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Modem Hiftory: 

BEING-W' 

CONTINUATION 

Univerfal Hiftory. 

^ B o 6 k XIV, 


CHAP. vm. • 

ne Commerccy Colonies^ and Companiesy which Danes 
have heretofore maintained^ or ftiU fupporty in the 
Eaft Indies. 

SECT. I. 

Chara^er of the Danifh Nation \ their antient Turn 
to Navigation and naval Expeditions \ their Share in 
the holy IVar \ the Time when an ardent Bejire of 
making Difeoveries, and opening new Branches of 
Tradey revived amongSf them. Account of the fa^ 
mous Empire of Bifnagar in Indoftan, and the Cir- 

cumfiances which facilitated their fettling at TaSijour. 

<1 

A S far as we can penetrate through that mift of fabulous .7-^^ 
inventions in which the antient hiftory of the nor them 4/-/;, 
nations is enveloped, the Danes have been from thtnevt 
moft errly limes equally diftinguiftied by their martial temper, Danes, 
and being flrongly addiifted to maritime expeditions The"*?*/ 
coiiquefts they gained over ihcir neighbours fervcll only 
excite in them an ambition of undertaking grCvUcr things, and 
carrying the terror of their arms into countiies more remote. 

The Britijb iftes, after being long harafled by their incurfions,^*^'^^* 

• ^TRARONis Geograph, lib. vii. Hertzholmivs PrxccU 
lent. Rcgn, Dan & Noiv. p. 95. ^ 

Moo. Hist. Vob. XI. A became 
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Cotiquefis^ SettlmentSj and Difcoveries^ of B.X1V, 

becirac at Icnjrth for a time a part of their dominions They 
elected in France the noble duchy of Normandy ; and, from 
thence extending their naval inciirnoiis, fixed thcmfelvei in 
Naples t which they fubdued, and from thence ftnt their vef- 
fcls to ernire upon the coaft of Afia Thcfe are fafts that 
may be piovcd fiom hiftory ; but whether before thcfe ex- 
ploits, they, or any colony of theirs, had found a pafiiigc, 
which is r.ow loll, from Iceland to Japan, asfome haveima- 
giiicJ, is a p(unt that we cannot take upon us to decide 

In 

% 

•» C1-AU151US Lyscander in Gencalog. Reg. Dan. p. 323. 
chron. Say. Ai.ureu Reuerl, &c. ® Ecinharuius m 

vitaC'oroli Maijnj. Ai.bi rtus Stadensis inAnnal.Dan. Olaus 
W' oKMiLS aJ calcem Jib. vi. Monument. Danicorum. 

( A ) Some learned perfons difeoveries were made on that 
have obfjrvcd, that there is a fide (4). We might •pei^iaps 
great corfornnty between the folve the difliculty better by lay- 
language rpokon in Icclatid, and ing, that thofe who peopled the 
rh.uortiK\/tf/)c/." /t’, from whence northern part of AJia is-nt off 
it is mlcrud, tliat there mull: •colonies to the eail and welt ; 
ha\c been, in sii earlier ages of and thus by degrees peopled 
/lie woild. loiuc kind of inter- both Ifl.inds ; which, though not 
coi ilo between thclc nations (1). a very probable, is yeta poliible 
If we allow the fa^t to be true, thing. However, let us return 
that there is- .1 conformity be- to matters of fad, and we lhall 
t.veen the languages, then tins find another loute affigncd by a 
i' fcrc'ice oi a tommerce be- late author (5), who, ipeaking 
IV. .A-ii them will bcveryjull; of ccitain pridls in pro- 

1*1. t, iintwuiill.-iidmg tins, the cccds thus : ‘"J’hefc prielis were 
judic'ioui’ reader will certainly defeended Irom the Got&s, 
think it no vvry eafy thing to “ w lio, coming firft out of 
g.ve -n .aecoent of this com- ** ///./, which antiently compre- 
ji.t. cr ho u could be car- ** bended the countries of6W- 
r.eil (,ii. 'i'h.'i" the north-eafi den, and Sebonen, 

p;>P.jgs was Ireq i' ntcd to fuch “ were led by their general, 
a degree .1- this #)., non faggelb, “ whofe name was ^launajis, 
isr.ot*. ei) ciedibiw’ {2) ; or that “ t]uite into where tlic)^ 

titceiiipt Vue’ iiiaik’ to f.t'l fioiii “ vanquilhed King From 
tint cuiii, . to li.e otJiei, ihro’ •* thence they niare'hed againit 
the* ciiifc^v under the the Fefjiunst and committed 

rule, will h.. .’]y ga'ii credit (3b Itrange dcvaftations in their 
ilu-ugh f in ■ good uuihoritics “ countries during the reips of 
might ba pi oduCwd to Ihcw, that “ Ljruj, Datiust and Xeixn, 
m.my .ig:s me pail lince great “ From thence they mad*: an 

(1 1 ii.; .1 <.( Jti Lji ••u^s tSf cet Ut.vtUt f'ui M Ci^utfe Durft^ p.tiZA. * 

(2) iSeff i.f JiJ. '« .* itlatifp u rttri-itj* /‘.///jiff m lhkiuyt'% C'jlUfi !(,», 
(■;) ^.r I! .I'/i .1 . i'.n-r'-/ */»//.. 1, rl^f v.'iub jff'tt,dCbutcttU'sO‘l~ 

' - * '* W, I. /. 121, 2 Z 3 . (e) yl/w- 

baJI-utM' df /*« Ces J"ii s Orunu’es dts rt^vincts-uniex, vers 

iii JUiKj-treuri liu jJi^ , »bi i. Sy. iiU'i itabet, 

“ irruption 



C. 8, tht Danes in the Eafl Indies. ^ 

In the wars that were carried on by the Chriftian princes Tietr <*- 
for the recovery of Jcrufalem out of the hands of the Mo- plaits in 
hammedans, the Danes had a large fhaie ; and their private ^aly 
memoirs, as well as public hilloiies, have prefervcd many 
particulars which do honour to the meaiories of thofe generous 
heroes, who, from perliaps a iniftaUcn pj incipic of piety, 
lignaJized their courage in thefe diftaiit countries, and fpread ^Zfeto’th 
the fame of their nation to the utmofl: limits of the caft 0/ 

It* was with a view to perpetuate the renown of thefe great the ek- 
and gallant aftions, as foine of ihcir ablcfl: aiiti.|uaries alfcrt, pbant, 
that the order of tlie elephant was ere< 5 lc J, w hich is 'fill the 
moft diftinguifhed mark of royal favour the of Denmark 
bellow upon their fubjcdls * (B). We may from thefe circum- 

flances. 


** PoNTANUs Ilift. Dan. lib. vii. p. 47^. Saxo-Grammat. 
libfxii* p. 223. Snorkq Sturlesonius in Chroii. Nurv. p. 436. 
® HERT^iioLMivs in Breviario Equeftri, cap. ix. §1. 


irruption into the Indies ^ Chi- * 135 ; others aferibe it to Chri- 
nat and Japan^ blendin? jlitrn I. king of Deumark^ Snve- 
their religious notions witn s/euf .ind Kot'n.vay» *Jntio Domini 
thofe of the P.rachmans and 147 ^ > others to Frederick the 
** the Bonzes: fo that it is no fi«l, Juno Dorn. 1525 { but all 
great wonder there is fuch a agree, that it was revived 8 y 
** confcrmity between ihcir opi> ChrtJlitrnlV. Anno Dm. 1590 
“ nions.” It would perhaps be (7). it is certain that in for- 
no eafy talk to produce authen- mer times this was likewife 
tic vouchers for this cxtraordi> Bilcd the order of the BleiTed 
nary piece of hillory ; but if any Viigin, the figures of elephants 
author Ihould endeavour to ren- being re< rcfcnted only on the 
der it probable, he might very collar, to which the image of 
cafily ihew, that the genius, the \ irgin was pendant 18). 
manners, and temper, of the;^a . But, fince the revival of it by 
pottefe (6), rcfcmble the northern Chrijhern IV. the knigl^s, who 
rations much more than the are thirty' four in number, wear 
Chinefft from whom others be- a jewel gold, with an cle- 
lieve them to be derived j and phant enamelled white on a 
might alfo produce, from the field Or charged wi'h a tower, 
fabulous ftories of the northern Argent and Sable (9). A very 
nations, a traditionary account learned wiiicr upon tld^ fub- 
oftheirintcrcourfe with the caft. jecl aftirmi cxprelly, that the 

(B) ThcDflflr> hiftorians are origin of ihis order V.as from 
rot very well agreed as to the the exploits of the Danes in the 
time, the founder, or the occa- holy war. Anothei writer ac- 
Ifon of this order, being ereft- quaints us, that a DanijL hero 
ed ; feme fay it was inftituted having flain a white elephant in 
by Canutus the (ixlht Anno Dam, Palejlme, this order was inlb. 

{f.) U 4 otre dejayi»t p<trCbar!cuo!x^tom.\ />. 40. ,(7) D'cisoraire 

d* httfOere. De'ic. Eqnrjt. p. i?o. (g) fTtgciias 

iu Erami'^ grrtrtftg Kcntu, jijlmi.'e'f Otiitr oj tbtG<sittrfp. iSO, izi. 

A t tuted 
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Conquefis, Settlements^ and DifcoverieSy of B.XIV, 

Hances, with a rcafonable degree of certainty, colleff, that 
whatever leiler alterations might be made in the policy, or in 
the difpofitions of the Dams, tlicy ftill continued to chcrifh, 
through a long cuui fc of ages, that noble ardour which had 
been fb confpicuoiis in their anceftors, and which had fpread 
the trophies of their vidfories into regions fo far removed 
from their own 

By this But this conduft, and thefc expeditions, how much foever 
martial they might ferve to raife the glory, contributed not a litife to 
fpirit, and vreakcn the ftrength, of ihib nation ; fo that in fucceeding 
the lojjts rimes we find her firuggiing hard to preferve thofe aiitient pre- 
which flte cli.dlcnged as being the firft of the north- 
the crown crowns, and of \\ hich Ihe was gradually deprived thro’ 
^*Dcn- brought upon her by the ill conduct 

mark de~ of feme of her monarchs K Amongfl thefe, Chri/licrn II. 
tlintdiu was the moft remarkable, who, from being poflefled of the 
yower. three crowns of Denmark, Sweden, and Norway, fell fiiii; into 
the condition of a private man, fled next into the Low Conn- 
tries as an exile ; and at Icngtji, finding all endeavours to re- 
cover his former dignity vmn, yielded himfelf a prifoner, in 
which fad fiatc he continued to his death By his depofition , 
' the crowns of Demiuirk and Norway came to Frederick duke 
of Holjiein, whofc great-grandfon Chrijlicrn IV. being a 
prince of fingular abilities, and having a Arong defire to pro- 
mote tlie welfare of his fubjefts, willingly liAcncd to what- 
ever propofds were made for promoting induAry, erefting 
inanufaftures, and extending commerce; which laudable 
fpirit, to fpeak imp.iitiall>, feemed to prevail in an extraordi- 
Tiaiy degree about the beginning of the feventeenth ccntuiy 
throughout all Europe ’ (C}. Of 

•^-Snorro Sturi ij us in Chron. Norveg. p. 125, 8 Pon- 

TANUs, MEURbiu.v, Beerinc, des Roches, Lord Moles- 
woRTii. ' ** joHANNis M A CN I Gothorum Suecorum- 

que Hill. lib. x\iv. Tiiuan. Ilift. fui teiTiparis, lib, i. xxii. 

* Eilai fur la Maiiae et furle Commerce, 159, 160, 161. 

tot^d to preferve the memory of niards (hould enjoy, for almofi 
fo glorious an adtiun (10). Not- a whole century, their empires 
withrtunding this., a more mo- in the Fa// and f/yt Indies, from 
dern author inclines to refer this whence they drewfuch immenfe 
snllicutioi^ to the feats of arms treafiires, and which befides 
performed by the in brought them almoft all the 
ea {I i). wealth of Europe without Inter* 

(C) It is not a little wonder- ruption ; but perhaps it 
ful that the Pertuguefe and Spa^ appear Itill nvore llrange, that, 

(10) Vi^elius tn Encomia generofa mentis, HettxU/mtui in Breviario Equeftri, 
fjpAx, feff. r. ( It J James Meurfius in bis Dedication of Dapper' t 

Defriptm of /Africa, tranjlatcd into tie Danijb language, 

. when 



C. S. the Danes in the Eaft Indies.' 5 

Of all the fchemes that were oifTered to this intelligent Chriftian 
prince, he was moft pleafed with that for opening a trade 
between his own dominions and the Indies, froni which tho’ 
fome endeavoured to difluade him, byfuggefting that thepaf- 
fage was long and hazardous; that the Pwtuguefe wereal- 
ready in po/relHon ; and that, though the Englijb and Dutch 
had made fome vopges into thole parts, yet the returns they the 
had hitherto received were rather of honour than proHt meting 
That prudent prince eafily difeerned, that the firft of thefe conmerct 
f^acious arguments might be urged againft any other branch ondMfee* 
of trade as well as this ; and that to accuftom his fubjefts to wriVj, 
long voyages was the moft ef^jftual method of rendering them 
lefs hazardous, fince, without Ikilj, men will be always in dan- 
ger at fca, and the knowlcge of the mariner can only be ac- 
quired by praftice. lie knew that the Portuguefe had over- 
ftrained their power in the eaft, and that ftrangers were never 
mjre welcome than at this jiinfture. As to the Englijb and 
DuteP, he was well acquainted with their exploits ; and 
thought that it was high time his fubjeits Ihould diftinguifti 
themfelvcs in the like manner. Upon thefe motives, there- 
fore, which were equally folial and honourable, hq took a refo- 
lution to couiiteikuice thofe who were inclined to hazard their 
private fortunes in an undertaking, that, if it I'ucceeded, muft 
nccelliirily tend to the public benefit, f Ic rightly forefliw the 
confequences that muft follow on the cftablilhinent of fuch a 
trade, which, if it failed, would occafion but a fmall lofs ; 
and that, by being divided amongft many, would fall the 
lighter ; but, if it lud a fiivourable ilfue, would employ a 
multitude of hands, increafe their f hipping, and encourage a 
comincicial fpiiit amongft liis fubjefts. The lofs, therefore, 
feeming to be but a trifle in comparifon of the gain, and pro- 
bability being on the fide of the former rather than the latter, 


^ Commerce des Danois aux hides, p. iq. Ibid.ip. zi. 


when once an opening wis 
made, fo many n«itions Ihould 
in a manner at once endeavour 
to acquire an intercourfe viiih 
the people of the Indtes Vet 
the faft is indifputable ; for our 
glorious Queen V.U^aheth'^^xwx^ 
her charter to the iirft Eaglijb 
Eajl India company December 3 1 , 
^600; the ftates of Holland va- 
corporated theirs by an oftroy 
dated March 20th, 1602. The 
Fimh king* Henry the fourth, 


by his ^rret, dated June iff, 
i.'04, erefted a like fociety ; 
and, as wc have fhewn in the 
text, Chrijiicrn IV. king of Den* 
mark, granted his chartqj^for the 
like purpofe in 1612. We 
thought it, however,^ uft to give 
the rank to the Danes, becaufo 
they aftually eftablilhed them* 
felves in the Indies before the 
Fnnch font any (hips thither, as 
the reader will fee in the next 
iedion. 

A 3 * 
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ConqueJtSj Settlements^ and Difioveries^ of B.XIV.' 

he vigorotidy fiipported, on rcflcftion, a propofal, which, 
fiom inclinano.i, he had hrft encouraged. 

An ae- A no U T the year 1612 thofe who had aflbdated thcmrelvcs 
of at C'jpcnkigcn for carrying on the trade of the Eajl Indies rc- 
//yfDiiii'a ctived the ianftioii of royal authority ; and, having divided 
Eaft Iiuli'i rhew- capital into two hundred and fiity (hares, of a rhoiifand 
compn t',, n<dolIars each, bigan to make the iicceHiiry preparations for 
"thttr fir d ^ fending a fqnadron to the F.aji Indies As the 

e^h'dnifH f^^^cs'fsol tiic'r proieft depended in a great meafure upon the 
' ’ ilfue of their full adventure, they wcic more folicitotts to hv*ve 

evci y thing in gO(xl order, though this was attended with 
fomc delay, than to run any crnfiderable hazard for the fake 
ot lurtc. There wcMc at that time feamcn, who had vifited 
the hidies in fome (erviee or otlicr, eafy to be met witli in the 
nojlhcrn ports, and ot thefe thew collcfted as many as they 
<i)uld. They likcwifc took care to Andy thoroughly what- 
ever had been publiflied in //.//;•, Spain, Porfn^uJ, En^Jiuuh 
or the L'i'iu Count rtJi, in reference to this fiil'jc6t ; and, lia\- 
ing I'loni theiKC formed the beA plan thev could of the com- 
mc-'.cc of the /ndu's, they gave ample iiiAruiAions to thofe 
who were intriiAed with the management of their aAIiiis ; 
at'.vl particularly recommended to them obmining a fcttlcment 
by fair mcnir’, and for a reafonablc confidcration ; Keeping 
always on good terms with the native:, and avoiding as far as 
poffible any difputcs with thefubje6fs of thofe Enropran powers, 
that they might find engaged in projefts of a like kind. With 
thefe in juniA ions, foi tified by the king’s com million, the ofli- 
c ers intrii Aed u ith the company’s fliips departed from the 
ifland of Zealand, and reached the Indies in 1616 Hut, 
before uc come to fpeak of their proceedings, it will he expe- 
dient to gi\e the reader a fliort account of the Aate tlie coun- 
try was in where they firA traded, and where they afterwards 
feltlwl. at the time of their arrival ; that it may appear how- 
far they complied with their oi’ders, and on what terms they 
tfl..l)lilhed ti cir colony where it Aill remains, and of which 
they have bi.'.n ever liticc in poAciTion, though not without 
dllbirbance d.'nger, or without thei»- haiing their full 
lharc of tliofe difficulties with whiLh all thas, Europeans, who 
have vinted th 'fc diAant climates, have fboncr or later been 
opp-cfWi. \Vc do not find that any u.'.ibi'age w'as taken at 
this ILn of the IXiuifh coin t ; for in tltoie days none of thofe 
refine-.ntuts on the rights of diAant navigation, which have 
fb much j'C plexed the inoderns, and arc become a diAifict 

Did onairc dc Commerce, tom. iv. col 754.^ ® Coni- 

* ' mcrcc dcs Panois aux Inde:, p. 3 1 . 


branch 
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C. 8.' the Danes in the Eaft Indies.' 
branch of politics, >vcre fo much as known ; for, all Parting 
together, as it were, for this prize, they were more intent 
upon obtaining it, than on finding arguments to give the 
colour of an excluHve title, when it fhould be obtained. 

At the time the Europeans firfl: opened a paflage to the The gra». 
Indies by fea, the great peninfula without the Ganges was deurofthe 
moft of it fubjeft to the emperor of Bifncgar, whofe famous 
nions extended from the frontiers of the kingdom of Oriza, 
to Cape Commorin ®. The reafon that we find fo little men- 
tiog made of this moft potent monarch in the relations of the 
Portugucfct that is, the more early relations, arifes from hence, 
that his territories were limited by the mountains which run comma- 
parallel in a manner to the fea-coafts of Alalabar, where they tions, * 
lirft eftablifhed themfclves, and where the principal potentate 
was the Samorin or King of Calicut p. While the Portugucfe 
were extending their power, the vaft empire of Bifnegar was 
crumbling to pieces through its own weight. The firft mon- 
‘arcfls <jf that mighty flate had acquired their power by the 
exercife of their virtues : in time of war they were at the 
head of their own armies ; in times of peace they direfted 
their own councils, vifited their dominions annually, and ren- 
dered juftice to all their fubjeas with the utraoft piUKfrualityg; 
but profpeiity, dangerous to all human cftablifliments, proved 
fatal to this empire. From delighting in great actions, tlx 
emperors ot Bifnegar became fond of fwelling titles : King 
of kings, and The Hufhandef a theufand wives, were the fii ft 
of a long catalogue of whimfical epithets, at once very pom- 
pous and very inlignificant By degrees their vanity role to 
fiich a height, and their flatterers prevailed fo far, that they 
conceited ihcmfelves to be more than men, appeared rarely 
in public, affected divine honours ; and, leaving the care of 
llieir dominions to the great officers of ftatc, and to the go- 
vernors of provinces, thereby paved the way to their own 
deftrudioa * (Dj. • 

* The 

** Tavernier Voyages des Tndcs, tom. iii. 1. i. c. iS. 

P PdAvryLi Hlft. Indie 1. iv. c. vii. 1. vii. c. ix. « Du fiois 
GcogiaphicModernc, p 6+6. ' Purchas’s Ezlgrims, 

tom. li. p. 1746. • Tavernier Voyages dcs Indqs, tom. iii. 

1. i. c. 18. 

^ ( r)) Tl is a point of very great well informed with refpeft to 
coiif^qiicnce, in order to a clear this antient empire, tat extent 
and accurate idea of the hillon- of its power, the 'lines in which 
cal laris confined in this and it flourifhed, began to decline, 
the fucceeding Icriions, to be and was at lengtli/ent to pieces, 

A 4 as 
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Conquejis^ Settlements^ and Difcoverits^ of B.XIV. 

The PattanneerSj a Tartar nation, invaded the north-eaft 
provinces of the empire ; the generals of the Mogul attacked 


as alfo the prefent condition of 
thofe countries which'^vere once 
provinces of the empire, 

bccaufe in thefeare feated the ca- 
pital ellablilhments of the Eng- 
lifoy Danijh^ and Frsnch EajUn- 
c/ra companies. As to thebonnds 
of this empire in its flourifbing 
condition, it reached from eight 
to twenty-one degrees of north 
latitude ; and comprehended, 
where it was vvidelt, not lefs 
than fifteen degrees of longi- 
tude (12). The ruler of this 
potent monarchy was pofiefTed 
of a great part of the Malabar 
coail, from the river Aliga to 
that of Cangctsccra ; fo that he 
was lord of the well as well as 
the call fea, and of the pearl 
lifiiery. '1 his mull have been 
the fifteenth century (13)* 
and in all probability it is this 
inonai ch which the Dmijh mif- 
fionaries intend tq point out, 
in their accounts, by the title of 
the emperor of Malabar {\\), 
Tlic firll Po tugiu/e hirtorians 
call him the king of Karfinga^ 
or Harfiuguit and give us the 
detail of his wars with IdaUan 
(19). ^It is believed that this 
was either a llile of honour, or 
the proper name of that prince; 
for though fome writers men- 
tion the city cf Ntvjinga^ yet 
the beil gcogiaphcrs have been 
at a 2pfs to find it ; and agree, 
t\iZiCbar>itgry,0\ ^tfnegar,vAiO\iX. 
one hunfired and forty Englijh 


miles from Tort St, George^ was 
the capital of this empire (16). 
It mult however be allowed, 
that in different books of voy> 
ages this monaich* has very dif- 
ferent titles given him ; in fojpe 
he is lliled king ot Carnate\ in 
others the king of Velour, and 
•his confort the queen of Palia- 
cat ; becaufe, when thefe ac- 
counts were written, they hap- 
pened to refide in thofe places 

( 1 7) . When this emperor took 
the field in time of war, his 
army confilled ufually affine ’ 
hundred thoufand foot, thirty 
thoufand hoife, and feven hun- 
dred elephants ; in time of peace 
fiis revenues were prodigious, 
and the commerce of his fub- 
jeAs as rich as any in the/W/rx 

(18) . In the beginning of the 
fixteenth century his neighbours 
began to encroach upon him on 
all lides ; and in a fhort time he 
was deprived of all hi;> territo- 
ries well of the mountains of 
Balegute, and the northern pro- 
vinces alfo conquered. In 1 56^, 
when the emperor was a meie 
cypher, and his great oflicers 
governed all, Bi/negar was taken 
and racked by four Moorip 
kings; and thenceforward affairs 
continued in great confufion 
(19}, till towards the end of 
the century, when the empire 
was totally fubverted, of which 
we ffiall fpcak in the next note. 


(ll) htyti JitroJu£f. ad CtografLian rikvam et veterem, p. 544, 543, 
f 13J Bat ms, Dee. 1. hb. «. cap. i. (14) An Account of the Rehg\on 

and Government, Learning and Oecanomy, of the Malaiarians Jent by tlv Danp 
Mtjfienaries to tbiir Cerrefptndents m Europe, p. z. fi^) Aiaffari Hfe, 

Jiidie. I, IV. r. vll. /. vii. c, ix. (lO) DtStenaire Geographme et Critique, 

par M. Brusten la Martintere, tcm. i.p.b’j^. (s-j) Purebas's Pilgrims, 

p. 399. (ft?) Taveiaier l\f ages dcsJndes, tom. m, t, I. C, iS, (19) l/i- 

J to/re del lades Qneniales, /0111,'U. ^>123, 124. 

8 tho 
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the north-weft*. The governors, being ncceftat-lly at 
head of armies, laid hold of this opportunity to render them- out of the 
felves independent, and fome aftumed the title of kings ; as 
for inftance, thofe of Vi/apour and Colconda “ ; but thofe in 
the fouthern provinces, tho’ they idfo rendered thcmfelves in- ^®‘**'* , 
dependent fovercigns, contented their ambition that way, and 
retained their old title of Naick Amongft thefe the three 
moft conliderablc were thofe of Madura^ Tanjour^ and Gingi 
Madura is of great extent, reaching from Cape Commorin along 
the coaft of Coromandely oppoftte to the iiiand of Ceylon, and 
very far within land. ^ Tanjotir,h of finaller compafs; and is 
bounded on the fouth 'and on the weft by Madura, on the eaft 
by the fea, and on the north by the province of Gingi, from 
which it is feparated by the river ol Coloran Tanjour, which 
is the capital of this principality, lies in the north-v. eft corner 
9f the country, and is a city of con/idcrable extent, tolerably 
well Diiilt, and has a good inland trade. As for maritime 
places, the Na'ick had two that were pretty -.confiderable on 
the coaft of Malabar, which were Negapatan and Tranque- 
bar f. III 1597 the Portugtrfe were fettled at the former; 
which gave fo much fatisfaftion to the Naick, that he \\ as 
de/iroas they fliould likewife crc£f a church at the latter ; 
which about that time they did, and the Jefuits took poflelfioU 
of it, made a confiderabie number of converts among the 
natives, and brought fcveral of their countrymen to fettle 
there like’.^ifeon the fcore of commerce; and this was the 
condition in which the Danes found that country when they 
came firft to trade upon the coaft of Coromandel ' (E). 

The 

* Voyagesde Thevenot aux JndesOrientales, tom. v. p. 290. 

I.ettres edifiantes et curieufes, tom. xv. ” Tavernier Voyages 
dcs Indcs, com.iii. 1 . i. c. 18. Purchases Pilgrims, 

vol. ii. p. 1745. ^ Tavernier Voyagzs des Indes, tom. iii. 

1 . i. c. 18. r Th E YEN OT Voyages aux Indes Orientales, 

tom. v. p. 274, 275. » PuRCHAs’s Pilgrims, vol. ii. 

p- ms- 

(E) The cleared account we years later than 1600, the whole 
have of the ruin of this empire country had been foMiftrafted 
is that written by our country- by civil wars, that, all agricul- 
man Mr. tVilliam Methold, who ture being neglected, fuch a fa- 
was in thefe parts in the firft mine enfued, that thoufands of 
quarter of the laft century. He children were driven to the fea- 
affurcs us, that, at the demife fide, and there fold by their 
of the laft mdharch of Bifnegar, own parents for the value of 
which muft have been fome half crown fterHng each of 

rice. 
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In v:hnt Thc DancSf at thtfir firft coming, fcem to have been -very 
tn/intrer, well received by the natives ; and, finding the place more 
amf at commodious for traffick than any other, where they could 
Kv.:'Tttinef .j^y piobability expeft a fettlement, they began to make 
Danes to the for his pei'inifiion to feat themfclves 

his dominions; which were fiivoiirably accepted; and in 
^j^all piobahiliiy they were rather adified than oppofed therein 
Tanour" Portu^iu'fe, who were dcfiroiis of having fome fort- 

refs in this iicighbouihood, that might in a time of danger 
atFord them piotcclion *. In the fpace ot five years, whew the 


“ Commerce des Danois aux Indes, p. 25. 


rice f20'. We have fpoken in 
the toxi of the three fovereigns 
th.it iei/x-d Oil tl:e provinces ly- 
ing on inc coall of CVfiAv/w/"/, 
as izv z.-<S.t.iirj}atan. 'I’hc in- 
terior p.iit oi the country on the 
c.-irt, iide MS', diitinguiflied by 
the name of the kingdom of 
Caniate ; to flic north- call of 
that lay the kingdom of Goi- 
cundr ; ' to the north -well the 
kingdom of Hiapour ; to the 
fwell rhe ten itoncs of fome /»- 
atau rajahs, as far as themoun- 
fams of Gtr/ir j to the foutU-vscll 
a fmall inland country belong- 
ing to the 'Nnick of Chila ; and, 
to the wc'.l and foutli weft of 
that, the lu of Mttffour 

(21). As to *!i0 little kingdoms 
on tile co.ift, which 

were taken oni t f tins empire, 
they were eii\Ht.i! long before, 
and tfiv;"jl stc v.c need fay no- 
thing ' f ii-- )iiore« Hat It IS 
very re.iijilite lo obferve, that 
the lanioui ci.'i'tror il.in c 
r;\iiu’ dtj /iv;7 . Ill i06>, as he 
like'M.*’ did f'ij.:l-ur, and a*ter- 
w irSf./, 1 1.1 the country 
or iw//.,’* '.11 o! '..inch airo now 
iio nio.e th. in provinces of tlic 


Mi^ui empire ; but the fove- 
reigni of Fanjour and Madura, 
who have long fince aflumed the 
titles of Rajahs, are tributaries 
only (22). Hut there is ftill a 
poti,iit monarchy of iiativ# /»!. 
ditim, or (ieatews^ ftilcd Ma-> 
ratics, the king of i^hich people 
is ve y formidable, and whofe 
'capiial is the city of Sutara, 
near the mountains, who feems 
to be independent, and is now 
the grcatell prince of the Gen^ 
tofws (23). Whether he is de- 
feended from the emperors of 
Btfuegar, part of whofe country 
heccrtainly poflelle.‘i,is more than 
we have any authority to aflerr. 
'riie reader will from hence dif- 
cern how, at difFereiit times, the 
Eurof-tans fettled upon thccoall, 
have had diftcrenc landlords ; 
excepting only the Danes, who 
fill) are, what they always were, 
tributaries to the lovereign of 
Fnnpur, whether he be lliled 
NciJtk, Rajah, Prince, or King, 
by all which titles he is called 
by difterent writers, according 
to the timevin which they have 
had OLcafion 10 menuon him. 


{ic/ Uf.i 'if til. Kdn^ihm ef Cifi’eon/fi, and ether neigbiev^'rg ne*i'>ni, m*fh 
an iJCCOtnr '{ fi‘i' /• rtn/ti fr h.'r rn it-o , , a;/r, p 2, ■). { ) hec the Hup 

fte tJ^pi tf Malahar ani Cwmtat di!, p'ared hrftj’e the Jt* fl ntoLme of P. Ptor-- 
/«/■. '• •■vCti ( 2 Z ) Jhflfl’re fift Mes Orunta/et, p.ir Guyon. tom. I. p. ^*7. 

('3, Uu't a't A 'ifit of tbt Eaft Indui, voi. 1. p. 301, % llijtoire dti In.iet 
w' t i> a, p. 27J. 

* dirpofiiion 
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dirpofition and cufloms of thefe Europeans were better known, 
the Na'ick of 7 i«/o«r entered into an agreement \wth them for 
this port, and a certain diftrift round it, which he fold, or 
rather farmed to them, at the annual rent of two thoufand 
pardoes, or perdous, which is flill regularly paid ; and in 
] 62 1 they built a fbrtrefs after the European manner, for the 
defence of the port, and of the town that was ere^ed under 
it **. This is the beft account that we are able to give of the 
firft eftablifhment of the Danes upon this coafl, which was 
fuitable enough to the views of the company, and became gra- 
dually of much greater importance ‘ (F). It might have been 
much fooncr improved, if their thoughts had not been drawn 


*> Gellact Veftigia Danorum in Oriente, p 67, « Hilloire 

dcslndcs Orientales, par Gu von, tom.ii. p. loi. 


(F) The term "NaiLk implies 
both^governor and commander 
in chief, fo that it feems to be 
equivalent to the Turkijh title of 
badiaw (24.). In all probability 
this title was kept up as long as 
there was any apprehcnlion of 
the monarchs of Bi/hcgaricco- 
vering their former power. Bat 
when this dread was removed, 
they made no fcrnple of llilnig 
thcmlelvcs Rajahs. As they 
were d-jfirous of commerce, and 
faw that it n.-iturally followf J 
where-cver the Eiropeans had 
any ellablifliment, it will appear 
a point of good policy in the 
Nivrk of at' jrur to engage the 
Portuguvfe Jefuits to build a 
church at ‘Franquebttri for this 
invitjd Chiidians of didcrent 
forts to fettle round it, made the 
place kno\' n, and brouglit thi- 
ther fliip.s of different nations 
(2 ^ ). There are few places the 
name of which .iJmiti of greater 
variety in fpelling. The Danijb 
miffioiiariub, tr.infcriViing the 
Malabar word, write it 7 ranque^ 


bar ; the Dutch^ Tranck, bar ; 
our old F.nghjh writers, ‘Trange- 
bm', and loiuetimes we hnd it 
written Trhuomharf, which ob- 
fervations, ho.v frivolous foever 
they m.iv feem to others, will be 
found very ufcf'il to thofe who 
haveoccafion 'oconfult ind‘e.vc 5 . 
It IS by a conip.irifon ''f fafts,' 
and dates occ.'ifionally mention- 
ed, that we r icd die time of the 
Datrt-s ella. liihing thcmfelvcs, 
herc;foro'' that hi- .id the beft wri- 
ters are ab'e 10 fpcak only f.'om 
conjecture The Proteit.iru inif- 
fionar.es, fenc over thither m the 
reign of Fi « .i'-n, the foerth, fay 
in their letters, d.itvjd m 1706, 
that their cojQiiy liad bceii,feated 
at ^tiit.qucf'a*-, about fo irfcorc 
years 'ztd ; which correl ponds 
very well ith the dates we 
have given the reader from other 
writcis, as well as what i.s faid 
b/ Mr If-'iUiam Mt'tbojl'* who 
was .irtnally upon the coaft of 
Corom'’rttkl when the Oanijh fet- 
tlement was made. 


(74) Hf- tVsllirn MethdiFs Rflithn, as before cited* ( 2 ^) Psirehas^t 

Ftlgrtmeig<.f p, 559, (ab) Pr'fagattoii of tie Cofpelin the Ea/tf p. 51. 


If 


away 
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away by an objeft of much greater confequence ; and of which 
though they never availed themfelves in any degree, yet it may 
be both ufeful and entertaining to the reader to meet with a 
ihort account of it here, bccaule it ia rai'cly mentioned in dc- 
io'iptions of the Indies. 

SECT. II. 

Negotiation between the Monarch of Ceylon and the 
Court of Copenhagen 5 the Fortrefs of Tranqwebar 
» ereSledy and the favourable Afpebt of Things in re- 
gard to the Affairs of the Pirft Danifh Company. 
Change of Circumfiances in the Indies, and unfavour- 
able Events in Europe, exhaujl the FundSy and wound 
the Credtty of the Company y abroad and at home. 

Marccllus foregoing feffions given a large* :ilfa cb- 

^ pious detail of the couqueft of the ifland of Ceyhi 
Bolch- the Periuguefe by the Duteb^ but have barely toiiciied 

hower is on a cvTiaiii negotiation whict preceded that war, as having 
/rut if the it in our irit»'nt.t)ii to explain tliat matter more fully hcio, .t. 
Dutch tQ it gave an opcrvn«' foi the Danes to have poflcf^ J thcmfclvc-; 

negciiate that Uliiiid « l , aiij which they wcic ii*'" backw 11 * in cm 
nvitb the 

imnarcbof This chance which the infinitely more confeq'ieiuc than 

cy on. Qf cilablifliing them- any fuccefb he could ii.ivc againll 

felvcs in the ifland oICiyloHy tho’ the S -welts. As he rogned ma 
very flightly treated by their ny years after, if this projed had 
own and other authors foon after at all taken effed, he would 
it happened, and alnioit forgot- have had an opportunity of im- 
ten fince }■ was in reality a thing pioving it to a degree that 
of prodigious confequence, and would have fet it above the 
a difappointment they had the reach of accidents ; which mult 
greatelt rcafon to regret. J n the have had a farpnfing elFed upon 
fituation things wei\ then in, as the affairs of Dett/rarky and in- 
well in Europe as in the ladies, deed of all Europe. That thefe 
tve may with great probability arc not idle chimeras, but well 
conjedure, thacif theDtf//£f had grounded conjedures, will ap- 
on^c^got footing on tliat ifland, pear from the fpirit and force 
they would have fupportec' them- with which the fingle attempt 
fclves ftierein ; and the prodi- was made, from the progicfs 
gious advantage to which their made by the Pmtt- intheircom- 
firft voyages muft have turned, mcrcc with the Indtrs during his 
could hardly have failed of con- reign, and their reviving jvith 
vincing fo clear-fightcd a prince fuccefs a corrcfpondence witt. 
as Chriftian IV. was, that fup- China in our own times, 
porting his intereit there was of 

bracing. 
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bracing, though, by the premature deatli of the author of this 
projedt, it proved altc^ether abortive When the DuteJ^ 
concluded, in 1 609, a truce with the crown of Sjpain, after 
a long war, by whicli both parties w^ere almoU exhauAed» 
the States and the Prince of Orange both thought proper to 
write to the king or emperor of Ceyloiiy in order to give him 
notice of this temporary peace, by whirli they were left at 
full liberty to profecute their commeice in the Indies*. Thefe 
lettC'S weic fent by the fquadiou that carried over Peter Both^ 
in quality of governor-general ; and, upon their arrival at 
Bantam, a vellel called the Bla^k Lion was prepared for 71/jr- 
telltis van BoJxhhoMn, wlio was in no higher poll than that 
of an undei-meich.iiif, to pi oceed with thefe lei tci-s, and full 
powers, \!CiCeyku. AV hen he arrived in that illand, he W'as 
received with inu'.h refpedt and efteem by Cemnvivraat Alaf- 
D'li^who, bv the in.iniage of the widow empicfs, was in 

to whom he prefented his letter®, 
aiivl with whom lu* con».liidul a treaty, v hkh was confirmed 
by the Dut<h povenv.r and his council . He w'onld then 
have quitted the I'lnivl: bin 'both the t*n pen', and the cm- 
pief;'. wMv plcalul with him, and .ntniaiiicd Jo high 

an opinion .'M > abi’iticj, and zeal foj tivir fcrvicc, that 
ilv'Y laboiiu d to Jiiin by the oiilr u very grCwU prefci • 
meiits '■ id' . 

It 


*’ Cicfiaet Vflli^ia n-inoruin in Oiicntc, p. 66. * Bald. 

Hill Ceylon, rap. xiii i\. ^ liiiiojrc de rifle dc Ceylon, 

p.iv I’Ahhr I r. Cikam), p 56, 57. k Bald. Hift. Cey- 

lon, c.-p. -\i. 


(H) The S/taniii-'ifs and the 
Dt'ii/j were equally difpofcJ to 
chicane about ihe truce with 
refpect to the affairs in Ctyhn, 
as is veiy evident from the 
aclions of the fmnier, and fiom 
the letier>> of the States (h iicral 
and I'rincc Maurice, witicli aie 
yet extant. The emperor, upon 
hi»> iirlt intcrcouiie with the 
Dutch, had granted them leave 
tg fettle themfeives in the king- 
dom of Cuiary, on the north-eail 
fide of theifland, with the con- 
fent of the king of thatconntry, 
and upon condition that his cu- 


ftoms were paid ; which they ac- 
cordingly did upon t 'Cvbay of 
*Ttiafr.tiinak (27). The Portu- 
g:ufe (then fubjcfl'o to the crown 
oiSpuin), without any refpccl 
had CO the truce, refolved to at- 
tack them ; and accordingly SI • 
msn Cjrrier marched a; the 
ifland with one thoufand whites 
and three thoufand Chinguiay^, 
furroundi'd the Dutch, and cut 
them all off to a man, with veiy 
little iofs ; but in his retreat he 
was attacked by one of the 
emperor’s general .s, who killed 
fix hundred rncuj^ and took ^ 

gieat 


(=7) IJijt. Cty’.B, cef. i*. 
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He is l i‘ is ffldoin that foreigners continue long in favour, more 
atfdl/y ' ci'pccially in abfoluie governments, and therefore the fortune 
theit i^oten- ok. MiUTL'lhfs WAS thc more fingular. The monarch of Cey- 
tate p 'ince i)i;il(>\vcd upon him the principality of Mignonne, by which, 
oj Mrr. PiviijfT his honiige, he became a fovereign, having efpoufed a 
I:iJy of the lirlt quality ; and having with her in dowry a fair 
zoticte for ^ith a coiifiderablc rerenue, and feme thoufands of 

"'him in ^ fnhiefts *•. He was ulfo promoted to the higheft commands, 
Kuropc bvjing fometimes at the head of armies, having at othdfs the 
direction of fleets, with the title of admiral ; neither did he 
ever lofc, but on the contrary increafed his credit, fo long as 
he remained in the illaiid. At length, finding the Dutch ad- 
minillr.ition in the Imliet either unable or unwilling to per- 
I'oj'ni the treaty they had made, though the Portiigucfe had 
cut off all tlie Dutchmen he had brought with him to Ceylon, 
in violation of the truce, he prevailed upon the egfi|)^y;or«to 
lend him, with the title of his embaflador, into Europe *. 
Mis cudentials were diredfed to the States General ; but, be- 
iidcs iIkTc, he had, in cafe his applications to themlliould fail, 
full poacr fo treat with any*othcr European potentate who 
lh(Milil be difpoltd to aflill the emperor of Ceylon in reco- 
, vciing his dominions from the Portuguefc, upon fuch terms 
as lie Ihoiild tiiink juft and ecpiitable. Me failed from 
tnhn .iftiy the yih, 1615, for the pott of Majitlipatan, 
wJuK* lie addreJkd himfcif to the Dutch direflor, and at his 
rcipieft went from thence to liantam ; wJicre, finding the 
f/neiiior-gcncra! (hrard Rcynjl dead, and affaiis in fome coii- 
tuilon, he obtained leave from the council to purfuc his in- 
llruiftoKS, and t»> leiurn to Holland, that he might reprefent 
to tlieir High iVlighrincfres, and the Prince of Orange, the 
true ftatc of .iltairs in the illand of Ceylon, and what affift- 
•anc*f might be ncceifary to procure them a free commerce ^ ; 
a coniiniliioii wiii(^h it was fiippofed would be highly accepta- 
ble in a country whf.i c the importance of the cinnamon trade 
was well uiideilloovl, and the government confequciitly per- 
Icell) well difpoi'ed ' 

But 

’> Hhhiirc dc rifie dc Ceylon, par I’Abbe i.e Grand, p. ^7, 

* flA’D/ru£ Kilt Cevlmi, cap xvii. Ililloire de I’lflc 

de t V. , Ion, pai I'A'oLc 1 £ Gkand, p. 61, * Bald. Hill. 

Ce>ion, cap. .xvii. 

great number of piifoners (2P); Itnz an opportunity of changifl^ 

and tiivih that wjr w^s oiu-Pei'., mailers (29): , 

wh’.eli the emperor ot (I) By the treaty of peace 

(.’■■I) //,/ II,' d, i'l.'r I ; I AVite It Grand, (ay) Hijtoirt dt$ 

which 
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But thefe hopes proved altogether fallacious ; for, ,when Hh w»)- 
Marctllus van Bofchhower ca.va.e to Holland with his lady, they tiatiou la 


which Mr. Bofchhmxer conclu> 
ded with the monarch of Ceyhn 
in 1610, the latter confcnted 
that two Dutchmen (hould have 
a feat in his privy-council; and 
in cc^fequence, or at leaA un> 
der colour, of this treaty, that 
prince gave him in marriage a 
woman of high quality, de> 
dared him Prince of Mignome, 
which is an inland province on 
the welt fide of the illand, made 
him governor of another pro- 
vjpqg^^nd then introduced him 
into nfr^rivy- council (30). In 
161 2 he put him at the head of 
an army, againft fome of his 
rebellious fubjcAs that had join- ^ 
cd with Portugurfe^ in which 
poll he behaved with all the fi- 
delity and bravery imaginable. 
The fame ^ear died the enipicfs 
Catherine^ who in her laft mo- 
ments recommended her chil- 
dren to the care of the princes of 
Mignonne and with all the 
circumftanccs polfible of favour 

of his confort, in whofc right 
he held the crown, afiliCtcd the 
emperor exticmcly ; and his 
grief brought on a difeafe that 
the phyficians judged to be mor- 
tal. In Older to guard agiiinfl 
the inconveniences that natural- 
ly attend a minority, the empe- 
ror called an anbmbly of the 
Itates, in which he not only de- 
clared' the Prince of Mignonne 
and the Prince of U^ja regents, 
bat inirulled him hkcwifc with 
the education of his children, 
- wivom, with the moll moving 


expreflions of tendernefs, he put 
into their hands. 'I'hefe princes 
were fent, by order of the Hate-, 
to a fortrefs, for their greater 
fccurity ; but the governor en- 
tered into a confpirncy to take 
away their lives. His forces 
were difperfed by the Prince of 
*M}gn and himfclf arrelled 
on his coming to court, where, 
on the evidence of his letters, 
and ibme accomplices, he, with 
twenty-fix' noblemen, and fifty 
foldiers, were put to death f 'c 
treafon {32). In 1614 the em- 
peror gained a glorious vtdlory 
over tlie Porlugutfe, and the re- 
bels that had joined thchi, the 
princes of Mignonne and U'va 
commanding the van. PIis af- 
fairs being now in a flourilliinc 
condition, that monarch, on th? 
twenty. ninth of Augnji^ pro- 
pofed in his privy- council to 
marry the; deccafed emprefs’s 
daughter by a former hnlhand, 
whom he acknowleged, in the 
life-time of her mother, to have 
debauched. The Prince of 
Mignonne this Ileadily ; 

and made lb pathetic a fpeech 
on the occafion, that the ympe- 
ror burll into tears, defilled from 
his defign,* and promifed to live 
with her as became him for the 
time to coini' 133). Such were 
the aflions by which this Dutch 
nndercopeman acquirj;.dj»the 
confidence of an empgror, and 
added lullre to thole dignities 
which he derived from his ta- 
vour^ 


(3c) Fa/J,Hi/t.Cey!oit, cap, x, xi. (31) Hijlii-f a rijjc Je Ceyhn, 

pnr iGrr$t^ f>. f^x) BjU. H.li. Cy'!>n, caf>. xh. xv, 

Cn) I'llede Qtyljn, pjr I'Aiflc U UronJ, p, oi, H'Jt. Ceyt, 

c,tp, uh 
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Holland expcAed to be treated zi the Prince and PrinceTs of Mignonne, 
frwing living in a manner fuitable to their title, and difdaioiog to be 
unfuccrfs- confidered in any otlier light The direftors of the Et^ 
fult he re- Jndia company, who had fent out Mr. Bofchhower^ as an 
fohes to under-copeman, could not be brought to comprehend any 
bofve re- ^ priQ^e ; which quickly occafioncd a 

^^e other negotiation, and induced the emperor of Cey- 

"^powen ^ plenipotentiary to think of carrying his credentials foine- 
whcix: elfe. After mature reflection on the flate of things in 
other countries, he determined to proceed to which 

was very probably occafioned by his receiving intelligence of 
the king's attention to the commerce of his fubjeCts in ge- 
neral, and to that of the Eaji Indies in particular. Some 
have thought that this was incompatible with his allegiance to 
their High Mightinefles ; but it is very apparent that lie con- 
lidered himfelf as the fubjeft and privy-counfcllor of tJic 
monarch of Ceylon \ and, if he was received and as 

fuch in Holland^ he was certainly at liberty, when ms propo- 
fals were rejeCied, to purfue the other points in his iiillnit* 
tions To fay the truth, it looks as if things had been con- 
fldered in that light by the States General, who might, if 
they had thought it proper, have hindered his leaving their 
territories, or have obliged him to return in one of the com- 
pany’s (hips to the EaJl Indies 

In this He arrived at Copenhagen July i6th, 1617, and it fcoms 
difpofttion was received there in a manner fuitable to his prctenfions. 
be proceeds While he refided in this capital the Princefs of Mignonne was 
to Copen- brought to bed of a fon, to whom his Danifh Majefiy v^as 
Hjg propofitions wci e favourably accepted by the 
toncludes a company, who entered into a negotiation with him ; and, a 
**'®*^ty being concluded between them, it was ratified and 
confirmed in the fucceedieg year by King Chrifiian IV. He 
grkntcd him alfo a man of war, called the Elephant, to carry 
him, his family and retinue, back to Ceylon, The company 
likew'ifc added fome (hips of theirs ; and the whole fquadroii 
was under the command of a Danljb nobleman, whofe name 
was Gu^en Giedde de Tommerup p. He failed with this fqiia- 
il-on from Copenhagen March 30th, 1691, and anchored at 
the i^ape of Good Hope July ipth the fame year, from whence 
he proceeded for Ceylon ; buti meeting with very bad weather, 
numbers died in the pairage, and, amongfl the refl, the Prince 

Commerce des Danoisaax Indes, p. 33* ^ " Mwnoirv: .*.• 

touchaoc les Ambafladeurs et les Minillres publiques, p. 

49. * Bald. Hift. Ceylon, cap. xvii. p Gefta ctVeltigia Da- 
norum v\ Oriente, p. 66. 
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of Mignonnc On the arrival of the Danijb comttiodorc in 
the harbour of Trinquemale^ he fent advice to the emperor, 
who, the DuUh writers fay, difavowed the treaty, becaufe 
perhaps he thought the fuccours infufficient, and too hafty a 
demand was made for the expences of the fleet. However 
this might be, the Danijh commodore isfaid to have feized all 
the prince’s effefts, and to have fet his widow on fliore in a 
very diflreifed condition ^ ; which may notwithftandiiig admit 
of fome doubt, fince, after remaining feven years at the empe- 
ror^f Ctyhi's court, Ihe thought fit to go to Tmiiqudar, 
and there ended her days. As foon as the princefs was 
landed, the Danijb commodftre proceeded for the coaft of 
Coromandel, where he made a treaty with the Nii'ick of Tan^ 
jour, and left the forces that fhoiild halve been debarked at 
Ceylon, to garrifon the fort that was erecting at Tranquebar, 
and on which lie beftowed the name of Danebourg. In his 
ancliored again in Table Bay, under the Ca^c of 
Cood Hope, Juguft 30th, 1621 ", and returned fafe in the be- 
ginning of the iiicceeding year to Copenhagen (K). 

When thefortrefs was in^a ftate of defence, and the Tn- "Th nnun 
diaus began to erect hoiifes,* or rather huts, under its pro- 
te6tIou, Tianquebdr foon changed its appearance, and, iioni 
being a place very little con/idered, and of wliich Icaree 
notice w.u taken, grew into gi’eat reputation. TJiofe ''ho-j ^ 
had the direction of the company’s affiirs treated the natives, i^ourtr. /rf- 
whethcr of the Portuguefe flock. Moors, or O'enlo-dfs, viih /y, 
jiiftice and lenity; received ihips that came to trade with all /w Kail 
imaginable readinefs, and put them under none of tliofe le- Ii.iha 

cml'aey, 

^ 1 ?ALD. Hift. Ceylon, cap. xvii. ' Gefla ct Vdligia 

Danorum in Orieiue, p. 66. Bald. Hilt. Ce)lon, cap. .wii. 

* Gdtacc Veihgia Danorum in Oriente, p. 67. 

• 

(K) According to the Datiijb them to weigh anchor with the 
admiral's infeription in hlb own reft, and return iinmeJiatcly to 
lanjMi ige, thciv were but four Denmark (35); which is not at 
lliips ill Ills l.iu.ulion, and ih ifc all confiftentwiththv; infeription, 
all belonging to the '• iiig ( j {' ; or with the account given by the 
liui the liiftoriaii lay-- ex- Damjh wtio 

prefly tlu’ic were live of the prefumed to know tljpir own 
coi'opaiiv’s lliip.-, .and cnly one alFair-beft, and who afcr.bc to 
of the king’s. Tiic l.ime per- him the fortifj ing and c*lal)lilji • 
fon fays, that one of them was ing their fcttlcinent at T^anf^nt- 
lolUaftcr the crew had revolted bar {3' ). 

«at trhitiiicmalt", which induced 

f34) j *t D wvuw ir Onfn»t, f 

Cejf!-n, cap xv.T. (■jlj} ti'-rj e: T'ji'gi I •‘O' (%.■-,/), 60. 

Mod. Hist. VoL. XI. B flialiits 
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ftraincs to which they were fubjcfted elfewhere. By thefe 
prudent methods the colony augmented in the fpace of a few 
yeai s, not only to the utinoft of their expeftations, but be- 
yond even their moll fanguine wilhcs'. This profperity in- 
duced them to think of clhbliihing faftorics upon the oppo- 
fite coafl of Atalabar, for the fiikc of obtaining a ftiare in the 
pepper trade, of fixing faftoiics in other places, and of fend- 
ing their fhips to the remoteft parts of the Indies, I'he 
Danes, therefore, had very little reafon to treat the memory 
of the Prince of Migmnne with difregard, or to complain 
that they werefeduced by' his promifes of mountains of gold 
to navigate diflaiU fens, whcrcjhey could meet with no fuch 
thing for, whatever benefit they reap from the fettlcment 
of Tranquebar, whatever they drew in procefs of time from 
the reft of the Indies ; and whatever advantages have attend- 
ed, or may attend, the revival and extcnfion of this commerce, 
ought in a great incafurc to be aferibed to that unfo^uimte 
great man, whofe projeft produced fuch an armanfSitr as 
rendered their firft feeble endea\ours efieftual, fi om whence 
all the reft has flowed as from its proper fource (L), 

* It 


< Floris’s Obfervations on the Commerce of the Indies. 
Gclla ct Velligia Danorum in Oriente, p. 66. 


(L) \Vc might eafily give the 
reader fevcral matters of fa£l 
in fupport of what is delivered 
in the text; but one inftance 
may ferve. Feancis Catkbe, of 
Rouen, acquaints us, that, in the 
month oi May 1642, he went 
on ! 'i.ird a Dunijb Eaji India fliip 
th. L gut into a porl <*f MaJa- 
gajt,*r. who gave him .1 letter in 
JFo/iu'^h'ic for Mr, Ih’gimojhi, 
who (ommandccl in *.lic iiland 
for '.‘.c Fti7;ch Eiiji JnniaQOm- 
p..- / ; a.id j'foeecds in hi', rela- 
tioiautjius(37) . “ When I came to 
“ he\\£'. aiv "y, be- 

c.iurc^l had flaid fo long, and 
“ acquain: 2d the D/^^^es wn h liic 
** ports aod flate of the iiland. 
I told hill), that, as 1 did not 


belong to his fliip, he had no- 
thing to fay to me ; and that, 
as a ChrillJan, 1 was obliged 
to relieve other Chrillians. 
Three days after, three Da- 
nijh fadlors, and four other 
men, came in thsir boat ; and 
one of th.; faclors, fpcaking 
French, faid, they came to 
dcfire him to exchange fome 
commodities proper for that 
country, for fuch as they had 
in their fhip, or to fell them 
for ready money. Regimond 
anfwcred, he would go ft'c 
their couimander, and lupply 
him and his with all he 
could ; d.’fmiinng them very 
well fatisfied, with fomc pre- 
fciit- hive days after,„/itf- 


( 37 ) Re''iti'-n du V'^jo^e de Franr « Cauckr^ deRiuen, v. I If.t de 
Ijhs adjaerrcct, et ceta d’Jjnyue, 
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It mull be allowed," that our materials for the hiAory of As far 
this commerce are very fcanty ; and that we are obliged to 

collect 


*• ^/wWmnnned his boat, and 
“ put into it a bottle of ras folis^ 
** which is a water diliillcd with 
** cinnamon and fug.'i r, very coin- 
** fortableforthellumach, Ibme 
“^wetanddry Tweetincats, fomc 
** bottles of S/>anr/^ wine, gam- 
“ monsofbacon.abarrelotfalt, 
** a hundred thoufand of afl 
forts of ftring beads, four tun 
“ of rice, and a barrel of beer. 
** I went in the boat with fix- 
** teen others, of which number 
** w ere Rrgimond himfelf, and 
Prom, commander of 
“ the colony of St. Pettr. The 
“ fame day we departed from 
“ porter. Lury we came to th^t 
“ of Itolangare, they being but 
four leagues dillant from one 
another. The DavJjh fhip 
“ prepared to engage, hanging 
“ out their lights, even on the 
“ round-tops ; but, when they 
“ knew us, all was turned into 
“ joy, embrace,, and fealling. 

“ I'nc commander treated us 
with pigs, ducks, and other 
fowl, he had brought alive 
from the iilands ; and 

after the entertainment, pre- 
fented Jum<s Prom with a 
“ iUg and a hind, both alive, 

“ brought fromthe fame iiland!,, 
and, liki ours, to breed in 
“ the illancl of MaJ.igvfcar, 

** where thee were none; keep- 
*' iiig two ..n 1 two hinds 
*• to Ihcvv in DiKPuitk. Rrgi' 
** KG/.J prefcnied tlie laid c.ip- 
*' tain wiili all that was meii- 
“ tiotu'd above, fix pieces of 
** .ebony each of them fix feet 
« ** long, and half a foot fquare, 

“ and two barrels of French 
“ bread. Irfieturn, the 
“ gave him a Ptif,iyi]^^ bound 


** about with cane hoops to 
** carry it b), containing about 
** half a tierce, and full of 
“ fugarcandy; another full of 
** white citron peel ; another, 
** fomething fmaller, of pre- 
“ ferved ginger ; [two others of 
“ little preferved oranges and 
“ lemons; a bag of pepper, con - 
** taining two meal^ures ; a bag 
** of one meafurc, of cloves ; a 
“ thoufand of nutmegs ; a pot 
** of preferved orange flowers ; 
<< a bag of cinnamon ; two 
“ pieces of Denmark cloth, 25 
** ells long each, the one of a 
** violet, and the other of a rofe 
** colour; two p.eccsrof China 
** double taffety, as long as 
“ the others, one of W'hite fat- 
“ tin, and another of blagk 
'* grogram; fix pair of coloured 
** iilk llockings, fix fine ca'isco 
** Hurts, four cotton night-caps 
“ fliichcd with white filk, two 
“ pair of P erf an breeches vvh ich 
** reach down to the ancles ; 

“ two bundles of Indtan cancs^ 
“ of feveral colours and lhapes, 

“ great and fmall, being about 
“ one hundred ; a whole fervice 
** of china-ware; and ag earth- 
** en pitcher made of ejay, 

** c.akcn ‘up near Mohammid'% 

“ tomb, with a grate ov'cr the 
“ mouth, to pour w-ater thro’, 
wh ch, being expofed to the 
** fun, cools, inftead c£ ffow- 
“ ing hot.” 'J'his la^ article is 
a litxic fuperflitious ; but how- 
ever, there cannot well be any 
evidence clearer than this pro- 
duced, of the D»nes driving 
completely the trade of hd,a 
at this jundurc ; whir h might 
furely have been cxrended aikd 
clUbliflied, if domviUc di'^erb- 
B 2 anccs 
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judge from colleft and range, in the bell order we can, fuch palTages as 
our mate- occur in authors of other nations, that fpcak incidentally of 
rials, this the traffick of the Danes, and not always with fo much can- 
eempany could with. In fpite, however, of thefe obfta- 

eontinued venture to affirm, that in twenty years the (hips 

t^th7^- of the DamJbEafi /nr/w company had opened a trade with the 
con- ' which enabled their dircdtors at Tranquehaf to fend 

dition. ’ large veflels richly laden, with cargoes well alforted, 

from all parts of the Indies ; fo tliat during the reign of 
Chriftian IV. this commerce might be juftly faid to flouriffi4ii 
us high a degree as that of any other nation in the fame fpace 
of time, the Portuguefe and Dutch only excepted ; and, if 
we confi Jer the difference of circumftanccs iir regard to thofe 
nations and the Danes, we cannot but look on this as very 
extraordinary, and affording a proof that jullice, indullry, 
and an indefatigable application, will improve even a very fmall 
Aock into a fund fufficient to anfwcr the greatell pnrpof^^j^ 
But thofe Those, however, who pique themfclvcs upon penetrating 
tircum- to the bottom of things, may poffibly difeern, that within 
fiances, thefe firft twenty years there were many accidents happened 
that had jjj Indies very favourable to the Danijh colony, and to the 
been fa- employed by the company at Copen- 

*T^them Portuguefe, Hill under the fnbjeftion of Spain, 

changing ^Ii'uggling with a foreign war, and domellic difficulties, 
their fitted The Spaniards rarely fent any fliips beyond the ftreights of 
atiott al- Malacca, the Dutch were fully occupied in obtaining the mo- 
tets, nopoly of fpices, and the Englifb felt the weight of difeord 
at home even at fo vail a dillance. On the whole, therefore, 
the Danes met with little or no oppofition from any of thefe 
nations, notwithftanding that the ruin of their commerce 
was looked upon as the joint interell of all. On the con- 
tiary, having nothing to do but to mind their own concerns, 
they w<ere generally inclined to render good offices to fuch as 
Hood in need of them, fupplying them with provifions, am- 
munition, and arms, when they had occafion for tliein ; by 
which they were great gainers, and made themfclvcs many 
friends. In procefs of time, as things began to alter, and 
the Hidch acquired an apparent and a conliderable afccndency 
xnxhii Indies, X\\^ Dane's, as well as othti nati'ms, felt the 
cffefls oPit, and found themfclvcs excluded from fomc of 

“ Gcfta ft Veftigia Danorum in Oriente, p. 66. 

ances had not deilroyed in a quired a fupport at the beginning, 
great meafure the attention, and which, when, arrived at matu- 
in a iHil greater degree the capa- rity , would have been amply re- 
city, tocarry on fuch a ti adc as re- paid. 

. thofe 
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thofe branches of trade, which, within the foregoing period, 
had turned to the beft account ; and which, if they could 
have preferved, would have enabled them to have fulfilled 
the hopes that were entertained from fo profperous a begin- 
ning 

At the fame time that things began to take a wrong turn jfjiurs in 
in refpeft to their affliirs in the Imha, thofe in Europe took Europe 
fiill a worfe. I'he founder and fupporter of this commerce, 

Cftrijiiern the fourth, had his attention called off* from things-^ 
at fuch a diftance by thofe long and bloody wars, in which, 
during the laft ypars of his life, he was continually engaged; 
and which with a very few, and thofe but fliort intervals, companj. 
laffed for many years after his deceafe *. I'hefe troubles in 
the north, amongft other mifehievous confequeiices, had very 
bad cffcfls cn the afEiirs of the Danijb company, and put it 
their power to correfpond regularly with their colony 
at Tranquebary which of confequence difabled that fttilemcnt 
from fendiiirr fliips in the manner they had hitherto done into 
Etirope 'f. This alteration ir^their affairs was not oidy feverely 
felt by them, but at the fame time rendered them contemptible 
to the European nations that were more foi tunate, and dimi- 
nilhed their ciedit with the natives; ciicumffances that wcfe 
equally mortifying and irreparable ; neither was it a fmall ad’* 
dilion to thefe untoward accidents, that, being altogether un- 
forefeen, the ffate of their commerce did not at all corre- 
fpond with the appearance of the fort and town, w'hich they 
had taken care to embcllifli in a manner that diftlaguillied it 
from moft of the towns upon the coaft, at Icaft at this 
junfture *. 

The famous navigator fTfiZ/rr who is juflly Walter 

cftcemed for the fimplicity and veracity of his relations, in- Schou- 
forms us, that he was there in i66i ; at which tifiie the 
Danijh fort, being a fquarc, with regular balllons, all built °f 
of hard white Ifone, and the town of a large extent, laid out *J^^***^ 
into long and broad llrccts, under its piote<Jtion, afforded a 
very aguvablc profpeft from the fci. J 3 iit he obferves, as if thevear^^ 
It had been fbmething remarkable, that tlicre were tw^DflniJh 1661."*^ 
fliips in the port, the officers of which weie verf civil to 
ihofc of the Duiih fhip called the Red Lion, on which he was 
on bo.n d. It feems it was no iifual thing for two fliips to be 
there together ; and he farther remarks, that their flags were 

Voyage aux InJes Orientales, parGjiuriER Sciiouten, 
tom. i. p. 577. * I’uFFLNDORF, Dfsvv)(. uEs, &c. Com- 
merce lies i)anois aux indcs, p. 53. * DiiiionSire de Com- 

merce, tpni. ii, col. 754, 
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but rarely fcen ‘mother ports of the /nciics. He tells us like- 
wife, that they ^vcrc upon very bad terms with the MoorSy 
which was one great occafion of their lofles ; and that the 
town was fometimes in danger of being plundered, if it had 
not been for the fuccours received fioin the fortrefs, in which 
there is always a pretty good garrifon of European troops. 
The town, he farther lays, was inhabited by Topajfesy Gen^ 
io-wSj and Moors, all of whom, according to the cullom of 
that country, pay an annual capitation to the Danes, as an 
acknowlegcinent for their defending them in time of dan- 
(M). 

SECT. 

* Voyage aux Indes Oricntales de Gautier Sciiouten, 
vol. i. p. 577. 

(M) The Chriflian nations ther hole^, which admit To few 
that trade to the Indies, fuch as rays from the lun, and thofetoo 
K\\c EngHJh, Dutch, zxiA French, fo oblique, astO'^:teate only a 
as well as the Danes, have fet- h«nd of twililight ; yet in thefe 
tlcmcncs all along the coalt of mean, low, damp, dark, and 
Coictnundel, fo that they are no- wretched places, arc wrought 
>f',icre above ten, and in fome all thofe hnc and beautiful piece 
places not fix leagues one from goods that are bi ought in fuch 
another. Each of thefe Euro- quantities, and fold at fo high 
peaa forts or factories has a a price, all over Europe. As 
town, or at Icail a village, be- provifions are cheap, and in- 
longiiig to it, inhabited by Chri- duilry great amongit thefe peo- 
Hians, Moors, and Gentows ; but pie, who all work at fome thing 
thefe laft are generally fpeaking or other, they labour for veiy 
the moll numerous (38). The fmall wages, which enables fuch 
huts that they live in are fmall as purchafe their goods at the 
and poor, refembling rather ho* firil hand to gain confidera- 
vels fo? beafts than habitations bly by them ' 1 39). This em- 
for men, and yet foi^ the mod ploys the Chriltians and the 
part they have numerous fami- Moors, as well as the merchants 
lies. On the outlide thefe huts of theii own nation, who cither 
appear to be fo low, that one fend them to dilFerent places on 
cou{,(l, fcarce fuppofe a man their own account, or fell them 
could ef^.er them with cafe, or to fome of the European com- 
lla'id uprtglit in them ; but they panies. Sometimes Gentmu mer- 
are funk fo much below the chants, that are very rich, put 
fu'. face of the foil, that tney are themfelves under the pi ateilion 
confiderably higher within. In of an fort, and manage 

thefe huts there are properly the commerce between their nia- 
fpeaking no \vindows, but ra- Hers and their countrymen, by* 

Aa afcAtnt of the and •ernment. Learning and Orcanomy, of the 

%loU»irtani,y. 5 . {yi) Ta'^ernier, Le Btun, OviKgSon, 6^e, 
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SECT. III. 

^be different Shifts to which the Danlih Colors are 
forced to have recourfs^ in order to maintain them- 
fetoes in Poffeffwn of their Fortrefs, Attacked by 
the Naick of Tanjour with Juperior Forces, Gene-- 
rpufly affified by the Englifn, to wbofe gallant Beha- 
viour they fiand indebted for the Prefervation of 
Tranqucbar, and^ of copfequence^ their Footing in 
the Indies. 


A S it requires infinitely more fkill to coiuluft a veflcl in Meth^s 
ftorms, or through flreights befet with rocks and fhoaIs,/^.vA///'// 
fair weather, or in the open fea; fo iii a fituation like Da- 
thisj^^ieii the nioihci’-conntry was able to do little or no- ” 
thing, feuding fupplies both fcldom, and in a nr.inncr very ir- 
regular, we cannot with any colour of jufl'ce deny, that the 
managers of the Danljb commerce deferved commendation tor 
keeping their artairs on foot, rather than contempt for 
mean condition thc'y uere jji. The methods by which they 
did this merit c\puinaiion. In the hi It place, the levcnut* of 
the town of ’Trauquclmr airorded a fubfi/tcnce for the garri- 
fon, which, though not very coafider.ible, was regularly paid, 
and kept conllautly complete. The faioll iaitories tliey had 


which they grow cxcclTivcly 
rich; which wealth, however, 
they conceal with as much in- 
dullry as may be, fiiice otlierwife 
it would be taken from them 
cither by the Moruf s eftieeri, or 
by foine of their own Kaj.ilis, 
wlio are people equally rapa- 
cious. As the ]\uiopeuus com- 
juonly defend them from bodi, 
they ferve them with great fide- 
lity ; and, when they become 
rich, fcldom llir out of their 
(40) . '^I'he Mtiurijh mer- 
chants are more in number, and 
drive a very uxrenfivc trade, 
hiving fevcial large iliips of 
'^tliLir own, which bov.cver are 
nfually navigated, at IcaLt in a 


great mcafure, by Europeans i 
and it is moilly under their co- 
lours that they fail to all parts of 
the LjArSf even as far as the 
MtiniUas. Of thvfe veifcls there 
are commonlv twenty or#thirty 
that belong 10 the pons of Ma- 
lahut, befidcs thofe of the Oa- 
nijh company ; and, as in this 
paic of the world thcic is no- 
thing done fur nought, it is 
cafy to conceive, that tlu^c,i^ha 
have the management 9 ^ aiT.iirs 
at r ranquebnr, draw confiderablc 
profit from that traffick which 
is carried on under their pro- 
tedlion, as well as from the me- 
chanics, and others who live by 
the fruit of their labours (41). 


Ihimil'o'i's A^ccjm rf the Ejfr W. i. p. J51, (41) Dt 

KK.eiie, t m, u. 10/, 'j y\, 
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on the Malabar co;ift, their lodge at Chinchurat, and fomc 
other places in Bengal^ and a more coiifidcrabic fcttlcmeiit at 
Bantam^ furniflied them with feveral kinds of commodities 
and mciniifaftiires, which were embarked, as occafion ferved, 
on board the veflels they fent to Surat, into the Bay of Ben- 
g il, to the eights of Malacca, and to the ifland of Celebes^, 
This country trade, if they had driven it intirely upon their 
own bottom, would not only have kept them from want, but 
procured them wealth, at leaif under a frugal managenfent. 
The cafe, however, was otherwife ; for, not having a fuffi- 
cient capital, they were obliged to let out their Ihips for hire, 
and to take a great many goods on freight for Gentow and 
Moonfi merchants. Thcfe feveral ways, taken togetho-, kept 
them in a tolerable condition, and put it in their power to fend 
now and then, perhaps once in two or three years, a lliip to 
Europe c. 

*rb?man‘ Hu r though thefe, and other arts of a like kind, might 
nef in enable them to go on in peaceable and quiet times, yet it could 

mb.'Jj not be fuppofed they ftiould afford them any lefoiirccs in 

tJ e\' ha'ce clrcumftances of diflrcfs or darfger to which they were fomc- 
ietvftom expofed, and more than once brought to the very brink 
principal caufe of thefe difficulties was the 
*mfil(l h had with the Rajah of Tanjmir, who, 

thkiiuih ^t'ivolous pretences, interrupted their communica- 

tf Tan- lif’n by land ; and fometimes carried his refentment fo high, 
jour. as tobefiege their fortrefs and town with a numerous army**. 

If we may credit fomc accounts, as fmall and infignificant as 
the Danijb commerce might appear in the eyes of their potent 
competitors, this did not intiicly exempt them from envy, or 
hinder their covetous neighbours from c)ffering very coniidera- 
blc fums for the port which they po/refled. If the Indian 
R ijah could reduce it at other times, being hiinfelf hard 
piclfcd by the Mo^ul, he judged it reafoiuble, or at leaf! 
need liny, that hir. tenants flionld bear a lliarc of the hard/liip 
..s Well as himfcit ; and therefore employed force to extort 
tlie fums for which he had occafion, and which, tho’ their 
.iby. ty was very fm.ill, the Danes were compelled to furnifli*'. 
Wlieii\nder thefe prefTures, it has been iniinuated, that they 
t'-uk very bold and imwarrnnt.iblc Ifeps to extricate them- 
i'ehcs. An inihnee of this, wc are allured by a countryman 

•* Hilloire des Indes Orientales, par Guyon, tom. iii. p. 77. 
Dioliona ire dti Commerce, tom. li. col. 754. « Commerce* 

des Danois aux Indcs, p. y*- ** Gefla ct Vcligia Danorum 

inOriente, p. 67. * Diclionairc de ^Commerce, toin.ii. 

col. 1142, 


of 
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of ours, happened in 1684, when, through accidents of this 
fort, and the additional calamity of a famine, they were re- 
duced fo low as to pawn three of their baftions to the Dutch, 
for fuch a fum of money as might keep the garrifoit, and the 
people of the town, from flarving. Thefe, however, they 
redeemed the next year ; but how they acquired the means 
of doing it, was a fecret in the Indies. Some fufpicions there 
were, however ; becaufe an EngUJb country (hip, called the 
Fomidfh, bound to Surat, and which in her palTage called at 
Calicut for water, wood, and other ftores, never reached her 
port ; and a great firing of guns was heard from fea not long 
after (he failetl from Client ; and two Danijb (hips were at 
that time eniifing from Cape Comimrin to Surat, which occa- 
fioiied great doubts which were never cleared up ^ (N). 

It 

f Hamilton's Account of the Eafi Indies, tom. i. p. 352. 


(N) We have (hewn in the 
foregoing note, that all tlicJ^A- 
tapgan nations, who have any 
(flare in the trade to the ladies, 
have alfo retclemcnts upon this 
coall, and are confcqueiitly ri> 
vals. This is the true fource 
from which thofe (Irange (lories 
anie that are circulated in the 
Jf,dits, often upon very (light, 
and not feldom without the lead 
foundation. Thus, if we may 
depend upon Mr. Ibewnot (42), 
when the French Eajl India com- 
any was about to form an ella* 
lidiment zi Surat, the governor 
pf that great city was informed, 
that they were no better than a 
nation of pirates ; and, to make 
this the better believed, they 
magniiied the cruelties of one 
Hugo Lambert, who had taken a 
Mi ^rijb vcfTcl laden with the 
baggage of ^the Queen of Fifia- 
pour, on the coall of Arabia', 
on which occafion, it was faid 
^atlie tortured feveral perfons, 
to make them confefs what was 


become of the (liver and jewels 
Ithat had been on board. How- 
ever, a certain Capuchin monk, 
whole name was Father Am- 
brofe, undertook to clear up the a 
matter \ and, tho’ Hugo'o vclTel 
was in part manned 'bv French, 
had a French commilTion, and 
failed under French colours, yet 
this Hs^go, who commanded her, 
was a Dutchman', and thus the 
tale was retorted upon thofe who 
had given it credit. But, after 
all, whatever fufpicions there ^ 
were, no proof is pretended in 
the cafe mentioned in the l^xC ; 
and, as {tncxoXMcoriJh princes 
upon the coall of Malc^ar re- 
gard piracy as a kind of royal 
amnfement, the lofs of the For- 
mofa may be as well placed jo 
their account (43I. M we 
may go one ftep farther ; the 
(hips from Surat are generally 
richly laden, thatis, have a large 
quantity of filver on board ; 
but velTels bound to Surat have 
little or no money on board (44 } ; 


(4.2) ^a^eaux Indes Orientates, tern, v.^. 63. (43) Tavthaer, Gemelli 

i^arreri, 7 lbi,veHot,&et (44-) From private information. 


and. 
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Imputa- It is without doubt a very unbecoming thing in a hiftorian 
tiensonthe to throw out national reflections, or to deliver as matters of 
Danes Iff ^hat may fuggefl them, when no authority can be 
5® brought to fupport thofe faCts beyond the power of contradic- 
reafon we have been fo tender in raention- 
7obMaken ‘"8^ reader may find very roundly aflerted in feveral 

hy them, * voyages ; and which it is certain is an opinion 

commonly received in the Indies^ whether well grounded or 
not. Taking it for granted that it is not altogether without 
foundation, that piracies are faid to have been committed by 
fliips under the DaniJIj flag, ‘the fame perhaps may be alfo 
laid of other nations ; and the French accounts of Madaprafear 
furnifh us with inftances of their fliips ernifing upon the 
Maori without any colour of juftice, and without fo much as 
the excufe of neceflity or diftrefs * (O). But, as thefc are 

s Hilloire de grande ifle dc Madagafcar, par Monficur Fla- 

COURT, p. 

and, as to a rich cargo of goods, narration in his own words 
the could never have fold (45): “ Proceeding onwaid in 
^them without furniihing* fuili* “ twenty -three degrees of north 
cient evidence of the means by ** latitude, near the tropic of 
which they had acquired them. “ Cancer ^ and before Mecca^ 
(O) It is very pofflble, and to ** wc met five Dutch Ihips. Af- 
fay the truth very probable, ter the ufual falutes, they 
that the Danes might at this **• made out to Tea, andwcian 
timecruife upon the Moors ; and “ up in fight of Suez, which is 
might juftify thii by way of re- “ at the bottom of the gulph. 
prifal, on account of their own ** PafltngbetwixtZi^/(/, an open 
..veiTt'ls being taken by the people “ town on the cnaft of the 
of Malahar ; but the French ** kingdom of AbyJJinia^ under 
eould have no fach reafon, (ince ** the tropic of Cancer, and the 
they made prizes of the Moors *' ifland of Sabega, which is on 
before they had fo much as an the other fide of the gulph, 
eftabliflimcnt in the /»*//«. Wc above Mecca in A'ahia,yfc 
will cite an inftance from one difeovered an Fnglijh frigate 
wio was himfclf an adlor in ‘‘ convoying the merchants that 
W'hat\? relates ; and whoinge- “ traded from one fide to the 
iiiionfly confefres, that, having other. They of the frigate 
b-en able to make norhing by ** would have picked a quarvel 
planting at Madagafcar, they “ with us, threatening lO deli- 
were defirous of trying what “ ver us up to the country- . 
might be done by Tea on the ** people as rovers ; but, feeing^ 
coafts of Arabia, lake his “ us prepare to fight, they let 

f4S) Reljt’cn du Vayaffe dr Frai^ns Couebe, de Rouen, en I’Jjlc de Madagafcar^ 
hit: a jjaientes, et Cctei d'Afr’i:-, 

ua 
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things of a very odious nature, we will dwell upon them no 
longer, but return to the current of our hiftory ; which leads 

us 

« us pafs. At length, after ** up; which as foon as we 
ranging all the gulph, we “ did, Ihe prefently fenc to 
** fleered about towards the ** order the flranger vefTel to 
** month of it ; and, beinz in llrike her fails, and difarm s 
fifteen degrees of north Tati- ** and, they refuling fo to do, 
“ tude, near the ifland " the bark fired four guns. That 

“ which is between Ziiif in “ daunted them ; but much 
“ JrabiOf and Ma»ua on the “ Inore, when our fhip laid her 
“ coaft of Absffinia^ our bark ** aboard, they demanded to 
** met a Malabar veflel, having ** capitulate ; and furrendered, 
** thirty men aboard, bcfides the upon condition that no wrong 
** pafTcngers, going over from ** fhould be done either to the 
•* to Arquico. This bark “ new-married lord, his reti- 

“ carricatdrelvepattereroes,and " nuc, or the velTcl. This be- 
was loaded with fcnrlct cloth, ** ing granted, wc made LaU 
*' gold and filver, bcfides a come aboard our fhip, and 
“ quantity of money, moft of brought with him aji the 
** whichbelong’dioan/y/jYj^///V//i *** money wc found aboard his 
** lord, who had juft married " veflel, with fome pieces of 
“ \vi Arabia hWlix. She fcarlet cloth, and eight cows, 

“ was likewife aboard, beauti- ^Meaving them four, with their 
“ ful and young, wearing a provifions and water, which 
“ tunic of white and red flriped ** vras in great jars, as alfo a 
** faitin, with a fort of man's ** confidcrable part of their 
coat of the fame fllk, reach- “ goods. The ready money, 
ing down to her hams; a amounting to above two hun- 
** little red and white turbanc “ dred thoufiind crowns, fatif- 
“ on her head, and under it a *• fled our captain’s avarice, 
white coifte of very fine muf- “ which made him undertake 
“ Ijh. 'I’he hufband's garment “ that voyage. Having taken 
** wa.s of crimfon velvet, with ** leave of one another, swe 
" gold loops ; and his fervants, ** held on our courfe to return 
•* being twelve in number, had “ to ; Wt fortune, which 
“ all cloatlis equally flriped “ favoured ns beyond our wifli- 
** black and white from top to ** es, brought into our liTouths 
bottom, as alfo turbants and ** a merchant fhip bound fioiii 
“ fey miters. The fails of the “ Cape Guar Jafu for Xarlfy^'\\}\' 
“ veflel were made of ruflies, as •* out any defence; of -Ahicli 
“ are thofe of the Malabars and “ having pollclTcd ourfelvcs 
'Japorefei ; the commander’s “ without any oppofition, wc 
** name was Ledo. As foon as ** took out moft ot the goods, 
** ouf* bark difeovered them, ** being fllks and callicoes of 
***nie hoifted the red flag at the ** all colours, with raw filk and 
“ topmaft-head,pndiiredagun, ** cotton, leaving the fliip and 
*' to gu'c notice to our fliip that ** merchants to go ^ere they 
“ we cfpivd a fail j and then “ pleafed. We fleered our 
** chafed the veflel till we came ** courfc thence to Madavafear ; 

“ and. 
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us to ftiew, that the Engli/b were much better neighbours to 
the Danes than fomc other people, who made no fcruple of 
taking advantage from their diflrcfs ; whereas our country- 
men not only contributed to relieve them from a principle of 
friendlhip andgcnerofity, but did it alfo at their own coft, and 
to their own lofs, 

^he Rajah About the clofc of the laft century, when Mr. Pittvri^^ 
if Tan- the Englifb governor at Fort St. George^ a propofition is faid 
jour, in- to have been made to the Rajah of Tanjour, for the ^urchafe 
cited fy of Tran^ueb'ar, at no lefs a rate than fifty thoufand pardoes in 
ready money, when it fiiould be in his power to deliver it. 

having early intelligence of this intrigue, ap- 
^ ^ng/ijb for fiiccour ; which was generoufly pro- 
tbeD^v»% and afterwards as punctually performed •. The Rajah 
•^Tran- Tanjour y having once refolved upon this enterprife, afiem- 

quebar. bled an army of between thirty and forty thoufanc^efl^ith 
which he marched llrait towards Tranquebar. The Tndians 
were fo extremely cautious, that they began to open their 
trenches above a mile from the town, and carried on two at- 
tacks. The earth being a‘ dry fand, they drove down the 
bodies of cocoa-nut-trees infiead of fiakes, both on the in- 
fidc and on the out, and filled up the fpacc between them 
' with fand, fo that their trenches were almofi; as thick as a 
town-wall, and very high, fo that they were perfcftly covered 
from the Danijh fire. They had about twenty or thirty thou- 
fand men employed in this fiegc ; and with incredible labour 
and patience, in about five months time, they brought down 
their trenches M'ithin piftol-fliot of the walls ; and with their 
batteries had almofi ruined one of the bafiions, when the 
EngHJb reinforcements arrived. The Dana expeCted every 
day an afiault, and were preparing to move their effeCls into 
tliQ fort, and quit the town ; and indeed they gave the enemy 
very little diilu^bance in carrying on their works, for the 
ganil'o]! did not confift of more than two hundied Europeans , 

Harris's Voyages, vol.i. p. 977. * Harris’s Voyages, 

__ _ mid. 

«* anS, without r.iecting any pccially to the Portuguefe j fo 
thing worth obferving, an- that if the Danes have leally 
chored at Port St. Lucy the dipped ink, we need not won - 
“ beginning of 1643, dcr at the dcclenfion ofr their 

“ and landed at our colony of colony, for none furely woidd 
St. Peter This humour of willingly conhde in fuch a* 
taking, inllcad of trading, has were partly 'merchants, and 
been fataci to thofe nations who partly corfairs. 
have indulged it, and more cf- 
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as many Indian Portuguefe, and about a thoufand blacks ; 
and, bcfidcs the fort, they had to defend the circumference 
of the town wall was not Icfs than a mile and a half. It was 
faced with flonc, but had no ditch ; and therefore th&Danes^ 
to prevent the enemy’s fcaling it, had fet high palUfadoes 
upon the top of the ramparts. 

A DAY or two after the EngUJb arrived a fally was re- CaUani 
folved ; and about fun-rife a detachment of the blacks marched behaviour 
out, and were followed by the Englijh : but the blacks were oftbeiug* 
no foonor out of the gates, than they opened to the right and lilh amti- 
Icft, and made room for the Englijh to advance, never intend- Haries 
iiig to engage thcmfelves. A bod^ of the enemy moved out ^ 
of their trenches upon this, and came on in tolerable order 
w'iih their broad fwords and fliields, without Ihootit^ 
arrow, or firing a piece. I'hcy were all decently doathed in 
white veils and turbants, and Teemed determined to engage 
hand i;nnd in the plain between the town and the trenches. 

The Engltjfj officers wcie in Ibme pain, feeing this body of 
Indians advance with fo good a countenance, knowing their 
men were fevcral of them new raifed, and mixed with Por* 
tuguefc, on whom there is very Iktle dependence. But the 
great guns from the walls, beginning to play, put them into 
confulion, and they retired to their trenches with much 
greater haflc than they came out ; and our men, advancing 
while they w Cl e in that coiillernation, drove them ftill far- 
ther : but there being no preparations made for levelling the 
trenches, and the day growing hot, the EngliJJj retired into 
the town, and the enemy returned into their works, without 
any great lufs on cither lide. 

A ii'.w days alcci it was refolved to make another fally ^ the 
with the gicitclf part of the garrifon ; and accordingly they help of 
marched out at the gieat gate oppofite to the principal attack, n^hiebthe 
The black foldicis, according to cuftom, retiied under x)nj^fhe 
wallf almolt as loon as they were out, to make room for the 
Eurcpi-iUtS. The enemy kept clofc in their trenches, firing '2’an‘our 
coiitinnally. Between tlie two attacks, upon the plain, Hood ^ 
a u)iillderable body of mnlkctccrs and pikemcn, againlfwhom 
the Englifh commimdei thought Ht to advance ; but had not^ ^ , 
maichecl many paces before a ball wounded him in the mi' idle 
of his foot, which compelled him to quit the field. The 
next ('illcei tlieieupon took the command, and led them to- 
wards the enemy, \\ ho were drawn up in the plain. That 
-bedy, 1 otic i ling, ilicw the F.nghjb lb far from the town, that 
thef were intciveptetl by the Moorijh horfe ; and the Danes, 
wliom the Enghji> expeiled to have fnpported them, licver 
advanced a 11 cp. In this exigency the Englijh officer ■ having 

thrown 
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thrown fome grenades into the trenches, the Indians were fo 
complaifaiit as to quit them, and make room for the Englijh, 
who marched quite along them towards the town, till they 
came to the end of the works; but here they were met by 
the Moorijb horfc ; yet upon ma!:ing one general fire, in 
which great execution was done, the horfc fcoured off, and 
left tlie Englijh at liberty to march on to the walls, where they 
found the Danes drawn up in perfeft fecurity. In this a^fion 
the Englijb were one half of them killed or wounded ; but 
however, it was by this leafonable affiftance that tlui Danes 
preferved this- town and fortrefs ; for, foon after, the Rajah 
of Tanjour, growing weary of a war that haraffeJ his fub- 
je^s, and brought himfelf no adviintage, retired into his own 
territories, and left the Danes at liberty to purfue their trade, 
and rellore their fliattered affairs as well as they could 

S E C T. IV. ^ — 

Frederic IV. takes a Refolution of employing Mijfion- 
arm to preach the Chriftian Faith amongSt the Pa- 
gans. ihe Steadinefy with wbich^ in fpite of all Dif 
couragements^ this excellent Dejign has been purfued. 
An accurate Account of the Danifh Settlement^ Fort- 
refs^ Port^ adjacent Country^ Dependencies^ prefent 
Condition^ and future ProfpeSls from the Colony at 
Tranquebar. Some ConjeStures on this SuljeSl^ and 
the Arguments for and againjl the Danifh Schemes 
truly and clearly Jlated. 

Danifh T^Y thefe, and other fiicli-Jike accidents, the commerce of 
rtijjion- Tranquebar was exceedingly reduced at the entrance of 

ariesfent the prdent century, notwithflanding all the care that thofe 
to Tran- intrufted with the management of the company’s affairs could 
quebar /iJ'takc; they therefore thought themfelves at liberty to divert a 
j iy^'part of their attention to putting things upon the fpot in the 
* bell: condition polllble, that, by enlarging the town, and in- 
^creafingthc number of her fubjeils, their icvcnuc at once 
xni^ht be augmciiti 1 , and rcndcrcil more certain. In order 
to further this I'cheme, the Dant/h company, having applied 
themfelves to their monarch Frederic the fourth, a prince of 
lincere piety, as well as great clemency and prudence, he in- 
quired niirrowly into the ftatc of religion, which he*appre-' 
bended ought to have been one of their principal objeflf in 

. ^ Ocfta ct Vciligia Danoruni in Ori.nte, p. 67. 
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the conduct of that colony ; and, receiving a very unfatisfaflory 
account, he determined to fend over miSionaries thither ; an 
aflion ('qually worthy of a Chriilian prince, and of a (bund 
puliticiaii ' (P). Upon this occafion recourfe was had to the 

celebrated 

1 Hamilton's Accoant of the Bail Indies, vol. i. p. 352. 

(P) The dcfire of propagating purchafe or by conquell turn tQ 
the Chriftian religion is> natural little account without people ; 
to every prince who is fincercly and to thinlc of fending lufE- 
influenced by his own belief of cient numbers fo far, is to ha- 
lt ; and to this principle the zard depopulation at home for 
fpreading of the Chriilian faith the chance of railing colonies 
has been in a great meafure ow- abroad. But to convert the na- 
i ng. What advantages have at- tives, is in cfFe6l to acquiretheir 
tended this, may be ea/ily pur- bodies as well as to (ave their 
celved by comparing Europe fouls:, hoever becomes a good 
with tlfh Mother parts of the ChrilHan is a good fubjcdl of 
globe ; and by confidering the courfe, and in the Indies more 
circumlhiiices in which the in- efpccially, where the natives 
habitants, particulatly of the have moral notions and moral 
northern regions, were before liabits from education, the con- 
. their converlion, and the condi- fequcnce ' is fo much the more 
tion in which we behold them certain. But, to form fome 
at prclciit. 'I'he zeal, therefore, judgment ol the benefits that 
of fpreading the gol'pcl, as a might arife from hence, let us 
fcheiiic of happinels, into the only refleft on the advantages 
molt diihant paits of the world, the Spaniards would draw from 
is at o.ue a teltimony of true then territories in the In- 
beiicficeiire, as well as folid dics^ if thofe ten millions of 
piety ; and experience Picws us, people, which they are faid to 
that It has prevailed farther, and have deftroyed there by that 
had much more powerful citects time their conqueAs were com- 
than cither hiiinan policy, or plete (47), were added to the 
force ol arms. A Chiiftian prefent number of their fubje^s ; 
prince, who dcfircs to raife an according to a moderate com- 
ejUblidimunt in coiintiics at i'o putation, thi;/muA add to their 
vail a diJlance a> the Indust can annual revenue at lead as many 
never hx thole hopes on any pounds lieiling. Suppofe the 
notion fo piobable or rational emperor oi Ceylon, and all his 
as that of converting the natives fubjeds, were Chrillians and- 
to Clirillianity, bccaul'e this is ProtclUnts, can there bj^’any 
the only way to intitlc him to doubt made that this would in- 
thc elpccial favour of Provi- creafe the commerce of that 
dence, without which all hopes iiloiid in an extraordinary de- 
pf prQfpciity .Tie vain greu ? One great argument in 

P^'leihoiis acquired cither by favour of the truth of the Chrif- 

( }.fi) Chfifiiaii/me ItiJet . p.'r Hf, La p 521. (47) Ptr- 

eLai i I'^nmage, /». 963, 964. j 
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celebrated Dr. Francke, divinity profeflbr of the univerfity of 
Halle in Saxmy^ a. man equally diilingui/hcd for his learn- 
ing, piety, and difinterefted zeal for religion ; who, front 
amongli his numerous dlfdples, made choice of two, Bartho* 
lomew Zicgenbalg and Henry Plutfchau, whom he recom- 
mended as perfedly qualified for fb arduous an undertaking 
Thcfc, therefore, were received in that quality by his Daniflj 
Majef^i and orders given that they fhould be fent by the next 
(liips into the Indies ; and accordingly, on the twenty-fifth of 
November 1705, at Copenhagen^ they embarked on b(**rd the 
Princefs Sophia Hediuigh, and arrived in the month of /Ipf il 
following at the Cape of Coed Hope ; and, failing from thence 
again, on the 8th of May they entered the harbour of Tran- 
quebart on the coaft of Coromandel^ the beginning of July 

1706" 

, Tiilir 

** Propagation of the Gofpel in the Eaft, P. iii. p- 2. Gcfla 
et Veltigia Danorum in Oriente, vol. i. p. 74. 


tian religion is, that it contrfL 
bates highly to our temporal in- 
terefts ; and if this be fo, ,thea 
» the propagation of the gofpel 
is the nioft petfjd policy, and 
will be found fo in the event. 
Plaufiblc objeftions, no doubt, 
may be raifed againft this by 
men of fubtilty, and who have 
the art of reprefenting their no- 
tions in a f.iir drefs ; but they 
will have litdc weight with thofe 
who reflcA, that human nature 
is every -where the fame ; and 
th£t what has fpread learning, 
politenefs, and happinefs, thro* 
one quarter of the world, is like, 
with due attention, to be attend- 
ed with the fame happy cffefls 
in any other. 

(Q ) The pious dcfign of 
fendmg milTionaries to 'Jianeue- 
bar ij faid to have been lug- 
gefled to Fietieric the fourth by 
one of his chaplains (48) ; but, 
whoever propofedit, the honour 


certainly belongs to that prince 
who carried fo good a dcfign in- 
to execution. Some poffibly may 
furmife, that the fchemeof fend- 
ing Proteftant priells into the 
Indies was in fome meafure a 
work of fupererogation, conii- 
dering the numbers of Popilh 
monks and miflionaries who are 
already there with greater ad- 
vantages, better connefted, and 
more eflFeflually fupporced, than 
Proteftant preachers can with 
any probability propofe or ex- 
peft. If therefore thefe, as 
themfclves report, make conti- 
nually multitudes of converts, 
why fliould they be dillurbed ? 
Or, on the other hand, if they 
labour in vain, and the harveft 
proves but thin, though the huf- 
bandmen arc many, what reafons 
are there to hope ? In anfwerto 
this, it may be truly faid, that 
thclh conftderations, inl|ead of 
deterring, ought to have pronjpt- 


(48 J HftoireJu Cbnftianifme det Jndest par M LaCKZtt p. S35. Seealfi 
tie hiroejTiton to the third part of the Fropagathn of the Gofpel in the Eajt, 

cd, 
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Their coontiTiiien gave them but little encoyragement 
tt]pon their firft coming over ; and were fo far from /hewing 
any extraordinary zeal for this new eftablilhmenr, that they 
made no fcruple of treating it as a projeA chimerical and im- 
pradticable ; into which belief they were led from a perfua- 
lion, that the milGonaries would never be able to learn the 
DamuUan language, which id commonly fpoken throughout 
Malabar, to fuch a degree of perfection as to preach it flu- 
ently to a people naturally fond of oratory, and efleemed to 
/peak their own language more correClly than any of the na- 
tions in their neighbourhood <>. This did not at all difeou-* 
rage our miflionaries, who within a fliort time fet up a Por^ 
tugtiefe fchool, where they taught poor children gratis. They 
next took a Malabar fchoolmailer, with all his difciplcs, 
amongfl whom they entered themfelves, and were content to 


* Fi-ppagation of the Gofpel in the Ball, P. i. p, a6, 27. 


cd, as very probably they did, 
a prudent and religious prince 
to purfue this meafure with vi> 
gour. The Jefuits, and ocher 
miflionaries, do not fo properly 
convert the Indiant to Chriili- 
anicy as to popery ; they preach 
not the gofpel according to St. 
Matthew or St. Luke, but ac- 
cording to Father Jeram Xa*vifr 
(49). 'I'hey multiply their con- 
verts rather by teaching them 
exterior ceremonies, than the 
doctrines of the Chriflian faith j 
ond keep them in fuch a depend- 
ence on the church of R 9 me,MA 
on themfelves, as cakes away all 
probability of feeing any na- 
tional churches of Chriltians in 
the Judies, Whoever ferioufly 
reflects on thefe particulars, will 
eafily difcern why they have 
preached hitherto with fo little 
eiFeft and what grounds there 
are to hope that thofe who 
preach the gofpel fincerely, who 
Out the holy feriptures into the 
of the natives in their own 


language, who profefs that God 
is no refpecter of perfon^ who 
make not the leafl difference be- 
tween new and old Chriffians« 
who deiire to fee thefe people 
not profelytes only, but preach^' 
ers, may fucceed where they 
have failed ( ^o). On the whole, 
therefore, the fending thefe mif- 
fionaries was certainly a very 
prudent as well as a very pious 
undertaking, flowing from juft 
and laudable motives, and not 
from a hally fit of enthuflafm ; 
and which, as the reader will 
fee in the next note, has been 
fteadily and conftantly jffofe- 
cuted, to the honour of the Z>«- 
government, and the great 
benefit of the natives, through 
tile vifible blefling of God on 
the labours of the mifllotiari«f 
and the alfiflanc^ givc^ them 
more efpccially by their Eughjb 
neighbours, which they have ge- 
neroufly and publicly acknow- 
Icscd. 
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learn to read and write that language with the children ; which 
they did with fuch afliduity, that in a year's time they became 
mailers of it, and could read, write, and fpeak it, as well as 
any of the natives Mr. Ziegcnbalg continued lus apoilolic 
la^urs with indefatigable zeal till February 23d, 1719, when, 
being abfolutely worn out with his incredible fatigues, he de- 
parted this life when not full thirty-fix years of age As for 
Mr. Plutfchau, being of a weaker conflitution, he was forced, 
after preaching there for fonu^ years, to return home ; but 
his place was lupplied by others, who, following the eisam- 
ple of Mr. Ziegenbalg, promoted vigoroufly the defign upon 
which they were Tent, and i^ade many converts. In the 
courfe of their million they met with many difficulties and 
difeouragements ; but by an indefatigable diligence and exem- 
plary life, and a feivent zeal for that gofpel they preached, 
overcame them all (R). 

We 


p Hilloire du Chriflianifine des Indes, par Monf. La Croze, 
p. 537. Propagation of die Gofpel in the Baft, P. iii. p. 8. 
^ Hilloire du Chriftianifme des Ipdes, par Monfieur La Croze, 
p. 536. 567. 


* (R) The reader will eafily 
perceive, that, to enter into a 
regular djtail of thclc matters 
would require a omplcte trea- 
tife, ''nd that of no fmall ex- 
tent ; what therefore is faid here 
to illuftrrre hat has been al- 
ready faid in the text, is only 
with a view to prevent the 
charge of omitting, in a work of 
this nature, a point of fuch high 
importance; and, having pre- 
mifed this, we will jproceed to 
fome farther hints. The ^nif- 
fionaries^ft fent over met with 
many dSl^uliies, and, amongft 
others, with thefe, which muft 
hSve ^fcouraged men of lefs 
piety, ^udence, or application. 
They difeovered, when they 
came to Itudy, that theDamu/iam 
language was extremely copi- 
ous, very elegant, and that they 


were fallen precifely in that 
part of the country w'bcrc ii was 
the moft corredtiv i^oken, and 
bell underftood , it w as thei L'fore 
necelTary for them not barely to 
acquire this language, but to 
acquire it in the greatcil perfec- 
tion, that, in r»o..u of elon'^ence, 
they might noi fall Ihor*^ of their 
op^nent». Their grammars, 
didtionarics, and tranllations, 
fully prove that they overcame 
this obllacle, and made the way 
fmoother for thofe that fuc- 
ceeded them (51). They found 
a great coldnefs in their coun 
trymen atTrauguebat', and in- 
deed a general contempt of their 
defign, as undertaken by per- 
Ibns ignorant of thofe ctreum- 
Itances that rendered it imprac- 
ticable. In a littie time they 
got the better of this ,- and by a 


(51) Aceeuut of tbtReligkn an 4 Gn/tnmat, Ltarnirg end Oecimomy, of the 
MeUbanam^j^, 27, z8^ 


juft 
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WS are bdebted to the letters publiflied from thefeti^orthy /f fucdna 
miilioaaTfes for the largeft, ckasreft, and moft certain accouin!, ^•/•■riptiou 
that we have of this coantry, taking in the dominions of xh&9f{^elttth 
Indian prince to whom the fovereignty belongSi as wet! as 
the Danijb eolony, which k ow proper fubjeft. The prin- ^ 
cipaKty cl Taigour extends hi length, from call to weft, abotrt 
one hundred Englijh miles ; and in breadth, from fouth to iderabu' 
north, about feventy This country is extremely well ^co-placts 
ple|^ ; and the Genttrm are here, \is they are evcry-whcrc clfe, i/jcrdu. 

' Account of the Religion and Gm'^crnment, Learning and 
Oeconomy, of the MalaUrianf, p. 6. 


juft application of fmall chari- 
ties, procured more confiderable 
afliftance from all quarters, but 
more cfpccially from EvglanJ^ 
where Archbifliop TemifoUt and 
the Ibc.ety for propagating the 
gofpcl in foteign parts, entered 
hearrily into their fcheine, an<^ 
procured them a printing prefs, 
and printeis, which were fent 
over ; they were likcwifc very 
ki iyt ted hy thofe intruded 
till' l\t'l India company's 
f'ltt ^/. George 

^onie diU'ourngcincntb were 
thrown in tlvir way, and many 
calumnies publifhed conceriu'tg 
them I); tiie jefn'ts and their 
crcataics ; which they refuted 
by the loundutfa of their doc- 
times, the piobuy of thei’ lives, 
the progrefs of their million, 
w irh exceeded all cxpeihitiou 
' - j 'ri.ey had great oppoli- 
tion given them by the Rajah 
of flit! jour, and from the impla 
cable malice of the ' By 
degrees they Ibftcned both, by 
making no returns, and by Ihew- 
ing iliat modefty, humility, and 
univerfuFcharityin their adions, 
which they recommended in 


their difeourfes ( 54) . One only 
difficulty lay out of their reach 
to fubdue, which gave them 
greater trouble, and retarded 
them more, than all the rcll ; 
this was, the general corruption 
of Chrlliiani, which was conii- 
nually ohjedied to them', and 
which they could p/*t either deny 
or reform ; yet in this they were 
no farther unhappy than thg 
Portugutje had foiin. cinfelves, 
accoidiu' Fran- 
cis Xu'oit up -n his 

arrival : I“r tit to 

pie.i i>^ 1.01111- 

*1-1. V.. .ii.a;p:cdto 

.’.v’ finding 

; .i 'i j«.‘iem!>!ed thofe ot 
. , loorc than L'hnftiaiis, 

.X '.vcr, from the exaA beha- 
V jr and exemplary lives tf the 
7} >’ahar children brought up in 
ihci charity I'chools, ih-* na- 
tive:, me now taught to fee 
what Chrillian principles will 
produce in prafiice, .and the 
difference between real coiff 
verts, .and' thofe who Aecoiue 
nominally fo for fome trivial ad- 
vantage. 


*(s*) HfTQtre ih Cbriptanifau dts hduy par M. La C’cxe, P. 556, 
fS-O Gejta tf yiffiida Danorum in OrM».v, p. 74. U4) LeU'ei tut, 

tt funeu/ftf tom, xlv, p. 481,4^:. Ilifinrt du Cfrtftianifme Jtt Juliet, p. 554, 
( 55 /' i'/f ef St. Frattcn Xtrcitr, traijlatid /y Af- Dryden, p. 91.* 
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ingenious. 
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ingenious, innocent, and indefatigable. The ordinary reve- 
nues of the Rajah are about feven or dght hundred thoufand 
pagodas ; but, like the other princes of the Indies, he is fup- 
pofed to have prodigious fums in his treafury *. He has al- 
ways an hundred and forty trained elephants, and about three 
hundred horfe, with a fmall body of infantry ; but, when he 
is difpofed to take up arms, he can, by the help of his money, 
raife almofl what number of men he pleafes ; but thirty or « 
forty thoufand without difficulty. He is notwithflanding tri- 
butary to the Great Mogul, who fometimes draws froni him 
large fums befides his tribute. His capital, which is likcwife 
called Tanjour, is large, and ehcompafled with a flrong wiill ; 
and his cafile, or place of refidence, fpacious, magnificent, 
and well fortified, iufomuch that, notwithllanding the armies 
of the Mogul have fometimes over-run his country, yet they 
have never been able to reduce this place, though they have 
befieged it more than once. According to the compu-ation of 
our milTionaries, it is difiant from Tranquebar about fixty 
Englijb miles. The Rajah of Tanjour has, befides, three 
other firong places in his territory, exclufive of the little 
port of Karical, and the fortrefs wich covers it ; and which ' 
are now, as the reader will fee at large in the next chapter, fallen 
Into the hands of the French * (S). 

As 

* Taverkier, Le Brun, Dellon, &c. * Hiftoire 

des Indes Oricntales, tom. iii. p. 263. 

(S) The very laft war, which 
proved fo fatal to the authority 
of the Mogul, and fo difaftrous 
to all the Europram fettled on 
the coaft oi Coromandel, of which 
we fhall be obliged to fpeak 
again more largely «in another 
place, cook its rife from the 
then reigning king of lanjour, 

Daoujl Jli khan was nabob or 
yiceroy of An-ntte at the time 
that liadir ^hah depofed, and 
made pnfoner, Mohanmeu Shah, 
empetcrof Indoftan’, and,inftead 
of marching, with the nameious 
army under his command, to 
the fupport of his iiiaAer, he 
formed a defign of reducing all 


the Indian princes as far as Cape 
Commorin, in order to difiribute 
their dominions between his fon 
and his fon-in-Iaw (56). Thofe 
young men, being at the head 
of an army, fpeedily 'reduced 
the little principality of 7 riche- 
napaly, and from thence ad- 
vanced into the neighbouring 
country of T an/our. The name 
of the then reigning prince was 
Sahagi Maha Rajah, who had 
but juR put an end to a civil 
war that had conftrained him to 
demand aflillance from the 
French ; and to promife them, 
in return, a town and port more 
commodious, and a diftriftmore 


• ( 56J Hiftotn dtt Met OrUnisUt, tern, iii. /. *75. 


valaable 
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As to the climate, in the months of Augufi, Sept ember ^Thenatwi 
and OSlober, it is temperate and healthy; the lanu-breeze 
warm in the morning, that from the fea, cool and ref'reihing in M* 
the afternoon. In November, December, and part of '**'^*“ 

ary, the weft wind blows, bringing with it at the beginning 
very ftormy weather, much rain, and fometimes froft. From 
the middle of January to the end of April the weather is 
temperate again ; but from May to the middle of July it is therein^ 
exQpftirely hot, and fometimes there is a wind blows as if it 
came out of an oven or a furnace In all thefe feafons the 
nights are not only temperat^, but even chilly : the natives 
enjoy the hot, the Europeans the rainy or winter feafon, when 
every thing is frefh and green, and a variety of odoriferous 
flowers, fhrubs, and trees, exhale a fragrance that may be 
conceived, but not deferibed. It is almofi unneceftary to ob- 
ferve, that the days and nights are nearly equal. At the 
changlhg of the feafons they have commonly very tempeftuons 
weather, attended with terrible ftorms of thunder and light- 
ning, which frequently do a great deal of mifehief ; but, with 
refpedl to hail and fnow, tlu:y are never feeu in thoftS parts, 

" Account of the Religion and Government, Learning and 
Oeconomy, of the Malabarians, p. ii, la, 13. • 


valuable, than that of PonJi^ 
chery, of which at this very 
junilore they were endeavouring 
to get pofleflion by force (57). 
Sahagi, prefled by the Moortjh 
army on one fide, and having 
their allieh the Frencb upon hia 
Coail on the other, had recourfe 
to that metliod which had been 
fb ufefiil to his anceftors ; and, 
having chofen out of his whole 
army a fuflicient number of dc< 
termined m.'n, he fliut himfclf 
up in his capital, and fent his 
embafladors to Maba Raja, king 
of the Marattes, to implore his 
afliflance ; who, accordingly, in 
October 1 738, lent a powerful 
army to his relief, by which the 
fiege of Tanjour was raifed (58). 


In the mean time the Moors had 
put the French in pofleflion of 
ICartcal,a& will be ihewn at largo 
hereafter, and is remarked here 
only to put the reader in mind 
of the alteration this has made 
as to the circunillances of the 
Danes at ^Cranquebar, who are 
now in the middle, between 
Pondtebery which lies to tbt: north, 
and Karyial to the fouth, of 
them ; and there Ijttic doubt 
to be made, that in the fpace of 
a few years the latter will be as 
much improved as the fornmr 
and what confequenccs this may 
liave with refpecl to the D^uns, 
is left to the judicious reader's 
conflagration (59}. 


(57) Mtmires titftonjues fur Ifs des par L. P. A’i 'rr, 

tom, i. p. 35(’, • ( . 8 ) yinhiiti de la C->mpiign.e det IiJes, N. it’i. 

L. I. F. 3. aweun M/moire pjituuLcr, (59) Ihfmr^ J/t L'Utt .>•/«- 

fUt, torn, hi. p, 47a, 273, a/4. 
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yet their water is fo chilled in the wioter as tp give them an 
idea of ice (T). 

As 

w Voysge axix Indss Orientiies, par Gavriza Schoutbn, 
tom. i. p. 593. Defcriptioa of the Coaft of CoEOQiaadel, hy 
Baldaus. 

((T) What is faid in the text 


is taken from the plain relation 
of the Uanijh mimonaries, and 
may without doubt be depended 
upon as to the fafls ; yet, as 
the weather hereabouts has af- 
forded much i^ulatioa to the 
learned, and as the curious rea- 
der may probably expeft that 
wefliould not flip over unheeded 
a matter fo capable of affording 
him entertainment and inflruc- 
tion, we will endeavour, from 
the beft authorities, to fet this 
affair in as clear a light as we 
can (60) : ** It has been always 
**(Confldered as a thing very 
** extraordinary, that in Csrv- 
** the feafons differ from 

** the heavens; for the fun there 
** cauGes great heat in Martha 
** April, May, and Jume, and no 
** rains. The divide the 
** year into three feafons, hot, 
** wet, and cold. The heat 
** from the fourth of to the 
** fourth of Junt is intolerable. 

The' wind blows from the 
** north, to which if ^ou turn 
** your face, you feel fuch heat 
** in the air as is perceived near 
** a furnace ; for the fun is then 
m the north at mid-day, and 
the Hopes and wood are very 
“ hot ; but the water in the 
** wells very cold, fo chatfome- 
times people are killed by 
“ drinking it when they arc 
** hot. The greatefl heat is 
V from nine in the forenoon till 


three in the afternoon, and 
then there is no travelliffg; 
but at other times it is tem- 
perate and tolerable, and the 
air dear, and travelling de- 
lightful. The wet leafoR if 
from die firff of July to the 
fifft of ; and the 

cold from the flrfl of Nowm^ 
hertp the firftof March', and 
in Jtmuary and December the 
cold in the night is fcnfible 
enough. There are here fe- 
•veral things that deferve to 
be inquired into ; for from 
the iirff of March to the firft 
of ^u/y the fun is nearly ver- 
tical to them, and therefore 
DO wonder if the heat be great 
then ; yet one would think it 
fhould be as hot in ^u/y and 
Attgujl, when the fun is alfo 
over them, and hath the ad- 
vantage of the former heat, 
and fo fhould in this way of 
reafbtting be greatm". and, 
betides, how come the fea- 
fons tbwe to differ from thole 
on the Malahar fhore, beinff 
both in the fame flimate, and 
having the fun vertical and 
remoteatthe very fame times ? 
And, which is more ffrangc, 
there are not feventy miles, 
and in fome places only twen- 
ty miles, between them ; fo 
that you may come from the 
places where the air is clpai? 
and hot to where it is foul 
and rainy in one day. Maf^ 


fau$ 


(60} yarenii Gttgrapb, /iff, vi. cap, axvi. 
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As for the foil, it is in itfelf extremely fertile, producing 
raft quantities of rice, many forts of nourilhing roots, and 
great variety of wholfome herbs, as well for the ufe of the table 
as for the apothecary's ftiop : they have moft of thofe fine 
fruits of which they boaft fo much in the Indies ; and their 
flowers equally delight the fight and fmell bytheir beanty and 
odour. Yet this country has fcarcc any rivers, and but few rivu- 
lets, and is notwithftanding tolerably well watered ; for in the 
fumgier, when every thing would be parched and burnt if it 
were otherwife, there come down land-floods from the north- 
ern countries, which the Gentows diftribute with fuch dexte- 
rity over their lands, that wfiatever they cultivate is fuflfi- 
ciently nouriflied ^ : yet, for conftant and domeftic ufe, they 
are obliged to have rwourfe to well-water, which, if it is 
not at all brackifli, and is brought from any diftance, bears 
a confiderable price for that country; and, on this account, 
in all the roads, at the diftance of a league, or a little more, 
there are very neat ftruftures built by charitable and public- 
fpirited perfoiis, where travellers may repofe themfelves as 
long as they think proper, lyid are in many accommodated 
with water gratis T, There are alfb in the country of 71i«- 
jourvecy fine meadows and paftures, well ftocked with cattle 

> 

* Account of the Religion and Government, Learning and 
Oeconomy, of the Malabarians, p. 17— -20. r Hiftoire des 

Indes Orientales, par Guyon, tom. ii. p. loi. 


“ ftem (6i) writes on this fub- 
jcA thus : 7 btre are ether 
“ tbiugi very ftrange in that 
* ‘ country j but what mre ej^» 
** dally funnies naturaMs, is, 
** that in the fame menths there 
** foeuld he Jummr beyond the 
** mountains of GaXt, which run 
** all the way to the framontary 
** of Comoren, and on this fide 
** the Gate there finuld he win* 
ter and cosfiant rainst the peo* 
** fie, thos^b near one another, 
** having offofite feafosu* The 
beft account hitherto given 
“ is, that it arifes from the 
fituation of the mountains 
Vfhich eividQ Ceromand.l and 
“ Malabar, running north and 


fouth, together with theftated 
winds; for on the (liore of 
Coromandel the general wind 
is more felt, except in the 
fummer months of May and 
June, which drive the va- 
pours againfl the moilntains, 
and mMes rain in Malabar ; 
the mountains are then ob- 
ferved covered always with 
clouds in the wet months, 
and the Ihowers more ve^e>^ 
ment on them when ic rams 
in Malabar ; but, when it 
rains in Coromandel, the fley ia 
clear on the mountains as in 
Malabar itfelf,^ excepting the 
months of July and Augufi, 
for then it rains in both." 


(61) Hift, Mica, /. i. cap. 

C 4 
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of dlfTerent forts- On the coaft they have plenty of good 
hlh ; and birds and fowl, tame and wild, of as many differ- 
ent kinds as in almoA any country. In Ihort, the country 
affords every thing that can render it commodious and plea- 
fant, to fuch as are dlfpofed to live in a manner fiiitable to 
the diflates of nature and right reafon, that is, temperately in 
all rcfpeffs ; for it muA be owned, that excelles are always 
dangerous, and fometimes fatal ; but thofe, who are careful 
in avoiding thefe, commonly enjoy a good ilate of health j[V). 
The geitl- The natives are naturally fenfihle and ingenious, very ca- 
aj, man- pable of being inftrufled in all forts of learning, and have a 
ners^ and furprifing facility in acquiring 'mechanic arts. The Malaharic 
employ- language is laid to be divided into eighteen dialefis, the prin- 
IthTna which are thefe three ; the Kerendum, which may 

/iw; tongue of the learned, being chiefly ufed by the 

tent If Bramins, and confined to their religious myfleries ; the , 

* Tavernier, Schovten, Hamilton, and the MiiTion- 
aries. 


(V) There is a great deal of 
confufion and obfeurity in what 
thofe writers fay, who have vi- 
feed this coaft, about the over- 
flowing of the rivers. The 
learned rarenius (6a) fays, that 
they overflew in the wet months, 
and are JitppUed by the rains that 
four from the snauntains of Gate. 
At firft fight thefe words feem to 
be plain; but, when better confi- 
dered, we fhall find them very 
obfeure. For, this ridge of 
mountains feparatine the two 
coafts,' how fhall we know what 
is meant by the wet feafon, that 
is, wluthcr it refers to Medabar 
or Coromandel? fioce, as thefe 
are dire£ily oppofite, till that 
queftion is anfwered, the true 
*Yente of the exprefiion cannot be 
known. Qn comparing, how- 
ever, the beil writers toother, 
it appears, that the overflowing 
of the rivers, or rather the 
coming dow'u of land- floods, is 


^n the dry feafon, as is aflerted 
in the text ; without which the 
earth would be then fo parched, 
that it would fcarcely be habi- 
table ; whereas when the feafons 
are regular, from this fpecial 
provifion made by Divine Wif- 
dom, and dircAed by human 
experience, all the arable and 
meadow lands are kept for feme 
time two feet under water, 
which renders them wonderfully 
fertile, befides affording them 
the benefit of double harvefts 
(63). The more the dlfpofition 
of thefe countries, and the con- 
fequences that follow from 
thence, and from the annual 
motion of the fun, are confider- 
ed, the more evident it will be 
to every competent judge of 
thefe matters, that they are coa- 
duAed by unerring wifilpm, and 
with that fpirit of bounty and 
goodnefs that is univerfally dif. 
coverable throughout his works, * 


(62) Geigrapb. feS. Iv. cap. jf, f 6 y) Aecwmt e/ the Religion and 

€9-*'noient, itrrntttg and Oeemenyt of tie MoMoriat^, p, i}— ao. 

tnuUan^ 
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mulian, vhich is the proper and polite language of all the their Ian* 
Centovjs in this peninfula, taking in the compafs of more ^ 
than three thoufand Englijb miles ; the Wardttgisy fpoken in 
the northern countries, and which difiers from ^ hamuliim in 
the fame degree as the Scottijb from iht Englijb Iniguage > (X). 

The drefs of the natives is clean, thin, and llight, for the 
conveniency of being ealily thrown ofi* when they are inclined 
to bathe, which they do frequently. As to their manners, 
the b^ter fort of them are honeif, courteous, and civil; 

■ Account of the Religion an^ Government, Learning and 
Oecpnomy, of the Malabarians, p. 8 , 9 , lo. 

(X) We arc afTured by the prafiice, to become' an expert 
Rev. Mr. Ziegenla/g, who took icholar and a ready feribe. As 
incredible pains to make himfelf for the females, they are never 
mailer of whatever knowlege fent to fchool ac all, extept a 
was requiute to the difeharge of few only that are bred up for 
his paftoral duty, that the Da- the fervice of the pagodas, and 
fnuitan tongue, though very are filled Attendants on the ^ gods 
copious and iignificant, is yet ^5). Thefe have an admira- 
very regular, and may be very ,ble education, and are taught 
cafily reduced to the rules of every thing that can contribute 
grammar (64). They write up- cither to form their underfiand* 
on pi^m* leaves, holding the ings, or to adorn their perfons. 
leaf in their left hand, and an In reference to the fciences, the 
iron fiile'or pencil in their right, other mifiionaries reprelent the 
They move the leaf forwarotlll natives as miferably ignorant, 
the line is finilhed, and then pull and amufed with filly, trifling, 
it back again, and begin ano> and ignorant fables ; but that 
ther ; and this they do with worthy and diligent perfon we 
great dexterity, and will dif> have before commended, and 
patch much bufinefs in a little who had fpent many years in 
time. In all their cities, and cultivating that learning wlych 
even in their towns and vil- he had with fo much difiiculty 
lages, they have fchoolmaflers acquired, ver3scandidly acknow- 
to teach the boys to read and leges, that, l^fides a myfterioua 
write : notwichllanding which, allegorical theology, they have 
there are but few who attain likewifc fyftcms of ethics, trea- 
either in pcrfeflion ; and the tifes of logic, rhetoric, poetry, . 
number is fiill fmaller of thofe philofophy, jphyfic, geography, 
who attain both, becaufe, ac> afironomy, cnemifiry, medicine, 
cording to their method of mufic, and the mathematics 
teaching, it requires' fix years at ( 66 ). 
leall, and that with confiant 


^4) HifieiredoCh nftiatiifme its Indet^p, 537, I3S, 539. (65) Ateaunt 

aftbeReligi^ aad Qn/emmeMf, Lanrmne and Oeeommj, of ibt MmUiariant, 
f. 19. (66) Hiftoiredu CbrijiiaaiJmo dto Indett P> 443* Aeoamt of the 

Religin and Government, Uatntng wdQemomy, of tito Malaiartans, p. 29* 





Conquefts^ BtttUmtnU^ and DifcffoeriiSj of B. XIV. 

the common people rude and anpolifliedf as in other places* 
There are many rich and great men amongft them ; but the 
moft part are but in middling circumlhincesy getting their 
living by the fweat of their bro>w ; and, though they work 
hard, live frugally, and have but little to depend upon, yet 
they are commonly chearful and content *, and as for beg^rs, 
except the Faquirs, who are religious mendicants, there are 
none; for the Gentowi-fzy, that he who made the mouth 
to eat made the hands to work. As there is little wogd, and 
no timber in this country, the better fort of houfes are built 
with brick ; and the poor live in cottages made with clay, 
and covered with ilraw ; but the Europeans build with (lone, 
only one ftory high, yet their rooms are fpacious, airy, and 
very commodious Provilions are ftill very cheap, tho’ much 

dearer than they were formerly : the Gentows live upon boiled 
rice, milk, herbs, and fweetmeats. The Moors live there as 
in other places, that is, as well as they can ; afld nobody 
better, if they can afford it. As for the Europeans, they have 
rice, herbs, eggs, fifh, fowl, hares, veal, mutton, goats 
beef, and pork. The foldi^rs live comfortably upon two or 
three dollars a month ; a Gentow will live upon one ; and 
thofe who Ipend high can hardly fpend eight or ten at the 
V moft. As for the luxuries of the place, they are tea, arrack, 
and ftnken, which is a fort of fmall wine not made of grapes, 
but from the juice of a kind of palm ^ The Moors arc im« 
placable enemies to the gofpel, and very feldom converted. 
The rajahs, their courtiers, and the bramins, have alfo an 
obftinate averfion to the Chriftian faith ; and the common 
people are apt to infult thofe who have deferted paganifm : 
yet, notwithftanding all this, the Danijb mii&onaries have 
made a very confiderable progrefs, and have excited a like 
fpirit amongft their neighbours the Englijb and Dutch ; fo 
that the number of new Chriftians is vaftly increafed, and 
they are generall}' fpeaking modeft and ftnccrc ^ (Y). 

W» 

b Voyage aux Indes Orientales, par Gautiek Schouten, 
»p. 592. Deferipdonof the Coaftof Coromandel, by Bald a vs 
and cheMiflionaries. < Account of the Religion and Go- 
vernment, &c. of the Malabarians, p. 15 . *1 Gefta et Vefti- 

gia Danorum m Oriente, tom. i. p. 73, 74. 

(Y) The progrefs of the owing to the fteadineff of thu 
nifo miflionaries, or, to fpeak court of Denmark in the fiip^rt 
with greater propriety, the pro- of this inftitucion, for the mam- 
^refs of jthe Kotefhm religion tcnance of which its founder 
m the Indw, has been intirely granted a certain revenue. In 

1714 
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Wb now deicribe die town, fortrefs, and fort, of Pn/ent 
Tranqtubar, which <oiild not have bm done whh fo much the 
perfficoity if we had not previoofly deioribed the couutry. 

The midionaries fay that it Hands in the latitude of eleven ^ 
degrees ; but the Frencb maps place it in ten di^;rees forty ^ 

, minutes, and in the longitude nearly of ieventy-oght d^rees-^y*^"_ 
from the meridian of Paris *• The cornttfs of the city is l^hitants 
between two and three miles, fortified with a good Honev^, Chripems^ 
and fevc^al hafiions well provided with artillery, and in no Moors, * 
great danger of being talKn by all die forces that the Gen- mi Gen- 
tTws can bring againH it. Before the gate that leads into the tows, 
country Hands a fine citadel ; and the fort towards the iea is 
well built, tegular, the baHioos fupplied with good brafs 
cannon, and has commonly a ^irii^ of three hundred men 
complete. Within the walls of* the city there are three Chrif* 
tian churches : firH, that of the Jefuits, or Portuguejb, fettled 

* HUbire des lodes Orientales, p. loi, 102. 


1714 a council was creeled for 
fi^erintending the great work 
of propagating thegofpel, com- 
poied of two privy -counfellors 
and three eccleliaftics, upon 
whom the fuperintendenee of 
this undertaking devolved. The 
perfons lent to the Indies in the 
fpace of thirty-two years have 
been : In 1705, Meteors Zie- 
genbalgt PIut/choWf9XS^ Swing % 
in 1 709, Mr. Grmdler ; in 17 1 3, 
Meffieurs Berlin and Adler ; in 
1719, Meffieurs Dfl/V, 

9Xk^KirflennMcher\\n\'Jz^,Mc(- 
lieurs, Breper, Bofe, and lVal~ 
tber\ in 1730, Meflienrs Bicht- 
fieig and Worm\ in 1737, Mef- 
lieurs Oburh^ Widehrock, and 
Kehlhoff. Witfaio this fpace of 
time they have converted many 
thoufands of the Gentows to the 
faith of Chrift, not only in the 
diftriit of Tranqueb/sty but in all 
.the adjacent countries, partly by 
' thsir difeourfes, and partly by 
the hooks printed and pubhfiied 


ot^der their direfUon. By their 
unwearied labours the holy feri- 
ptures have not only been tranf- 
lated into the Damulian, but alfo 
into the Maleian and Parugie 
languages, and into that vulgar 
Portstgue/e which is fpoken over 
all the Indies. The Damulim 
Bible has been printed twice, 
and the New TeUament often- 
er. In 1 7 1 6 a theological femi- 
nary was crcfled, in order to 
qualify the moft capable of their 
icholars to become catechills, 
fchoolmallers, and even preach- 
ers. Upon the extraordinary 
and unexpeAcAl fuccefs of this 
Damp million, the BngUJh and 
Dutch \i2ive applied themfelves 
to the converlion and inftruc- 
tion of the natives ; and there is 
reafon to hope that we Ihalt 
fpeedily hear of the good clfc£U 
of their endeavours (67). In- 
cre/nerstum concedut Pater lumi- 
num, a quo omnia dona perfeSa 
fupeme defcendnnt ! 


(67} GeftaaFeftigia Deoorua ia 0 ri>ffrr,r 0 «, ^ pt 74. 


before 
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before the Danes came thither, and which they have always 
tolerated, and treat the papills upon all occafions with much 
civillt}^ though they have not made the moft grateful re- 
turns Zion is the Danijb church belonging to the garrifon 
and old inhabitants, where fervlce is performed in the Danifb 
language, and according to the liturgy of that church. The 
third is that of Jerufalemt built by the mi/Iionaries, confe- 
crated on the 14th of Mguji 1707. Every Sunday morning 
they preach there in Portugttrje, and in the evening in the 
Damulian tongue, and the children arc catechifed immediately 
after fermon ; the lame is. repeated every Friday, There is 
alfo a large mofque for the Mohammedans ; and five great 
pagodas, or pagan temples, for the Gentows B. We may 
cafily collet from hence chat taking in Chrifrians of every de- 
nomination, Moors, and Gentows, the place is very populous, 
more efpecially at certain leafons, when the convenience of - 
trading with other Europeans invites thither firdngers from 
the adjacent countries, who make frequently a pretty long fray 
there. We find no exafi computation made either of the whole 
number of its inhabitants, *i>r of the Chrifrians, Moors, or 
Gentows, that dwell there. Yet fome writers, who were well 
acquainted with the affairs of the Indies, afliire us, that, after 
Batavia, Tranquebar is the handfomefr and befr built place 
in the hands of the Europeans ; and exprefs their wonder 
thereupon that it has not been more confidered by the Danijb 
government, and rendered more advantageous in every rc- 
fpedt ; which they fay might not only be done with certainty, 
but without difficulty ; yet, in thefe cafes, the reader will 
obferve we report only, and do not pretend to decide *• (Z). 

• The 


Hiftoirc du Chriftianifme des indes, p- 536, 537. * Ac- 

count of the Rel^ion and Government, Learning and Oeconomy, 
of the Malabarians, p. 2. ^ Commerce des Danois aux 


Jndes, p. 93. 

(Z) The reader will fee at 
large, in the enfuing chapter, 
how great difficalties occur, and 
how many obftactes are to be 
overcome, before a regularcom- 
merce can be fettled in the Ar- 
dies by a nation far more power- 
ful, and in molt refpefrs better 
qualified for fuch an undercake- 
ing, than the Danes, even when 
qncouraged and fupported by 


the government for along ferles 
of years ; which was far from 
being the cafe of that company 
and colony, the concerns of 
which make the fubjeft of this 
chapter. If we confider their 
progrefs at iirft, it was* very ex- 
traordinary ; if we reflefr on the 
caufes of their declenfion after- 
wards, we cannot but efleem it 
very natural. Yet, after all, it 
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The didn£t belonging to this town, which belongs 9 \[o*rheJiftria 
to the Danes, is of a very coniiderable extent, full of vil-?/^Tran- 
lages, and thofe crouded with people. The biggell of thefe qucbar, 
villages is Borejar, in which there are thought to be very near 
as many inhabitants as in Tranquebar, The Moors have feve- “ 
ral mofqucs, and within thefe thirty years they have built a 

.... . . — therein, 

mull be admitted, that thinw foon as it was known at Toh- iefirihei. 
mighchavebeenbettermanaged, jour, he would be immediately 
that is, ehofe who had the dircc- arrefted ; and though in all pro- 
tion of affairs atrr/ifff«^Atfrmight bability the Rajah would not 
certainly have made themfclvcs pu,t him to death, yet he would 
more acceptable to the natives, throw him into a clofe dungeon, 
and found more proper means to obtain a large ranfom. That 
to foften the prince in whofc he had often proceeded in this 
dominions they were fettled ( 63 ). man ner againll Portuguefe priells ; 

In reference to the people, we and that running thus prccipitate- 
have the fiillcft evidence that ly into difficulties would render 
they arc in general humane, him rather a vitiim to his own 
beneficent, and very well dif- obftinacy than a martyr to his 
pofed. The following inftance religion ; for they affured him, 
will put it bevond all doubt: that in this method hchazafdcd 
in the month of 1709 all to little or no purpofe, be- 

Mr. Ziegcnhalgmz^e. a tour into caufe, if any of their country- 
thc dominions of the Rajah ; men were inclined to hear his 
jind advanced as far as the town difeourfes, they would certainly 
called PenimuUi, where he come to him at ^ranquehar, 
preached publicly to a great where he might teach, and they 
number of pcrions of the firft be iaftrufted, without danger, 
rank, among whom were many Af.cr this prudent reprefenta' 
bramins (69). After his fermon tion, they entertained him very 
was over they told him, that he handfomely, affured him of their 
ran a very great rifque in make- great rcfpcA for his perfon, and 
ing this excurfioii ; that the Ra- their willingnefsto hear hint up- 
jah had given pofxtive orders on moral fuDje6ls(7o). It is not 
for feizing fuch as ffiould pre- eafy to conceive how a ilranger 
fume to preach the Chnlhan could have bijen better treated 
religion to his fubjeds j that, in any country ; and therefore 
in obedience to thefe orders, there are fome grounds to fu- 
they might make him prifoncr, fpetl. that if condcfcenfioii and 
and fend him to court; th.it, complaifancc had been em- 
. however, this was far from their ployed, and no bad examples 
intention ; and that if. contrary given, the Danes might long ago 
to thtir advice, he was refolvcd have gained focb an intereft 
to perfill in his dcfign, they amongll thefe people, as might 
would give him no oppofition. have turned to thcii advantage. 

To aluhis they added, that, as 


( 68 ) Ihftvire ati IrJtt OntetaUt^ torn. iil. p- 7S- f 63 ; Hifuirt i 


Hiftjirt dm 


new 



4^ Conquifisi Sitilmenis^ and Di/cmri^s^ of B. XIV. 

sew ose ; and the Gentows aUb have feveral large and fplen- 
did pagodks : but the faireft and moft pleafant of their vil- 
lages is TtUiar, in which refide forty bramins, who have 
houfes perfectly' clean and neat. The road to TilHar from 
Trmquebar is fet with a double row of trees, which bear 
red, white, and yeUow flowers, not unlike our lillies; and, 
as thefe arc frefli and green through the whole year, it makes 
travelling even in that hot country very agreeable. Befldes 
thefe there are fcven other places ; viz, Tfandar apart, Ksttu- 
paJeam, Erukittantfcheri, Tfchattanguri, Dewanaltur, Oru- 
viaman^alam, and Tfchenkitankerei, which, tho* far inferior 
to the former, yet are all 6 f them well inhabited, with a pa- 
god in each, and the grounds about them are well cultivated. 
There are flill fix more villages ; viz, Pommeampoettei, KiU 
Hnfchimedu, Calinkaraipoettei, Singnurpoettei, Akkamenpoettei, 
and Elamenpoettei, the inhabitants of which are fllhermen, 
and fucbkind of people who acquire a fubflflenc&by fupply- 
ing the town of Tranquebar with fifli ; and alfo ply with 
their boats along thecoafl, carrying goods from place to place, 
as occaflons require *. 

An account -pjiE port and road of Tranquebar, though not much to 

be commended, yet are as fafe and commodious as any in 
their neighbourhood, and capable of admitting larg^veirels'; 
of the * famous Dutch writer had good reafon to fay it was 

fiipping, Grange the Danes made mo better ufe of this place, tho’ there 
helming feems to be no good grounds for his adding, that they had 
to the as good or better -opportunity than the Englijh It is highly 
place, probable that the chief reafon of their having no greater fuc- 
cefs, was, the want of regard to this commerce, which, ei- 
ther through negligence, or want of ability, was (hewn at 
home. In refpeft to thofe who reflde there, it is not altoge- 
ther fo inconflderable ; for, by the help of the Geniow mer- 
chants, they maintain feme kind of correfpondence with the 
people of the iflnnd of Ceylon, though they can. trade only 
in fmall veflels and by Health, as it is no eafy matter to cfcape 
the vigilance of the Dutch, with whom alfe they have feme 
dealings *. They flill keep up a few fmall faftories on the 
pepper-coafl; and have a lodge with a fine garden, as wc^ 
mentioned b^re, on the coafl of Bengal, to which they have 
fent feme miffionaries of late to preach the gofpel. It feems 
to be their great misfortune, that they are very feldom upon 

< Account of the Religion and Government, Lcaraing ^nd 
Oeconomy, of the Malabariani, p. 3, 4. Defcrlption of 

theCoaftof Malabar, by Mr. Baloavs. « > From the let- 
ters of the mifiionaricf . 


good 
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good terms with the Rajah of Tanjoury wIk) feldom Hnds hiin- 
felf Id any tolerable Rate of fecnrity but he thinks of falUngon 
the Danet ® . In 1 7 1 8 he attacked them with the whole fee 
of his country ; and though he was then obliged to rai& the 
(lege, yet it has been conje&ured that pieces of eight prerailed 
more than bullets. Since that time there have been fo great 
diRraflions on the coaft of Coromandel, that they have been 
iefs in danger than formerly; and, as their trade is now re- 
viving, it is very probable that they will find the means of 
rendering thcmfelves more acceptable or more formidable to 
this Indian prince, cither of which would certainly have a 
good cffefl" (A). • 

Thf fcheme in which they are engaged of converting the 
Indians to the Chriftian faith cannot fail’ of producing re/tUtuig^ 

• beneficial confequences. Thofe converts, and their defcend- or <wbicb 
ants, will be fo many loyal and ufofol fobjeflrs to the Danijh may rtfidt, 
government, and may by degrees be employed in very differ-/^®** 
ent capacities ; and it has been already obferved, that, with 
very fmall afliftance, they apply themfelves to fome kind 
trade or other, and get a comfortable livelihood. They may 
be alfo difeipiined, and made at IbaR better foldiers than 


™ Hilloire des Indcs Orientals, tom. ii. p. loi. " Geila 
ct Velligia Danoram in Oriente, tom. i. p. 74. * 

(A) A great part of what is another opportunity of fpeaking 
fuggefted in the text has been of the extraordinary attention 
actually efFcAcd ; fince by the fhewn to the recovery of trade 
conceifion of the town and fort- by the northern nation? in gene- 
refs of Tranquehar to the Danijb ral, and the government of 
Eajl In lia company, upon the Denmark in particular, with the 
r^iewal of their charter, who confequences that are like to 
are obliged to keep the garrifon attend it, more efpeciaUy if it 
complete, to pay the annual rent ihoold be fopported by a fpu>it 
to the Rajah of and to of difcoverylikewire,ehan which 

defray the public cxpenccs of nothing is mdfe pr^able, not 
the government fetcled there to fay certain. Any new route 
(71). As this commerce has to the would produce for- 
been ever fince incrcaiing, and priiing effefls, as might be ca- 
as the company have at prefent fily demonftrated by arguments, ' 
a conllaiit and regular trade to if the expcHcnce of what has 
the coall of Ceramandel, the bay been done fince the Pertugutje ' 
of Bengal, and the port of Can- opened a palfage thither by i£e 
ton in China, there is no doubt (^pe of Good Hope did not ren- 
tlut gradual improvements are der all reafoning upon this head 
dai|y making. We fhall have in a manner unaeccirary. 

(71) "RteutUhifionfat iTA^es, Ntgttuthot, Memint, et TroitrKj par Mr* 
Ruijtt, torn, V. p. 22, 

8 of 
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of their countrymen Befides, it is found that the refent* 
meat (hewn againft theft new converts, vhen the mi/lionaries 
firft went over, by their own nation, which was fo great that 
, they were frequently obliged to quit their country, begins to 
wear out, and the Indian ChriJdians live at prefent in good 
correfpondence with their pagan relations. As theft people 
are naturally fober and induftrious,' as well as fincerely dc* 
vout, (b there is nothing plainer than that the acquifition of 
numbers of fuch pcrfons muft add both flrength and wealth 
to their mafters. We may therefore expert in progrefs of 
time to fee the face of things extremely altered in this part 
of the world, where the railing new commodities, for which 
their foil is as fit as any of the adjacent regions, and the in< 
troducing new manufadhires, would cither excite the Danes 
who refide there to aim at extending their commerce, or in- 
duce fome of their neighbours, who have more money, to 
fettle amongfi them, and both encourage them by their ex- 
ample, and afiiA them for the fiike of their owh intered, 
which has been the cafe elftwhere P. 
ehjeSions ix may poflibly be objeffed to this, that tlicfc conjeftnres 
that may jj-g jjqj agreeable to fLfts ; that, fmee the fcheme of 
be made to miflionaries from Demnark, the concerns of the Eti/l 

Te/bre^ad- company declined ; the little trade they had grew Icfs ; 
*van 7 ed European nations, who had not taken 

and their ®uch notice of them before, began in a great meafpre to 
mufwers, forget tliat there was fuch a tlung as a Danijb company or 
colony There is no doubt that much of this might be 
difproved ; and that without difficulty it might be flicwn, that 
this objection has been aftually made already. But, notwith- 
ftanding this, what has been before advanced is very confo- 
nant to experience as well as re.afoa ; for, though the affairs 
of the Danijb Eqft India company might not mend, but rather 
grpw worfe from this period, yet the condition of the colony 
grew better daily Their villages augmented, the people 
lived better, and! the government of Tranquebar found itlelf 
more and more fccurc. Befidcs, the dated accounts given by 
the miflionaries, the return of fome of them upon necef- 
fary occafions into Europe, and the rumours that were fpread 
by the feamen employed in the company's fervice, were at- 
tended with extraordiuiiry confcquciiccs ; fince there is hardly 

* Account of the Religion and Government, Learointt and 
Oeconomy, of the Malabanans, p. 56, 57. ^ Hifloire dn 

Chriftianifmc des Indes, p. 508. ** Hamilton’s AcccunC 

©f the haft Indies, vol. i. p. 3,2. *■ Geiij ci \ fftigia Da- 

uorum in Oriente, tom. i. p. 74.. 
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a country in Europe which has not heard of and approved 
this meafure (B). 

As foon as a new fpirit of commerce fprung out of thofe 7 ‘^<?«»^' - 
Dcccflities which the love of money and gaming had pro- »/' 
duced, and thofc great powers that were po&flW of it 
ihcwed a juft pcrfuaiion of its value by the zeal which they 
cxprefled againft the firft attempts made to change its.courfe, JJ/^*^** 
Denmark was next thought of ; and that company, wliich commerce 
had bqpn fo much negleftcd, was confidered as a foundation fromQen- 
upon which a noble fuperftrufture might be raifed. We fee, mark to 
therefore, that colonies ought nc^t to be flighted, even when, China. 


(B) There feem to be good go of which fhould amount in 
grounds to attribute the prefer- value to one hundred and fifty 
vation of the Danifi? fcttlemcnts thoufand crowns, or upwards ; 
in the Eaji Indies^ and the keep* ilipulating likcvvife to demand 
ing the company on foo^ in Eu~ nothing more if the cargo ex- 
ropty to this religious defign of ceeded that value ever fo much, 
propagating the Chriftian faith, and to require nothing if the 
king the fifth had re- value of the cargo did >.not 

ncv\ed the company's charter, «mount to one hundred thou- 
and granted them a fai ther term fand crowns (73). As foon as 
of forty years, f:om Kavemher the fuccefs of the rniffionarics 
aSih, 1670, when this diew to- was known, iiecaufbd con^mif. 
wards ft conclufion, which oc- fioners to he appointed, as we 
cafioncdNchofe applications that have already oblcrvcd, for the 
have been mentioned in the fuiuic direction of the miflion ; 
text. King Frederic the fourth waiting no doubt a favourable 
inquired moie narrowly into opportunity for putting the 
their circuniftances ; and, per- ocher part of the projeft in exe- 
• cciving plainly that no good cation, that is, enabling the 
could be expefted from this fo- company to extend her com- 
ciety unlefs their cllablilhments merce by augmenting the capi- 
ih the tadies could be improved, tal. Wc need not wonder, 
.and their capital in Europe could therefore, that, a propofal Tor 
be greatly augmented, he chofe that purpofe taping made, it was 
to take this ilep offending mif- readily embraced, or that his 
fionaries, which he judged inofl Majeity willingly confented that 
effeftual for that purpoft, with- foreigners fhould have a (iiarc 
out delay, at his own expence in the new fubfeription, by 
{yz). Ac the fame time he re- which a meafure fo beneficial to 
newed his compofition with the his fubjefts might be carried 
company; and agreed to take into execution, the fuccefs of 
one nundred thouland weight of which appeared to be verydoubt- 
falt-petre, or eight thoufand ful without obtaining fuch aflift- 
Growns,* 3 n lieu of all duties for ance. 
hoifleward-bound fliips, the car- 

(72) Hiftoire du Cbriftiarifmf da Indttfp, 53;. (73^ Co^tUniwr» 

felie Diplomatique du Drat Jet Geaif tom. v:it. Pm li. p. 15X, 
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thro' a concurrence of untoward accidents, they fall into de- 
cline ; f9r it is not to be conceived that any effe^ whatever of 
human policy ftionld be exempted from thofe vicilfitiules to 
which all fublunary things lUnd expofed ; but, for the veiy 
fame rcafon, perfevciaoce appears to be prudent, fjnee, if 
the root be kept alive, when the bad weather is over, com- 
mercial plants never fail t^ (hoot out afre/h ; and, when it is 
lead exposed, provoke, by their fudden appearance, that at- 
tention which is necedary for their cultivation*. But, to 
fpeak more clearly, and to return from rcHe^Uons to n^rativc, 
let us proceed to (hew liow that change which we have de- 
feribed w'as brought aboul, aad what elTcdlis it has pro- 
duced. 


SECT. V. 

Propqfition made to the late King of Denmark for ere&- 
ing a new Company for carrying on the Commerce of 
the Indies. An AbfiraSt of his Majejly*s Charter^ 
and an Account of the Progrefs of this Undertaking. 
Jt gives Umbrage^ frdin the critical Conjuncture in 
which it was fet off foot^ to the maritime Powers^ 
s who vigoroujly oppefe i/. Appears to he a confoU- 
dating Scheme^ in which the old Danifh Ead India 
Company being comprehended^ it fiands on a quite dif- 
jereni Bajis from that at Qftend. 

*the *rapc- T T ^ *ke ruin of the O^nd company a Dutchman, v/hofe 
falmndt^ ^ name was Jofuxh van AJperen, who had been concerned 
on thU un- aliair, went to Copenhagen^ where he applied liimfelf 

fertant to King Frederic the fourth,, a prince of great goodnefs aijd 
juhjc^i, to virtue, and who had nothing more at heart than promoting 
the C 3 uyt the Welfare of his fubjefis by all the means that lay in his 
■ power ^ I'he (icheme propolcd by Mr. AJperen to bis Danijb 
V kad a very lair appearance, and great probability of 

^r. V.'in obfervfcd, that there was a ftrong fpirit raifed of 

^ ^ opening a new trade to the Jndier ; that many people, who 
were very well verfcd in that trade, had engaged in the fer- 
vice of the Ofiend company, tlie fuccefs of which w'ould im- 
. qnefUonably have anfwcred their expeftations, if they douid 
have carried it on ; that the ci|u(es of its r^tn were (uch as 
could not attend that prcjcfl in any other eouptry,. ^at lead 

* Hihoire des Indcs Orientales, tom. ill. p»7|> * J}i£Uo-. 

naire da Commerce, tom* iv* col. 1144. 
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dF all in Denmarkt which had enjoyed an uninterrnjpted com< 
merce to the Indies for above a century ; tliat therefore there 
was nothing farther ncceflary to render the Danijb company 
is flourifliing* as ihofe of England and JTillandf than to in- 
creafe Its capital by opening a new fubfeription upon advan- 
tageous terms By the force of thefc arguments the king 
Was prevailed upon to fulFer his fcHemc to be put In execution ; 
and, that it might be done more conveniently; the Danijb Eajt 
company was transferred from the city of Copenhagen to 
the borough of Altcna^ a place belonging to the crown of 
Denmark^ bur fltuatcd clofe to the rich and free city of Ham- 
butgh, and therefore made choice of upon this occaHon (C); 

In order to induce foreigners to engage in this under- Sidjiana 
takyjg, his Diinijh Majefty thought lit to gi ant a new charter, if ths 
dated in April 1728, for pi*omoting the commerce of the faid Ajrrtcr 
company ^to the Indies^ China, and Bengal, the chief articles h 

** Hifloirc des lades Oricntales, tom. iii. p. 7^. * Recueil 

Miftoriqus d’AAes, Negotiations, MemoiieS, et Traitez, par Mr. 

Roussfc r, com. v. p. 2. • 

(Ci 'rhe defign of fctdng up timents, cftabliflied in its legal 
this commerce where they did, right to that trade by prefenp-* 
by placing over the building don. In the nc.Yt place, it was 
erected for the reception of tiie given out, that the Ea/l India 
dircclor and fervanta of the com- company at AL'end was only an 
pany at Aliena, this infeription invention to revive the myllery 
in large cliaraAers, ** Here is of ftockjobbing, and enable 
*' the new for carry- thofe who were in the fecretto 

ing on the commerce to compdfs immenfe fums under 
“ ^uebar, China, and other colour of a trade to the In^ts, 

“ places," was purely for the when in reality (hey meant td 
conveniency of obtaining fab- deal in nothing but moonlbine. 
feriprionS, and in that refpeft It was fatthcr added^ thaf the 
was well contrived by Mr. I'an royal conccQions in their char- 
Ajfercn. But, notwithftahding cers were fo very extenhve, and 
thib, ic fubjeded his projeA to fo highly difintcrcfted, that it 
various fufpicions and imputa- was extremely difficult to appre- 
tions, from which it woald have hend an abfolute prince a» the 
been otherwife free. In the firll king of Denmark is, by the vo- 
place, it Was infixed Upon, that hintary furrender of the liberties 
this was a new Ettf India com- of his fubje&s, meant to be 
pany, to the inftitution of which bound by them any longer than 
che muitime powers conceived till they fiiould have anfwered 
that they had a right to objeft ; the concealed piTpofes of this 
w hcreas the old company of Co- plaulible propofal (74). 
pMhagen was/ ev^ in their fen- 

(74J Ht[tsntal Rtgijttrf x'i'. p. 104,205. 206. 
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i&;/Danifti of which were thefe*; viz. The new fubfcribers fhall have 
tompany an equal (hare and right with the old members in all the con- 
transfer- cellions, oftroys, and piivileges, granted to the faid company 
reJ to Al- jjy his prefent IVIajelly, ar^ his auguft predcceHbrs ; and like- 
Una. Jq all fettlements, revenues^ houfes, magazines, 

ihips, efFc^ls, and in Ihort whatever the company is pofle/Icd 
of at this day, or may acquire in time to come. The old 
lhares or aftions, which are in number two hundred and fifty, 
of one thoufand rixdollars each, fliall fubfifl and reipain as 
they are, and (hall have the fame rights as the new fliares. 
The dir^ors Aiall declare .and affirm, upon their honour, that 
all the debts of the company do not exceed one hundred and 
iixty thoufand rhcdollars in ipecie. The united company arc 
obliged to difeharge ami pay the faid fum of one hundred and 
fix^y tlioufand rixdollars, upon condition that the old fliares 
fliall have no dividends till the year 1 73 Though there is 
no queftion that the accounts of the company are»jiifl, and 
that their debts do not exceed the Lid fum of one hundred 
and fixty thoufand rixdollars, it is neverthelefs ftipulated, that, 
if the laid debts fliould appe.tr to exceed the fqid fum, the old 
fliares fliall be anfwerablc for the overplus, and that the new 
fubfciibers fliall not be obliged to contribute thereunto. 

‘ Each new lliare fliall be one thoufand rixdollars in bank, or 
fpecfc, wheicof twenty frr cent, fliall be paid upon the ac- 
count of Mr. Alexander Brugmer^ banker at Hamburgh, or 
in the manner preferibed in the projeft publifhed by the com- 
pany at Copenhagen, Dei ember i6th, 1727. If there was any 
abfolute neceffity to make a further call the prefeut year 1 727, 
the fiinic lliutl not exceed five or ten per cent, at farthcli. 
I'lie call for the next year fliall not e.\ceed twenty or twenty- 
five per Lent. 1 he remainder of the fubfeription fhall not 
be palled in without the rcfolution and determination of a 
general court of the company. If the intire fum of the fan! 
one thoufand rixdollars for the new aflions is not paid in 
the year 1738, the proprietors of the old fhares fhall have 
an iuterefl at the rate of five per cent, allowed fhem for the 
fum they have paid more and above the new fubfcribers. 
There will be no other aftions than fhares of one thoufand 
rixdollars, and half lhares of five hundred rixdollars each., 
Evciy fubferiber fhall be allowed to take fliares for the bearer, 
figned by the company ; and fuch as pleafe may have them 
inferibed in the company’s books. T'here fhall be p^id fof 
each transfer two rixdoUars to the company, and half a rix- 

X Corps Uniycrfelle Diplomatique du Droit des Gens, tom. viii. 
P. ii. p. I so. 

dollar 
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dollar to the poor. The creditors of the company arc al- 
lowed to take new ad^ions for the fitms due to them, pro- 
vided they difeount on the faid debts thirty per ientun 
for the prefent year for each (hare, and twenty-five 
p<r centum for tlie next. The fiiares they fiiall purchase 
on this condition lhall have the fame dividends as the other 
new actions. The faid lhare (hail not be liable to any feizore 
or fiop upon any account whatfoever, as it is declared in his 
Majef^’s oftroy. The dirc^ors lhall yearly communicate to 
the ruoferibers an exadi and particular account of the afiairs 
of the company. The dividend fliall be regulated upon the 
faid account in a general court of the company, by the ifiajority 
of voices. The direfbors are not allowed to undertake any 
tiade but the commerce in the Eaft Indies upon the com- 
pany’s account, without the confent of the members ihcrcof ; 
and ftill lefs fliall they difpofc of or lend the company’s money 
to any porfoii whatfoever, for which they are to be anfwera- 
ble in foluh in their own name andeflate. They fliidl take an 
oath of exaff obfervatioii of this article ; and, for a faithful 
adininiflration of the affairs of the company for the common 
benefit and advanfage of the nieinbers thereof. All the mer- 
chandize which fliall be fold in any other place than Copen^ 
hagen, fliall be paid in the bank at Hamburgh to one or more^ 
merchants, and mofl fubftantial traders, for the company’s 
account. Thcfc merchants fliall be cliofcn and appointed, in 
a gciierul court, by a niajorltv of voices, and in no other 
\v.w upon any pretence wliatfocvcr. 1 he faid merchants, or 
camiers, fhall pay no money but upon orders figned by three 
or four of the direftors at leaft. The money to be paid this 
year fhall be at the difpofal of the prefent dirtdfors, till new 
ones to be added to them a.e chofen. The money arifing by 
the new fubferiprions fliall be laid out in fending fliips to 
Tranquebar, Bienqal, and ChinUj and for no other ufc what- 
foever. Na more money ftinll be kept in (^fh th.in what will 
be neceffiry for the fitting out and fcndiiig of fhips, as in the 
preceding article. A general coiurt of the company fhall be 
called as foon as poffible, in order tachufe four new direftors 
out of the new fubferibers, wlio may be all forcigneib. 

On the publication of this new charter, and Mr. Fun 
pern's foliciling his friends and correfpondents in HoUnnd to ^ f/,,] 
lake a fticire in this fubfeription, a great inclination appeared corr.pii»Tf 
to follow his advice Y ; but, as this could not fail ot giving a/wj k 
pjeat offence, more cfpeci.illy to thofe who were in tlic direg- sryut 
tion or fervice of other E,j/l Imlia companies, it was not long ulartn m 

Iliftoire dcsindes Orientales, torn* iii- P« 73*. 
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ihufuhjcfis before meafures were taken to intimidate him, and to take ojpT 
of the ma- thofe Impreilions that his applications had made * (D). This 
rttime certainly gave fome check to that fpirit which appeared in 
pnuers, foreign countries in^favour of this delign ; which, notwith- 
Aanding, had fo great fucceis, that thofe tntrufied with the 
adminiiiration of the company's affairs, began tp make pre» 
parations for fuch an expedition as might give them credit 
Several perfons alfo, vpU verfed in the Kafi India trade, re* 
paired to Copenhagen, and /hewed an inclifiation to enter into 
the fervice, where they were kindly received, and oftert con* 
fuUcd ; by which this important fubjeft came to be not barely 
known, but generally under(lood in that country *, {o that 
not only great expeftations were rriifed of the fuccefs which 
might attend this icheme, but alfo aw'arm zeal for promoting 
jt to the utinoft, and this amongll: every older of men, upon 
that fenfible and falutaiy principle, that whatever contributed 
to the public bciielit ought to be efteemed a thing of public 


* Ili/loiical Regi/ler, vol. xiii. p. 20 205, 206. ?Jcr- 
cure Hiilorique'et Politique, torn. Ixxxiv. p. 199. 


(D) As the Sieor ra» /Ifperen 
was a liurgcfs of Amprdam,and 
'bad retired into a foreign coun. 
try, and entered into a foreign 
fervico, without renouncing his 
burgherlhip, this, according to 
the laws ot Holland, was an ad 
of felony ; upon which a profe- 
cation was fet on foot, and car- 
ried to the laft extremity, which 
was, executing him in effigic. 
An tnfwer was alfo writ to hi^ 
circy’;*!- letter ; in which, bc- 
fidcs theobjcdion: ilated in the 
lall note, it was fiwgcllcd, th.it 
the honour of the dip’dor was 
no indifpatable fccujiry," fiiicc 
one of them, tho’ now a count, 
. and honoured with a white rib- 
bon, had been a bankrupt in 
France, and been driven out of 
Fngla^ and Holland by profe- 
cutions from his creditors ; that 
the Damp company had made 
prize of a Moorjp Ihip bound to 


^urai, and had fold her cargo 
fer three hunured thoufand 
Clowns, till which lum, within- 
terell upon intcrcn, at tne latc 
of twelve per rert wap refunded, 
the native!, would exclude 
from trade ; and th.at thereto, e 
the hazards ron/idered, no pm- 
dent man would fubferibe, not- 
withftar.ding all the fair pro. 
mifes and large privileges granted 
to the new company, which 
feemed, upon the whole, rather 
calcuiared to diaw the money of 
othwi countries into Denmark, 
than to reviv e the drooping trade 
of the D ./ifj with tlie Indies, 
'f loi anl'wcr was dated May the 
fir/f, 1728, from Amjltrdiwt (75), 
and was highly refented by the 
Dantjh couit; but, ns it was 
/igned by nobody, and the au- 
thor hould not be ea/ily found, 
the complaints in.adc again/1 it 
had no efl'cfl (76}. •. 


(7O Resueti Hiftwique d'Mfn, Ntjotiatiw, M' mires, Traiieas, par Mr. 
RwJpt,tcm.ji, aj, 3 ”# S'* {'1^) Rr-i^fier, n«I. xii:. p. 204, 

»'j, Z06. 
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concern When alHtirs were thus circumfUnced, prepara- 
tives* as it was very nacuraJ* were made witJi ait imaginable 
Vigour (E). 

As Toon as it was certainly known that th# Danijl Eafi India 7lcir < 

company was usually on the point of (ending Ihips to the 
Baft liuUeit agfCeable to their plan, and to the power given 
them by their charter, a refoludon was taken by the maritime 
powers to aft in concert in this atfair, and to endeavour to 
deprive the new company of their folc fupport, which was 
his DBniJh Majefty’s charter of incorporation. It was With tniniftsn. 
this view that orders were lent to Lord Clemrchy and Mr. 
Ddjfenftiilt, the minifters of Grm Britain and Holland at the 
court of Dcnmarkt to aft jointly in this affair, and to ufe 

^ Di£lionaire de Commerce, tom.iv. col. 1144. 

ill) When the Sieur /W great account becaufe of the 
prt />,:ixnd his collegues faw what ctrcumftances of the company, 
pains were taken to dircrodit whichplainlyadmittedaninten- 
t.'Kir fchcnie, they held it expe- tion to carry on an Bcft India. 
d'cut to demonrtra-* the fallity »trade, and to carry iton^iipon 
of loir.c, and the fallacy of other the old company's bottom j 
oUjiclion!,. In; >itce publilhed wherc.i4 in the other part of the 
t Cjp unm this fubjeil, letter it was infilled upon, that 

was , that the erecting this was a new company, and* 

new i Ata hjnf,' at xUtena did that they had really no intention 
. .u wnl' . it',* a new company, as to trade at all. It was impofli- 
(’■ 1 ’ \!cijt bom the royal char- ble, therefore, taking things to- 

r, .vliich w.is undeniably uii in- get he'*, that all their objeflions 
•;.aftmentupontheoldonc; that, ftiouM be true; but that there 
js so the credit ofthediredors of Was nothing eithei* abfurd or 
iii'j Eaji India company, there improbable in prefoming them 
v.Mt no juft reafon to impeach it, all to be fnlfc, and calculated 
fince it was their intcrell to de- only to fubvert a focicty efta- 
cl.ire the truth, and fince a pro- blilhed by the auchoricy of his 
vifion was aftually nude in the Havift Majelly, which ought to 
charter to prevent the fubferi- be icfpeftaffle to all Enrepgyhnd 
bers from being injured in cafe moreadpecially in the fight of 
they did not declare the truth.; his allies (77). This paper war 
that the llory of the Moori/b feems to have ended here, at 
ihip was an abfolute falfltood ; lei^ft with regard to private per- 
nnd that, in fine, the very letter fons ; and with the greater pro- 
itfelf, being inconfiftent and priety. fince the oppofition to 
coBiradiftory, ought to have no the Dani/b company was become 
weight with any difintcrefied a matter of date, and profecuteci 
perfon*; for one part was calcu- as fuch by the minifters of the 
li^ed to prove that the Hani/b maritime powers of Copenhagtn. 

India trade ^ould turn to no and the Hague. 

(jjJ Aftriure Iliflori^ue tt Pelitifuef tom, Jxi^XV, /u 7f» 

P. < *•«« 
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their utmdft indullry to procure the repeal of the powers 
granted to this fociety ; and, in confeqiiencc of thefe inftruc- 
tions, thofe minifters foon after drew up and prefeiited the 
following paper tdhhe court of Dcinnark 

. His Majelty the King oP Great Britain^ and their High 
“ Mightinefles the States General of the United Provinces, 
” forefeeing the injury die transferring the India com- 
" pany from Copenhagen to Aliena will do to the commerce 
*• of their fubjeffs ; and perceiving with concern, thatTalmoft 
** at the fame inflant they are making fo great efforts to ffop 
** the progrefs of the Ojle/td^company, the King of Denmark, 
** their good old friend and ally, is letting up another equally 
** ‘prejudicial to their fiibjcfts ; have ordered the fubferibiug 
minifters to make moft humble reprefentations to his Da- 
“ pifb Majefty, hoping, from his Majefty’s friencllhip, that, 

** as foon as he ftiall be informed of the unealinefs this no- 
velty gives them, he will withdraw the privilege lately 
granted to that company, and leave it on the antient foot 
** as it has always fub/illcd at Copenhagen : accordingly the 
** fubferibing minifters defire .your Excellency to make a rc- 
port thereof to the king, and to procure them a fivourable 
** anfwer. Done at Co/enhagen, July 2^, 1728.” 

' Gllnokcuy and Assi ndelft. 

Progrefs of Whatevfr addiefs or moderation might be tiled, or how 
this dif- fmooth foever its language, the King ot Dcumark and his 

pute, as council did not at all rdilhthis memorial; to which however 

*txell at the anfwer w'as given, wheiciii his Damjh iVIvjcfty iniifted, 
the maritime powers had foully miftaken the point, be- 
king’s intciition to crccl a new com- 
:t liter- P'**')'* transfer that which had now fubhfted above an 
hiindrcd and ten years Irom Copenhagen to Altena : tliar this 
appeared clearly from the very proj eft of incorporation, which 
granted no new powets to the company, bur barely confirmed 
the old ones ; that the voyages propofed directly for China 
could not be eftcemed ah infraflion of treaties, any moic than 
the voyages formeily made by the company’s Ihips from Tran- 
jquehiir : that, farther ftili, his Danifb Majefty was not reftrain- 
Cil by any treaty whatever from maintaiiiiijg and fupporting 
the commerce of his fubjefts to the Indies, cither from their 
eftablilhinents in that part of the world, or direftly from 
Copenhagen .* that the law of nature and nations not only gave 

* Hirtorical Regiller, vol. xiii. p. 2of?. •* Recueil Hido- 

riqqe d’Attes, iMegotiations, Mcmoires, ct 'Haitez, par Mr. 

* Royss£T,‘'iojn. V. p.’jj, 

him 
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him » right, but made it his duty, to promote the u^elfare of 
his fabje£ts, and to extend their trade as far as it was in his 
power : and that, finally, as he did not ^courage this com- 
merce with any view of injuring the Eafi India companies in 
England or Holland, but purely with a defign to benefit his 
own fnbjeAs, he could not difcern how this fhould expofe 
him to the refentment of any other power whatever. How 
clear and full foever this anfwer might feem to the coart of 
Denmark, it was far enough from giving any fatisfgffbn to 
Greaf Britain and Holland ; and therefore a frefii memorial 
was drawn up, to fiiew the infufficiency of this anfwer, and 
the right which the maritime powers had to expect that his 
Danijb Majefiy fiiould comply with thdr demands, and with- 
draw his proteflion from the company. This memorial was 
delivered by the Earl of CheftcrfieUl, and the deputies from 
their High Mightinefles the States General, to Mr. Greys, his 
DaniJb'Hk^ieSkfs, minifier at the Hague, in the Aimmerof the 
year 1729®, from which liine it does not appear that any far- 
ther applications have been made on this fubjedt, or that the 
rights of the Danijh Eqjl Ind^ company have been fiirther 
controverted. 

I’his warm oppofition feemed at firft to anfwer the end of mt 
ihc powers that formed it, but, in the ifluc of things, Vi^^tbehoUom, 
really favourable to the dcligii of the Danes, Frederic the turned to 
fourth, who was at this time drawing towards threefcore, theadvnn- 
and was equally unwilling to perplex himfelf with difputes, or 
to facrilicc the rights of his crown, and the interelb of his Eatt 
fubjedls, declined the fupport of the Ahena company ; but 
at the fame time recommended the Eajl India commerce to 
the care of the Prince Royal, his fon, who not long after fiic- 
ceeded him by the title of Cknjlicrn VI ^ This h.ul a dou- 
ble efFedl ; for it prevented thofe from intcrefting themfelvcs 
in the capital of the Eaji India company, who had nothing 
in view beyond trading in adfions ; and ut put many othcis 
upon refolviiig to contribute all iiijtheir power towards re- 
cllablilhing a commerce, the value of which was fufficiently 
demonftrated by the jealoufy that had been Ihewn about it. 

The dreadful conflagiation by which Ccpcnkngcn W'as laid in 
afties prevented any great progrefs from being made by the 
Pr.nce Royal in the life time of his father ; but, when he was 
feated on the throne, and had recommended himlelf to his 
fubjefts by abolifliing a farm of the cxdfe which had been 

* « Recucil Hiftorique d’Afles, Negotiations, Memoires, ct 
Traitez, par Mir. Rousset, tom. v. p. 37, ^ Mer^ure Hifio- 

riqae ct Politique, 1730. p. 581. 
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fet up about four years before, and was extremely grievous 
to the people, he refolved to apply himfelf to trade, and to 
promote to the utmoll of his power whatever might * excite 
the love of induAry amongA his people (G). 

T/jeir af- His whole adniniAratios at home and abroad was eon- 
fairs dudted intirely with thefe {aluttry vievrs, and conducted with 
brought fuch addreA, that they perfe£Uy anfwered his purpofe. All 
into ^der ^ Company were by degrees brought 

h ^ into proper order ; thdr hoafe at C^>enhag€n, their docks, 
^hoena- magazines, put into a good condition ; anda^'com- 

Tied them China dire^y, opened at a convenient feafon, and 

to earn on prudently managed, that it has been conAantly carried on 
a din it ever fince, and has grown more and more confiderable in 
commerce the fpace of about twenty years. The millions have alfo aug- 
to China, mented during the fame fpace ; and the trade to Tranqttebar 
has been rendered both more regular and more lucrative than 
it was in times pailr^. It is indeed true, that the Danijb may 
be Ailed iuconAderable in comparifon of the Englijb and 
Dutch companies ; but it is Aill a company, and a thriving 
company too, in comparifon qf what it was at the opening 
of the prefent century. 'What the confcquenccs of this com- 
merce may be in time to come, mu A be l^t to the conjectures 
oi the judicious .reader, as they lie without the province of 
an hiAorlan. 

A flioig But, before we conclude this feCtion, it may not be im- 
er>rfir*"a‘ proiXT to put the reader in mind of a matter of faft, which 
turn of the vctj ' Arongiy confirms the doClrine we laid down when we 
prinapie cntwi’ed upon this fubjeft. The matter of faCt is this : 
Iniddo'ivn attention of the Danijh councils to trade has had no 

at fiiiall iufluein-c upon the peace of the north, where they have 

any war for thefe thirty years paA; and 
.li fpjce hr,ve not barely enjoyed the blcflings of repofe, 

bat ciiltiv.'iied and improved the arts of peace The 
bcncfit.s dcriied fre^-^x thence to all the fllbje^^s of the crown 
ot Dcnmiii k are futfidcutly evident in the furprifing changes 
made in the f.kc of the country, the fettling of a great variety 
ot manufai^tures as w'cll in other cities as in Copenhagen ; an 4 
“xhe increafe of their (hipping, whiqh is become very confi- 
fidc'i able. We might alfo add ’to this the improvement of 
their mai ine, the wife precautions taken to feenre their juA 
rights by treaties, aud the vigilance that i^s Aiewn in equip 

8 Introdii^l. a rilifloirc d’CJnivcrs, tom. iv. p. 20* ■ ** 
tionarre de Commerce, tom. iv. col. 1144. * Introdufl. 

V a rililloi'e d’Univers, tom. iv. p- 285. 
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ping and fending abroad their fquadrons, to proteA their traf- 
fick cvery-wherc, as occaffen required, if all the accounts 
we have from thence did not agree in reprefenting an In- 
variahle attachment to the common ti‘anq«ll|ty of Europe, 
and the iaudahfe hopes of making tho petiiple in general 
ea^ and happy, the ruling maxima ia the Haiiijh cabi- 
net. 

If any want oi coaoe^oa appear^ or any difficulty be Iftrm this ■ 
found, from the reference fooK part of what we have delivered chapter 
neceffaflty has tg the hiftory of the OJhmL company, that 
will be fully cleared up in a fucceeding chapter, where we , 
treat of the rife, progrefs, and flipprelfion, of tliat company ^ 
at large ; but we could not divide our hiftory of the com- ,|;2ftend 
merce of this nation tothe^^fw without manifeft prejudice Kali India 
to their rights, by cooftdenog the new charter as cieating a company. 
new coiupany, a point exprefty deiucd by the crown of 
Denmark,^ and which feems to decided in its fevour by the 
acquiefcence of thofe powers under the prefent method of 
their carrying on that commerce, who fo warmly contefted 
the eftablifhment of any new Jociety. The progrefs of this 
trade may, and in all human probability will, furnifts them 
materials for a much more ample mid accurate hiftory ; bur, 
till theft (liall appear, the public, we flatter ourfdres, wilL 
not dtlpifc the unwearied pains wc have taken to render oiir^ 
as complete as poflibfe. 


CHAP. 
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C H A P IX. 

nfi Hifiory of tbi French Commerce in the Indies, in- 
eluding a fldl and accurate Account of their Views 
in eretling, and the Difficulties that occurred in fup- 
porting^ an Eaft India Company in that Kingdom ; 
and comprehending farther a diftin3 Account of the 
final Decline of their £afl India Company^ and the 
Flan and Progrefs of the prefetft Company of the 
Indies. 


SECT. L 

Endeavours of the French Monarchs to injpire their 
Subjects with a Paffion for Navigation and Commerce. 
Henry IV. ere^ their firfi Eaft India Company^ 
which funk without ever attempting any thing: makes 
way for another more aSlive^ and for a little time 
fuccefsful 1 hut^ in the Clofe^ after varying their 
Scheme^ fall into a declining State^ and are unable 
to fufiain themfelves in that Capacity. 


Afuccin^i 
•vie^v of 
ihr true 
caufi’i*ivhy 

/ArFrcnch 
natii n 
v:ere fa 
late in en- 
couraging 
vcmmerce. 


T he natural ambition, and great vivacity, of the french 
nation, has excited the wonder of /onit of the bcfl 
WTiters of their own, as well as atnongft their neigh. - 
hours, that they came fo late to underlhnid the bcncHts of 
commerce, and the great influence ariling fi oni a naval force. 
But whoever confiders this matter attentively, and confults 
what has been faid upon it by one of the ableft as well as 
greateft men France ever produced, w’ill find it no difficult 
thing to difeover the true caufes of the flownefs Ihcwn in ap- 
plying themfelves •^to points of fuch importance, and tlic little 
I'uccels they met with in their firft undertakings of that kind 
In the firft place, they had not the fpur of neceffity which 
produced fuch wonderful effefts upon the Venetians and the 
Dutch t who were forced for a fubfiftence upon thofe mcafiircs 
which in a ftiort time raifed them to wealth and power. Next, 
there were generally fpeaking great imperfeflions in their go- 
vernment, at leaft with regard to theffi matters ; for fome- 
times their monarchs had too little, and at others too much 
power. Iq their former fttuation they were able to give hut 
mall encouragement to fuch projefls ; and, in the latter, the 


> Teftament Politique da Cardinal de Richlieu, p. 83. 

wan.!; 
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wane of fecuricy in the poflt^on of property was a bar to 
Induftry, and extlnguifhed public Ipirit. Laflly, the viva- 
city, fickleucfs, and v'anity, of their teinpei*s, rendered the 
French very unfit for things that required a calm, fieady, and 
tradable difpofition If, therefore, we pi^'t all this toge- 
ther, and dearly comprehend what obftacles the abundance 
of a country, defeats in government, and oppofite inclinations 
in the people, arolto the cfiablifiiment of a folid and exten- 
five commerce, we cannot be furprifed at the fmall progrefs 
made in a long courfe of time by a nation in other refpeds 
very capable as well as very enterprifing''. 

It will appear that thele realbns ai'e founded upon fads, *v:hat 

when it is known how eaily one of the greateft French mon- 
archs difeerned thefe inconveniencies, and with how much ear- 
nefinefs he laboured to find proper remedies. This was n 
Francis the firft, who, by bis declai*ations in 1537 and \ 543, 
exhorteddiis fubjeds to undertake long voyages, and laid be- 
fore them the advantages that would refult to themfclves from Eafi India 
complying with his defire This condnd was imitated by trade at- 
thc lafi: of his immediate defeendants, Henry the third* who tempted in 
in an edid, dated the 15th of December 1578, prefTcd the 1‘rawc, 
fame point, but with very little efied j for either want of 
attention in the people, or the inability of the crown to give ■ 
the neccirary afliftanccs, prevented any undertakings that, 
in a work of this nature, a^-e worth mentioning ® (A). How- 
ever, 


*> ElTai fur la Marine et fur le Commerce, p. 62, 63. * See 

Sir William Monson’s Naval Trads. * Dtdionaire de 


Commerce, tom. i. p. 1346. 
indcs, p. 14. 

(A) The candid reader will 
not be difpleafed if we remark 
upon this occalion, that the 
temper of the French n.wion is, 
after all, the chief reafon why, 
with all their vigour and viva- 
city, they have hitherto made 
fo indifferent a figure in mari- 
time affairs. They were almofi 
as early in their difeoveries as 
any nation whatever; but, while 
other people improved and pur- 
fued t vir difeoveries, thnFrencb 
iij^irely flighted theirs, and have 


* Hiftoire de la Compagnie des 

never heard any farther news of 
that difeovery to this day. ,But 
to be a little more explicit ; In 
the reign of'Lewis the twelfth, 
and in the month of June 1703, 
the Sieur de Gonmvilie doubled 
the Cape of Good HofCt and dif- 
covered a great country, to 
which he gave the name of the 
fouthern Indies, where he re- 
mained upwards of fix months, 
and brought home with him the 
fon of a perfon of di(lin£fion ( i )• 
The truth of this fafl, as well 


fij Memoiret toaebant J'ftablijement d'lrte mijion tbrenennt deni It treijitme 
aunde, autnment afpelUe ta Terre jiuftrate, MtrtdteHale^ jSntartifue, et Intmnue, 
prefentex i N, S. F. le Pape Alenandre VJU, par me ettleyajnqite ^eri^maire da 
uttemmt Terre, 1663, % vo , , 
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ever, in the reign of ffenry the fourth, one Gerard le Roy, ft 
Fleming, who had made teveml voyaj^s to the Indies in the 
Dutch fervice, came and oficred hiaiKlf as a pilot, in cafe a 
French Eajl India company ( 5 ftuld be eftablilhed ; and in con< 
feqaeDce of his propofai, which, like every thing of thdt kind, 
was at firft well received, and afterwards little regarded, fneh 
a company was formed under the king’s letters patents, dated 
the III of June 1604, by which they ha<r an exclutive trade 
granted them for fifteen years, on the letting out of their firfl 
Ihip \ This dcfign, however, came to nothing ; but the 
fame perfon revived his projefl in the fucceeding reign, and, 
by the aflillance of fome friends at court, procured a new 
company to be ercflcd by letters patents from Lewis the thir- 
teenth, AaXeA March the 2d, 16 ti ; but the fame diHiculticb 
that rendered the former fcheme abortive, that is to fay, dif- 
putes amongll the proprietors, and want of money, had a bad 
cdeA upon this, fo that for four years they undcrtoolt nothing 
At the end of that period two merchants of Roan, Muijffbn 
and Cants, petitioned the king, that the privileges granted to 
this inaflive foeffty might be 'transferred to them, offering to 
fit out Ihips that very j*ear, which however was oppofed by 
thole who were interefted in the former ellablifhment ; and 


f Htftoire des tndcs Orienta!es,par Gvyon, torn. iti. p. 82, 83. 
ft Hilfoire delaCompagniedes Indes, p. 15. 


as feveral carious drcamllances 
relating to it, are put out of all 
doubt by very authentic records 
of thofe times ; yet no pains 
were taken to profecute this at- 
tempt, though, from the deferip- 
tion of the country given by the 
gentleman before - mentioned, 
and by many others on board 
his veilSl, it was fuch as would 
have tempted any other nation 
(2} to have made the utiaoil ef- 
forts for eftablinring a corre- 
fpondence that mult have been 
attended with honour,and might 
probably have been the fotfree 
Of great profit. If this temper 
hacTprevailed among the JijigUjh 
and Dutch, his Catholic Ma- 


jefly might have been the foIc 
monarch of Americm, and the 
crown of Portugal might ha\*e 
monopolized the Emji Indies to 
our times ; for the reader will 
perceive it was no lefs than forty 
years after this lingular and ex- 
traofdipary event that Francis 
the firll publilhed his edi&, lit 
order to excite his firbjeds to 
undertake long voyages (3), arid 
to ent’eS-prife iomething at Tea 
for their own benelir, iuftead of 
lavilhing aWay their lives in 
private quarrels, or ill the main- 
tenance of public comihotionsj 
which were the grievniCes of 
thofe times, and particularly in 
that country. » 


/ DstJ^ratiisn ttu Capitaint fe Giinievitle, dotie Juf/Ut Jg, ( j) W- 

ftufs ik U C.mpagHte Ju Indet, p, iJf, 


therefore 
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tl>erefbre the court judged a coalition necelTary, which was 
foon after brought about *• (B). 

Upon this letters patents were granted to the old and new A new 
£roprietorS| July ad, 1615, ^^ich were regUiered in parlia- Eaft India 
mcnt the ad of September following. In the fuccceding year 
they fitted out two good (hips, the command of the largeft^'^ * 
of which, with the title of general, was given to Captain dc 
NetSt who at thai^ time ferved the king in the marine. The 
lefler (hip was bellowed on Captain Beaulieuy who had no ^venturers 
other\ecommendation than merit *. The voyage was in all and n:w 
refpefls fortunate and well condufled, though in the end It ones. 
did not turn to any great accoifnt ; for the Dutch prefident 
in the Indies having publiihed an order, requiring all the fub- 
jcfls of the States General, that were on board thofe fhips, 
to quit them immediately, the two captains found it thereby 
out of their power to bring home both the veiieis ; and there- 
fore tha^ which had been comtnuuded by Captain Beaulieu 
was fold to a little prince of the iHand of Java^ ‘and all their 
cffcfls brouglit home on board the largeil ; iiotwithilanding 
which unforefeen miifortunc^ and the great expence with 
which this undertaking was attended, they managed lb pru- 
dently as to make it a laving voyage 

Tins, however, did nor difeourage the company; on rhfnVfdifyiaf’ 
contrary, they maile the neceflaiy preparations for anothei- r > h 
expedition, and took all poiTible precautions tor rendering it 'if 

I liftclrc des Indcs Orientals, tom. iii. p. 85, 86. Re- 

lations dedivurs Voy ages curieufes, par Mr. MELCH.THEVE^iOT, 

P. ii. p. 128. ^ Dil'cours fur le Vo)age de General Beau- 

lieu. 

(B) Tho members of the 
company defended theinfelves 
by leiting forth, that, if they 
had not been fo early in equip- 
ping Ihips as might be expefted. 
it was not through any fault of 
theirs, but arofe from many un- 
toward accidents which they 
could not forefee or avoid ; fuch 
as the fatal death of King Henry 
the Ibuith, the unexpeded de- 
mife of their patron and pro- 
tedorihe duke DampvWe, ad- 
miral of Fr^ce, and of feverel 

(4) Diffionaire ie Cmmereey «#/. ii* («/. X04a. (S) HiSeirt dc la Caw 

pagait dta Lidtt, p* 

fUQ- 


of ^eir captains and pilots; 
notwithttanding which, • they 
were ready to equip fhips for 
this fervic(^ in as little time as 
theii^rivals (4). Thcfe fuggef- 
tions determined the court not 
to take away their charter, hut 
rather to alTociare with them 
thofe who had an inclination to 
engage in the fame dcfign, with 
an exclulive power of trading to 
the Imh’et for twelve 3rear$, and 
many other piivileges 
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fucetfs in fucccfsful, giving the chief command to Commodore BeauUeu, 
their frjfy who failed 2, 1619, ftamHonfleur road, with three 

the compa- gjips ; the JShntmorancy^ of four hundred and fifty tons, 
tty rejolie and carrying one hundred fixty-ttvo menj twenty-two guns, 
it fend a and twenty patcrcj-ocs ; the^o^, Of four hundred tons, one 
hniidied and feventeen men, twenty-fix guns, and twenty 
patcrcroes ; and the Hermitage, an advice-boat, of feventy* 
live tons, thirty men, eight guns, and eight patereroes ; all 
viflualled for two years and an half. We have the hiflory of 
this voyage written at large from that gentleman’s papers, 
and a very curious and inflruftive voyage it .is ; and from 
thence it appears, that as thefe were flout fhips, and well 
equipped, fo the whole voyage was condufted with the ut- 
mofl fkill and addrefs, and a good biding procured for both 
the large fhips at the port of Men in the ifland of Sumatra K 
Yet in fome rcfpefls it was difaflrous, the Ifope being loft 
upon the coaft of Java^ or, as the commodore ^had very 
ftrong reafbns to believe, was funk by the Dutch, and all the 
men on bqard, and a caigo to the value of between feventy 
and eighty thoufhnd pounds ftn-ling ; but, however, the com- 
modore returned fife in his own fliip to Havre-de-grace on 
the firft of Decmber 1 620 “* (C). 


* Voyages de General l]EAtn.TEu, p. 11 j. Relations 

dc divers Voyages curieufes, par Mr. Mi^cir. Thevenot, P. ii. 
p. 123. 


(C) It was in reality the civil 
war which broke out in France 
that interrupted the progrefs of 
this company, difatiled the 
members fiuin contributing the 
fums^ ncccllary to ita fupport, 
and diverted the attention of the 
government, withvviC which it 
could not fubfili Upon this, 
fonie traders in Nonnandy endea- 
voured to avail thcmiclvcs of 
the company’s charter, from 
whence fprung the original de- 
fign of making a fettk'men' in 
the ifland of Madagajcar, as we 
learn from the teltiroony of a 
perfon who was deeply con- 
cerned therein, and whofe voy- 


age gives us light into many 
circumAances (6) thatotherwri- 
ters endeavour to hide, particu- 
larly the bad behaviour of the 
Ftenib towards the natives, 
which without doubt gave a 
bad iiuprcfiion of the whole na- 
tion, and their early bene to 
privateer in the Red Sea (7) ; 
both which errors in manage- 
ment became more and more 
evident in the condu£l of their 
fucccAbrs, notwitbAanding that 
they fet out upon a better plan, 
and for fome time at leaA were 
better fupported, which render- 
ed them fo much the mo^ tnex- 
cufeable. . 


(6) Relat:cn du riyngede rmepiit CaucU, dr Rouen, rn t'ijie de Mada^tjrn 
(ji de h grande tJU de RSailagafcar, par leSitur de Fla- 

curt, fi. 435 . 
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Thb coniideratioa of this misfortnoe, and the im ofi)K/<^<r. 
meeting with the like in fucceeding expeditions, induced the ^ords^ 
company to confine her views to the ifland of Madaga/car, 
in hopes that, if file could raife^a powerful colony there, it 
might be a means to render fucceeding attempts in the Indies 
more fecure; but in this alfo, thro* a feries of ill fortune and 
ill management, with which there is not either room or reafon Mada^af. 
to trouble the reader here, they found the hopes they had formed car, drop- 
difappointed, and that all their returns from thence fell very ped the 
fiiort of the expence that was abfolutely necefiary for the trade to 
maintenance of. their fettlement fo that, infiead of contri- Indies, 

buting to the purfuit of their or^nal defign, it ferved only 
to exhaufi; their funds, to difeourage thofe who were in their 
fervice ; and to diferedit their undertaking to fuch a degree, 
that for many years together there was no more done towards 
the eftablifiiment of an Eefi India commerce, than if no fuch 
company had ever been erefled ^ ; and in all probability thefe 
fmifier events would have ftamped the charaftcr of imprafti- 
cable upon every thing of this kind, amongfi a nation equally 
ready to venture upon enterpriz^ the mofi difficult and dah* 
gcrous, and to abandon even the mofi probable, if they do 
not immediately anfwer, in point of fuccefs, to their mofi fan* 
guine expeffations ; a humour that prevails but too generally • 
amongfi the herd of mankind in all countries, and contributes 
more towards keeping them in indigence and mifery than ei- 
ther barrennefs of foil, or an unlucky fituation^; for all local 
evils admit of remedies, if the minds of men are but well 
inclined. 

Relation dii Voyage dc Francois Cauche, de Rouen, en 
rifle de Madagafcar, ifles adjacences, ec cotes d'Afrique. * Hi* 
fioirc des Indes Orlentales, par Guvon, tom. iii. p. 85, 86. 


MbD. Hist. Vol. XI. 
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SECT. 11. 

famous Cardinal Richlieu turns his Noughts upon 
this Subject ; refolves to fet up a nop Compas^^ with 
more extenfive Powers^ better Funds, and under bis 
immediate Protection •, all vohicb, however, could not 
fecure it Succefs, Mr, Colbert inters into the like 
Scheme, purfues it with equal Ability and Applica-> 
iioH i notwithftanding all which, the Affairs of the 
Royal Ealt India Company gradually decline. 

Cardinal^ “D U T that wife and great miuifter, whofc enterprifing genius 
Richlieu'/ bj {q much good as well as hurt to France, the famous 
Cardinal de Richlieu, refolved to revive this cOitlmerce, and 
efablip- undertook it, as he did all things, witli great fpirit. ^The royal 
Eaftlndia to this new company wore dated the twenty- 

campMf l^otirth of June 1642, and contained all that could be thought 
un^^r his neceffary for promoting a fociety under the peculiar proteflion 
tiu/pice. of fo great a minifler ®. Yet Yt fell out unluckily, at leaft for 

this eftablifhment ; he did not longfurvive this grant, which 
was a great prejudice to the company’s aflairs. However, 
Linvis the fourteenth, or rather the regency a£Hng in his mi- 
norijy, confirmed thofe privileges by an edift dated the twen- 
tieth of September 1643. -AH quietly enjoyed for 

twenty years, during which fpace this third company fent 
every year a velfel to Madagafiar ; but the greateft part of 
them were cithei* call away in their palfagc, or loft the belt 
part of their crews by the feurvy j fo that though the name 
of an Eaft India company was kept up in France, yet they 
were poflefled of no fuch trade ; but contented themfelves 
ftill with fruitlefs attempts to fettle a colony at Madagafcar ; 
a defign, which^^ after ^11, they could never bring to bear 
The time of their piivilege being expired, the Duke de la 
Meilkray attempted an Indian trade upon his own bottom ; 

, which ended in fending a ftiip or two to Madagafcar, where 
he got into the poftefiion of their fcttlements, and found them 
not worth keeping ; though it is faid that he made this at- 
tempt at a pretty eafy rate, becaufe, being maftci* of the ord- 
nance, he made free with the king’s ftores. On his death his 
fon fold his ijitereft in this illand for about twenty thoufand 

r 

** Hifloire dela Compagnie des Indes, p. 16, 17. f Hilcoire 
des Indes Orientales, tom. iii. p. S6, 87. » 
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Uvres, which proved a great deal more than it was worth 1 

(D). 

This (hews how little the French government agrees with ^his com- 
commerce, and how difficult her ableft minlAers find it to 
cfhibHfh trade by dint of power. Yet it muft be allowed 


a Hifloire de la Compagnie desindes, p. 19, 20. 


(D) As wife and great a man 
as this ftunous miniftcr was, yet 
he very ingennoufly confelTes it 
was a long time* before he could 
frame to himfelf any conception 
bow that commerce could be 
beneficial to any kingdom, which 
carried out of it gold and filver ; 
and he farther owns very freely, 
that, uponehis principle, he dif- 
hked and difcouraged the trade 
carried on from Prownce to the 
Ltvantt as being chiefly driven 
with ready money, and bringing 
in fcarce any thing which might 
not be accounted an article of 
luxury. But perceiving, that 
however annecenary,there things 
were grown into common ufe ; 
confiocring that, if his country- 
men did not go to fetch them, 
foreigners would bring them in- 
to the ports of France ; and be- 
ing well informed, that the fil- 
ver exported was Span/J/j, and 
not French coin, he penetrated 
his millake, and faw plainly that 
a nation might be enriched by 
the carrying out of money, by 
its proving the means of bring- 
ing in more money from other 
nations (S'. It was this notion 
that induced him to patronize 
the Ea/l India trade, which, as 
it fprung from his influence, 
feemed to expire with its pro- 
te£tor. There were however, 
to fay the truth, .fome very un- 


toward circumftances, which 
contributed to overwhelm the 
company. As for inllance, the 
murder of Mr. Fouejttemiourg, 
who, returning from Madat r"/“ 
ear in 1646, was aflaflinatt a on 
the road to Paris, upon a falfe 
fuppofition that he had abund- 
ance of jewels about him, by 
which they not only loft the op- 
portunity of confulting him oil 
the affairs of that' country, but 
alfo his memorials, and other 
papers, which would have bceA 
of Angular ufe to them (9). 
Another misfortune was, the 
death of Mr. Flacourt, who, re- ' 
turning to Madagafcar with the 
king’s commiliion, as governor 
and commander in chici inilfa- 
dagafiur, was atta ked in hjs 
paffage by certain Barbary ro- 
vers, when his (hip was blown 
up June the 10th, 1660, by 
which himfelf. and upwards cf 
two hundred other pci Tons, pe- 
riihed (10) ; and the dcatl^ of 
the Duke de la Metllerape, after 
he had comproniifed matters 
with the company, and was very 
intent upon giving them all the 
afliftance in his power ( 1 1 } : 
which laft blow engaged them 
to defift from all farther endea- 
vours, and to furrender their 
privileges, in order to make way 
for a new cftabliflnr.eut. 


Teflament pthtfaue de Cardinaldf RicUtto, P ii. chjp. i, § 7. (9) Re!a~ 

tten de I'ljltjidadagnfiar, far Flattyrt, P. li. chjf. 4, / 10/ Hi/Kiie.ie 

iaCempagnia dti Indet, f, %2, ( i ij Htfinn dtt hdtt Qr,.r^'n, v.l. pi. 

p . 87, 

£ 3 CarJin.'il 
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tUtig Uii- Cardinal Richlieu took all the pains in this refpe^); that was in 
votjle^ the capacity of man ; he fent for perfons, who were bell 
trade t 9 the 'If in this trade, ixom Holland \ drew abundance of rich 
Indies merchants from different parts of Europe into France ; formed 
•was far eftablKhment of the new company himfelf, 

engaged ^^^e principal perfons for quality and fortune in 
E^cc. embark in it. This ftep, which he conceived 

would moft promote it, proved the ruin of the whole delign; 
for, there l 4 ing always fome great nobleman at the head of 
this buiinefs, fuch as endeavoured to obtain employlhent in 
the company's fervice were forced to become his creatures ; 
by vv'hich happy contrit'anco there were hardly any employed 
who had either mei it or capacity ; fo that fuch as were the 
bed judges of the means of carrying on this commerce with 
fuccefs treated the Eaft India company as a phantom, and ne- 
ver concerned themfelves therewith. On the other hand, the 
Engiijb and Dutch Eaji India companies, being folply guided 
by experience, treated the affair of a French EaJi India com- 
paiiy with contempt ; while the reft of the dates of Europe^ 
teeing France^ with all her power, could make nothing of 
thofe repeated attempts, took it fbr granted that the India 
trade was defigncd by nature for the maritime powers, and 
never troubled their heads about it ; a thing hardly credible, 
if we had not the authority of thebeft hiftoiians to fupport 
it 

The fa- BuT the feene foon changed when Lewis the fourteenth 
meus Mr, came to manage his own affairs, and had taken into his fervice 
Colbert fuch minlftcrs as were equally capable of forefecing and over- 
rev/^ves coming all the difEcultIcs that could poffibly be met with in the 
tin /hn execution of the great dcligns they formed for the glory of 
wilhihe nation. The famous Mr. Colbert^ fo much diftinguiflicd 
f^»ance 8*’*^^* prince whofe aflivity and prudence procured him 

9t Mr. fuccelles which rendered him the moft powe’r- 

' Chai^en- fui monarch in Europe^ was the perfon who conceived the 
tier, defign of reviving the French Eaft India company, notwith- 
Gftns his ftanding ail the misfortunes which had over and over difap- 
fthtme. pointed the fkill and care of his predeceffors •. But, before 
he made his intentions known to the public, he took care to 
be well informed in the aftair he was to undertake, by draw- 
ing CO his acquaintance fuch merchants and feamen as cvere 
held to underftand this fubjeft beft (E). It was from them 

he 

• TeAament politique de Mr. Colbert, p. 182. • Ejlai 

fur la Mar.'neet far le Commerce, p. 113. 

( E ) We And this confammace pany to the king with very great 
jaiinnler breaking of rhh com- modclly, and not only without 

arrogating 
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•he learnt the three principal difficulties in the way of that 
hruAure which he laboured to raife TYit frJt was, the 
finding a Efficient fund for eAabliihii^ fuch a company, as 
to which nothing had been done that could afford any pro* 
bable hopes of fuccefs. The French merchauts, fond of new 
projoSts, were ready enough in fubfciiptions, but flow in 
complying with the terms of their contracts after they had 
fubfcribed. The fecond^z&t a peremptory exdufion of foreign* 
ers, hqfwithftanding it was evident that the neceflary funds 
for the carrying on fo extenfive a trade were not eafily to be 
found in France, The third and greatefl difficulty was, the 
granting and eflablifliing fuch a degree of liberty and inde* 
peiidence to this company as might fatisfy flrangers and na* 
tives as to the fecuri^ of their properties, and put the intirs 
management of their affairs into the hands of fuch only as 
were efleemed fit to be trufled by themfelves. All thefe things 
he weighed in his own mind ; and, when he had fufficiently 
ripened his projedf, he communicated his plan to Mr. Char* 
Rentier, of the French academy, efleemed one of the beft pens 
in France, As this paper was ifleemed a mafler-piece in 'its 
kind, explains the fubjed clearly, and contains abundance of 
curious circumflances, it may not be amifs to give the reader 

< Eloge de Mr. Colbert, par Mr. Persavlt. 


arrogating anything to himfelfi 
but with a fair acknowlege- 
ment, that whatever might re- 
fult from tlus eilablilhment ought 
to be confidered as flowing from 
the plan of Cardinal Rtchlieu 
( 1 2). This company, which was 
properly of his erecting, is gene- 
rally efleemed the fourth Eajl 
India company deriving its au- 
thority from the crown in that 
country. It may not be amifs 
to recapitulate the feveral titles 
by which thefe companies are 
mentioned in French authors. 
The firfl, then, is called the 
fleet of Montmorency, or the com- 
pany of the Moluccas, which fub- 
lilled froip 1611 to 1 642. The 

( 12 ) Teftavrn* poItttfHe d* Mr. Giika 
CeiKfajite dn s* 


fecond they ftile the company 
of Ricanlt, or the Madagafcar 
company, which was that form- 
ed by Cardinal Rtchlieu, and 
continued from 1642 to 1696. 
The third had the title of the 
Duke dc Meilleraye\ company, 
becanfe he compromifed matters 
with them, and entered into a 
kind of partnSrlhip, which fub- 
lifled from 165610 1664, when 
the Duke of Maearine, Ton of 
the Duke de Meilleraye, and the 
old company made over their 
rights to that formed under the 
aufpice of Mr. CoJheri, who may 
be truly Ailed the parent of 
commerce and naval power in 
France (13). 

r, ebap, liU 


( 13 } Hifiairsde 'a 
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an extract of its ooutencs ; the rattier, 'as we (hall be obliged 
to refer to it often 
Theprhei- • It began with this remark, that, as former fchemes had 
pal points failed for want of proper funds, there was no danger any 
therein, jjjing of this nature fhould happen here, fmee, befides the 
coniiant proteftion whkh the government determined to give, 
the king himfelf, and the greateft and the wealthieA perfons 
' in the nation, were refoived to furniih fuch large Turns at the 
beginning as might put it on a level at leaA with thg ‘Dutch 
Eaji India company at the time of its firft effSbliAiment. In 
regard to any obje^fion thit might be raifed from the difap- 
pointments which had overturned three companies already, it 
was obferved, that few or no undertakings of this fort were 
attended with immediate fuccefs : that the Spaniards fufFcred 
greatly in their hrii expeditions to America^ which did not 
hinder them, from perfevering in thofe defigns, that had ac- 
quired them the empire- of the new world : that Ihe Engitjh 
colony, in Virginia had failed four or five times, and yet was 
brought to perfection at kit : and that even the Dutch Eafi 
India compan}', which fo much excelled all otheri., was far 
enough h'om being fortunate in its beginning. 

These principles laid down, it was next ihewn, that the 
ifland of Madaga/LUi'y a confidtiablc part of which was then 
in the pofledion of the t'rcnch, was a country capable of be- 
ing improved to fuch a degree, as to become of more con- 
fequence, and of greater advantage, than any of tlie fetlte- 
ments pofTcfled by the Dutch in the EaJi Indies, In fuppoit 
of this it was faid, that nobody would deny this fettlcinent 
vvas incomparably more commodious and more fccure than 
that of Batavia, w'hich the Dutch had neverthclefs made the 
capital refidcnce of their company in the Indies : for, with 
refpedl to the place, the country of Madagafcar was extreme- 
ly agreeable, the climate equally temperate and pleafant, and 
the foil affording all the nccefTaries of life in the greatefl 
abundance ; whereaj the territory about Batavia was fo far 
from being fruitful, that the company were obliged to pro- 
<;uie from diftant places rice, frefli meat, and other pro- 
vifions, for twenty-five or thirty thoufand people, whicli could 
not but be attended with great difficulties, as well as a vafl 
expence. 

In refpeft to fecurity, it was well enough known that only 
a fmall part of the ifland of Java was in the power of the 

'*T>ifcours d*un fidde fojet dh roi tottchantrctabliflementd'tine 
Compagnie Fran^oife pour le Commerce Indes ‘Orientales, 
|*aris, 1664, 4to. 

Putchy 
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J>utch } j^d that the reft of the cpuptry, which was large 
and populous, was inhabited by a variety of nations, agree- 
ing however in the fiercenefs and brutality of |heir natures, 
and in a bigoted zeal for the Mohammfdan religion, which 
. made them h^te and defpife all ChriiUans to t^e laft degree : 
that the territories of the Dutch bordered on one fide on thoTe 
df the king of Materan^ who had more than once invade 
them at the head of an army of upwards of an hundred thou- 
fand men} that, on the other, the city of Batavia itfelfwas 
but Avelve leagues diflant from the dominions of the king 
of Bahtam, who had iikewife fhewn hitnfelf their powerful 
and inveterate enemy ; whereas the inhabitants of Madtigafcur 
were of a mild difpofition, and fo inclined to receive the go- 
fpel, that a fettlement confifling of one hundred men would 
be in greater fecurity there tlign one of a tJioufand and up- 
wards in the ifland of Java t that, befides all this, by fixing 
their prjpcipal poft In hiadagafeary the Fretu h company would 
be better feated for trade than the Dutch in Batavia, becaufe 
it was equally convenient for carrying on the commerce of the 
Red Sea, or of the gulph of Bengal, and lay at the fame 
time very properly for the dif{)atch of fliips to China and Ja* 
pan, affording a convenient place for lefittlng and refrefhing 
in their return. 

In reference to the execution of a projeft which thefe ar* 
guments were fuppofed to demonflrate probable and feafible, 
it was faid in this memorial, that a fund of fix millions, or 
three hundred thoufand pounds' of our money, would be ne- 
ceflary in order to the equipping twelve or fourteen large 
fhips, from eight hundred to fourteen hiindjcd tojis, in order 
to embark fuch a number of perfous for this ifland of Ma- 
dagafear as might eifeff ually and at once cAablifli a confidcr- 
able colony there ; ^hat there was no reafon to doubt that 
his Majeily would advance a tenth pare of this fum : tlvit the 
.nobility, and other perfons of fortune, would advance alfo 
the Turns requifite to fet this defign on fobt; and that, as the 
king was yilling to take a tenth fliRre in the fetting out, they 
had reafon to expeft he would concern himfelf largely in fu- 
ture expeditions ; that, as a fuither encouragement, he was 
willing to grant the company an exemption from half their 
duties, both inward and outward, on all goods exported to 
or imported from the Indit's ; and, over and above all this, 
his Majefly was content to take upon himfelf all the lofs that 
migh^ arife for the firft eight or ten years j which was fufli- 
Vtent to (hew how much and how lliicerely he had this great 
iefign 4C heirt, and how willing he was to contribute to its 

Ji 4 • luacis; 
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fuccefs : that as to piivateperfons, they fhould be at liberty 
to fubfcribe in what proportions they pleafed, till the fond 
was full } after which, no farther fubfcriptions Ihpuld be re- 
ceived on any terms. 

That disking would not only permit foreigners to take 
what lhare they plcafedinthefe fubfcriptions, but, to encou- 
rage them thereto, would likewife confent that fuch as fub- 
fcribed ten thoufand livres (this was afterwards changed to 
twenty thoufand), or upwards, fliould thereby acquire the * 
right of naturalization, without any farther ceremony, by 
which their relations, though Grangers, Aiould be capable of 
inheriting their cfRfts in France ; and farther, that, in cafe 
of a rupture with the ftatc to which fuch ftrangers were 
fubjedls, their efTcfis fhould never be liable to confifcation 
on any pretence whatever : that the affairs of the company 
Ihould be managed by their own diredfors, chofen from 
amongfl themfelves, in whole hands the funds of dthe com- 
pany (hould confiantly remain ; and that foreigners fhould be 
capable of being clefted dire^lors, provided they were inter- 
efted in a rcafonable degree jn the ftock of their company, 
and refided in France : that, in point of law-fuits, the com- 
pany (hould be made as eafy as po/Iible ; and, after being 
heard in the firjft inferior court, near the place where the 
cauie of afiion arofe, they (hould be at liberty to appeal di- 
rectly to the parliament. 

Ciooief-^^ This memoir was exceedingly well calculated to anfwer 
jjy reviving the hopes of the nation, and by throwing 
thew'cight of former difappointmeiits upon want of money 
and want of conduct ; it was alfo well contrived to magnify 
tfeiv Edft importance of Madaga/car, and that without donbt a 

India r«;a- ^hc expence of truth, that people might not be dif- 

couraged at the recurring to a meafui'o that had fo often 
pvaii-r failed, and that they might plciife themfelves with the hopes 
fo^ven, of feeing the whole defign quickly brouglu to bear ; Once a 
place of fuch high importance, though hitherto fo indiffer- 
ently managed, was flill'in the polTeffion, or at ^aft in the 
po‘\ er, of France. Upon this bafis, therefore, was raifed the 
lafl: Etiji India compan}', which in fome degree ftill fubfifts, 
and which was creCltd ^y a very large and well-drawn edift, 
ill which every thing was put into the bell form, and fet forth 
w'ith ail the advantage imaginable, dated in the month of 
Auguji 1 664, and foon after regidered in parliament, contain- 
ing forty-feven articles ; and fixing the aftions, as they wei;c 
tlieii fii ft called, at one thoufand livres ; referving a power 
to the cojripany of making farther demands up6n her propria- 
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tors, not exceeding half that fum upon each Ihare^'. All 
the advantages formerly promifed to natives, or to Arangers, 
were aAually given, and every other method employed that 
might keep a good opinion of the government’s favourable in- 
tention for this new company, the fuccefs of \^ich, after fo 
many fniitlefs attempts, it was believed, would do honour to 
that reign, and to the adminiAration of Mr. Colbert^ who, as 
he Aiewed great fpirit in forming the plan x, fo his conAancy 
* was vifible in fupporting this commerce with great firmnefs, 
and perfevering in his core for it even to the laA (F). 

WlIAT- 

* Hiftoire de la Compagnic des Indes, p. 177 — 190. La 
Vie de Jean BapeiA Colbert, p. 36, 37. 

(F) The plan of this great to eAablifli high taxes, wichoat 
miniftcr was, to raife himfclf bringing his people into abru- 
and his falhily by the favour of lute indigence. Upon this ba- 
the king his maAcr ; but, in iis he conftnxAed an Eajl and 
order to do this, it was ncccf- a IVtJl India company, creeled 
fary to enable that monarch to ,^/everaI manufaAurcs, and form- 
raife vail fums upon his fub- cd the plan of a royal navy (1^). 
jeds. Mr. Colhert very well It has been faid, that he under- 
knew, that, to draw prodigious took too much ; but the reafon , 
wealth from a nation generally of mentioning thefe undertake- 
poor, was impolTiblc ; and that ings here, is, to (hew how clofe* 
to make a people, even mode- ly fo wile a man thought all 
ratcly wealthy, bear repeated thefe defigns conneAcd, and the 
taxations, was a thing very hopes he had, that, if Aeadi)y 
grievous to a fovcrcign, as well purfued, they would fupport 
as very unfafe for a miniitcr. each other. His notions were 
11c ventured, however, as no- certainly right, and his condudl 
body was better (killed in the too, fofar as his immediate in- 
financcs, to take fome very bold tereft reached ; for, by his (kill 
Iteps, in order to till his mailer's and attention, he raifed ms-nu- 
cofTers ; but as, in doing this, he faAures, and a navy, contrary 
attacked only public plunder- to the fentinfents of many, and 
ers, the bulk of the people were beyond the e.xpeftations of all ; 
fo much the lefs offended (14). and, if he was lefs fortunate in 
He next advifed the king 10 his fehemes of commerce, it 
employ large fums, out of what was becaufc his inAiunients 
he had in this manner obtained, failed him, and it was impoBi- 
to pro. note indullry, maniifac- ble for him to exert even his 
tures, and navigation, that his own great taldnts eSeAually in 
countrymen might be in the places at fo great a diftance 
better otrcumlianccs, and the (16). All he could do he did ; 
king have it more in his power and all we mean to do, is, to 

(14} de yean Haptijle de Cdhert, p. 24. sc. ( Pnfent State 

F.i>r«pe, />. Fjjit fjr id Marine tt fur it Cennerrr, far Mm 

J)ejiandeSj f, 169. 
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WhichM' Whatever is heartily efpoufed by a prime minifter will, 
ing coun~ in all countries, but more erpeclally.in thofe* under an arbi- 
tenmced trary government, find a multitude of advocates, and ri/e into 
and encou- general efieem,« efpecially if it receives concurrence as jwcll as 
raged by countenance from the government, which in thisjnflance was 
""fl* actually tlie cafe ; for the king, as he had promiled, paid tlirce 
^'hld tlioufiuid livres in ready money ; and moA of the 

*aavi£o- gr^atmenof the court, either from motives of prudence or 
reu/hf ’ fpirit, interclled themfclvcs in like manner, and their 

example was followed by all who could afford it ; fo*that in 
a fiiort time the company was in a condition to undertake 
any expedition that fhould1>c judged mo A conducive to the 
ends for which it 'was infiituted. Upon mature deliberation, 
therefore, an efieflual fettlement was rcfolved upon in the 
ifland of Madagafcar ; in order to which, a regulation was 
drawn up for the intended colony, fo well contrived in all rc- 
fpefls as to attrafl, and that very juAly too, the pi^blic appro- 
bation 'f. It was indeed in many circumAances veiy Arif); ; not- 
withAanding which, numbers of people oAered themfclvcs to 
go over and fettle there ; zgid accordingly, on the feventh 
of March 1665, four large Aiips, equipped as well for war 
as for trade, carrying in all five hundred and twenty 
^ men, failed from Brcjl, and arrived fafely at Madagafcar on 
the loth of following. Such was the firA attempt of 
this new company, which, being executed in all rcfpefls with 
fpirit, diligence, and fuccefs, raifed a general expeflation 
that all obAacles would be at lengtii overcome, and that flic 
great and magnificent promifts made in favour of this cAa- 
bllAiment would be efieftually performed • . 

^btlr c9‘ The firA thing this new colony did after they arrived, and 
lonyfent wcic fettled on the place, was, to change tlic name, and that 
t 3 Macla-v in honour of the heir apparent of the crown of France^ then 
gafear call about four years old j fo that, inAcad of Madagafcar , it was 
^IsLE jT^j. fytui-g jTjLp, Dauphine. The next year 

KE^and ^ embarkation was made ; and, in order to excite Aill 
emhnvour grater uumbcrs to go thithci, a defeription of the ifland 
federal '^as given, together with an account of the new colony, re- 
^ettlemcnts^ 

y Relation de I'ctabiilTcjnent de la Compagnic Fran9oife pour 
le Commerce des Indes Orientales, Paris, 166;, 4to. * HiAoire 
des Indes Orientalcs, par Guy on, tom.iii. p. 13&. 


fliew what he contrived, upon which the fubjeft we are treat- 
what principles, what he at- ing can be thoroughly uo^er« 
chieved, and in what he failed ; ftood. » 

this being the only method from 


, p*cfciitiu;j 
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prefenting the former as a perfcft paradife, and the latter as 
the happieft and beft fadsfi^ people in the univerfc ; and, by 
affixing thefc papers in public places, and circulating them 
through the kingdom, the ends of the company were anfwer- 
ed ; and a great reinforcement of new adventurers fent over 
to the ifle Dauphine, where a regular government was aftu- 
ally fettled, together with the company’s firft and chief refi- 
dence, agreeable to Mr. Colberf& original memorial, and in 
imitation of the Dutch edablifliment at Batavia In the 
mean time that great minitter employed his thoughts for com- 
paffing more-blTential advantages, and fuch as might render 
the commerce of the new company more agreeable to its title ; 
being fufficiently fenfible, that, whatever might be faid for 
the prefent, it would not be long before the French would 
exclaim that their new Intiia company had as yet brought no- 
thing from the Indies. To fecond his views in this refpeft, 
many prtyefls were ofifered, and not a few of thofe bold ad- 
venturers prefented themfelves with magnificent promifes ; 
but though the former were received, and the latter encou- 
raged, yet the cautious miniiller, who knew of how great 
confeqiicnce it was to make choice of a right plan, and of 
proper perfons to carry it into execution, was far from being 
hafty ill his dedliou ; and indeed every day’s cxpei'icncc 
taught him, that, whatever it might be in other countries, 
there could not be a more difficult talk in France than to efta- 
blifli an Eaft India company ; and this, notwithffanding he 
had the authority of the crowni, and the goc>d opinion of the 
better part of the nation, to fupport him in his defign, with- 
out cither rivals or enemies to give him any oppolition (G). 

After 


» Hilloire de la Compagnie des Indcs, p. 38, 39. Methodc 
pour apprendie la Geographic, par Monficur Roore, tom. il. 
p. 248, 249. Hilloire dcs Indej Orientales, tom. hi. 

p. 136. 


(O) At this diftance of time 
we may perhaps be in a condi- 
tion to difceni fome errors in 
Mr. Colbert^ plan, or rather to 
point out fome defeds; but, 
however, candid inquirers will 
findjt very hard to perceive 
how thefe could be ocherwife 
difeerned, than from the c«rent ; 


and this, being the cafe, acquits 
him of all blame, llis founda- 
tion was very broad ; for he in- 
tended that the intirc capital of 
the French Eaft India company 
fhoiild have confillcd of fifteen 
millions of livres, of which the 
crown was to advance nine, and 
the proprietors fix {17). This 


( 17 ) Relation de retabhJEmtrt de la Cemfagnu Franpife font 'It Cemmerte det 
Jad.i QrientaUif f, 5. . 
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But the After mature rcflef^ion, however, and the neceflary con- 
cmfant fultatioQs with thofe who were placed at the head of the com- 
JuUenly pany’s concerns, it was refolved, that, in the year tiS67, fomc 
aiter their (hips fliould proceed from Madagafcar to the Indies ; and 
pla^ and qj: fixing an introdu^ory eftablidimcnt there 

rejo.ve to fj^Qyj j |jg endeavours of two very intelligent 

Eaft India ^heir fcrvice. The 

tra^fe at Caron, who has been mentioned already 

^tice. ^ native of France, but had been 

for many years in the Dutch fervice, and had been raifed in 
that fervice to the rank of prefident of the factory of Japan, 
where, for reafons which we have afligned in their proper 
place, he fuifered feverely ; and, not thinking himfclf fuiH- 
cicntly coiifidered for thofe fuficrings, quitted the Dutch fer- 
vice, and returned to France, at a junfture when a man of 
his abilities was much, wanted, and therefore he was caiefled 
and employed c. The other was Mr. Marcara Avecnchinz, a 
native of Ifpahan in Perfia, and nearly allied to fcveral per- 
fons of great rank in that empire, as alfo to fomc who en- 
joyed governments, and other ^rcat employments in the In- 


HiAoitc de la Compagnic des Indcs, p. 40, 41. 


was a very extraordinary encou- 
ragement ; for in other countries 
the public had never contributed 
any thing except countenance 
and proteilion. ile apprehend' 
ed thoroughly the advantages 
derived to the Dutch company 
from her great ellablilhment at 
Batavia ', but it may be he 
over rated the benefits he ex* 
pefted from the French fettle- 
n\cnts at Madagafcar ; and yet 
patience, induAry, and oecono- 
jny, might have gone u great 
way in jnltifying even ian> 
guine expectations. But thefe 
were wanting ; and, as the 
hole plan of his company refi< 
ed I'p.m this plantation, the 
ilifappoinlinentwas m fome de- 
gree fatal ; and it was a dread- 
ful dilirefs upon a new company 
to be obliged, as tins was, after 


a great part of the capital waft- 
ed, to begin again. Yet, as we 
fee, he did not lofc his courage, 
but concerted a new feheme, in 
which he fhevved vaft abilities, 
and attempted the execution of 
it with vigour (18}. But the 
obftacics he met with were not 
to be overcome: the beft inftru- 
ments he could procure were 
unequal to the undertaking ; 
and other F.uroptan nations were 
fo well eftabhihed in the In- 
dies, that ftrangers had but little 
chance of fucceeding, even if 
they had condudlcd their affairs 
with the utnioft circunifpeflion 
and frugality, w'hich time and 
events could only teach, and 
which even the moil pcnctrate- 
ing ftatermen might not be able 
to forefee. * 


,;i?j Jljhne^ila liJts Oneatj/es, far VAiheGayon, «a/. ii. p. 137, 138, 
'''■ ' . 
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iiesy fo chat the company had good reafon to expcA great 
things from their abiiities and experience** (H). 

They 

* Hiftoire des Indes Orientales, p. 136, 137. 

(H) The great impediment which the principal nobilit)r, 
in the way of this eftablifliment and moft opulent perfons in the 
was, the want of proper perfons nadon, were brought to concur 
to carrf' it on ; a want, of which in fupporting this deftgn, in or- 
Mr. Colbert was very fenfibte, der to make their court to thofe 
and which he did all chat it was who had it really at heart ; and 
poffible for him to do in order as for thofe in a mercantile way, 
to fupply : and much more than who were inclined to efpoufe its 
could have been thought necef- intereft, he caufed them to be 
iary, if the event had not (hewn, taken into the direfiion ; and, 
that all he did was to little pur- to render this difpolition the 
pofe. He faw that there was a more general, he imitated the 
certain fpirit in free govern- exam^e of the Dutch, by fer- 
ments , from which companies ting up fcveral chambers (20). 
received, by a kind of commu- He perceived, that in maritime 
nication, the coura-geand confi- ^Kountries thj affeAation of ^n- 
ddence neceflary to venture on dependency, and the defirc of 
the boldell undertakings. In arriving at that power which 
the place of this he introduced naturally arifes from property, 
the royal attention and paternal %va8 another llrong motive to 
tendernefa of his Moll Chrillian adventure in fiich undertakings. 
Majetly, who, out of mere af- He procured, therefore, to ba- 
fedlion to his fubje£ls, not only lance this, repeated promifes 
contributed great Aims to the that the king would look with 
original fund of this company, an eye of favour upon fuch as 
but charged hiinfelf from time exerted themfelves with a latid- 
to time with their loiles, that able degree of diligence either 
the proprietors might not be in thedireflion or in the fervice 
difeouraged with the difappoint- of the Eaji India company ; and 
ments incident to all new trades would bellow upon them "ho- 
(19). He undeiftood, that in nours and rewards which Ihould 
England and Holland, where defeend to their poileriiy (21). 
there were always abundance of But whereas the EHgliJh and 
moneyed men and rich mer- companies managed their 

chants, there was a kind of an own affairs, and were never at a 
emulation in fubferibing at the lofs to find proper perfons to All 
Arft fetting on foot of their In- every flation, this was a great 
dia companies. As this re- hardlhip upon Mr. Cs/^tr/, who 
fource was wanting in France, was obliged to fcarch every- 
he had receurfe to the royal where for agents, and to take 
and mlhillerial influence, by mofl of them upon recommend- 

(19) Hffinn de la Compagnir dt% Indrt, p, 13S, X39* (2a) Hifoirt dtt Indn 

Ontntalfi^parl’AbltGuym, vs/ 111 p. 103, (SS) Reiattando I'aaiiijft- 

mtat de la Ccrnfagnit Ftar^sije, &c. 
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Upon They proceeded accordingly from Ifle Dauphine, as the 
•which French call it, and arrived the day before Chrifltnas i 66 y at 

their Cochin^ where they were well received, and very refpeflfully 

agents pro- treated by the Dutch governor ; and from thence they conti- 
eeed io jet^ voyage to Swaify, which is the port of the famous 

tl Surat ^ in which they were to ereft their firll faftory *. 

sSat, ’^^9 it was jud^d for the company’s fervicc that Mr. 
Marcara fliould repair to the court of Golconda, where be 
had feveral particular friends, as well as near relations, in or- 
der to obtain, through their interoft with the king, the privi- 
lege of trading through his dominions, purchafmg whatever 
kind of merchandize they wanted, and employing manufac- 
turers for the fervice of the company, as alfo for obtaining a 
licenfe to eftablifh a factory at Mn/ulipatan. This commif- 
fion, taken ail together, was extremely difBcult, more efpe- 
daily as it was known that the Englijh and Dutch had not 
been able to procure fmaller favours than thefe, though they 
had great intcrefl in that court, and had been at vail expence 
to preferve it ; nor was it any fecret that their agents would 
give this Perjian negotiator ajd the trouble and oppofjtion in 
their power ; and at the fame time he was but indifferently 
fupplied with money, which is as necelliiry, in fuch cafes, in 
the Indies, as in Europe, However, the Sieur Marcara un- 
dertook very chcarfully, and executed very happily, this im- 
portant negotiation ^ It is true, he was a long time about 
it ; and rejefted one Jirman, or letters patents, from his 
Majefty of Golconda, in which there were fo many qualifi- 
cations and reftri^Kons, that he judged they would have been 
of little ufe ; but in the end he obtained a firman, dated Dc- 
the 5 th, 1669, by which iiat French company were 

« Memoires da Sicur Marcara. ^ Hiftoire de la Com- 
pagMedes Indcs, p. 43, 44, 45. 

ation, and this too founded indifferent tools to work with ; 
rather upon opinion thaif expe- but they were the only ones he 
rience(z2). He was alfo under had, and he took all the pre- 
the neceffity of receiving and en- cautions polfible to render them 
coursing adventurers and dc> fit for the purpofe. Upon- the 
ferters; that is. fuch as gave whole, therefore, it muft -be 
themfelves out to be fit for fer- granted, that though many of 
vice, and fuch as w'ere either re- his expedients proved ineffec- 
jefled, or had quitted the fer- tual, yet they were moll of them 
vice in which they had former- well imagined and well Ipplied. 
ly been (23). Thefe were but 

fsi) Effea fur h Mirine tt fur U Commerce, par M, Dejlanies, p, 169. 
(.13) RennrJaTt, Dufret'tie de FrautbevVle, Guym, 

. permitted 
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permitted to negotiate through all the king’s dominions for 
ever, vrithout paying any duties either inwards or outwards, 
either for the king’s ihips, or for thofe of the company ; a 
privil^e which the Dutch could never obtain, and which the 
acquired in 1655 eta vaft expence ; and after having 
rendered, for twenty years together, very fignal fervices by 
fea to tlK ttionarchs of Colcondn. After this Mr. Marcara 
went to MafuHpatan, caufed his letters patents to be regiftcred 
there, fettled a factory ; and, in quality of chief, carried on 
"^the commerce of the company with the fame zeal and dili> 
gence that he had (hewed in his n^otiatlon 

One would have imagined, that, after fuch tefiimonies of But the 
his fidelity, and thofe too attended with fuch furprifing fuc- Sieur Ca- 
cefs, the credit of this Perfian gentleman fiiould have been fo ronyiaii 
thoroughly efiablifhed, as well with the French court as with^"*^ 
the company, as to be out of any danger of fufiering from 
finifter infinuations ; and yet it fell out quite otherwife, for ” 
his compfetitor, Mr. Caron, having acquired by his intrigues a aAmntaze 
fuperior intcreft there, obtained .in order from Mr. CeJbert, in 
1671, by which himfelf w.is saifed to the fecond poft in the 
Eaft India company’s fen ice, and all the fiiends of Mr. Mar- 
cara removed fioin their employments, and fubjeited to pro- 
feciitluus, though there was not a word faid of him in that • 
order, or the i^allefi: mifmanagement laid to his charge K 
But things wore another face in Frame, where his charaffer 
was injured by a mnltitiule of afperlions j of e hich having 
notice from his friends, he tranfmitted fuch lull juftificaiions 
that Mr. Colbert, having thoronglily examined into every thing, 
and made an impartial report to the king, his conduct was in- 
tirely approved, and Ills innocence acknowlegcd by a folemn 
arret. But it is fit that we IhoulJ likewife fliew what the 
fervices w ere which his rival alfo rcnJeied to the company, 
and by What projeits he fo efTcflually recommended himfelf 
to fo intelligent and clear- lighted a minifiar, as to be able, 
though but for -a llioit time, to abnfe his confidence to fuch 
a degree, as to bring a perfon into dii^ace who had deferved 
fo well, and whofc intereft, as well as his expeiience, was of 
fo great fiivicc to the company’s affairs, without his giving 
fo much as the fiightefi occafioii for their difpleafure, or even 
for their fufpiciou ^ (I). 

It 

* Momoires dn Sieur Marcara. llilloire des Tndes 

Osicmalcb, tom. iii. p. 146. ' Ililloirc dc la Compagnie des 

Indes, p. 63, 64. 

(I) Wc have already men- and faid fo much ofr him, that 
tioned the Sieur Carrm io often, there is no need to enter, upon 
. this 


.-J 
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His projeS It is allowed that the Sieur de Caron fettled the ia^ory at 
cf attack- Surat, of which the French are ftUl in poflellion, as alfo that 
///jfCeylon of Bantam, upon the ifland of Java^ which they held till, 
comes to jjg jjjjyg ftiewn elfewhere, the Dutch became mailers of 
nothtng, kingdom, or rather of the king, and, under colour of 

nn , tn he authority, excluded them and the Engiyb ; which, hpw- 
proves bis h^^PP^^icd fome years after this gentleman’s death The 

ruiti. 

^ Tavernier, Chardin, Lb Brvn, See, 


this occafiofi, into aretrofpefl of 
his charafler : it is fufHcient for 
our purpoie to obferve, thattho" 
his capacity, activity, and experi- 
ence, raifed him very high in the 
opinion of Mr. Colbert, and gain- 
ed him fuch a ihare in his con- 
fidence as to give him, from the 
firit, a very honourable employ- 
ment m the compjiny’s fervice, 
and to intrufl: him at laft with 
the principal diredion of af- 
fairs ; yet this was not done 
haftily or blindly, but, on the 
HTontrary, was accompanied with 
alt poHible precautions (24). 
For Mr. Carron, though born of 
French parents, not being a 
fubjed bom, was obliged 
to naturali/e hinifclf and his 
children, whom, together with 
his wife, he brought intoFr«»ff, 
and put into the hands of the 
government, as a kind of fecu* 
rity for his behaviour ; and, that 
that lie might be alfo under the 
llrongeil tie of gr.-jtitude, the 
king was gracioedy plcafed to 
give twenty thoufand livr'es by 
way of fortune with his daugh- 
ter, upon her marriage with a 
gentleman of Nar/nandp ^25}. 
Yet he no fooner came to ad 
abroad, than a fpirit was raifed 
againll him by thofe whom the 
company principally intrufted ; 


againll which he was ftron^Iy 
fupported, upori a prefainption 
that this arofe chiefly from envy, 
and from the fpite they had 
againll him as atlranger. There 
is indeed nothing clearer, than 
that he was the perfon princi- 
pally relied on for carrying the 
fcheme of a trade to the Indies 
immediately into execution 1 
and that the court went fo far, 
as to take all the mcafures pof- 
fible to force fuch as were in the 
Indies to pay an implicit obe- 
dience to his orders, and to 
purfue his inllrudions in refpefl 
to commerce in all refpeds, and 
to their utmoll extent (a6). We 
may well imagine that this ex- 
traordinary confidence proceed- 
ed from the fuperior knowlege 
he had of the whole circle of 
trade in the call, which he was 
very able to fet in the faircll 
light, as is evident from thofe 
pieces of his which are Hill re- 
maining ; and Irom which it is 
alfo clear, that he had made 
fome overtures about an embally 
to 'Japan, for which fome have 
thought, and it may be jullly, 
that, not with Handing his former 
rclidence in that ifland, he was 
not by any means a proper per- 
fon. 


f 14^ Mfmeirei de Menfuur Mareara. (i^) l!.^^,:re dr la Cuinpagnte 

dti Indtt, tern. iii. p. 40 54. (’•b) lr>Xtrt du Rai ('Lcu'i XIV.) d M, 

de la Haje, dgtee de f'erfailtei U Deemhe 1 670. 
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great experience, he had gained during the time he ferved the 
Dutch, made thefe things eafy and familiar to him ; but what, 
without doubt, made him mofl acceptable to Mr. was, 
the icheme of furpriling fome of the fortre/fes in Ceylon, and 
bringing the French thereby at once into a lhare ot the fpice 
trade. In this he is on all hands allowed to have had a \ery 
large concern, if he was not the original inventei- of it ; and 
it muft be likewife confe/led, that the plan was very well laid. 
The minifter was very defirous of feeing the Eaji India com- 
merce ^mly ellabli/hed, a regular correfpondence fixed, and 
rich cargoes brought every year into France ; for he began to 
be convinced, that, if this was jiot fpeedily done, the» laft 
India company would be little better than the firfi: ; and that 
as the bufy roving fpirits of the French would not allow them 
to live long enough in a place to render it fertile, if it was 
not fo natui’ally, or to accumulate riches if they were not at 
hand, and, in a manner, to be had for taking up ; fo, if this 
proja^ had fucceeded, which was fupported by a competent 
force, and they could once have fixed themfelves in any part 
ot the ifland of Ceylon, for which it is faid they had obtained 
the confent of the emperor of !liat ifland, it w^oiild have ’an- 
fwered all thefe purpofes, and would have given them a fort- 
refs, a port, and a fliarc in the cinnamon trade, at a fingle 
ftroke'. But, as wc have informed the reader, in treating 
of the affiirs of the Dutch, how this afi’air mifearried, and 
how the Sieur Caron loll his life in fight of the port of !}/• 
bon, on his return, it is not necelTary that we fliould dwell 
longer upon it here, though it is certainly a piece of hillory 
that very nearly concerns this fubjedl. By his death it came 
to be known, that though he had been very zealous and dili- 
gent, yet he had not been over-faithful in the management of 
the company’s affairs, but had amafied much wealth for him- 
felf, of which the greatcll part periflied with him, whil^he 
was endeavouring to depofit it in a place of fafety (K). 

• Bkfore 

• 

* Journal dc Voyas:cs des Grandcs Indes, Paris, 1698, 12®. 

” Basnage Annales des Provinces Unics, tom h. p 457. 

(K) It is foment hat difficult the month of ft 167 2 (2 7). 

‘JO fix ihe dates relating to this Authors arc not exadly agreed 
:xpedition ; but there appears what th? errors were which h« 
lufHcient authority to provs. committed in the management 
hat the Sieur Carroji failed ofr of this important bufincls ; and 
hef expedition againll Ceylon in yet they are almolt unanimous 
• 

(i7) Rf^moins da S.tnr Mert^rs, 

Mod. Hist. Vul. X. F ^ 


in 



Hi Conquefis^SittUments^mtdDifcovertis^ef B.XIV, 

Jn/olu- Before this unhappy event fell out, the new Eafi India 
iioH taken company began to be weary of her eflablifhment at Mada~ 
hythe com- gafcar, chiefly, as they acknowlcged, through the ill manage- 
ment of thofc who were placed in authority, and principally 
fMt the ijle i^tniftcd with her affairs ; but, in reality, b^aufe the country 
nhine fruitful, pleafant, and very fit for hunting, and other 

and tranf- to which thofe they fent over intirely devoted them- 

fer their and thought very little of the conditions upon which 

rejidence to they were carried thither. The necelfiiries, the conveniencies, 
Surat. and the plcafurcs of life, were eafily to be had ; and, in ac- 
quiring thefe, the people thought they purfued their own 
jntei%fl, and would not forego them, or fatigue themfelves, 
in refpeft to the intercfts of the company; who therefore 
defired that the king would refume his gift, which his mofl 
Chriftian Majefly accordingly did by his arret dated Novetiiber 
1 2 th 1670 "j and thus, the ifle Dauphine being abandoned, 
the company’s chief refidence was fixed at Surat, where tliey 
had new powers and frefh favours granted them by the 
crown ; for all which they were indebted to Mr. Colbert, as 
well as for the exemption from duties of all kinds, and indeed 
for every thing elfe that they Could alk with any tolerable pre- 


® Hifioire dc la Compagnic des Tndes, p. 74, 75 . Hiftoire dcs 
Jndes Oricntales, tom.iil. p. 158. 


in aferibing the mifearriage of 
this great defign to fome miftakc 
or mifinformation of his. How- 
ever that matter may be, he ac- 
tually embarked fox France v/lth 
all his efFeCls, and arrived upon 
the coaft of Bretagne towards the 
tiofe of the year 1674 (28) ; but 
<6vh?thcr it came to pafs thro* fear 
of his enemies, or, as his anta- 
gonift Marcara a/terts, irom the 
confeiournefs of his owu milbe- 
haviour, fo it was that he or- 
dered the veflcl to fleer Jor htf- 
hon, where, as the reader is told 
in the text, he periihed ^29). 
By his death tlie Dutch Eafi ln» 
dia company loll a dangerous 
and decui mined enemy, the fer- 
vants of the French Eaji India 


company a man whom they 
hated and feared, and Mr. Col- 
bert a perfon from whom he 
had received great lights, and 
who perhaps might Jtave been 
of farther uic to him if he had 
lived ; for, whatever the flips in 
his condu'.t might be, there can 
be no difpute, that, from tlie 
experience of two-and-twenty 
years, in which he had ferveo 
the Dutch, he had acquired a 
more comprelienflvc knowleg^ 
of the trade of the Indies tha|P 
any of thofe he left behind him 
in the FrcTich company's fcrvice, 
as was evident from the confii- 
flon into which their affairs ran 
after his deceafe (30). 

O « 


(2,1) llifioift de la Cempagnie des InJes, p. Gs. (zg) Memoirss da 

Suar Matcaia, (3g} UijiQtrt de la Qampagnie Jit Jndts, p, 40. 
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ence, in order to encourage and render AoutiAing, if !t had 
been poUible, a commerce upon which he had (et his heart ^ ^ 
and that for no other reafon, but becaufe he thought it ho- 
nourable and prpfitable for the kingdom, the welfare of 
which was the objeft of his mlniftry (L). 

Bi/t all would not do ; for, notwithHanding thefe repeated 
favours, it became every day more and inorc apparent that 
their affairs were in a bad condition, and that without fome 
fpeedy remedy they would'fall into abfolutc confufton. Upon ck>^vh 
this a general court was called of ail the proprietors, at P-a- thtir n/~ 
ris, bSbre whom a true ftateof their concerns was laid ; of fain muft 

0 La Vie dc Jean Baptist Colbert. Hiftoire des Indes 
Orientales, tom. iii. p. 1 50. 

(L) This projeft of abandon- panyl^i): for thefe reafofi*?, 
ing the «fland of Madagafcar^ therefore, as we lhall fee heic* 
which the crown had yielded to after, they perfi/led in refufing 
them in property, referving only this iiland when the property 
acrovrn and feeptreof gold, was again oifered. Bm how 
the weight of eight hundred right Toever the diredors might 
ounces, upon the accclTion of a be in their notions, whkh were 
new king, was by no means indeed founded on facts and 
agreeable to their patron Mr. ample experience, vet Mr. €»/- 
Colhrt ; though, at the earneft bett was tar from being wrong 
requeft of the company, he dif- in his notions, ns time has fully 
pofed the king to accept of deinontifated, and as will fudi- 
their renunciation, not doubting ciently appear in the courfe of 
that in a ihort time the company this chapter. His only m-iftake 
would perceive how indiferete a was, if indeed it was his mif- 
ftep this was, and apply for its take, and not Mr. Cbarptn- 
rcllitiituin. But thole who were tier% in fuppofing that Mada- 
in the direftiofi of the compa- go/rar might ferve commodiouf- 
ny’s aflajrs had very different ly for the centre of the com- 
fentiments ; they know, from p.my’s commerce with the /«- 
experience, that their colonies d/et, as Bbfavia did to the 
were only a dead weight: and Duteki whereas the fecuring a 
that, notwithllanding all the poft in this pare of the world, 
changes they had been able to though it was convenient, ard 
make, tliofe intruded with the even neccifary, yet became lb 
management of them preferred ior quite another pmiTofe; and 
their own interells and ple.ai'ures ou'^ht rather to be compared 
to their duty ; and, while they with the Cofe ofGttsd Hope (32), 
expected that the company as we tliail Jiave occafion to 
Ihould dp every thing for tht^, fliew at large hereafter. 

W()uld do nothing for the coin- 


(31) IhftBire Jet hdes Orinnlr, tewt. iu. f, i6a. 
data let JnJet OnenteJtt,f. 17 . 


(32) Zj Uie' 
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have/al- which, through the interpofition of Mr. Colbert^ a report 
len into was ^de to his Majefty, who thereupon iifued his declara- 
fjnfufton. tion,*dated September 13th, 1675, by which he firft directed 
a dividend of ten per cent, to be paid to fuch of the proprie- 
tors i* as had completed all their p<iyments ; that, with refpe^l 
to thofe who had not completed them, they fhould have time 
to the firft of July 1676 ; and, upon completing their pay- 
ments, (hould have a difeount of ten per cent, : that the ca- 
pitals of fuch as negledlcd to complete their fubferiptions 
fhould be forfeited tor the ufe of the company : and,’*laftly, 
that whereas, through the loflcs and difcourageincnts to which 
all new undertakings are ine^tably liable, the Eaji India com- 
pany had incurred a debt of no lefs than four millions, his 
Majefty, according to the promife made in the ediff of his 
creation, difeharg^ that debt, and alfo forgave freely and for 
ever the faid fum of four millions advanced for their fervicc*>. 
This extraordinary geneioftty of the crown was fo^owed the 
next year by a new favour, which had come fooner if it 
had not been oppofed by the farmers general, which was, the 
freeing all merchandize bought at their fales from all duties 
inward and outward, except thofe tranfported to Lyonj, and 
even thofe were to pay only a fourth of the ufual duties upon 
». entry, and thofe of the cuftom-houfc belonging to that city. 
Such was the fituation, and fuch the repeated benefits beftowed 
upon this company during the ten firft years of its fubfift- 
ence ; by which we fee, that nothing but the care of the go- 
vernment prevented it from finking into ruin 
Are oh- At the clofe of the year 1681 feme private perfons having 
Uged to infinuatcd that they were \rilling to embark their fortunes in 
demandthe jj Indies^ provided they might obtain licences ; 

mUTion 7 o‘ company likewife having lignified to the king, that it 

^rantli^- might prove beneficial to them, if they had a power to grant 
cences on indulgences ; this favour likewife was added to the reft, 
eertaitt and private trades were permitted to engage in this commeice 
termst to Upon the following conditions : That they fhould tranfport 
private themfelves and their tfiedls on board the company’s fliips, 
traders, both outwards and inwards : that they fhould pay their freight 
and pafiage before fheir departure : that the goods they 
brought home, precious ftones only excepted, fhould be cx- 
pofed in the company's fales, and their produce fairly ac- 
counted for: that thefe licences fhould be in foice only for 
five years ; and that, if thejr fhould be found prejudicial to 

P Hiftoire dclaCompagniedcs Indcs, tom. iii. p. 71. ** Hi- 

floiredes Indes Oiientales, tom. hi. p. 150, i^i. ^ Kifloire 
de la Couipagnic des Indes, p. 224. 259. 342. 

the 
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the affairs of the company, the direftors might abridge or 
cancel them at their plealure ■. But, notwithftanding thefc 
advantages, and though they fcarcc afked any thing of their 
patron Mr. Colbert but what was granted, yet their affairs 
continued declining ; and, as he died in 1683, the fpirit of 
this commerce might be faid to expire with him *. The body 
indeed of the company was kept up, not much perhaps to 
its advantage ; they had not only a court ci direftors at Pa- 
Wr,,but, in imitation of the Dutch Eafi India company, cham- 
bers of direftion at feveral ports, a council in the Indies, and, 
in fhort, the ' appearance and trappings of a great fociety, 
when at the bottom they were diftreffed and poor, fo that 
upon ftating a general account in 1684, it clearly appeared, 
that, inftcad of gaining one peny by their commerce, they 
had aftually run out one half of their capital. This was 
attributed to feveral caufes, but principally to three ; the 
war with the Dutch, which lafted from 1672 to 1678 ; the 
frauds of the perfons employed in their fervice in Madagafcar 
and the Indies, who, though they were fent by the company, 
afted as if they had no othA* bufmefs there than to mind their 
own interefts, which they did at tlic cxpcncc of their mafters ^ 
fo that fome private fortunes were made, w'hile the concerns 
of the public were running to ruin ; and, laftly, to me 
fupinenefs, timidity, or inability, of their fubferibers, who 
had not paid in as they ought to have done, to the great detri- 
ment of their afiliirs u. 


■ Hiftoirc des Indes Oricntales, tom. iii. p. 158, 1 59, 160. 
t La Viede Jean Baptist Colbert, p. 303. “ Hifloire 

de la Compagnic des Indes, p. 73, 74. 
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SECT. III. 

Various Efforts made to reftore their Credity and ta 
keep their ^rade alivey in which they are fometimes 
byy and fometimes meet with Difcouragements 
froniy the Mintftry^ whkh at lenjrib induees them to 
let out their Privileges to private Perfons. ^be Con^ 
fequences of theje LtcenceSy which^ amongSf otherSy 
produce a China Companyy andy upon the Whoky 
turn to very little Accounty in whatever Light they 
are conffdered, 

fc retrieve TO remedy thefe diforders, and to retrieve, if poflible, the 
fomede^rif trade oF the company, it was rcfolvcd to change their 
cf credit^ fyfiem of government, to fupprefs all the little chanrd)crs of 
itiifiund direftors, and to put thtf whole management of the company’s 
rtq-.itjiie to ctinceins into the hands of twelve direftors refiding in Parisy 
make a jq pj^y jp diirty thoufand livres upon 

actions, and to be allowed reafonablc fitl.irics. 
nilZdml alfo icfolved, that all who had not paid in Ihould for- 
fifiratm, their lhares to the company ; with a provifo, that if, in 
two years, they made good their payments, they fhould enter 
into their former rights, and have all their actions rcltorcd. 
This regulation was confirmed by a royal edift dated in Fe- 
bruary 1685, by which the king left the company fiec liberty 
cithei to relume the fovercignty of the ifle DauphinCy which 
they had fnrrcndered in 1670, as has been before mentioned, 
or to leave it as it then was in the king’s hands. As the com- 
pany were left at liberty to do as they thought fit in this af- 
fair, the)', after mature deliberation, thought proper to ad- 
here to their lall icFolution, and to quit this ifland intiiely to 
the Clown; which a(t of theirs was confirmed by the king’s 
arret, dated Jzwtf 4th. 1686'^. 

In the fuccccding yc.u- eight new diicftors were added upon 
a very laudable motive, w'hich was, that of increafing the ca- 
pital of the company; for they were obliged to pay in ready 
money foi ty thoufand iivres in cafe tliey were pofTcircd of 
, twenty thoufand of the company’s lfix:k, and fixty thoufand 
^fndoPtk were pofrefTed of none; and thefe Aims, together with 

esLpa/iv advanced by the proprictoi-s, brought fiich a fiippjy to 

^ ^ ' the company’s cafh, that even the moft intelligent people began 

^ Hiflcire des Indes Orientales, tom. ill. p. 162, 163. 
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to entertain great hopes, that, after fo many difappointments, 
this commerce would be put upon a folid foundation; and 
thefe hopes were not a little augmented by the dividends 
made in that year, and in 1691, amounting, in the whole, to 
thirty per cent . ; but thefe flattering expedtations foon gave 
way to prefages of another kind, that were better founded, 
and which were intirely owing to a new fliain of politics that 
prevailed in France ; whereas hitherto the power of the crown 
had bflfen folcly employed in protefting and advancing the 
commerce of this company, notwithllanding repeated lofles 
and mifearriages ; fo now of a ffiddeii, when this trade began 
to anfwer in lome degree, that very power was employed to 
diflrefs it ; and the confequence was, that it made it plainly 
appear, that how difficult foever it might be to raife, yet 
there was nothing eafier than for a ininifter to deftroy, a 
trade by lui ill-jiidgcd and untimely interpofition 

In order to uiidcifland this, which^is indeed one of the PFhfu 
moft material points in the hiftory of the French commerce, tkeircom* 
it is ncceffary to obferve, tha^ fiiicluig gold and fih'cr,bro- Ar- 
cades, and painted cottons, \\cie goods of the qiiickeft fale, 
they ilruck into that branch (•{ trade, by which they were 
very confiderable gainers ; and, that they might cncourageJ^;J||^^''J*^,'^ 
the artifans of their own country, they imported chiefly white 
cottons, and caufed them to be painted .after the JjuHaa liters 

ner in France, by which they had the command of the fiifliions ; itscomiuti, 
and, when people began to be tired with one fort of goods, 
they revived their appetites by introducing another. The 
demand for thefe goods being by this means kept up, and 
continually increafing, the raaiiufaiturers in France fet up a 
general clamour, tliat they were facrificed to ftrangers ; and 
that, if 4-1 flop was not immediately put to the im|7ortation of 
thefe filtes and cottons, they lliould be all llarvcd. Upon* this 
out came an edict, d,ited January 27th, by which this 

branch of commerce tvas prohibited; aiiuk was with very 
great difficulty that the company pfoc*ured leave to fell off 
what they had in their hands, and what miglit arrive by the 
next ftiips ; but, what was moll extraordinary, they were re- 
quired to break all their moulds for printing, without confi- 
dering that this was as much a manufa»?lurc of France as any 
other. As to the brocades, they were allowed fome little in- 
dulgence, which however did but juft keep them from fiuk- 
inn; with the afllftance of fomc other favouis.'wl/ich the 
few friends they had yet left at court, not wlilmut much 
lolicitation, olftained. By this inilance the reailcr nid> jee 

Hifloire de la Compagnic dcs Indes, p 7 5. 
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how little fafety there is for trade under an arbitrary govern- 
ment, where all things depend at bell upon the undcrllanding 
of a minifter, which is a very precarious tenure, and very 
often upon his caprice, or the influence that he is under ; 
which is the moll dreadful lituation people can be in who 
have any property at all ^ (M). 

These, 

y Ilifloire des Indes Oricntalcs tom. iii. p. 165, 166* 167, 
168. 

(M) It would be tedious to Colheft^ and was the true rcafon 
enter into an exart detail of all why he at the fame time eretted 
the expedients propofed from a IVeJl India company, and la- 
time to time by the company, boured fomc other ellablilh- 
and cither accepted or rejerted ments, from a well-grounded 
by the minifter; the contrivances judgment, that, without a pro- 
praftifed by the mercl^nts and per circulation, Vin^aft India 
retail dealers, to make ad van* company could not be Lencfi- 
tage of the company's diilrefs, cial to the kingdom. Tie had 
and to conftrain them to take • juft and cxtenfivc notions of 
back goods at a high price, trade; and whereas his fuccef- 
whichhad been in reality fold fors had rccourfe to expedients, 
^them at a lower ; and the trou- he had always remedies in view ; 
ble they had to procure, by long fo that if this affair liad hap- 
and expenfive folicitations. fuch pened in his time, we may fairly 
temporary alleviations as kept prefume that he would have 
them from totally finking. All conciliated all the difpuces be- 
thefe things ought to have been tween the company, the mer- 
previonfly conffdered, and fuch chants, and manufartiirers ; and 
exceptions made in their privi- have procured fatisfaftion to 
leges as might have prevented all, by providing a proper vent 
thefe difputes ; for, to crert an for their refpertive goods, which 
Eajl India company with full was the only effertual method 
powsrs, and give the llrongeft that could have bcem put in 
allurances that thofe conditions prartice(34). For want of this 
ihould never be vicliaicd, and yet the Eajl India company was 
prohibit their importing the hated, cramped in her com- 
nioll Icilcablc goods they could merce abroad, and diff relied 
in^'Oit, was not only inconfift- cver> -where; which fufficiently 
ent wi:li the honour of the Ihevvs how clangcious a thing it 
CKiwn, but deffrurtivc of that ii to confide in the promifes 
principle of feciirity upon which made by the minifters of an ab- 
ail rational hope of feeing cbm- folutc prince ; which thofe who 
merce floui'iffi is founded (33). make them may be often tempt- 
TJierc is no doubt that this in- ed, fometimes forced, tu break, 
coiivenicncewasforefeen byMr, and which will be feldd,m 

H:fleire de h Compa^ntt del Indtt^ tern, iii. p. 77, 78, 79, (34) He 

Mvantagtt 0/ the Baft India 'IrnJteen^dtnd, f, 59, 

thought^ 
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These, however, were but the beginning of their misfor- From 
tunes ; the farmers of the public revenue, who have gene- •wbichtb^ 
rally fpeaking the ears of minifters more at their command >*5^ 
than other people, infinuated, that their great idol the reve- ond 
nue was prejudiced by the privileges and immunities granted 
to the Eaft India company ; to which tho* their patrons readily 
liftened, yet they knew not well how to proceed ; for, to 
have gone roundly to work, and aboliflied thefe, would have ^ 
been fivrh an apparent infradfion of the original ediff, as 
would have been too glaring even in that country. But the 
fanners general* foon got the better of this fcruplc, by (hew- 
ing, that it was eafy to enervate laws without repealing them; 
and furnilhed them with fuch a variety of expedients for this 
piirpofc, that though the company loft the benefit of their 
immunities, yet they were not taken away. I’he next ftep 
.was, the forbidding the file of piece goods to foreigners, 
upon a fupj^ofitioii that, if they could npt buy Indian manu- 
factures fro'ii the French company, they miift purclufc thole 
of France ; but, as they could not be forced to this, they 
bought none at all ; and, as tfie company loft her profit, fo 
the nation loft the whole produce of this branch of trade, 
and were much the gicatcft fulferers of the two. Then a 
high duty was laid upon raw filk, of which the company iin- * 
ported about feven thoufand weight a year ; and, though this 
produced agieat deal, yet that could not prevent an abfolute 
prohibition, undei colour that this was prejudicial to the filk 
of France, though in faCl the greateft part of it was bought 
by foreigners for ready money ; and thus, by miftaking public 
rpirit, thofe who were then in power were continually un- 
doing all that Mr, Colhert had been labouring to do ; and 
therclbrc we need not at all wonder, that, after a flioi t gleam 
of profpvjjity, the affairs of the French Ea/i India comp^my 
wore very quickly a more gloomy afpeft than ever, notwith- 
ftanding all the pains taken by the intclligdht perfons in the 
diix'Clioa to fet thefe points in a cltar 4 ight ^ (N). 

The 

^ Hilloire de la Compagnie des Indcs, p. 81, 82, 83. 

thonght, and never can be made ment, fo it will be continually 
binding upon their fucceflbrs. cxpofed to ruin from the fame 
In fuch countries, therefore, as quarter (3^}. 
trade can never be raifed but by (N) There are very few coun- 
the interpofition of the govern- ‘ tries in Europe where the public 

(35} Eiftoiredti InJa OrUntakif tm, iui p. 179, 180, 18 1» 
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^he great The war that broke out in 1 691, as it deeply afFefted the 
Jiftrefs of whole commerce of France^ fo it was particularly fatal to that 
f&e compa- of their Ee^ India company, which was already in fo indif- 
njfs af- ferent a condition as to be fcarce able to fupport ttfelf under 
which itfufferedat home, without the addition 
aU**tbe ^ attacks from abroad ; and thofe by powers fo inii- 
hdps that Superior in force, as to be able to complete, almoft as 
bad been formed, the defign of its deftruftion. They 

given loft, as the reader will fee hereafter, the only place of conle- 

tbtm. quence they had in the Ea/l Indies^ which .they recovered 

again by the peace of Ryfwick ; but their affiirs were then in 

revenue is raifed in a manner of which new difficulties were 
more fevere with refpeft to the gradually put upon tliofe who 
people, more inconvenient with had otherwife but too many dif- 
xegard to commerce, or more Acuities to llruggle with, and 
cxpenfive as to the crown, than whofe demands were rejetted 
in France, where thofe who farm when they were ever fo leafon- 
the public revenue, their fub/li- able (36). Inftances make th. ie 
tutes and under- ofticcrs, acquires matters bell underftood, and 
prodigious fortunes by methods therefore we iliall produce one : 
moll mifehievous to fociety. The Eaji huha company had 
, While the Eaji India company three thoufand weight of coffee 
had but little trade; and while in their warchoufes, for which 
Mr. Colbert, and his Ion the they had aftually paid duty ; 
Marquis lived, thefc and they defired the liberty of 

cormorants could not prey upon being allowed to fliip one third 
that body ; for thofe niinitters part of this for Holland, where 
not only underllood, but loved there was a demand for coffee, 
trade, or rather they loved it and to be allowed to replace it 
becaufe they underllood it. But dut} -free out of their next car- 
when thefe great men were go ; which, tho’ in itfclf highly 
dead, and the impuitations of rcafonablc, was refufed, becaufe 
the* company for a few years the farmers were changed, and 
became pretty confiderable, thefe therefore it was faid that thofe 
ravenous people grew v^^ry im- who were now intitled to the 
patient, and were pctjwually duties ought not to be preju- 
rcazing the minillry about the diced by a tranfadlion in the 
injuries done to the revenue, time of their predccelTors (37) ; 
The minitlers, whofe inllruments and though this might be good 
they were, who had them in exchequer logic, yet it was Anjh 
continual ufe, and who could a folecifm in refpcdl to com- 
fupply no public ncceffitics with- mcrce, that we need not wonder 
out them, liftened, and indeed the direttors of the Eaft India 
could not help liflening, to their company thought theif proprie- 
reprefentations; inconrequence tors hardly treated. * 


(^6) Utfiet'e de la Cimpagnte iei lnd:i, tom. iii. p. iqS, 2qg, (37) Memt're 
Jar ie Comnerce da Ca£t\ dt-pnu 1692 jujju'a ptejent, p. 75, 
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fo miferable a condition, that, though the dire£);ors refolved 
to make their utinoll eiforts to refume their trade as a com- 
pany, yet they found that it would be fo long before they 
would be in any condition to bring about wliat they defircd, 
that they very willingly accepted, in the mean time, a propo- 
fal for carrying on the trade to Chuia by a private perfoa, un- 
der the authority of the company * (O). 

This 

• 

» Geographic Moderne, par Abraham du Bois, pag. 646. 

Iliiloire des Indes Oricntaics, tom. iii« p. 182, 1S3. 

(O) The reader will be cer- of money at their Tales, which 
<ainly furp! ifed at various incon- might have given them an op- 
lillencics that arc vifiblc enough pornmity of retrieving things, 
in the text ; fuch as, that the if the proprietors could have 
company Ihoi^d have fervants been perfuaded to have patience; 
in the hJtfff with fadiories, but the fight of fo much money 
forts, and garrifons, and yet cxcitedadefirc of receiving di- 
carry on little or no trade : that vidends which, not to call it 
they fhould be continually ap- unflill while they wci in oebt, 
plying to the court for new fa- was at leaft very inconvenient, 
vonrs when the old. had produced However, in 1687 and in 1691 
fo little eflbdl , and tiut, in the they made dividends to the 
CGurle of 10 many ailemljlies of amount of thirty per Cv.nt which 
the propiK'tOfs, the true origin pit it out of rhcir power to fend 
of all thefe evils Ihould not Dc proper cargoes to the Indies, 
traced out. l^ut, to fpeak im- where their feivants had bor- 
partially, though there might rowed large fums, and bought: 
be, and very probably was, vail quantities of go 'ds upon 
caufe for fome blame, yet both credit (38). Thedircflors were 
thedirsclors at home, and'thofe forced to make ufc of the fame 
inirullcd with the comp.any's methods at home, the propric- 
ail’airs abroad, rather deferved tor', who were fo ready for die 
pity. The iflajor part of the vidends, being very backward 
time their ellabliHinient fv.b- in paying callsj* Add to all 
filled, the crown of France waa this, that the niagivfitence with 
engaged in wars prejudicial to which the company let out, and 
the commerce of her fubjecls in which it was judged ine.xpcdienc 
general, and more efpeciaJly dc- for her to let fall, abforbed very 
firudive to tliofe w.ho were em- large funis. Grievous difap- 
barked in .his undcptak'ng. In pointments, debts at a large in- 
thofe fiiort interval of peace, terefi, and bad oeconomy kept 
which gave them time to look on to prevent a fufpicion of 
about them, they wtfie certainly worfe, are piinciplcs fo natu- 
not idle ; and their fervants rally productive of declenfion 
made iftem very large returns, and dellruAion, that the reader 
V'hich brought in iinmciife funis can no longer wonder the French 

/h/s"/’!; de In CQmpag*.ie des bdesj p, 84. 



92 Conquejis^ Settlements^ and Difcoveries^ of B. XIV. 

J ttiw This was efFcfled by granting a licence, which was like- 
C hina wife confirmed by the crown, to one Mr. Jourdarij a rich 

company merchant, who fitted out a very large (hip, called the Atnfhi^ 

anfis out for that voyage, which fiiilcd in March 1698, and re- 

ranteTb France on the third of Augttji 1 700, very 

^thheoM’ The fuccefs of this voyage encouraged the 

fany to a nierchant before-mentioned, and thofe who were concerned 
primate fit out the fame fhip again ; and this they ac- 

merchant, cordingly did in the following fpring, and fhe retiyned in the 
month of September 1 703 with as great profit as from her 
former voyage, though flic narrowly mifled being ftiipwrccked, 
falling down the river of Canton^ at her return ^ (P). The 

fuccefs 

^ Hilloire du la Compagnie des Indcs, p. 93. 

Eajl India company was reduced doubtful whether they had any 
to great extremity ; but will be regular eftablilhn^ent, or only a 
rather amazed that ihc was ftill bare licence from the crown ; 
able to creep on, when nothing however, the fucceOi was fo in- 
came in for the prefent to their different, that the Hrll voyage 
dircflors, and had no better fli!nd they made was likewife the laft 
fortheir future expedations than (41). The fecond company 
flatterii^ hopes (39). was credled by virtue of a li- 

(P) The hiilortans, who have cence from, or rather treaty 
made the French commerce the with, the Eafi India company, 
objed of their care, mentiqpi bearing date Janir/rry 4th, 1 69H, 
feveral companies for carrying fupported by an arret of council 
on the trade of Chi na^ and with dated the 2 2d of the fame month , 
thefe companies ii is requifite and produced thofe two voyages 
that the reader Ihould not be al- mentioned in the tcv ^42). In 
together unacquainted. The firft confequence of thefe, letters 
of thefe was formed in 1 660, patents were granted to the pro- 
chiefly through the care of Mr. prietors, dated in the month of 
FermeneUz. very rich merchant ORober 1705, by which they 
ut Rouen^ who affociated with were incorporated under the ti- 
him feveral gprfons of great tie of The Royal Company of 
rank, upon principles chiefly Chinas with the confent of the 
of piety, as their greal'view was, Eaji India company (43). Their 
to carry over certain prelates, privileges determining at the 
whom the pope had appointed fame time with thofe of this 
^ to preach the gofpel in thofe company ; and, in confequence 
countries (40). The fund of of this, two or three fbips re- 
this company was one hundred turned into France in the fpace 
and forty thoufand livres, of Of eight ye^rs; but, as their 
which forty thoufand were ad- cargoes confifted cf^iefly of filk, 
vanced by Mr. Fermenel. It is they found a prohibition iji their 

(39) mfttire its laiei Orientalei, tom. iii. p. 193, 194. (4o^ Hiftoire de la 

Compagnie del Indtt,p.%^. (41) Hiftoire det IndesOrientakt, f«nt. lii, 

p. 151.' (41) Hiftoire delaCampagnte del Indttf p. 93. (43) Titrot 

eoncereant k Commerce d* la Cbine^ p. 38 , 
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fuccefs of thefe voyages, one would have thought, might 
have cltabliftied this new company ; but the general war in 
which Frajice was then engaged againll mod of the princes of 
Europe rendered it imprafticable; and thus the aftual powers 
of the company lay dormant again, though ftie was ftill pof- 
fefled of its rights, which extended to the coafts of China, 

Tonquin, Cochin-China, and the ides adjacent ; or, to put it in 
other words, which perhaps may raife more fuitable ideas in 
the reader’s mind, the reft of the fubjefts of France were ex- 
cluded ffom trading to thefe places, in favour of a company 
that never had been in a condition to trade to feveral of them, 
in all the time which ftie had fubfifted c. 

While the China commerce was thus lett out, as it were, Tht rxert 
»n farm, the dire^iors exerted themfcives as far as they were thtm/rhes 
able, in hopes of reftoring their affairs in the Indies, or at to the ut- 
Icaft doing fomething towards it; but, finding that abfoJutcly 
fnrpalTed tli^^ir abilities, they were forced to apply themfelves 
to the court in the beginning of 1701 ; and to confefs, that^"!''® 
they were again under fuch difficulties, that, without his Ma- 
jefty’s gracious alfirtancc, their Wade and ettablifhments muft^JI^^^ 
be let fall I^wis the fourteenth, who retained the maxims 
which Mr. Collurt had fo often impicfTed upon his mind, lent hottom, 
them eight hundred and fifty thoufimd livres, upon condition • 
that the direftors advanced Ciich foi ty thoufand livres, and 
the proprietors filty per cent, upon their refpeilive capitals. 

With this condition the dire^ltirs complied ; but the proprie- 
tors, or, as they arc called in Frame, the affionifts, abfolutely 
refiifeJ it ; which occafioned a warm and tedious difpute, 
wliich was not ended till the year 1704, when the court de- 
cided by an arret, that the proprietors fhould receive the pio- 
fits, and be liable to the debts, of the company, in propor- 

® niHowc des Indrs Orientales, tom. iii. p. 193, 194. ** l 3 ic- 
tionairc dc Commerce, tom. ii. col. 1019. ^ 

way, which dirgnfted the per- was to Continue fifty years from 
foils intcrcllcd in this company the month of March 1715. They 
fo far, that they declined con- fent two fliips to China, one of 
tinuing this commerce (44). A which returned to Ofiend in 
third O'ina company was, how- 1718, as the other did the fame 
ever, fet up, by letters patents year to Genoa, However, in 
dated 19, 1713, which 1719, this, with many other 

was altogether independent of companies, was finally abfotbed 
the Ea^ India company, and in that of die hJhes (45). 

(44) Hifroire de /^emfiagiiie dti ['.dti f (4-) LiSujtjirt ife 

Cmmeret, tom. 11. »/. 10S4., laSj. • 

tioa 
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don to their refp^ive interctts in its capital : that a general 
/late of their aUkirs /hould be immediatdy laid before them ; 
and that the/ ihould be allowed to chufe a committee of iive 
out of their own body, without whole confent, or at leaft 
without the confent of the majority of them, the direftors 
fliould be rellrainal from borrowing *. It does not appear 
that this had any good effeft ; for in 1 708 they became in a 
manner abfolute bankrapts ; fo that the king, by an an-et, 
Aayed all profecations at law againft them for debt : and, that 
the trade to the Indies might not intircly ceafe, granted his 
permidion for the company to enter into a treaty to leaie out 
their privileges, upon the beft terms they could, to any piivate 
perfons who fliould be inclined to contract with them ^ (Q_). 
JBut, find- Ijj purfuance of this feheme, and the concclfion befbre- 
iug that mentioned, they granted leave to Mi . Croiznt to fit out two 
tmpraeit- of company. Upon condition 

cowl^to fifteen ^cr cent, upon all the goods im- 

^tbUruier under this privilege, and two f>cr cent, upon all the 

method qJ P^iMs they fhould make beyond the line ; with a farther rc- 
rantiag fei vation, that the company might be at liberty to bring home, 
licences, on board his (hips, ten ton of whatever commtiditics they 
plcafed, without paying freight. It is reafonablc to believe, 

, that they found from this expedient fome relief, which iiuliiccd 
them to extend their projefl ; and, for the prefervation of 
. their fervants in the Indies, who by this time were above ten 

* Hiftoire de la Compagnic des Indes, p. 8 ^. ^ Hifloire 

des Indcs Orientales, parGvvoN, tom. iii. p. i8g. 

(Q) The pretence for obtain* leifore f6 confider what next 
ing this cdidl was, the appoint* was to be done. All tliefe ex- 
Aient of a general alTcnibly of pedients, though at firil fight 
th,“ proprietors on the firft of they appear to bf* marks of 
January 1 709, in which it was bounty and favour in the admi- 
prefumed fome if.ethod might be nillration, yet in reality arc fo 
fallen upon to retrieve, .their af- many Jnllanccs that commerce 
fairs j and this made v^.iy for is not natuial to this country; 
the licences, as well as for an- and ihnt, where fo much care is 
other expedient, founded on the neceflary to defend it from ruin, 
favour of the crown, which per- it can hardly ever thrive as ia 
mitted the company for once othei countries, where thepeo- 
fuch an importation of piece pie have a natural turn thereto, 
goods as might enable them to and enjoy the blefling of a mild* 
pacify the moll; clamorous of er conlUtution (46). * 
their creditors, and gain diem 

^46^' Jlifiotre dts Indes Orient fkt, tom, iii. p. 193, X94, 195. 


millions 



C. pr tU French in the £aft Indies.' 

millions in debt, they facrificcd thcmlelvcs ®. For, in the 
year 171 2, they entered into a treaty with fame private trado-s 
at si. Mato^Sy by which they yielded up to them all their pri- 
vileges as a company, upon the beA terms they could obtain ; 
and this with a view to fiipply fuch as were employed by 
them in the Indies with fums Tuflicient to keep under the in- 
terell of their debts, and thereby prevent ail things trom fall- 
ing into confufion A mifcrablc fituation this, and yet the 
company found themfelvcs unable to undertake any tiling upon 
their ovfu bottom ; fo that on the expiration of their own pri- 
vileges, by the elapfing of their term about the time of the 
king’s death, they warmly foliciwd a renewal of them, not 
IVoin any hopes of reviving their trade, but purely with an 
intention to renew their agreement with the mei chants of 
St. Malu*Sy that they might gain fo much as might preferve 
their fettlcments, and not fuiTer fuch as they had employed to 
be utterly undone in tlieir fei vii.e ' (R). This naiuially leads 
us to the TndieSy \t here we /hall refumc the hiAory of the 

French 


B Diflionaire de Commerce, tom. ii. col. 10^9. ** Iliiloirc 

dcs Indcs Onentales, tom iii. p. 193, 194. * Hidoiie de 

la Couipagnie dcs Indcs, p. 87 


(R) It is noteafy to conceive 
how theferucicluiitkof St.Mnlo 
could carry on tiieir conuuerce 
to the F.alt huu s with .my con- 
iiderabie profit, if we reflect qn 
the ni.my inconvenicncics to 
which they were expofed ; for, 
beiiJes the h rd ngrccmentniade 
with the company, they labour- 
ed undur a variety of rcllriclions. 
To »nent'?iii only a fe 
fubjcila of the Mogul iiKulc no 
diilniCiion between tJieni and the 
Eaj} hiJia company, the debts of 
which were fo large, that thcl'c 
priv.atc tiaders duill not fend 
any fhips to Sto ats for fear of 
having their elicit', fcized ; they 
were likewife precluded fiom 
fending any velieK to Chinay on 
the icorc of the new company 
erected for carrying on that 
commerce; and, in confcqucnce 


of the treaty of Utrechty they 
were prohibited from fending 
any finps into the South Scaj ; 
which was one great point they 
had in view, and might ceitain- 
ly be confidercd as capable of 
turning more to their advantage 
th<in all the other powers that 
were left them (47). But it 
feems that all thefe, and tiviny 
other difaciva.ntages, were ba- 
lanced by this favourable cir- 
cunillagce, that private mcr-^ 
chants only wcie concerned in 
this commerce, and managed 
their own money and their own 
affairs as they thought fit ; lo 
that they could go on with more 
vigour and Icis expence, make 
whatever ch.ingeb they thought 
coiivcnienr, and reap all the be- 
nefits of the company's privi- 
leges, w'ithout being ful'jectsd 


C-M) I* Cen/mgn.e Jes InU:, t. 
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French aifairs, from the mifcarriage of their deiign upon the 
ifland of Ceylon, down to the fame period we arrived at in the 
hiAory of the compsiny, that is, to the determination of the 
fifty years granted by the original ediff of creation, and with- 
out which previous detail what ive arc now about to relate 
would have been extremely embarrafled and perplexed, if not 
abfolutcly dark and unintelligible. 


S E C T. IV. 

Hifiory of the Company* s Concerns in the Indies ; Man- 
ntr in which they acquired the Town' and For tr e/s 
of Pondichery. Defcription of that Place^ and 
every thing belonging to it ; Pains taken to preferve 
and fortify it. Excellent Behaviour of tbofe intruded 

with the Company* s Jiffairs in the Eafiy hy whom all 
their Pojfejfions are maintained^ and fome^Degree of 
Credit kept up abroad^ though wholly loft at home. 


Ah account 
of ihe com- 
pany s af- 
fair's i a flu 
Indi 
assJ in 
n'.hat 
manner 
they ac- 
cjuired 
Pondi. 
chery. 


I N the very beginning of thd year 1 674 Mclfieurs Baron and 
De la HayCy directors of the French Eaft India company, 
finding ihemfelvts blocked up in the city of' St. Thomas, with 
the fmall remains of that large force wdiich had failed f rom 
France on the expedition againft Ceylon, and fbrefeeing that 
it would be a thing imprafticable for them to hold out long, 
refolved to procuie, if poflible, a fafe retieat ; and, for that 
purpofc, employed Mr. Martin to treat with Chi ream Loudi^ 
governor of the adjacent country for the king of Vifipour^ 
who had fhewed himfclf at all times a friend to tlicir nation, 
for any place that he (hould judge proper to anfwer this nc 
ceflary end Accordingly Mr. Martin repaired to Pondi 
chery, and found no great difficulty in obtaining leave from 
the governor to fix there upon rcafonable terms. The town 
of St. Thomas being furrendered, the two direftors marched 
thither with their fma?l forces, where they continued till the 
beginning of May, and then left Mr. Martin in pollcffion of 


llilloire des IndcsOrientales, tom. iii. p- 213. 

to thofeincumbranceswhichin- ought to be regarded, and for 
cvitably attend on public com. the fake of which the pains 
panics under the influence of a taken in explaining this matter • 
minifter (48). A leflbn that are certainly well bellowed. 

( 48 } Tbit alptars ftm their tut bnng ct'igrd to threw up their eentraff. 

the 
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the pidce, with a garrifon of fixty men, excliifive of thofe on 
board the Vigilante frigate which icmained in the raid ; In- 
trufHng him Jikewife with the money and effefls belonging to 
the company, which were pretty conhdorabic Mi. Martin, 
confidcriiig that this wealth was of no fervice to him, and tJic 
danger to which he might be expofed with fo fmall a garri- 
fon, if it remained in his pofleffion, very wifely lent the greateft 
part of it to his friend Chircam Lcueli, at the inrerclt of one 
and a half cent, per menfeni ; by which lie m.ide Iiim his 
fall friefld, and alfo procured wherewith to fiipport his garri- 
fon without breaking in upon the capital. He then wrote an 
account to the company of his Iftuation ; and that, it they 
had any demand for piece goods, they might be as tonve- 
* niently fnrnilhcd from thence with thofe manutaftuies, to rJie 
amount of two hundred thoufand crowns a year, or more, as 
from any other place upon thecoafl; which was the inoft 
agreeable n^wc at that jiiiufluie he could have font, and fuitccl 
cxaflly with the report they had received from their direJtois 
.It Surat : that, confiilcring how fmall a force they had in 
the Indies, ihcy could not forig an eftablifliment any- where 
more fafely or moie commodioufly than at Pondkkery ; \\ hith 
they were the better able to affirm, as they had taken all pof- 
liblc pains to accjuaiiit thcmfelves with its advantages during * 
the time they lelidcd there (S). 

Ir 


* Diclionaire dc Coinincrco, 
floircdes Indcb Oiioiitales, tom 

(S) I'he reader in.sv poflibly 
think li.it \vc have :idvan«.cd 
in iliL* text invalidated by wlnt 
we find airymeJ, on tlictr own 
knowlej^e, by fomc who have 
miado \ Images thither; who 
coinpl.im, that the climate is 
very indillbient, the foil bar- 
ren, pro’.'ihoi.s Icarce, the fitu- 
aiion on the bind ltdo veiy 1;: 
conveiiiLnt ; .10 the road Jj t-peii, 
w'ithoui defence, and the lauding 
extremely uneafy ; from all 
whkh they conclude, that it is 
’Very diilitfult to lay what the 
nio^vcs were that dcttriiiiiicd 

( 4 ^) JourHil d'unt'iy.igc fiirr o:.x /». 

f. 1 , 2 . 

Mod. Hut. Vol. XI. 


Com.ii. col. y ,0, 791. Ili- 
in. p. 213, 214, 215. 

the fervants of the company to 
make choice of this place (.19). 
Wc have Ihcwn v.hat were their 
motives; they \i.cre in img;c- 
diate want of ti place, ard ties 
was the bell tint could be had. 
If moil of thofe cuiaplaints 
wciewal founded, in iOi;o ; v^e 
iliail find, fiom ilie liibieqeenc 
jccouiit of this foitref>, ultli 
how miuh indullry and fl iil 
competent r».iucdics Inive been 
applied ; but iC muit be always 
remembtred 1:1 wh.tc lituation 
things wcje tthen Mr. Mr.n.’H 
fixed hiiiifclt hc.c, and how ve*/ 

OntN'jJts, fij> .T'. IK t m, J. 

litdc 


G 
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The /oil or It was for thefe reafons that the French Eafi India company 
inherit- direfted Mr. Martin to procure that place for them on the 
ance of beft terms he could ; with which order he complied cxadlly. 
Pondi- This gentleman obtained from the before-ment^ned governor, 
clicry pur. fettle there, a licence to fortify 

vlhA to fecure his people and effefts in the beft manner he 
\ Taoo r accordingly did, and fettled under the pro- 

* ^ * teffion of his faflory a little Indian village of about forty 

houfes, in which thofe who wrought for the company lived 
quietly and happily. Things had not remained long in this 
condition before he found his fmall eftabliftiment threatened 
with total ruin ; for the f.ilnous Seva-Ci, falling, with a vaft 
force, into that part of the country, endeavoured to over- 
whelm him, as a dependent upon hia enemies. However, 
Mr. Martin fupplied by prudence what he wanted in force ; 
and, by a timely application, brought about a treaty, which 
was managed on his iidc by an Indian prince, whole friend- 
(hip he had fccurcd, which ended in a licence from Seva-Gi to 
trade in his dominions, tor which he paid one thoufand fix 
hundred rupees. This was Jn the year 1680 ; and he had 
tlie year before purchafed the territory of the king of Fi/a- 
four, whofe inheritance it was ; fo that now he was tolerably 
fecure, only he was apprehenfive that the fon of Seva-Gi, 
who was become fovereign of the place by right of war, 
might take it amifs if he prefumed to raife a regular fortifi- 
cation withoiu his confent ; which he obtained in 1 689, and 
then put it in a poftiireof defence". 

7 />;j fet- This was a very timely provifton ; for the Dutch began to 
tlment be extremely difturbed at the ftourilliing condition of this 
taken hy a jjttic colony, and oftered very large prefents to the Rajah, in 
f^Merful dominions it lay, in cafe he would difpoffcfs the French, 

fleet and Indian prince, wlio was alfo fon to Seva-Gi, rejefted 

phyidly contempt. He faid, “ the French had fairly 

/M)utcli. ** purchafed thaj- fciricracat, for which they paid a valuable 
“ confidcratioii, and .hut therefore all the money in the world 

" Memolre dans les Archives de la Compagnie des Indes, 
num. 1. 

little it was in his power either fill; and we may certainly aferibe 
to have changed his quarters, or to hi>: orudence, moderation, 
to attempt any gieac matters; and diligence, the preferving'for 
for, n any years after he made the French Eajl India company’ 
his rdidcnce at I'oviiidiry, whrt any place wb over on the »oall 
he did was indeed very wonder- of Curomaadcl (50}. 

(,o) llijuirt dis IrdtsOritKtaUi, tm. lit ?J7. 


“ fliould 
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“ ihould never tempt him to diflodge them. ®” The Dutch, 
however, refolved to carry their point ; and, the war hav ing 
broke out between them and France, thc7 made diipohtions 
for attacking it by force ; which they did in 1693, 
they came before the place with a fqnaJron of nineteen fail, 
landed an army of between two and thiee tlionfand men, 
with a fine train of artillery, and fix mortars, 'to make 
their conqucA the furer, they applied to the new Rajah, who 
was not of the fame temper with the old one ; and, for about 
twent3r thoufand pounds of our money, purchafed the whole 
dillriA. They then invefled and attacked the place ; w hich, 
after a good ’defence, Mr. MaFtin, who was Hill diicdor- 
general for the French Eaft India comi^Tkwy, furrendcred, upon 
very honourable conditions, on the fixth of September 1693, 
as we have already acquainted the reader in a former fec- 
tionp (T). 

This (b*oke, which feemed to put an end to the com* Vjon th 
pany’s authority in thofe parts, proved, in its confcquencas, fijt.tut.on 


* Hiftoire des Indes Oriental's, tom. iii. p. 231, 232. p Me- 
moire dans ks Archives de la Compagnie ties Indcs, uum. t . 


(T) As the preparations for 
attacking this tortrefs could not 
be made without the governor's 
having intelligence of them To 
longbefoie the iiegc began, he 
took the nccefTary precaution of 
fending the women, children, 
and other ufelcfs months, to t)ie 
city of St. Thomas, where they 
were very kindly received, and 
very ciiaritably entertained, by 
the FortMgHf/e ( ^ i ). The town 
was very far from being regu- 
larly fortified; or thegarrifon in 
any degree of propoi tion to the 
torce that formed tlie liege ; for 
which reafon, tho’ the governor 
Mr. Martin had taken care to 
be fnpplied wuh ammunition 
and provifions, as well as to 
throw up fonie new works, yel 
he did not think fit to let things 
come to extremities ; but, hav- 

(51) edijiantes tt emrii'tjf , tom 

C'Mpa'fntt des Indts^f. 7 , . ( 5 j ' 

p. i4<i. 


ing made fuch a defence a^ 
might jullly intitle him to ho-* 
nourable terms, he furrendered 
upon articles that were for thu 
company's benefit, and to his 
own credit (32). The garrifon 
was permitted to march rut 
with all marks of honour ; vef- 
lels were provided to tr.uifport 
them to Batavia, from whence 
they were to be fciit into Eu- 
rope ; and the governor warper - 
luittcdto fend for Ji:s uil'e and 
gra*id-d.iugl«er fiomiV Thomas, 
vvichogtlnbjedingtiieir baggage 
to any fcarch. The govern- 
or’s condiid was I'o well ap- 
proved at home, t'lnt he was 
not only continued in ins former 
employments, but the king was 
alfo pleafed to honour liiin with 
the order of mount Cat mi 


XV. i -2)Htfichede It 

JJiftQtre dcs In Its 0 - tta 'et, tsm.u^ 
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the happicft thing that ever befcl them. For the Dutch were 
no fooncr in poircfiion ol the place, than they raifed new 
walls, erected {'even regular bartioiis, and whatever elfe was 
neccliary to render it one of the completed fortrefles in the 
■ Jtuiies, on account of its excellent fituation, and to keep out 
the Fronh. In ui^m the concluHoii of a geneial 

peace, the place was ledoied to the French ^ who theieby ac- 
qiiiicd the property of PondUhiry^ and all thofe fine new 
fortifications, for lo trilling a fnm as five thonfand pounds, 
which they paid to the Dutch governor upon his delivering 
lip all that he pofiefied ; which probably he wt)uld never 
have done, if he had not been compelled thereto by the or- 
ders of the States Gcueial, who, as they were great gainers 
by that peace in Kuropty would not perplex thcmftlvcs with 
^thedifputes between the two companies 'h As foon as the 
news of this was brought into Fiaiuet the Fuji India com- 
pany received ordeis from the government to piit^tliat plate 
into fucli a condition, as that, in cafe of a fecontl war, they 
might not lofe it as they had done before ; and, to enable 
them to do this, a fqiiadron was lent from Framcy with two 
hundred regular troops for the augmentation of the garrifon, 
feveial able engineers, a valf tenant ity of military llorcs, and 
whatever elfe was requifite to fccurc Pondichcry from any 
futuic attempts of the Dutch, The Sieur Martin was again 
i’lti ufied with the command of the place, which in the fpace 
of four or five jcais he lo changed, as that it was fcarcely to 
be known. He not only completed the fortifications accoid- 
ing to his infli inffions, and alfeinblcd a good garrifon of be- 
tween feveii and eight hniidicd men, but built one hundred 
new ho'des, and laid out a icgular plan for a large town, 
into which, by his own prudence and good management, he 
drew, within the fpace of five years, more than fifty or lixty 
thoiif.'::! iuhalntaiiii- ; fo tlaitin the year 1710 it veas become 
one 01 t'.:e moll con] denble places in the Indies in the hands 
of '\\cFur'jfi\ni ; Wid, if the affairs of the company mKit- 
rrju liad ki ’It pace at ,.ii' with the improvements made by this 
gentleman n the imUcs, tlx Frcmh company, in point of 
tra<Jf\ might vu \ fo* ' have been in fome me ifuie upon a 
level iviih their neighbours the Envjijb aiul DuUh'Y. 

IIow- 


^ Dlftionairc dc Conmicrcc, tom. ii. col. yi";!. ' Ililloire 

dcs I'ldes (y'liviicalcs, com.iii. p. 247. 
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(V) What fchieily attraclcd more efpeciallj' weaver?, d} ers, 
the nalii' b of the countiy, ;.nd painters, and other manufac- 

tuiers 
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However, this was fo far from being the cafe, thiit both Th ttnvn 
this gentleman and fiiccceding governors were obliged to cnhvfeiU 
find means to fiipport themfclvcs ; the factory and town by 
the trade carried on in it, and by theinduftry of the Indians 
fettled there; in which they were fo fortunate, that, fgl 

the company was daily declining, every thing carried the face 
of plenty and profperity there, and none knew or felt any dil- tile inha- 
liculty but the governors and their council, uho vet weie ne- bitanti. 
ver tempted toopprefo the people witli taxc's, or to cndeavmur 
to make their own circiimnauces caficr by laying part ol the 
load upon others. It is true, tbit when the town grew too 
large for the old forlificailon,' it was found ncccir.iiy [o fur- 
round il with a new wall ; but how clear fo^rver that necef- 
lity, and however advantageous for the people, fi^li an im- 
provement might be, yet the governor found it abfohitely 

turers, to at PW/V/'-rv, as the* maintenance of the place, 

was, the freedom as well as pro- depended intircly on the right 
teftion which they enjoyed, and management of thi.. point, they 
the ready falo they had for tlioir •chofe to ad as lectors for all 
goods, ft is true that the P//;'- lliangcrs. that would employ 
Ti/h, Du<ch, and Dan j, had them ; and by thi- mcani. iliev 
forts and fadories at no gre.-it lived upon good teim*. with their • 
diftance, where they wouldha VC neighbours, .'uul at the fame 
been aswelcome, and lived with time kept their fuhjcd.s buiy; 
equal fecurity, but mt upon and, tlio’ their profits were but 
fo eafy terms, or in fuch in- fmall, yet Hill they were fome- 
tirc liberty. We may in fome what, wliith, to peop^e who had 
meafurc afciibe this nuld und fcaicc any othir dtpciuieuLe, 
equitable adminlilrdtion to the w.**' ainatKr of fuch moment, 
temper, experience, and piobi- ilwrwc ni.iv ealily acumiit fioin 
ty, of Mr. Marlin; but wc thence fur thvircxa.-tjullicc, and 
ought likewifc to confid :r, th.!t .all their other good qualities, by 
the F;wf/.-*vcrethe lateH coiners, which tl*evri;coMinienilei! iffem- 
that they were waiter, and felves fo ltnm',.V to the n.itives 
that the. had a grc.at inteiell in of all rebgio.-'^ ' 5 ;) We m.iy 
procuring tlio natives to fettle gucf- » fonv ih ';ice at the coii- 
under their foitrcfs It fc'pienccsof il.ele pnuletit icgu- 

may be wunJervJ how they lations by the rents anounted 
found means to keep the Indians foi to the company fi om 1 6S 5 to 
emp. )ycd, and to keep the ^ I7'f>; whim, notiui!ilL.,mii.iir 
terms of payment with ti.em in ' the intciiupiion fu.ie i-l by ilie 
a pretty toleiable manner, nut- coricpied ol the /J //./!•, amoij,.t 
witlillandingthcfmall arullimc ed to eig’it iuindrcd rhoufind 
they derived from E.nc,v 1 but, livus (5O). 
asf heir own iublillence, .is w ell 

{-!i) p'lv.'f J rniaii-n. ^ .<■) 

Ci.tnrsLst t.'iK. 247 ' . , . , , 

• c; ^ liupi .1. 1 \ .ibii' 
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impnifticablc (o deh-ay the expence without the ailiftance of 
tlic inhabitants. In order to procure this, he adled with 
equal integrity and caution; foe, having firft ordered the 
wall tu be marked our, and part of it to be eie^ed at each 
end, he thereby fhewed his people at once the advantages 
which would be derived from fuch a fortificati9n, and. thp 
expeiKes that would attend it ; fo that when, in ^rdcr to com- 
plete his deHgn, he impofed upon the inhabitants a capitation 
tax of two pence a month, they were fatisfied as to ^he end, 
and the f un riiifed by this ixnpolition ; and therefore, inftcad 
of iiuirmniing or complaining, they paid it with the greateU 
chcarfiiliiel's, and gave the governor hearty thanks for the care 
he had taken of their intcreft*. By this the reader may 
clearly fee, that though the French piide themfclvcs fo much 
at home on ,the grandeur and abfolute power of their king, 
and talk in fo high a fliain of his conquefts, yet they afltft 
quite another language in the Indies ; for they r.duc them- 
felves there upon their jullicc and moderation, their having 
purchaled the fmall territory which they poflefs, theii having 
lived upon good terms with rfieir neigh boms, and their efta- 
blithing fo large a town, and acqniiing fo many ilionf.mJsof 
fiibjefts, purely by the equity and mildnefs of their admini- 
* llration. Thisfaft, which is equally true and llrangc at the 
fame time, plagily denrionftratcs, that common fenic dirc^fs 
all to think the fume way, and that the great difference of 
opinions, and what wc call the temper and dlfpofitioiis of 
nations, arifes pmcly fioin accidents in education and govern- 
ment. Independent of thefe, reafon js cvery-where the flime ; 
which fiicws the icality and certainty of the Jaws of nature, 
to which all men return when the influence of power, and 
other accidental reftraints, arc removed As w^e have Ihewn 
by jvhat courfe of events this fortrefs of Pondichery is become 
the chief feat and capital rell deuce of the Frcnch^aji India 
company, it wiK'bt: ncccflary to give the reader a more parti- 
cular defeription of it., 

J partial- The iovvn, then, of Pondichery'^ is fltuated in thepro- 
vince of Cin^y, on the coaB of Coromandel, in the latitude of 
t:o.t of the degrees north , and in the longitude of one hundred 

devices thirty minutes, that is, feventy-eight degrees eaft 
meridian of Paris, It Hands at flie diftance of one 
hundred yards from the fca-flioie, and has nothing more than 
a road before it, fo that they ai e obliged to carry all their • 

% 

• Diflionaire de Commerce, tom. ii. col. 791^ * Hiftoire 

dcs. inJes Oncntales, tom. ui. p. 147, 24.*!. " V oyage 

cans Jei Jjulcs OrienialLt, par Lc;.i..£r, p, 33. 


goods 
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goods in boats for a full league * (X). The magazines of 
the company, and of private perfons, are both numerous and 

magnificent, 

* Journal d'un Voyage fait aox Indes Orlentales, par Mouf. 
Du C^EsN£, tom. ii. p. 161, 16a. 

(X) The trouble and danger '* made a quay, fmee it would 
in landing is much Infilled upon ** certainly lave all the expcnce 
by fomc of the French writers of thefe chclingues, and put 
of voyages, who differ as to the “ people^ lives and goods out 
name of the boats made ule of **• of danger ; for thefe boats 
for this purpofe, one calling ** are fo very infccure, that two 
them Chelingues (57}. and the “ men are conilantly employed 
other (58). The former ** in throwing out the water 

of thefe writers deferibes them ** with large leather buckets ; 
thus (59) . “ VefTels (fays he) *' there is another at the helm, 
** cannot ^nchor nearer than ** and fix labour at the oars ; 

half a league to the fhore, “ fo that* the wagei of nine 
“ which is very low, neither “ men in each of thefe boats 
is it pofllble for cither fliallop ** would be faved by thg com> 
“ or fmall boat to row with pany’s being at the expcnce 
** fafety nearer than niufkct- of a quay. 'I’hcy fay indeed, 
** fliot ; becaufe the fea breaks ** that all this coalt is a quick- 
** with fo much violence, that “ fand, upon which it is impof- • 
** nothing could favc them if “ fible to lay any foundation.** 
“ they went clofcr. The black One would think this anfwer 
«« people of the country c^me to might have fa'isfied the gentle- 
take fuch as arc dcArous of man ; but he is, notwithlland- 
“ going on fhore, with their ing, very pofitive that a quay 
** baggage or nierchandi/.e, in might be made ; and add-*, he 
** great flat boats, which are would undertake to do it at 
** called chelingues; the fides the ha/aid of his head, flow- 
of which are very high, ever that matter be, thisincon- 
“ Thefe boats are made of thin vcnience appears to be a coni- 
** planks*not nailed, but barely inon complaint upon this coafl, 

** fewed together with cords, as the rqade^wiJi fee from what 
** without fo much as bitumen, Mr. Loclyerhas faidoii the fame 
“ tar, rofin, pitch, or oakum ; fubjedfwith rofpcel to the 
** fo that the water comes in on hjh fettlcment at hlad^ afs^ or 
“ all fides, and that to fuch a Fort St. C^or^c {Co): “ Here 
“ degree, that paffengers run *• being a very high fui f, which 
“ i le hazard of bcihg drowned, fometimes breaks a grc-ic way 
and goods being fpoiled, eve- from fhore, our E'-^hjo bo,at8 
“ ry moment. 1 cannot tell are of no ufc for landing or 
** why the company have not ** Ihipping ofi' goodj. J^'or this 

T'?) y^nrnat d'un VoyJge fu/t cux Jndes O’ieitalet, par /If JJu fan:. 'I. 

p. 162. (^B) ^'oynget Jam la InJtt Orhutalei.pjr /.a'/ i’*, p. ig. ( y ..r- 
aal d'un Voyage fait uux InJei Oiirn/a/cif fsr 'Jj, , t i.. p nu* 

( 6 o) of d'C fradr iff It-Jtj, p 11. 

G 4 ** cad. 
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magnificent, as far as any thing of that nature can be fo. 
They June a large and l^caiitifiil market-place, lix fine gates, 
eleven hnlUons for the defence of their \vJIs, a icgvhr citii- 
del Well fortified, upwards of four hundred canno/i upon their 
\vi>rk‘;, bcfidcs a good train of field pieces, bombs, mortars, 
and other military florcs, in their arfenal The governor 
has a very fine hoiile, with convenient oflices, and whatever 
tlfe is requifite for the fervice or credit of the company. On 
the weft fide of the town the company have a' fine garden, 
beautifully laid out into public walks, and whatever Cii'c may 
conti ibute to the fatisfaffioii and plcafitrc of the better fort of 
inhabitants; adjoining to \Vhich garden there is a fine honfe 
richly fiirniflied, made ufe of for the reception of foreign 
princes and ainba/Tadors, who, \vhciie\cr they rcfoi t thither, 
me treated with infinite refpe^f, and all their expeuees tlef rayed 
by the company ; which has been found a wife and ufclul 
contrivance, of much more confeqiicnce to the intereft of (heir 
ctimmerce than the cxpcncc it occafions The other public 
buildings confift of a large convent of thejcfiiits, wheiv they 
have ufually twelve or fifrecn^priefts, who, belidcs oiliciating 
in that charafler, keep fchool, and inftrudl: the cliildrcn ol 
the inhabitants in reading, writing, matltcmatics, and whit- 
ever clle may be of ufe in civil life ; for, as to the Icanied 
languages, they trouble not thcmfelvcs about them, and in- 
dfc'd they would be of little fer\ii.e In this part of rlic woild. 
'I’liere arc, befidcs that of the Jefnits, two other convents, 
blit not fo confiderriblc by any means as the forniei, which ir 
the tale throughout the //idia 

Tut- 


* Hiftoirc des Tndcs Orientale*;, tom iii. p. 253, ^^4. ) Vny- 

gc dans Ics Indcs Oucntalcs, par Lui.cm r, p. ^7, 98, gg. 
jVl».moire dans les Archives dc la Coinpagnie des Indcs, num. 1 . 


end, ihcrcfort tjioy hue 
Mu^o‘ 7 //T{t large liar bottonicd 
I'l ili.ipcd boats, n> titailcdas 
oui'i, but fewed together wich 
C(>yr-twinc, whence they arc 
fo pbable, that the planks 
never Hart witft the moft vio- 
lent /hocks . their hire is fix. 
Fnnhamit or eighteen pence a 
trip ; but the company has 
fev en boat! per Feigoda^ which 
u thirty fix Fanbaidst and is 
i.ioney dearly earned, two or 
rhr.e a da/ being tUe 


“ moft ten fellows can make ; 
“ however, they aremei ry bird ■;, 
howling out an F/u, Fchf, 
“ as chorus to their fongs, at 
“ almoll every ftroke.” 'I’lui 
reader will be liercaftcr in- 
formed in the text, that, fep- 
pofing it po/Tible to remedy this 
inconvenience at PondUherxy it 
is doubtful (at Icaft in her pre- 
fent circumllances) wfiether^thc 
French F.aji India company w ould 
think it expcdtCnt. 

(V) It cannot but be agree* 
able 
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The houfes of the town are as regularly laid out as if it Tie great 
had been all built at once, though it is now near four leagues extent, and 
ill extent. 7'lie Euroftt^ans build with brick ; but the Indians, 

.and other nations, iile only wood, in that manner which we 
call lath and plainer ; for the hitter they have the belt in the ^ ^ ^ 
world, which is compofed of all foits of Ihells ground to 


able to the reader to bo informed 
of a very fingular aft of dcxrc- 
lity b)* which the Jefiiits pre- 
fer ved this noble convent of 
theirs at the *11100 Po,tdicher^ 
was taken, by Dutch, though 
they very well knew, that, hy 
faving this cdifiqe, the place mull 
be loll f/>i ). 'rhe church ot the 
Jefuits was feated on an emi- 
nence that overlooked the cita- 
del ; and It was therefore calily 
forclecn, tliat, vhen once the 
enemy liccaiuc m.uUi> of thl^ 
place, PsuJ.c'.uy mull foon 
faM Into tlicir hands*. 'I’he 
gove.i.or polled as mu’w men 
as he could fparc on tins im- 
poi tant fpot for its defence, and 
likcvvilc dirccled the church to 
be undermined, that, if the 
Dutch became mailers of it, it 
might tui 11 little to their advan- 
tare, and nothing to his detri- 
ment. 'I’he place, as he fore- 
faw, wa-s veiy foon att-uked ; 
the oliiccrisho commanded, and 
moll ol the men that were there, 
killed in Rs defence, aftei wh ch 
the Dutih prclently took pollwf- 
fion. 7 he buiinels then w:is 
to ipring the nune ; but, to the 
amazement of the governor, the 
povtder would net take fire. 
7 he fo Idler who was lent on 
tills fervice apphed liie match 
over and over to no purpoie ; 
and at Icng'h threw a linall 
f]uar)tity of dry powder he 
had wiclt him upon the train. 


which fcorched his face and his 
hands when fred, but without 
producing any other elFeft j the 
powder being fo thoroughly 
mixed with oil, that it was im- 
poflible it llioiild take. 7 ’he fuc- 
cefsofthis contrivance to favethe 
church obliged the governor to 
furrender. 7 hc fufpicion fell 
ilrong upon the Jefuits, and it 
was foon reduced to a certainty ; 
for the very perfon they em- 
ployed, and who lied for /ear of 
difeovery, returned after the 
Dutch became mailers of Poiuh- 
chcry, a.nd had rellorcd this 
church, at the reqncll of the 
Revereiui Father Tachnrd, to its * 
original owners ; by which the 
whole fccret came out. The 
fame reverend perfon, returning 
foon after to Ficnce, acquainted 
thenuniflry witii the whole af- 
fair, magnifying the detriment 
the public had fuilained from 
the method taken to favc tliis 
building ; but at the fame time 
he was plcafcd to give the*cre- 
dit of this contrivance to the 
(lapucht’is, whofe church he af- 
firmed it CO be; but unluckily 
the fuperior of that order re- 
turned likcwil'e, and fet the 
whole affair in its true light, .i-. 
we arc informed by an author 
whofc veracity is above lufpi- 
cion, and who has been a con- 
fefibr, and alnfiofl a martyr, to 
the ai Cs of thefe exquifite politi- 
cians. 


(til) Jtf'tpur •it/'rtfir ui ns dcs par F. Nt>rbert,toiaA\, 

p. 

ppwder^ 
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thnumber powder, and wrought up into a kind of paAe, which, when 
•fhwfts expofcd for fome time to the air, becomes altogether as white, 
andps^^li. jqJ almoft as hard, as (lone. Thefe houfes are one llory 
only, and are ufually eight yards in front, and fix in depth ; 
and yet fifteen or twenty people live in tliem. They are but 
very indifferently lighted, fo that it is not eafy to conceive 
how they are able to difpatch their bufinefs in them. Their 
roofs arc all flat, for the conveniency of lying upon them, 
which they do almofl naked, agreeable to the cuflom of the 
country ; for PcnTtchcry, lying in the torrid zone, is csftremely 
hot, though the climate is^ found by experience very whol- 
fomc. One thing is very fingiilar ; and this is, that it never 
rains, except feven or eight days, at the moft, towai*ds the 
end of 0 £lober, which fidls out conftantly and regularly, and 
is therefore the more extraordinary The native Indians, 
or, as they are called here, Gentiles, or Gentoos, are moft of 
them weavers or painters ; and, though the befit workman 
cannot earn above two pence a day, yet upon this he is able 
to fubfift himfclf, his wife, and his children, their principal 
food being rice boiled in wattv;, or wrought up into a pafte, 
and baked upon the coals. The adjacent country h extremely 
well cultivated, and produces rice in abundance ; fo that there 
‘ is hardly a place in the Indies of greater plenty, or where 
they have flclli, filh, and fowl, on more reafonabic terms ; 
and this not with ftanding they have no other water than what 
is derived to them from the overflowing of the Coir am, and 
other great rivers, which they preferve in lakes or ponds, and 
draw it for life through their plantations in artificUl canals, 
after the fame manner as in Egypt (Z). 

Thc 

■^Lettres edifiantes, tom. xv. p. 19. Hidoire dcs Tndcs Orieti - 
talcs, tom. iii. p. 250. ^ Mcmoircs dans les Arvinves de U 

Compagnie des num. 1 . 

(Z) The reader ha'% feen, there is aftually a river that runs 
that, when Ponhehery was Jirll through the town ; and, though 
in pofleifion of the great the adjacent country be natu- 

complaints were made of its rally barren and Tandy, yet, 
wanting a1 moft all the conveni> through the induftry of the na- 
encies of life, and even thofe tives, allifted by the (kill of Eu- 
two great neceflarics bread and rofmn engineers, water is fo co- 
water (62). However, thefe pioufty and equally diftributed, . 
complaints were a little louder that they raife vaft quantities of 
than they need have been, fince rice, great plenty of falladfng, 

( 62 ) ytUrnaliPun Vtyagt fait aux Uda OnentaJetj par Du QufJ"-* "• 

p, 152— x6j. 

3 . :^bandance 
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■ The governor, who is alfo dirc^or-general for the.com- Magnify 
pany, as he is lodged in a fine palace, fo, on all public occa- egnee «/ 
lions, he makes a figure fuitable* thereto in every refpe^t. He g^ver- 
has twelve horfe guards cloathed in fcarlet -laced with gold, ”oro»par~ 
aud an officer, who has the title of captain, commands them. 

He has alfo a foot guard of three hundred men, natives of the 
country, called Peons ; and, when he appears in public, he 
is carried in a palankin, very richly j^orned with gold fringe. 

Hut all this pomp and Hate is difplayed only on proper and commerce 
particular occafions, upon the receiving of princes or ambaf- is carried 
Jadors ; at other times liis guards arc employed in the necef- on from 
fary fervice of the company, and earn to the full the wages 
they are paid ; for there are very few fettlements better 
laicd than this, which the reader will more cafily believe when 
he is told,^ that, according to the laft account taken of the 
inhabitants of this place, there appear to be in it no lefs than 
one hiiiidrcd and twenty thoufand Chriflians, Mohammedans, 
and Gentiles ; a thing altogether incredible, if the faft was 
not fiipported by teffimonies not to be difputcd. There can- 
not be a place better feated for^rade than Pondichery, being 
in the miiifl of tl;c European fettlements on the coall of Co^ 
roniandel, and ha\ ing all the bay of Bengal open before them ; 
fo that the company’s magazines are full of all the commodi- * 
ties and mannf allures not only of the coaft of Coromandel, 
but of other parts of the Indies, as Bengal, Surat, and the 
coafl of Malabar, as alfo of fuch as arc imported from Per” 


abundance of Indian fruits and 
European vines are cultivated 
there with fuch fuccefs, that 
they bear twice a year; aud, 
though it mull be allowed that 
the fruit does not come to fuch 
full perfcclion as to admit of 
making wine, yet the grapes, 
have a good talle, and are very 
wliolfume and refrulhing (63). 
'['he large account which we 
have given in the text is ex> 
tra6ti.‘(i from a memorial fentjo 
the French Eajl India company, 
which is allowed to be very 
exact by thofe who have vifited 
that fortiefs lately (64). Wc 
• 


mull alfocopfider, that different 
countries and climates demand 
quite a different manner of liv- 
ing ; and it is in furnilhing 
what is necelTary and convenient 
for that way of life which 'beft 
fuits thefe, ^at plenty really 
confiils; for to expe£l what 
would tc fo in Europe upon the 
coafl of Coromandel, is nbfurd 
and unnatural, and therefore 
thofe who vifit fuch places, in a 
voyage to the Indies, ftay there 
but a little time, and arc unac- 
quainted with the manners and 
cufloms of the place, are by no 
means proper judges (65). 


(6;) If.ftoiret*ei Ji;dti OniKtalex,tom. lii. p. *51, 252. (64) Voyage dsns 

IndetOrieHiaUifpar Lnllur, &t.. (6^) *17)8 reedtr wiF.dtIeern tbe 

ttuib uf tint by tQmpering’'bv)ks of tbit kind witb each ttber. 
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yfrt,and the coafls of ilie Rt'd Sea ; and here Jikewife arc their 
warchoufes for all foits of Eurcjican commodities, which are 
conveniently tranfpoitcd fiom thence, as occaHons require, to 
the fevcral markets in the Indies 'Fhc ftaple trade, how’- 
cver, of the place, is efteemed to be piece goods, ot which 
the finellare made in the neighboniing kingdom of Cokonda^ 
and the beft painted here ; they likewife have great quanti- 
ties of filk raw and manufartured, gold and fdver brocades, 
perfumes, fpiecs, and diamonds, in which they ar^faid to 
have made a great progrefs of late, and for w hich it is cer- 
tain they are very convemcntly fituatcd, as bting at a finall 
diifance from the fineft mines in the Indus, ai- 1 by haviiig 
amongft them perfons as well Ikillcd in jev^els as any in the 
world (A). The French Eaji company, thcrcfoie, can 

neither 


* Di^ionaire dc Commerce, tom. ii. col. 750. PSemoire dans 
Ics Archives de la Compagnie des Indes, num. i. 


(A) The iincil diamonds in 
the Indht arc found in tiie king- 
doms of FiJlipQur, Qolconda, and 
Emval, from all which the Frmch 
fettlemcnt of Fovduhny i.s at 
about an equal dillancc, which 
doc? not exceed an hundred 
leagues. The moll common 
method of coming at ihcfe pre- 
cious ilones i.s, by purrliafe from 
the riatives, who bring tlcm 
with great fecrecy to thole la 
whom they have a confidence ; 
but^fcldom, if ever, above one 
Itohe at a time, which they fell 
as dear as they C'4{| '/)6). It is 
f.iidthat great caut. ui is requi- 
litc in dealing with people, 
with whom civility will do 
much, but flattery nothing at 
ail, the Banyan racich.i t elleem- 
ing complailancc a flirewd fjgn 
of infincenty. It is requilite 
to make a hard bargain, and 
not to give a gcod price, in 
hopes of being better ufed an- 

( 66 ) Jiernier,Ta'', eraicr, Lulhf, fi.e. 
iei IndetQ'untalti^ (OS) 

f. 63 . 


Other time; for the will 

deal .always upon the fame foot, 
and, ratherchan fell an hiuopten 
cheaper than ho did before, will 
find another chapman (by). 
Thefc Hone j arc fold for icady 
money, and of the nevvefl coin, 
A fair reputation is the bcil me- 
thod of attracting Indian mer- 
chants, who never deal but with 
thofc whom they ellccin to be 
men of probity. Wc arc told 
that the Jcfuits drive a greater 
trade in jewels than either 
the Englfjh, Frfnchl Dutch, or 
Dnnrs ; and it i^ very pofitively 
aUl’.led, that, ufmg the drefs, 
the language, and the cufloms, 
of the Banyam, they frequently 
travel to the diamond mines 
with them, and make large piir- 
chafcs upon the fpot'68). It 
may feem a litte Arangc how 
thefe reverend fathers get their 
Hones to Europe ; but, with re- 
fpedl to this, wc have a very 

(h"]) Ji-f'i'iifJir.n four It 
i^e lict rtjt I'U.'t L'u.es^ ttm. i. 


fing-dar 



C. 5. ■ French in the Eaft: Indies. 109 

neither be blamed for their choke of this refidence, which^ 
all things confidered, is the littell for them of any in the In- 
dies ; or for the pains iiiitl expcnce they have beflow’cd about 
it, amounting, in the whole, About forty years ago, to about 
eight hundred thouliind livres, or forty thoufand pounds 
llerling. Since they have rendcied it lo Ifrong and fo com- 
modious, that it might eafily diive ten times the trade they 
ever had in tliis part of the world 

On I* dihid vantage it has, and that too very confidcrable, 7'/’^ 
which i^*, the want of a port, for there is, as wc have more 
than once obferved, otily a road before Pondichcry, and that*'^^”" ^ 
none of the bcfT, the flux and reflux of the fea is not above a 
loot or two at the moll, 'the landing very dilhcult and trou-^j[^J 
blefume, lliips not being able to come within a lefs diflancc 
than half a league of the place ; fo that every thing with re- meajure 
fpc^l to lading or unlading mull be performed by boats al- halanceJ. 

Difllouaire de Commerce, tom. ii. col. 61, 62. 


fnignlar flory from .*1 man of 
honour, and of ih' ir own com- 
munion, which will at once in- 
ilrutl and entertain the reader. 
Thefe reverend perfons, con- 
forming to liic mode of the 
country, wear the Pu>fu^vrie 
lliocs, with laigo w« oden Ji'-’ci'. ; 
and it To fell out, tliat a Mc'n , 
whom they h.iil con\.-rted at 
^urat^ in a pious fit of humility, 
was V'jry dcfinnis of cleaning 
thefe holy men’s flioes ; but, be- 
ing approhenlive that tha fa- 
tlu rs would not permit it if he 
liad defiretl*tlicir leave, he with 
great fccrecy took away two 
pair oflhoec; and, retiring to a 
piivutc place, fell to rubbing 
them very ailiduoufly. lie had 
not been long at his labour be- 
fore i.c heard fomething i attic 
in t!i ir heels, which the poor 
fupcrlhtious creature took for an 
evil fpiric ; and roared out fo 
.violently, that the Portugdcje 
came to lee what was the mat- 


ter, tc whom he told his Ifory ; 
upon which this old Chnllian, 
who \v.a.i better ac(p»:iinred with 
the Jefuirs than the 71 /oor, rip- 
ped oh the heel pieces, and took 
cut four neat iron boxes, made 
e.’iatlly in the form of wooden, 
heels, in which were twenty 
roiigii uinmond.sof gieat value. 
The reveremi Withers, being in- 
formed of what had happened, 
app’itd thcmfelvt 5 to the /V- 
tugurfe'j and, partly by threaten- 
ing h'm with the inquifition up- 
on his return to CoUf partljfcby 
good wordj., and a rcafonablc 
prefent in rftidy money, rcco- 
veied tl^cir diamonds ; but the 
^hf-r made fucli a node about 
the iron boxes and flint Itoncs, 
as he took them to be, that .ill 
the tr.idcis of Suntt were let 
into this fecret, and the Jefuits 
in all probability obliged to 
have rccourfe for the future to 
fome new invention (69). 


' "f .utrald fj t au* /v.Vj fj- /;, ' v. f:tr lii. 

i.-i.i-l, I’,. 


'.v.n 
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How thi 
governor, 
garrifon, 
and the 
€ompan/s 
fervants^ 
Jttppot ted 
themfdvci 
in this 
place. 
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xvays, with much trouble, and very often not without danger : 
yet even this lituation, or rather this difid vantage in its litu- 
ation, was- very fcrviccable during the time that the Sicur 
Martin was dircdbor-general there ; ilnce, if the landing had 
not been both difficult and dangerous, the place, no doubt, 
had been taken and demolilhed in the lall general war, during 
the re^ of Leuit XIV. as well as in the Hill, or battered or 
bombarded by the Englifb and Dutch fleets, if that had been 
pr.i6ticable. For we moil put the reader in mind, that, not- 
withftanding we have proceeded in the dcfcription‘of Pon- 
dichery almofl as low as ^ the prefent times,, that uc might 
(hew its augmentations and improvements at one view, yet 
we arc advanced in our hillory no farther tlian the beginning 
of the prefent century, at which time the fovereign council 
of the Indies, as it was called, was fupprefleJ at Surat, be- 
enufe indeed it could fiiblifl there no longer, and thatfwclling 
title conterred on thole who had the dire^ion^of the com- 
pany’s affairs at Pondichery, which was made the feat of the 
direfforor governor-genertd of French company by letters 
patents dated in February 1*701, by wIiIlIi the fa< 5 lories at 
OiigH, Ballezor, Kafumbazar^ Cabripatan, Mafulipatan, and 
Others, in the kingdoms of Bengal and Gohonda, were put 
under its dito^THon, which, though it might feem an aug- 
mentation of honour and power, was in truth a new burden 
upon thofe who had the management of the company’s affiiirs 
for above twenty jears 

In this fpnee of time, as the reader has already feen from 
the hilfory of the company, her affairs were continually de- 
clining from bad to woiTe, fo that it is really matter of amaze- 
ment how the fervants of the company contrived to keep lb 
many places as they did, not only with very little but almoft 
wjthout any allilfance. The cheapnefs of the country, and 
their cntei tabling for the moft part natives in rfieir fervicc, 
was a gieat heip ; to this they joined what little trade they 
carried on to themlb^ccnt ports in the Indies \ they likcwife 
availed rliemlelvcs, in tluir dilfrcfs, by making up caigocs 
for the Engl'Jb Ihipp, who bought witliout fcrnple where tl:ey 
could have thtm chc-,pclf ; tlicnc.imc the pii\ ate tiadcis wiili 
the compaii)s licence, whom they alio fupplied ; but all 
thei'c contrivances could not keep them out of debt, or even 
help them to luni*; fuHicient to keep down their intcreft, and 
thereby preferve I'omc little credit fo ferve them upon emcr.- 
gcndcs ; infomuch that they were pitied by tiie wife^* and 
better fort, and laughed at and conteinned^by the gcae*rality 

c 

* Hilloiredcs hu!c& Oricntalcs, torn. iii. p. i?>i, 1S3, 184. 

of 
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of the reft of the European nations, who faw with no fmall 
fatisfa^Uon how mean a figure the French made in the eaft, 
and with what incxprcffible trouble they kept up factories 
tliat turned to no manner of advantage 

But this, however, is very remarkable, that the company, jfn extra- 
which liad been plundered and abiifed w^hile fhe had funds, orJhiaiy 
and was able to fend fupplles, was nowlervcd with great in- inftance of 
tegrity, and with all imaginable diligence, when there was no prolnty in 
other reward to be hoped for than fair words, and ample ac- ^hoftwho 
knowlcgcmcnts of their honour and fidelity. It is alfo wor- 
thy of notice, .that all this time town of Pondkhery was 
gradually increafmg, and, from four or live hundred inhabit- 
ants, came within that period to have between feveiity and 
eighty thoufand, merely from the niildnefs of the government, 
and the perfonal virtues of the Sicur Francis Martin, the 
founder of this fettlemcnt, and who lived to fee it, and all 
that depcn.kd upon it, in a flourifhing condition, w'hilc him- 
felt and his mafters would have thought it a great felicity to 
have been barely even with the world, and not worth a groat. 

Some cxpe^fations, no doubt, fiicy had upon the peace ; but 
when they found that this ptxKlaced nothing, and that it was 
not altogether certain whether the company had intereft 
enoiigh^to procure a longer term, u c may very reafonably be- * 
lieve that they loft all hopes, and began to apprehend that 
they fliould be abandoned in tiso fame manner that feme of 
the Portugin'le colonies were, when the aftiiirs of that nation 
fell into coiifnlion 

Bu r .IS the feeds of dcftnnftion arc oltcii fown, and take 
deep root, in ,the time of apparent profpeiity, fo penetrating 
people, and thofc who are allowed to be the moft capable judges aJvan- 
of tiunp,sof this nature, have lietn of opinion, that the French ac- 
commeice had never lifted its head again in the Indies bnbfor crued to 
certain adv*!int.igcs which .iccriicd to the company in this time comta 
of her humili.nicin ; for, as they never had^^iy power, from A*"" 

I he time of their fettling at PomiLbery, but what was pro- 7 ^ ' 
duced by their .iddrefs, this hindered that lierccncf'! and 
hauglitinef'^ from appearing which quickly rcndcis the French 
nation fnfpcited, and in pioccfs of time infupportable, in fo- 
reign count lies. By their remaining forfo many years in this 
deprelfed condition, which obliged them to ftudy the tempers 
of different princes, and the dirpofition of various nations, 

.they lealJy acquired a tettltd habit of afTibility, moderation, 
andjtjquity. They fheweJ all poffible lefpcft to the Inditvi 

^ Lockver’s Account of the Trade in Irdi.i, p. ?f7. 2-9. 

*86. « Hilloire Indcs Oricntalcs, toui. iii. p. 247. 
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kings and princes, their neighbours, and to all their great 
otficers who came into tliofe pai ts with forces ; by which they 
obtained the fiicnillhip of all, and very lingular marks of 
clUcm from foine of them They frequently djd good offices 
both to the natives and to the Eurcffi'anSy by which they ac- 
quired the good-will of the former, and Ibftcned the refent- 
intiitof the latter ; wlio, niakiug ufeol them in their taftories, 
as agentb and brokcjs, not only foi bore giving tlieni any dif- 
turbance, but .illb gratilicd them !or thei> feu ices. They pro- 
tefted the people who had fettl^^d under the fortrefs of Pondi^ 
chery, the woiks of whiclvthcy wcjc coutiiuully impioving, 
and kept pai ties confhintly abroad to Icour the roads from 
banditti, marauders, and other pliindercis, with whiLh the 
eountiy was infefted ; and by this means attracted a fober, 
harmlcfs, and indufhious race of people, to fettle in their 
territoiy, where they v.ciefurc of enjo^irg in peace the fiiiits 
of their labour, tlio’ that fcldom rofc hir.her thai».»-a bare fub- 
filknce, with w hich, ho\ve\er, they weie tafy and tf)iuenird 

By this manner of living in the fudia for the Ipacc ol full 
fifty jcai'i. they attained, aiRMhat vei y Jt (luc II} , a fair le- 
putatioii, theit Joitrtfs and their xigiiaiue feeming them fioni 
fuiprilcs or oppicllion, as their ptnerty de!eiu!cd thim from 
envy, and their politenels liom thofe iidiilts to whieh orlier- 
wife that would have tx poled them. Net tlule were but in- 
confidciable hcnciitb in lOmpaiifon of that kn(‘w’Rg,t‘ they at- 
cjviircd of the iniciioi part of the Indies y b\ the laciliiy whM\ 
their inlcicourfc with the ii.iti\cs ga^c them in palling Inmi 
one v.ouit to another ; lo that in tliis fpace of time their- were 
multitudes bred up ainonglt tlicm who Ji.id a inou pRifeit 
acquaintance wliii the inland trallitk, iir. pl.ices lioni whence 
the richell goods came, .:nd whcie the belt maiuif.iduies 
wcjc- made, than could pollibly be obtained by thole wluj ic*- 
lided always in thcii own feltlemciils, and \\hr> haiLrnot eiihcv 
the oppin tupitiw (u the tempiatir/ii lo inulci take ‘any Inch 
new join iiies*'. Jl- ijiis mc.nu^ liivcA^'ile nuiM I'l quality of 
iriiiciaiit mctclian^* and jewtllers round ir.t an-^ to pick up 
fmall fortmir-i; and, Ktuu'ing intr) /wo -./■f on br‘aicl the 
Erif\lijh or Diit,h Ihip , be*, -"e al'.T.' :id-. the i-dlniments of 
that piixate tiade which v.a^ caoi 1 o-i by tlic crMTipany's li- 
cence at St. Miilo's, /iil ili'-'i.. tlii.iigh ciicuinltanccs xery 
little confidered at a time when t'-J it mpauv’s altaiis were Iv) 
low, that they W'cre eonibalncd to Ic L* their pii^vilcges to* 

** Hilloire de Ih Coinpa idc dcs Indas, p IJo. Ifilloir*. dcs 
Indes Onentalcs, tom. i.. p 103. ' .viemunc clans Ics 

Archive, dc ]:i Cos ip.ijj ile dj-j Indcii, nuin. 1. l.e-tties 

cdifiantes, toni.w. 

r.’.x c 
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fave their fcrvants from lining, yet contributed aftervrards 
to the carrying on the afTairs of thdr trade with more ea(e, 
lefs expence, and confequently larger profit, than any other 
nation trading to the Indies ^ (B). 

Before wb part with this fubjeft, it may not be amifs to Ofivhat 
obferve of how great confcquence perfeverance is in a concern confequenu 
of this nature. The Portuguefe came into the Indies with a p^rfive. 
fmall force, which quickly became fuperior to any thing that *“ 

could be oppofed to them ; fo that, ufing the advantages ^ 
that conjpn^liire gave them, they became as it were at once 
lords of the Indies. The Dutch, driven by dcfpair, andhav- 
ing chiefly the fpice trade in view,, fell upon that part of the 
• Portuguefe fettlements where they were weakell ; and the rich 
cargoes which they carried home to a country whcie many 
had money, and many more had none, but were willing to 

1 Iliftoirc des Indes Oricntales, tom. iii. p. 369. 

(B) This humour of travel- military in the courts of eallcrn 
ling from place to place, and princes, which makes them ^nd 
endeavouring to recommend ^eir nation better known to 
themfclves to fuch as are at the many of thefe little potentates 
head ofpublic affairs, where ever than any other. While the 
they come, is very natural to kingdoms of Vifafour, Golnnda, 
the French, and has been alfo and fubfiftcd, there were 
very ufcful to them, notwith- always Fremhmen, or at Icaft 
Handing it has been ridiculed perfons in the Fremh fervice, 
under the notion of levity and that were rcfidcncs in, and had 
vanity by fomc of their neigh- confidcrab’c intcrelh wiih,thofe 
hours. It is in confcquence of courts {70) j and, fmee they have 
this difpofition that they make been fwallowed up by the power 
a greater progrefs, and gain a of the A/a, the French have 
better footing, in almoll all taken rate to ir.ain‘ain the like 
countries where they come, correfpondence with i»is nabobs, 
chan any other nation. It is a and have bcfidcs very afiiduon^iy 
proof of this that fome of the cultivated :i frienufliip with all 
beft deferiptions, and mort .ac- the Indittn raydis, or princes, 
curate accounts, that wre have great ‘and fmall, dependent or 
of the £<?// were written indepanoent of that empire; 
by Frenchmen who went thither which has luinct! h.gidy to ilieir 
in a private capacity, andchiefly advantage, as the leader will 
with a view to make their for- fee in the fcquel oi this chapter, 
tunes. It is from the fame turn and as indeed wc arc continually 
of mind that we find them fo taught by the rid vices we leccive 
ready to embrace fettlements of from thole countries (71). 
any kind, {lolls either civil or 

Tavernier, Jlfriiitr, Carr/,' De'i'ait ("’ll Fr p'tuate 

Jhrmatum, and Jum A/i H. memnns ' the hhn. 

Mod. Ilisr. Vol. XI. H 
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do any thing to get it, eafily excited that fpirit ivhich bore 
down all before it. and eftablifhed a (bvereignty in the I/uUef, 
vadly greater and richer than their polleflions in Europe 
The Eng/f/b trade was carried on in a middle way, without 
any tincture of the Portugutfe haughtinefs, or the Dutch fdf- 
ilhnefs. All thefe nations, when they came thither, had been 
for fome time ufed to trade, and were well able to be at the 
charge of their firft eftablUhments. But it was otherwife 
with the French ; they came laft, when the trade of the Indies 
was almoft engrofled by other people, who had w^lth and 
experience oti their fide ; found great difficulties in fixing 
themfelves at all, and, whr^n fixed, found little fupport from 
home ; yet, by bearing with and firuggling againA thefe dif- 
ficulties ; by long-fuflerings, and a rcfolution to remain there 
as long as it was poffible, wluch, by the practice of a variety 
of expedients, they rendered practicable, not only contrary to 
the expectations of others, but perhaps alfo of their own ; they 
have carried their point ; which fhews, that th^e are no ob- 
ftacles that patience will not overcome, and no nation but 
what may be taught patience, fince certainly that is not 
among the number of virtiiics for which the French are fa- 
mous " (C), 

SECT. 

p 

^ Sir Walter R aleck's Difeourfe of the rnvention of Ships, 
Sec. " I'eftament Politique de Monfieur de Lovvois, 

p. 439, 440. 

(C) The great and entopri- came to be known ; but, not- 
fing Mr. Louifoiit whofe work withftanding this, he was pofi- 
we have cited in fupport of tive, that, in procefs of time, 
what is advanced in the text, thofe that laughed would find 
thought apparently in this way; their mirth fpoiled by his conn- 
ard, though he did not live to trymen, who wonld^attempt and 
fee any very great points at- fucceed in overturning the fec- 
chieved either' 'Vn the Ea^ or dementi, and encroaching on 
H^ejf Indies, yet he ventured to the dominions, of other powers 
foretell the king his mafter, in J/a znd jfmeriea {72), He 
thnt the French, by their perfe- confefi'es that to his time th^ 
verance, would carry their point had not been very fortunate in 
at laft. and diftinguifh. them- thefe endeavours ; buthecom- 
fclves in commerce as well as in forts his mafter and himfelf 
negotiations and war. He ac- with obferving, that thefe are 
knowleged that this prophecy enterprifes which are feldom 
might very poffibly expofe him profpeFOUs in the •beginning ; 
to be laughed at whenever it and compares the progrefi^or a 

( 72 ) Tfjtawtnt Politifut ic Mtnjitur de LottVtisif, ^ 3 ^. 

riling 
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SECT. V. 

ne State of the Cempany*s domeftic Situation at the 
time' of she Demife of Lewis XIV. On what T ems, 
and with what Views^ the Regent Duke of Orleans 
took up the Concerns of this and other Companies ^ 
and what were the reeu Ends propofed hy that Confo- 
lidation to which he gave the founding and fpecious 
^ifle of theU'^^lO'N^ that a Revival of Credit 
might in feme meafure refult from the JName^ 


W £ muSk now return again to France^ from the hlftory of The deme^ 
their di/Eculdes abroad to that of their endeavours at fnfiotj 
home. Upon the demife of heuii the fourteenth, the founder 
of this company, and their kmd protestor and patron, thro’ g .• 
his whole feign the adminiftration of affairs devolved upon, ^®*“"“** 
or at Icaft was a/Tumed by, the Duke of Orleans, with the 
title of Regent ; a prince of great parts, and who, ot his 
entrance on the government, a&ffed whatever might procure^^iV, 
him the charaffer of being a lover of peace, a friend to the 
people, and the guardian of commerce. To him, therefore, 
as was natural, the difireffed company applied for an addi** 
tionalterm; the renewal of their privileges in that Rate in 
which they Rood, was all that they defired ; to have them 
augmented, was what they never hoped ; for though, before 
the death of the king, they had obtained a prolongation for 
ten years, to be acountcd from the firR of May 1715, yet 
this, like moR of the royal favours they had received, was of 
very little ufe, lince they had no funds left for carrying on 
their commerce ; and, befides, the new term was fo fhort, 
that it added very little to their credit at home or abroad. 

riflng naval power to that of a journey evA-vin his mind, he 
Rrong man walking upon a bad will f&onsr or later overcome 
road, where chough he may all dimculcies, and reach the 
often trip, and fometimes fall, place to which he is bound, 
may find himfelf embarralTed in Thefefuggefiions and reflexions 
craggy paths, and forced to of a French ininifter, who died 
bear Tcratches and blows in pair- fo long ago (73) as 7"^ i6|li, 
ing through thickets and clofe 1691, are not a little extraor- 
woods, yet, keeping up his fpU dinary, and the reader cannot 
rics, and^preiling on, ftopping well doubt that they have made 
now-and tben to take breach, a very llrong imprefliun upon 
ano keeping the ifllic of his his fuccellbrs. 


(’ll) H'Jloire Cb'-mehgiqut du dttnie* Sieck, p. azj. * 
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It was from 'the duke regent that they' expeAed^ more folid 
afllftance, and fuch helps from the treafury as might enable 
them to revive their trade. But the regent and his minifiers 
were in fentiments quite oppofite to thofe the company had 
flattered themfelves with ; and» inftead of being at all in- 
clined to part with money for other people to employ in 
trade, they were contriving how to make ufe of the found 
and reputation of commerce to fill the king’s cofiers, to pay 
ofi* the debts of the crown, and to difeharge tlie loads which 
lay on the government, and upon the fiioulders of the na‘:iion, by 
that feries of contrivances which are flill known in France by 
the name of the System'*®. 

Hflw the It was with this view that the regent fliewed fo much 
regent favour and kindnefs to the Weft India company, and eftabliflied 
Duke of its capital at one hundred millions, and theieby procured an 
Orleans opportunity of Icflening that immenfe quantity of Incum- 
maAe ihtt which the long war had made neceflary. But when 

^ « Vvj company came to reprefent the condition they 

7hfervlent affifiance, they foon found that they had 

toAis '*^***^' who underfit^d their affairs as well as them- 

J'c/jemes. Selves ; and therefore, inficad of governing them, as they had 
done former minifiers, they were forced to put themfelves 
intirely into their hands, and triift to their generofity and 
diferetion P. The confcqucnce of this was very probably 
wliat they had not forefeen, lince it proved to be the dlflblu- 
tion of the company in effcfV, by uniting them with that of 
the Weft Indies, which alfo fwallowed up others ; and this 
with a view of immediate benefit to the government, and 
perhaps a remote profpcA to the advantage of the Eaft India 
commerce, the ftate of which was now laid open to the very 
• bottom, and the whole brought to public view, that the 
world might be induced to believe the fquandcring fuch large 
fums, the fteble progrefs, and at length abfolute, decay, of 
their traffick, was owing to mifmanagement ; which being 
corredled, a coiTefpondence with the Eaft Indies might be- 
come as beneficial to France as it evidently was to England or 
Holland^, If we confider this revolution in the company's 
affiirs, and the difiblutioii of their privileges, in a firidt and 
abfolute fenic, wc mud look on the new efiablifiiment as die 
fifth Eaft India company crefled in Frame ; but if reflefting 
upon other circumfiano^s, fuch as carrying over the effects 

® Hiftoirc de la Compagnie des Indes, p. 335. Hiftoire des' 
Indcs Orientales, tom. iii. p. 195, p Hiftoire dc la C^m- 

pagr.ic des ladcb, p. 1 14. s Diftionay-e de Commerce; 

taui. i. (^ol. iz6i. 

and 
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and debts of the old company to the new one, and fome 
other particulars that wHl be hereafter mention^, we are 
content to receive it in a more reftrained acceptation, then 
it will be no more than a continuance of the old company, 
or at moft a revival (D). 


(D) In the latter part of the 
reign of L *wis the fourteenth, 
when the -public revenues of 
France were anticipated for feve> 
ral years; whien the debts of 
the date were fwo'n fo high, 
that new denominations were 
introduced into the computation, 
and they reckoned not only by 
millions, but milliards ; and, 
when the wifed men thought all 
things mod defperate, Mr. Dtf- 
maretz had the direction of the 
finances, who had been the dif-^ 
ciple of Mr. Colbert, and, which 
TOderity will hardly believe, 
found means, ih the very death 
of his madcr, to maintain fome- 
thing like public aedit. But, on 
the king's demife, he withdrew, 
and left the direflion of all 
things to thofe enterpridng fpi- 
lics which the Dulce Regent 
brought into employment (74). 
The iird great meafure they 
druck out was, a kind of poli- 
tical inquifition, by which all 
who had interfered in any man- 
ner witlf public money were 
called to a mod rigorous exami- 
nation ; the very fear of which 
deprived many of their fenfes, 
and fome laid violent hands up- 
on themfelves : yet, after all, 
this flaming tribunal produced 
nothing more than confufion, 
and the regent was forced to 
have recourle to milder methods 
(75). A|thls juncture Mr. yoM 
Imw, a native of Scotland, who. 


This 

by the exercifeof his great abi- 
lities, had raifed a confiderable 
edate, offered his fervice » and ' 
propofed, with many improve- 
ments, a projeA which he en- 
deavoured to fet on foot in his 
own country twelve years be- 
fore. His fcheme was accept- 
ed I a new edabhfhment eroded, 
and prodigious quantities of old 
fecurities, being!iquidated,were 
difeharged by bank bills ; which, 
in confequence of that edablifh- 
ment, and his managemetit of it, 
had fuch aneffed as could fcarce 
have been expeded. The Mi/- 
company, of which we 
dial! fpeak particularly in the* 
fttcceeding note, was next ered- 
ed, which by degrees was to be 
charged with the whole foreign 
commerce of the kingdom, and 
the ca(h of this company was to 
be kept by the bank. This, in 
few words, as a very able writer 
well obferves, explains the 
theory of the fyflem, which 
was fo much magnified ky the 
creatures of power, that, when 
this new cenpany changed its- 
tide f^r that of the Indie:, with 
an augmentation of its capital, 
the new adions fold for one 
thoufand and forty per cent. 
and the old ones for eight or 
nine hundred livres more (76). 
Mr. Lawv/n.i comptroller-gene- 
ral of the finances, diredor of 
the bank, and infpedor-genera! 
of the company of the Indies, fo 


1*7 


C^^) Hiftoirt di Vifj, fem, up, 3. (75) Hiftoire det Mot Orion- 

tales, tom. id. p. 367, 36S, (76) Htfimre Hu Vifn, tom. i. f. *4, 55, 

H long 
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In the pre This ediA of U N 10 N eactinguifhed the title of both th® 
ambit it Wejl and Eaji India companies, as well as tSi the reft of th6 
focieties comprifed therein, and gave to the whole thccompre- 
UNION, henfive title of the company of the Indies^ (E). In the pre- 
amble 

<* Hilloire des Indes Orientales, tom. iii. p. 195, 196, t97< 

long as the rage of {lockjobbing merce on the coaft of dfricM and 
prevailed ; but when the bank- the IVeft Indies, none of *lvhich 
bills loft their credit, and the had any tolerable degree of fuc- 
aflions of the -company begaif cefs, that is, they 'were very far 
to decline, he was obliged to from turning to the proiit of 
leave the kingdom privately, thofe who were concerned in 
after lofing all his places. This them, notwichftanding all the 
rotation of things happened be- privileges, immunities, and en- 
tween 1717 and the clofe of couragements, they received 
1720 (77). There is no doubt from the crown ; fo/hacto the 
that the priiicijpal, or at leaft eyes of the generality of man- 
primary view of the court, was, kind, and even to the greateft 
to free themfelves in fome mea- part of fpeculative politicians, 
fure from that load of debt 'they Teemed but fo many com- 
which it was impolTibie to diC- mercial illufions. But to the 
charge ; and, when this was 19 penetrating vieill^f Colbert they 
ibme degree effeded, Meftieurs appeared in quite another light! 
Paris, and other antagonifts of for he clearly difeerned that it 
Mr. Ltew^ contrived, as the was to thefe illufions France 
reader will fee in the text, the owed the pofiefilon of thofe do- 
gradual delivery of the company minions which file had in dif- 
of the ladtes, and the eftablifli- fereiit parts of the world ; and 
ing its trade upon a regular and though thefe were but very 
praflicable bans. We have in fmall and inconfiderable, yet 
this note anticipated much of he judged the prefervation of 
the fucceeding hiftory, in hopes them to be a point of great im- 
of rendering fo complicated an portance ; and it was this that 
afiair in fome degree perfpicu- induced him, at tfaefdhie time 
ous. c • that he fet up an Eaft India com- 

(E) All the French authors of pany, that is, in 1664, to fet up 
any degree of eminence^ who a IFeJl India company alfo, in 
have written upon the fubjeft of hopes that the time was come in 
commerce, acknowlege Che fa- which the French might make 
mous Cardinal de JUcblicu for as great a figure in foreign 
its founder, and ^e celebrated commerce as their neighbours 
Cjs/ifr/for itsreftoreriyS). The (79). But as the forelight even 
cardinal had countenance leve- of the wifeft men is far from 
ral undertakings for carrying on being infallible, fo this In* 
and improving the French com- dia company came to nothing; 

(77) Hijloire det Indn Orientales, tm. iii. p. 367. (78^ F.f/i fur /a 

Tine etfur it (bmmeree, p, 87. i. 1 1, (79) Hiftoirt tk In CMenia dot 

Jndet, p, xcj. 
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amble of this edlft we have a fucdn^ hiftory Qf 'the'traDf'/i^ reafivs 
adioDS upon which this onion was built; for. therein it isM M' 
faid, that the king, having principally applied liimfelf to the / 
refliOTing the commerce of the kingdom, and thereby repair- 
ing the loflTes occafioned by a very long and expenfive war ; 
and, having already had thepleafure to lee the circulation or 
money wonderfully quicken^ by the eAablifhment of the 
Weft India company, his Majefty had from thence been led to 
look ioib the ^te of the old companies erected before his 

acceflion 


and the like iSTue attended many and had been at laft utterly loll, 
other new companies, fome of but for the public fpirit of the 
lefler, fome of lai^r extent, Sieur^»/i6wrj>Cr9*tf/, who.hav- 
that were fet np with plaufible ing acquired by many years in> 
appearances, and continued from defatigablc application to corn- 
time to time, •with fuch altera- merce a very large fortune, ep- 
tions as were judged requifite,., gaged in its fupport, and p o- 
and which, notwithftanding they cured letters Mtent, dated*iS>^- 
were well contrived, and wanted father the 1 401, 1 7 1 2, by which 
no atCllance that the minillry he was enabled to undertake 
could give, yet moved in the what he thought neceflary for 
end feeble and inefiedual (80). promoting the interefts of his 
In the mean lime, however, by country in that part of North 
theaffiftance of fome orotherof America which is now (tiled 
thefc companies, feveral efta- inwhichhewasfomc- 

blilhments were made on the what more fortunate than his 
coaft of Africa, the French co- predccclTors (82). When there- 
lony in Canada preferred and rare it was found necelTary to 
augmented, feveral idands in the carrying onof the SYSTEM 
the Weft In£es fettled, a part of to frame fome new commercial 
Hif^auiola or 5 /. Domingo re- fetticment, to which the moll 
duced, and at length a new efta- dazzling advantages were to be 
blilhment fprmed on the famous aferibed, this was fixed upon, 
river of Mefebajipi or Mijftffifpi, and the Sieur Crozat having 
that is, in the langn^e of the refigned his leeftrs patents which 
country, the Great Rimer, de- had ftil^ ten years to run, the 
fervedly fo called, fince it has a king, by his edift dated in the 
courfe of eight hundred leagues, month of Auguft 1717, and rc- 
and is navigable to within ^ht giftered in parliament on the 
leagues of its fource (8 r ). Tflis ochof following, crea- 

elUbliftiment, like all the reft, ed a new trading fociety, under 
draggled in its infancy, that is, the tide of ^Occident, 

from about the year 1 669 to the the company of the wpft, or, as 
• end of thc.Iaft century, with al- it was commonly called, the 
mo^^infurmountable difficulties ; company, the capital 

(80) nifl’OKairt Je Cemmtree, tom. ii. ed, lo;i^)o6o, 
grgpbie IA> ierne, far Abrabom Du Sou, f, 857. («») DrShesoire de 

Cunourfe, u, ed, 1064. 
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necdUon to the throne, and in particular into that of the 
India company, wJiich he had found to be moft deplorable. 
In the fpacc of fifty years they had notwithflandiog repeated 
ailiflances from the crown, managed their affairs fo indiffer- 
ently, as to be obliged to abandon their commerce intirely, 
and to tahe up with fuch trifling advantages as could be ob- 
t.iiijcd by letting out their privileges. The king declared he 
was faiisiied that this did not proceed at all from unfurmoant- 
able diladvantages in the nature of that commerce, hut from 
the miflakcs and ill conduff of fuch as had been intrufled 
with the management of the company’s afl'airs, who, in the 
firfl place, had made' their bottom too narrow, and had un- 
dertaken the trafhek of the Indies upon too fmall a capital. 
That, in the fecond place, to keep up the credit of their own 
adminilfration, and to countenance their taking fuch confi- 
derable falaries to themfelves, they had made large dividends 
when there were no profits ; and having, by thi? means, ex- 
haufted the company’s flock, they carried on their trade by 
borrowing as much money as they could at very high intcrefl. 
That, however, the king his'grcat grandfather having always 
protected and encouraged this company,' and even granted 
them a new term towards the end of his life, they might 
* have enjoyed it, or at leall have drawn all the profits from it 
they could, if their conduct had not become fo flagrantly bad 
that neither the glory of the king, nor the intereft of his 
people, would permit him to overlook it any longer • (F). 

On 

* This is prccifely an extraft from the preamble mentioned in 
the text. 

of by an edi£l regiftered fell in likewife the Eaji India 

in parliament the lall day of the and China companies, from the 
year before nienr;rned, was fix- motives which are fet forth in 
cd at one hundred millions (83). the text (84}. 

To this company, behdes the (F) In this, as in all papers 
original conceJiion of the coon- of ftate, there is a mixture of 
try lliled Loufjiana, reduced into falfhocd and truth ; fame things 
the form of a province, and de- are exaggerated, and fome ex- 
ciibed by thaccdi^, there was tenuated, that the whole of the 
quickly added the exclufive king’s proceeding might wear a 
contrad for ^.iftors or beavers more plaufible appearance. The 
fleins from Canada ; and in 1718 ralfing the creditof thecompany 
the company of Off/, and the of the Inditi, in orBcr to the 
flu VC trade i to which in 1719 augmentation of its capitairwaa 

»?’) /.r/<i(;rrrirra/«J, r«m. iii. rg5, (84)Z)/^f»« 

njuide QcKmtne^tov to!. 

the 
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On the one hand/ there were continual complaints froDn the ExeJkj^ 
Indies, that the company bad borrowed vaft fums of the CPen- grants 
tiles, without paying them either capital or interefl, having, raadetstb. 
in the fpace of /ixteen years, not lent fo much as a lingle Ihip 
to Surat. On the other, the private merchants carrying on this 
commerce in the name, and under the authority, of the E(^ animmnfi 
India company, were fo cramped and opprelled by the duty of capital 
ten percent, and other gratuities to the company, that they were created. 
unable Jo purfue their trade with the &me fpiritand advantages 
which are enjoyed by the fubjefls of other nations ; and, be- 
fides, being afraid to go to Surat, on account of the danger they 
were in of having their Ihips feizedfor the company's debts, they 
found themfelves obliged to purchafe moft of the Indian com- 
modities and manulaflures, which they brought into Europe, 
fromforeignei's, at a very high price, and this equally to their 
own and the nation's difadvantage. For thefe realons, and 
others of tilt like nature alledged agalnA the China and dfri~ 
can companies, his Majefty declares, that the privileges of all 
thofe companies are by this edifl of his, dated in the month 
of May 1719, revoked, extinguifhed, and fupprelled. He 
granted at the fame time to the new company of the ffidics 
an exclullve privil^e of trading from the Cape of Good Hope 
to the utmofi; extent of the Ecfi Indies, as alfo to the iflands • 
of Madagafcar or Dauphine, oH Bourbon and of France, the 
coaft of Stffala in Africa, the Bed Sea, Perfa, the dominions 
of the Mogul, of the king of Siam, and of the emperors of 
China and Japan, as alfo of the fouth feas, from the ftreights 
pf Magellan, or La Maire, to the Eajl hidies that way : tbr- 


the primary and principal de- 
fign of the court, and the pro- 
moting the frmih commerce to 
the Indies Only a colour and pre> 
tence ; the making dividends, 
when they had it not in their 

J lower, might be a wrong mcR' 
lire, but was not to be attri- 
buted wholly to the direAors, 
Unce they were compelled to it 
by the general aflemblies of the 
proprietors (8$). This falfcftep 
wasthe realcaufe of the debts 
incurred in- the Indies, and of 
their borl’owing money at high 
inthrell. But it was neceflary 


to make their errors and mif- 
conduft appear as flagrant as 
poffible, in order to qualify fo 
llrong a ftep as that of di^lve- 
ing £e compi^ny that had been 
fo lately continued ; which, if 
duly \^ighed, might have been 
cftcemed a dangerous precedent 
in refpedl to the new company 
of the Indies, which could re- 
ceive no higher fanftion from 
the crown than that which had 
been cancelled in refpeft to the 
Eafi India company by this edid 
of union. 


[ 85 } Wfttirt it la Ctmpainit ittlnJts, p. > 4 , 
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bidding all the reft of his fubje^ thefe feveral trades, under 
. pain of the confifcarion of thdr veflels and efteAs * (G)'. 

In whai He lilcewife grants to this company the po/Ieffioos and efFefls 
mMmeribt of the other companies, at the fame time (barging them with 
. all the juft debts which thole companies' had contracted, and 
tompamts better to enable them to dilchai^e thofe 

SLaS granted them by this 

thirtwitb, created in their favdnr twenty-live millions in new 

’ actions, to be pnrehafed only for ready money,* on the fame 
privileges terms that the fVeJi India company pollefled one hundred mil- 
eantiuued, lions in aCtions, and with the li^ privileges iind advantages 
in every refpeCt. He likewife granted full licence and autho* 
rity to import all forts of manufactures of filk, lilk and cot- 
ton, gold and lilver ftufts, dyed cottons, as alfo painted and 
ftriped ; on condition, however, that none of thefe lhall be 
vended in his dominions, but be fold and difpofed of to fo- 
reigners, for which reafon they were to be depofited in ma- 
gazines under double locks, the keys of one to be kept by 
the famiers-general, and the ^ther by the directors of the 
company, for the better preventing frauds and collufions. 
He likewife grants them leave to import all forts of white 
^ cottons, raw lilks, coffee, drugs, fpiccs, metals, and what- 
ever elfc the Ei^l ImUa company might have imported under 
their privileges, ariling from the feveral edicts of the late king 
his grcat-grandfatlicr “(H). 

SECT. 

t Hiftoirc de laCompagniedes Indes, p. 114. “ Hiftoire 

des indes Orientales, tom. iii. p. 203, 204. 

(G) The reader is not to ex- thofe operations in refpeCt of 
peCt l*ere a particular account of this company which barely re- 
all the conceflions made to the garded the finances, but thofe 
perpetual company' of ;he Indies^ only that are fo connected with 
and the prodigious favours heap- the hiftory of the French Eaft 
ed upon her in a ihort fpace of India commerce, that they can- 
time, that (he might the better not be feparated or omitted 
anfwer thofe ends for which fhe without running the hazard of 
was erected, and this for two rendering that intricate or ob- 
Tcafont; fiiit, becaufe many of Tcure (86). 
thefe conceffions no longer fub- fH) The reader will perceive, 
lift ; and, next, becanfe they that by this time they had to- 
have no relation whatever to our tally overcome all thev old pre- 
fubjeCt, which by no means re- judices in Franee, and were epn- 
quires that we (hould explain all tent to follow the maxims of the 

'ft 6) If the nrioas reader dtfi'ti to te aeftainted with tbefe^ be maj eoafuh the 
li'jlnie da P'lfa, 


maritime 
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SECT. VI. 

Upon the Ineorperation of aU the eld trading Societies^ 
the Grants formerly made are eonfirmed^ extended^ 
and made irrecoverable^ in the new ene^ which is 
therefore filed the PERPETUAL COMPANY 
OF THE INDIES, which from the Beginnings 
and injts Nature and Operation^ is a mere Creature 
and Engine of the St ate ^ which affords it not onlp 
Countenance and Prote&ions bftt a&ually provides for 
its Subffence. 

'this edift had all the efieAs, and even more than was 
-** expelled ; and fuch an eagcrnefs there appeared of fub- 
fcnbing to this company, lhat, inftead of twenty-five, the irreveca- 
fubfcriptions Amounted to fifty millions, which encouraged bk^andtbe 
the Fremh minifiry to venture upon fome new regulations, mw efta* 
which were made public by an edi£I of the month of June blifimenu 
in the lame year : the principal of which was, that they fiiould 
take off four times the number of old aftions to be intitled 
to the new; fo that, in order to purchafe five thoufand livres 
of the new adions, the fobfcribers were obliged to take 
twenty thoufand livres of old ones. The great end the go- Qit 
vcrnmenp propofed, was, to find the means of calling in and INDIES, 
fupprefiing that immenfe quantity of paper-money which was 
fuch a burden on the fiate ; and, to this end, annuities to the 
value of twenty-five millions were created ; which not anfwer- 
ing that intention, the new company of the Indies offered 

maritime powers, in fuiTering leges were any more inviolable 
the company to bring whatever than the conceffions befoA- 
commoditieslhe thought expe. mentioned ; on the contrary, 
dient from the Indies, notwith- they have bedh*altered, aug* 

Handing the wear of them was mented, ly rellrained, as the 
prohibited in France ; lince it circomftances of things requi-- 
was abfurd to rellrain them from red ; which it is fit monld be 
a commerce with other European mentioned, in order to keep the 
nations, in goods which might judicious reader's eye fixed to 
be bought at the i?«g/^orZ 7 «/cift this point, that commerce is 
Tales, even if all the former re- fubjed to a great variety of 
ftridions had been continued, regulations in this country, and 
Vet we mult not fuppofe that remains under perpetual depend- 
all th^e immunities and privi- ence on the Aate ( 87). 

(S7) 1‘ttrts de la ComPajriue dn Ittdes tonetrnant ftidiverfes Cm^tns (U Pei- 
vilf et, Q /Idtrimftrouw gndralt, dtpats i la*fiutede 

d'fljtsire Je la Cwfa^vit dts 

. their 
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their afliAance, and undertook to difchai^e them at the rate 
of fifty millions in every .month ; fo that the whole load of 
this paper, amounting in the whole to near fixty millions of 
our money, was to be extingoUhed by the end of July 1721 
In confideration of the zeal manifefted by the company in 
this propofal, the king was pleafed, by his wret dati^ in tfie 
month of July 1 720, to change the terms on which they held 
their privileges, and to declare them perpetual, refiraining 
himfclf and his fuccefibrs from ever treating them as other 
companies had been treated, in order to their eftatfiifiiment ; 
and thus this company acquired that title by which they are 
now known in France % 4 iz. The Perpetual Company 
OF THE Indies with all the privileges of the other four 
companies confirmed to them for ever (1). 

In 

* Diflionaire de Commerce, tom. iv. col. 107^; Hiftoire 
des lodes Orientales, tom. iii. p. 209, 210. 

(I) In this edift, which is ago. In the fourth article, the 
penned with peculiar pomp and company's right to a certain duty 
perfpicuity, and faid to be made upon caltors, in lieu of their ex- 
by advice of the Duke R^ent, clufivc commerce in them, is 
the Duke de Chartrex^ the Duke confirmed. In the fifth, the cef- 
of Bout hoft^ and the Count fion made to the company of the 
CharolatSy the Prince of Cantit rights, privileges, and ellablifh- 
the Count de Tbauloufe, and ments, belonging to that of br- 
other peers of France, and of the negate is likewifeconfirmed, as in 
certain knowlcge, full power, the fixth and feventh ' articles 
and royal authority, of the king are their titles to the exclulive 
(88), it is declared. In thefirft trade of the Eajl India and 
article, that the gnints therein China companies, and to all the 
after -mentioned are in confidcr- efTedls of both chofe comp.inies 
, ation of the company's dif- at home and abroad, fubjefl to 
clfarging and taking op billets their debts. By th^ eighth ar> 
to tnc amount g>f lix hundred tide, a perpetual bounty of fifty 
millions, iff) great a fum fhall livres for every ton of coramo- 
be lUnding'oiit. In the fecond dities or manufaftures of France 
article, thofe billets are ordered exported, and of fqyenty-five 
to be burnt in proportion as they livres per ton of goods and ma- 
are brought in. In the, thira, nufaAures ex ported from the /w< 
the company is confirmed in dies^ are confirmed to the com- 
ber perpetual right to an exclu- pany. The ninth article fettles 
five commerce in, and foie go- thefeveral kinds of piece goods, 
vernment of, the province of which, though prohibited to be 
houifianai and ycc that has been worn in France, the company, 
taken from the company long may import; and regula^^s the 

HJIoirtdet Mts, tern, iii, p, 209. 

mannar 
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In two years tiw more it was fettled and declared, that, This new 
in coofequence of the annuities granted and alligned to thafettlemeHt 
company from the crown, they ihonld be able to divide an- tonjidered 
nually the fum of ten per cent, which Ihonld be paid punftu- 
ally forever; in confequence of which the dircdlors were 
be At full liberty to export and import what they thought • 

without being accountable annually to their conftituents, 
pecaufe the dividends were to be regular and certain ; and nuitants 
they were to manage things fo, as that the deficiencies of one and trm* 
year might be made up by the profits of another. This laft ders. 
pFOvifion regards the Eaji India trade, and not the value of 
the company’s actions, confidered as a kind of property to 
which an annuity from the public is annexed ; for, according 
^ to this new model, the company of the Indies comprehended 
as well the public credit, by taking into a participation of 
her* capital fuch as had claims upon the fiatc, and all the ex* 
tenfive commerce of the kingdom ; having not Only all the 
power of the Eaft India company, but alfo of the Weft India^ • 
and other fupprefied companies erefted in her 1, In thefc 
two capacities the rule of condq^ preferibed by the govern* 
ment was very dilferent, and yet upon the whole very rational* 
or at leaft ve y plaufible ; for, as public creditors, they were 
enabled to pav* a fixed and fettled dividend upon their affions; • 
but, as a trailing company, they were not bound to give any ac* 
count, bccaufe, under the circumftances that things then uwe, 
it muft have been under vei 7 difeouraging incumbrances, which 
it would require pains and time to overcome ; and the divi- 
dends paid to. the aflionifls in the mean time, though in an- 
other capacity, was thought fufiicient to make them cafy till 


7 Hiftoire de la Compagnie des Indcs, p. i ii. Hiftoire dea 
Indes Oriencales, tom. iii. p. 2io,*aii. 

manner in which they are to be proprietors creditors of the 
kept anddifpofedof. The tenth difiblved comply fliall be fet- 
grants them the liberty of im- tied. • 'She iourteenth grants 
^rting for ufe and confuinption them to perpetuity all thenghts, 
m the realm, from the countries privileges, and exemptions^ of 
of their opncelTion, all kinds of the old African company, which 
white cotton, raw filks, coffee, however do not remain in their 
drugs, fpices, metals, and ocher hands. This edidt is fealed with 
nierchandiacs, not prohibited, the great feal of France, on 
under the ufual duties. The green wax, regiflered in parlia- 
'eleventh, twelfth, and thirteenth .ment, and approved in coun- 
artirjes, regard the manner in cil. 
which their concerns \vi;h the 


the 
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the face of f hdr coffltnerdsl a^irs fhould wear a better 
and might bear to be exhibited whhotit a veil * (IC). ^ 

7 ht great It is not a little uncertain who was the real author of thia' 
flitical new fyftem, very diderent from thofe that were made ufe of to 
fecret in amufe the French nation, and indeed all Europe^ while that 
ftrange humour of ftockjobbing lalted, wHTch might be truly 
‘'^^llilcd a political madnefs, winch however the goveminent 
aniatm- bighly, aod^ by the edift of union, drew out of 

that chaos without form or order this new and beautiful Uruc- 
JtvEure, ture, which has been fo truly beneficial to the puUic credit 
and commerce of France, To the perfeding of this, how- 
ever, fome farther firokes were fbnnd necefiSry, and were ac- 
cordingly in due time very dexteroufly applied. The capital 
of the prefent company of the Indies was, as we have before 
obferved, compoled of the original capital of the Weji India 
company, and of twenty-five millions added thereto upon the 
union of the Eaji India company ; but it was found requifite, 
in order to fettle all on a jufi foundation, that tHe king (hould 
make a revi/ion of the affions pofi^fied by the proprietors 
of this company, in order to difiinguiih between fiich as had 
acquired thdr property fairly, and by purchafe, and fuch as 
had thrufi themfelves into the company's books only to ferve 

* Difiionaire de Commerce, tom. ii. col. 1073. Hilloire dei 
IndcsOrknules, tom.iii. p. tii, 

(K) It would require a parti* fufiaining the company 'of the 
cular treatife, and that of no Indies, and had fo probable tho* 
inconfiderable length, to enter fo diftant a profpea of reviving 
into a complete dilcuflion of all foreign commerce by her means, 
the tranfafiions and operations that they neglected nothing 
of the company within this pe- which could be polTibly con- 
riod, during which they were trived to keep op the fpirit of 
snide the engines for liquidate- the aftionills, and «> lay a foun- 
ing, adjulling,^ Su<l cancelling, dacion for public credit, by ex- 
thofe immenle demands Dfdu^ tricating this fociety from all 
private perfons had ' upon the difficulties, and this by degrees, 
date, and with a view to which and through the intervention of 
the company of the Indies had a variety of methods, in which 
been obliged to expofe her ere- the abfolute power of the crown 
die, and to confent to a con- had a large (hare, was in a great 
junflion with .the bank ; which meafore effieflcd, an,d people in 
was fatal to one, and was very general b^an to have a goi^ 
near being fo to both eftablifh- opinion or property veiled in ' 
nents. But the adniniftration this capital (89). • 
rfaw fo clearly the neceffity of 

(89) DiSliwMire dt dsmenreSf ttm. il. t$/, ioj%, 

thef 
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tfaar own jHirpofes by ilockjbbbipg. It was in conreqnefice 
of cbis rsviik>o that, by an sdi^ m the year 1723, the kii^ 
fixed the a^oas of this cctmpany to fifty-fix thoufand, and 
which formed a capital of one huodivd and twelve rn^ons 
for their dividend, upon which they had a yearly revenue 
afi^ned them of d^t millions four hundred tboofamd livies «. 

Bt another arret ia 1725 five, thoufand-^^ tfaefeaflbns^ tiruf in* 
were cancelled and burnt, ib that the capital df the company, fance of 
by this means, was reduced to fifty-one thonfimd affions, and the go- 
their dliidends fccured by the annual payment of eight mil- *otrnmenCs 
lions from the farmers geiieral of the farm of tobacco, the ^^*tntion 
exclufive, perpetual, and irrevoAble privilege, of vending 
which h^ been panted to the company in 1723, and 
firmed to them in 172 together with the profits arifing 
from the furs imported from Canada ; fo that the fund ftv ^ 

4he payment of their anfioal dividends was as efieff ually fe- 
cur^ as it was pofiible a thing of that nature could be in 
France **. As for the commerce of the Indies, it was afitgned 
to them as a collateral advantage not to be touched for the 
prefeiit, but to be employed in firengthening the funds fiir 
refloring and maintaining that^important trade, difeharging 
all the incumbrances thereon, and putting it in a condition to 
become as certain a fecurity for the payment of ftill higher • 
interefi to the proprietors than they have hitherto received ; 
it is therefore no difficult thing to apprehend, that, upon fo 
fair a profpefl as this, the affions of the company of the In- 
dies rofe into higher credit both at home and abroad than 
any thing of that kind had ever done in France ; more efpe- 
cially when people found by experience, that dividends were 
regularly paid, and the funds upon wluch they were affigned 
certain and ftable (L). 

But 


• Diftionaire de Commerce, tom. ii. col. 1^60. HiAoire 
des lades Orientales, tom. iii. p. 373. * 

(L) The perj^tual company higheft degree pofTible, all ap' 
of the Indies having fo w.cll an- prehenfions, and even faipicions. 
fwered the intentions of the m- In order to this, the king, by his 
vernment, and public affairs be- edift, read and publiflied while 
ing now in a more fettled condi- his Majefty was fitting on his 
tion, it was a very wife and bed of juftice in parliament, 
prudent refolntion to put this confiftine of nineteen ' articles, 
‘company,* with which almoft gavethenighefifandion to their 
the^hole foreign commerce of affairs that the moft abfolute au- 
Franee was intrul^ed, upon fuch thority could confer ; and as it 
a bafis, as might remove, in the whi forefeed, that nothing could 

turn 
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Wbicbt But to return now to what is more properly our fobje^Vf 
notwitb- and inquire how the commerce to the Jndies was bettered 

ftanAttg, by thel'e proje^ls and contrivances. It is very certain that 
vure not jjjQfg bitrufted with the dire6Hon and management 


turn fo much to the advantage 
of this eftablifhmentj as con- 
vincing the world, that, what- 
ever it had been, it was now, 
and was ever to remain, a trade- 
sng company, without intermed- 
dling with any other matter, or 
embracing any other projett. 
The eleventh article of that 
edidt was conceived in the fol- 
lowing terms (90); “ As in 
“ confirming the company of 
the Indies in her privileges of 
‘‘ commerce, w'hich can never 
** turn to the advantage of the 
** ftate unlcfs they occupy her 
** whole care, and are intirely 
** directed with that view ; our 
** intention is, that 'the fatd 
** company lhall promote and 
** improve the commerce of 
our kingdom, without inter- 
fering in any manner with 
that of private merchants ; 
we therefore declare, that for 
the future the faid company 
lhall pretend to no other ex- 
cliifive privilege whatever 
than what are exprefled in, 
and confirmed by, (he prefent 
dliA. As it is alfo known 
to us from experience, that 
in the fame'^oportion the 
eftabliflimentof this qompany 
is ufeful and neceflary while 
intirely occupied in the ma- 
nagement of thofe important 
comoies, and other confider- 
able branches of commerce 
which we have conceded 
thereto, It would be contrary 
to all good order, to our in- 


tereft, and to thofe of thd 
company, if Iheihnuld med- 
dle in any manner whatever 
with our finances ; we there- 
fore, in the mod exprefs 
terms, forbid and prohibit the 
faid company from iitterfere- 
ingwith our affairs or finances 
at any time, it being our 
will and pleafure, that (he 
(hall be and remain conform- 
able to her infiitution, purely 
a trading company, yielding 
her application «-folely to the 
fupportof the concerns com- 
mitted to her care, fo as to 
improve, by her wifdom and 
oeconomy, the effefls of our 
fubjefla interefted therein; 
without permitting that the 
** funds of the company of the 
** Indies lhall, upon any occa- 
** fions whatfoever, be applied 
** to any other ufe than that of 
" her commerce.” To com- 
plete this fcitlcmcnt, the king, 
by another edift confifting of 
thirteen articles, exonerates the 
company of the Indies from all 
former tranfa^lions whatfoever, 
cancels all engagements vdth 
the crown that might turn to 
her prejudice, and declares null, 
void, and annihilated, all pre- 
tenlions grounded upon the ope- 
rations preceding that edi£l, 
which, as well as the former, 
bears date in the month of June 
17 zi (91), and, together, are 
coiifidered as the fundamental 
charters of the perpetual com- 
pany of the Indies. 


(90) Hifttire in Judes Orientoln, tern, iii.p, 376. (91) DWivuttn do 

Cfounm, n». ji. ttb Z087, >^89. * 
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of the company's concerns had a far greater weight of bufmcfs in fuel a 
upon their hands than thofe who had the care of the Eaji In- fi^^ation 
dia company's affairs. ’ It was likewife very certain, that they " *^obUd 
acquired nothing by the grant of all that the other companies ' 

polfefled, lince they were charged at the fame time with all 
their debts, which rofe to a much higher fum than the value 
of their cfieAs ; and it was farther certain, that the purchafe- 
money of their actions did not remain in the company's 
hands, but went into thofe of the government, who indeed 
feemed fo have a title to it from the funds eilabiilhed for pay- 
ing intereft on the whole capital ;^yet, after all, this fcheme 
was very well "contrived, perl\aps was the very bell upon 
which the public credit and commerce of that kingdom could 
be eAablilhed 

We (hall Ihew this in a very few words. It has already meaMs 
fully appeared, that little or nothing could be done for fup- ef doing 
porting the frade to the Eaft Indies but by the government, whichtbey 
and therefore the French minillers very wifely thought it was to 
as well to take it immediately into their own care, and jo ad- 
vance the fums requifite to may^tain it, as to let other people 
manage it ; and then from time to time to indemnify them J 
from loflcs, which perhaps might proceed from <heir own ma- 
nagement.* With the like prudence they rcfledled, that, con- • 
fidering the ftate of things at that time, immenfe fums of 
money would be necelTary to fet them right ; and that, if 
this came to be known, the proprietors would grow uneafy 
and fufpicious, and therefore they took care they Ihould not 
be troubled with accounts whi<;h could be no hardlhip, 
while they received regularly a reafoiiable dividend; and, 
lallly, they forefaw, that when the commerce was put upon 
a proper foot, fo that fome profits arofe from it, it would be 
highly requifite to fufFer thefe to accumulate for fome t^me, 
that a proper flock might be raifed as well in Europe as in the 
Indies ; which they knew could never be den# if the proprie- 
tors had an infight into their own affaj^s, becaufe a majority 
of them would be always for a prdent dividend, without 
troubling themfelves about what might happen for the future; 
againll all which evils they took care to be guarded, in a 
manner with which every body was pleafed at fii’ll, becaufe 
they had nothing immediately to hope, and becaufe very few 
penetrated the meaning of thofe precautions, which, in an- 
. other country indeed, how juft and neceflary foever they 
mi^ht be,* could not well have been taken''. 

® Hilloire de Ik Compagnie desTndes, p. 154. ^ Hilloirc 

des Indcs Oricntales, torn. iii. p. 374, 375. *, 

Mod. Hkt. Vol. XI. I Bur 
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*fhefirfi But, notwithftandiog aJi thefe pnrdeniad Metliods, th» 
ttjfijiancts mmiftry were very feniibie, chat, unleis fomethmg was fpeedify 
received JoQg thilt might catty the afpeft of reviving this trade, and 
fnm reviving it with ede^f, fufpicions would ^qatckly arife, and 
speedily follow ; and therefore, while they had 
piteiat hiWids, they judged. It beft to eaahle 

end compaoy of the Inkes to do fomething aKtraordhiary, 
abread, aofwer The high idea that had b^n 'conceived of 

the advantages that were to Bow from this great revolu- 
tion. Accordingly, towards the end of the year 1720, three 
ihips weie fitted out, which, befides carrying a large cargo 
of Euretpean commodities and manufadlures, had on board a 
great quantity of filver in fpecie and bullion This was 
certainly very judicious; it railed the credit of^the com- 
pany in Europe^ augmented the value of their affioos, and 
eKcitcd a general expefbaiiou of what this would pn^oce. 
I'he ininiftry, however, who were extremely well apprifed of 
the true {Lite of things, could not Barter themfdves with much 
hopes ; they very well knew, that not only this, but much 
inore niuft be done, only to put things in motion, to recover 
Tome little degree of cicdlt, and reftore honour to the nation, 
and rcrpc<$l to the French Bag in the Indies, They, fet, how- 
ever, the belt face upon the matter they could, and treated 
the buiinefs as done when it was but juft undertaken-; the 
directors likewife ordered improvements to be made, and ma- 
gazines to be ereiftcd, at Pert V Orient t as if vaft returns were 
to be made ; and, though this was a meafure attended with 
cxpencc, yet, as ii might be fome lime or other neceflary and 
lul'tul, us well as for the prefent very expedient, they were 
fiilly enabled to a< 5 bin a proper. manner ^ 

Diiliionairede Commerce, tom. ii. col. 1073. ^ Hiflioia 

Incas Orictuaie., tom. iii. p. 867. ^ 
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SECT VII. 

The great Efforts produced by tbefe wife Regulations^ 
which by ^degrees brought about Two EfiabHJhments 
' which hitherto had been judged impraSticable in 
France* an effeSlual Commerce with the Indies, and 
public Credit. Upon the breaking out of the War 
w/Vib Great Britain in 1744, the Court being no longer 
in a Condition to fupply the Sums neceffary for the 
Support of the Company^ ihe State of their jiffairs 
is laid open to the Proprietors^ which has an unex- 
pe&ed bad EffeSt on the Syfiem that bad been hitherto 
fo well conduced. 


AS thofe who were intrufted with the company’s concerns ^htfihave 
in the tndles could know nothing of this mighty change a great 
in their affairs at home, fo, when they received this* news, effeaen 
and thofe fhips, they could noi*but be extremely aftonifhed. ‘f- 
Thefe fupplies, which exceeded their hopes, their wifhes, 
their conceptions, came as it were out of the clouds ; and, 
coming alfo backed with affurances of a regular correfpond- 
cnce for the future, it is eafier to imagine than exprtfs 
much they were tranfported. However, as they made ox\\jjan 
honefl; ufe of what they received, and began to difeharge 
their debts in feveral parts of the IndieSf the beft part of it 
was foon abforbed, .and confcciucntly they were able to make 
but flender returns to Europe Their fauguine expeftations 
met with a fudden and fevere check ; for the downfal of the 
SYSTEM, 9s it was ftiled in France, happening foon after 
thofe fhips failed, the dire^ors were difabled for two y%ars 
from complying with their promites, or fo much as fending a 
fingle fliip ; which expofed their fervants*iA the Indies to 
raillery and ridicnle from other Eufopmn nations, unhinged 
&eir credit again, and threw them into fo fad a fitiiation, 

&at it thay be truly affirmed the French were never in fo bad 
9 pl^ht as in the year 1723, from the very time that they 
firft lettied in the Indies. Such ffrange and furprifing 
^lahgier, than vkrhich nothing can be more contrary to the na- 
ture of commerce, mull have had a difmal efiei^ ; the rather, 

IMuie the direftor at Pondichery, and thofe who were in- 
ttndb^'with the management of other faAories, could not. 

Chat idifiance, jiave the leall comprehenfion of the caufes of 


i Diflionaire dc'Commerce, tom. ii. col. 1081, 1082. 
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this condnA oF their dire^ors; aod, after what had hap* 
pened, could have very iittie, if any, confidence in their new 
m.il 1 ;ers But, as there was no remedy, they were obliged 
to endure this evil, great as it was, as well as they could, 
coirdorting thctnfelves, if that phraie may be. properly ufed, 
that, let thiugs take what turn they would at home, they could 
ne\ cr be ia a worfe way abroad that they were ; but two ilhips 
ariiving the ne?wt year, and feven .others in the fpace of two 
years following, they began to recover both their courage and 
their ci*edii, and found themfelves alfo in a capacity of make- 
ing ibme, though not very coiifiderable returns ; but, how- 
ever, thefe, filch os they were, had a good efiedt, and created 
a genet al opinion, both in pAirope and the Indies ^ that the 
I'rench trade Lhither would Bill fubiiif, and turn to a better 
account than hitherto it hud done ^ 

Antmpar- thg Qf feemingly fettled and regular 

tiai auA eftablhhment, the perpetual company of the hi^es remained 
foundation as nothing of the like nature ever 
aciotxttt upon bcfoie ; and with refpeft to which the time will 

the true ^ be loA to the reader, if be will be plcafed to refleft. This 
jiate of tre Company liad a vaft capital, but nominal only ; for in reality, 
e/and at the ujttom, they were without funds ; their commerce, 
Indie;, as deferibed, or rather preferibed, by the cdift of* UNION, 
was. Ixiyond comparifon more exttnfivc than tl.at of any 
ti tiding company mF.uropef and the nicaii» of dairying on 'iiis 
as much out ot compaiifou lefs. Befidcs all this, there was 
another tiieiimllance no lefs . xtraord Inary than the otn<.i- 
n\ o, which was ; that *^hc dircflors of this mighty company, 
whatever they miglit feem .u the eye of the world, were really 
under diredfion them Selves, that is, they depended for iuPi’ ac- 
tions, rtiips, moiKy. and every thing clfe, upon the minuliTs 
of Jlatc ; and yet, to fpeak from what time and cxper»eiKe 
have taught us, tl.efc very inftances of weaknefs and iiiAabi- 
lity appear to h ave been the fources of all their good fortune ^ 
For the directors, in quality of that employment, having the 
capacity only of reprefenting the Bate that things were in, and 
the necefiitics they were under, had no temptations to depart 
at any time fi um truth ; with this additional check upon them, 
that, if they did, it would have been certainly difeovered, and 
themfelves removed >». On the other hand, the miniAcrs of 

'> Hifioire des Indcs Orientales, tom. iii. p. 367, 368, 

* Didionaire de Commerce, tom. ii. col. 1081, io8a'. Hilloire 
des Indes Orientales, tom. iii. p. 369. ^ HilhurcQe la 

Compaanie des Indes, com. iii. p. $85. > tiiltoire des Indes 

Orienuhs, tom. iii. p. 368, ■ From private information. 
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Gate, knowing that their continuance in power mnft always 
depend upon the maintenance of public credit, took oarc to 
fiirnifti the direlflors with fuch fupplies as were requifite to 
keep the ihachine of their commerce in conftant motion, that 
the opinion which the public had entertained of the reAitution 
of their affairs might be fortified from their progrefs. Thus 
this balance^ which originally arofe in fome meafure from ne* 
ce/Iity, andJn fome m^ure from accident, was more happy 
in its (^rations than any contnvance that could have been 
formed by human wifdom to anfwer thcfe ends '■ (P). 

It was in confequence of tlus/yftem, piociired by a pru- 
dent management of all occurrences, and a confhnt attention . 

to every incident which either happened, or had a probabihtyy j 
of happening, that things went on in this way for about four-*^'^'^®^^^ 

" Didionaire de Commerce, tom. ii. col. 10S7. 


(P) There cannot well be a 
Wronger proof of that excellent 
maxim, that whatever govern- 
ment is bed adminiflcred is bed, 
in comparifon of thofe that fuh- 
fid a ^hc *ra;..u time, than this 
c»;n<,'«d of th -• mimdry 

towards the con'p.ii.y of the In- 
Th'-'rc aic certainly man/ 
ilefef'. ^ in an ablolute, and many 
ad\. intakes in a free govern- 
ment, 111 reference to trade ; 
and therefore, in the former, the 
uti.i^d wifdom of a minidry 
ri^iiiids in difeoveringexpedients 
ro fupply feme of thofe deheien- 
t les, and jplaufible methods of 
con.'caling the reft. T^xeFnnch 
m'nillers not only did this, but 
extiaded out of that chaos, into 
which all things fell upon the 
ruin of the Sj/iem, a plan of 
univerfal commerce, more per- 
fed, becaufe more practicable, 
Uian any that had b^n conceiv- 
ed either by Riehiieu or Colbert, 
which if they did not immedi- 
ately matuige to the bed advan- 
tage, yet uiey fo managed as 
to preferve and keep it on foot ; 


and with wonderful addrefs 6 x- 
ed the new cdabliihmcn'.s at 
^ouifiana upon fuch a Uafis, as 
not to need the caieof the com- 
pany, and this v.irhout lofing 
fight of their concerns in the 
Indies. The; found thefc not ' 
notfo eafily reduced into order ; 
they met daily with newdiflicul- 
ties at homn and abroad, which 
to furmounr, required a larger 
cxpencc than the dnances could 
pi iTibly fpare, and this obliged 
them ro have rccourfe to pallia- 
tives, *ind to content thcmfelvcs 
with doing a little where much 
was wanting. Their comiuct, 
upon the whole, was very com- 
mendable ; *aad if the confe- 
quenccji that have attended the 
meafures of their fuccelTors ap- 
pear with much greater luftrc 
than the fiuits that followed 
their endeavours, yet if we duly 
attend to the times when, and 
the circumlhincvs under which, 
thefe iirll efforts were made, we 
cannot refufe a juil tribute 
applaufe to their authors (qa). 


f 9 * ) Bipw* it* Irdes Orienteht, tm, iii. p. 
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hj th'i mi’ teen years, during which fpce (bmetimes three, f^etio^ 
nijfry, rt- four; (hips were lent every year to the Indies, and tHe afairs 
cevertii, of the company were by thefc mean)s recovered and reftored* 
kut with though but (lowly. They had ilill great difficulties to 
much j for^ jn proportion as thfeir commerce revived, their 

cuuy,Md pences enlarged by their being obliged 't9 re-(bttie their ^ 
and to eftabiilh new ones ; fo t!)at in aUthU Tpare 
of time there was very little, if any, clear profit acc^u^ 
from their trade. On thccontraiy, they ran feme ‘years into 
debt, bat not however without profpefts of future adTOntages. 
But as the other trading nations in the Indies were intirely 
unacquainted with the feirets of the French • commerce, fo, 
judging by appearances only, they were full perfuaded that 
their trade was in a (lourKhing condition, becaufe they faw it 
vifibly extended, and the returns made to Europe far more 
regular, and at the fame time more confidcrable alfo, than they 
had hitherto ever been. Yet, notwithftanding all this, if they 
lud gone on in the fame manner, it would have been many years 
before they would have been able to fupport thcmfclves, and 
carry on their trade upon their own bottom ; for gradual fup- 
plies were (till uecelTary, and the continuance of peace en- 
abled the miniflers to furnidi them, yet always in a frugal 
manner, and fometimes fparingly ». 

jl/r. Orry The direftors, having the difpofition and management of 
and de thefc fupplics, as well as of the returns from the Indies, were 
Fttlvy, obliged tomakcthconc goasfaras itw-as polfible^ and the other 
rife as high as they could ; which contributed greatly to fave 
the head of appearances, and to keep things in tolerable order, tho’ they 
oeerant perceiving, and even remonftfating fometimes, 

^Iklmrf- living merely from hand to mouth, and confe- 

feSlualaf quently mifpending that feafon of tranquillity, when, if ever, 
jfjiance. they might have an opportunity of retrieving their affairs *’• 
But in the year 1737., Melficurs Orry and de Fuhyh^Tcg at 
the head of the finances of France, which they managed with 
furprifing fuccefe,’^ the company fell naturally under their care 
and prot^ion. They faw plainly that larger fupplies were 
necelfary to extricate them from the difficulties under which 
they laboured ; and therefore, having firft made a ftrift en- 
quiry into their afiairs, and taking care to put them into the 
belt order poffible, they furnifhed them with fuch (urns as 
W'ere necelfary for augmenting their commerce ; fo thatdn the 
fiiort fpace erf two years they doubled their returns, and in 
three yeai s more brought them to thrice as much as' they ha4 

u 

* HiHoirc des Tndes Orientales, tom. iii. p. 369. o From 
private information. 
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been. tUl moiMgemeiit their, fidw at P«i* L'Orient be* 
came regular and coimdenibie, iacrcaibg in fuch a manner, 
that the public fale in the year 1742 produced twenty-^r 
ouUboaof livres,. or, about ooA^nai&oa ^.our money t befides 
urhich, they referved in tfadriai^iauaes goods to the value of 
four millions of Uvres more ; a^ the £idt (hips that arrived 
in 1743 hrought home liilL a. more valuable cacgOa This 
extraordkiaij. change iii the compai^'s alEtirs ahumed and 
amazed all Europe, but more e^posially the. maritime powers, 
who fat? with iahnite copcera a company, that but a feW 
years before wsu looked upon as /uok and deftroyed, now 
riling into as hi^ credit iis any of their own 9 . But perhaps 
their concern would have been in fomc meafure alleviated, if 
they had but fo much as fufpefied that this profperity was 
iu a great meafure artificial, and coafequentiy much more in . 
the power of accidents than, in all appearance, it Teemed to 

bp (CL). . 

We may from hence difoover what great benefits accrued Tfowaueh 
to France from purfuing the maxims introduced by the regent, cate of 

and which Teemed to govern the^ourt during the pacific kdmi- 
ftlllration of Cardinal Fleury, We may likewife perceive ^ 

what the^ real motives were, which, upon certain occa- 
fions, produced fo much real or pretended complaifance • 
for the maritime powers, fince, as the fequel will fliew, any ^yi. 

. , . French 

a Hiftoire des Indes Orientales, tom. in. p. 309—372. ^peliticu 


r (Q) It was tathis fignal and 
well* timed aMance of the mi- 
nito tbat'the Freiuh company 
of the Jediet owe their revival 
apd thorough eftabliflmient. 
The lituation of public affairs 
at that tim^in France was fach, 
that the royal treafury might 
have been foil if- this prudent 
meafure had not been taken of 
employing thofe large fums that 
would have been ulelcl's in the 
lung's oofiers for the fervice of 
the nation, without any hazard 
of the crown's lofingby this ju- 
dicious confidence. We fee 
’clearly from hence, that how re- 
pnguant foever arbitrary power 
flwylbe tea fpiricjof trade, yet, 


when this arbitrary power is dU 
redpd by able aud honed men, 
i^ m^ 1^ fo managed as to bp 
l^iceable.to commerce in an 
extraordinary degree (93}. But 
how. plain and evident fOCver 
cbefe fa '($ reader this deduflion, 
yet we oughf lb take into oor 
confidergcion at the fame'time, 
that this is a fuppofa of fo ex- 
traordinary a nature as cannot 
often happen, and is confe* 
quendy not to be relied on;, 
which is alfo an obfervation of 
importance, and which for that 
r'eafon we lhall endeavour to 
explain more largely in the fab* 
feqaent note. 


f93) ff'd /*v Afs'-urr ttfir U Cauvirsr, p. I 23 t 
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rupture with them muft have,expofed this tender fyflem to 
’ ftorms and tempers that it could not have fuftaioed ; and it 
helps U9 fiu-ther to underhand why the court of VerfaUkt < 
entered To eafily into, and continued To Aeadily to procure, 
whatever meafures were thought neceflary for procuring, iirft, 
the fufpenfion, and then the fuppreflion of the Qfiem com- 
pany. They knew chat if this eftablhhment prevailed, it mull: 
be at the expence of fome other, and moft probably of their 
own,' as it was dill the weaked, and in reality much weaker ' 
than cither friends or enemiesxonceived. If thefe reafbiis did 
not prevent the war with riie late emperor, k was intirely 
owing to the cardinal’s permafion, in which he was not mif- 
taken, that the maritime powers would take no (hare therein; 
the hopes of fettling a branch of the houfe of Bourbon in 
Italy, and annexing Lor rain to France ; all W'hich was done 
without running into fuch an expence as might afFefl the 
affairs of their commerce ; the great confequence of which, 
as it was now better known, fo it was more attended to in 
France than ever; which lelfon, though taken from times 
pad, may Jitw'c great ufe in rimes to come, as they give us 
true notions of the moderation of this court, and what thofe 
Ioffes are which (he is lead able to repair, and by which (he 
' mud be mod fenfibly adeffed, notwithdanding the figure (he 
makes upon the continent, and the terror that may arife from 
her numerous armies 

nvbat Wn may very judly attribute to the fame caufes, at lead in 
meam that ^ meafiiic, that parfimony for which the cardinal was 
jalutary much condemned at the beginning of the lad Wt-ir, his indc- 
fyjlemcame fajjgable endeavours to have procured a neutrality with one of 
the maritime powers, and to have avoided, if it had been po{^ 
® direft breach with the other ; as forefeeing that this 
ed hy the wou j(l not only be highly prejudicial to the commerce, and 
French thereby lay open the weaknefs of Trance, but alio bring to 
minifieru light the manne*- tn which it had been for fo many years dif- 
tained, as well as pu^ it out of the power of the minidry to 
fudain it any longer. I'hefe confiderations, which made no 
manner oft mpr^on upon thofe who preached up the king's 
glory, and his having it in his power to give law to Europe, 
\ycre however intolerable to another race of men, who had 
the good of their country (incerely at heart, and thought thjB 
king’s glory could never be provided for fo well, as by ren- 
deriug his fubjefts rich and happy ; beddes, they only could 
and did forefee what events would follow this fpirit of giving 
Jaw, and extending the French Influence where its power could 


* from private- information. 
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never leadi, and where' confequently they muft truft to the 
honour of thofe who received their wages, whether^ they 
would earn them, orwhether^ regard to their own interelV, 
they would not manage piatters fo as to receive them as long 
as poffible ; which was an expence their treafury could not 
bear, and which muft therefore quickly put it out of their 
power to make thofe annual payments which had been hither- 
to the only true and availing reiource of their Eaji India com- 
pany* (R). 

It was fome time, however, after the laft war began, be- But this 
fore any fufpici^ns of this kind r^ched the company or the ajteratiaa 
public. On the contrary, the former exerted herfelf as if, 
in fuch an emergency, ftie thought it her duty to give her 
affiftance to the latter. All this, however, was calculated to 

■ Collefted from the propofitions made to the company on the 
part of the ctpwn, after the war was declared againll Great Bri- 
tain. 

(R) It was a notion that pre- faring his miniftry were «ot at 
vailed generally among the com- all favourable to his meafures. 
mon herd of politicians in But Cardinal F/euryf with thofe 
as welt as in ocher conn- moderate and yet aftive mini- « 
tries, that Cardinal Fleury afted fters whom he brought into bu- 
uponmaximsvery different from finefs, difcei ning the propriety 
the cardinal ininiAers his prede- of the (cafon, and being perfeci:- 
cclfors. In this, however, they ly apprifed of how great confe- 
were ftrangely miftaken. Car- quence it was to work on that 
dinal Rich/iiits plan was very part of Richiieui fyftcm which 
extcnfive, and, as we have fully was yet unfinifhed, applied 
ihewn, commerce had a conli- themfelves with fuch afliduity 
derable lhare therein ; but the and i'ecrecy, took every advan« 
then conjuncture of affairs re- tage fo dextroufly, and amufed 
quired his attention to other and cajoled thofe who coultAlone 
parts of bil febeme, that is, the have oppofed them with fo much 
extending the power of the addrefs, thdl,^f their fehemes 
crown at home, and its influ- had no^been difconcerted and 
ence abroad, m both which he unravelled by the authors of the 
went very great lengths, and late war, they mull in a few 
was very Ileadiiy as well as fuc- years have carried their point, 
cefsfully followed by Maxannt, and all Europe would have fecn 
CJhert, and Louvots. 'I'hefe with aftonilhment the French 
minifters did not, however, lofe company of the ladies making a 
fight of the other part of his figure there that their wilelt 
■ plan, formas we have feen. Col- ftatefmenlookedupon as a thing 
hert had it particularly at heart, impraflicable (94), 
tbo* the circumllanccs of things 


( 94 ) Frm private U/.rmoiita^ 


keep 
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mec.£itj, keep the true Aate of things as much.CooQ^ci a» poirU})e» 
iva'ih/dr- as long as th^ could be concealed at ^1 ; and* the dividei^ 
r ./ rfj being likcwle regnlaiJy paid, ihe a^ioqs of the company 
usfojibic. xvere kept up very high, which gave no fmall credit tg ihe 
nation*. Nay, fo far were die proprietors from, having die 
flighted notion of the real date of things, that; they, oifaip- 
proved the public (pirit of thtr dii,e(^.ors, rpcaklng pf die 
offers they had made for the king*s fervice a$ a dii& proof 
that the trade of the //t£c*s was carried on for the beneht of 
the crown, contrary to thepromifes that had been made*them". ' 
This fufpicion, having once got abroad, met with a general 
reception, at lead ainong.'l fticjias were intcredtd in the com- 
pany's dock, who were .firmly perfuaded, that, if part of the 
p/c)diicc of tlieir vail falcs had iiol btcji diverted to fupply 
the cx}ienccs of the government, their dividends might have 
been incKMled to fifteen, or even twenty per centum \ a.’id 
fmm thefe furmik*., inllead of being thankful for what they, 
had, and for all that had been done for them, they niur- 
muied that the diifdors kept every thing fecrct ; that, they 
were flint not osily out of the manag6ineiit, but from the 
knowlcge of their own concerns ; and that, whatever benefit 
tliis might be to tlie /late, it did not alter the cafe with refpeft * 
to them, who were deeply injured by it. So eafy a thing it 
*is for people to mi/lead theinfelves, and to believe confidently 
th^t things arc as they wifli them to be, for no other reafon 
thin beciufe they wifli them fo, and fuffer their interefls to .be 
the only guides both of their de fires and of their opinions 
Jit le,igth. But, the war with Great Britain increafing, the.cxpcnces 
h-wfuer, of Trance on the one hand, and lefiening hei’ income on the 
thtj were Other, the fecrct at lad came out ; and Mr. Orry was forced 
€ 9 nflraineJxo acquaint the direftors of the Ec^ India company, that the 
to Icing’s aflairs were in fech a poflure as would no longet per- 

mit hftn to fupply the company in the manner he had hitherto 
dQjjg. (q n^Mithey were to Hand upon their ownbot- 
and to carry on their trade for dhe future as well as they 
India could *. This unexpected ftroke demoUflied the whole fa- 
etr^any. whicli li'dd. bccQ raiflqg for fo many years, and reduced the 
aiflions of the company to eight hundred, from two thoufand 
and upwards The main caufe of this was, the feveral pro- ' 
pofitions made by Mr. Orry to their dircflors, that cither the 
propi'ietors fhoiild fubferibe upon their aligns, or fufier 

* See the Parii Gazettes daring the flrll years of the war. 

» HiAoirc dcs Ijides Oi'iciita 1 e&, tom. iii. p. 375. * From 

private information. » Mercurc hi/loiique et politique, 

ton) exvu^ p. 497. y From private inforraation, as well 

^ from the public gazettes. 
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their dividends to be poAponed for a certain time, or ihonld 
come to fome agreement amohgft themielves for compounding • 
thefe two methods, by ndvapcing part in ready money, and 
allowing their dividend to go in difcharge of the reA \ The 
motive that obliged the minify to this difeovery, was, the 
neceiSty of having money to carry on the lie^ India trade, 
which they knew muA; be rtiihed e\’en by a teinporary Aagna- 
tion ; wlitch money fince the crown could no longer furnilh, 
it was neceflary that the proprietors fliould. But to this it 
was anftvered, that hitherto the proprietors had been no 
gainers by that trade, had no general accounts made up to 
them of it ; and, according to the confe/Iion of the diretAors 
themfclves, were to liave received no fuch account if this ac- 
cident had not happened, by which they alTcrted, that their 
properties had already loA one half of Uieir value, and might 
very probably lofe part of the other half ; fo that they were 
leaA in a condition to pay when this demand was made, whicli' 
would have teen fufficiently grievous even in the midA of 
peace, and when their aftions were hrgheA *. 

Mr. Orry told them in retur^, that they had no reafon to 
complain of the king, or his miniAers, who had hithertoA''-^ 
fupported this trade for their adv.mtage, without their contri- f 
buting tolt at all : that, if they had received no profits from 
their trade, it was becaufe no profits had accrued ; and this 
not through any ill management, or becaufe this commerce thetrpro^ 
had not been c'arricd on to great advantage, but by reafon of pofitiovs 
that immenfc load of debts which lay upon them at their ttji fup* 

cAabliftunent, and which the profits of the trade were to pay port c/ the 
oiT ; and the, prodigious expence the company had heen at, trade. 
both in Europe and in the Indies, for putting their commerce 
on a folid and certain footing ^ ; that to remove doubts upon, 
this fubjeff intirely, and that they might be fatisfied o^ the 
truth of thefe particulars, a general account of their trade 
fiiQuld be laid before tliem, by which they*w^uld fee, that, 
though flowly, it had been continual!]^ improving, and that 
of late years efpecially it had thriven exceedingly c. From 
which alfo they might be fatisfied, that even at pr^ent it was ' 
fo far from being in a defperate condition, that, notwithAand- 
ing an immediate fum wfts necelfary for carrying it on, yet 
there was no danger of their being called upon for another 
fupply, lince what was now afited would be fufficient to put 

■ Thislfaranguc was printed in the Gazettes.^ • From pri- 
vatednformation. ° liiftQire des Indes Orientales, tom. ui. 
p. 374. < Mercore hiftori^ue et politique, ubi fupra. 
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the company into a condition to maintain itfelf without in< 
treiiching upon their dividends, which fhould for the future 
be as regularly paid as they had been in times paft It is 
from this general account that Grangers, as well as the pro- 
prietors, have come to fo diOinft a knowlege of their affairs, 
flncc, had it not been for diis unexpeAed accident, they 
would never have let the world into the truth of an affair 
which they had concealed with fo much care for fo many 
years, which nothing but neceffity could force theip to re- 
veal, and which had fuch immediate bad efie^s as they very 
well forefaw it would ; noc\v ithflanding that,t.all things con- 
fidered, the proprietors had lefs grounds to complain than 
they imagined; and, if their great ex peftarions were defeated, 
they had at leafl the fatisfaflion of knowing that they had 
been better ferved all this time than their predecejlbrs had 
ever been at any other ; and, after all, there wa^ a better 
profpefl than ever, if they could but have a rttifonable de- 
gree of patience, and bear with fome kind of temper a mif- 
lortunc that would admit of no other remedy tlian what the 
miniftcis propofed ' (S). • 

The 

** Hiftoire des Indes Oricntales, tom. iii. p. 375. From 

private information. 

(S} The reader will no doubt ter, if not in its principles, at 
snake many reflexions upon leafl; in its adminiuration ; and, 
thefe matters of faX, which are where trade declines, it (hews 
fo Angular and extraordinary, that either the government is 
and will in all probability not altered for the worfe, or that the 
take it amifs if we drop la few executive part of it is in bad 
hints upon the occafion. It mail hands. We may from hence 
certainly feem very furprifing alfo perceive the tendernefs of 
that the minifters of a monarch public credit, whiefi, tho' fuf* 
fo jealous of his noricy flionld tained for fo many years by the 
condefeend to enter imp a dif- regular payment of dividends, 
enflion of their own condoX, could not bear fo fmall a check, 
and that of their predecefibrs, even when fo much pains were 
with fo much mildnefs and roo- taken to render the motives of 
deration; which demonftrates, it apparent. The par of the 
in the moil fcnfible manner, how Frtndi aXions was i coo livres $ 
clofely commerce is conneXed and the whole capital, confining 
with hbert>, and how ncceflary of Afty-oncthouiand, amounted 
it is to admit one, in order to to feventy-fix millions and a* 
obtain the other. Whence it half; and, as the company re- 
may pafs for a certain rule in ceived annualjy eight milfiona 
politics, thatwhcrctradetbiivcs, from the farmers general, this 
tiitgoverWent grows ilady bet war a fufficient fund for their 

dividend 
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The worA conTequeace that attended this afToir, with re- IVbat con^ 
fpe£l to the nation and theVompany^ was, the letting sXi'Eu^ ff quinces 
rqpe fee that this commerce was a tWng not to be carried on uttcndeJ, 
in France, as in other countries, by a fociety of private per- 
Tons incorporated by public authority, but muft be direfted, 
upheld, and managed, by minifters, or at leaft in fubordina- 
tion to them ; fo that whereas in other countries trade fup-’^^]^, 
ports the Aate ; in this, on the contrary, trade cannot flouriih, fjjgg 
or even fubfifti but from the attention, and thro* the aifiA- operated, 
ance, of the Aate As to the company, it fhewcd, that, 
notwithftanding appearances, it w^ very far from being upon 
a level with omcr companies, though never any of tlum in 
any country had been fo much cherlfhed, or received fuch 
fupplics from the government that gave them being ; yet, 
after all, this affair, which made fo great a noife at the time, 
pjfK^ over eafier than could have beenexpeAed ; the proprie- 
tors, after a Jittle murmuring, fubmitted to what they could 
not help ; and, by the afliftance of a few lotteries, are pretty 
well extricated from the difficulties brought upon theiq by 
this declaration 8. To fay the^ruth, their ftock, even fince 
the return ot peace, has not rifen fo higft as it was before ; 
but then jt has rifen as high as could be expected, and the 
regularity of their fales and dividends has been again rc- 
Aored ii. 


f HiAoire de la Compagnie des hides, p. 157. s See 
the Gazettes, and other periodical piccet* fince. January 1, 
> 7 S 7 * adions oftheEail India company were 1757. 


dividend at ten per cent, fo that 
we need not wonder at their ad> 
vanced price. But when, upon 
this fhock, they fell to half their 
incrinfic value, it afforded fuch 
as were able to enter folly into 
the true Hate of things an op- 
portunity of making near twenty 
per cent, of their money, excla- 
ftVe of their expectations from 
the Fajf India trade i and very 


probably foreigners a^'aHed 
themrelves of this conjun£iure. 
Whedicr the company remains 
in chat lltuation into whidi fhe 
was put by this exigency of 
Hate. 01* wtfttller fhe has fince 
receive^ tlie like afliftance as 
formerly the met with from rhe 
minUlry, is what we cannot de<* 
ckie With any certainty. 


SECT. 
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SECT. VIII. 

Hiftory of the Cmpanfs Proceedings in the In- 
dies, and an accurate Account of their Settlements^ 
and particularly of tbofe two important JJlands^ of 
France, while in the Hands of the Dutch, pled 
Mauritius and of Bourbon, formerly called the Ip 
Mafcarenhas *, the Pains taken to put them into their 
prefent Condition^ and the prodigious Advantages ac* 
crutngfrom thefe new Eftabhfhments. 


*rhe prefent IT muft be alfo allowed, that, ia the courfe of the laft war, 
pale of the ^ the ft v/itA government took p&rticular careof the company’s 
tomp»ny coiiccms in the Indies^ and fupplied them with a fufficient 
of the In- force not only to defend thcmfclves, but to aft oih^nAvely, as 
dies, ft- ijg fegjj ju another place ; as, oft the other hand, the 
tUmnti iutrufted with t^e direftioii of affairs, as well in 

mrre7/t as ill the Indies, maiiifcfted their zeal and dili- 

all parts, 6®”^® prcfervatioft of the places with which, they were 
*. intrnfted, though vigorouily attacked. As we have now 
condufled this hiftory, from the carlieft endeavours of the 
French to fix a correfpondence with thefe remote countries, 
fo there remains only one thing more to be done, and that is, 
to deferibe their pofle/Iions in Africa, in the Indies, and in 
Europe, which have a reference to this commerce ; arid then 
the reader will be able to judge for himfclf as to the future 
profpefl: of this nation in reference to a branch of trade, 
which, for about a century and a half, has been the great 
obje{^ of her defires and endeavours, which has employed 
theikill and diligence of her ableft minifters, and 'which has 
coft her infinitely' more than was expended by other nations, 
that have managed it yith incomparably better fnccefs. Thefe 
are points extremely worthy of our knowlege at prefent, and 
which bid very fair* for occupying alfo the attention of pofte- 
rity t fo that none can with better title pretend to a place in 
Univerfal Hiftory, which ought to give an idea of whatever 
has occupied, or may hereafter occupy, the arms or councils 
of thofe nations moft confpicuous for wealth, power, and in- 
fluence, and moft likely to exert thcmfelves in the improve- • 
ment and augmentation of thofe in times that are to come, of 
which no true judgment can be formed but by reflewing 
upon what has already paft, and confidering attentively what 

wc 
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VP^e Are 'next to rcprefent, that is, the Hate they are now 

in. 

We will begin oiir account of the places a^ffually in the AnctcfMvt 
pciTeffion of the perpetual cotnpany of the Indies with a de*e^^^ifle 
imptfon of the Island of France, which feems to belong of France, 
to this fodety in a peculiar manner, as not being included in 
tbe concefflons made to any of the old Bqfi, India companies. 

We mtght.alfo, if that was at all necefliii-y, juftify this method 
by obferviflg, that, though it has not been above thirty years 
fetded by the French, it is alntoH one hundred and twenty 
years fmoe.thejbhad fome intentions of fixing there; and that 
it was in coniequence of their difappointment in this diefign 
that they Went GrU to the illand of Madagafcar, as will here- 
after appear \ In order to make this account as complete as 
poiTiMe, that from hence the vaine and importance of this 
fettlement, which is at prefent very confiderablc, which, if 
the beft judges may be believed, is like to became more fo 
every day, and of which notwhhfianding we have no tolera- 
ble defeription even in the beft modern books of geogrilphy, 
we will begin with giving the deader a fuccinft but clear 
view of the fituation, nature, and quality, of this ifiand. 

We will next enter into a fiiort liiftory of its pofleflbrs, from 
the time it was firft difeovered by the Europeans* We will 
then Ihew how it came into the polTeflion of the French, 
what improvements it has received fince it Ciunc into their 
hands ; and from what motives it is at preient beheld in a 
light fo very diffcrciit from that in which it was before looked 
upon by the moll intelligent European nations, and even by 
the maritime powers. 

The Isle of Francf, lies in the latitude of twenty and Tltretu- 
twenty-one degrees foiuh, having the illanil of Bourbon, rai hij.(,rf 
which is the nearell land, to the ibutli-well; the illancf of 
Diego Ruys*Qn the north-eall ; the Indian cx:^an direflly open 
TO the north ; the great idaiid of Madagafcar, and the con- 
tinent of Africa, on the w'eft ; and thtf unknown fouthern 
continent on the call The climate is pretty warm, but 
withal very wholfome ; the uii ferenc, and very little expolcd 
to hurricanes, of wluch they have ieldom more than one, and 
fometlmes not that, in a year. The foil is generally fpeaking 
red and Hony, very mountainous tow'ards the fca-coalls, but 
W'ithin land there are many fpots both fiat and fertile. The 
whole extent of the idaiid is about fifty leagues, and the form 

^ Relation dv Yoyare de FRAN901S Cavche, dc Rouen, en 
rifle de Madagafcar, Ifles adjacentes, et Cotes d'Afrique, p. i. 

* Geographic Modeme, par .-leRi.HAM du So is, p Si 8. 

• nearly 
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nearly circular. Some of the mountains are prodigjottfly 
high, and their fummits coi'crcd with fnow all the yeaf 
rounil They make, however, no defpicable appearance^ ^ 
ihey are cloathed with trees of difierenc kinds, that eatertaio 
the eye with perpetual verdure. The whole ifland is well 
watered, or at Icaft there is no part but may be fo, by the 
proper application of art and induilry in its inhabitants 
JJlvan- This country produces all the trees, fruits, and -herbs, 
ittges ani which grow' in this part of the globe, and in great^ plenty; 
cQmnmdi- but it was and is Aili famous for its ebony, efteemed the moft 
iiVi* folid, clofe, and Aiming, pf any in the world. Befides the 
black, which is the moA valuable, and indeed particularly' 
diAingulAied in Europe by that name, there are alfo trees of 
the fame kind which are red, and others of a citron co- 
lour (M). Groves of oranges, both fweet and four, are 
common, as well as citrons ; and the pine-apple grows fpon- 
taneoufly in very great perfeftion. It is true they have but 

Voyage de Leguat, tom. ii. p. 64, 6^. " billionaire 

de Commerce, tom. ii. col. edit, a Geneve 1750. 

(M) It ii a point ftrongly it is not either fo clofe or fo 
difputcd, whether the ebony heavy as the black, yet it is 
known to us be the fame with very beautiful, and wrought 
chat mentioned by the antients, with more eafb. In the Weft 
with whom it was in great cre- Indies they have a kind of green 
die, not b.ircly as a beautiful ebony, which is not only va- 
kind ot wood, but for it« phy- lu.ible for the ufes before-men> 
heal ufes, more cfpecially in tioned. ^t alfo confidercd as 
curing difcafes of the eyes (95). an ingredient in dyeing, af- 
J'bony, during the greateft part fording a deep, rich, and Arong 
of the l.'.ll century, was in very colour (97). The citron-co- 
high elleem in France; info- loared ebony, of which there 
inu?h, that they gave then the is a great deal in the Ifte ef 
name of cboniits to fuch as w'e France, is frequently very beau- 
iiyk cabinet inaker>, becaufe tifully veined, which enhances 
they chiefly wrough^ in that its price, and renders it a great 
k.nJ of wood (9O).. What con- curiofity ; and yet, after all, 
tr'buced greiciy to link its va- none of thefe woods bear any 
luc,was the dexterity with which thing like the price that they 
it wa’> counterfeited, chiefly by formerly did (98) ; but as this 
llaining pear-tree, filling lip its depends only upon what the 
porcj. and giving it an artificial world calls million, it is not at 
glofs after it was poliflied. The all impoifible, that, fome time 
rod ebony is llylcd Grenadilla or other, they may refuinC their 
by fome writers ; and choagh credit. 

Hee tb'.t at tie'em Dr. I Medicinal DiS,i»nAry. ^ ^ (96) Z>,/?v- 

Kitri-dt eitrnrrcf, edit, 1750. rcm. ii. cal. 1 85 . (97,1 Hifioire natureth del 

lj.ti .-JutUlcf, p. 9Z. (g*!) DiCiUnaire ii Cammerte, t„m, ii. eel, 

* very 
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very little rice, or indeed of any other grain ; but this defe£k 
is, in Tome meafure, fupplied |by admirable potatoes, and 
other nourlQiing roots, but more efpecially of late by the 
planting of Manioc from Brazil ^ (N). There is a fuiHcienc 

quantity 

* Memoire de La Bourdehnayb, tom. i. p. 18. 

(N) The favaees of Br/ijtl ufe. The root is not unlike a 
Ciill thif root, in tlieirown Ian- parfnip, and tureid with a lac> 
guagc, Manieca, from whence teous juice. Aner it is taken 
arc derived alUthdt variety of oift of the ground, it is put into 
denominations, under whi^ it an hand-mill with iron teeth, 
is known to the learned and and turned by two men, and 
unlearned, the bare recital of ground to meal, which is after- 
which would take up a line or wards fubjefted to a prefs, by 
two. The moft common name, which all the fuperfluous and 
however, an^ngll Engiijb writ- noxious humour is evacuated, 
ers is Manihot ; and, for its ge- and the mafs left quite dry : 
neral ufe, deferves to be more this done, they pafs it through 
largely infiAed on ( 99 ). The a fieve, called Urupeba, then fet 
inhabitants of Hifpaniolat and % over the hre in a llat-bot- 
ot])cr ilhtnds, are not defticute tomed veiTel of earth or copper, 
of this plant, the root of which and ftir it about till it is duly 
they call Tuea^ but the Mexi’- drefled. What is half drelTed « 
cans ftyle it ^mnbeamotUt and, is Hill moift and efculent, and 
after it is prepared and reduced they call it Farinha relada^ that 
to flour, Citfavi, as we are af- is, meal drefled, but not dried, 
fuicd by Monardcs. All the What remains, and is intended 
other people of America, from to be referved, they keep ftir- 
Fiotida even to the flreighcs of ring over the fire, till it is per- 
Mageilan, make their bread of feflly dried ; for the drier and 
it, [hough they are not deflitute better drefled, the more durable 
of the frumentaceous grain it becomes. The plant being 
called May% (too). The Ma~ prefled, yields a liquor, trilled 
vibot, whith is natural to by the natives which 

//, and theic molt carefully poured into •a ^eflel, after two 
cultivated, is a flirubby plant, hours flicks to the bottom : 
n hich glows from five to eight hence i? produced another fort 
feet in height, with a woody, of meal, better than the for- 
tvvided, nodous, brittle flalk, mcr, and yielding more Hour, 
containing a pith like that of this they call cream of fipisca. 
aldci ; the leaves arc digitated Of the water of this meal, what 
like thole of the lupine, or fubfides to the bottom ferves 
black hellebore j the flowers to make a fort of comlit, called 
pentapctalous, and of a pale 7ipioceto, of an excellent tafle : 
ycIlow-ccHour i the feeds like there is alfo a fort of gum, or 
that of the licinus, but of no rather amyluni, which I'erves 

(90) Stt thi article in Dr. Jar •\t Med.y.nil DiBi»r.ary. (V-''. 
de I'/jU FfpagniU eu S, Ditu ng-n r.m, l. f. 67, * 

Moo.bU.>T. VcL. XI. K for 
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quantity of black cattle, and plenty of vcnifon, wild fowl in 
abundance of different kinds. The lakM, rivers, and the 
fea that furrounds it, are full of fifh of different forts, many 
of them large, wholfome, and delicate. It was formerly fa- 
mous for land and fea tortoifes, of an enormous fize, the 
Hefh, eggs, and (hells of which were excellent, but thefe are 
now become more rare. However, it may, upon the whole, 
be (lyled, if not a rich, yet a pleaiant and plentiful country, 
where the inhabitants, with a rcafonable degree of ^are and 
pains, may be furnilhed with all the ncceharies, and even 
convcniencics, of life ; more efpecially, (ince it is now an- 
nually vifited by vefTels from Europe and the Indies, We 
(hall conclude this.defcription with obferving, that it does nut 
harbour either ferpent, frog, toad, or other venomous ani- 
mal. The moll difagreeable creatures therein were bats of a 
prodigious (Izc, which fome old writers of voyages ftyle fly- 
ing cats ; but thefe arc, in fomc meafure, cxtrryuted P (O). 

Some 

P Voyage deLEGV^T, tom. ii. p. 7c — 72. 

for the fame ufe. This liquor hence, why the introducing of 
Manipuera is moft greedily co> this kind of improvement, at- 
veted by all forts of animals, tended with much labour, fome 
for its plcafant and fweet tafti^ difficulty, and the great ad- 
but is prefent death to them ; vantages of which could not be 
yet, what is (Irange and re- immediately underliood, met 
markable, while it remains un- with fome oppofition ; as alfo, 
prelTed in the root, nouriibes that, after the culture was be- 
every animal except man. Be- come a little familiar, the dif- 
fidos the former preparations; of ferent methods of curing, pre- 
tUe root dried in the fun, there ferving, and preparing the Ma~ 
is made another fort of meal ( i }, nioCf were thoroughly difFufed, 
and'uwhitilh flour, which make and peoples palates in general 
fine white bread and bifeuits, reconciled to this (ort of diet, 
as good as thofelmSde of wheat, it grew into univerfal accepta- 
and very much refembli^g them, tion and efteem , more efpecially 
The root referved iiitire, with- as, with due care and attend- 
out grinding, ferves to feed ance, the annual crop might al- 
cattle and beafla of burden, ways be depended upon (a). 

The plant is roiferably infefled (O) We have, in Leguat's 
by worms, and whole fwarms Voyages, a very good deferip- 
of ants, and not only the (talks tion of this ifland, upon which 
and leaves, but the very roots, himfelf and his companions re • 
are greedily devoured by wild (ided for fome time (4). Thefe' 
beads, as well as domellic ani- people failed {rotsiHo/jandf^ufy 
mats. It is eafy to difeern from 10th, 1690, ^with a view of 

(l) Hifii Brafil p, 93, (2} Vyagt aux Jjles de VAmniqutf par Latat, 

##»• i, f, 379—384* (3) eau Indn Ormtaletf tm, li. p. 64, 65. 

fettling 
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Some antient geographers living mentioned ia Ukad in Miy/aits 
thefe fens, called Cerne, this probably gave occaiion to the this 
Portuguefe to beiiow* that name on the i/land of which 
are fpcaking, notwithftanding that Pliny exprefly places It hy 
in eighteen degrees thirty minutes of fouth latitude ; fo that Po««- 
for this, as well as other reafons, we may pronounce them¥“y:*^f 
in a iniftake. They difeovered it in the beginning of 
fixteenth century; and, according to their ufual cuftom, 
put on Aiore fome hogs, goats, and fowl, that they might &c. 
multiply, and fupply the neceflities of thofe who Ihould, at 
any time, call there, the ifland befog uninhabited ; and fome 
think that they likewife planted there certain fruits and feeds 
from Europe and the Indies. Be that as it will, there is no 
mention of their occupying it any further ; and in reality, 
confidering the extenflve empire they* held, the numerous 
enemies thc'y had to cope with, and the fmallnefs of their 
own numbers, we may much rather wonder that the Portu- 
guefe fought out and deferibed fo many countries as they did, 
than that they reduced and fettled no more. However, what 
they did ferved to make the pla?e remarkable, and the hutch 

fettling in* the ifland of Maf in the greatefl plenty and per-* 
carekhast now flylcd the ifland fefiion, and other natural ad- 
of Bourbon, and which, if they vantages, were undiminiihed ]>y 
could have fettled, they pro- the refort thither of llrangers : 
pofed CO have called the ifland for the candid reader will di- 
of Eden ; but Ending that in the llinguilh between the times in 
hands of the Premb, eight of which the feveral accounts we 
them were put on fliore on the have of this country were given, 
defliit ifland of Diego Buys, or, and not conclude fo ralhly as 
as they llylcd it, Rodriguez, fome have done, that bccaufc 
where they remained two years modern travellers fee none of 
and twenty-one days, and at thofe prodigious tortoiies that 
length, growing weary of the were able to^move with four 
lolitary life tliey led there, ven- men upon thcTr Batks, therefore 
tured, in a vcfltl of their own the old rolations are falfc or ex- 
framing, to fail to the ifland of aggerated j whereas, by com- 
Maurttifs, then in the hands of paring the deferiptions of rhele 
the Dutch. We may, from their two iflands, in the Hale they 
deferipnon ol the ifland of Diego were both about fi*ty years ago, 

Rb\;, which is equally copious it will appear highly probable, 
and curious, frame a juft notion that the old accounts are as ac- 
of that ifland of which we are curate, and as authentic, as any 
fpeaking, before it was fettled that have been fince publifh- 
by ^ Europeans, when the land ed (4}. 
and tea (ortoifes \gere met with 

( 4 ) ne rea hr may he Jat'nfitA of this, hy confultlag tie autiors tbdt tee ia^e 
etted in the order of time in which thfy vijited thefe ptaeeu 

K 2. had 
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had it early in their charts, p well as another ifland, called 
St, Apollonia^ With which this has likewife been confounded, 
and which is now very juiUy believed a fiction, fince modern 
feamen could never meet with any fuch ide i (F). 

Vijitidhy The Dutcht in the fecond voyage they made to the Eaji 
Dutch, /ndrVj, tinder the command of the Admiral James Cornelius 
nnbofetili Vanneck, came thither, on the i8th of September 1598, with 
in it, and five ftiips, and anchored in a fafe port, capable of containing 
.fifty large veffels. They found the country, which probably 
ufen i)een for many years undifturbed, abounding with cattle, 

Maum. fruits; fo\hat they landed fuch of their crew 

Tivs. ^ fpeedily recovered : and, having fupplied 

themfelves with all kind of reffclhments, and bellowed the 
name of Warwick's Haven on the port where they anchored, 
in honour of their vice-admiral, tlicy continued their voyage, 
and entered, as an ufeful obfervation in their journals, that 
this ifland might be as commodioufly vifited ^by outward- 
bound (hips as that of St, Helena in their return ^ Bur 
though many of their countrymen reaped the benefit of this 
advice, and though they 'named this ifland after Prince 


P- 


^ Geographic moderne, par Abraham Du Boia, p. 818. 
Voyages de la Compagnie des Indcs Orientales, tom. ii. 
* 57 - 


(P) We find in Hondius's ge- 
neral map of J/rica all the 
three iflands mentioned in the 
text, very tolerably laid down; 
that of which we are particu- 
larly fpeaking is thus marked, 
I.ido Sime, alias Mauritii In- 
fula, and is placed in the lati- 
tude of fomewhat more than 
twenty degrees fouth, and in 
the longitude of feven^-nine 
degrees. In this map there is 
no name given to the ifland of 
liafearenhas. InDanckerf^mn^ 
of Africa, publiflied at Amjler- 
dam in 1661, we have that now 
called the ifle of Bourbon, laid 
down fome degrees more to the 
fouth than it ought to be, under 
the title of I. do Mafearenhas, 
and to the north weft lies an- 
other .ifland, called St, Apollo- 
niai which Ihews, thacthongh 


this map is very beautiful, and 
well engraved, yet it is not at 
all accurate, or to be depended 
upon. In the map of Mada- 
gafear, taken from Sanuto, and 
publiflied by Nicholas Sanfon, 
there are two large iflands, to 
which the name of Mafearenhas 
is given in common, and to the 
north' weft of them is an ifland, 
ftyled S. Apollonia, otherwife 
the ifland Maurice. In De 
LiJIe'z, and the bell modern 
maps, the ifland of Mauritius 
is placed, as it ought to be, 
between the latitudes of twenty 
and twenty-one degrees fouth, 
and in the longitude of. between 
feventy-four and*fevcnty five 
degrees ; and the ifland cA Mnf- 
carenhas liej fouth-welt from 
thence, without any mention of 
St, Apollonia at all. 


/j, ’ ■ 
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Maurice of Najfau, yet it was ne^ forty years before they 
thought of fettling there ; an4 were then juft before-hand 
with the French, who aAually fent a ve/fel thither from 
Dieppe for the like purpofe, who found the Dutch in poilef- 
fion, and very bufy in raifing a fort, that might command 
the haven, and the place where ftiips took in water • (O ). 

About the year 1640, the Dutch had two or threeTittle Dutch 
fettlements, belides. their fort, upon the ifland ; but wanting W 
ilaves to cultivate their plantations, they fent over a bark to 
Mada^fcar, where the French had juft begun to plant, and 
prevailed upon the governor, a^d another officer, to fteal 
fifty blacks, of thofe that were fettled under their proteftion ; . 
which fcandalous breach of faith proved the ruin of both 
colonies, for the people of Madagafcar never had any confi- 
dence in the French aftenvards * ; and as for the negroes that fettlement, 
were carried to Mauritius, moft of them fled into the woods W that 
^ of Mada- 

* Relation da Voyage de FRAN9018 Cavchb, de Rouen, en gafear. 
VTlle de Madagafcar, liles adjacences, et cotes d'Afrique, p. 1. 

^ Hiiloire de grande Iflc de Madagafcar, par Monfie&r Fva- 
couR'i, P. ii. c. 8. ^ 

(Q,) it was with a view to 
the fettlement of this ifland, 
that Francis Cauche, of Rouent 
made his voyage to Madagafcar, 
and the adjacent iflands, of 
which he has given a very en- 
tertaining and inllruftivc ac- 
count. He informs its, that 
they arrived at the ifland of 
Diego Ruys, in the latitude of 
twenty degrees fouth, and forty 
degrees call from Madagafcar, 

June 2^ih, 1638, in which 
ifland they fet up the arms of 
France. From thence they pro- 
ceeded to Mafearenbas, two de- 
grees from the tropic of Capri- 
corn, and fet up the French arms 
there likewife. After twenty- 
fo >r hours flay, they went and 
anchored at 5 /. jtpollonia, one 
degree nearer the line, where 
they found the Dutch fettled at 
a port on* the fonth-caft extre- 
miiy, where they were build- 

(0 Reljtioti Ju Voyagt dt Franph Cooebe, de Rouen, en flJU ie MjJjgofcar^ 

JJieo adj^tcnM, et filet d'AJn^ue, p.i, %, 3 , 

K anl 


ing a fortrefs. The next day, 
they went to the nortli-weft end * 
of the ifland, where they found 
an Englifl? vefTel of five hundred 
tons, and carrying twenty- eight 
pieces of cannon, homeward- 
bound, from Bantam, laden 
with fpice, the crew of which 
offered to afllfl him in difpof- 
fefling the Dutch', which pro- 
pofal thev did not think nt to 
accept. This author aflufts us, 
that the bats in the ifland of 
Mauritius afc as big as crows, 
and their heads refembling 
foxes, nailing by a claw at 
the end of their wing on the 
branch of a tree, whenever they 
fleep, or incline to refrefh them- 
felves. He alfo affirms, that 
there were thornbacks in thefe 
feas of fuch prodigious magni- 
tude, that one of them would 
ferve three hundred men (5). 
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and mountains, where they became what in the Indies they 
call Marons, that is, outlawsjor banditti ; and as they readily 
afforded Ihelter to all who w’ould join them, the Dutch, not-* 
withAaiiding they had a conAant garrilbn of fifty men in the 
fort, were continually expofed to their infiilts and depreda- 
tions, which, with other incidental calamities, made them 
weary of the place, where, through the company’s parfimon)', 
but chiefly through their own lazinefs, they were fometimeS 
in great want, notwithftanding that ebony bore a good price, 
they w'cre alfo able to have raifkl confidcrable crops c/t' indico 
and tobacco. At length therefore they quitted the iHand, 
but whether gradually or *all at once, is a Tittle uncertuin, 
and left the wild negroes in poileilion, who kept, notwith- 
lianding, for the moA part, in their faAneffes, from whence 
they falAed upon the crews of fuch Aiips as came thither for 
refrefhments, and often furprlfed and cut them oA' ; which 
occafioned fuch complaints at Batavia, that the^ general and 
council came at length to a refolution, that the aland Aiould 
be refettled, believing that fuch precautions might be taken, 
us would obviate all the obj^ions railed againA the colony 
at Naw'itius 


T/vDutch I'His was accordingly done, and three eAahliflimcnts 
refettle tlx formed, one on the north-eaA, another on the foiith*-wcA tx- 
i/land, but trcmity of the iflandi and a third upon that which is called 
<ix.ereaga n the Black River. To this place Aate criminals were fre- 
conJlrameJ quently baniflied, from Batavia and other colonics, and or- 
to ^uit^ It. given for ereffing a Aone fort, with magazines and 

\varehoufes, for the convenicncy of fuch Dutch fliips as touched 
there ; which very quickly put things upon a better foot than 
they had been. The feeds'of mifehief, however, remained, 
and fome new ones began to take root, and difplay thcmfelves 
very, apparently. On the one hand, the Marons remamed 
lords of the interior j^art of the ifland, fo that the Dutch w'ere 
forced to confii>cithcirfettlemcnts to the fea-coaAs, and this 
led them very naturally to an illicit trade. AmongA thofc 
who were baniAied tnithcr, forac were very fkilful in this 
kind of traffick, the ^vernor’s allowance was but fmall, his 
pcrquilltes not very large, and therefore he was but fel- 
dom able to withAand temptation. Englijh, French, and 
Pcrtugfic/e Ailps met with Arange accidents, which obliged 
them to put into Mauritius to refit, though tlie inhabitants 
had hardly any ihiog better than canoes, nor fo much as a . 
dock or a yard where they could build a bark, buf they had 


« fsQm private information, which may be depended on. 

magazines. 
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magazines, into and out of which goods could be conveyed 
With Angular dexserity. Aboi|t the beginoiDg of the current 
century, the directors of the Dutch Eq/t InSa company in 
Holland came to have fo thorough an underAandiog of the - 
praffices at Mauritius, that they refolved to withdraw the 
colony ; which was accordingly done, fome fay in 1 703 
and others, with more probability, in 1710 x ; and thus the 
Dutch government and the name of Mauritius were extin- 
guilhed together. 

We* have no diftinfb account at what time, or in what Granted, 
manner, the French took pofMiqp of this deferted ifle ; but h the title 
it muft have Wn during the fpacc that the old Eaft India tjf the 
company’s privileges fubfifted, fincewefind it conveyed, with p ^ 
the reft of that company’s territories, to the company of the 
Indies, by the name of the Isle ^France 't', yet 
was not formally taken till more than two years after ; the fndSes, hy 
edi£f for ugiting the company being in May 1719, and the^Evvis 
monument of pofteffion taken, and the new name impofed, XV. 
crefted by the Chevalier De Fougeray, is inferibed Sefitember 
the 3d, 172! It Teems tha4 other cafes, the 

French government had a mind to make the world believe, 
that to J^egiii and perfeft was the Tame thing; for, by an 
edi^, dated two months after polftftion was thus taken, a* 
provincial council was ere^d in the Isle of France, de- 
pendent, however, upon that of Bourbon, the council there 
being declared fuperior upon this occafton ; and the Sieur 
Dc Nyon, governor of the Isle ^France, w'as dircfled to 
take his oath of office in the fuperior council of the Isle of 
Bourbon, before lie prefumed to take his feat in his own, 
where lie u as to be allifted by fix counfellors, which might 
very probably be the belter part of all the mafters or heads 
of families in the IllanJ ‘ (R). • 

• - But, 

• • 

w Hamilton's Account of the Eaft Indies, vol. i. p. 19. 

* Didlionaire dc Commerce, tom. ii. cd!. 186. ^ Hiftoire 

dc la Compagnic des Indes, p 581. * Le grande DifUonaire 

Geographique ct Critique, par M. Bauzen la Martiniere, 
tom. iv. p. 1 So. * Iliiloire de la Compagnie des Indes, 

P- 

(R) We arc very fore that half of his moft Cbriftian Ma- 
the French were not polTefted of jefty and the French Eajl India 
this ifland in the fummer of Hie company, thoflgh, as to the 
ye|r lyiy; but we are no iefs exaft time or manner, we can 
fure, that, verx^foon after, the affirm nothing diftinftly j for 
captain of a (hip from St. Ma- the reader will obf^rve, that 
leie. took pofleftion of it, on be- this tranfient poffeSion is very 

K ^ differean 
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Yet this But, DOtwithftandiDg the magniHcint Bgure it made upon 
JettletRerJ^ paper, the company ot Hbt fondles had much ado to refolve, 

far maav 

years, hut diflFerent frotoi that formal one» 
mentioned in the text. This 


very «»- 

framing, laft feems to have been done by 
and utter/y order, and was performed in 
unprofit- this manner, A large poll; was 
able' fet up in a confpicuoas place, 
and on the top thereof a pole 
forty feet high, with a white 
flag. On the poll wa^ inferibed 
a kind of inllrument of polTef- 
flon, in Latin, to the following 
effeft (6) ; 

Long live Lewis the fifteenth. 
Ring of the Gauls, and of 
Kavarre. Let the King live 
for ever ! vohofe pleafure it 
is to unite this ijland to the 
refi of his dominions, and, in 
trfiimony thereof, to hefiv'i 
on it, for ever, the name of 
the Isle of France. In 
fraije and honour of fo great 
a Prince, Jean napdfle 
. (Gamier de Fougeray, cap- 
tain of the fljip called the 
Triton, native tf the town 
^ St. Maloes, in Little 
Britanny, ereSed tins white 
Jiandard, September z^d, 
1721, and on the id of tio- 
' yember follcwing, with the 
a huffing of God, fet fail from 


hence, on 
France. ^ 


his return to 


We may leafonably fonclude, 
that the edid for fettling the 
provincial council was liTued 
with a view to an eftabliflunent 
upon this ifland, and to give 
fome kind of luftre to the new 
company of the Indies, who, in 
this refped, feem to have pro- 
ceeded exadly on the fcheme 
of their predeceflbrs^ fa|mo£ing 
that whatever plans ^ey formea 


in France might be carried into 
execution in Uiefediftant iflands, 
in fuch manner and form as 
they thought fit to prefcribc, 
provided they were at fuch an 
expence as appeared to them 
requifite for that purpofe ; but 
it feems they were ihiferably 
deceived, and that for a long 
courfe of timellnce, when Mr. 
de la Bourdennaye arrived in his 
government, and expeded to 
h^ye found, according to the 
information of the company, 
four or hve engineers, and fe- 
veral public ftruAures, he was 
not able to meet with one ; for 
though they had been fent 
over, they .were fo little able 
to agree with the council, that, 
except one Mulatto, they had 
all quitted the fet vice. As 
for public works, he found in 
the IJle of France a fmall wind- 
mill, carried up to the height 
of eight feet, but unflniOied, a 
little heufe for an engineer, and 
fome magazines, l^gun four 
years before, the walls of which 
were about as high as a man 
could reach ; in Ihort, about 
three^hundred yards of mafons- 
work i and in the ifland of 
Bourbon, thofe emfSoyed in the 
feryice of the public had been 
indnllrious in ^e fame degree. 
At his departure, he left above 
eleven thoufand toifes of ma- 
fons-work, built under his di- 
redion (7}. All the fuccefs, 
therefore, that the French have 
to boaft in the Indies, has been 
pwing to the fuperior capacities 
pf 8 very few privat^entlemen,' 
who happened fortunately to be 
in their fervice. * 


r6) Le gronde Diffienoire Ceegropbifoe et Critique, par M. Braastn la Mar- 
tuutre, trm iv. p, )8e. (7) Memtire de la Bwrdennay, tarn, i. p, 18— i-i- 

. after 
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after more than ten years trial, whether they /hoold keep 
this potent colony, or leave thf Hland to the wild negroes 
again, as the Dutch had done. To fay the trutli, the 
grounds of this perplexity were by no means trifling. The 
company had furnifhecl all who went thither, either whites 
or blacks, with u ten fils, arms, and provifions, to be repaid 
out of the fruits of their induftry, which were fo great after 
their arrival and eAablilhment, that they could never main- 
tain themfelvcs, but continued a dead weight upon the-com- 
pany. ^t length, in 1735, it was rcfplved to fend over 
Monfieur de la^Boiirdennaye, witl^ the fwelling title of go- 
vcrmr-generaC oi the tflandsj both the councils, by his ad- 
vice, being declared independent, and that fuperior in which 
the governor was prefent Upon his arrival in the IJle of 
France t he found it in as miferable a condition as ever colony 
was, very thin of people, and thofe ignorant, lazy, and fe- 
ditious, as if they had not been as they really were, naked, 
defencelefs, and ftarving. This gentleman went to work 
with all the vigour and public fpirit imaginable, and at the 
ex pence of making .every man sender his command his fecret 
enemy, though they all profefled that he was the wifeft, 
gcnticft, ,and beft of governors, he foon put things to rights, 
and brought the greateft part ot them to believe that he really • 

\yas, what out ot fervile flattery they called him «. 

He fent for young negroes over from Madagafcar^ bred Improved^ 
them up in honeft and religious principles, and then 
ufe of them agalnfl the MarmSf whom he obliged either to 
fubmit, or to quit the illand. He found in the ifland fcarce 
a planter, manufadfurcr, or foldier; he made every able^‘^^^_* 
man that refided there all of tbefe, by Ihewing him, that it by 
was his intereft, and placing the eflence of his own power in Mr. de la 
his example. When he came, there was nothing but cabins ; Bourden- 
jn the fpacc of a few years, befides private habitations, he nayc. 
erefted magazines, aifenals, barracks, fortifications, mills, 
quays, canals, and aqueduAs, partici^arly one that carried 
frefli water down to the port, and to the hofpitals, three 
thoufand fix hundred toifes in length, which etfeftnally re- 
moved the moft troublefome drcumftance that hitherto had 
impeded their thriving. They had never been Ikilful enough 
ro clean or repair the fmallefl veflel for their own fervice, 
but were forced to lay them up when foul or decayed, till 
fome lliijj came in, when they could hire the carpenters to 
do^what they wanted. They had not cither roads, carriages, 

^ Memoire de la Bovrnennaye, tom. 1 . p. 18. < Idem, 

ibid. 
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or £iWiag-]Dills i the ^vemor enabled them to get the better 
of thefe wants, and, in eighteen or twenty months, brought 
down a large quantity of felViceable timber to the port, where 
he prOTid^ yards, wet and dry docks, pontons, canoes, 
Ihallops, and whatever elfe was requifite tor careening, which 
he performed as effedtually as in Europe, In 1737, he 
launched a brigantine; in 1738, he built two good /hips, 
hnd, towards the dole of the year, put one upon the fbchs 
of the burden of five hundred tons. In a word, in four years 
time the port of the IJU of France was as fi( for bifilding qr 
careening as VOrient, the bufmefs as cfiedually done, and 
with more expedition ^ (S). * 

Methods public iervices could never have been brought 

fy which about, if he had not attended, at the fame time, to the per- 
the inhm- fonal interefis, and private advantages, of every planter in the 
bitants ifland. A few inftances will fuffice to fet this important af- 
hame been fair in a clear light. In tiie firfi place, he prevented their 

drawn to being difireii^ for food, that is, for bread, which had 
improve- 


tnents 
agreeable 
to the cotn> 


* Supplement au Momoir^da Sieur de la Bourdennaye, 
P- 5 *. 5 *» 53 « 


pany. 


(S) The reader will very 
probably aferibe it either to par- 
tiality or creduli^, that what 
is advanced in the text, and 
in the laft note, as indubitable 
matters of faft, ftand upon no 
other authority whatever than 
the aflertion of the perfon to 
whofe conduA they do fo much 
honour. To juilify this pro- 
ceeding, and to give the reader 
as much fatisfaflion on this head 
as is poflible, he is delired to 
confider the foRomng remarks. 
Firft, that thefe are not gene- 
ral, vague, indeterminate ac- 
counts of wonderful things 
done, and vaft improvements 
made, but plain, direA, and 
diftinA fa£l6, which if they had 
been falfely afierted, muft have 
turned to Mr. de la Bourden- 
stayers utter confufion. Second, 
ly, that all thefe fads have been 
juridically examined , while 
this gii^eman was a doTe prl- 
fbner in the Baf He, -v/heti his 
8 


enemies had all the 'opportuni- 
ties, and all the provocation 
imaginable, to refute them, not- 
withftanding which, the truth 
of his allegations have been ac- 
knowleged, and certified undei 
thehandsef his judges. Third- 
ly, that the accounts given here 
of the Hate of the French iflands, 
by fuch as had vifited them be- 
fore the year 173J;, agreed ex- 
adly with Mr. Bourdennaye'^ re- 
prefentation, as oid affo the 
drcufflllanccs in which they 
were found by Admiral Bof- 
cawen, when he took a view of 
rhem, in his paiTage with the 
fleet of the Allies to the Eajl 
Indies, Upon the whole, there- 
fore, we muft fay fairly, tliat 
the man of merit is a citizen of 
the nniverfe, and that thofe ac- 
quire fome lhare in him, who* 
have the honefly to own, and 
courage to .fpplaud, his vir- 
tues, 
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often happened before, and was the prinicipai <Aureof dieir 
poverty. He did this, by obliginf them to ^ant five hundred 
feet fquare of Mankc for every black man and their fiimilies. 

At firft they were very averf<^ and ibtne were fo wicked as to 
defiroy thefe plantations, after they were made; but, by de- 
grees, becoming more accufiomed to this diet, they acquired 
fagacity enough to perceive, that brown bread was better 
tlran none. He next prevented their flaughtering cattle at 
random, obliged the crews of the compaAy*8 (hips to be (a- 
tisfied, during their (lay, with fi(h and turtle, when it was 
abfolutdy requifite ; and, by this tpmpornry (hort allowance 
fecured to thcm*pcrpetiial plenty. He put them upon railing 
commodities and manufactures of which they never thought; 
and, amongfi; the reft, he fet on foot fugar-works, for the 
profit of the company, which brought in, when he left the 
illand, fixty thoufand livres a year ^ . 

At.l thefe^ftrange things were performed between i735;Mr.dcfa 
and 1 740 ; and from thence we may account for that other- Bourden- 
wife inexplicable myftery, how die JJland of France cagie to 
be in a condition, when the BrJ^iJh fquadron arrived on its ** , 
coaft, fo diametrically oppofite to all die accounts with which 
*thc mod intelligent perfons here were able to furnifh the 
adminifira'tion. But, for all this, Mr. de la ^^^^rdefinaye-'^^ 
was on the point of being difgraced, when he returned ; the /grn;uis, 
company of the Indies was implacable, the minifters in ge-"^ 
neral prejudiced, and the good-natured Cardinal de Fleury 
vciy four. Mr. de la Bourdennaye infifted upon knowing the 
caufes of all this, and refuted every charge fo clearly, that 
the company had nothing to fay ; the minifters were con- 
vinced, and the cardinal liitisfied. In the courfe of his jufti- 
hcation, he fticwed, that he was never poflefled in property 
of a foot of land ; that he never traded for a fingle livrC ; 

.and that he»had decided but one law-fnit all the rime he was 
governor. He farther Ihcwcd, that the iifhaJbiiants of the 
t/le of France were able to carry on a, legal and beneficial 
commerce, in goods and manufa^ures of their own, both to 
the Indies and to Europe ^ (T). It is now time to ftep om- 

to 

« Di£lIonaire de Commerce, tom. ii. col. 1 207. Supplement 
au Memoire du Sieur de la Bovrdsmmaye, p. 50. ^ Me- 

moire de la Bouroennatb, tom.i, p. 18—25. 

• 

ri^) When wc attentively all thefe vaft alterations were 
Eonfiuer the mctlyods taken by wrought. Numbers of young 
the Sieur de la Bourdennaje, we Ivdiam brought from Madagaf- 
rnay eafily comprehend how Mr, at thirteen or fourteen years 

'ifi of 
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to the other IHand of Bourbon, and fee in how ilrange a 
manner that colony was or^inally formed, and what in pro- 
cefs of time have been the advantages gained thereto, and 
improvements made therein, by the companies to which it 
belonged. 

What the We have already given the reader fome account of the re- 
French peated attempts made by the French to ellablifh a fettlement 
fropo/ed to upon Madagafcar, or the ifle of the Dauphin, as they call it, 
tbem/elws which they kept pofTeflion above one hundred years, and 
to which they yet maintain a title. They had thrlc princi- 
fettlementi attempting this fettlement g : the frft, 

on the fixing a powerful colony in a comm^ious place for 

coafisof carrying on the trade of the Indies, without which they 
Madagaf* judged it in a manner impoflible to make any confiderable 
car. 

> Difeours d"un fidele fujet da Roi, touchant rF.tabliflenicn.t 
d'une Compagnie Francoife pour le Commerce /les Indes OrU 
cntales. 

of age, well treated, and this happy thought of culti< 
brought up to feveral traded, vating commodities of gi oat va* 
were able to perform many jiue, as well in the Indies as in 
things that could never have oughtfoto beefteemed." 

beenexpeiled from black ilaves; The fugar that is raifed here 
and he even engaged thofe un- has a conllant and regular vent 
happy creatures to exert them- zx Surat, as, on the other hand, 
jelves in another manner than cotton and indigo are (laple 
they had done formerly, for the commodities for the home\^ ar«l- 
fake of living more at their bound Ihips (8). In confe- 
cafe, and in fomewhat greater quence, therefore, of thefe im- 
plemy. As the whites rcco- provements, the people of this 
vcied in the hofpital eilablifhed iiland arc enabled to purchafe, 
for the relief of fuch as were in in a great mcafure, all they 
th^ fcrvice of the company of want either from homeward or 
the Indies, they were immedi- outward bound (hips; and in 
ately cmployaid 'lOme way or time, perhaps, as the idand be- 
other for their own bqpefit, an.d comes more populous, and con- 
that of the colony ; lo that all fcquently more llourilhmg, they 
improvements weie difpofed in may be encouraged to under- 
fuch a manner, as not only to take difeoveries in thofe fouth- 
go on together, but to afliil, and ern countries which wc have 
to facilitate each other. How- before mentioned, as being at 
ever, if in the circle of the lead as well, if nut better, litu- 
Sicur de la Bourdfftnayi fcheme ated for that puspofe, than any 
there was any circumiiance other people upon the globe 
more excellent than another, (9}. 

(8) Supplement au Mems'ire du Sitnr de la Bwrdiimaiifiip. so, qi. (9) See 
tlfi lajt ckaptev ef Flacwrt's Ihftory uf Medogafear, tn wbicb tkst point is very 
fully treat^y 

progr^. 
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progrefs, knowing well that they.lhould be warmly oppofed 
by the European nations alread]! in polTe/fion of this com- 
merce. In- the 7iext place, they conceived that a very pro- 
fitable intcrcourfe might be carried on with this illand which 
would be highly beneliclal to their navigation, augment the ‘ 
number of their feamen, increafe their (hipping, and, in many 
other lerpctfls, facilitate their fehemes for extending their 
trade ; and lajHy, they propofed, by making this efVablilh- 
meiit th« centre of their commerce, to put it into fo good a 
condition, as not only to anfvver all the ends of affording pro- 
teftioii and rcfrelhment to all their* outward and homeward 
bound Eaji fud/a Ihips, but farther flattered themfelves that 
the colony might be rendered fo populous, and the towns and 
fortrelics fo defenfible, as in cafe their fiiccefs in the Indies 
ftiould pravoke the maiitime powers to endeavour their dc- 
ftrnefion even by open force, they might find fuch a refift- 
anee here as*would eifeftually preferve that trade when it 
fhould be acquired (V). 

These 


(V) All the great confequenc^s 
refulcingflom a thorough plan- 
tation of Madag^car, and the 
proper means of bringing this 
about, were very well under- 
flood by the fervants of the old 
Fnft Jfidia company, tho' they 
did nat publifli them with fo 
much pomp and eloquence to 
the world as the perfons ern- 
pluyetl by Mr. Colhtrt, which 
iiuli.cd had a good cHefl in 
making the generality of peo- 
ple undeiHand what mighty 
improvements it v/as poflible to 
make in this large country, while 
more penetrating people faw, 
;>c tlie very flimc time, that the 
whole c.'ipit.il of the company 
was hardly fuflicient to carry 
tiu projcfl of the fcttlementfi in- 
to tlioi'ough execution, that no- 
thing very confidctablc could be 
projected, in the company’s fa- 
vour till theic fctclemencs were 
cohiple.itly made, and the inha- 
bitants in fit cirtuinllanccs, and 


in a proper dirpofltion to carry 
on fuch a commerce as mighc 
be for the company's fervice ; 
and that, as all this would be at- 
tended with a vaft expence of 
money and of time, without the 
poflibility of making any great 
returns, be fobjeft to repeated 
difnppointment, and depend 
altogether, and through the 
whole feries of time, on the wife, 
fteady, and uniform conduct of 
the diredfors at home, aad of 
thofewKom they employed to 
adminifler their affairs abroad, 
they forefaw, and were not at 
all xniftaken, that how beauti- 
ful (fo), how feafible foever 
the plan might feem in theory, 
it Would meet with little or no 
fuccefs when it came to be car- 
ried into praflce. We mull not 
be too hally in concluding from 
hence, to the prejudice of the 
French nation, fince, if we con- 
fjder how many years were fpent 
what a fucceflion of focieties 


>57 


(i-i) 11 . Jit -f IitJtt Orientaftt, Um, ii' p. 119. 


arofe. 
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7beir ex- These notions were indeed lofty and magoiliGent, worthy 
feaatims of their authors Rkhliea ana Colhertt and, at the fame time, 
mt impro- they were hir from being unnatural or impracticable. The 
habits yet climate, tho* not fo healthy and pleafant as they reprefented it, 
a- however tolerable ; the foil wonderfully fruitful ; there 
bertive, wanted not good ports ; all the neceflaries of life were to be 
had in abundance ; and, to fay nothing of gold, iron, lead, 
all which however there are certainly mines in that illand ; 
cotton, wax fugar, black and white pepper, tobaccoy indigo, 
ebony, and a great variety of other valuable commodities 
might have made this place anfwered not only all their 
expences in fettling it, but even their moft fanguine cx- 
pe^tions. That it did not anfwer them is very certain ; but 
that the defeCf was not in the country, but in themfelves, 
their beft writers agree. That the fcheme they went upon 
was rational, and not fo only, but abfolutcly ncccfihry, time 
and experience have- iince made appear, but t*iicy Hand in- 
debted for the advantages they now poirefs to chance, and ac- 
cident For, tho* they have long ago abandoned Mada- 
gd/caft yet, as we have feeifl they are llill polfelTed of fome 
illands near it, which are of fuch confequcncc, that without^ 
them it would be very difficult for them to prefcrve what 
trade they have in the Indies, as will hereafter appear, tho' in 
the accounts they have given of this commerce, they have 
fcarce mentioned, muchlefs deferibed them. 

Tiir 

" Cavche, Flabovrt, Rennefort, &c. 

arofe, and were ruined in efta- diflribution, and bringing into 
bliihing our colonies of Ftrgi- a thriving condition all the pl:in> 
nia and New England, we lhall tations necclTary in the adjacent 
ealilydifeern how very difficult a iflands, and along the coall of 
thine it is for any nation to fuc- Madagafcar. If foch perfons 
ceed in bringing ,lier firH fo- were not to be had, the blame 
reign cplony to near ; tho\ af- did not lie upon Mi. Colbert, 
ter all, as we have Explained who could only chufe, and had 
things in another place, there it not in his power to make in- 
were fome peculiar improprie- ftruments for this fervice. On 
ties in the temper of tie French the other hand, if the company 
adventurers, which nothing was too mucli in a hurry, in re- 
could have redreffed but their ference to thefe colonics, or if, 
being under the direflion of as the truth feemed to be, thofe 
able, experienced, and difinter- who were fenc thither milbe- * 
efted officers, who, without at- haved themfelves, and ruined 
tempting to meddle with trade, tbedefign, no aiguments cdh bc' 
might have taken all the prepa- drawn from thence in refuta- 
ratory fleps to the procuring an tion of the points advanced in 
extenfive commerce, by aproper the project piibiiflied by that 

' great 
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The ffioft remarkable of thefe that aadeatly caHe^ 

careignct or more correctly, JHqfifrM^as, from i Etoble fsmuly 
of that name io Portugal ; bat the French have given it long 
ago the name of Bwrhon ; it lies in the latitude of tareaty 
pne degrees twenty-three minutes fouth^ and in the loog^ode 
of feventy-fix degrees to the eaftof Madagafiar, and at a 
fmall diftance from the iOand of Maurice, or, as it is now 
Ailed, of France, We have already hinted diat they toudi’d 
at, and llJghtly examined it, even before they attempted Ma* 
dagafcar, but in all probability were detent from fettling 
there, on the ^e of its wanting a port. The iiland of 
Bourbon being in fome parts inacce/fible, the length and 
breadth have not been well determined, but the circum^ 
rence, as a perfoii who refided there feveral months afliued 
us, may be fifty-fevcn leagues, or thereabouts It is for the 

moft part mountainous, but in fome places there are very 
pleafant and beautiful plains. In the fouth part of the ifland 
there is a burning mountain which has thrown out vaA quan- 
tities of bitumen, fulphur, and other combuAiblc materials i 
neither does it ccafe throwing thvm out Aill, fo that the coun- 
try about is ufelefs, and is called by the inhabitants Pays 
"Jlrule, that is, Burnt Land, The Aiore is high and rocky aH 
round, fo that there arc no ports (but there are feveral good 
roads, particularly one on the weft and another on the north- 
caft) which is the greateft difadv^antage it has : as to its 
form, it is irregular, fo that it is difficult to judge from the 
maps whether it be round or long (W). 

' As 


*si 

fien of^he 
ifiandtf 
Mafcar. 
enhas, 
wui caUtd 
the iJU of 

fiourboo. 


^ Tour du Mond, par 1 .. G. de ia Bareinais, tom. iii. 
p. 1 16. ** Relation de T ifle de Bourbon, par Dv Bo is. 


great ftatefm^n's ( 1 1 ) directions, 
which is an observation more 
than once repeated, becaufe it is 
a matter that deferves particu- 
lar attention. 

(W) In the memorial written 
by the Sieur Anthony ^Thaurean, 
who I'lad a commiflion to take 
poiTeflion of this place on behalf 
of the crown of France in 1654, 
it is alTertcd^that the ifland is 
ten leagues "broad and about 
flxty fti extent, this gentleman 
and his companions* making the 

( II ) K£ut fur U Mjnne tt 


tour of it in eleven days. In 
their paflage •>th'jy found the 
nortii-eal^art of the ifland very 
fruitful and pleafant, as well as 
plentifully watered ; and this 
extent of country they judged to 
be about fifteen miles. The 
fouth-caft part of the ifland, 
which they apprehended to have 
been ffill more fruitful and plea- 
fant, and of the extext of twenty 
leagues was entirely burnt and 
confnmed to a coal ; which 
dreadful cffeCl, in their judg- 

fur k Cmmtrctf p. 196. 


ment. 
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JtscUmaii, As to the air, it is equally .pleafant and wholfome, info- 
/M, and much that people live ther| to a vaft age without feeling ei- 
produce, tjjer infirmities or difeafes. This is an excellent efTeA n-om 
a very troublefome caufe, by which we mean the hurricane, 
a kind of ftorm too well known to be defcrlbed here : of 
thefe they have one or two every year, which purge and 
cleanfe the air fo as- to render it highly falubrious ; the cer- 
tainty of which is thus difiinguifiied, that when they fail of 
making their annual vifits, as fometimes they do, the people 
are fickly, and death finds an entrance into the ifiand, which 
otherwife would be foon/jverftocked ^ The climate is hot, 
but not to fuch a degree as might be expe^ied from its fitu- 
ation ; the breezes from the mountains being confiant and 
very rcfreihing ; the tops of thefe mountains are in the winter 
covered with fiiow, which, melting in the fummer, furnifii 
abundance of rivers and rivulets with which the country is 
plentifully watered ; fo that the foil, tho’ not«,very deep, is 
wonderfully fruitful, producing Turkey-corn, and rice twice 
a year, and the latter in vafi abundance. Mofi forts of cat- 
tle are found there good it^^their kind, and very cheap : wild 
goats and wild hogs are found in the woods and on the tops of 
the mountains : vafi plenty they have of wild fowl.of different- 

' Tour da Monde, par L. G. oe la Barbinais, tom. iii. 
p. 127. 


ment, was produced by light- 
nin^. The Ibuth-weil part of 
the ifland they judged to be fix 
leagues, a very tolerable coun- 
try, with a large lake and a fine 
river in it ; but a great proportion 
of the north-well of the ifle of 
Bourbon is reprefented in this 
memorial as iKiinhabitable (iz). 
There was a particular deferip- 
tionof this country under the 
name of the ifland of Eden, pub- 
lilhed in Holland by the direc- 
tion of the Marquis Du ^nefne, 
of which, as it is vifibly calcu- 
lated to reprefent it as a perfett 
Paradife, we efteem it oefl to 
fay nothing, fince it is not from 


fuch kind of account.* that any 
true judgment may be form- 
ed (13). The author of a Jour- 
nal of Mr. Du Slutjnio voyage, 
which in other refi>e£ls is very 
exadl and much eneemed, was 
fo very little acquainted with 
this ifland, that hb confounds it 
with Madagafcar (14), which is a 
proof, that at the end of the I all 
century it was far enough from 
being cOnfidered even by tliofe 
bell acquainted with the Eajl 
India company’s aflfairs ; for 
the author of this Journal, 
who was in their fervice, did 
not look upon it as a place ot' 
any great importance. 


(Jz) Hfftdre de la grande ijlede Madagafcar, par h Situr Flatoartfitap. 8 
(\l) Ftyagt de Legaat, tem,u p, 50, ( 14 ^ J^rnal d'un Vayage aun 

Jade/ Qntntakt, par M. Du Slgefu, tarn. 11. p, 7. 


kinds : 



... .... 

Itbi i .fife «i0k la.'8^ txrfwe the place vnu 

' Ib^.:?in0 iiih«lilt«!it» vaft qttanHmiof Hand tor^ife, a%^uaff at 
.00^ the nkoft dcj^te ai^ nio^ irh<d{boe {bod i ai S> Ird6, 
ibey haiSjC the gpam and ba^o^; oi^gjn aod ciirG^, la- 
marindSk aad ether kiods : oeich^does it ^t ndoable coin« 
mbdicies* particularly ebony^cott^o, n^tepepperVgam bcnja- 
Udo, aloM andtDbacxx>, all excelleatin their kind, when coai« 
with thole of other oouatiies. It is alTo happy in its 
dedciendes, for no venomous creature is to be found ther^^ 
and but\wo that are dilkgreeable to the Tight ; the one lpi« 
ders of the lize of a pigeon's egg^ which weave nets or webs 
ef a prodigiods ftrength, and l^e curious people have 
thought that thele mi^t be fo treated as to become as va* 
hiable as filk ; the other, bats of a mod' enormous iixt, which 
are not only fldnned and eaten, but darned alfo the gxeateft 
-delicacy that they have ; in which opinion, when th^ can 
overcome th^r natural averfton, fo far as to talle them, £u» 
ropeans agree " (X). Such is the iiland o( Bourbon in xtfelf ; 
let us now fpeak of its inhabitants. 

_ Whem 

« Hiftoire de la grand ifle de Madagafcar, par Monfieur Fla* 
COURT, p* 43 1 . Relation de 1 * ifle de Bourbon, par Bu Bois. 


* (X) Aathefe hurricanes hap* is better cultivated, the woods 

pen always within a certain pe- rendered paflable, and great 
riod ; that is, either in the tracks of land manured, the 
months of December, January, feafons may be iu fome mea- 
February or March, proper pr«« fure altered, and the terror of 
cautions may be taken againfl thefe hurricanes lefTen^ by s 
them ; more efpedally, as they timely provifion a^nft their 
are of fhort continuance, and coofequences. Befides, experi* 
as thefe florins of a day or two cnce has taught them to be very 
excufe the Jfland from all ill exUA in diflinsuifliing the pro- 
weather for the reft of the gnoftics of an hurricane, which 
year (ic). Some writers aflert, are faid to'oe a hollow, fright* 
that in the ifle of France the hur> ful noife fo the iiiountains, three 
rieane is fixed to the ninth of flays before the ftorm 

Februaty, which day once paft, rife/; 'and while this noife con- 
they look upon themfulves as tinues, there is a dead calm both 
^ecure for that year ; but all on fea and on fbore. The night 
agree, that the want of thefepe- before the hurricane, the moon 
xiodical florins is commonly fuc- appears cf a crimlbn colour, 
ceeded by onwholfome fea* ’ and the ftorm begins either a 
fons ( 1 6.) “We have good rca- little before, or a little after, the 
fon ta believe chat, as this iiland break of day. ' As foon as the 

(ti) Twr iu MorHet pat*LeGtntil ek^l* Sirhineiif rjS. iui y. ^27. 

(x 6 ) Vtyeit A Femntit Lfjpsjr, f* 74* • 

Mod. Hiit. Vot. XI. L figns 



At. wbat W«iN 'fefa« French firi( in MeAttg^ar^ tiie ifla# 

time, and Mi^orerAtai, aft it waft diftHrCftMi .wa9<aSiolofed| itelbla^; 
in what three Frethhmen, betag hao^fte^ thither kst in It for 
mannertbe made Alcb ft report of |t at th^ retttra as <or- 

French countrymen : th^ lived motk of that time upoa 

jirfttram- pork, and, tho' they werw in a maimer nakedy yet dbdy 
^ 17 affirmed that they never had ^ kaft poia or fickadlt whtt- 
/«« Ma- "This tempted one, Anthony Tsutean to ,go ow tU- 
daeafear. thdr in 1 654, accompanied by (even. and fixNcgroes» 

^ and they carried with them cattle wUh which checomitij has 
bm Aoeked ever finoe. The firff thing they did won ta 
ereA the arms of France by of Mr. FUniurt, who was 
governor of Madagafcar^ and to bellow upon t^ iflaad a 
new name } then they fet up hutsaodhdd ooft gardens,, where 
they cultivated meioos, aFh forts of roots and lofaaccoft hot 
jnft as the laA-mentioifted herb gccur ripe came a hunrioaae^ 
and dellroyed ail The Frer^, however, went to work 
again, and, by having fome acqusSotaoce ndthr the climate, 
fucceeded better, and added aloes to the reft of thdr planta- 
tion ; but receiving no fnccour from Madage^car, jand being 
tired of living there by thdSfelves, they very readily em- 
braced the offer made them by the captain of an Enghjb IMp,^ 
and in the year 1658 CmbarJEi^ for Madrefi ; fo there ended 
the firft colony. When the laft great blow was ^ven to the 
French at Madagafcar by* the natives, who, provoked chiefly 
by their gallantries; furprifedfbrtlMiilMmr, and cat them olF 
in one night. There efcaped as many ffieh as, with their wives 
who were natives, filled two canoes ; and, ^de b^g driven 
by the wind on the ifland of Bmrhn, WCit the next fet of 
people that inhabited it ; and, for want of an opportunity to 
remove, were cooftrained to cultivate this new country qf 
theirs, and to remain in it ; neither was this any .great hard* 
(hip^oonfidering the edl from which they efoap^, and tfio 
peace and plenjpr they have found here In Mtum for 
a very (mall cxpeoce of iabotir and induftry » (Y). 

It 

■> Hifloire de grand iile'de Madsgafear» par Monfieur Fl'V 
COURT, p. 431. « TonrdaMonde, par L. G. di ta Baa- 

BiNAis, tom.iii. p.iat. , 

figns appear, the people bedn without dehgr; to avoid being 
to take their mcahiref for we driven on ffiore, which other-, 
fafety of their perfons andef- wifetheycanharilyercapefty);’ 
fefts, and if there be any Ihms s(Y) When the French ipok 
in the road, they go to (ea poileffiqn of jhit place, they 
( i-j) Ttur eu far L, 0 , it U Marhineit, im iii. p.f ay, xaS- 

fee 
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ItmaotloqgbcIbfvthejricqiiM fbck of in- H mv « 

Jiabkuts ; kit a pirate that had been comnutting dcpieda- 
tioiig in MSef, letomteg^ Bvt^, ran aihm and wai "uumim 
to pieoes upon the rQck»» fo that the cretr were forced 
to jdia themfelvea to the frner iidiabitants, and as they 
had on board their vdlel a great many Indian women they * 
had made prifoners, they lived with them, and in procefs toUcinnat 
of titta had a nutncrous poAerity. As Eaji India fhips now taktu 
tottched here foeqneotly vh^ they were too late to double into the 
the cape, many of the uilon for the foke of the women de- hands of 
jferted at die timO of thdr departure, and, (laying behind, /^French 
became phutters in the idand of Bourbon, As the place ^^^ndia 
grew more populous, the p^ple naturally became more d- 
vfiiaad, aoddefirous c^fiving in a more commodious manner, 
which induced them to build (mail ndeb, that in thefe th^ rebelled?^ 
might make a trip fometimes to Maddgefear, and purchase 
(laves which they employed in thdr plantations, to cultivate 
aloes; tobacco, and othm- things with which they drove a 
imall trade, when (hips of any nation anchored in thdr roada 
for theftke of lefoeflunents \ In this Atuatlon things were 
when the Sa/i India company tif Franco put in their daim, 
and, afTnmk^ the property of the tfland, fent thither five or 
(be fomifies and a governor. At firll, no doubt, the inhabit-* 
ants expefled to reap feme benefit from their new mailers, 

p Rdatioa de T ifie do Boarboa, par D v Bois. Toor du 
Monde, par L. G. Da Baebinazs, toni.iii. p. 12a. 

foe up a pillir with the arms of CaptainG^er, who perfoaded 
that crown on the fame (^ them that meir coontrymea 
where the Pnrtufueje had fet were entirely deftroyed at dfo- 
up their pillar of poflhffion} dagafiar^ which indneed them 
and fame writers fav, that the to proceed wkh him to tBe In* 
fpooeb arnfli were only idferibed sBu, in hopes of making a large 
nndieoppofitefideof chefame pndt npoif the cCmmoditiM 
pillar. The date of the Per- they had cultivated, and for 
nga^ entry it ry4$, and on which the Captain aflbred them 
tibo French fide 16553 tho' it they woold find a great de- 
ftemi pretty evident that tWe mm 3 but, when they de- 
Who fot them im did not airive barked at Madrajs, they found 
dll the year 1654 (18). The thewholeafallhood, andthem- 
Preneh authors fiiy, that they folves in a very wretched con- 
were (hft cheated out of the didon(i9). 
pofiefiionpf tbiaifland by one 

fts^ Rr/Wrif it to grooie tjk gfedtgofea^, por / Stcur F/etmf, p 431, 

(ipj »ii. g. 43«* 

J- 3 * but 
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but finding very little, and thinking the govonoor took too 
much upon him, they revokefi at the iofiig^tion of $i prif^ 
feized their governor, dapped^lum into a dungeoDj, aoa;kie{»t 
. him there till hunger and forroy made an endfof him. For 
this fome of the ringleaders were' afterwards pumfiied, a kind 
of fort eredied in which “ fome guns, were plac^, an^ 
the flag kept flying; but, in other rerpefis, little 
care was t^en, that till wldun thefe thirty years, ^e ifland 
was in no flate of defence,' . exduflve of thrnnmb!er of in- 
habitants, and the advantages of its fltuation ; whljch we 
have before deferibed % wd from vdiich the reader will 
perceive they were in no gr»t danger from Angle vcflels (Z). 

s Hiitoire de la Compagm^ des Indes, p. 581. Tour do 
Monde, par L. G. DiBarbinais, Com.iiL p. i$9. Rcktioa 
de r ifle du Bourbon, par Du Bois. 

(Z) The reader will eafily this ifland, againft which the 
perceive that we are conflrained revolt mentioned in the text 
to pick up whatever fragments jmnft have been made (zo). In 
we can meet with in theworks of* '1723, the number of inhabitants 
different authors, to procure for in the ifland being greatly in- 
him in feme meafure, a conti- creaied, the councirwas de^ 
^nued hiflory of the revolutions dared fupreiife, and independ* 
to which this country hat been ant, and^ as we have already 
expofed, and therefore he will obferved, was made foperior to 
not be furprifed, or attribute to that eflabliflied hy the fluno 
any fupinenefs or want of care edifr in the ifle of Fmnrce (21). 
in us, that every minute parti- But tbo* from thefe edifts 
cular is not fo clearly Or fully we learn pi'etty clearly -what 
explained as he would willing- the form of gov^ment 
ly tind it. We have not beSi ought to have been, yet we 
able to difeover, for inftance, have intimiitiont that may be 
wheiT the frwA Baft InSa depended upon, that the fame 
company took the admmiflrn- feoidous and mndbous teM> 
lion of this iflani into her own per continned, at leaft in a 
hands, but we ' find am^ing the great meafure, and that Been- 
archives of the company an Soufners, confr fien, and ' anar. 
edift of Lenjch the fourteenth, chy were the charafreriftics of 
dated the feventh of March, thofe fettled here when hfr. 
1711, by which a provincial de la Bourdennaye was named 
council, dependant upon that of to the fupreme' command ^ 
Ponikhtrry, was eflabliflied in both iflands (22). . 

fac) Wfuirtitla At Ma, tom^^u p. S57. e 

f* 35^^ 359* Mimtirtt A A UMturlkMft, tem, i. p. ii. 
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TflCR mWBibcr cifliihiiltittQjts iatbe yegir *717 wag com-ffw /^ 
ptM 9!t ttvD thdn^ ; thgtis^^^iiifie lnin4r<Nl free, atid derai 
baodted i^yep* ' Amcogfi dtA psc^ die nfual diftio^lipn 
qf whies ind Uadeg ehmly £uts» nar even the free* Are of 
dSffennt colous ; and a French writer affiirs as, that he £iw 
a dxnrdi'ooB fimiUy dboliftiiig of &fe generacioos of ail 
idexions. The etdw was a $=mate« oae hundred apdeij^t years «W0 vppv* 
of age, of a brows black, like the ihdSws/ at MeJ^njcar \ fit* com- 
her dfug^tdr a mulatto t her grand-daughter z meOho>, flexions, 
hergieat grand-daughter of a'didigr yellow ; her daughter 
again, of an^ve; and the daightwr of this laft (it is the 
author's own expi^on) as £ur as ' any EngRJt girl of the 
£iine age Thefe people are, generally fpeaking, of a gen- 
tle, j^uiet difpofition, very induftrious, and fubmilCve enough 
to authority, pr6vided.it be exerct^ with - a toJmble de- ' 
gree of ^nity and decency ; for otherwife they are apt to 
rife, one and all ; and the Haves have fo little reafon 
to complain of their mailers, that they are sdways on 
the iame fide. The ifland is divided into four quarters ; 
the firft is, that of St. Ana/, which is the largeft and 
the beA peopled ; their houfes built at the bottom of a 
fieep mountain on both Tides of a frefli water lake. As for^ 
the plautationsi diey are on the top of a mountain, which they 
Afcend by a veij rough and trouSlefOme paiHige. On the 
fummit there is a fpacious plain, a g^t part of which is di- 
vided into ^ntations of ri^e, tobacco, corn, fugar and fruits. 

The quarter of St. Dents lies i^en leagues from that of 
St. Paul^ upwards the call, and there the governor refidcs : 
it is not fo mhch peopled, but the country is pleafanter and 
better fituated. At two leases diftanoe, proceeding along 
the fea-coaft, is the quarter of St.- Mary's, which is but thin- 
ly .peopied.- The ^and moft fertile -quarter, is fhat of 
ftt. SufiMsiab, which is at the dillanoe of four leagues from 
St. Denis ; and the road between thefe ^wb quarters is to- 
lerable, tho' part of it has been cuff .with much difficulty 
through a wood ; but the paflage from St.^Denis to St. Paul, 
is only by iea. We have bees the more particular in this 
(lefcrlptiQn, b^ufeit Is difficult to Had fo good a one * (A.) 

When 

' Tour du Monde, par L. G. de Barbina^s, tom. iii. 
p. 124, 125. > Aelation de T ifle de Bourbon, parQu Bois. 

Tour du Monde, par L. G. de Barbinais. 

• » . 

(A) The del^iption given in France from thcAr^iV^ remained 
the text is from Mr.' dr /a in the ifland of Roarbon five 

binais, whoi in his mturu to months, which afforded him 
• '■ L 3 fiifficieut 



tg5 B.XIVI 

Of loti When the prefenc compEi^« ^ Mdks bec^tti^ & r^t 
years of the edi€k for thdr ^por^ietttftl vdi&e^ioi wj 

attauieH ifland, theyfoon difcaFQed whE« ‘^ 
has beta drawn fromdt» as weUf as^how &aia^ K &d hSn ne* 
paiJ te gVeQed. In (Sequence df th&^ tKif nove Dta^ofed it ck* 
this im- ceeding^y, tzikd new forts luid ^tteiiQt, redBdr it; id 

j a macmer inaccefljfde ; and bdire hUb 0Afle|'1d the itaoft 
fcftual manner* feveral of the adiaeeid wtifch aih 
A fappimd with :canffon* mUitgrt and aaWi^'^res* and whateiKhr 
if/ ^ is ottd^ the ddSenoe ^ the iis&i^tnits.' There Is 
no doubt thm tius muft hsoe^cdft ccnfide^ie^jums of mo- 
ney, but the company cf ibe Jkdias have rrafbn to com- 
plain of that, iince the Uland produces anouidijT more than all 
they have kid out can amount to ; fmce tmy bring from 
thence ooi year 'with another coffee to ^ WJw of one 
hundred 'thoufand pounds *. 

t Hidoire des Indes Orientales, par Gvx'os, tos|. ill. 
p. J79.3 «o* 

falBdeat letTure to make many black -burnt rock refembling 
curious andufeful obfervations, that of the Pt^t BnU* We 
'without the aififtance of which may condode from hfneet that 
it had been abrolutely inipbifi- pomfaly this and all the litdo 
ble to have exhibited uy cole* iflets about it were rg^ed by a 
Table account of an ifland that fubterraneous mlofion from 
38 already of fo gieat con- the bottom of the fea, which 
feqoence, and whi^* the prin* has been likewife the cafe in 
cipal obikde to its improve, other countries ; neither is ie nt 
ment being now removed, can* all improbable that in procefs 
not fail of beaming more and of time, more el^ecially if any 
more' important every day (23). aililiance is afioAled to nature* 
This ^endemap gives it uf as a neat part, if not tbewhole^ 
his opinion, that the Burnt or the Burift Ceantrj, wUl ba 
Ceuutry became in ^hst condi- recovered and render^ habic- 
tion from the encAs of a vol- .able. But whether there may 
cano, which, as be coA^ves, notbereafbntp apprehend that* 
baa traverfed the whole ifland in fneceeding ag|es, this viil- 
in the fpace of feverat ages^ cane may make another tour, 
which nqUon of bis 38 grounded and icaew its devaflations in 
upon a matter of fafr chat can- fome other quarter of the ifle 
not be difputed, which is, that of Baurbont is what time muft 
the foil is' no- where of any difdoiii, and the will of fro- 
'groat depth,, and that, imme- vidence determine (24). 
aktely underneath, there is a 

(«) Ceegrafbit Mtierw, far Ahraham Du Brit, f, 8 ] 3 « <14} Tear 

A made, far I, <?. dr Beltkiaah^ tarn, lii, f. 183, 
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.ii»^ laijb^lbow'^tl^ be ^ 

. mt^c «t 4 ijj ; jW 9^6 iri 4 e. we vtfu^u^ tliat tte cotfee- aad 

e w^ to ifle of from th^ cooiitry o£'" 

n ^^ 4 riiVfk wliich ifee in|e coffec-<^untry, in 
.171a, W 5^,1$ mmcd^bp cyrW it 
tfaer oj on hfiA fuk who vifitcd tflc of 

BourUn in 1717, juid who wrote an accDunt of wh^t 00 tbit im* 
found ffioarlgilbic there the yter/'Ai!)j>^ ue that^rYv^wAf. 

Mr. Para, who was then goxi^raoim the idand^ yrp A^uallj 
in France, aod*that his errand tbuher to Mogm the £q^ 

/ttdia company that the oodEce-plant had been found Rowing 
naturally in feyend places of the likod *. It ipay be, that 
thde ac(;ounts may be reconcUed ‘ thus ; the pU^ brought 
from A/ocba to the ifle of Bourbon, might be with a view to 
compare it yp^h the cofiee faid to grow there haturally ; but 
however that might be, the cuidvatipn of this plant now is 
become the principal buiinefs of the inhabitants of the 
Bourbon, and it is believed tha^jhey produce an eighth, (bme 
fay a fixth part as much coffee, as is raifed in the kingdom of 
mTernan, apd it is Itkewife held n^t in gqodoels, to that. The 
diligent endeavour of the French company of the indies to t 
ftreogthen and improve the (ettleipcats in the iJUmds, for tha^ 
is the term ufed in Fitame, has sot only aaftirared all the 
purpoles that they could poffibly expeff from it, but has like» 
wifelfuliydemociCbEted that the priBciples laid down by Rick^ 
lieu and Colbert were peifeftly juft, and chat nothing cptild 
have fb efTcflaally contributed tow^s the acquiring a ftikre 
in the Baft Indda commerce for the French nation, as the 
making a conAderable eftabjiftimcnt on the ifland of Mador 
gafear, and that the fault lay eeply in tlmfe who undertook 
the execuitoa of it *. 

It was therefore very judiemufly advifedA when Admiral Admral 
Bofenwen failed with tte combined jfeet of the Maritime Bc^caw- 
Powers for the hvBes, to fttike the firft blow here. If that 
could have been done, there is no doubt that the expedition, 
in its event, would have bren as'pfolperoos as it was pru- 
dent in its contrivance. But, ajas I when he arrfvcd, he impraBi- 
foujid the illaods of Bourbon and France quite other things cahkinthe 
then they Itad been cepre&ated by fuch as had vifited them txeattm, 
fome years before. The whole coaft of -the yie ef France 
was a continued breaft-work, a prodigioas artiUery was pro- 


*. Memoire Tor 1 * origiae te oftge da Caffe., ^ Tour du 
blonde, par L. G. na Barbiinais, tom. iii. p* ^35> 136. 
* Guyonj^Barbiiiais, Dv Bois. 

L 4 vidgj 


''fided for fills recepdoQ," Mid 'm thtit vftrH 
if receiving his bps; sbd no 

open boats, to atts!^ fortliscatioiift^ lined vvith numbers of 
pwple, expert In the n(e of fire^^rmB, and -well fupplied, ho 
vm obliged, after {bme cannoDadliffi to v^'lhide'plii^^c^ 
to purfpe his tuy^e. .Hds likeille the fHnrn aii'op- 
portunitj^ of fendiDg k mat fupply'I^W jtkfe' illatid 
meo, Mtilkry, ammniut^ |^iiipa|^ toPwt- 

dtcJ^ir/jy, which made thie^ redudHon % mC plm Jikevnfe 
tmpraAicable Theieare fadts in which both our accounts 
and theirs Tery fully vgnt ; fo that there c^n he nothing 
plainer than that thefe mands are of the utniM confequence 
to the Fr^k, and that the fucc^ of their Sajf Mia com- 
merce muA depend upon^dieir remaining in a pmfperous and 
thriving IbndluOn (B). Ndther is it at ail lmpoiltble,' that, 

• by 

V See the proof of this in the notes. 


(B) The fliorteft and moft 
authentic account we have of* 
this matter is contained in the 
adniirars difpatch, dated at 
^ Fort St, Davids, OStoher lyth, 
174^, which was publiflied by 
authority, and gives a juft view 
of the llatf of things at that 
jundlurc ; fo that it may be 
looked upon as a proper hiftori- 
eal rupplemf nt to what has been 
laid IB the text (95). On 
** liaf the 18th, the rear-ad> 
** miral (ailed from the Cap* of 
Coui Hop*, with his Majeily^s 
«« (quadron under his com- 
** roand, and fix Alps of the 
Duttb Eaf huSa CgntMoy, 
** and, after a fatiguing panage^ 
** opcaftoaedby afinifisofcoq- 
** traiy winds, very oopfoal 9\ 
** that feafpB, on/iMr std, at 
day bteah* they made the 
^ jiland of Mauritius, haidng 
*'Wrted from three of jthe 
^ Dutch Oiips in the bad wea- 
ther, in their paflhge. Uppn 
fight of the land, the admiral 
r* gonfplted with bis captains 


about the moft proper paflage 
** for the (hips to take in going 
** in j and It being determined 
f*‘to run between Long JJkuJT 
** and the Gunner's ^iwin, the 
** men of war to lead in line of 
** battle, and the Mia (hips 
■* to follow them, orders were 
'* given accordingly, and the 
" greateft part of the fleet an- 
** chored the fame night in a 
*' place called Turtle Bay^ be- 
** tween the river of that name 
** and Tomb river, about two 
" leagues to - the eaftward of 
'* the harbour, and^he reft got 
** in the next day, having been 
*' fired at in their paflhge from 
" two fafcine- batteries of about 
•« fix guns each ; but without 
'* receiving any damage. At 
** day 4 ighc, the enemy began 
to fire from two other fafcine- 
** batteries Aey had raifed on 
each fide of die entrance of 
** the two afbrefaid pvers, and ‘ 
<* they were perceived to be 
** hard at work in the vfood 
** fronting where the fquadron 

i»y. 


(as) rmmtbelmdmeotten*. 



bf in^y ^ pvi* ^ the 

mainly ^as-swU 

' < . • * . iitusted 

Hjlay in fhr^ttte op btreaeh* ** tic«bte Ifod ttjdM place 
^ «em andJi^godierbac- .** pvepofcd; bmtlicy, oq thdr 
" ' teric«» «|id {ev^^lsme fiups ** return, htying fbat 

^ wereftcn ^*g In wW- t|Mie«rtt^reer6frodks'i^n 
Ijout, HemM - the *' til ail& tbont twenty yards 

" A^Ar^whicli was' i^rdr'in, fidm tMlhdra, 'Which' Madv 
** Was or^cnd Cio fiia^ itnd dl- itlnfpoffitilefairboittstohnMl; 
** ftorb them pt their work* ** except atihe river's mouth, 
«■ end the SwaUtw ik»p was right againfl wheie the fleet 
feat, with Cape. U^, of die ** lav, and at the .harbour^ 
** Elibam, the two principal ** where, the channel was jaot 
** e^ineen, .and, an .artillery ** above. one hnadred fathonns 
** oiMer, to ran along the fliore, ** wide, and very difficult to 
and reconnoinre the coaft, in get in, as the wind always 
** order to dfTcbvcr what place '* blows right out } this de- 
** would be moll convenient for *' termined the admiral to call 
** landing the troops ; who, on “ a council of war, compofed 
** their return, reported, that *4* of the, principal Tea aodlind 
** the enemy had fured on them •* officers, to lay before thein 
in theif pafTage, from eight *' thefe reports, and his in- 
difierent batteries, as well as ** foru£Hons, fo far as they re- « 
■** from the forts at the entrance ** lated to the attack of Mau-> 

** of the harbour} thatalafge ** ntw, ^nd to confolt with 
•* Ihip of two tier of guns lay ** th^^ 'what was beft to be 
*' with her broadfide acrofs the ** done.’ It was agreed, asjdiey- 
mouth of the harbour ; that “ wefo unacquainted with' the 
there were thirteen other (hips ** flreneth of the enemy joia the 
in tlw harbour ( feveral of '* ifland, to fend three dar 
them’ large ones), fitted or ** boats, under the comta^nd 
fitting for the Tea ; and * *' of Major Cumng^'Xo ehdea- 
that they thought it imprac- ** vour to furprife and get n 
** ticable to land any .where to ** pldfener from the 

the eaftward of tM harbour, ** which wps ucordii^ly at-^ 
on account of the thicknefs ** tempted, but in vain } and 
** of the woods, which came ** the efiancil being met again 
down clofe to the water-fide ; ** nezl morning. and,.it appeaC'* 

** it was therefore judged mod ing to themf that t^e reduc* 

** feafible. to attempt to land ** tion'of the' ifland of A£mr<V 
*' before 'th'e great rivet to the ** //«r was not the principarde- 
** weftward of the town. So ** flgn of the expedition,, vd 
** foon as it was dark, the ma« ** as there was iTijich a.ftreogth. 

** fiers of the fix line of battle ** of fhips in' the harbour, ^imd 
** (hips wfire ordered to go in " the prenarattons which the 
** the barges, and found all ** enemy had made all along 
** along the fliore, to try the '* the coaft, rendered it certain 
** depths of water, and fee par. ** that the attack mqft be at. 

** ticularly whether it was prac- ** tended with confiderablelofs. 
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iUuated for that pfOm 

ittBodciiii to the Iraibos, voytgts may be made with great fa- 
cility aad fafety from them to the Petfiin and drabian gulf, 
and ev^ to the (heists of dbntib, wJUiOiit the 

neceffity of touchii^ at any port kt tho Mus,- aad vetunta 
might be made thltiher m the like 
time to quft this eftabjiil^mhnt, wMeh |Rroperly In but 
near the In£ei, and to j^roceed n^ttb'thefe in the Arid^ 
and Perjian gulfs, which, (hriAly and jiCc^rateTy fh^kihg^ 
are not in the Jru^s dth^ and yet^ a^ iDie' .Unde canned' on 
from them produces jD»tniim that la^joot clbricd home' to 
Europe on board the EaJ! Jn£i ffaips, they are generally, and 
with propriety enough, reputed a part of ihe AAiej, amongft 
alt the nations that carry on any trade thither, and as fveh 
are included in the charters of alt the companies that have 
been any-where fettled for the management gf that cam* 
merce. 


S E C,.T. . IX. 

An hificrkal Account of the French Commerce at^ 
^ Mocha, Baflfora, Surat, on the Conft 0/ 'Malabar* 
Affd Coromandel ; that Atqmfitkm in point of Ter-- 
ritofyt through the Arts and Athkefs of thfir Go-^ 
vernors *, the State of Pondicherry rejmed^ and 
ducid to the lafi Siege thereof hy the Engliih, under ^ 
the Command of Admiral Bofeawen 1 with an Ac^ 
count of their OhUgations to^ and Ufe they made of 
the Indians in that Siege, 

ne ’^tlE French company in the Indus eftabUfhed a htfiory 
French X at Moeht^ op th« ooefVof Arabia, In 1720, for the £ilm 
facion at gf carrying on the coffee trade, which, about that dme^ be- 
came more cortfideraftc dian ever, and thif dmy have kept up 
^ever fincc •. The other European nations have thdr 
^e^oke befides the particulv concents of their reQ>eAive 

trade in fa^orits, thofc who art eatruAed with the management of 
France. 

• Hiaoiredegrande][ffedeMadagafi(iBr, sarMonf. Flacorv^ 
p. 4454, 66. * DidiiOBaira de Commerce, tea, i. cel. 655. 

• 

they were of qnnioB, thet, ■* ntmoil expedition, tob the 
M^upon thefeconfidmiofls, no *• coaft of dromintiel, fo as to 
*»’attei]u>e fhooM be mode at ** begin the operations thcie 
** this place, but that the fqan> *• bemie die moonfons Ihift.'* 

** dionfliould proceed, widi the . 

thio 





j^nt 

that unBf may all nn wiiw fe , 

it Zd not laife 

*“ .9|hfir,; has when this 

«9 d^SQfjiH^advhBtagedf theandvee, 

. - ^ therefore came into this 

method llxeyalapbfo.aftfclc of. co^ was, in 

a gre^t ‘takm.fopi^ tte BuBa company, before 

the edidteTf.jHifoiy ^ which it vm leftored to the perpetual 
cp^any of the Bwft, and the dgHLwich which it was 
chwgea, of ten fritmek pence fer pdhimrwas ^ued at a very 
moderate fu^ upon payment of which annually, ooll^ pafled 
eveiy-where through France freely, and without any duty. 
But, in 173d, the farmers-generai of the revenue reprefent- 
Ing this as a gieat hvdfhip upon them to the miniftry, the 
compofitioa was declared void, and the duty has been ever 
iince paid ; But, by way of iodemnificatioD, the fum of 
fifty thoufand Bvres is paid annually, out of the treafur}', to 
the company a£ the Indies c. We have mentioned this dr- 
cumfiance pardcularly, to fhew^at there is nothing ftable in 
France ; and that, notwithAandii^ the folemnity of edifls, 
and occafibaal favours and indulgencies, in order to raife a 
new, , .or to. revive a dediniog commerce, the revenue will, 
fooner or later, obtain a prc&ence ; and as the government 
ireally does all,, fo, under one pretence or other, it will never 
fail to avail itfelf of all that is done by the French in the 
commerce of the InMes (C). 

In 


^ Mapinire fur rOrigine et Ufage da Caffi^. ^ HUioire 
des Jndes Qricntalcs, par Guyon, tom. iii. p. 429. ^ 

(C) JWe U 9 iadebtsd to the years of this, became a matter 
jodkious and indefoUgable Mr. of very higli iftiportance, in 
Dt^rime de Freattht^He for a which not only the company, 
snoft accurate hiftory of all the but the revenue, was deeply 
variations in the nnoageinenc intsrefted, as well as the mer- 
of the cofice trade in F/Wacr, as chants of Fiarfntks^ and the 
wetVss ^ poblidiiagtheedifts, proprietors of the French colo« 
and Other authentic papers, re- nies in . the Wefi JnAts, and 
latuog to this mailsrs for the* meie efjpedally in the illands 
reader araft obferre, diat, from of O^enne and Martinico (26). 
being a commodity of fmall At prefent, as far as our intel- 
confegncnce at the beginning ligence reaches, the yV/eciftcom- 
of the current centpry , the trade merce in cofiee ftandt thus : the 
in coffee, within the firft twenty company of the Jn£ti is at li- 

(26} mSfire dr le Cem^nie Jet bJet, p, 145. 

berty 
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wktt In rcfpcft to the commerce of the pftfan ctIC, no 
means the have beea fpirect by i^e French odDi&ry>to S*etery 'd] 3 hj 
that was pof&ble for promoth^f the comnerce of the Coinpahy* 
tftablified ^ ^ it jnay be AiiHaeOt to^te one |hJ(unce. 

Count de Maurc^, While the of traiSe ah^ the 

encetn the choice of Otters 

Perfian ^ Swe£Jb gendeman, of calm but dettroihied[wragi$, and 
lulf, of great capacity, who aa mclinatioo |o vifit Che eaft; 
and to perfefb himfelf in the knowlege of the oriental toogoes, 
to be the inftrument of promoting a correfpondencl between 
the French in the Indiei and the mbjefts of Perfia and of the 
Grand Signior *, This ^ntleman, being ihrliiflwd with pro- 
per inftruftions, fet out from Paris in 1734, and, aft^ re- 
maining (boie time at Cesi/iantine^f profecuted his journey ■ 
to the court of Perjia, notwithftanding the troubles that 
were then in both empires; by which» though he tra- 
velled in the train of a Perfian ambaHador, he found his 
life in imminent peril almo/t in every day^ journey. ' He was 
able to do Irttlc with the Sh^, wh^e aiFairs were fo etnbar- 
raHed, that how much foever he m^ht be'^iuclined thereto; 
yet he could give but very tittle attention to matters of this 
nature. Mr. Otter therefore returned into the dqmifuons of 
the Grand Signior, and, according to the iniftruffions that he 
had received, neglefled nothing that could procure him an 
IntereA with Jehmet, badtaw of Bagdat, or Bahybn, who 
afled rather as an independent prince, than as a fubjeft of dm 

* Eloge de M.-Ottes. 


herty to import whatever qaan> 
tides her direAors judge expe« 
dient, either from Meepa or the 
ifletof Bourhw* The traders of 
Mar f, f lies by a ^cial privi- 
lege, have the^libe liberty with 
relpefl to the levan{, but are 
obliged to vend whatever cof- 
fee they import to the Eafi I»fia 
company, and to that company 
only, unleft they export it (27). 
The Wefi India merchants h|iye 
likewife free liberty to import 
coffee from the French planta- 
tions, which may remain in 
their magazines a fdll year, in 


order to its being exported, 
without paying any duties, and 
die meeraants at Marfeilles may 
purchafe this ood^, and con- 
vey it by land to Geneva, free 
frohn all duties (z8). But, with 
rerpefitodiehomeconfaroption, 
which is vei^ great, . all forts 
of cofiee indifcrimwaCely-iland 
chargiBd widi the duty of ken 
Uvres on^cach hnndred-wcighc i 
notwithlUnding which, the heft 
coffee fells in Fndiue 
fiftqeq to eighteqa ^ine^ 
pence pound (29)* 


(a?) Bifttire dts tiutn Orhntetee, rmr. lfl' ^429* (tS) Bijjhirt df la 
ieda, p. $53, 154. (29) BiOwuhe ie Cmmne, tm» 

fA. 65S. 

Porte, 



Foitf^ '•od'^tHbo had ibvGdd the G^ad,$igtupr to put the in* 

<AtJ of Bafflra, Baffora, or Bajara^ again into liis 

hju!dai ..^hich tbqr had taken him *. 

It '«^^'thia dty,’ Which $ands upon the faipous canal Mr. Qtter 


thkt Waa ihe great olljeft of the French views. The Bn^yh Wl>nt, 
and Dutch had both confuls there ; and the former had~the 
Ubei^y of jiifplayliig hi^ flag, w^h the latter had Wt been 
able to obtain, though he had ofl^r^ no lefs than twenty . 
thoafand \3rown8 for that &vour. Mr, Otter went to 
dty towards th^ clofe of die year •1741, and foon after a ,1^ gjJ * 
/r/RT^fliip arrival from the bay of Bengal, with a perfonfora. 
oU board who had the charaf^er of omful from the company 
of the indies, who, jthough a man of parts and experience^ 
thought his own reception in that quality a thing fo little 
like to. cake efleff, that he Intimated to Mr. Otter his inten- 
tion to return, «in cafe any difputes were madp about it. But 
the interefr of the* latter was 10 powerful with the bafliaw of 
Bagdat, that he procured the neceflary inflruments for efra^ 
blifliiog the French confulate, the honour of the fl^, 
not only to the furprize of the other Europeans, but alfo of 
the baMwJs governor in .that city, who had not the leafr 
ihteiligence of the negotiation, till he received his maker’s * 
orders. This conful dying, Mr. Otter himfelf, in the month 
of Augujl 1742, was appointed^ by the company, to fucceed 
him, and held it till the year following, that he returned to 
France, foon after which he died ' (D). 

The 


* Voyage en Turqoie et en Perfe, par Monf. Otter, tom. ii. 
c. 7. ■Eloge deM. Otter. 


(D) The account tiiat Mr. 
Otter has given os of iiis tra- 
vels ifcnot only entertaining, 
bnt, which is of far greater 
confeqoence, very InUrudivc. 
There' is nothing that regards 
the geography, hiftory, antienc 
and prefept inte, of the coon- 
tries through which he pafled, 
or of the cnilomt, learning, 
imutncrs, virtues, vices, or tem- 
pen, of their inhabitants, in 
which he does not explain him- 
felf with that pesfpicnity and 
/plainnefs which chiefly recom- 


mend books of this kind to the 
favour of the candid perufer. 
Yet, with refpefr to his nego- 
tiations, nc is fllent in points 
of the greatefl confeqnence^ and 
neVbr fuflers the vani^ of mag- 
nifying his own abilities to en- 
ga^ him in the difcovery of 
things which it would be im- 
proper ihottld come to the ears 
of Hrangers. He fays, that he 
went to Bidkra, in order to per^' 
fefr himfelf in the knowlege of 
the dra&ic language, but prin- 
cipally that he might bduieful, 

jf 


1^4 Cuimfit, Stftbt^s, 0t i A'XKI^ 

7bi great Thb eftablUhmeat this cooTalibip w a.tluog iKpt.4>id]F 
advaa- highly hoAourabU^ bat v^fennAnUe alib^ toU^ ^|NI)f 
tages Je~ oT be IttdUs^ oa accoqnt of the grint bftific csn^'^ ttoi0«, 
riwJ and the large'dea^aAd which tim. Is % ahpoil’ .>a|il ieitSjOf 
In£an commodides, which ixdied.TOii dbvo^. {if i$s^, hf 
ci.BagdaU to Ak^* Thft.ikb wm- 

tilire»m. fa^hireS* taken ia exchange, are shipped bcMirfl them* 
rntnain P^y*^ ac^rdiQg as tl^ dfra^^giipee^ 

/i6«Jadie$. the InAes thinks expedient, are cii^. treni^iad fipoiii 
thence to the iflands, and at theL proper iea^o, to Surtff^ 
or return into the Jiu&rs* This tc^ eanied on dther wpy. 
Is extremely profitable, eQ)eda]ly in tines, of .peace a^.as 
■it rarely happens that thl^ are in ronfiiijofi in tN. 
and in the Grand Signior’s domniops, at a time, &,• with , 
proper attention, k market is commonly fimnd tor both tpr- 
goes, without any part home to Bun^y and the 

more there is of m ibrt of mtercourfe^ the giteater gains 
accrue to the company, and the better returns they are afajo 
to make of thofe goods timt are mofi in demand in Bur^. 
But it requires very great talents in thole Who are tntni|lo|‘ 
wkh the management of things at thde ports, and at 
fira in particular ; becaufe, emufive of Ibeir ordinary fuq** 

( ftions, they are i^uently put to very great dilpiniltief^ by 


if any occafion offered, to the tion ; which.he afcribes iotixehr 
frencB nation {so). An Intel- to the goodnefs of tint erekt 
ligcBt reader will eafily difcern, man, u^n which lie anuft hate 
that the hrll was his pretence, had a pretty fitobg relianck, 
the litter his defign. To bring fince he treated this Whole af- 
aboot his intentions with eafe, fair witboot the leaft paitjcipa* 
it was BecciTary to acquire pro> tion Of hie fKend'the mufellim. 

E ir acquaintance ; and this led One need not wonder that^- 
ra to contraA a great intimacy faf Jza was equally forpnfed 
with JAuf Aga nuleBim of and m^leaWd orib^ a pio- 
Ba/ra, from yrhom he leamc ceedin^ neitiier lid he tsk# 
the proper method of laying any pskis to cbooeal it? Thd 
an eftablUhmeqfli whid^ Frmei agent, howovei', was lb 
upon the comii^ Of, the Fmek efiduouS, and fe in 

coaiul, he prawfed with filch his fiitere ipidiedtimi, thit^ sa 
dexterity, as to procure tiie de- a Ihert time, he reeDvered' tiiO 
cifive Older for hie reecptioa, hoDeftffltMBi8A*agiMidgip(Mb, 
audlbraliowiiwhiJiitodirplay drhofc odfihe wkhr hiw evwy 
Frmt flag in the &Bie Mg, nfl etnoon, Md drew from hiltt 
with the anfwer of Ae^mtt ba- saai^ nlhfid' pSecer of kBBBL* 
^w of jSigidw to .bis i^ka*' geDce( 3 i). ** 

(jo) yiytge at Ttarqme «t m ^ ^ „ (jtJ pilHmitt dk 

Cuamne, MM.iv. «W* 7li,7is« n Targnte tf atPerf/, ^ MtOutr, 

taa.iu/'.as* ' 

the 



• ^ tfg 

4K9^]biJii0rhJ^ of* who m coot!- 

nn^jf i^WnfLfQs sHropsprtttHty'to plithdefr or bounds 

with.ue bdber Emfw if die^ iA to 

cbooeri, m gnwpilly fw’ bo ^ ak. Wter^ 
of wdaa pccpmcB ModMll to theni bft m'their to^ j 
tluna^oatto lacompadbUiiy of mttttfb, 

oir peribowj e ato M^ mu 0> ntdonat imb n^ce&7 barinof^ 
iirfiecy im^of^i^loQs ood^ 

It Is juw about Ibunoore years lince the fraicA eftablifiied ^ 

thfinlalFes £t(t^tt.Sitraf» wKcm'they have, ^7 a lodge, 

^fibry, io tl^iaine maojoer as the and for 
whidi thqr pay aa annual rent to the Mo^; but; it 1$ very' 
dECfflg sotwiih&iidiiig* aad ib well provided vmh every 
thbg for its defence, as to be in no danger of being eafily 
forpi^. Whatever methods diey tdbl^ certsdn it is, that its 
the frauht for many years, were hig^y confidered % di)^‘ ' ' 

meat monacefi of the Indies ; but, upon the dedenfion or 
their aHairs, and through the great debts they contracted 
wkh.the hiiieaii merchants, t]}U was, in a gr»t mealure^ 

s DiCkkwairede Commerce, toffl.lv. col. 712. a Hamil- 
ton's Account of the Eaft Indies, tom. i. p. 8f. 


(E) The piolb^ty of every 
Uinfsem nation in the ln£ts 
muft always depend, in a ^eat 
ffletfiire, upon die canities 
of fuch as have the dhreOion of 
their fevcral eflablUbments, and 
in no particular inoie chan this 
Goireerting, when occafion 
icAuires, the proper meafures 
Co M taken ^ith me other A«- 
At the very time that 
Qsstr was here, the inha- 
bitants oi.Ba/ru Whre fo much 
nlarmed (7 the revolt of the 
Jhabs, that fone of the richeft 
merckuits withdrew, with their 
effyas ; and, npejntlua, t(H the 
JSsmew'diou^ is h^ time 
to ta«e fbme »ef for tmrown 
pesforvadon, and afted^tfaenin' 
very wifelyt There was an 
Hjp (hip in the road, on 
ini of Wnich they all agreed 


to fend' their eftbas ; but as it 
was necedary to obtain leave 
for this from tbemufeUim, Mr. 
0/tse was deputed, from all the 
three nations, to defire it ; bnt 
the mofellim, who by the way 
was not that gentleman's old 
diend bat a new officer, per- 
emptorily refofed, from* an 
apprehenfioD that it would hi- 
Cimidate the inhabitants, and fo 
produce a greater mifehief im- 
medmlf , dian that which was 
apprehended ( 3 s). Upon this 
tm Changed their meafiires, 
and refolv^ to take a guard of 
jaidmries into each of t&tir fac- 
torsesk and to aCt in concert, in 
cafo diey were attacked. But 
the fotfm blew over, and con- 
fequently it cannot be known 
how fir this refolution would 
have availed them. s 


(3») n Ts/rptft ®f w «• ^ *49’ 


loft; 


_ B.avp 

yS’ 



loflf} aad» aJittb*l)i!^ 

Gompmiy^ 
dangir of biida| 
the c(Mipany*s wjUmiM 
cootri&Al. IWS^ 

of^ aiMt the 

only «4tik dwmmipmt, , 
ofthO^tigift wi^n^hobii ^ , 

derfhuidliig thaaady other i 

which we (hall acoctidnt the fetder i 
howmr, is no^^^^confil^ 
iXihtEngiS^ and the Dutei; becai^,^ 
many fetckments in dUbmt parts ot iSSkr ^ ettUiif 
have that variety of commodities whidhr is rvoomcf todhfte 
a great traffic^ that la, .Sad has been ever itnoe theiParfiG^^ 
loS their power, the ndndpal nta^^aiiite of al! orientai r£faes, 
aa wdlas the oDmmomdes and maimii^i^tts of Europe, which 
are drcolated from thence ^rongh the whole extent of the 
Mogul's domioloos \ ]pnt, if no new revolutions happen in 
thdr adSdrs, there is ^idc «icaron to donbt, that they will 
continue to mend here as well as in other pl^s ; fo that, in 
time, they will have a (hare in that, as well as other branches 
of commerce. AtV^f^o^ diey fend no (hips from hence di- 
refUy, as in the dine of the former Eu/l Mu company, who, 
a» the reader has already (een, transferred their chin refidence 
thither firom Mti^afcari which was one of the firll falfe 
Heps they made, a^ whic^ has been iince repaired, by tranf* 
ferring it to PonJkherryf from wbeocev and fiom their fettle- 
ments in the bay of Bengal, all thdlr returns are now regu- 
larly^ade ; and it is frqm the firfe of thefe places that a cor- 
leTpondence is eftablUhed with Surat^ in which feveral ihips^ 
aie employed yearly i (Fh 

* • Vpoh 

I- • 

* Hifioire dcs ladesOfieatalSf , ton. ii. p. 43**-’^^. Die- 

tionaire de Commarce, tom. w, coU 965, ydo, > HiHoire dea 
IndetOfisiitalet, tp», yd. 


(F) It will be proper vein- itai te «sqp hM inmreft ae-^ 
fert in this plaoe, anobftm. rem«lnndendM3rdcbts,w&tda 
fi^ tlMt BMy^delim dm iudl- MpdllSntnl^^ 

€1001 leaderNiimcire, and vmh itsi d dtsf afeiiysmo.T^ 
pnhapsmerimUsferioesMfr' dtte^isto Sceowit.ferihia 
deration. The tree reaibo of Ughiiifei«d,hitmttll7flievd 
Shat terrible emharrefloieotinto there is as mwli toady mtO0f» 
whidi ^he french M« if not iDoie, than in any with 
resnpan/'c aflTain fell at Farer, wMchwearaac^oihntdi dneeiS 

hae 



r 


« JOKm ‘ti^^VW <f /Krirfiart ' W iMDCi» fltft itiOed » C i-m-a 
'irftt-ltW.lrtBiiydghMear toW i H iooth 

^a^AuMkm^ »lS4m'<H9dk hw b*e 6 M». 

^-%^*^sssaf3: 

tkjfon AHkKhwXr 

; •.confiilftMbfe tridfe th^tt-t fektbs^to- 

fn^,iv«JitiW of fimiUh 

us^Vilfk* to at tb pne^^iikr diU‘tiittteiP at we 

eoUldilKSb/ liiWwemiAlfirm^wita'cchaii^ 

of pe|»p8rls e ArttAeoc tHiek ih thiSrfdei'; i»hkh is 
a oraOC iiitfdeott ef" tlicat aciiurin odShffftm oPa cdtiftto^lAe 


con»nKQ»> npna caifi, aonoga, for ttie rmkm \/cfott» 
mealieat^ ’kt^fagiipot ^ter kittF tav^p^rtkiriars ^ We will 
ttenfiyrc p:cfir£>a4& tHe^Mlt'ef (kraman^U opoO whielr rke 
French have the on^y'cottfi^eitfaleiilaixto of lH^iich ihtff fbnd 
po/I^fed^n the Indies, and which have been very much ;>ag- 
meated, finoe &eir affitlrs hard beeB ondei^ the tfiBiulgel][ieDC 
of the new compaiiy, end lb bdhnMtdy CohAd^d 

with the government, as to be always conlidered ^ ^nderthe 
(fircdtion bf the inimftry. ^ M ' 

Thl firft of tl»fc? is Kdricalf fitfialcd Wtdn degrees thirty- <*’- 
five roitiute$<of nprtb latitude, al&d id tfte longitude of fevcnty-^*^''"^ 
eight degiees frojm the mciidian of Fsris, lying fyor leagues 
north from the IPufch fcttlement at Fkgsspafan, «vo leagues 


® DiAioasiire de Commciee, toa.ii. col. 780. " Hiftuire frg/^ 

des Judes Onducides, par Guyou, tnukSii. p jSo-a-gSj, 584. 


has been known, tflat fome hf tereft eoiAinises high {34). To*^, ^ 

the B^myem anarehaats have ac- ' Ihlva this feeocty pr^nemT we 
quired largdi eftatee than ever eah Only fi^geft, that they have 
were heaid of la £«rai^« Yet, a Very exteimv» and luciative 
on the bell fecurky, nuic cthjKnterqp, and as the prodt& 
eent. is the efaa} iiim& We atifing from thehce 'are much 
conunouly appwhend, dnWv in feMfipr to any thing that can 
proportion to the plenty of fVef be acquM by iiddd in Fu- 
cie» the nte of imereftdi^esttee, thofe who bormw are en- 

tnMach&||hlBCcttll*k>B]^f '»I^to give, und tiftoilb who 
of aommov’shelng^M M0e tt$ idu dbndiekxl td land have 
-ia hMArVutereft. 

Ixnmenfa^fiiyiii^ofMijstitai^ WilMht dwtbs, this 

are to be had, the circulation aiph%ifWimddblobf fuidtlhitig 
is continually bride, and yet in- touch {McoUtson. 

• * » a a; 

hi ^33) If* dni Ar thir Aecomiti tf ibi Sifi Fidin. ' 

Mod. Hi. i . VoL XI. * M fbuth 



Congest B.3C1V. 

fouth from the Dani/b f^tement at VirMuthar^ and twen^- 
five leacp^ Pokt&ekirry b. This i^rritoiy, whi^ 

they polled in full fbterdgnty, ' confi(b of tho to;wn befere- 
mentiooed> whidi ibnds Upon the rivor hov- 

ever« is not navigable bnt f(^ vei^ fniall v«^ the£»trds 
of Kareang€ry, at the mouth of tim- river j upon'the fea-^oaft 
nine or ten villages ; and a tn£t of country fifteen or iixteen 
miles in extent, very fertile in rice, and'produdiy alQ) cot- 
ton and indigo, ininUted'by ten or twelve thoufimd people, 
who fubfift themfelves by making piece-goods of feveral kinds, 
and from whom the French draw a yearly rent ten thou- 
iand pagodas, which U' about four thoofikid five hundred 
pounds fierling The French writers boaft, and it may be^ 
with truth, that hone of the Eurdpean natk^ fettled upon* 
the Goaft are in pofleffion of fb laige a trad of country ; and 
therefore the rader may reafonafiy exped, that we fhonld 
acquaint him how it came into their hands, and this wefball 
do, in the moft ooncife manner poffible (G). " 

• Memoire pardctdier fur rAceoifitioii de Karical. f Hi- 
ftoire del Indee Orieatalcs, eOtn. iii. p* ayi. 

(G) The fitnadon, or even mile from the Tea, and is about 
the name, of the Awn of Eari- a cannoo-fliot diftant from the 
ea/, feldom oecort in anv of town be^e-menrioned. It was 
the common maps of /idr«, formerly defended ' by eight 
which makes it neceflaiy to lares towers, but a great part 
fpeak of it mom particularly, is demoiilbed by its new ma- 
At the time the Frmch became fters. TriamuUt Reyn Fatum, 
polTeffed of it, there were hi it after the capital, is the larged 
fix hundred thirw>e%ht boufes and moft oonfi^able place in 
of ftone and brick, exdufive of the whole diftrid. It lies to the 
meaner ftroftores, comprehend- foath of Xtrimf, at the lUfbince 
log alfo five mofqocs, five huge of about a league, and a very 
paeods, nine of a lefler te, fmaU fpace from ^ Tea. It is 
and upwards of five thoofand compofed of about five hundred 
inhabitants. It Ibiqds upon a bri» boufes, four mofquei, 
large navigable ftream, which fonr great pagods, twenty-eight 
will admit /iuA'm veflels of two fmalwr, and twenty-five places 
hundred tons burden and*up- of accommodation for travel- 
wards. In foine maps this is lers (54). As to the hamlets 
ftyled tkeibWf^jEsnVe/'t hat and villages mentioned in the 
in the heft, it a made no mom taxc, them k'm> neceffim that 
than a branch of the fveflioold enter into anyjttithcr 

or Ctlran,, The foxtmfe oC pirlicolan about |heia« ' 

is. feat^ above half a 

(34} MimtimfartiniUrJm Kmttl, 

Tas 



The Idagdom of Tanjmr comprehends the fbuth-eaft part Vpon tbt 
of the extremity of. the pei:^iik without the Gangii ; and depojitim 
th^ n^ar^ of thiaoQQntry dyii^ in 17381 left his tftbtHng 
jolons to his nephew Saiigjft d^ho Was, ioon difpoffiHIld of 
them by a natural fon of his prefieceflQr i upon Whl^ he M ^ 
to the Ftneb for refiige^ and was kindly received by the p^Jjl^l^ 
Sienr I>umaSt who was at that time ^veroor of PmMeipty, cherry, 
In'order to obhdii fuccoars' for the recovery of his fcin^Om, anddt- 
he made a voluntary celfion to tiie French oK the territory b!e»> meuts fwi 
fore-mentioned, jin.the month of July the fiime year, and> two tours from 
of the company's ihips were to take pofleifion of the the 
places yielded to them, smd to fiimhh the king’s fubjefts who Frcash* 
ihould take up mms for ^im, with the fuccours that had been 
promifed him. In the mean time^ Sabagy underAanding 
' that thoTe who had fet his mpetitor upon the throne^ bsgati 
to be dUTatisfied with hhoj made them fecretly fuch otiers^ 

,as induced them to feize him, and proclaim their old mafter ; 
who returned to 7 hn/W,‘ aud was received with nnivcrfal ac- 
clamations ^ and having got theufurper into his hands^ or» 
dered him to immediately cut into four quarters 

The next thiim he did, was to fend a detachment of be- fFho, is 
«tween four and Sve thouiand men, to prevent the French virtut of 
from getting poileffion of the '{daces & had given concef 

upon which the two Ihlps 'were obliged to return back toJ^”*heauii 
Pondicherry, lWo^, 'howbtef, pittended, that, at acon-As^^?f 
venient time, he would fulfil -his' treaty, but that, being en- 
gaged in a War with'' the Nabob Sander Saheb, the MoguVa 
general in thk adjitot prosing it was not convenient for 
him to do it fiieh. ' Sander Saheh haVing notice of this, and wards * 
having recdi^ great ciidlities fr^ the Sieur Dumas, of&red tonfrmt, 
him his afiiAancC} which being. readily accepted, he fenta 
body of troops upon the coafi; Who made themfclves nfefiirs 
of the foftrefs by fioras and put it'into the hands of the 
Fren^, F^rtury the 14th, 1739 The Mng of Tanjour 
was no fooner informed of this, than lie fent an amt of his 
to the Sicur Dumas, to acquaint him, that he need not have 
had recourfe to this method, mid to throw the blame of 
what was palled upon the Dutch, The better to prove the 
reidjity of bis prah^oos^ he fent by the fame perfon two m- ■ 

Ifaruments, dated 4^7 the uotb, 1739, one of which con* 
tained a ratification of his former treaty, and the other aa 
' order to the.inbabitants of ' the difirifb he had yielded up, to 
ack^wlege and obey the French for the future as their fo* 

s Memoire particulicr fur rAcqaiiition de Karical. • * Hi* 
oire des Indes Oriencales, tom. iU. p. afiy, s68, 269. 
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vereigQS *. la a very ihort tpe after -this, followed a new 
revolution; for the uncles of diflifcing bis^conduft, 

dapofed, aud cayfed him to lirangled iy ^ bath of warm 
milk, and fet upon the throne one of his gou^» .whofe name 
was Ra/tib Singue, This new ^inoe» not knowing how ibon 
he might have occafion for their aifiAanc^ not only ratified 
his predeceflbr’s treaty wkh the Fnnch, but alfo added fome 
^’ther conoeffions, adviled fhe^ $ieur Dimas to fortify the 
places he had given him» and had an interview with him 
tlicre, in the beginning of the year 1741 ; ever iinceVhlch, 
the French have continued in quiet and peaceable pofief- 
fion • 

Diflory of The next fettlement on the coaft of Coromandel is that of 
Pondi- Pondichej'ry, which ha\iag already defcribed, we lliall here 
cherry add only feme particulars that have happened fince the ereil- 
eoatimted, jng of the com^ny of x!h& Indies » In the year 1736, which 
yr 7 / fccond year the Sieur Dumas had pofijfied the go- 

fuvouts vernmenr, he obtained from the Mogul, Mahomet Shah, the 
gvaKtfd hv depofed by Kouli Khm, the privilege of coin- 

tf'r Great ing money* that is, of flrikiqgirupces, with the AyJe of that 
iVioguI. monarch on one fid^, and the name of the place on the 
other «, The rupee is a coin of the value of forty-eighii. 
^ French pence, which makes between two and three* Ihillings 
of our money. Of thefc the jpvernor coined five or fix mil- 
> . lions cvei'y year ; and, as them were of the M)guh fiandard, 
the company gained by that means about four hundred thou> 
find livres annually, by the coinage ; which was a very cou* 
fidcniblc article, and (hews with how great addrefs the French 
ac^, in procuring funds for the fupport of their cflablilhmcnts, 
in the very country where^ th^ are made, and at the cxpencc 
of thoCe amongft whom they inhabit , But it was not long 
befofe the fame governor procured ilill higher marks of di- 
Ainffion, and far greater advantages for his fuccefibrs In that 
government, aud *ibr the French nation, by his prudent ma- 
nagement in a war chat threatened deflruffion to all the pro- 
vioces adjacent, and of which, fo far as it is connefled with 
ihe bufinefa of this chapter^ we (hall give a fuedn^ rela- 
'jdon.{H). . . 

. S J 5 C^T. 

hlemuire paniculier for P^CQuifidon de Karical. * Hi- 
'lloire des Indcs OricRtales, tdiri.'iii. p. 271. ' “ Archives de 

Ik Compagnie des Tndes, n. 161. c. ej. I. 1. ** d^idolre des* 

Ir.dcs Orientales, tom. hi.’ p. 257% , 

• 

(F!) This article of coina^, quence, deferves a more par- 
zs a xi'iattc/ of great conl'o- ticular explanation. They coin 

• . at 
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Hifiory of the Rtfi of (hi Indian IVar ; Con- 
du(f of Mr, Du Pleix in that rifpo3\ tbt Meafaret 
, modi Ufl of hj InrOt io iroail Smfelf of Jbift Dif 
pates ; Favours protured firm the Mogul} and the 
folmn InftallatioH ^fDu pKljt^as a NahKat 0\}g\u 
fVHb other Particulars neceffary to fet the French 
Indian Scheme of Policy in its proper Light, 


A T the time that KouU Kh&n dethroned the Great Mogul, Rife of the 
and made him prifoner in his own capital, the viceroys wat^intbe 
of that unfortunate monarch, though they would not draw Indies, 
a fword, or ftir a ftep, in his favour, were ilrong enough to 

think 

extracrdi^ 

at Pondicherry both gold and per finenefs and weight (36). 
filvcr. and of all the denomina- Fanons, or, as our authois ftylc refpert to 
tions current in the dominioift* them,^»i&iMiw, are fmall pieces 
of the Great Mogul Of of filver, which, the 

' thefe, the pagoda is of gold, writers fay, are accounted^ 
and of an odd figure, refem- twenty-fburto thepaeoda, anff 
bling a button, with fome grains feven and a half to (he rupee ; 
on the flat part, and the form according to our writers, there 
of an idol on the convex fur- are iix-and thirty to the pa- 
face, from whence it receives goda, and fometimes more, 
its name I in weight they are C^isa kind of copper coin, 

2 dwt. 4 gr. 27} mt. and the of which there go about four- 
gold fo fine, that they are gc- fcore to a fanham ; but, in 
nerally efleemed worth nine keeping accounts^ they make 
(hillings of our money. The ufe of imaginary cafli, that are 
roupie, as the French Write it, TuppoM to be fixty to the fan- 
ronpee, ^ rupee, as k is fpelt in hftm, to prevent confuflon (37). 
ouj^ authors, is a filver coin. Our owA nation at Fort St. 
fomething, broader than one of Goorgf had the like privilege, 
our (hillings, and much flicker; and gained the fame advan- 
in point of finenefs, it is better „tages, the coin being of the 
than the £»^/(^ftandard; forks fame finenefs, and bearing the 
weight is 7 dwt. 1 1 gr. whidi, fame inferiptions ; viz. on one 
ftduced to our ftandard, would fide of the rupee, fucb a year of 
he 7 dwt. 22 gr. 1 3 mt. \hw%' the glorious reign of Mahommed 
Threa hundred twenty-fix ra- Shah ; and on the other, this 
pees are^ equal to one hundred rupee nuas coined at Arcatte, 
pagoda's, opth being of pro- both eftabliihmcnts being under 

fjS) llipdre At ledet OrietUaUt, tom. iii. p. 256, 2^7. (36) Lxkja't 

^c.unt 0/ tbt Trade in Mia, p. 7, f— 29. (37) Htjhirt dts Jfdet Orient aiet. 

Urn, iiJ. p, tbo, til, Lmiyer* Jisaat of tbe Trade ta Mia, p. 7. 
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think of conquering countries^frota the Iru^ princes, vrith' 
intent to er^ them. ioti> prindpiEries for themfeivea and 
their children. Dapu/i nabob of jtreaiU, a pro* 

Vince upon which both the FrHtch fettiement at Pondicherry 
and EngHJb at Madrafi depend, was of the number of 
thefe ambitious viceroys ; and, in ordec to carry his defigna 
into execution^ he adembled an atony of between fifty and fixty 
fixty t^niand men, with which be reduced fev^ hiMan 
princes, and pufiied his conquefts to the other fide ^ the 
pcninfula, with a view of i^ncing i^eral diftrifts on the 
coaft of Malabar ■ The /edfen princes, in thia difirefs, 'ap- 
plied thcmfelves for^affiftance to &e king of the Marattes, a 
potent, numerous, and warlike nation, inhabiting the country 
to the fouth-caft of the mountains behind Coa^ upon the 
coaft of Malabar, That king, who was perfuaded by his 
priefts to confider this as a regions war made by the Ma^ 
hometans, with an intent to extirpate the GentHes, ordered 
, his Ton to march with an army of fixty thoufand horfe, and 
one hundred thoufand foot, to the relief of the diftrefled 
princes of his own religion. This happened in the month of 
October 1739, and that young hero, baore the clofe of the 
year, attacked and defeated the nabob*s army, himfelf being 
^Killed on the fpot. His Ion and fon-in-law, to make princes 
of whom this ftital expedition w^s undertaken, were at a • 
diftance, each at the head of a fmall army, and his widow, 
with the reft of the family, and all his ri^es, were obliged 
to take refuge at Pondicberry, and to demand the prote^ion 
of the Sieur Damae, s^ho, with the adricc of his council, 
received her, and all her retinue, into the place, to which 
alfo multitudes of people repaired, ftqm all adjacent 
countries 

fbt nvi~ Thx prince of the Maraites did not fail to demand them, 
do^u and all that riiey had, and a vaft fum of money befides, ftom the 

f. 

* Archives de la Compagnle des Indes, n. 161. c. 83. 1 . 1, 
f. 3, avec an Memoire particolier. 1 Hifioire des Ori- 

en^es, tom- Hi* p> 

the jurirdiftion of the nabob qf 'Snglijb coinage was eompat^ 
that province j but, for the fake at an half tra/. for gold, and 
of diftmftion, there is a half- two ferofni,, for filver, and wa* 
moon on that of Pondiebirty, thought to produce abont one 
and a ftar on the Madrqfi ra> thoalaad pagoda's k month 
pees (38). The profit ^ the (39). .> 

( 38 ) WJh^ Jtt hda OrinOtbi, tm% iSL ( 39 ) 

Cum/ ^ /be Ira/U 10 b/dia. 89 . 
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govcraor of Pondicherry, which place he threatened to befi^, 
and. tho* fib/tFrench oia^fy hit conn^e, la prefttin-'^,Mo> 
lag to defend hunfidf agai^ (vdi a force* jfct if wc Goafiderg^]*^ 
that he was in a place rtgulaily fortified* well fopidicd with . 
provifioos, with a garrifon of between fix and ieven thou- 
land men* and between four or five hnodred pieces of can- 
non mounted, we cannot conoetve that he was in any great 
danger of being diforefled. The Marattes continued in the tesil 
field all^the year 1740, and till the month of April 174X ; miojlthi 
and, having plundered every place within their reach, and Marattes. 
tried, withont. fuo^, what menaces would do with the 
Governor of Pondklarry, they at Udl accepted a finall pre- 
fent and retired ; and thus ended this war which firongly 
recommended, the French to the fovour of the and 

his minifiers, who thought they could never do enough to 
exprefs their dfleem for the Sieur Dumas, and their kind- 
nets for the nation * (I). 

In the firfi place Nizam El Mouk, prime minifter to the CompU- 
Mogul, wrote the Sienr Dumas a vei7 refpeftful letter. of menh paid 
thanks, with an ample acknowledgment of his fervices, and ^ ^hr 
fent him alfo a veft of honour, which is the ufual prefent upon 
foch occafions. Afterwards Pabder Aly Khan, the fon of the ^ 
decafed nabob, came in perfon to Pondicherry as well to 
thank the governor as tp comfort his mother. The Sieur 
Dumas received him with all pofiible marks of honour, and mjfers,aad 
ofiered him very confiderable prefonts, as is the mode in the generals. 

* Ardiives de la Compagnie des Inles, num. 114. c. 88. 
lib. f. 4. 

(I) The fafis related in the as letters, grants, and patents, 
text are taken indeed on the are actually depofited stiongft 
authority ofathe French, and dif* the ardiives of the French com- 
fer very confiderably from thofe pany of the Indies, Laftly, 
accounts whichhave been tranf* certain jiotorioos matters of • 

mitted to England direfily from fad, about which there neither 
the ladiet. It is therefore equal- is nor can be any dirpnte, cor- 
]y jull and reafonable that we reload very well with the 
fhoold acquaint the reader with French accounts, whereas they 
the Qotives upon which this ore- do not all agree with others, 
feiance is founded, and tbefe On the whole, therefore, tho* 
are chiefly three. The flrft is, there may fome marks of 
.that the accounts are nni- vanity and ' exaggeration, yec 
form, pcrfptcuous and confift- the truth feems to be evi* 
ent, •whtrh make them more dendy on this fide, and our bn- 
likely to be true.” In the next finefi is to keep to that on 
place, the original papers, fuch which fide foever^ it lies. 

M 4 ^*2/?, 
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of Milth he received oAl^' a pair* of gilt vellUs for hold-’ 
ing roTe-water, and in rettirq feat the governor a very fine 
elephant with rich trappjiffis; Sometime kfter 'this vifit, as a 
more iignihcant mark of Che fetife he had .of the refpe^t 
paid to his family in the time of their diftrefs, he made a 
ceffion to the Sieur Dumas perfonally of three diftrifts in the 
ndghbonrhood tf>f Pmdieher^, of the value in the whole of 
al^ve one thoufind pounds fterling^ per annim ; a year after 
he Tent the Sieur Dumas all the armour of the deceafedl 
nabob his father, richly adorned with gold and precious 
Hones The Mogul, having bCen informed* of the ceiTion 
made by the nabob in favour of the French governor, was 
fo far from being difpleafed thereat, that he confirmed it by 
his letters parents, and at the fame time declared the Sieur 
Dumas biml'elf a nabob, and in that quality gave him the 
command of four thoufand live hundred horfe. As all thefc 
tellimonies of kiiidnefs were perfonal, the gofernor exerted 
all his intcreH to procure them to be transferred to his office, 
that fo they might pafs to his fucceffor, which he obtained, 
and in the moirh of upon the arrival of his 

fucccflbr^lr. du Pldx, as foon as he had put him in pofleffion 
ot the Frc'ttch town and foitiefs, he declared hi A likewife 
ti c Aiogul\ nabob, and caufed him to be acknowledged as 
fuel: by the body of four thoufand five hundred horfe, of 
which he v'lis to have the command, fo that he was as mnch 
• eflablilhed in the rights of his Indian as his French poft ^ (K).' 

, Some 

■ Hiftoiredes Indes Orientales, par Guv on, tom. iii. p. 34?, 
349* 35 ^* ^ Archives de la Compagnie des lodes Cotte, 

C. SC^D. 

(K) Thefe are in themielves Indies ; but thefe wftuld take up 
very extrordineiry»aiid very iro- too much room. We will thcre- 
portant faHs ; fads are of fore, for the reader's fStisfac> 
the utmolt confequenre to be tion, give him an authentic 
well known here, notwithfiand' abridgment of their contents 
irg which, they are faHi %^th -under the great-feal of France, 
which the generality of the • being the preamble of the lettcis 
world are i>ot very little ac- patents of ( he king, 4 ated 
quainted. We might eke, in 4th, 1 742, W'hich runs 

•fopporc of ilmm thv letters, -thus (40} . “The king hav- 
paravan^iS, and firmane,- men- “ in^ refblved to bonottr, with 
uoTicd in ihe text, the originals the crofs of Michael, 
of which aie preicrved in the '* bis dear and; well bKoved 
archives i.f the ccmj>any of the Sieur £en*edsjf Dumas, for- 

'40 > T'^trai'f A Patenis du Aoi du c^Sftehd’re 17*42, qui cot'f.ment 

It ailiUffenuKt du Suiir Dumjs, 


“ merly 
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Some fiibrt tjUhe after Mr. da Pieix had afTumed the. go* du 
vcrnment, he went to Bengal ip onkr to be' received there, Pleix, ge- 
purfuant to the orders of the M^pil, with the honours due ®/ 
to his dignity, and, having put oimfelf at the head of the Pondu 

« mcrly governor in the “ termmed his majefty to-cn- 

“ d.es and of Pmdicherryt and “ noble him in 1737, and to 
** at pQsfent diredor of the ** aiTociate' him into the order 
“ company of the Indies, de- ** of St. Michael. His fable- 
** dares, that ^t is inconfider- ** quentconduft fully juftified 
ation of his having for the " tbererompences beftowedup- 
** fpace of thirty years given ** on him, fince he obtained 
continual and di^nguilhed ** in free gift from the king of 
« marks of his zeal for the fer- “ T^Jcur, in 1739, the foit of 
“ vice of his majefty j and for cx- “ Karcangerj and town ofA!a- 
** tending the commerce of this *' rci^, with their dependen- 
“ kingdom. •Having taken his “ cies at prefent, let to farm 
“ paflage to the Indies in 1713, " for one hundred tboufand li- 
« in the fervicc of the company, “ vips per annum. In 1740, 

** being then no more than «!-• ^oMarattes having atti^cked 
“ venteen years of age, he was “ and defeated the army of the 
promoted to the rank ofcoun- " Mwrs, and having killed the 
« fcllor in the lupreme council •* viceroy of Camatte, the Sicur® 

« of Pondicherry, June 2zA, ** Dumas found himfclf under a 
« i7i8,andappointcdattomey- “ neceflity of giving a «treat to 
“ general in the month in ‘‘ the family of that viceroy, 

“ 1721. Being named to a gc- ** and the remains of his ar- 
“ iicral government of the In- “ my, in PoncTicherry. The 
dies, he had the poll affigned " Marattes upon this, having 
•* him of dircftor-general of ” made the difpofitions necef- 
“ the company in the Indies, " -fory for befieging that for- 
“ in the Ifie tf France, and of " trefs, the governor by a ne- 
“ Bourhon j was afterwards “ gotiation, which did honour 
« made prefident of the fupe- “ to the French nation, noton- 
« rior council, and then go- “ ly diffuaded them from that 
•< vernor. of thofe illands. .In deiien, but aetermined them 
1735 he was declared gover- to fend an ambaftador with 
“ nor of the town and fortrefs «• prefentstodemandthefriend- 
of Pondicherry, and com- •• Ihip of the French. It was 
*• mandant. general of all the " in acknowledgment of all 
**^remh forts and eftahlilh- thefc fcrvices that the Mogul 
raents fituated in the /a- « emperor Mohammed Shah, 

dies. In 1737 he obtained honoured to perpetuity the 

•* from the Mega/ permiflion to “ governor of Pondicherry with 

**■ coin Apecs at PonMcberry, a patent of Mau/eupdar, or 

** droin which the company re- •• commandant of five thoufand 
“ ccives in annual profit of ** horfe, and confirmed the do- 
“ four hundred thoufand livres, '** nation which the»viccroy of 
« which important ($rvices de- " Jrcafie bad made to the Sieur 
*2 ** Dumas 
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OagU one Cavalry .belonging to him, as .nabob, he made his public en- 
(ft&eWLo- try, preceded by femal Bags difplayed, together with kettle- 
gurj xd- drums of an enormous lize, trumt»ts, hautboys, and other 
martial muHc, the AlioguN ftandanl and kettle-^ums being 
carried each upon an elephant. When the ceremony was 
over, he went to the falami, or falute of refpeff, tothe 
governor ot OugU, which the governor dedtM, Mr. du 
Pleix'% poll, in the MoguN fervice, being of a rank much fu- 
perior to his c. As perfons of this dignity have their, (Und- 
ards, Hags, and mufic, pofted at certain hours before the place 
of their refidence, To Mr. du Pleix gave ordejgs for erefiing 
fuch a one at the gate of Vaidaour, which is the principal en- 
trance into Pondicherry. It is fcarce to be conceived how 
many and how great advantages attend this connection, which 
the Frrnr/^governois oi Pondicherry have with the court .of the 
Mogul \ which are altogether extraordinary, nothing of the 
like nature having of late been bellowed upon Europeans, and 
of which there is no doubt they will make all pollible advan- 
tages, as well by extending their territory, already become 
very confiderable, as by proci^uig fuch grants and concellions 
as may be ufeful to their commerce \ It appears to be a great 
tcltimony of public fpirit that thefe governors are fo careful* 
*to procure thefe new honours to ^ attached to their of- 
fice rather than to their perfons ; but a little reflection will 
Ihew us that they are alfo marks of prudence, for it is only 
there that they can enjoy thefe honours, but the rewards for 
procuring them muH be found at home ; and, to render thefe 
confiderable, a wifer flep could not be taken than to render thofe 
perpetual ; fo that, in reality, it is not a facrifice of intenaft, but 
of vanity, which will coft a man of good fenfe and expe- 
rience, as their aCtions Ihew thefe governors to have been, 
little ^r nothing (L). 

It 

* Hidoire des Indes Orientales, tom. iii. p. 306. ^ Archives 

de laCompagnie des Indes, Cotte D. 

/>tfOTxr of lands to the value Tpeakine, any hereditary ho« 
of twenty five thouland Hvres noors, tno' fometimes, and more 
/rr anminr, contiguous to the cfpecially of late years, perlpna 
** polTefiions of thecoomany at is great offices nnd means to 
** Pondichetrj. In confluence eftaolifli dietai in their families. 
** of the recited preroifes, his The general tide in the MSr/xys 
** Majefty commands the Mar- fervice, which ftill affeCls a anio 
ihal Duke de Duratt' &c. litary form, tho* the fpirit is 
(L) In, the empire of Indef- much declined, is Manfiupdar, 
tan th ry have not, firidy (fo h ought to be writ) which 

• figniiiea 



C.g. • titFmtchiHtieEa&InSes, 1S7 

It was thls Sieor du PUix who defended Pondicherry Thg fw 
againft Admiral B^awen, of which, as the Bngi^ were ^tbe ^rey} of 
aggnsflbrs, an amnnt is alread/given in its proper place ; Pondi. 
we lhail add here* therefore only a very few particulars ; The he* 
governor had an eatly account of the defign, which gave him 
an opportunity of raifing and ftrcngthening the fort of Aria» 
coupan, as well as forming lines and redoubts, which k^t jj' 
danger at a diftanee till the EngKfi regular troops were fa- liHi fgff 
tigued, the feilors difcouraged, and thdr country auxiliaries andanaj. 
totally difpirited. He had, asVe have obferved before, a time- 
ly fupply from the iflands, of men, money, and ammunition, 
by which his garrifon was augmented to two thoufaud Eu- 
ropeans, befides three thoufand of the natives well armed, 

*' thoroughly difciplined; and who, as the relation publl/hed by 
Mr. Pleix acknowi^ges, did very great fervice Thefe 
circumftances, together with the inexprelfible advantage he 
had in pmnt ef artillery well conducted and well ferved, 
and the Englijb fleet not being able to come near enough to 
cannonade the place with any great efFedf, makes his fuc- 
cefs in the defence not at all iUvprizing. But at the fame 
time this does not, at all leflen dther the merit of his fervice, 
which waS' very confpicuous as well in the prudent difpofl- ,, 
tions he made during the fl^e, as in the proper precau- 
tions taken before it, or diminifli the credit that mud have 
refulted from defeating a deflgn, which, if it had been car* 

* Mercure Francois, 

Signifies acommandant of horfej government of Pondicherry is 
andchofewbo are honoured with of four A%arys and a half, and 
^it are called Omrahst the com- the Aim afligned for their fub- 
mon flile 0/ nobility in the iiftence being confiderablynrore 
court of theiM0gii/(4i). But than is neceilary for that pur- 
there is a wide difference pofe, the Omrah,wxU the reft 
between* the Omrahs, arifing in his poef^et; thexettle'drums 
from their Manfoupdars. In the and trumpets belong to this mi- 
language of this country, a licary honour (43). The title 
corps of one thoufand horfe is of ^ahob refpeits the civil ad- 
Called Azaryt and the Manfoup- miniflration, and is equivalent 
dar cqpfiib of any number of to that of governor, or viceroy 
4x.arjt from two to fix. There of a province j to this dignity 
are indeed Manfoupdars Of ten belong the elephants, and other 
Ascarys, but theie are never given enfigns of authority which have 
but to princes*of the blood (42). been mentioned in the text. 

The Manfoupdar annexed to the 

) Tovenier, Btrnier, ood Franer't anee/lmt Accpoot •/ tie ExpeHtioH ^ 
gouH Kbart. (4.Z) tiiftoire dot (odtt OrittHokt, tom, iiii p, 433, 434* 

T<wrrii/Vr, Frofstrt 

ried 



1 8 S ConqueftSf ^ttfUmtnts^ and DififfvtrieSi of 6. XIV. 

ried into execution, would haye given fuch a blow to the 
company of ,the Indies as, could not have been haftily re<' 
pair^ in which a very conliderable force was employed/ 
and the expeditions from which, in* Europe, ware rery 
great, and the difappointment conl^ucntly none of the 
leall ^ (M). As we have deduced the hiAofy of this place 
as low as the nature of this work requires, we (hall now 
proceed to the few FreneJ^ fettlements that iUll require 
our attention. 

^ Sec the Relation pobliflied by authority* in the London 
Gazette. 


(M) In another part of this 
work fonie, remarks arc made 
upon the conduA of this gen- 
tleman, which (hew that he was 
not altogether without his fail- 
ings ; that the force by which 
he baffled the Fnglifl} troops and 
feamen at Ponaiclerry, was de- 
rived to him from the iflands of 
Trance and Bourbon^ under the 
command of Monfieur de la 
Boufdcnnf^e, and that his at- 
tatchment to the intcrefl of the 
Mogul carried him to certain 
lengths, which might very pro- 
bably be dill’.ked at home (44). 
But 3$ to tlie point before us, 
which is the defence of Pornli* 
eherry, there is no doubt that 
this was very well managed, and 
contributed not a little to keep 
up that high reputation, which, 
by a feries ofiforlunarv' incidenrs 
his nation had laifed in the In^ 
dies, and to which he has added 


very confiderably fince (45). 
Vet for all this, we may dii^- 
ver through different parts of 
his condud, at}d of the animad- 
verfions that have been made 
upon it, how very poffible it is 
that this connexion, or rather 
conjundion, may turn to the 
prejudice of the company of 
the Indies, if not very fkilfillly 
and cantioufly managed. It is 
there as it is in Europe, Force is 
frequently Ailed Right, and it 
depends rather on the fagacity 
of the head than the upright- 
nefs of the heart, whether a 
Aranger who draws his fword 
in the civil wars amongA the 
Moor., Aiall efcape the punifh- 
ment of rebellion ; a crime al- 
ways imputed to the unfortu- 
nate, tho* perhaps their con- 
fcience taught them tjiey were 
Aghting againA it (46). 


^44 J Mmoirf de U Bmrdeiuuye, tom. i. p. 314. ^4$^ Gaxtfte de 

Parti du £4 Oadttr, 1750 , ' (4ftJ Mtmoirede Hpijitur de la Biurdtiinaje, 
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C 9 « ' tbi French Baft Indies. i8|^ 

SECT. XL 

Account of the rmainipg Pbrt of the French Copi-^ 
nuTce in the Eaft Indies \ tUir Intmowrfe. ^itb 
. China I the Plan of their Bmefiic Management » 
a View of the grand ^fahlifiment at Port L’Orient % 
the amazing Affijtanees given them iy the Minifters^ 
in conufleating and maintaining that Efiahlijlment ; 
and the Conclufion of ibis Subje^, 

• 

•T' HE famous city or town of Ma/uH^aian lituated on the 
. ^ mouth of the river Crifnat and i^ich by its commo- tiuies at- 
dious port has attni£h:d all the European nations to /ettle tending 
fa 61 ories therein, belonged formerly to the kings di Colconita^ French 
as has been befpre^ffientioned, but is at prefent in the hands commerce 
of the Mogul, We have faid fo much ^ready of this cele* * p Mafu- 
brated mart, juftly reputed the moft confiderable upon the ***y^^"' 
coaft of Coromandet, that wc /h|ll confine 'ourfetves here foie- 
ly to what regards t\ie French nation. I'heir trade flonrilhcd-^^^j,^^^ 
cjtfccdingly when firfi: fettled, but was difturbed by Mr. dr ia 
Hay'^ expedition, and his fetzing the dty of St. Thmas, whiclt • 
produced a war with the king of Golconda, by whom it was 
at laft retaken, by the ailiftancc of the Dutch Tlieir friend - 
fiiip on this occaiiongave them a vafi alcendancytn trade, and 
the French made afterwards but a finall figure till within thefe 
few years. But the company is in good credit there at pre- 
fent, and has her ftare in tlie great dealings that arc carried 
on in alinoA all the commodities and manufactures of the 
, Indict ; and particularly in the fine cottons, which are fo 
much and fo juAly cfieeined prefd^tible to all others. Jt is 
from hence <he jefuits are fufpoited to find their way to the 
diamond-mines, of which there are many e.xiraq|rdinary Aories 
told, which however deferve more authentic fupport than 
they have hitherto received before they meci-with entire cre- 
dit ^ (N). Some of the French rclq^ons fpeak of the heat here 

as 

v'^^’iftoire (ics Indes Orientates, tom.ii. p. 121.' ^ MifeeU 

lianea Curiofa, tom. iii. p. 23 S. 

• 

(N 1 There is, generally fpeak- thefe reverend fathers relate, 
ing fuch an air of prejudice, and aa to give a candid and impar- 
at the fame time the fuAs aie cial reader fufficient reafon to 
fo ilrange, that the enemies of doubt whether he flufll yield 

belief 
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as moft intotenable, and equal to what is Kelt at GMtAfm^ ^ 
add, that the overflowing* of the liucrs in the rdtty feafon 
r^dered travelling inpra^icable, their refidenoe there verj 
uncomfortable, and the dimate very unufliolfiMiie ; but, at 
the fame time they ooght to add, tp thefe annual inun- 
dations the country nl Goleondu derives a fertility equal to 
that which Egypt receives from the flune caufe 
Cemmerci OUGLI, on the weft bank of the at the dUhuice 

of the of twenty leagues from the fea, is the great mrt of the bay 
French at of Bengal, and we may from hence form (bme idea bf the vale 
^Ougli. ^ advantages which the dqminions of the Moj^ receive from 
European commerce ; liace this port bemi^ alfo to that 
the neb Qioos^i-ch, as well as Surat, which is almoft at the other end 
«««* the InSts, The French have a very flouriihmg factory 
^^opt^ here, under the iafpeffion of a dircAor-general, and other 
Mogul. olHcers, as at Penaichery ; receive, genially Q^eaking, the 
fame number of ftups from Europe, and make^e like returns 
thither K It is from hence that thi^ drive a trade with Siamt 
Cambodia, Cochin-China, and other countries fltoated in the 
peniofula without the CTnjig^^which is, pro^ly fpeaking, the 
country-trade. All forts 6f rich commodities and valuable 
maouladures are common here, and thereby aflbrd them ^n 
opportunity of making proper aflbrtmeDts for the cargoes of 


'*Hiftoire des Indes Oriestales, tom. ii. p. lai. ^ Diftionaire 
de Commerce, com. ii. coL 798. 


belief to all, or even to a great 
part of what they fay. fiat, 
notwithftanding this, there are 
fome fa£ts thdX come attended 
with unanfwcrable evidence; 
fueh as the feizing of the Jefuits 
at the diamond-mines, in the 
habits of Fafuirs,^by the infor- 
mation of (he Dutch, ^moft one 
hundredyears ago ; which is a 
faft pubfickly known (47), and 
muff, if their defign Km lAen 
abfolutely fnefrom blame, have 
cured them of this ftrange hu- 
mour of quitting their own to 
wear the habits of heathen 



which they were .then infefted, 
and to which they have ever 
fince, in fpice of all ' the fcan- 
dal with which it was attended, 
pertinacioufly adhered. A mo- 
dem writer, an ecdefiaftic of 
their own chnrdi, charced 
them with fomething woife tnui 
this, with refpeft to a ^ch hi- 
Man broker whom they perfe- 
coted to an ignominious death 
upon falfe informations, as ap- 
pwed by the French court's 
cauflng his relations to beUnno- 
bled^ who were at the tronblt 
to ^ and feek juftice as far as 
T^ailUs (48). , 


(47^ Bafiogt Jtimek$ dtt ProvioettUniet^ tm. L p. 6/4. (48) Mamw 

Hijl 6 ripi(tfur Us Mi/pons in Moloher, per F. Nnhrt, i*. p» jj*. 


their 



iic.9. 

<Mp>> ~ The dinmijl oiiie* of ilcei- 
arc feated hi ihe northeni part of this kingdom, and 
are of a verp dUCerent kind Invn th<^ of Vckonda, for they 
are dug ont of the earth ; erhere» here they are found in 
the land of thex)ver jGauai, and that through its whcde courfe 
from the moQDtatiu.down to Sounuflpour, that is, for fifty 
leagues together *. The proper foafon for fearching for them 
b m the month of February, when the waters are low ; and, 
at that dme, above ten thouftnd are employed in digg- 

ii^ and waihii^ the mud and iand taken out oi the river. 
The Aones found here are very fige but very fmall ; and thofe 
which the fyench Aile pointes naXtes^ ot clean Jpdrks^ are 
brought Aom thence. It b judged from cfaefe circomAances, 
that there are very rich mines in the mountains, but they 
are inaccedible, and therefore both the natives and Europeans 
are forced tp content themfelves with thefe pieces that are 
torn oiTby the torrents, and are broi^t down with the bhd- 
Hoods. Tlie company of the Indies have alfo a hltorj at 
Pepeli, and perhaps fome other fmall ones under the direc- 
tion of that at Ougli, ix^here tjjev have likewife an opportunity 
of dealing vrith merchants from all parts of JJta ; fuch as Per* 
^ans, Arahims, GuzuraUt Malabarians, Turks, Moors, Jeius, 
Ceergidhs and Armenians ; fo that it is here they difpole of the* 
greateA part tf their European goods and mahnb^ures, and 
at a better rate than in other parts of the ihdtVx " (0). 

The 


* Lullies Voiage aux Grandesindes, p. 47. **TAVia- 

MiER. Lvllier. Guyon. Icc. 


(O) We need not wonder 
that here, as well as at Surat, 
the Freneb draw to themfelves 
a great tride, fince they have 
a wogderful facility of accom- 
modating themfelves to the 
manners of the Orieutab as well 
as all other nations, tn confe- 
quence of this difpofition, they 
enter into fuch intimacies with 
. thdh, by their fupplcoefs and 
addrefs, make themfelves fucK 
favourites, that they obtain ear* 
lierinteUigsnce, and are Mated 
with more confidence than other 
nations, who bi^e a contempt 
for this manner of aAing, and 
think it 'injurioas to the Eonour 


of foeir countries. But, in ex- 
tenuation of this, it muft be 
allowed that the Emgl^ and 
Duttb are better eftablilhed, and, 
having been much longer in 
polTeflum of this commerce, 
carry it on in a more regular 
manner, and with a greater air 
of dignity and diftinAion; fo 
that it is to balance this, as well 
as to fupply fome other defjsAs, 
thatthe Frtutb Apply themfelves 
fo afiidtto'ufl/ to the Moors and 
other Mahometan traders; and 
it is vifible enou^, from the 
progrefs they have made of 
late, that, noewithftanding all 
ihs objeAions to which this me- 
thod 





19.2 Con^efts^,S(^ik9fi^t ^ • B. Xiy* 

^be . , The French,c(m^y of the ladies .fend their 0U|». r^®- 
French for Chfndt the J^e msuiaer as the reft of the Bu^b* 

ffnd annu- aod cany oa a cooftdil^e commerce ttm. 

Their cargoes conftft. pwtly*of commpihticSj.bttt chiefly in 
'?^h*na I Silver . the former iiddoih amounting^i^- * 

of that^^ tenth fart of the latter «. As to the m^Hsindize, it (^onfifts 
coaAnerct,^^^ arins/ fuch as piftols, Ycymitars .richly mounted, 
W /)&«>. clocks/ repeating wat^, and toys iojrold.ahd fllver; cam- 
accounu sublets of feyeral colouW,.pat chiefly . t^oe, fcaclet, and cinna- 
it. mon, ftuflsof feveral l^da; tap^ry, paper and pons, ma- 
thematical inftruments, and a grLit quantity of glafs and cryf- 
tal wares ; as alfo feveral forts of dimlled andpperfumed wa- 
ters, and red coral ^ With the Hrft iUps, the compsuiy Tent 
an agent, with an u^tentidm that hp ihould l^ve reiided'at Can^ 
ton, for which, with little difliculty, they obtsuned a permif- 
fioQ ; but he founfl himfelf founea/y there, and plagu^ with 
fo many demands, that, he .was obliged to fend away the 
homeward bound fliip without leave, and to lake (heker in 
a Chinefe habit in a convent of Dominicans Many t'reach 
veflels have made the run from Peru to Cinna with fuccefs, 

. and have traded, fome at thcf^pbrt of dnioy, but .without much 
profit ; moft of them at Canton with .better fortune The 
French have been defirous of intriguing in that country, as 
well as in the dominions of the Great Mo^, but hitherto 
without eiR:f^ ; for the Clnn^e are fo fubue and fo fufjpici- 
0118, more efpecially of foreigners, that it is very improbable 
they will ever be able to make any impreffion there ^ 
All the Europeans who have vilited that country agree that, 
as traders, the Chinefe are as gi'eat cheats as any in the world : 
but none give them a worfe charafter in all rtfpefts than the 
French^ who reprefent them as a bafe, brutal, cowardly, in- 
foleg^, and perfidious people, notwithftanding the fine ftories 
that are cold by'the 'miffionaries, of their wifdom virtue and 

n SifUonaifo de Commerce, tom. iv. col. 839. * Failure 

generale des Merchandizes envoyes a la Chine, Ac. r Re- 
coctl de Voyages aa Nord, tom. viii. p. 2^3. s Noveao Tour 
du Monde, par L. G. Ds za'Barbikais, tom, i. p. 951 . '* I>ic- 
tionaire de ComMQeree, tom. iv. col. $3^ ^ 

' tbOd is liable, it is, neverthf^efs, « ptdihy that have been ailopted 
veVy fucceftfot, as well as re* by the governors and diredo^s 
concileable to thofe maxims of gendraj at Pondicherry (49). 

(f9) TWvynvrcr, Lw/Z/rr, fr»Jon^ AV^irf. 



pditeoeii (pj. Itdoei not app^diat Frmtifhxi^ yet 
Mampted any totenx>i|r(e with the MttiiUih, 9bd therafort 
aU ive have toi^y of iheir commerce lo the tAds hera. > 

Bvr, b^re we condtKle this fi^ion, it Is lll^cell^ to TJ^ /gtSU 
fay fofflething of* tha^ extraordinary efiablif^nt, Which; 
from the favour of the crown^ and for the ufe df W pro- mairo/im 
prietdr^, Che perpetual company dT the Mies »jdy in Francei 
The mifitthy coafidered that, fer the comm^ioaS'Catryu]^ . 
on of th'fe commerce. It wonld he ndeeflary for foe company 
to have a port for the recepCion'of her Ihips, docks,' yards, . 

magazines, anc^arienals for confirn^Uog, equipping and re- ^'Orient. 


(P) We have a large accoent performing theih ; accuffomed 
of CifiMt its produce and Gom> to hraud, and fo adroit in bale 
nierce, and of the genius, man- pradices, and fo xnexhaaftihlc 
ners, and behaviour of the. na- in their fund of artifices, that it 
lives, in the letters of Mr. Zs is extremely difficult, ifnot im- 
Gentilds la Bmrilnaist who made poffible to prevent being dupes 
a voyage thither from the coafts to them in dealing. He parti- 
of Bretagne in the year 1 7 1 6,' but colarly obferves tnat^ with great 
did not publiih his account of •dfxterity they dblay as machos 
it till eight years after } his dedi- poffible, in order tp take ad van* 
cation to die Count Je MorwIU tage of that hurry vfoich the 
then fecretary of ftate, being near approach of their depar* 
dated at Rome thd loth of Juiy^ turemuft occtfion } and he in- 
17x4. In thofe letters there ate ftances their brmgiJig them a 
abundance of curious things, great quantity >&£ raw fiik, fo 
and the condu£t of the Chinefe moift as to weigh a third part 
is laid open with fuch an air of lefs on their return to Europe^ 
freedom and truth, that one can- and then offering to (lay till it 
not help believing the author was dry, which would have 
meant to paint them as they taken up at leaf! two months 
> appeared to him, not to deceive when they could fcarce afford 
others, or to gratify his refent- fO many days (50). He o»pa- 
inent. He wery candidly ac- nates on the avarice, injuftice, 
knowledges, that, the nation in and prcvaricatioy, confpicuous 
generaPare patient, frugal, and in their m^giftrates and the offi. 
indurtrious ; that their country cers of their revenue ; and, in 
is every where improved to the Ihort, (hews them in much die 
utmoft ; the endeavours of na- fanffe liglit in which they are re - 
tore aOifted where it is requi- prefented by foe mofl judicious 
fice, «id her jdcfefts fupplied by writers of our own nation, and 
labour and art : but then lie de- « who have written from thdr 
feribes them as full of flattery, own knowledge and experi* 
hy pocrify and deceit ; profufc in ence (5 1 ). 
promifes witliout any view of 


(so) Ntnnau Teur%i Mmde, per L.G. de U #««.!!. p. 197, 

(51) Dempur, Lukyer, WaUet't jittoeet </ CammoJert 


Mod, Hist. Vol. XI. 
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pairing 



Conquefis^ S^kments^ and Di/coverieSf ef B.Xiy , 

pairing them, as wdl as warehoufes.for the reception of mer« 
chandize ; and, lb accommodate theip as well as poflible in 
all thefe refpe&s,,no place oWas thought fo proper as Port^ 
Louis in Bretugwe *. This is a very fpacious, fafe, and con- 
venient harbour, at the mou^ of th* river Biavet, capable 
of receiving large ihips, which may fafely pafs to the bot- 
tom of the bay. Yet, notwithftanding all thefe advantages, 
it was very little frequented by veflels of any fort, and hard- 
ly ever by any thing better than fiihing-velTels ; fo that, be- 
llowing it upon the Ea^ India .company was no detriment 
to the trade of the kingdqm It was granted by the king's 
declaration, *dated in the month of June idS6, purporting 
that his majefty gave and granted unto the company the village 
called Feandicky and feveral others feated on the rivers Hen- 
neban and Ponfeot, with whatever void, wafte, and unoccu- 
pied places belonged to the crown thereabouts, to be dif- 
pofed of in fuch a mannar, as they Ihould t^ink moft con- 
venient for their intended eflablKhment ; and in this ' they 
had the full property and fexgnory, without any rents, fer- 
vicc or reAriAions, lave, only rendering homage upon every 
change of the crown \ Here therefore the Eajl India com- 
pany fixed the center of their commerce in France, and fp^t 
V a great deal of money in making docks and ydrds, 'and other 
conveniencies, bellowing upon it the pompous name of 
Port L'Orient ; and, in time of war, the king caufed 
feveral large (hips to be built and launched there, without 
any interruption to the company's affairs, which were then 
upon the decline ( <^). 

But 

• Hilloire de la Compagnie des lodes, p. 68. > Nouvelle, 

Be^iption de la France, tom. iv. p. 342. " Declaration 

£ 3ur rfitablillement la Compagnie des Indes Orieqtales an Port 
ouis. Di^onaire de Commerce, tom. iv. col. 220. 

( Q^) This roya^ grant of all the improvements that have 
a moft capacious and commo> been hitherto made, or that 
dious port, was one of the ^r- lhall be hereafter made, ought 
lifft, and none of the leaft con- in jufttce to be aferibed. if we 
^crable favours obtained for confider it only in the r^ation 
ike company from the crown* it bears to the nature and de- 
by the interpofition of Mr. CW< fign of this commercial ella- 
htrt, who forefaw the advan- bhlhment, we mull allow it to 
tages that might refult from be an advantage which the 
it (52), and to whole fagacity French company of Indies 

JleiIar0tun feur /* it U Ctm/egnit itt Jndu Orientmht 

au Fen Louiu 

. enjoyed 



C. ih 'i French in thi Eaflf Ih^. 

But this, coming with the reft of the^efthfb aadpof-^//^ 
fellions of the Eqfi ^Indm compka^ upon the fame terms, and •wbub an 
on the like truft into the hands of the perpetual company u»- 
of the In£esy they^have made it quite another thing than'/^^ h 
it was, and have render^ it in all refpe^ worthy the title 
given it by their predcccflbrs *. The park, which is of 
confiderable dxeent, enclofes thdrwarehoufes and magaziop/**^'^*^* 
which are prodigioudy large, very conveniently difp^^, 
thoroughly well built, ftrdng]^ vaulted and covbred with blue 
Hate ; the apartments of the direflors and other officers of 
the company, eompofe altogether Wo handfome piles of 
building, and are very commodious ; they have likewlfe a 

* Hiftoire dea Indes Orientalcs, tom. iii. p. 151 •*375. 


enjoy beyond that of any other dom, and which, from the cre- 
conpany in Eurjf * ; and tho', dit thefe kind of people ufually 
as yet the importance of it has have with the minifters, miifl 
not appeared in its full extent, turn to the company*8 preju- 
yet in proportion as the coin> 4 ic{. Laftly, df we refle& up- 
nany's airairs.advance, we may on it as a national point, it is 
be well alTared that the bene- of no lefs confequence, fince it 
fits arifing from this convenient affords both ftrangers and fub- 
and magnificent centre of their je£ls an opportunity of feeing 
trade, will become more and and contemplating this branch 
more confpicQous. If we look of commerce, raifes the credit 
into it more ftri£tly, we cannot of it; and, by attrading inha- 
liL'Ip feeing that it is of vaft bitants to the towns in the 
utility to the company in keep- nctghbonrhood, as well as a 
ing all her concerns immedi- great concoarfe of people upon 
aceJy under the eye of proper certain occafions, and produc- 
^ qfficers in one place, where they ing a brifk and regular circula- 
' may afiift each other in cafes of cion of money, it is of grgjic 
emergency, qpd where fuch fervice to this part of Britta/rjr, 
meafures may betaken forpre- where the port^being moft un- 
venting frauds and embezzle- accoqntablv ncgicfted, the peo- 
ments, as jnuil contribute to pie throu^out the adjacent 
their fecurity in a high degree, country were in a very low 
It likevvife prevents thofe con- and kdigent condition ; where- 
tinual, difficulties and difputcs as, in 1746, the town of Z.'0- 
whicb would ocberwife arife ritirt is faid to have offered fif- 
betwe^ the company and the gr dioufand pounds llerling to 
king's (^cersor farmer’s gene* prevent being «burnt and pil- 
r^l, in ref]:^ to duties and to laged by the KngUp at the time 
the d|ilribufum of Eaft India Qf their making a defeent upon 
commodities through the king- this coaft (53). 

From 0 Manufiript Ihftorj that E*peditlo» « ptrfin 

tbtrun, 

14 fpacious 



Cenjuefis, StNlmettts, an3I)^avjg4aj tf. See. B.XIVk 

fpacious rope-walk, a m^polne of mjifts, and a fioe arfenal. 
BdFore the niagazloes lie iIm qaays, which are aiviiays, kept , 

' clean and In repair ; clbfe to them the are inoored, 
lb, as to take in car deliv^ their lading with all imaginable' 
facility; and the town, port, docks, ydrds, and all their 
dependendes are covered and protefl^ by a good citadel r. 
The company of the. Indies, at the breaking out of the laft 
war, had upwards of forty very fine ftiips of their own ; and, 
according to dieir prefent efiablifliinent, they fend ten or 
twelve every year to the Indies; that is, two to China, three 
to the gulph of Bengali three or four to Pondicherry, one 
or two to the ifiands Thus the reader has feen, in as nar- 
row a compafs as it was pofiible to bring fo great a quan-. 
tity, and that too of fuch variety of matter, the hifiory of 
the Eaji India companies formed in France, as well as of 
their commerce and fettlements from their fiffi attempting 
fuch a correfpondence to the prefeiit dmt; with all the 
changes and revolutions they have undergone, and the con- 
fiant !^nd zealous attention which the ableft of their minifiers 
have fliewn, in proteAing,t.dfi promoting a trade which they 
have ever conlidcred ^ of the highefi; importance]; and which, 

^ in fpite of repeated dilappointments, and notwitjifianding in- 
numerable obfiacles, they have at length brought into a pro- 
mifing, at leafi, if not a proTperous condition (R). 

7 DiAionaire de Commerce, tom. ii. col. 220. Hiftoire 
des lades, p. 3O9, 370. 

(R) The judicious and Intel- the perpetual company of the 
ligent reader will difeern clearly Indies, the vigilance of the mi- 
from this hiiloiy,the troth of what nillers in fuperintending the di < ') 
ha^ been fuggelled not only by re^tion of their afiaire, and feve- 
other writers but their own al- ral other lavourable cirenm- 
fo, that the French are lefs qua- fiances, have undoubtedly put 
lified for undertaking and man- their concerns on a feoting in- 
aging with fuccefs ichemes of comparably better than any of 
extenfive commerce than their their predecefibrs, and may rea- 
neighbours. For, without doubt, fonably infjpire them with the 
there has been more pains taken, hopes of teeing their returns 
snore money employed, and augmented,' ' and their profits 
greater loifes fnfiaini^ in prov enmrged as well as their power 
curing from themf ^whatei^er and ififiaence in the /»</;>/ very 
(hare they enjoy at prefent in moch extended. But then, On 
the Ba/ India trade, than was the other haad, they are not al- 
found requifite for eftablifiiing together free from ap^reheit- 
any of their rivals. But not- lions. The maxims and mea- 
withftcndiBfg this, the prodigi- fures of the cdthrt may change; ' 
ous cncottragements given to nor is it at all iihpoifible that 
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C H A P X. 

Tie Hijhty of the Eftabltjbmem of a Cmp<^ 
trading to the Eaft Indies, under the (Barter of 
his Imperial Majejiyfrom Oflend : tie Founda^, 
tioHi Fiews^ andProgrefs^ that Company : the 
Cpj^ion formed againjt it by tie Maritime 
Powers and other Potentates of Europe : the 
Confequenees of this Cppofthn in embarrqffing 
the general State of Affairs : the Supprejfion 
of tie Oftend Company : the Endeavours ufed 
to revive it \ their Failure and its total 
Extinction. ^ 

SECT. I. 

The pretended as well as t^ real Motives to the pro- 
pojing A Commerce *hetweh the Auftrian Nether- 
•lands pnd the Eaft Indies ; the Meafures taken upon 
this Head by the Imperial Court ; the Alarm this ^ 
gave to the SuhjeSis of the Maritime Powers \ and 
the Colour of Right they alledged to binder any 
fucb Settlement^ as being repugnant to Treaties, 

T H E diftinftion between the Aujlrian or Spanijb and Tbe inha^ 
the United or Dutch Netherlands, arofe from the cef- T 
fion made by his Catholic Majefty, who had been the legal 
*fovercign of them all, to the Archdukes Albert and Ifatiella, 

the ftate of public affairs may their neigh bcuirs may be more 
alter, any or all of which muff wifely, or, at leatl, more fortu- 
prove detrimental to this com- nately mAaged than during the 
pany. The connexions into courfe of the laft war ; and, if 
which they have entered with through any of thefc accidents 
the minifters and governors of they fliould be fubjeded to con- 
thp Bfpgni, may, if they are not fiderable Ioffes, the confequen- 
blelTed with a fucceflion of able aces might be very fatal not. 
and prudent officers in the Eaft withfiaming all that has been , 

Indies turn as much to their done for them, r^ocwichftand. 
danger and *prejudice as they ing the farprifing fuccefs they 
have* hitherto done to their have met with, and notwith. 
benefit and reputation ; neither ffanding that florid appearance 
is it at all knpofitble that, in cafe ffie makes at prefent. • 
pf a t^ft rupture, die affairs of 
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liOW' of thofe ten provinces that continued in obedieoce to him when 
Countries the other feii^n threw off the yoke and became a fi*ee ftate. 
txcbtiedby This great event happened in the year 1598/' when, by the 
very aft by which theSe province^ were given to the' princes 
f ^^*^*‘®*™®*i*haned, it is d^ared that nqne of their fubjefts 

i^mto ^ liberty to fend any (hips to, or carry on any iraf- 
In- either theiT^^ or Indies upon any pretence what- 

dies. and foevcT ; and, in cafe they (hould offend in this particular, his 
from*what Catholic Majefiy referved to himfelf the power of puni(hing 
aetivfj. them' who (hall be found fo offending, and thatSn the fe- 
vered; manner, by the cpnlifcadon of their goods, and even 
with death itielf *. This reftriftton which, no doubt, was in- 
tended for the benefit of the fubjefts of Spaing and with a view 
of preferving to them all the advantages accruing from the^ 
commerce oF both the Indies^ was the reafon that the inha- 
bitants of thefe provinces contented themfelves with their 
ownmanufaftures, and fuch a ibrmgn trade as they could fafely 
and legally carry on,, not only while they ' remained under 
thofe princes, but alfo after they were again united to the 
crown of Spain upon the depnife qF the Archduchefs Jfabella 
in 1638 But during afi this fpace, they lookpd upon that 
redrain t as a thing very har(h and griev'ous, and from which 
* they were very defirous of being releafed, tho’ the applica- 
tions made for this purpofe from time to time to the court 
of Madrid were condantly rejefted, cither from principles ot 
policy or prudence, to avoid giving offence to the Spaniards^ 
who looked upon this exclufion as one of the highed and 
mod valuable prerogatives of their monarchy, and by which 
they were particularly didinguKhed from the red of the 
fubjefts of his Catholic Majedy, and who were all under the 
like incapacity ' (A). ^ > 

K. But 

0 

■ Corps Qipleinatique, Tom. V. P. i. p. J74. ^Le Clfrc 
H ifioire des Provinces Unies, tem. ii. p. 148. «'Hilloire 
dc las Indias Occiden(ales,por Ahtonio de Herrera, Decad.i. 
lib. ii. c. 4. 

a. 

(A) The inhabitants of the Archdukes Albert and IfabcUa^ 
Le»\,-Cauntries objefted to thif upon the concluiton of tnh truce 
reftr ftion at the time, and op* with the States, till they bad 
pofed it as a thing inconfident fworn to defend them in all 
with the rights of the joyful en- their juft rights,* whence they 
try which was the known con- concluded ^e reflraim from 
ftitution of thefe provinces, failing to the Indit$ void ; be- 
Nay, dicy would not mbmit, or caufe it was incompatible with 
^ take the oath of fidelity to the thofe rights. This it the rea- 

foning 
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Bar At let^h the Cardinal Infant, being intrafted with How far 
the adminiftration of thefe countries to ingratiaas himfelf with Can/i* 
the* people, foUiclted Philip the /oorth with fuch' earneftnefs 
affiduity, that about the year 1640 hehadalmoft brought 
this point tp* beai;, and prevail^ fo far as to obtain leave 
for the inhabitants of the Aujtrian Netherlands to trade in 
ali thtde parts of the Eqf Indies, that had been conquered, and 
were poflclled by the- Pcrtuguefe, But it fell out unluckily, 
tbit bdfore any benefit cowd be had from this grant, the 
people df Portugal revolt^ and then it was thought requifite 
to cancel, and even to difavow aqy fuch conceiHon, that it 
might not giv^ offence to the Fortugue/et or prove a hin- 
drance to their fubmitting themfelves again to the crown of 
Cafile, with which the Spaniards Hattered themfelves then, 
and for a long time afterwards. It was the more unfortu- 
nate for them that no memorial was preferved of this grant, 
except a letter from the Cardinal Infant to the magiftrates 
of Antwerp^ in w'hich there is nd more than his Catholic 

* Majefly’s l^lng brought to incline to fuch a conceflion as is 
mentioned After this we Ijear nothing farther of fuch -a 
projcft for,near threefcore years, tiuring all which fpace^ how- 
ever, thefe provinces remained in fubjcftion to his Catholic 
ftiajefty, and, the people fenfible of this reftriffion, never in- 
termeddled with this prohibited commerce, and if any of them 
vifited the Spahijh territories in America^ it was in the king’s 
(hips, and in his fervice ; in which cafe it was fuppofed 
that they did not fall within the penal claufe before-men- 
tioned ; yet, in this time, the inhabitants of the Low-Countries 
were in a very mean and diflrefled condition, and fo much 
a burthen upon Spain, that the court ought in reafon to have 

^ liftened to any propofal that could have been made for their 

* relief, occafioned chiefly by the wars with France, and ^heir 

• 

< Placarts de Brabant, tom. i. fol.^aa^. 

• • 

foning of the States ofBrahnt, ment, fincc, in regard to tliefe 
in a memorial of theirs, in fup- matters/ we barely reprefent. 
port of the company (i)j without prefuming to decide 
but how far it is conclufive, concerning them, 
muft be left to the reader’s judg- . 

ft ) Memeire pouf fervir dt Re/piufe de lo part dot Bratt de Brahant h 
Btmonpanet quo les OirtSteun de la Cumpagttie des Jndti Orierta'-t itablie ta H /- 
Imnd/ent fiite aux Seif amt Eteti Gtoiraax des i'rowiw* Unifs au fiijet de la 
Xdavifittoii & du Comnune det Habitant dis Fas-Bas Autr.sb tit aux ditu la- 
dtt, OS. aid. I7»3* • 

N4 
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India com- 
pany /aid 
to he efia- 
hlijhed in 
the Low*' 
Countries 
hy Charles 
II. 


. M mp4riid ^ ^ B» xm 

having two, fomttlinea ihre«, laios 4 ^a 
them*(B). .r . .i < '> r:- 

iN the cei^'of fi'ihs^Aii^iiecoiid^ ^ hA king 
the houfe of At^/fia, the Aatea tA Fkadbnd' tfkfafeied de- 
fign, and, having reprelMtkl to that monarch hew much 
inch an ^bliflutient would oontrihute to the weHhre of his 
fisbje^f-atadthe aughientafleB of the rbpl revenue, theyfro- 
cured a charter for ercfting a company impowered tomde in 
foch parts of cher £4^ JndiU and the coaft of Cuiruat as wtrc 
not in the pofi^on' of other nations 9 and the cn^kal was 
to confift of two miilbns of florins, one fourth part to be 
affually raifed before the end of the month O&oher 1 698, 
and the refl; in the year 1700 and 1701 ^ Hut here again 
they met with another misfortune ; for the treaty of parti- 
tion being made about this rime, damped the fpirits of the 
people to fuch a degree, that the fcheme could not be ear- 
ned into execution*; and the death of his^ Catholic Ma- 
jefty following foon after, and, immediately upon that, the 

* Gviccard Defeript. des Pjiys Bas. ^ La Verite du Fait, 
de Droit, et Tlnteret de tou^ ce ^ui concerne les Commerce des 
Indes, etabii aux Paix Bai Autrichiens, par Odroi M. J. & 
Catholiqae, §.xxxvii. f Basnage Annales des*Provinces 
Unies. 


(Bi Thafe fafts are all men- 
tioned io the memorial of the 
States of Brabant, which we 
have before cited, and they 
diftinguiih therein between the 
right of navigatineto, and trad- 
ing in the oxyoffejf Indies, to 
the prejudice of the Spaniards, 
and the natural right of all people 
to trade wherr Other nations 
are not legally polTel^ed of an 
exclufive commerce, which they 
affirm they always had, which 
w'as no way affected tly tUs Ve- 
ftriclion, and which was ac- 
knowleged and confirmed by 
the oAroiof Charles thefecond, 
granted in 1698, and in con- 


9 

fequence of which, a company 
would moft certainly have been 
ereded if the unhappy ftate that 
publ^aiFairs foon aher fell into 
had prevented it (a ): they 
fsnther add, that with refpefl to 
this right, it was not in the *■ 
power of their fovereigns, as 
dukes of Brahatt, to leffen, 

' much more to give It up by any 
treaty ; becaufe they w^re pre- 
vioufly engaged to their fub- 
' jefls by oath, never to cake any 
ftep of this kind ; in proof of 
which they cite feveral claufes 
firom their fundamental •con- 
' flitution (3}. 


(2) RM»ulBtPertfuii'jlSt,Nij^iatietnMiimhes, 

St9‘ li. P- *OQf ( 3 ) Eatrtff d§ U JeytmJ* gntret de fa MSaJeJte 

et CatiblifU eo Lai^u Brebanconne* ** 


tote 
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loijpp W3f^ about tha ri^a of hce^wa, all thoughts of this 
nattm werelct fell at lieaft for the pr^t ; 'whe^s;' if 9fi^ 
thfog had bees done, or fo siueh as a Ihifi^font, it 'might 
have' pvo^ented thofe difpotes which have g^en occaifofi^^ ' 
this fo^Hou. Af'^nr the l»ttle of RamU^s m iyo6 die 
irian Netberldnk f^ under the proteflioa of ‘the Martdihft 
Powers, who held it as it were in troft for his Imper&FMa- 
jefty, into whofe pofTeffion it did not come dll ten years af- 
terwards, and then, in coniekjoence of a negotiation hj which 
It pafled under the fame reftridioos to whiSi it had fob- . 

jeAed by the crown of Spain, in sefpeft to the comnierce of 
the India, fn this flate they we^ when his Imperial Ma*- 
jedy declared |iis ferene highnefs Prince Eugene of Sonny go- 
vernoi^-general, and the Marquis de Prie counfellor ^ fiate^ 
with the power of adminidriog affoirs in his Highnefs's ab- 
fence, and under his orders, not long after which the thoughts 
of attempting^ corrcfpondence with the Indies were revived, 
and fome attempts made to edefl it K * 

We may clearly perceive from this dedufHon, that there is PPiren ihe 
no foundation for the fentimept which commonly prevails, ^as firfifteps 
if the lubJefts of his Imperial hfajedy were ternfM^ to jet up •ufere/aPem 
an E(^ India company by the example of the MtJjjiJJippi pro-^'' 
jeft in Prance, and the ScuM Sea kbeme in Eng/and; where- 
as, in truth, this defign was of an earlier date than cither », 

Some private perfons lent a ftiip or two in 1717, and thefe ouend. 
meeting with tolerable foccefs, were followed the next year 
by two or three moi-Ct authorized only by the governor-gene- 
ral's letters and palTports ; or, as they are diled in the letters 
and memorials relating, to this bnfinefs, Lettres de Afer% In 
this fhape the new commerce foccceded fo happily that many 
were dedrous of engaging in it, and the granting of thefe 
licences, or Lettres de Mer, became a thing very luonaTlve to 
certain perfons in the adminidration About this time fome 

aftive foreigners began to intermeddle and fo pvojefl the form- 
ing qF a company at in which deUga they foon met with 

fo great encouragement, that they ventured to make overtures 
to the miniders at Vienna, which were favourably received. 

In the month of October 171$, they had the drd intelligence 
thtjjp oqe of thefe licenfed (hips had • been feized by a 
Dutch veflcl in tlie fervice of the Wefl India company on the 
coad of Guinea, and confifeated with her whole cargo, with- 

>> R9VSSBT, Recueil Hiftoriqqe d'Afts, Ncgociatioas,' &c. 
vol.^ii. p. 4. ^.Defenfe da i>oit de la Compagnie Hoi- 
(andoife des Indes Orientales, &c. Roussb'^ Recueil 

d*AAes, Ne^ociations, &c, yol. ii. p. 4. 
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^tlbiirachut)ie<eKiiioay ofa pnxieb'. Of this the )m> 
minifter complaioed at Bagw^ but could obtain 
finly darky indeterminate an/weiSy which manifefted an In* 
,teaiioii ra^r to maintain this afkioUf itcioe it was done, than 
.to enter into an explanation of the motive!^ that might fervi 
10 juAify it ; exc^t. that this Was an illicit trade, in which 
jfcxne merchants ix Antnterp had engaged through avarice, 
and\irhidiy.if they continu^ purfuing, would be found ra- 
tb^ ruinous than advantageous $ and much the fame ufage 
they met with from another quarter upon a complaint of the 
dike nature, for the feizlng another (hip under cdour of her 
bang engaged in an iilegal commerce in ports Where (he had 
no.i^t to come "*(€). * 

Rtprif*k ^ Buxv Bpo“ ^ application to the government in the Ju* 
maJt by Lofw-Countriis ligntfyiog the treatment (hips had met 

t under his Iiuperiai MajeAy*s flag, letters of reprifal, 

rer's cafllv obtained by the intereA of thofe who began to 

* Aile themlelves a company. Captain /irinf^r,wiro commanded 
tbi tbe veilel that had bein taken on the coaA of Guinea^ conceiy* 
Butch iog he Aiould be juAified by jhe authority of thefc letters. 
Weft In* proceed^ to tiieBawnx, wh&re meeting with his o\yn (hip he 
dia fMi. icizcd her again, and brought her into OJiendy with a very 
I valuable lading of elephants teeth and gold duA, bHonging 
to the Dutch IVeJl^ India, com^ixiy^. That company com- 
plaining to the States General, their minlAers at Brujfels and 
Vienna interpoiied warmly, in which they were fupported by 
the influence of Great Britain, The letters di reprifal, 

* La Verite du Droit, et d'lnteret de Commerce des Indes, kc, 
f. xxxix. ■ Memoires du Temps, p. 391. » La Ve« 

rite du Fait du Droit ic dc Tlnteret de }a Commerce des Ihdes, 

(C) We are indebted (or ried on from the Aufirian Low- 
thefe fafis, and \he explanation Countries to the Indies, ^nder 
of them, to the treatif«*written his Imperial Majefty's char- 
by the famous Mr. du Mm, ter (4). Several learned pieces 
Baron of CarUjenmn, who, hy were alfo written on the other 
order of his Imperial Majefiy, fide, which we have likewife 
compofed a treatife in which he conlulted, in order to reprefent 
undertook to give a true ftate this importaqt affair with** as 
of the faft, the right, and the much impartiality and perfpU 
intereft of the commerce car. cuky as it was pofllble. 

a 

(4) h* Verite du Fait de Droit, et de Pleterefi dettut ee fui eencene /a Cem^ 
mee des Inda, etmUtuu* Pais Bat AutrUbteus, fur OBrt^ de fa BUjefli Im^ 
fertult Cd Catbeisfuef BrusttUu 1725, 4/0, 


however, 



liowercr, vtft i|)fifte4 .9poo, «qd'%>««!i%t 
of the imall regard that M beea %v?A<)>ut a j(ii 9 i 4 ), thoe;^ 
fere on a like apptotlcm ficoita his ; . fo jOi^ 

it was eafily perceived, that tho’ they^ ipet tX^AygOqN^ 
words and great a^nranoes of fricndibb ai^ yet 

tisfaflion aim rotation m hardly.ft>^^^e;y^ed 0, , ThU 
was a very hardy and a very extraordinary ei»tcrprh», confi- 
dering the naval foree of iiieMaritioie>piovm^ andhow-pevly 
they were concerned, and which it was nor, at all dijficolt to 
.f^rhey were refolv^ makea^epnunon caufe. 'Bntnot- . 
yiithftanding this, the minilters at f^iVmut retjoalDed firm,. and 
infiAed thatfthe (hbje^s of the "SiiipeFor ha^dng jbe» iirft 
injured, it was put reafonable they Ihould l)e,the.%ftlai(b 
that i-eceived fad^afiion. This drew, the ncgpciatiMi into 
fome length, and as gaining time in fuch cafes is gening a 
great deal, fo able miniAers are never at alofs for ex^d^s 
in matters of this fort; and their management thi^ug^.tbe 
whole was fteh as l^wed them to be perfe^ mafters. }ix 
that art, than which nothing could be piore nfeful at this 
junfiure, fince It ferved to keep the Maritime Powers in (uf* 
peofe, and to raife the fpirifs t>C his Imperial Majefty's fub> 
jefts, wCo faw plainly how inclin^ the court was to 
•fupport and protcft them f. . t 

This gave fo much credit to the new company, that m 
the year 1720 they equipped five large Ihips for the Indus, under 
and the year following fix more ; three for China, one iex 
Mocha, another for Surat, and the coaft of Malabar, and henfiens, 
the fixth for Bengal, which provoked the Dittch to fuch a wbieb, 
degree, that they (eized a veflel richly laden by the merchants bewevtr, 
of Bruges, and ordered her cargo to be fold, notwithftand- «refoon 
iog^he applications of the Imperial mlnifters at the Hague to 
prevent it. This misfortune was followed by another ; an 
Englijh privateer taking very foon after, on the coaA of Ma- 
dagafear, an OJiend homeward-bound /hip ygry richly laden, 
whith fo difeouraged the new company that they ordered a 
new Hiip they were then fitting out to be laid up But, 
in the months of May and Ju^e 1721, they received two 
/hips from the Indies, and in the month of September two 
more, the cargoes of which being expofed to fale, went ofi* 
a^fo round a rate, that they found themfelves not only in- 
demnified for their lofi^j but likewife in a condition to carry 

" Meiftpires da Temps, p. 411. a Roussst, Recoeil 
flifioriquc d'AAs. Negotiations, &c. vol. ii p. 4. s DiAio- 
oaire de Comnferce, tom* ii. col. 1165, 
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Oft' du^ CQDimelte with' greater fucce^ ihitn evtr. ' The only 
tUogih^ wanted wa» a legal eAablilhiaetif ; for though the , 
Im^ial court -had, for a long thne^ hafteved them with the 
Slopes of lettm patents, yet th^yhad hitherto delayed them, 
to avoid an open ^nat^ with the maritime powers, which, 

'at iiat jnnftnre cfpe^y, would have very inconvc- 
udent T. - ' 

OSfa!» a Bvx, Xoon after the ittnvai of th^e laft-mendoned ihip^, 
fnm/c of the .company having money in their hands, and powerful 
a charter, jfiiends at the court of f'^na, refolved to negleA hothing 
and the that might contribute to put their affoics on the bed feunda. 

eemmum- po^k ; and,' with fois view, they fent fome of then* 
eatton of to court, very wdl foruilhed wltb.inftrudions and 

i/j ««- conlidcrable fnms of mon^. Thefe gentlemen ma- 

^ naged their aiFairs with fuch diligence ai^d prudence, that 
th^ obtained a promife of a charter as extenftve as they 
couHwifo, or any company in Ewnpe had received; the 
draught of which Was imm^iately communicated, and gave 
them indre fotisfafilion *. This charter was to have conmled 
of feveral articles ; importing, that the diredrors ihould be re- 
trained to eight, to be choien out of the wealthietrand mot # 
experienced merchants in the Aufirian Low Countries ; that 
'^they ihould be allowed four thoufand florins a year folary; 
that none of them fhould continue above Ax years, or be 
capable of bdi^ rechofen till they had been a full year out 
of office : that a general court of the proprietors fhould be 
held every year for the choice of dire^rs, when the com- 
pany fhould name twenty-four, out of which lit the Em- 
peror ihould chooTe eight : that the court of direffors, the 
treafury, and books of account, belonging to the company, 
ihould remain the Art thr^ years at Antwerp, and the next 
three years either at Ghertt or Bruges ; but that their fales 
tiould be contantly either at OJiend or Bruges : that the 
company's capital fhould conAA of ten millions of florins, 
and Aiould be divided tinto ten thoufand a^fions of one fhon- 
fand florins each. The prizes which rhe veflels in the fer- 
vice of the company fliomd «’ake in time of war, were to be- 
long intirely to the company, and were to be fold and dif- 
poled of for thar Drofl^ All the ammunition, proviAons, 
artillery, and naval ftore$, re^ulAte for the forts and fac- 
toties the conipany, were to be exempted fl-om duties and 
impoAtions In their pafTage through the territories either of 
bis Imperial Majefly, ,or of any or the lords or ecclcAallical 

“ / *” 

’ Memoire hiftorique et politique, tom. Ixx. p. 6 j 6 -^yS}. 

• Di^tionaire de Commerce, tom. ii. col, 1165. 
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gpods tranfported f>oard of the compea; Ihottht . 

pay fqr ail cuftpou, and dutien and eutwa^loiK 

ju/r ant. and ^more, till the ^piratlpn of the qiooih oi 
Stptember ly^f from that. time. f|X -/rr Ureter, 
7he Emperor likewlle promifed. tp, fend « p^fooTbiM vil^ 
a public chara^er to the Grfat ^ogult to. fetfjie 4m ^aUhinoe 
with hun|. and .to return him .'thanks for the permiffiOd hf 
had g^ted the company, not|oaly:tp er^.a faftory^ but a 
fort to procefl their. cpmAerce, jq, hiis.doinislon8;i The iKOr 
fpef): his Imperial Majefiy had hiadtihje^ in 

Lffw Countrkst and augmenting the rev^mes he drew ^lom 
thence, by fixing fo extenfive and profitable a commeree 
there, engaged him to nflurc tlie agents of that company of 
fiill greater favours. He even mtimated, that he woutd/fer 
mit all cufloms and duties for three whole years, ,aild. would 
make the pseprletors a prefent of. three hundred thoufand 
florin^ in ready money, to indemnify them ffom any lo0b 
they might fufiain on the firfi eOaUifiiment of their eom^ 
merce, which mufi, in the nature of things^ be regatded as 
inevitable, and therefore fome proviiion oughtf to be.lnkde 
«gainfl:#it *. • , ^ 

- § E q T. II. 

political Cqudtt£f of their High Mightwe£is ths 
Statej-Generalg the Court of Great Britain, and' the 
Crowns of France and Spain, in order to pjrocuro 
Satisfa3ion upon this Headg and- to prevent the Com^ 
merce of their SuhjeSls fufferingg from the Schemes of 
the new~ere£ied Company, 


favours raifed foch a fplrit not only fttnong the But tbt 
merchaats, bankers, and other perfons concerned inmuritime 
trade and money, but alfo among t(je nobility and gentry, powers in- 
that they (hewed an inclination to exert themfelves to the ut- « 
moll in the fupport of the new company.. It was not, how- *^^**^^*'^*^' 
ever, the inhabhants only of thefe provinces, and o^hcr fob- 
jc6ls of his Imperial Majefly, that encouraged this under- 
tafling, but die French, and Dutch, who were chiefly 

concerned in the ibipfung, and in .the management of the com^ 
pany's affairs, notwithflanding they very* Well knew they could 
never prdfper, but at the expence of their native countries, 
and of theeflabliihments for the fkme commerce long ago 


< Hiftoire des Indea Qrientales, tom. iii. p. 66. Bifiionaire 
de Commerce, tom. ii. col. i<66. 

a ' crefled 
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Ib thenl ' We need not wonder, therefore, that thia 
new company at Ofltttd fhould occaiion Ibch ifoife throughout 
idl Eurapei or excite great difcord and diAurbance, fo as to 
render this chapter as remarkable a part of general hiftory as 
any that finds a place therein. But it m'uft feem a little Arange 
atArA fight,* that the warmeA friends, and moA faithful allies^ 
of ^Imperial MajeAy, Aiould be the moA- violent in this op* 
pdAtlOtF.' ' One would have imagined, that the Emperor had 
the fame right in his donunions, that other princes and Aates. 
have in theirs, and that how contrary foever the eredling fuch 
a' company In the^i^rm JLsxv Ceuntriis ‘might to the in* 
tereAs-'of other nations, they could; however, have no juA 
claim' to demand or expeff chat his Imperial MajeAy fliould 
forego foch apparent advantages for their fakes, or, in plain 
terms, hinder hi^ own fubjedls from becoming rich, that 
thdirs might remain fb \ Yet this was the cafe, and the ma- 
ritime pOA^ers declared, in exprefs terms, that Vhey expefted 
his Imperial MajeAy fhould do this, and that he was bound 
by treaties to^Gom]dy with their demands. The States-Gene- 
nd, ^0^ thought thcsnfelvesr moA aggiieved, were earlieA 
and 'iottdeA In their oomplmnts; and, as it is impofTiblc to 
^ve the Englijb reader a fuller or clearer account of the 
grounds upon which they were founded, than by laying be- 
fore him the memorial pr^ented by Mr. Bruyninxt envoy 
from the States to the court of Vienna^ which contains the 
fubAattoe of all that was alleged -again A the Emperor’s right 
to cAabliAi fuch a company, we have made a fnccinff extraffc 
of chat very long meolorial, and placed it at the bottom of 
the page *(D). 

Seteral 


« MSreare hiftoriqae et politique, tom. Ixxi. p. 71 ^ Re- 
cueil hiflorique d*Ads» Negotiations, Memoires, et Traitez, par 
M. Rovsset, t6m.*iii. p. 64, 65. > HiAorical Regifter, 

vbL viii. p. 346. 


( 0 ) This excellent memoriaJl 
was preftnted by the ^uteb mi- 
niAer at' Fitkna, Mr. Hamel 
Ifi^idnx, on the ijftb of March- 
and thooeh the whole is 
- worthy of pem&l, yet, 
for the cafe of the reader, and 
to keep the more within bounds, 
hre will cite only the moft ma- 


terial paragraphs; which are 
thefe fc) : 

** Tncir 'Hiffh Mightineffes 
forefeeing the unavoidaole 
troubles that muft attend this 
a^air, if his Catholic and 
IsiperialMajcfty fhould, con. 
trary to all expeAation end 
equity, permit nb fubjcAs of 


(5) M^ieel voh «iif. f. 347. 


the 
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Several drcumAances concurred to quicken their WgUM^kfitr^ 
Migheinefles in caking this Aepj fbr^ diey were 

• treittd.y 

the Auftnun Netherlands to *' Itrger privileges dim beforcf 
proceed in their undertakings “ nor can it‘cter be imilg^de 
with refpeet to navi^tion ** dial their If 3 gh.Migbtiiie 0 iw^,i 
and trade to the Eaft Indies, ** who have made < 

contrary to the tenor and ** cfibrts»-'coatribatei fo qiy^ . 

* letter of treaties, and if qp- ** to the recovery of the 

* portion fliould be made to ** Netherlands, and fo, 
their High jydightineiles, in ** ddier parts of the SpantJ^ qio* 
cafe they attempt to make ** narchy, in favour of his Ch* ' 

** ufe of their right obtained ** thoHc and Imperil Ms^ed]^/ 
by treaties. But their High <* purfuant to their edg^^ 

*' MightinelTes, being defirous “ ments on that bjshaJf, 'Ceuld . 
of nothing more than to pre- •* poflibly* by entering into 
vent fach kind of troubles, ** thofe very engagements, de<f 
could not, '^n the prefect ** part from, or ever intend' 
junfiare, avoid making fuch ** to depart from, their ch^ 
reprefentations to his Impc- ** rafters, and their ri'gfi^ qf 
rial Majefty, that by the* ^ maintalningthemfelvesthere' 
treaty concluded, in 1648, at ** in to perpetuity, obtained by 
Mundfjr, between his majefty ** the faid treaty of Mnnjler, 'or ^ 
the King of Spsun then reign- ** that his Catholic and fmpe- 
ing, and his fucceftbrs, on ** rial Majefty had any intelio 
the one part, and their High ** tion, in recovering the faid 
Mightinefles on the other ** Netherlands, to make’jdt^n* 
part, commerce and navi * ** tiona in the faid treaty, much 
gation to the Eafi and Wefi ** Icfs deiign, contrary to the 
Indies were regulated and li> ** ftipulation therein fo plainly 
mited, with regard to the ** cxprelTed, to caufe any pre- 
fubjeAs of Spain, upon the ** judice to the StAtesin appii)^ 
foot they then were eftablifti- ** fo elTential and important tp 
ed, without power of farther ** them, upon which if 
extenfion ; and with regard ** fo firong^ infifted in the ne? 
to the fubjefts of this ftate, it <* gociationS ak Mnnjler, and 
was agreed, that the former ** without which that crea^ 

Ihould refrain from places ** could not have been coiif 
which the latter poflefted. “ eluded. 

'Fhefe articles have always **' Moreover, it is expteHy 
“ been religioully obferved, ** ftipulated, by the twenty. 

** nifd the inhabiiants of the ** ftxth article of the barrier 
Spanifl} Netherlands, at pre- ** txtzty,. that comiperce,, pnd 
** fent Jujlrtan, have never " all things relating to it Ihottld ■ 

** been permitted or tolerated ** remain, to all intents 'a^ 

** to trade*to the Indies, The purpofes, upon the lame foot 
** faid Netherlands, being fallen V it was eftablilhed at the treaty 
** under the dotninion of his ** of Munjlcr, and in the maor 
•* Catholic Imperial Majefty, ** ncr expreffed in the articles 
have not thereby acquired of the hid trea^' ; infoihuch, 

that 



aoff ,/j^ flifivtitd 

Butch /#' trcaittlyrfir^ed by their own Ee^ JhcSfd GOffipany, fome of 
thtrf^ ttvC; piru^pal cnanagers of which had aUb a coaliderable iateieft 
i>. Mi ^1 the government ; nat, the Ifause of affairs in Euro^ ieemed 
their to add weight to their interpoiitbn ; not that they depended 
nu^di on the remembiance of fervices aheady done> but be- 
effuettti- many things wluch the imperial 

, court wo^ be glad' to do, and which theycoi^ not well 
do- without their afliftanbe; laJftly, it wasjudgei! ealier for 
them to ob^n, and more honourable for the Emperor to 
grant, a, total reje£Hon of thefe of^s made by the projeflors 
of this new company, before a charter was aftu^y granted 
Yet their expedations in this refpeA failed them, and this 
memotiaC however warm and pathetic, had by no means 
that ioduence with which they had Battered themfelv^, not- 
withfiandi^g th^ had the concurrence, though from very 
diderent motives, of one of the greateft perfonages at, and 
a mioifter in the higheft credit with, the cqnrt of Vienna. 
The firfl: of thefe was the illuibrious Prince Eugene of Savoy, 
who, folely out of refp^ to juftice, and the true intcreBs 
JO the houfe of Aujiria, ‘de^^aised agaioB this meafure, and, 
with his ufual candour and plainnefs, foretold, that it could 
not fall to leflen that perfebb intelligence that had fo |png fuh- 
* ilAcd between his Imperial Majefty and the maritime powers, 
and which, in its conlequences, muft difturb that fyfbem upon 
whichrthe tranquility and independency* of was db- 

blifhed. The other was the Marquis de Prie, who, being at 
the head of the admioillration/m the Low Countries, was a great 

y Mercure hifloriqoe et politique, tom.lxxii. p. 551. 


that the faid treaby of Mm.‘ 
** Jier is evidently confirmed by 
'* the jtreaty of the bafrl^, even 
** at the time bis Ca^elic and 
**, Iq^erial MajefW was already 
pof&uion of the faid 
•’‘^eiherUmis, as likewife by 
the guaranty .of his A /- 
Majcily. 

'> f* And whereas the riyht of 
^^’the States, in .this paitienlar, 
is fo mauifeftr that their High 
** Mightihe^s have the utmoft 
rounds to expe£b from the 
** To much renowned friendfhip 
** and equity of his CathoUc 
■* and imperial Majefty, that 
** he will not favour or tderate 


any prejudice to the faid 
right, of, the iUte. They 
therefore amicably require, 
that this patent, which is 
faid to have been granted 
for navipation and commerce 
of the Muftrian Ketherlanis to 
the U^i^h may not be pub. 
liihed, but, withdrawn, or at 
. leaft , rendered ineife^al, 
a^ that fach orders may be 
, g^ven his Imi^rial Ma. 

that fuch kind of na. 
vig^an.and commerce, whe> 
thejf with patents or witiwut, 
may ibtirely ceafe ; and, that 
. the treaties in that refpeft may 
be executed,' 

• .. guitlCL' 
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gainer by licences, pa/lporcs, and commiilions, all of which 
he knew would ceafe, when the company obtained their 
charter ; and though his oppoildon was lefs reafonable, yet 
it was rather more violent * (E). 

•In Englandt things took exaAly the iSune tnm as in Hoi- Precau- 
land\ and the Eefi W/d company having, with the confent 
of the miniftry, petitioned the hotiie of commons upon this 
fhbjeft, it began to be conlidered as a national afhiir. " 

quicken, however, the parliament in Its proceedings, the di-^ 
reAors of that company cAufed the Dutch memorial before- inhabit- 
mentioned to j)e tranllated, and delivered to the members atA«// from 
the door of the houfe ; which produced all they could delire being con- 
A committee was immediately appointed, of which Sir Na-cemed in' 
tbaniel Gould was chairman, and, in due time, a report being *his trade* 
made, the houfe came to certain rcfolurions, upon which a 
bill was framed for preventing any fuUefts of Great Britain 
interefting theafelves in the capi^ of the Ofiend company, 
or entering into its fervice, under very fevere penalties; 


* Recaeil hinori<]^ue d'Aas, tom. ii. p. 4. * * Hiftori- 

cal Regidor, vol. viii. p. 346. 


(E) It may not be amifs to 
acquaint the reader with the 
arguments advanced by fuch of 
the imperial miniders as dif- 
approved the erection of the* 
Oftend company. They ob- 
ferved, that, independent of all 
abdrufe points, it was a faft 
fufiiciently clear, that the da- 
rn frian Low Countries were ac- 
quired for his Imperial Majedy 
by the arms, and at 'the ex- 
pence, of the maritime powers : 
that, vrithout doubt, when they 
did this, they could not appre- 
hend that their commerce in 
the Eaji Indies would be in any 
danger of fuffering from thence, 
finco» if they had, there was 
nothing eafier than for them to 
have prevented it : that if his 
Imperial Majedy entered into 
the pofleiGon of thefe countries, 
evensonder a tacit condition of 


holding them npon the fame 
terms, and in the fame manner, 
as they had been held by other 
princes of the houfe of duflrtat 
the breaking through this con- 
dition to the prejudice of the 
powers by whofe aflidance thefe 
countries were obtained, was 
not confident either with his 
intered or his glory : and that 
whatever advantages thlt new 
commeice might promife, it 
could not ht r^koned fecure, 
if the n^itime powers had re- 
courfe to violent meafures; and, 
at all events, could never ba- 
laficethe detaching thofepowcrs 
froih their connexions with the 
houfe of Aufiria* and obliging 
them, for the fake of fupport- 
ing dieir own intereds, to enter 
into a conjundion with that of 
Bourbon (6). 


(6) Rteueil bifiorique Negetioiiuu, Memirei^ et lr4ittm,*^r M-nf% 

Robjet^ tom, 11. p. 43. 


Mod. HisV. Vol. XI. 


which 


O 
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which bill pafTed both houfes, received the royal aj(lent» and 
became a la\v ; which, without doubt, had a confiderable 
operation, though it did not totally eradicate the evil, fome, 
who were by birth fubje^^s of the crown of Great Britairit 
continuing Aill to againA the public in,tercA, for the fake 
of acquiring or adding to their private fortunes But one 
gteat end. it certalply anfwered, which was, to let the reA of 
Europe fee, -that the court and the nation had the fame fen- 
timient upon this head ; and that the maritime powers were 
determined to take the fame part, as they were alike con- 
cerned in intereA in the event of this tranfa^ion (F). 

It 

^ Chronological Diary for 1723, p. 26. * Hiftoire des 

Indes Oricntales, tom. iii. p. 66. 

( 1 ) There is nothing that two thirds to the Eajl India 
can fet this matter in fo firong ^company, if they inform or fue 
and proper a light, as giving for the fame, otherwife one 
the reader a fuccin^i account of third of two Tuch thirds to the 
the contents of this fevere common informer ; recoverable 
by which it was enabled (7}, by aAion o*f debt; as is 
That if any fubjedl of his Ma- uiually direfied by all penal 
Jelly lhall contribute CO the efb- flatutes of a Uke nature, that 
bliOiing any foreign company conviflionsmay beeaiily made; 
trading from any part ot the andjthe attorncy-general, of his 
Jujlrian Netherlands^ to or from own authority , or at the rcla- 
the fWiri, and other places” tion of the laid united com- 
beyond the Cape ef Good Hope, pany, and for the company, 
deferibed in former afis, tot may file a bill, in the court of 
fecuring the foie trade thither chancery or exchequer, againfl: 
to the united Ea^ India com- any perfon who (hall have fub- 
pany of England^ or lhall be in- feritwd, contributed, or pro 
tere^d hi any ihare of the moted, any fuch foreign Eaft 
flock or aflions of any fuch India company, for the difeo- 
company, make any pay- very of his oifonce, remitting 
ments in money, b^ls of ex- or waving the forfeicute of the 
change, or otherwife, towards treble value of the ofFcnder's 
fupporting fuch company, or ftock in any fuch company, and 
ihall fubferibe to the eftalHilh- infilling only on the ftngle va- 
ing any other foreign company Jue; and thereupon fuch per- 
trading to the Indies^ or be fon lhall aiifwer to the bill,'nnd 
concerned in any flock foereiir, not plead or demur to the dif- 
Csfr. the perfon fo offending fhatt covery thereby fousht > and ift 
forfeit their intereft and Ihare cafe the fingle value fhall be 
In the Hocks of any fuch coib- decreed to be pud, one third 
pany, with treble the value ; part thereof fhall go to Ms Ma- 
•ne third to the crown, and jefty, and the other two thirds 

(7) hsatt 9* C##. tap, i$. Jiff, X, 

to 
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It was from hence very r^ooably imagined, that 
court of would, from a tendernefs for its own-ln- 

terelh, have recotifidered this ^int, and endeavoiir to GndJyiy'f 
fome means to pacify thofe powers, by whofe trCafures and 
armies thofe Very countries were' acquired, which h^d given 
rife to this difpute. But, notwithihmding the JoSbt follici- 
^tions of the Engyb and Dutch miilifters, the Emperor 
fee'med more and more determined to maintain Ms point ; Countries^ 
and therefore, in the month oi Au^ I 723 > a^tkallypub- 
lllhed, as at the clofe of tHh precemng year he had granted, 
his letters patents to thC dfichd company, though with fome 
variations from the plan before laid down. In the preamble 
fo thefe letters, the Emperor not Only took all the titles of 
the head of the houfe of Aufiria, but llkewife thoie of the 
king of S^ain^ and. In particular, flyled himfelf king of the 
Baft and Weft Indiest of the Canary Iftaiidt^ 8cc, ivith a view 
probably to grace this new and ample grant to the Oftend 
company,- which was eflabll/hcd for thirty years, With licence 
to trade to the Eafi Indies and Weft, and on all the coaib of 
JfricA, on this fide and on tlie pther fide the Ca^c tf Cdod 

to^he Coigpany. Ifanyfufajeft Aibjefb in the ftock of any 
ihall have accepted of any trails fuch foreign Company, fliall 
or know of any intereft, lhare, have one half part of the clear 
or concern, which any of his amdnntoftheroffeituresarifing 
Majefty's fubjeCls iHall have in by this aft : and in cafe any 
Any fach foreign company, and * of his Majefty's fubjefts (other 
fliall not, within fix mouths after than fuck as ore lawfully au* 
accepting the trull, orcOming thOifaed) lhallgOto,orbefbund 
to the knowlege of any fuch in, the Baft Indies, they are de> 
intereftj Cffr: truly difcovcr the dared to be guilty of a high 
iame, in writing, to the faid mifdemeanour, and may be pro- 
united company of England, o'r fecuted for the fame; in^any 
their court direftors, he ftiall court at Weftminfter i and, be- 
forfeit treble the value of the ins convifted*thqfeof, Ihall be 
intereft,* tfe. fo accepted in* liable to fuch corporal punilh- 
truft, or fo known and not dif- ment or imprifonment, or to 
covered, one moiety to the fuch fine, as the court where 
crown, the other to him who thcYrofccution h commenced 
will fue for the fame; or fuch ihali think fit; and the ofivnderS 
Ofiendar (hall, at the diferetion may be feized and brought tO ^ 
of ike court where the profeCu- EngUasd, and any juftice of 
tion is commenced, fuffer one peace may commit them to the 
year’s imprilbnment ; and he next county gaol, till fiifficienc 
that, within thctiineJiinitcdjflfflll fecuritybe given by natiiral- 
voiunArily come to the court bOrif fubjefts of denizens, to 
of direftors, and fliake a true appear in court, &c. and not 
difeovery, in writing, of the in> to depart out of the kitigdom 
tereft, lliarc, or concern; of any without leave. 
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Hope, thdr flups obfemng the ufua] cuftoms ; fo that, fup- 
poling it could be malutaine^, a more aihplc charter could 
hard$ be defired * (G). 

Suhftanct The capital, however, of the company was, by thefe let- 
ofthisntwttny reduced to Ibt millions of florins, and the number of 
and empU their aiftions to lix thoufand ; but, in olher refpeAs, they had 
injirument powcn and privileges laid down in the firft plan, and 
many more; for they were permitted to build forts and 
whatever parts of the Undies they Ihould think 
' 6t, as alfo to furniih thepi with all kinds of arms, artillery, 

and ammunition, that they thought convenieill. They were 
likcwife allowed to build and equip Ihips, of whatever fize 
and ftrength they thought proper, in any of the ports of his 
Imperial MajeAy’s dominions in the Low Countries, IfaJy, or 
dfewhere; as alfo to make leagues, treaties, and alliances, 
with the fOvereign princes and Aates of the Inddes, in the 
name of his Imperial MajeAy, with this reAri£Hon only, that 
they Aiould not make War on any potentate, whatever, with- 

t 

^ Recueil hiflorique d*/^£l's. Negotiations, Mpmoires, et 
Traitez, par M. Rousset, tom. ii. p. 5. 

'{O The readinefs with which were defined for China, one for 
the managers of this new com- Mocha, one for Surat and the 
snerce found monej^, and what- coal! of Malabar, and one for 
ever elfe was requilite to fup- the bay of Bengal (8). The 
port their defign, proceeded names of thefe Ihips were, .the 
chiefly from that extravagant St, Jofepb, the Wartemhurgh, 
appetite for gain that prevailed the Houfe ofAuJiria, the Emprefs, 
at this time through all Europe, the Brujfeli Gall^, and the ?' own 
as the difcovery of variousfrauds of Ghent, They gave out alfo, 
committed by the fervants of to encourage and keep up the 
fuch companies as had*already fpirit of tnofe who favoured 
anedablimedtradeinthe/«iA>/, them, that they had not only 
fumiihed them with agents and procured leave from tjie Great 
under-fervants extrelihely capa- Mogul to build a fort, for the 
ble of managing their affairs ; fecurity of their faftory, in his 
an'd to thefe merefore we'cught dominions, in which there was 
to attribute that furpriiing ala- fome truth, but alfo that they 
crity with which they caufed had obtained permiflion to efta- 
fquadron after fquadron to put blilh themfelves in China, tho* 
to fim. Thus, nocwithftanding that was afterwards found to 
they had, in 1 yzo, fent fix have no foundation at all, tho* 
ihips richly laden to the Indies, it is allowed they had a good 
yet, in 1721, they equipped the sntereft there, and were;,as well 
like number, of which three received as any (9). 

(8) hiamaire de Cmmertt, tom, ii. «/, nSj, (9} hjl e/ Stips fent in 
the Ofiend Campanj to ibo Indset, 
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out the leave of his Imperial Majefiy and his foccellbrs iirft 
had and obtained. In confidendon of sdl which girants, pri- 
vileges, benefits, and advantage, the find company bound 
themlUves to ofo, as a homage to his Imperial Majefiy, his 
heirs and fucceflbrs, on every fuccefiion, a golden lion 
crowned, of the weight of twenty marks, holding under lus 
two fore-paws the arms of the company, which were a 
fpread-eagle difplayed, with the terreftrial globe between his 
two heads, furmounted by aq imperial crown. Laftly, his 
Imperial Majefty undertook to proteA and defend the faid 
new company^ agaiqft all who &ould unjuftly attack them, 
and Ihould even, in cafe of necefiity, employ the whole force 
of his dominions, to fupport and maintain them in the full 
and free pofieffion and entire eiyoyment of the commerce and 
navigation granted them by theie letters, and obtain for them 
full damages and fatisfeAion, from any nation, frate, or po- 
tentate, that Ihould prefume to trouble or difrurb them; 
and (hould likewife, for the future, provide, in every re- 
fpefV, for their fafety and welfare, by any treaties, allianoes, 
or leagues, into which his Ihi|k^ial Majefiy, his heirs or 
fuccefibrs,* fhould hereafter enter with any power what- 
ever • , • 

Such was the efiablilhment of this famous company at 
Oftend, from which both the company ancf his Imperial Ma- yith alt 
jelly promifed themfcives fo many and fo great advances, ••^pnablt 
As foon as thefe letters patent were pubUihed, and regillred 
irf the fovereign courts of the Atiftrian Low Countries, thev*”^? ^ 
direftors taking poflelfion of their offices, held foon 
thdr firfl general court; in which it was refolved, that the^^^^ 
books of the company feould be opened at Antwerp, on the^z. 

*1 ith of Augufi ; which was accordingly done, and tha^with 
fuch fuccej^ as furprifed all Europe ; for the next day by 
noon the capital was intirely fubferibed, and by the end df 
the month of Augujl the flock of Hd^OJlefid company was 
fifteen per cent, above par The affairs of this new fociety 
were no lefs flourifliing in the M/ef, where the perfons they 
employed, being mofl of them toch as had ferved before 
either the Englijb or the Dutch Eafi India companies, found 
wayjfaud means to fettle faflories, with amazing facility and 
fuccefs, and to pulh their trade in fuch a manner, as very 

evidently fhewed, that if the interefls of fuch as oppofed this 

• 

• liCttres Patentes, &c. imprimees i Bruxelles par Eugenes 
Henri Priex, imprimeur de fa Majefle Jmperiale et Cathclique, 
en 1723, in 4®. ^ Mercurc hiftorique ct politique, tom. Ixxv. 

P. 2^9- 
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company did not get it fupprefled in ^rope, their efots in 
the Jkdies would do little, unM they, had recourfe to open 
force, fince all the arts to deciyE them at the courts of infidel 
princes had been aliys^dyiputm pr^ice without effeA 8 (H). 

I. Hifipire des Isdes Orientales, tQni.iu. p. 73. 

. ( H ) The knowlege their like to bp much hurt by any 
agents hsjl of the trade, and invidious reprefentations with 
the manner in which it ^ fucias were, free traders^ and 
carried ou in the Indies, tn- who had it in fheir power to 
ablcd them to get the better of choofe with whom they would 
any infinuations to the prejtt> or would not carry on a trade^ 
dice of the new company, by but in reference to other cir- 
fnggefting, in their turns, that cumftanees} all the IkiH and 
they were calculated to prevent addtefi in 'the world fignijied 
the natives from obtaining a nothiao; for 'they could nOt 
new market, 4nd by reprefenttng pretend to. put into any of the 
the advantages that muft nece^ ports belonging to other Bu- 
farily accrue to them, by ha- ropean powers, or expefl any 
ying an incrc^fe of purchafers^ lUffiftance or countenance froig 
and as the Indian princes want them, in cafe of ill vfage froii) 
not a fufHcicnt degree of fa^a- the natives, the bad cScds of 
pity, either for comprehending which they felt, in various in- 
or managing their own ^airs, fiances, and would have felt ii) 
it could be no difficult thing many more, if it had not been 
for them to fift out the truth, for their private fricndlhips and 
which was intirely favourable particular connexions with per- 
to thefe adventurers, fincewhat- fons that were in the fervice c-f 
ever clafliing of intercfls there other companies, and who from 
might, be in B»repe, it wgs thpfe confiderations were not 
plainly for their advaiita^ that inclined to execute with rigour, 
this new fcttlement fiiouM take the infiruXions they received 
place t^o). In this liglu there- from Earope (i i). 
fore, the OJlend were n(» 

fie) Frompriva'rt hf,r%ttk 9 , llfioire dts Jndtt OrifttalUffjIm. iii.. 
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SECT. III. 

2'he Prognfs of this Oppofitton 4 the feveral Reafins 
urged hy thefe Powers^ againft the Right of bis Im- 
ferial Majefty to fix any fucb Efiahlifiment in the 
Auftrian Countries; and the Omfeqnenees of 
tbefe Applicationf to the Imperial Court, 

T he Dutch Eajl India Company was To far convinced of ApplUa- 
thls, tha^ they prefentcd. in kfs than a fortnight, two tion of the 
memorials to the States-General ; in which they fcarce kept . 

anymcafurcs, but plainly intimated, that, as the cftablifli- 
ment of this new company was in dire^ violation of treaties, 
fo they ought to be left at liberty to aA as if thofe treaties fgff 

no longer lublifted, and do themfelves that jiiftice by arms, a« 
which was evciy day more and more apparent could not be this oc u- 
obtained any other way The States, however, ;were by no fm, 
means inclined to break with his Imperial Majeily, if by any 
methods the}' might avoid it;«agd theretore ftill continnra 
their applications at the court of Fienna^ in ‘conjunction with 
Gseat Beitain, to Obtain the revocation of the authi^ity by ^ 
which the new company aCted, or at leaft a fufpenfion of. 
it ; and, in the meantime, they made fneh laws at home in 
favour of their own huUa company, as they thought requi* 
fite, to prevent any of tlic.fulijefts of their High Mightincires 
from having concern either In the capital of the Eifi India 
company in the Aufirian Netherlands, or in the management 
of their afiairs in the Indies^; as, on the other band, the 
agents of the Dutch company In the Imlies, though they did 
•not proceed to direft afls of violencCj took fuch. methods in 
that^part of the world, where their power is fo great 5nd fo 
cxtenfive, ds gave this new fociety infinite trouble, by cramp- 
ing thrir trade, and rendering it precarious ; which they 
were ki w'ell Seconded by the Englijb^thit nothing but the 
activity and abilities of the perfons concerned, and their find- 
ing themfelves in a manner defperate, in cafe it did not fuc- 
cced, could have kept it on foot, in fpUc of the difficulties 
and inconveniences which they every day experienced \ 

But not only Great Britcun and Holland excited them- ^kecrotva 
felves agalnfi this new efiablifhment, for France likewife be- ^France 
gao to takeaimbrage at a fcheme which tlireatened ddh inJlion dtchrcs 

i>*Mcmoire htfioriqoe et politique, tom. Ixxv. p. 73?. 

< Hiftoire des Indes Orientales, tom. iii. p. yz. • Ftoin 
Pfivate i^fprmation of fuch as \\ere then refidcnc in the indie^. 
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againj^ to that eflablilhment of the fame kind, which (he was endea- 
this efia- vouring to ereA ; and therefore, his tnoft Chriftian Majefty's 
hli/hment, council publilhed a declaration, dated the 1 6th of Augvfi 
and pro- j yj by which all the fubjefts of the crown of France were 
•vtdes for forbid to intcrcft themfelves, in any manner whateirer, in the 
her onm of the OJiend amL^TLy, under pain of forfeiting three 

jecuriy, thoufand livres for every aft of offence, befides incurring the 
conHfcation of whatever they ihould fubfcribe into the capital 
of the faid company ; and in cafe of a fecond offence, the 
fame line and forfeiture, together (With baniflunent for three 
years. By the fecond ar|icle of this declaration, his moil 
Chriffian Majeffy dlrefted, that in cafe the effcfts his fub- 
jefts might acquire by intereftbg themfelvcs in the (lock of 
this new company could not be reached, fo as to make them 
liable to the confifcation before-mentioned, then their effefts 
and fortunes in France (hould be liable to the like feizures 
and forfeitures, until the fums in which th^ were fo con> 
cerned in the Auftrian company (hould be railed and levied ; 
and all this in the (hort, fummary, and extraordlnaiy me- 
thod deferibed by the royal ordinance of 1670. By the third 
article, all feamen, manufacturers, tradefmen, and in gene- 
ral all the fubjefts of his moff Chriffian Msyeffy, were ffriftly 
t prohibited and forbid to enter, in any manner or quality, into 
the fcrvice of the' faid Ofiend coi^any, on pain of imprifon- 
ment, and forfeiture of ail thdr effefts. By the fourth article, 
all perfons whatever were prohibited from inviting, inlifflng, 
inrolling, or otherwife entering into the fcrvice of the fiqd 
company, any of the fubjefts of his moff Chriffian Majeffy, 
in quality of officers, foldiers, (eamen, or in any other qua- 
lity or manner, as alfo to fell, or buy, or lend, or equip any 
veffel, for the fervice of the faid company, on pain of the. 
pillory for the firff offence, and of being fent to the gallies 
for the fecond, befides the confifcation of all that (hould be 
thus bought Of fokd, and a fine of three thoufand livres each 
on both the buyer and &ffcr The weight of all theic great 
powers feemed more than fufHcient to crufh this infant com- 
pany, how much foever it, might h6 the inclination and the 
Sntereft of his Imperial Maje(ly to cherifh and fupport it (1). 

. It 

> Diftionaire de Commerce, tom. ii. col. 1169. 

(I) There were many srgu- with much uprightnefs and fair 
ments that prevailed upon the dealing ; for, befides thatttheir 
Freueh court to act in this affair intereffs were precifely the fame^ 
with gr^at vigour, and, with there were certain circumffances 
refpeff :o the maritime powers, that, in refpeft to this new efta- 

blifbment. 
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It was not long, however, before another great potentate Jn ex- 
interfered UkewiTe, and dedai^ hlmfelf with equal vwemenpe 
againft this new ^ablilhment. . This was his late Catholic h 
Majefty Philip the Fifth, who conceived this afl^r precifely 
in the fame light p^ith the maritime powers, as appears from 
a reprefentation prefonted to his Britannic Majefty, by the ^ 
Spamjb minifter, on the 'a6th of April 1^24, concdv^ a maniur 
the moft exprefs terms, and demofiftratihg the' injoiUce and the 
ill^lity of thb new ^blidunent proving it utterly in- public. 
confiftent with the treaty of Munfier, by which the Crown of 
Spain engaged not to diftarb the uavigadon of the Dutch to 
their Baft IwSes, in confideration oi a reciprocal Engagement 
on their fide, not to difturb the commerce of the fubjef^s of 
the crown of Spam in that part of the world. It was by 
thefe reciprocal flipulations, that the fobjeAs of the crown of 
Spain in the Lew Countries were reftralned from trading to 
the E(^ Indies \ and it was under thefe reftriftions that the 
Spamfi Low entries were yielded to the eleflor of Bavaria^ 
and by Francet with his confent, to the houfe of Au/lria^ 
upon exprefs condition, that |his houfe fhould hold them-in 
the fame fanner, and under tAe fame reflriflions, as they 
had been held by the crown of Spaing for which their High 
Mightinefles likewife engaged : fo that if the OJlend company * 
might be l^ally eAablifhed, it would torn as much to the 
detriment of Spain as to that of the States-General, > contrary 
tp the meaning and intention of all thefe treaties and alliances 

Recucil hiftorique d'AAes, Negotiations> Memoires, et 
Tiaitez, par M. Rousset, tom. il p. 76. 

blifhmept, particularly piqued fiert (iz). They faw, that if 
''them. They had, for a long this trade went on, it^would 
courfe of vears, been endea- vaftly enrich the Auftrian Lavs 
vouring to raife themfelves fueh Ceuntriei, tp the prejudice of 
a conjpany, and it muft have theirs ; and, wltich was a point 
given them no fmall nneafinefs of as g^eat or greater confe- 
to obferve, that, in fo fhort a quench than any, they difeerned 
fjpace, and without any other that this difpute furniflied them 
affiftance than an appearance of with a fair opportunity of de- 
countenance from the Imperial taching from their rival the 
couA, this company had been maritime powers, to whofe af- 
able to make a better progrefs fiflance alone was owing the 
than theirs had ever done, fh- then formidable power of thq 
der the prateflion of Riebliea, houfe of ifir/f rfa (^3). 

Colbert, and other able mini- 

'(la) Su tbt treo} of thtfe fafh in our formr cbepttr, on the eommtree of tbo 
Tremb to tbt Indiet. (13) Recutil htfioirifue d’A^eu Ntgotiatiodf^ Memoirti, 
et TrjifcBf far A/. Roufftt, tom lu* f. 148, 

* made 
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made for eAabliOiiiig aod ^uringAhc tranquility of Em ope; 
but, by this CQnllruclion» if it could be; put upon th^m, rcfi* 

. dercd hurtful and rninous to all J^ea, fave the Emperor 
alpae, and deftruf^lve of. twinirGlyes. Such ivas the repre- 
feutadon of the Mar<pm ^ Pezzo Btms^ at the eourt of Z.ari- 
^ont and fo clearly wu his Catholic hfojelty, at that time, 
convinced,^ that the .dUihlhhineat of the OJend company was . 
inconiillent with his own particular intered as well os with 
the general fyllem' of Eurof^ (K). 

Some re- The conteqts of this plaiq anj pathetic memorial very 
marks on evidently Ihcw, that the natural and unbiafl^ fentiments of 
thefuh- the Spmiifb minifters were the very fame with ttfpeft to the 
ftance of of his Imperial ^jefty, to eftab^ mi Es/i India com< 

^xiny in the Auftriaii NiAherlaM*^ with thofe of the ftatef- 
nim /hi mo- England France, and BoUand^ which is a point of 

very great, and will be of perpetual, impoitance, becaufe the 
ifuut ^Ifthe treaty of Muffler, in which the Catholic King and the States 
Spanih contra^g parties, is explained on bofii Tides in the 

munfurs. way ; fo that, if ^re can be any thing certain or fet- 
tled in modern politics, it mull be the true fefiTe of thpfe ar*' 


fK) In order to onderftand 
this matter clearly, and to ap- 
prehend thoroughly the force 
of what is a/Terted in the text, 
h Will be proper to obferve, that 
die States General isliftedthat 
the inhabitants of the Aujirian 
while fubjeiis of the 
crown of Spain , wcre.abfolttte- 
ly excluded from having any 
trade or commerce in the Weft 
Ijuliesi that by the treaty of 
ilunftir this commerce was en- 
tirely regulated between the 
crown of Spain nnd'^he' Repub- 
lic. and full provifion izwdethat 
it ihould forever remain on the 
foot of this regulation, Ibr tjie 
mutual benefit of both nations, 
33 It aduallylhas done, that 
by the treaty of Utret^t, all 
was again confirmed, and bis 
Catholic Majegy and the , Re- 
pubFic undercook chat this' na: 
vigacion and comiAerce ihould 


remain precifely as itwas, with- 
out leaving either party at Ir- 
heriy to make the rmallefi: al- 
teration i and that by the Bar- 
rier treaty it was ilipulated, 
that his Imperial Majefty 
'ihould poiTefs and enjoy the 
Juftrian or Spamijh Low-Conn* 
tries, in the fame manner, 
and upon the fame conditions, 
that they had been enjoyed and 
pofleiTed by the kings of Spain'* 
and other princes of the houfe 
of Anftria, and oof otherwife. 
His Catholic Majefty’s ininifies 
reprefents thefe very fame 
points, infifts upon the very 
fame- treaties, and drawsche very 
fame cosclufion on the behalf 
Qf Sptftnt that had been before 
dmwb by the States-Geheral 
OUj^eii own behalf, as was af- 
teiiwardf very juftly obyeded 
when this court chang^ her 
CQAdufl (14I. . ^ 


< 14 ) RttueitHiftin^ue i'A^tes, Ifkg^tathrn, Memotrttj tt Traitez, par M, 
y. 6:^75, 77> 79* 
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tkles in that treaty up9n 'irhich^th^ States-Geoeral fbnijkkd 
their demand, fince the Spanijb cWt teftihed, that they uo^ , 
derflood their meaning as States did ; whereas it was in- 
fifted on by the Advocates for Uie Qfiend company, Utat thcKfe 
ardcles had no fuch meaning; except, m’the opinion of. the- 
Dutehy which by this memorial is abfeluteiy contradi^ed 
The only otjediiioa that can poffibly be made to this rea- 
foniDg is, that the Stttnijb miniAers were jndaciid to'aclmow- 
ledge this the genuine meaning, becaule U was the intereftof 
the crown of Spain : but t5 thb tlie mofb fatisfa^ory anTwcr 
may be given *• for if thefe articles, fo interpreted, In 
equally with the inter^ of Spain and, the Republic, this js ' 
the moft^edfive proof that this was :the originalraod' only' 

* meaning of thofc articles, becaule it is to be ptefimped in 
all treaties, that' the mutual beoeAt of the contra^fing parties 
is equally coafidered. However it might be in the courfe 
of thefe difpute!^ it was aflualty proved that the court of- 
Spain had already regarded the thing in tills light, and liad . 
ever taken this to be the feofe of thofe articles in its grcateA 
rigour ®. • ^ 

SECT. IV. 

% m 

PU Catholic Maj^ makes fi fiiort turn^ anitho\bis • 
Right of Oppofition was the firongeft of anp^ enters, 
into a Treaty with the Emperor ; and^ in Confefienee 
of that Meafure^ undertakes the Prote^ion and 
* Support of the New Compat^^ which alarms all the 
Other Powers^ and produces the Treaty of Hanover. 


.XWT, BotwithAanding all this, things foon after changed Na/nvtth- 
^ their appearance, and in confcqucnce of fomc private ne-y//W/v^ 
gotiations, the court of Spam departed of a fudden from all which thy 
its former maxims, and not only concluded « definitive VKSxy f^dtnty 
with His Imperial MajeAy, but a formal alliance alfo ; and, 
which is Aill more extraordinary, a treaty of commerce dated ^ 
at Vienna May the firA, i/ay, mimlfeAly contrary to its own 
intereAs, as well as direfWy repugnant to what in this me- 
moriil had been laid down, as the judgment of his Catholic 
MajeAy, upon the fubjefi of this new commerce **. It is uot Empetor, 


n Hiftoire des Indes Orientales, tom. iii. p. 69; Recueil 
Htftorique j*AAes, Neeotiations, Memoires et Traites, par M. 
RouSset, tom. iii. p. 05. ^ See the fifth and fixth articles 

of the treaty of Mvnjter, compared with the memorials before 
cited. r Corps Uotverfclle Diplomatique, tom. viik P. ii. 
p. i«6, 109,,ii4. 
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neceflary to our purpofe to eater deeply into the enquiij 
upon what motives the Oourt of Madrid a£bed in the courte 
of thefe negotiations. It Is fufiicient to obferve, that, let thofe 
motives be what they would, it was impoilible they Ihould 
dilTolve the engagements that either their Imperial or Ca- 
thoUc Majefties had formerly entered into with other princes 
and Ihtes ; and therefore it was very reaibnable for luch as 
thought themfelves injured by this new treaty, to infifl upon 
fo pwn and fo felf-endent a principle. The great fecrecy 
with which this n^odation was ihanaged, which produced 
thefe treaties, was an argument that this was forefeen by 
the courts that conclude them ; and, indeed, hardly any 
thing happened within the compafs of men’s memories that 
occafion^ more univerfal allonilhment than this fudden and 
furprbung union between powers that had fo long manifelied 
an irreconcileable averfion ; but, however, this would not 
have given any great diflafte to their allies, if they had not 
been perfuaded by this treaty of commerce, efpecially, that 
their intercAs were to be iacrificed to this new friendfhip, 
which they could not, and ipdced had no reafon to bear with 
patience, orpafs over in filence (L). 

On the conclufion of this treaty, the OJiend company 
{eemed to be fixed upon fo folid a foundation, that enemies 
and friends conclude they were not to be fliaken, much 
lefs mined and diflblved by le& than a general war ; a thing 
hard of digeltion to the Matinee Powers, who were very un- 


(L) It is generally believed 
that the court of Viemta was 
not finccre in its negotiations 
with that of Madrid,^ and that 
therefore all the mighty pro- 
jeds formed upon the treaties 
of Vienna would have vaniflied 
into fmoke, e^eo if |hey had 
not been oppofed ; but that faft 
is very far from being proba- 
ble, much lefs dear, for Spain 
perfifted as far as (he was able, 
and aAually commenced hofti- 
lities : neither is it at all unlike- 
Jy that the Emperor would have 
aAed the fame part, if Spmn 
could have fiippued him with 
money ; but the galleons, being 


blocked up by the Endijh fleet, 
rendered mat impoflible. Now 
whether the court of Vienna was 
fincere in her engagements 
Spain or not, yet, if the harmo- 
ny between thefe itwo courts 
had lafted till^/m« had reco- 
vered Gibraltar, and the Qmpe- 
ror had thoroughly eftablimed 
his O fiend company, the Mari- 
time Powers would have found 
themfelves in a very untoward 
fituation, which, by the mea- * 
fures fpecified In the text, was 
prevented, and both their Im- 
perial and Catholic Majefties 
brought to accept* of reafon-t 
able conditions (15). * 


; Rmarkt apen the Tre$tj e/nvnver, p, 3 {. 
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vrilling to pull dovrn the work of their own hands, and to 
deftrcy that bulwark which, with fo much difficulty and ek- 
pence of blood and treafure they*had erected for the;ir own ie- 
curity. On the other hand, they were no Idfs unwilling 
to fee the commence of their fubje^ls torn away by a prince 
who had never been inveded with ^this power of mining 
them, but by the pains th^ had ta^en for ffis prefervatioo. 

But, to return to matters of faA, and the methods employed 
by the Maritime Powers in conjunftion with France, which, 
out of r^ard to Its oWn intereft, very heartily joined them 
for pulling dbwn this edifice, which threatened its neigh- 
bours with the lofs of thofe advantages that for fo many 
ages, by exhaufting the wealth of their fubjeAs and the na- 
val power of their refpedtlve governments, had placed them 
in a condition to hold the bailee of power, and to prevent 
the madnefs of ambitious princes from reducing the inhabi- 
tants of Enrofl into that abjedt date which renders the 
mod defpicable, tho* in itfelf the riched, mod populous, and 
mod delightful quarter of the earth The India com- 
pany in Holland were fo much atarmed at this accident, and 
fo terrified, with the thoughts of feeing this new company 
dn a bdtter footing than themfelves, that they cpuld not for- • 
bear once moi% reprefen ting their apprehenfions to their High- 
Mightineffes, which they did in a memorial that dated clearly 
as well his Imperial Majedy*s departure from treaties in the 
fetting up of a new company in the /lujlrian. Netherlands, as 
iTis Catholic Majedy’s breach of the fundamental«maxims of 
the Spanijb monarchy, and his direA violation of thofe trea- 
ties, to the conclufion of which he owed his crown 

At the conclufion of this memorial there was a kind of New me- 
*inhnuation couched indeed in dark and ambiguous terips, but tnorials ta 
intelligibly enough to the penetrating reader, that the com- 
pany could take no notice of thefe new* treaties, in which 
the States-Gcneral had no (hare, bu| mud regulate their £3^' 
conduft by the old ones, in which they were determined to 
be very punffual. But, notwith|ianding this was underdood 
to hint at very vigorous proceedings in the Indies, yet it 
did not much alarm the two great courts that now made this 
new trade a common caufc, neither did it deter the direc- 
tors of the Oftend company from fitting out more Ihips for 
the Indies, or from making another call upon their capital, 
which wai, generally fpeaking, complied with, and by which 

• 

s Hiftoire de*s Indes Orientals, tom.i. p. 331. ' Recueil 

Hidorique d'Acies, Negotiations, Mcmoires, ec Tz^itez, par 
M. Rovsset, tom. ii. p 199. 

iheip. 
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they were in poflcHion of three fourths of the whole mooey 
fublfcnbed, amounting in -the whole to about four hundred 
and fifty thoufand pounds of our money *. This mortified 
the Dutch Eafi. India company exceedingly ; they knew-ver^ 
Vrell that if their hands were at liberty they could eafily rid 
themieives ot* their enemies in the Indies, 'without waiting for 
the rupprefilon of the company in Europd ; but they were at 
the fame time fenfible of thebad efi^s this might havej and 
that the latter, tho’ it was plainly the flower method, was 
by much the fafefi. They did nbt fail, however, to repre- 
fent to the Statcs-Gencral,* tnat while they wei^ ddiberating, 
the di^rian company were trading, the number of their (hips 
increaiing, their credit augmenting, and their xnterell in the 
Indies fpreadiog daily farther and farther. They infifled 
therefore that no time was to be loft; that a categorical an- 
fwer ought to be obtained fiom the courts of Vienna and Ma^ 
drid\ that, for want of this, their HIgh-Mfghtinefles might 
be fiill kept in a fiatc of inaflioii, which was all that the 
proteftors of the Oftend company could deflre, fince the lafl: 
call upon their capital woul)} enable them to erefl fome good 
fortrels in the Indies where their flag began already to be 
known and refpeffed ; fo that, if no way was left of crufli- 
ir^*them but by force, it ought not td be long delayed, 
fince if it was even that meth^ would not be left ^ (M). 

Put their What they aimed at by thefe repeated applications, was 
jj.nh to engage the States to take hato their ferious confideratior 

Mtghti- how the Edji India trade was to be preferved, iil cafe th(«; 

negotiations, ihou Id pu//c as hitherto they had done, altoge- 
ther inefil'flual ; and aho, chat they might engage them to 

• Memoires d ii T empes, p. i Sg. ‘ Recueil Hifiorique d’ A£?. » 
Negoflacions, Memoires, etTfaifez, parRot;sseT,tom.ii. p. 213. 


(M) There is vdVy Htde rez* 
fon CO doubc that, if clings had 
edme fo extremities, the Dutch 
in the Ineiics would very fopn 
have delivered thcmfelves from 
their eompecicors by finking or 
taking their fhips, from Which 
they were reilrained only from 
the apprehenfion of reprisals 
being made in Europe ; but, af' 
ter the concluilon of the treaty 
of liantfvir, this apprehenfion 


was in a great meafure taken 
away, and therefore wS need 
not wonder that the Emperor 
coafented to a rufpenlion of 
that commerce, when, in -faft, 
he faw plainly, that it could 
be carried on no longer) fof 
if hollilities had b^un in Eu- 
reps ', they would nave begun 
and end^ too in Ihc Indies in 
a very (hort fpaee of lime Itb}, 


( rG ) ioup’rt Recueil lUfierijut dAPes, ih^efiStim, Memoires, st Traitest, 
ttiu. V. p. mu 

prefs 
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prefs the two courts fa. dofdy, Bfi ihjtf they might be djligcd /ti/I in- 
to declare, whether they aeaat to carry things to extromtks^ tUnedto 
or were inclined to pno^e fome tenns upon which thb urw com* 
comrany m*^ht be lupprefledB that ch^ might know what 
meaiures themfelyes were to lake^ and what affilhuioe the **^^”**^*** 
republic would expeA from them In d cafe where the com^* 
monwealth might be obliged to rifle its own fafety In 4 e*> 
fence of thofe privileges which they had granted to this com- 
pany. Of the expediency^ and even oecefiity of taking fome 
fuch vigorous flep the gtates-Penend were <b fenfible* that 
they rclblved to re^at .their appUoatioos at the courts of 
emia and MeArid^ in order to obtain tedrefs *. Thi^ were 
flrongly feconded by the courts of Vmdan. and Parity who^ 
in the mean time, confidering how little advantage hod hi- 
therto been obtained, by flow and pacitic meafures, rkblved, if 
poflible, to quicken them by fome fb$p of another kind, which 
might convince both the Emperor and the King of Spain that 
they were not to be frighted with high words, or perfuaded 
out of their properties. They took advantage there6>re of 
the difpofition the King of Pr^a was in, who faw with 
fome airpleafure the exorbitant, and, as he conceived, the 
aqti-coniiitutional power of the Emperor in Germany^ the ^ 
confcquenccs of which he thought might be fatal to the pi«- 
rogailvcs of himfelf and. of other princes, with which notions 
‘hiking in they concluded a defenfive treaty at Hanover^ 

.Ijtetl ember tlie third, 1^25; which treaty was to fub- 
for fifteen years, and to which the States-General Were to 
' iiwitcd to accede Tho’ there ' . not the Iqaft mention 
in tlfis treaty of the Ojiend compan}, yet in the fecond ar> 

Lie!., it being nrovuled that the cotura^ing powers guaranty 
cuch Other's dominions, countries, and cities, as well 
m as oqt of Europe, but alfo all their rights, privilege?, and 
a<lvant:iges^ particularly thofe reiating to trade, it was well 
ciuiugh uiidefftood, that under this phrafe* pafticularly, the 
OJlcnT company was included, fince it w 9 s impolTible it fhould 
fo fubfifl, aud the contrafling parties preferve their rights and ' 

privileges relating to trade. As*fooa as this alliance wa^ 
concluded it was not only made known to the Statcs-Gencral 
ar tl^p Hague, bat they were likewife- invited and preilcd t,o 
come into it as the mod efTeflual, and indeed the only way 
of procuring wliat they of all other powers were mod inter- 
efted to prqcurc, the abolition of the new company. For, 
while the Kmperor and the King of Spain continued fo 
• 

• Hillorical Regifter, vo].xi. p- 13. " Corps •Univer- 

fdle Diplomatique, tom. viii. F. 11. p. 127. 

tloiwly . 



224 


An m/rncal Account of B. XIV. 


clofdy united, and the of the princes of Europe nncon- 
no^d by any counter alliance, it was evident they had it in 
their power to do what they pleafed, which was likewife 
vifible they intended to ufe for many porpofes abfolutely ir- 
recondleable to the intereft of other princes and ftates ; more 
erpecially, in the ca(e of this company, which ilood now 
upon fu^*a foundation as mnft have enabled it in a few years 
to have fufkained itfelf againft any force brought to diflurb 
it, iince never any eftablilhgient of this kind was pollelled 
of equal advantages, or fupported by the authority of two 
fuch potentates 

Art firm BuT the Dutch^ tho* they could not help acknowledging 
in refoh- in general terms, the wifdom and prudence of the treaty of 
/fonov/r, yet did not immediately accede to it ; on the con- 
SS refolvcd to try once more the force of applica- 

d^fTthe Madrids It was with this view that they 

^treaty of ^^ireftcd Mr. Zander Meer^ their ambafladorat that court to 
Hanover, prefent a memorial to demonftrpte the injuftice that was done 
them by this late treaty with ^e. Emperor, which memorial 
was afkually prefented on ;difi*4th or Nvumher, 1725, and 
contained a moft excellent deduAion of their right's under fe- 
veral treaties, and a very Arong, tho* fuccin^k reprefentation 
of the infradkions upon thefe rights, made by the treaty of 
which they complained This memorial was fupported 
by the Englijb and French minifters„ tho* prefented only by 
the Dutch, and tho* the minlfti^ didembled it as much as pof> 
fible, yet it was known that feme of the ableft membri’s 
of his Catjiolic Maje(ly*s council made no fcruple of declar- 
ing, that the fadks laid down in that memorial were not to be 
denied ; fo that from this time there wanted not a party in 
Spain that teftified as great refentment againft the concelTiv^ud 
in thd late treaty of commerce as the miniilers of the Maritime 
Powers. By degrees this humour prevailed fo far, that a pa- 
per was affixed at the gate of his Catholic Majefty^s mini- 
her at Rome, contaAiing thefe words : The Spaniih nation 
do hereby promife a reward of a hundred piikoles to any inge- 
nious perfon who Jball point out a iingle article in the three 
treaties litely concluded at Vienna, by which they are to be 
gainers 


* Remarks on the Treaty of Hanover, p. 33. T Recoeil 
Hiftorique, d'Adles, Negotiations, Memoires, c^Traitez, par 
M. Rousset, tom. ii. p. 214. > ^ 
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As ioon as the cooclufioa of the Hanover treaty was But wt* 
reported id the Aufirian Loiu-Countries, the proprietors of ^ithfand* 
Ofiend company difeovered great oneafinefs, ^ on which 
their diredlors calJ^ a general 2oort» and declared therein a 
dividend of the fix per cent: upon their whole capital ; the*, 
as we obferved before, there was AUl a fourth part unpaid. 

There is no doubt that this was a very prudent meafure, and ^ 
well-timed, but all the effeft it had was to keep their flock «///. 

from linking fo fall as it would otherunfe have done *. The ana, 
dire^ors likewife fent morp Ihips to the IncSes, and applied 
themfelves with greater eameftnefa than ever to their pro- 
testors at Vienna, who gave them *all the aHiftance in thdr 
power, and indeed the Imperial court for fome time appeared 
firm in its refolution to fupport an eftablllhment that in fo 
fhort a time had been brought to bear, and the advantages 
refulting from which were perfeStly well underltood. The 
news, however was no fooner divulged, that the Engiijb had 
fent a Itrong f^adron into the American feas, in order to 
block up the galleons, than all the politicians began to ap- 
. prehend that the period was at hand when the new alliances 
that had created fo much woifde^ throughout Europe, would 
be gradually broken and dilTolved, without creating any won- 
der at ail, and therefore fuch as were cautious, and could • 
find any opportunity, difpofed of their aftions in the new 
Eaji India company. In order to place their money in other 
funds, where, if it produced lefs, it might be however more 
fecure. Thefe precautions, Aio' taken with as much privacy 
as^polTible; operated much to the difadvantage of the Ofiend 
company, and more cfpecially, as it deprived them of the ad- 
vice of fome very able heads at a time when their alfiHance 
was become moll necelTary 

"^UT, whatever might pafs in the cabinets of prince^ the Condua of 
public fncefif affairs Itill continued to wear a threatning af- the courts 
peSl, and the two potent confederates, noi»rIthllandtng they 
law how much the game was aguoll t^em, did not hallily 
throw up the cards. On the contrary, the court of Spain fet 
a good face upon the matter, ent^tained the Dutch miniller 
at Madrid with the faired words polliblc, and with unufual ^ggralon 
marks of civility and refpeSl, al&Aed to make light of the this treat f, 
remoitdrances from the French and Engiyb miniders, and ac- 
tually fent an amballador into Holland to perfuadc the States- 
General not only to refufe their concurrence to the Hanover 
treaty, but fiven to accede, under certain redriSlions, to that 
• 

■.Mercurc Hiltdrique & Politique, vol. Ixxix. p. 694. ^Hif- 
toirc des Indes Orientales, tom. iii. p. 71. 
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of Vtenna ; in all which, tko’ there was not the lead air of 
probability, yet they left no ftep untried to make the world 
believe that they were not without hopes of foccds The 
Emperor on his fide Ihewdd as great ohftinacy, and indeed 
with more reafon, for all the articles of the Vietma alliance 
were entirely in his favour, and the efislblifiiing the OJiend 
company in the manner he defigned, was a point of fu^ in- 
finite confequence, both with refpeft to honour and inte- 
reft, that we need not at all wondtf that he pulhed it on in 
the manner he did, or that he laboured by feveral negoti- 
ations in the North to enpage mdft of the crowns there in the 
fupport of his fchemes, in which at firfi; he had extraordinary 
fuccefs, but by degrees the afpefl of affairs was changed, by 
meafures which we fhall next explain ** (N). 

7heir The States-General, feeing how little they were able to * 
High efiefi by memorials and reprefentations, and beginning to 

Nighti feel daily more and more the bad confequences of the efta- 

titjjh tired a 

* Hillorical Re^iller, vol.. xi. p. 35. ** Recueil Hillorique 

d'AAes, Negotiations, Memoires, et Traitez, par Rovsset« 
tom.iii. p, 151, 158, 314, «37i. 

(N) It appeared from a va- formidable power, to which it 
riety of circUmftances, that the would be exceeding difficult to 
court of Spain was inclined have fet bounds, and the fafety 
punAually to fulfil the treaties and independency of Europe 
•of Vienna^ if it had been in muh have depended continually 
her power, and, after all, to'* on the jealoufies and mi funder* 
have gone as far in the per> ftandings between the brancnes 
forming thfm as it was in her of one great family (17). Ac- 
power, which appeared ftrange cording to this new fyftera, all 
to fuch as had not confider^ the immediate benefits flowing 
the views of this court with at- from thefe treaties would 
tentfon, and very eafy and na- refulted to the Emperor ; but 
rural to thofe who had : it is if that marriaec^ had taken 
very certain t^at the Spanijh na> place, they would all have cen- 
tioB have no reafon J (9 be plea- ter'd in the polTeffions bf their 
fed with the new fyflem, inju- Catholic Majefty's defeendants.- 
rious and prejudicial to theacrin This accounts clearly for the 
all rcfpeils ; but it oertalfnly conduft of the court of Madrid^ 
promlfM fair to the royal fa- and as it could be accounted 
' mily, fince if Don Carlatt the for no other way, there is the 
pretent King of the we Sid ■ greateft reafon to believe that 
Jit'S, had married the eldeft the fecret hopes of fuch mar- 
Atchduchefs Maty Iherefa, at riage were her ^eal and only 
prefenc the Emprefs Queen, it motives, 
would have roifed a netvand 

(S':) Remarks m the Treetp aflhirswt p, 55, 
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bli/hment of the company, with regard to their com- 
merce in the Indies f took at laA a reiblution of acceding xxsftBual n-, 
the treaty gE Hanover, notw^th^^nding all that their Im^ial mnjhan- 
and Catholic Majefties could do to hinder it. Tfiey did ao- 
cede accordingly, which very clearly demonftrat^ to the" ® 
courts of Vienna and Madrid that it was impoffible to pro- 
fecute their defigns farther without the immediate hazard of 
a w.'ir Spain feemed refolved to run tl^ rifque, and afln- 
ally committed hoftilities againft Great Brittain, by befieging 
Gibraltar, with very little ffTefb and without any alliftance 
from the Emperor, who on his fide .was unable to make the ^ 
neceffary proviTions for a rupture without the receiving 
fuch fupplies from Spain as at that time fhe could not afford. 

I'he court of France remained ffeady to her ei^gements, 

*and appeared fo willing to enter into a war againft Spain, in 
conjundlion with the Maritime Powers, that this court at 
length began to diflike the fituation (he was in, and to wifh 
for reafonable tcS-ms. The court of Vienna, perceiving that 
Spain began to open her eyes to her own inter^, and having 
■"never had really any inclinatitm to comply with a certain 
marriage wljich their Catholic Majhfties had fet their hearts 
upon, thought likewife of a timely return to her old friends, 
and* of reflewing thq^e enga^ments which had been formerly • 
produflivc of fo many and fo great advantages 


s E c y. V. 

/If ter a long Train of Operations and Negotiations, the 
Court of Vienna finding it ahfolutely neaejfary to 
temporize, content to a Sufpenjion of the Company* s 
Xiarter, in Hopes of gaining Time, and availing 
tbemjelves of fame more f pourable ConjunHure •for 
reviving* and carrying their Scheme into Execution*, 

T hings being in this fituation, it v^s not long before 

preliminaries were fettled, in which there was an article naries fet* 
that took away for the prefent ihofe apprehenfions that the tUd aed 
fettlemcnt of jthis company had raifed. It was fome iimcj^ned ^ 
before it could be fo digefted as to fatisfy all parties ; but at ruis, fy 
length, the preliminaries bang abfolutely fettled and figned ^ " 
at Paris on the twentieth day of May, 1727, the firft 
tide of them ran thus : “ His Imperial and Catholic Majefty, 


« Historical Regifter, vol. xi. p. jg. ^ Recueil Hiftoriquo 
d'Atts, Negotiations, Memoires, et Traitez, par Rou*sbt, 


tom. ii. p« 382. 
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having no other vietr than to contribute to the publit tran- 
quility of "Europe^ smd obfennng that the commerce of Of- 
tend has given birth to jealoufy and uneafuiefs, c'onfents 
that there (hall be a fufj^nfion of the charter of thtOftend 
company, and of all the traffic between the Avftrian Ne- 
iheAands and the Indies during the term of fcven years. 
By the fifth article of the fame preliminaries it was agreed, 
that -the (hips which failed from Ofiend before this conven- 
tion, the names whereof were to be given in a lift on the 
part of his Imperial Majefty, were to be permitted fafely to 

* refiirn home ; and, yi cafe any of them fhould be taken, 

* it was a^ed that they fhould be bona fide refiored with 
‘ their cai^^. < *' Ti^ gave the decifive blow to the new 

company at Ofiend^ notwithflanding the profperous condi- 
tion in which their affiiirs had been affirmed ito be in the 
month of Se^ember^ preceding, when, in a general aflembly 
of the proprietors, the directors had declared, that their laft 
file having produced upwards of five millions of florins, they 
had placed a part thereof to the account of their capital, which 
being thereby rendered compleat, they had no farther demands'* 
upon their fubfcribers, whicli was therefore looked upon as 
4Dquivaleot to a dividend of twenty-five per cent ^ (O). 


I Corps Uaiverfelle Diplomatique, tom. viii. P. ii. p. 146. 
k Meicure HiAorique & Politique, vol. Ixxxi. p. syS, 359. 


(O) On the 30ih of Auguft, 
17x7, b<’s Imperial Miycfty’s 
minilier, f^ount 'Kunife^ Erps, 
delivered whh a very Ibort me- 
morial (1 8}, a lift of twelve (hips 
belbnging to the OJlcnd com- 
pany that were in the Indies at 
that time, . and confequently 
were to return under the pro- 
teflion' of the preliminaries. 
But, CO moke this hiftory as 
compleit as poffible, ytk will 
not only give the reader the 
namss of mofc (hips, but of all 
thy fbips that were fitted out by 
this company while ic'focon- 
tiauqd (10). 

•* In the year 1724, thedi- 


refibrs ’lent out three .hips, 
•ui%. the£m/kfr0rC^«ir/#/,Cap- 
tain f/liehael Cai/aes, carry- 
ing thirty pidces of cannon, 
bcmnd for the bay c£fi n- 

g s/, but was loft in the river 
anges, Thr» Emprefs EUku- 
betbt Captain Balthafar I^e/e^ 
carrying twenty-eight pieces 
of cannon boiind for China ; 
the Eagle, Captain Nicholas 
Charpentier, carrying five 
and twenty pieces of cannon, 
bound likewife fos China, 
Thefe two (hips returned. 

« In the Year 1725, there 
failed from (Heni three vef- 
fels for thd^ Indies, Charles 


(18) pLntuttl UiftoriqM d'diRt, Ntgotiathnt, Metdiirn, et Treitns, tm. in, 
p. Alp AU^eure SUpsrtqw it Poheiqee, tom. Ixixiii. p. 388, RecHtii 

Hiportpt dAciet, Negotiatim, ALmcires, et Treiten, 

. •• tbi 
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It may be obferved,' that the antient allies of his Impe*Off what 
rial Majefly vfcfc coriteat, provided fall fiirisfiiAion was given rea/ons the 
them, that it Ihould be given in ti^ gendeft nianner, and > 

that which leaft adefted the credit and authority of fo great 
a monarch ; for it is not to be doubted, that tho* nothing 
more than a temporary fufpenfion appeared in the prelimi- 
naries, yet an ablblute fuppreflion of the company was^;^ 
concluded, for nothing l^s could anfwer the ends of the Ma- tended, 
ridme Powers, nor would they have gained any thing by this when the 
fufpenfion of commerce for feven year^, confidering what was fy/pen/ton 
, ftipulated on thSir fide, but would rather have done their only of 
competitors a favour. Whereas, •x>nfidering it in the other ««- 
yght, and that they relied on the tacit afluranccs given them, 
with which his Imperial Majefty afterwards punctually 
plied, that the commerce of this company ihould never here- ^ 
fiored to aCdvity, their conceflion appears to have been well 
founded, and to have been a caution neccfiary for prevent 
Jng new jealoufies or difputes, which it was expedient for 
both parties to avoid as much^as pofiible : and thus this 


the Sixth, Captain James 
l^inter, ‘carrying ^irty>lix 
pieces of cannon, liound for 
the Bay of Bengal ; the Em» 
prefs. Captain Clarke, carry- 
ing thirty-four pieces of can- 
non, bound for China ; the 
Marquis de Brie, Captain An^ 
drew Vlaerdering, carrying 
thirty-fix pieces of cannon, 
** bomid likewife for Clnna ; all 
** thefe vellels returned. 

** Intheyea^i726,therefailed 
** five vefiels, the Lion of Gold, 
“ Janus Larme, carry- 

** ing thirty-fix pieces of can- 
** non, bound for China', the 
“ Eagle, Captain John Wael, 
carrying thirty-four pieces of 
*' cannon, bound likewife for 
** China-, the Beaee, Captain 
FbiUp Berrcuet, carrying chir- 
^-fix piecesof cannon, bound 
forB:ir^a/: snd the Cap- 
tain l^Uholas Charpentier, car- 
rying thirty-four pieces of 
cannon, likewife fat Bengal, 
** In the year 1727, there 
** failed four vefiels for the In- 


" dies, the Arebduehefs 
** abeth, Qa^ta&XLjMichael Cai» 
** foes, carrying mirty-two pie- 
cesof cannon, bound for 
“ gal, Charles the Jixtb, Cap- 
*d tain De Miyenne, carrying 
*' twenty-eight pieces of can- 
** non, TOund likewife for • >«- 
** gaL The (^neorB, Captain 
*' Ryngaet, carrying thirty-fix 
** pieces of cannon, bound for 
** China ; the Marquis de ^rie, 
** Captain Branwer, carrying 
*• twenty-eight pieces of can- 
non, bound lik^ife for Chi- 
na, The^r, Anthom/ of Padua, 
commanded hyjobn BanBra^ 
keii the^r. Ann, commanded 
by Matthew Cfynkaerti and 
the St. Jofeph, commanded 
hyOanielPetre, failed in May 
aadijune, in nature of advice- 
boats for the coaft of Brajil, 
in order to meet the home- 
ward-bound lliips, to inform 
their commanders of the ftate 
of afiairs; and theje laft 
twelve were the fiiips in the 
lift before-mentioned.** 

P .3 thorny 



thorny and perplexed bnfinels was at^lenth adjniled, which 
hadfo long attracted the, attention cH ii\ Europe^ the Em- 
peror preferring the fecmity of the fueceflion in his family^ 
and the welfare of his dominions in general to this favourite 
projcdf on the behalf of the Au^rian Low-Countries % as, 
on the other hand, the Hanover allies fatisHed in carrying this 
great point, were willing to afford his Imperial Majefly, as 
they feme time after did, the moA convincing marks of a An- 
cere and thorough reconciliatioir * (P). 

There luve been, .we arc very fenfible, accounts very 
. JVv " dlAerent from‘ this, in regard as to the motives, meafures, and 
’eount* Hanover alliadle, in which it is fuggefted that 
faah tie Indies was only a plaufible pretence ; , 

ii//cfy of J*'*^*^ ends of that alliance were of very little, if any 

thii fie- Importance to.the Maritime Powers ; and that in the conclu- 
tion inde- fion, France found her particular intereft better ferved by 

pendent of i pggugil Hiftorique d*A£les, Negotiations, Memoires, ec 
argfumms* p^i-* Roussbt, tom. v. p. 133, 134, 135. — 

(P) It was impoffible faliy to fend two fliips to the Safe In^ 
difeufa this affair without en- eKet, which were to be permit* 
tring into t^ hiffory of the ted alfo a fafe return, and thence- 
negotlations with which the forward all their power and 
iiif^nlionand fupprelfionofthe privileges were to determines • 
Ojlend company was attended s granted on the other hand her 
but we have brought thefe int^ ouaranty for the Pragmatic 
as narrow a compafs as poffible, SanAion, and undertook to^ro- 
and with this view have avoided cure the guaranty like wife of 
faying any thing of the treaty the StatesGeneral of the United 
of Seviile, or the difputes it oc- Provinces (zo). It is therefore 
caAoned, referving this note plain, that in the fentim^nts of 
to inform the reader that the the contrafUn^ parties to Ale^e 
crown of Great Britain havina treaties, there were reciprocal 
concluded with his Imperil advantages ftipulatcd with which 
Afajeffy a ueaty, which was they were mutually content ; 
iignedatP/M«a,A/tfffi(thei6th, and, as the Maritime Powers . 
1731, by the fifth article of by this aA took upon them- 
which his Imperial felves a truft of the higheft im- 

fents to the total and abfolute portance, and which they have 
fopprefiion of the Of end com- finceezecuted with great hazard 
Kny, and undertakes that nei- and at an immenfe expence, we 
Jier chat (hall he revived, nor may fafely infer that they have 
Iny other of the fame nature purchafed, and dearW pur- 
erefted in any part of the Sfa- chafed, whatever benefits they 
Low-Countries, at any time cither have derived, or fi^y de- 
to come s but, at the fame rive, from the conceifions made 
time ftjpulates, that the OJtend in this treaty by the houfe of 
company may, for the laft time, Auftria. 

(*o) Corps IJoiwtfdU Dip/ometf^v, tern, xV, p% 188. 
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this iretty than any other power.' it wonld be much^befide 
QjHir purpofc to eater mto this fOnttofirfy, vrhkh, w&ttever 
wj^ it turns, will not in any degree ai^ What we have 
4@li^an€ed ; to prove which; is ind^ the only reafon that we 
rar^tioned it. ibr whether this new commerce to the M'fs 
i yeis in itfelf fo dire^Uy contnuy to treaties; fit Whether the 
d^ftroyiog it was the prune grou^ of Gnat BVitiMS Peering 
■ i^o this alliance, are matters whiidi we ard not bndhd to dif- 
cufs. What related to our (hbjedt, and what concerns >he 
burinefs of this fcAion, was to (hew how,^ an^by what autlM> 
fity, the nevf company was ereAed ; whence fo much umbrage . 
was taken to its commerce; what arguments were advanced 
to prove its incompatibility with the general fyftem of Europe ; 
the means by which the powers infifting upon thefe aign- 
ments brought them at length to bear; and how, In codfe- 
qnencc of all this, a company eftablUhed withfoeh high expec- 
tations, and carried on for lome time with fuch extraordinary 
fuccefs, came at lail to link, anil to be fappreflfed by that 
power which ereAed it, and^was alone concerned in iaterell 
to fuppoi;t it. Thefe are all matters of faff, and matters of 
fadb that very nearly concern ns ; if therefore thefe be fet in 
fuch aTight as is^greeable to truth, and ghre the reader a * 
clear view from firll to lad of a very important tranfaflion ; 
thole other political conjeflures and dfcuHions are out of the 
quedion, with refpefl*to us ; for whatever the fecrct views 
of this treaty might be, hbwfmuch foever France might avail 
fierfelf of this klliance, to bring back iS/oin to a dependency 
upon her, yet the dipprelTion ^ the QJiend company, which 
was a thing of infinite Importance to the Maritime Powers, 
an j to which therefore they owed particular attention, was 
thereby abfolutely accomp^lhed ; and fo far at lead they were 
great gainers by this alliantt k. 

But it was not barely attachment to punctilio, and a de- Motives 
(ire (Jf having every thing treated with^the greated decorum, *which /»- 
that induced the Impend miniders to procure the fird point ^“ 5 ^^ 
in the preliminaries to mentioiv a fufj^nfion only ; though 
a fuppreflion was redly intended of the company trt OJtendy 
fhe^ had feverd other reafw for infiding upon that dep ; Vienna to 
and, as fomc of thefe regard pur fubje^, we (hall mention protraEas 
them. The hopes of Iti^ug in this lucrative Commerce, much at 
paving brought many rich as well as active people to intered pojihle, 

them&ves^ therein, it was held cemvenient to 'manage this 

• 

^ Meuimjifsdesdeqiandes faites, par Jes Plenipotentiaires des 
Stats Gfenereaux, an Nom des Allies de HanoVer, aujf Allies de 


Vienne, Juip 50, 1728. 
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a£^ with mu(;h caution, to avoid as as poi&hie^,, idtto 
injuring or difobligiog them, towards which, nothing toftta 
contribute more than proceeding with vKible ilowneTs ^ncT 
relu^hincy on the part of his Imperial Majefty ^ The gam- 
ing time in this matter was of confequencei to the Imperial 
Miniftcrs in another refpeff, as it aHbrded them an opportu- 
nity of magnifying the fiicrifice they had made, and of pro- 
curing reciprocal a^s of ri^dfliip from thole in whole fivour 
they had made it, which, in procels of time, they in a great 
meafure accomplilhed by the fubiequent treaty of Vienna^ 
lAlily, It aribrded them leiTure to confider whether, notwith* 
Handing the fupprelfing the company at Oftendy fome other 
method might not be found for eftablilhing either that, 'or 
the like beneficial commerce, in fome other part of his Im- 
perial Majelly’s dominions, where it might not be liable to 
thofe formidable objeflions which had been already raifed 
againH this attempt in the Aufirian Netherlands, in which, 
however, they were not very lucky, though they employed 
much attention and fpared no pains about it ; and as this 
likewlfe has a HriA conneflipn 'with our fubjedl, it will not 
be amifs to Ihew the nature of thofe endeavours in k manner 
I as clear and as fuccin^ as pofiible « . 

t 

SECT, VI. 

0 

*Tbe Methods taken to fuppott the Cempas^i and elude 
all Stipulations for fuppr^ng their Commerce wit% 
the Indtes, hy obtaining Paffports from neutral 
Powers^ and bringing their Cargoes into different 
Ports^ v)hich protracted things for fome time^ iutu 
in \he end paved ineffectual, 

A froita THE places**that were thought of upon this occalion.were 
for T’riefie and Fiunu, two fmall towns which are about fiJty 

furring milcs afunder. ' The former is fituated in the principality of 
this com- Carnhla, at the bottom of & gulph which pafies by the Ime 
latrce to name, and opens into that ol Venice ; the other in Croatia, 
fome other giilph of Venice likewife, with feveral iflands before 

porn tn peninfula of IJiria lies between them, which be- 

rialMa^ republic of Venice; and the communication 

jf/i/j do- through the country behind them is none of the lafeH or 

j gjcugii Hiftorique d'AHes, Negotiations^ Memoires, et 
Trauez, <par Rouissr, tom. vi. p. 3. ^ Mercure Hillo- 

rlqae cc Politique, tom. Ijfkx. p. 630. 
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molt coa^d^ieflt^ These ports are neither of them large Or 
‘^Commodibas ; of tome iapmements indeed they are capable, 
and thefehave bMoinade, and'tlie fottifications, which were 
tolerable, repaired ”/ Aftier all, however, they wpre but poor 
places^ana ill fituat^. To that it was plain their chief recommen- 
dation afpfe fr&m their being the only ports that the Emperor 
had : all the meafdres were pra^led that could be devi/cd to 
give thefe Ihtle hai^ehs an air of importance ; the mole at 
was completed, magazines ere( 5 ted, and a man of war 
was faid to be put upon the Aocks^ At Fiume, the harbour 
was cleanled, ^fort or two erected in its neigh tmurhood, and 
an Infpedbor of Marine Tent thither. New privileges were 
granted to the inhabitants; all forts of immunities offered to . 

' Arangers who would fettle there ; and, in a word, every art 
praffifed that might probably contribute to draw trade to 
them ; and, as marks Aill of greater favour, his Impeiial Ma- 
jefty Charles theYixth, went thither towards the clofe of the 
year 1 728, faw the man of war launched at Triejte^ and made 
nis public entry into Fiume,whsxe, a triumphal arch was 
ere^ed w'^ a pompous Infcripfton, celebrating his great 
power by lea as well as land, and complementing him on his 
being thb prote£^oc of commerce, and the guardian of the * 
arts of peace. But all was inef^ual, the deficiencies of 
thefe places were apparent and not to remedied ; fo that 
all the rhetoric of the codrt of Vienna was thrown away, and 
. fuch of the OJiend projeffors a? embarked themfelves iti this 
fcH'eme, loft fome of their money and all their reputation <>. 

The manufeftories too, that had been erefted ill the duchy 
of Auftria, and in other of the hereditary dominions, hardly 
fiipp9rted themfelves, and nothing but the interpofition of ftanding 
their Imperial Majefties, in favour of that of porcelain tt Vi^ all itna^» 
enna, could jiavc prevented it from bring given up ; and it now nable en-, 
turns to fome account. Thefe difappointmests drove the dea<vours 
undertakers for eftablifliing an Eaft India commerce, from * 

the Imperial court,- and IcfTened very much that attention, 
which, for fome years, the principal minifters had paid to f 
trade ; which they began to confider as a plant of foreign 
growth, that would not thrive in any foil where they could 
place '^it : fome of the younger minifters, however, began to 
take a pleafure in confidering thefe Ichemes, and enquiring 
into the true caufes of their proving always abortive, which 
they quickly*difcovered to be their introduflion by ftrangers, 
to whom ^e pcopl| in thofe countries have a great aver- 

i> Geographie Moderne, par Abraham, du Bois, p,i89. 

S Diftionaire ule Commerce, tom. ii. col. 295. 
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iion» and the >veight of their taxes, and the bad nianagement 
of the finances, by which all branches of public fervtce were 
In arrcar at the fame time that the fnbjeff was exhaufied, 
and ill no capacity of undertaking any tiling that would do 
more than fuj^ly immediate fubfifience By degrees, as 
fome of thefe (tatefmen have lifen in employments, they have 
made ufe of fuch lights as thofe enquiries furnifh'd, have put 
many things upon a better footing, rendered the great roads 
more commodious, and have brought feveral manufactures 
to bear ; all which ought to be attributed to the memorials 
that were prefented by fuch, as if the thing had been practi- 
cable, would have reptured the lofs the fubjeCts of his 
Imperial Majefiy had fufiained by the fuppreflion of the 
company at OJiend ; and if, in thofe days the court had been 
as well di^fed in favour of the people of Hungary as they 
are at preieot, fomething might have been done on that fide 
more confiderable, while Belgrade was in the hands of his 
Imperial Majelty, which was very adi^ntageoufly fituatc for 
carrying on of trade with tlie feveral Chriftian nations that were 
fubjeCts of the Ottoman emfirt'i. But, while thefe meafurcs 
were taking at Vienna, the directors of the OJlcnH company 
% (without his Imperial Majefty*s privity) were contriving to keep 
their commerce fiill on foot by a variety hf methods, which, 
tho' they fometimes promtied fuccefs, in the clofe, however^ 
proved abfolutely fruitlefs and ineffectual. 

7he diree- Afteb. the firft aflomfhmtnt, on the fiifpenfion of their 
tors ef the commerce was over, thofe who were intruflcd with thefe- 
Ollend crets of the OJiend company began to refleCt with thcmfelvcs, 

eompany, that ftiips had found their way to and from the Eafi Indiet 
hvwe^er, without any better protection than paffports, before they had 
charter ; and they concluded from thence, that it nflgiiii; 
emespr impoffiblc to fend fome vcllels thither lUll by the 

^en 7 he^ fame method, an^ get them back again with the like fuccefs, 
emmerce. provided pafij^rts cquld be obtained from fome crowned head. 
Accordingly they formed a project upon this bafis, and, as it 
is faid that money will purchafe all things, fo, by the help 
of that, they found a projA-ietor and a proteCtor for fome of 
their fiiips ' ( C^), The former was Mr. Adam Pruner, a 

• rich 

p From private Information. s Marsilij, Opus Dana- 
biale, tom. vi. ' Recueil Hifiorique, d*ACies, f^egotiatioos, 
Memoires et Traitez, tom. viii. p. 303. • 

^ • 

(Q^f The dexterity of thofe trading company at OJiend, ap- 
who bad the direction of this peated in every thing they did t 

and 
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rich merchant of Untz, in jiuftria^ who* on certain necei&ry 
occa/ions, was to p^fs for the*owner of ibips and cargoes ; 
the latter was the late king of Poland, from whom the Ju- 
ftrian merchanti^ procured a pa/lport for the St, Therefa, and 
Other fhipSMthe n^es of which are not known. In the /n« 
dm the company had a very able agent at the head of their 
af&irs, one who had an equal (hare of intrepidity and in* 
duftry, and who, reiiding in the feAory on the Ganges, pro* 

and, more pfpecially,^ in that After all the (e misfortunes, in a 
diverfity of methods by which general court held March aotb« 
they endeavoured to fecure 1730, the direAors produced 
themfelves a retreat, at the very their accounts, and acknow- 
fame time that they laboared to lodged that the ca(h of the 
keep up ap opinion as well in company amounted to upwards 
the/ff^f«as in£«r0/tf, thatthey of feven millions and a half, 
(honld ftill be^bleto fland their exclufive of four millions, that 
ground ; and that, notwith- it was believed would arife 
landingthefituationoftheEm- from thejfale of their^ eifefls, 
pcror's affairs, was fuch as fixed for the fir ft of June ; and, 
oblieedhim to confent to afuf- *in confequence of this, they 
peniion of their commerce ; yet declared a dividend of forty 
•this ^as only to give time for per Cent. (2 a), ten per Cent, of 
examining into the rights upon which was to be paid in mo- 
whichthev charter was granted, ncy* and the other thirty in 
and, as thefe were inconceftible, bills that were to be difcharged 
all things would at laft iflue «n in a reafonable time after the 
jtheir favour. By thefe arts, and fale ; an artifice by which num> 
by the help of fome (hips that bers of the propr^ors were de> 
arrived from the Indies, they ceived, and ftill nattered them - 
kept up the price of their ftock felves y/lth hopes that their di« 
fof above a year after the fign- re^rs. Who had already done 
ing preliminaries, upon which fo much, would be ftiU able to 
many knpwing people thought do more, and find the ways and 
it would have funk to no- means ofi cmiying on their 
thing (2 1 ]. However, in OSober trade by fome fecret canal, in 
1 728, they difcharged the work- fpite oT all the negotiations and 
men in their yards, and many treaties, and in I'pite too of the 
other of their inferior fervants, vigilance of the maritime pow- 
upoh which their ftock fell very ers, who made no fcruple now 
coqfiderably in the fummer of of owning their intention to 
1 729; however, they contrived feize and make prices of any 
by a variety of reports to raife veftels that Ihou.d, appear to 
it again to feventy-fonr s but; have failed from Europe after 
before theVlqfe of that year, it the^ figning of. the prelimi- 
fell to little more than fifty. narie8(23]. 

■ (sO E^rcnn Hifieripu it Politijue, tpm. Ixxkt — f. 475, 4760 (Ji' 'Vi. 
rm. .Ixxxviil. p. 47 ?, 476. (* 3 ) See tbe Bifioneel ana er 

periedteni vnrkt in tbefejten. 
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Tid^i ladings for fuch (hips as came thither) and particn- 
larly for two, of Which the St, Therefa was one, at the pro« 
per feafon in. 1730 *. This, tho* carried on very fecretly, 
could not efcape the notice of the SngUJb and Dutch^ who, 
towards the clofe of the month of January ii^ the fame 
year, fent a fquadron under the command of Captafn CoJ^ 
fright in the Fordwich to block up the river. Upon his ar- 
rival, in his fbtion, he found the two (hips at anchor, upon 
which he ordered the Princefs Caroline to attack them, and 
the Duke (fTork, another flip under his commaj^d, to fup- 
port him. As foon as the Princefs Caroline was within reach 
of the lefier of the two (hips, (he fired a gun, by which one 
' of the men on board her lofl his leg, and another had his 

arm broke, and the Captain was very near being killed, who, 
perceiving that the Duke of Tork was preparing to grapple 
and board her, flruck to Hht Princefs Caroline, while hisconfort 
flipped and took (licltcr under the cannon of the faffory, 
where it was not thought expedient at that time to follow 
and attack her, and (he afterwards had the good fortune to 
cfcape » 

J/ttrr^er to UpoN the bringing of the prize to Fort William, (hq ap- , 
vchhhthty pcared to be the St. Terefa, commanded by Captain Dominick 
fnd mtuns graco, but (he had not taken in above one third of her lad- 
to procun jpg jjffgp jjjjg arrived ^n Europe, the dircc- 

pajperti OJlend company pro^^ed an application to be 

cr^wns^of Polifb Majefly's minifler for the difeharge of., 

Poiand ^ ^‘P» having failed from Europe under his protcllion, 

which, however, did not fucceed fo well as tbeyexpefled 
iia. This was, in all probability, the reafon that they had re- 
courfe to another < court, which was that of Prujfia, and oh*** 
rained from thence a protection for the Apollo, commanded 
by Captain Michael Caiefas, of the burthen of four hundred 
ton, which palTport was dated at Berlin, on the (ii'fl of May, 
1729 ; but, as the blaiSks for the name and burthen of 'the 
(hip appeared, upon infpeCtion, to be filled up long after it 
was granted, there was greatreafon to believe that the court 
of Pruffia was not acquainted with the ufe that was intedtied 
' to be made of it ; and, that this furreptitious pafs was con- 
veyed to the commander of that veflel, when he was home- 
ward bound, by fome of the advice-brats belonging to the 
Oftend company ; but, however it was, this matter, was ma- 

* Mercure Hiftorique et Politique, tom. xci. p. 100. * Extract 
from a private letter, dated at Fort- William in the Bay of Bengal, 
f.ebruary 26th, 1729-30. • From private information. 
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naged with fuch dexterity aud diii^oe, that the fecret was 
never abfolutely difcover^ ; but Captain Caiefas, haying got 
this paiTpott into his hands, availed himfelf of it, as the reader 
will fee, and thereby preferved both Ihip and cargo, tho’ not 
without running through fome difficulties and dangei-s 

Upon his returning into the feas oi Europe, he hoilled 
Prvffian coldurs, and, being obliged to put into a port in /re- make the 
laid for fhelter, received fuch fuccours as he wanted, and "O' of 
then continued his voyage for the Elbe, In proceeding up ?**"/■ 
that river he came to ai^ anchor under the fortrefs of Etade, ^ 
belonging to his Britannick Maj^y, as Eleftor of Hanover, 
where he psdd the port-duties, was received and treated as a 
Prujfan Ihip, and when he had difpafched whatever affairs he ^g,. 
had there, tailed for Hamburgh, in which port he arrived the fjips thi^ 
1 2th of September, 1731 *. The diredfors of the Ofiemther, 
company, being informed of the fafo arrival of the Apollo, 
were tranfported with joy ; and, to revive the drooping fpi- 
rits of their proprietors, very imprudently gave out, that not- 
withftanding they were deprived of the liberty of fupplying 
their ’magazines in the Netherlands, they would notwithftand- 
ing furnilh all Germany and^thj North with Soft India com- 
modities, and for this purpofe were determined to eft.'iblilh 
their 'ftaple at Hamburgh ; and, in fupport of thefe dcclara^ 
tlons, they publiifhed advertifeinents in all the gazettes, of the 
time when their public fate was to commence in that city 
They grounded their hopes of being able to go through this 
affair with the fame fuccefs Which had hitherto attended it, 
upon the great privileges granted by the empire for encou- 
raging the navigation of the Elbe, and upon the authority of 
the free city of Hamburgh, not doubting that the magiftrates 
for the fake of the advantage their citizens would reap from 
thefe fales, and the great refort of merchants thither^ on that 
account, j would give them all the affiflance in their power ; 
in which, as the event Ihewed, they were not much mif- 
takizn, and, all circumftances connd5rcd, tliis was certainly 
as Ihrewd a contrivance as they could poffibly have devifed in 
the then defperate ftate of theiy affairs, and (hews that thefe 
managers were men of very great abilities, and would have 
fullained this traffic if it had been poffible ^ 

* Recneil Hiltorique d'AAes, Negotiations, Memoires et 
Traitez, tom. viii. p. 303, 304. * Mercure Hillorique ec 

Politique,* tom. xci. p. 342. r See the memorial of Sir 
rVdVyche, and Mr. Mauritius, in which thofe fafls are affirmed. 

> Recueil Hilldiriqued'Afles, Negotiations, Memoizes et Traitez, 
tom. viii. p. 304. . ^ 
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JpfKca^ But the Maritime Powers forefeeiogfthat the laftmif- 
thv there- chief would be worfe than the firft, if a fpeedy and efi^uai 
upofiyhytht remedy was not applied, ag[reed upon a joint application to 
minifters magillrates and feoate of Hamburgh, and accordingly Sir 
ef the Ma- j^ych, and Mr. Maurictus, the Sritijb and Dutch mini* 

fitme prefented a memorial conceived in very ftrong terms, in 

t^elenn that an interloper employed in a clan- 

ef that ^ <IeiUne and illicit trade, in direff breach, of treaties, had taken 
^7^, (belter in their port and pretended to expeff protection and um*, 
punity. That this veHel, called the Hpollo, was returned with 
a cargo from the Eqft Indies, to which they had no right tore- 
fort ; and therefore infifled \he vefTel ihould be fequeftred,and 
her contents fecured, fo that no clandeftine fale might be made, 
before the Maritime Powers had an opportunity of difeuding 
this matter with fuch potentates, as might unexpeCle|lly 
interfere ; adding, that they relied upon this, the rather as it 
would give them an opportunity of doing jufiice to the magi- 
flratc and fenate, to their high coniHtuents, whofe favour it 
behoved them to conllder, rather than expofe the commerce 
of their great arid opulent city to imminent dangers in the * 
caufc of they knew not whp This memorial was dated 
the loth of December, and tlic magiftrates eafily 'compre- 
^hending the importance of this adijiir, engaged the fenate to 
communicate it immediately to the great Iflembly of their 
citizens, who, by the conlVitutions of Hamburgh, are the • 
judges of fuch matter in the lafl refort ; and, having received 
their fentiments, the refult ofathem was flgniiied on the 
twelfth of the fame monfh, to the Britijb and Dutch mini^ 
ilers to the fallowing eifeCt 

dnfixer That the fenate had been indeed informed, that the fhip 
made to called the Apollo, came from China, and was expeCfed from 
this memo- thcnce fome time before her arrival ; but that this veflel Kad^ 
riaKon be- put into a port in Ireland, had paffed freely through the Bri- 
haf/efthe had declared whence fhe was bound, and her 

free cargo, and had^aid duty at the cuff om-houfe of Staden. be- 
^ "O' y longing to the king Great Britian,us duke of Bremen 


Ham- 

burgh. 


and f^erden, and had been now three months in her port, 
where (he had delivered moft of her cargo without interrup- 
tion or complaint. That in this cafe they apprehended them* 
felves not able to comply with what was defired, but that 
tiiey hoped their reafons would be fairly reprefented. , That, 
in the memorial demanding the arreO: and fequeflration of 
thi^fhip and cargo, two points feem to be laid down ; the 
hril, that this veflel was not under any protection ; thafe- 

• See that Memorial in the work laft cited. ^ Recneil Hifto- 
riqucd*ACtes,Negotiadons, Memoires, etTrmtez, toffi.viii.p. 30^. 

• cond. 
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cond/ that, coining from the InMes, (he had no right to an- 
chor in their road : with refpeA to firft, the vdul had in- 
dubitably a Pruffia»t paflport, which had b«n examin^ and 
refpe^cd at Stade^ and her having been three months in 
their harbour in that quality, and this fafb being publifhed 
in the gazettes, without any complaint from the court of 
P.ruffia, they could have no reafon to quedion the faf):. That 
the fenate knew very well it did not l^ong to her to decide 
the rights and pretenfions in queftion betu'een great powers ; 
and, chat as thefe miniilfeTS fuggefted in their memorial, that 
this point- was to be cleared between their high conftituents 
and fome other l)Otencaces, that ought, in jiiftice and equity, 
to excufe them from interpofmg precipitately, and thereby 
involving themfelves in the difpute, not only with his Prujfian 
Majefty, but with thofe other potentates whoever they were : 
that, as to the fecond point, the Elbe was a common and 
free river to the whole Germanic empire, appertaining to his 
Imperial MajeHy as chief of the Empire, and to the electors 
and princes, more efpecially to thole that have territories ly- 
ing thereon ; that therefore it is not in the power of the 
city of Hamburgh to violate the liberties and privileges of a 
river which belongs to the Emperor and the Empire, fince 
that would be a manifeO; departure from her fidelity and 
duty ; and that, befides, it is utterly confiAcnt with her in- 
lerefi and confiitution, her inhabitants fubrifiing entirely by 
her free commerce, having a right to admit any Ihips what- 
ever into her harbour, not known to be enemies to the Em- 
pire, or pirates, fo that (he could not a,yoid receiving a vellel, 
having his Prujfian Majefty’s pafiport, and carrying Prujfian 
colours; more efpecially, after (he had been rerpe^led and 
treated as fuch at his Britannic Majefiy’s fortrefs and cuf- 
tom-houfe at Stade. That, as to the remaining part of the 
memorial, the fenate, after the duties were once paid, never 
interfered farther with the cargoes of any (hips but left the 
proprietors of them to difpofe of them ^as they thought pro- 
per, according to the ufage of all free-trading cities ; fo that, 
except the general declaration at ^he cufiom-houfe, they had 
no knowledge whatever of the contents of this veflcl, fo that 
itwasabfolutely impra^icable, at the didance of three months 
to do what was required ; more efpecially as it was impolfible 
for hem to learn to whom the remains of thefe goods be- 
longed, or how the property might be changed by their be- 
ing fold, pledged, or bartered, not to mention their being 
bound by their oath, agreeable to the fundamental laws and 
cooltitudons of the city ; not to fearch houfes, warehoufes, 
cellars, and other places, appeitaioing to the citizens and 

inhabitats, 
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inhabitants, unless §ar fome capital .cdo&e ; which, if they 
Ihould attempt, it would she fat^ to what little commerce 
and trade they had AiU left, and would be, at the fame dme, 
fruitlefs, and to no purpofe*. That therefore the- honour- 
rable feoate befought the Envoy extraordinary Hych, and 
the Refident Mauricius, to reprefent favourably to his Bri- 
Majedy, and to the States-General, tl^ impoffibility 
of the fenate and city’s complying with the demands con- 
tained in their memorial ; and that, on the other hand, the 
fenate is ready and willing to do, .»to the utmod of her fmall 
power, whatever may contribute to promote and render 
dourilhing the Brltijb and Dutch commerce innheir city; 

But, at the The magidrates and fenate of Hamburgh^ the very fame 
fame time, day that they returned this anfwer to the maritime powers, 
the regency wrote a letter to the Emperor, conceived in very drong, but 
•very lAjife- jjt the fame time in very refpeftful terms ; fetting forth the 
ly demand difficulties they were under, the apprehendons they had of 
rialMa- difpleafurc of two great pow^s, and their in- 

pro- *^hility to avoid this, without breach of their fidelity to the 
ieciian.' empire, violating the conditution. of the liberties- 6f their" 
city, and facrificiiig thofe piiviieges and immunities by which 
not only its commerce was preferved, but upon which alfo 
its very fubfideoce depended ; and therefore daiming his Im- 
perial Majedy’s interpofitioh and proteflion, In a cafe of fuch 
high importance, and as their Ible refouixe in that peril and 
perplexity in which they were ' But, before they could 
receive any anfwer to this lettcA', the miniders of the maritime 
powers prefented another memorial, on the i 4 th of the fame 
month, cociceivcd in dill dronger terms; requiring, that 
they diould ufe their utinod endeavours to preferve the cargo 
of the Apollo intire, and that they diould forbid, or at IcaA 
fufpepd, the public fale, advertif^ for the Wednefday follow- 
ing, at the houfe of one Cavers, inafinuch as they were well 
informed, that thofe goods were not his property, but be- 
longed to foreigners, and particularly to Dutchmen, for whom 
he was only fa^or ; that it was not the intention of his Bri^ 
tannic Majedy, or their H^h Mightinedes, to offer the lead 
wrong or prejudice to the city of Hamburgh, or inhabitants, 
unlefs they drew it upon themfelves, but. was principals de- 
figned to hinder their own fubjeds from carrying on an il- 
licit trade, under colour of fome foreign protection ; and that 
therefore the m^idrates would eafily comprehend, that, in 
cafe they tolerated this fale, after this notice, it would be- 

« Lettre duf Magidrat de Hambourg i rEmpereur, du 12 De- 
cembreS73i. 


come 
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their, onm uibje6te, but thofb^bf othct'dHimt hi iite breach 
dfthe |aii^ <MF thdr eptititt^^. ' 

T<> tide mmoHal^ thbfis to nrhoQ It 'ITae addrd&j mdHt Andt^kj^ 
a rpeedy aodco^os re^y; ilUl islUlihg 'oii gn^ 
tU^ of lihe dver Slbe^ the gMt Im^Mf^fcty bf ttitArlMag tftbeeri* 
upon them to^ jodgee in di&tktes between the briadpu . 

Jk)wers in Sunset iiod the heard they ihodld nm of dif* 
obli^ the kbig of Phtfftd, aidd' of \mg thdttsHc to dlAd- 
nouF^the whole emplM, if^ they ptetended to do what wiiis 
demanded'*. TheyUkewifewfot^egahi to the Emperor, on ^ 
the 19th of die wnt month, in term^ more pathetic than 
before, befeecbing him to take fome meafnra for fecnridg' 
thdr finking eommeroe, and toengafge the maritime powem 
not to alRempt any thing to the piejadke Of the iree naviga- 
tion of the Elbe, Which tUl now had oener been dUpneed ^ 

But, notwithftanding all thefe memoriels, the maritieie powetd 
found themfeivfo in no ficnaclon to pufo thlk matter to the 
jitmoft; for, fodh after, certain penona interpoTed) of too 
high a rank to be Oifobliged^ fo that, notwithftanding the 
goods wea fold, they chofe rathfr to let the thing be fipm 
to a great ledgth, and at laft be intirely dropped, than to 
procM to extremities, as not knowing how for hts Imperial 
Majelly might find himfelf oblig^ to fopport the ftee navi* 
gation of the Elbe, or whether the king m Pruffid might not 
at length interfere, from a point of honour, in fupport of Ida 
fi^, with whom, at that juncture, it Was by no means con* 
venient to have any diflerence* Id this infoince, therefor^ 
the company feemed to prevail; with which the dl* 
rectors were highly pleafed, and fiattmed themfclves feool 
jtheace, that they had follen upon a method of carrying od 
their trade, notwithfiandiog what was fiipolawd in.tmtiea; 
but it was not long before they found the oontr^, and that 
his tmperiat Majelly was determined to make his peace with 
the maritime powers, at their expence *p 

Vf 'ou receiving advice at (^end of the dihe when another iatliti$ 
fiiip of theirs, calleii the Syren, w^ to return to Eur9pe,*^tasf ofmothtr 
took are to an advice-boat, with orders to the cdmidander Oftend 

to pgt iftto the port of Cud&z ; Where, on his arrival, he found 
a french Ihip, aUed the Maria Atmmi, on board which, all 

^ hfemoire hiftorfqne ec politidue, tom. itaKjx Reeueil 
hiftoriquedViaet, Negotiatioiis^ A^emoites, ecTraicez, mm.yiil« 

} >. 3(9, 320^ 3x1. . * MemOire hUloHqae ec jmliriqoe, tom. 

xxxi. p. 692, 693. ' Lettre de la Villa dc- Hambourg ccrite 

d rEaipertar* a Meraore Kifioriqat ttpbfitiqtte, tpm. xeil. 
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bargh, Oeai^^ttaiuftricd, andtheA'cniicaptah tookaUll 
umUr prt~ of lading, importiog, that the goods woe the fiate woperQf 
ttncg of of a Spanijb oiffchanti and then fiuM ^ Hamkpi^if vheie 
btiM Spa- th^ their agents to.fcU.thcBi privatdj K 
ni(h /r0. powers, however^ ]^|iljb;lilgcAee of the,«r]^^«^^£don, 
and, to avoid the inmveoien^ die^ hsd in^ vHth in the 
fbrmcr aSir, apjplied tbeBtfehres diraffly to mlmpeM Ms- 
jeily ; repiefenti^, that tbcfe aedficss were diieft viohtbnp 
of tha treaties which his In^yerial had coodindsd. 

The lEmpecbc, having cpnTidered this rjspiiftftntatldli niatiirely, 
fent his reicript to his numfti^ at Ha^urgki dated 
the firit, 1732, at liarz in Jiujtria\ by which he 
to the ma^ikatdi and fenate, d^it being informed that the 
bte company at Ofl^nd^ notwithlUnding the fignification.of 
his plmfnre, had.'Caufed a fiiip freighted with oommodito 
from the Indies to be fent thither, m order to be caepofed to 
faie in that .dty, his lm|fierial Majefty, bdim refdvpd not to 
permit other the late company, or apy df me fiibjofb of his 
hereditary countries, to carry on an illicit trade, contrary tp 
treaties, defined, thaf they wynld not only prevent any iuch 
hit, bat allb that they' Would caufe the goods, to be b* 
queftred The buigomaAers and council of Hamburgh^ 
^ inihsad of complying with this refeript, femonfirated, that, 
Upon inquiry, it had been made appear tp them, that neither 
the (hip nor the goods belonged to the company, or to 
any of the fubjefb of his Imperial but that the ihip 

was French, nud the cargo bAoi^ to a merchant, 

as might appear by the papers fubjolned. His Imperial Ma- 
jefiy, howtVer, was fo well appriied of every artifice that 
had been ufed, that he i^rfilled in his demand and this 
notwithfianding the Sfanifi court Signified to the agmt of 
ffamturgb at Madrid, that die caigo of the Maria eirmand 
was Spanijb property * (R). 

, o * ' SECT. 

^ Recudl hiiloriqoe d' After, Negodations, Memoires, et 
Traitez, par M* Rouv^et, tom. viii. p. dp. t Mercureln- 
florique et politique, cqin. xeni, p. 573, 574. ^ Retoeil hi- 

Itorlque d'Ades, Negotiadons, Memoircs, et Traite'a, par 
Rocsse't, tom.viH. >545. 


(R). At;the.vciy .(qioe or might be ntsde forits fuf- 
.that the diisi^s wme pei^on efTuppcdlfon, they 
* triving and putting m praSice niaoe ho fqrople' of avaitiiqs 
thefe fchemei to ke^ their themfifives pf the fiipubttoiis 
CQQiine|oe^ alive, notwithflaod- bis In^ial Xfajefty had made 
ing the mdes that had been in their favoar, in rp^A to 

. their 



C 10. ' tbe Oftead Eaft ladk Cmpay] 


94 } 


SEC X- VII. 

fU CoH(bj/bn if tbit ani tbt total Extiomim 
^ tbt'OSKxoifContpM^ i mti fomt mriau Rtmarks 
mpm tUt^m/iig Saif off t W a Di/plm if tbt 
Difiatltks that torn alttnd M PrytStfor ^alMJbmg 
oatj tuv’CtHfoifies ^ tbit Sort, from tbt Opf^/ltioa 
if the Eufopetn PtIM'f ijt Ptff^m tf tbit 
Tradt, , ' * 

• ^ 

A fter fequeftratlon was made» this affair was rpud h/j 

to a great length, no endeavWs being fpaied to get it na/ Ma- 
removed ; bat whra .thde were found altogether inefi^dal^yc^y inter- 
fome oivertiures were made of another kind *, and at lait thlngaAe/^' 
were brought 19 tlds oonclufion. The magiftrates and feiiai^ 
of ffanthirgb pufaUffii^ a decree ; in which they recited, diat "• 

4 he C^Woompany being aboliihed, in conformity to treaties $ 
and thitf whereas the fale of the <|pgo of the and 
arrival and delivery of the caigo of the Maria 'Amu^, had^ 
giyen great forpicions and uaeaSnefl es to the maritime pobrers, ^ 
at whofo fdiUdtation his Imperial Majefty bad ngnified his 
pleafure to . them, that no countenance Ihonld be given to 
fuch illicit trade ; they.therefore, to Ihew the honour and 
refpe^t they had for his Imperial Majefty, as well as to re- 
move the before-mentioned fufpiciODS, dlr^d their fubje^b. 


their Anding two ihips to the the beginning of ffie month of 
fn^’enp tO’ which the maritime Jj ^7 1732, havii^ on board a 
poy^rs were to give no dilhirb- large <ruantity or timber and 
ance, either in their outward ftorm, for refitting a fldp bb- 
or in theii^ homeward-bound longiDjg to the company, then 
pafiage. TheTe velTels were the lying » the hay of Mra/ ( 24). 
Cerwrer/, of five hundred tons, Thefe fi^ps reefilrned fafely to 
forty pieces of cannon, and towards the latter end 

eighty men, commancM by of the year 173a; and hi^ Im- 
Captak yamet de Lermes ; and petial Majefty peing then en- 
tbe OnktJtfUpraim^ of the fame gaged in a war with the crowns 
burdq^, carrying forty-four of F/wwriuid and having 
pieces of Cannon, and one a greater dependence than ever 
hundred and ninety men, com- on the inierpofition of the ma- 
mandbd by Captain Li Clcrc ; litime powers, all thoughts of 
whidh foiled* from the road of fapporting this commerce were 
Ofitndi with Dutch palTports, in imirely laid alide (25). 


(«e) Unieere Mkrifme if torn. xcU. y. 480. 

Jhf.fin tTAOtt, nkvirerifvf Memttra, W Trnitta, $*r 
47 »- , 
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the prefeat drcamibinces conddered, not to interfere with* 
or to have any thing Co do, for the fature, with fnch inter- 
lopers. And, upon the pubhcacion of this decree, the ie- 
qiief^ratlon was taken off, and the goods in qudttonwetc 
privately withdrawn K Thus ended thefe tedious, difptites, 
and virith them the artificial contrivances of iiyi direflors of 
the 0 /hnd company, to dude the fupprefiion of their com- 
merce with the InJUs, which had given fo much trouble and 
dirquiet to the maritime powers, ^nd which rai(ed a fpirit 
which, though quelled in^the Low Countries, has not, how- 
ever, ceafed to appear in other parts, as the reader will be 
informed hereafter, add which, it is very pofiible, may occa- 
fion, fome time or other, new difiurbances, when an acquaint- 
ance with the fafts contained in this chapter will prove a very 
ufeful and necefiary kind of knowlege ; nor will it be amifs to 
add a few farther particulars flowing from the fame fubjeft. 
Seme When, in confluence of a long train of negotiations, the 
thoughts grand‘duchy of Ttifcany came into the pofleflion of the duke 
ha’oe been of Lorrain, and that prince efpoufed the heirefs of th: houfe 
jiuct /w- of Jujiria, fome new fchepiesT in favour of commerce, and 
tert^aj'd Commerce, came again under confider- 

ation ; which, however, were pof^ned upon the death of 
iioil In- Imperial Majctty, on account of the war which that event 
' produced, and the complaifance that it became neceflary to 
have for the maiitime powers. Yet > it is reported, that cer- 
riiri pilv.iteei s, fitted out in ths havens of one of the maritime 
pov/cf^', had actually commifiions to make reprifals dn the 
Indies, for Jbine injuries done, or faid to be done, .to the 
fubje^is of hh late Imperial Majefty, when they traded there 
under the fauflioi) of the chaster granted to the /nd/a 
comply in the Auftriiin Netherlands “. What the cf^fe- 
quences might have been, if thofe fhips had reached India, 
and had made captures amongft the Mporijh fhip§, by virtue 
of this commifiion, ^cannot with any certainty be a^med ; 
but, without doubt, they would not have done dther ho- 
nour or fervice to the country from whence thofc flups were 
to have failed ; and where* fome notice being given of their 
defigo, it was very happily prevented. ‘Yet thefe vefiels en- 
tering afterwards into tlie Emperor’s fervice, as grand duke 
of Tufeany, a report prevailed in the world, as if a new Eaft 
India company would be erefted at Florence or Leghorn ; but, 
./Whether this was only a report, or whether upon trial the 

' This decree was dated January i ;th, 1734. ■ This faft 

h too recent, and of a nacttre too delicate, to admit of any ex- 
planation. ' . 

thing 
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thing was found imprtfiiicablti foedefign Teems to be laid d(ide» 
and another, better calculated to Tocoeed, fubilituted in its 
room; indead of an Indian, reTpoE^ a commerce in 

the Levant ; where, by means of the treaties concluded With 
the PortCj and ^l^the corfairs of Barbary, it is TuppoTed they 
may carry 014^ trLle with advantage, and, in this cafe, the 
ports of Tri^e and Fiume, which, in confequdhce of the 
pains taken about them have more Upping and trafBck than 
they had, will likewiTe receive benefit. Here then is an ad« 
ditbnal advantage, arifing even from difappomted projects ; 
fo that it feeips as if the very ende^ouring to introduce trade 
into countries where it is not already Tettkd, or opening new 
branches where k is, brings, (boner or later, benefits of Tome 
kind or other, though perhaps not precifely what were ex- 
peffed. 

All thefe endeavours, difappointments, and new projefls, Proofs coL 
are fo many cogent and Inconteftible proofs of the value of 
that commerce, by the hopes of attaining which they were 
«^xcite(t For if the miniders of the Imperial court were not 
fully fatisfied, that it was in tnith^he mader-wheel which put 
in modoivall the red, why did they exprefs fo much concern 
and unpafinefs about it ; or why eml^k in fuch a multi- S 
pfidty of negDtiatbns to prelerve it, to recover it, or to re- the ableft 
trieve but part of it ? All this certainly could not proceed 
from their being the dupes of projeflors, but from a thorough 
conviftion, founded on expgri^e, which made them fo 
h^vUy regret a lofs, the value of which themfelves could not 
compute, though they had made (everal trials while the 
trade was dill iubfidiag. And with the fight ot fomething 
of this kind, perhaps the reader will not bedifpleafed, fince 
it vail at once furnilh an apology for their condufi, and fer 
our own, in profecuting this matter fo minutely. Thd^ con- 
ceived their, if the Ofiend company had been once elFedually 
cdablKhed, the whole Eq/i India trade, in Iffs than a century, 
would have been confined to the Aefirfan Netherlands, and, 
perhaps, the greated part of the trade in Europe mud have 
followed it. In order to ex|daim fois, we mud remember, 
that the Aufirian Lavs Countries are in themfelves much finer 
than^he provinces which compofe the Dutch republic, and 
much better fituated for trade. Their Tales of Eajl India com* 
modities would have brought prodigious Turns of ready money 
into thofe p/oviuces ; and this mud have revived and redored 
thofe manufaffures, which formerly fiourilhed there more 
than^in any pa(t of Europe, which would have fccured to 
them all the commerce of Germany, and, by degrees^' that of 
the 001th. In fuch circumdances, what diould have hindered 
• 0^3 their 
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t1ieir4ttemptii\g imd acqolriag the fifherjes ? aod* by QpeniBg 
the port of Triefie afi4 Fitont,otk the ^irUtki what coutd have 
prevented their ingroHing thec/fe&ui trade ? It may be faid« 
that all theiie are fuppofiSoof t but, what then ? they are rea- 
fonaUe fuj^iitions> and, which is much more* they were 
fuch fuj^fitions as induced the late Emperor toeAablUh this 
company, and to Ara^e (b hard as he did fdr the matnten* 
ance of it ; nay the Dutch, who, beyond a queition, were the 
beft judges in the world ci what mig)^ be doifa, and what 
could be done, thou^t all thefe TopjmAtions both poffibk 
and practicable, which induced them to aCt in the manner 
they did. Take then all this together, and it Vili appear a 
very Arong argument, that the trade of the Baft Indies is in 
itfelf the foundation of commerce and maritime power, at ^ 
leaA in the hands of fitch as know how to manage it ; and 
thofe who were intruAed with that by the ImperialiAs, ihewed 
themielves very capable, in every refpe^, dur^ the few years 
they were em ploy^. * 

Th£ greot, and indeeed the only, miAake of the prcjeClors, , 
tf the pr6‘ was their not being AifBcientlyiVerfed in thegehcrai fyAem oi' 
jeBon and afiairs, and the conditions lander which his Imperial MajeAy 
frindpal htld the Low Countries^ Their mifearrtage taught fome of 
propruftn wifdom { and beiqg perfuadej, that the^experi- 

ment they had already made had removed all fufptcion that 
Mrts of feheme was an impraClicable chimera, port of them re- 
Europe. Cefenha^en, in order to graft upon the old Danifh 

^ * company; and of their foccels the reader has been already 
ing>rmed. Others again thought of applying to the Swe&s, 
that nation^having bm for fome years employed in retrieving 
thur afiairs, improving their la'nds, raifing new manufaflures, 
reviving their commerce, and reAoring their naval poprer* 
Whar reception they met with there, and how, by degrees, 
they brought their delign to be relifiied and couc^enanc^ by 
tbecQurt, and fupport^ by people who had money, whether 
Swedes or foreigner^, will be the bufinefs of the next chapter, 
in which we fli^l prefent the reader with the hifiory of this 
new company, which was. but the other d&y the youngefi in 
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Hifim Cmpary efiditjhei for htrrjini; on 
a (jmmerce*to Indies fhm Swwn-^ 

tie (^f^bion winch it at jtrjl nut with from . 
the Mafitime Powers % the Firmnefs of the 
Government in its Support ; the Means * 
if id to carry the Scitm into Execution i with 
feme Objervations as to its Confequences. 

SECT, L 

the Swedes, for many Ages^ inattentive to Commeree^ - 
and to ihejkts of Peace \ but at lenpb come to 
form a right Notion of their Importance \ end^ upon 
* an Application and due Information as to the Benefits 
of the^ EaO; India Commirctn u Charter is ^anfedf 
in t^ ampUP Form^ f^ the Advantage and Ancon* 

* ragement of the Proprietors, * 

/XIHE Biartial diTpoQtioa of the Swodes, and the wars al« Tie cm- 
JL moft oondaual in which they were engaged, either in meree of 
defence of their freedom at home, or in purfiiit of glory Sweden 
abroad, hindered them, for many ages, from making aoy^'^^» 
figure*at fisi, though few nadons were better quSlified in aU 
rape6ts. The fituation of thdr country, which has a long 
extent of coaft ; with feveral good ports, and many more fganjant, 
that might be m^fo; the va^ abandaoce of timber, ns pro- ^ ^ 

per as any in the world for ihipping ; their great plenty of all 
other nat^ (lores ; the large quantities of eiftellont iron, .which 
themfnes produce; and, above all, the good underftandiqgs, 
calm and determine comage, and cool temper of their minds, 
joined to the adtive and robud: bodies of. their people; gave 
them vail advantages *•. With a]i theie, they contented .them' 
felve%wich (Uhiog upon their own coails, cxpoirting their com* 
modities, chiefly iron aqd copper, toDantzick, or to Bremen 
at farthefl, maintaining, however, a tolerable naval fonre, in 
which, as o/ten as occaHon required, they (hewed rhemfelves 
both brave and (kilful feamen. The chief reafon of their being 
thustionfined iniheir commercial correfpondeQce, was in part 

. • Hiftoire de Suede, tom. iii. p. 412. 
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their natural fruflality and lore of their ownconn^, bnt 
chiefly the addrefs of the haoTc tcwns, the traden of which 
bought up and exported Svedyh commodities into formgn 
countries, where for a long time they were not known fo 
much as to come from Swalen ^ till at length the Engiyh 
and the Dutch fent (hips to Stockhdm^ and in^ocefs of time 
their wars in Germany^ and the fettling amoi^ them many 
thonfands of Scots brought them to have more extendi no- 
tions of trade, and to take fuch meafures as had a tendency 
to increafe and render it more bcdeficial, in which they were, 
fuccefsful in fome degree, ^bnt not in any propprtion Xp what 
they might have been, if -thdr aflairs had been in that re- 
fpeA rightly condufled. Yet, as their native commodities 
were valuable and necelfliry to other nations, and themfelves , 
in thofe days very frugal, what trade they had turned lo 
account 

fluftavus The famous Gvflavus Adolphus ^ one of thp greatifl princes 
y^dolphus that tvtr reigned in Sweden, or perhaps in any other country, 
had very early views in fovouf of the commerce of ^is fulj*. 
Chrilti- je£ts; and even while he wait engaged in, the war with Po- ' 
formed the firfl; defign of opening a paflage for them to 
Jhfdies, to which he invited fuch as were defirons^of 
reaping a fliare in the profits of this advantageous commerce 
by his letters patents, dated at Stockholm, June the fourteenth, 
1626 ^ ; but the wars in Germany followed foon after, 
and engrofled his attention diy-ing the remaining part of his 
reign, hindered in all probability that defign from taking j^ny 
efleA. His daughter, the celebrated queen Chriftina, was 
alfo very flefirous of promoting the glory and welfare of 
Sweden in this refpedl ; that is, in regard to its trader and 
with this, view projeffed a ftttlcment upon the coaft oLCui- 
jiea, and the efiablifliing colonies in the H'eji Indies,, and in 
ibrne degree fucceeded ip both 1 but ~ the Dutebi always at- 
tentive to their <Avb interefts, and preferring them in a vei7 
high degree to thofe of other nations, taking advaniage cif 
the circumfiauces of the times, ibon worked the Swedes out ' 
pf thefe eftpbiifhments, ^nd converted them to their own 
life *. There are, however, (fill fome remiflns of the latter 
in the Engii/b prpvinct hi New Jerfey in N^rth Amer^a re- 
covered man the Duieh, and where the defeendaots are yet 
rcmaioliig of the Inhabitsnts of three S^tdi/h towns, in which 

^ Bilhop RoBiesov’s Aoeoan^ef Swedao chap.xiv. s Re* 
‘fltxions fur 1« Commerce de Suede. ^ Ilji^iooe^re d^om- 
pierce, mip. p. cqI. ; * Reflexions fur le Commerce do 

conCflefl 
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coliliMdidr^{idimiat]iole|iut*'(A). Thefediiimi- 
ngeojients^ together ivith tlie fucc«ed»og wars c^aiiiA the 
Datief and PJtt took froiS'th^ all thoughts ot teuewtng 
tbdr eodeavoitn to benefit theouelvies, iu this way ; forefeeing 
tlut whflmer tbgr attempted to &ttle, their title might be 
queilioued, god tfteir pbiitatioos overdirowo by fome other 
Ewn^tm Ax^tger at iea, and confequendy better able to 
fopport thdr dmins, whether wellor ill founded, than them- 
felves, from their having had thefe thoughts earlier, and de-* 
rived from thence thofe idvantages. . 

While the Svtedes remained dofely attached to France, ItsJecIm* 
in confequence of the fubfidies, their mpnarchs received from Ji»u a^er* 
that crown, and thepenfions and other favours conferred •mardsani 
on their nobility, their councils were abfolutely guided by the thccaufti 
views of the court of VerfaiUef, and while they were totally. 
occu|Med with the dcfire of glory and the thirft of ambition, YtU' 
they exhaufted thdr dominions both of men and money, in 1 ** 
ho|^ of extending their conquefis, inflead of labouring to 
Jmprop their country or enlaif^ th^ commerce 6. Charles * , 
the eleventh, indeed, in the l^ter part of his reign, had other 
views, and, afted upon a very flifoent plan, which, how- 
ever advantageous to the crown, was in many refpefb de- 
tfimenbl to the fql^jcfl. He it was who formed the plan of * 
making himfelf from a very limited king, an abfolute mo- 
narch in Sweden, in wliich he fucceeded, by gaining the con- 

' Britifh Empire in Americf, vo!. i. p. 228. Biihop 

Kobinson’s Account of Sweden, chap. iz» 

(A) The names of thefe towns and in the laft of thefe He thofe 
were ChriJHna, called by the places that were planted by the 
Iniuns, Andaftaka, Eljinbeurg, ^W#/(i),Bndbytheimprove- 
ou the Eaft fide of mcnts that have beet fince 
PelmnarAyes, at the mouth of made, it appeared that the 
which there is a fort which Pidjeftwas very prac- 

, bears the name of Eljinhaurg ticable,fnd if it had bwn pur- 
at this day. When tYke^Detcb foed might have turned very 
fetded in this country, they iqudi to their advantage. But 
gave it the title of Ntnu Bth at that time the nation was lit- 

f ia, hut when it was leduccd tie difpofed to fuch undertak- 
ly Sir Robirt Carrt in 1664, ings, which, if not well fup- 
and left to the crown of Gnat ported at the beginning fpee- 
Pritein by the fubfeqnent tiea- dily dwindle away and come 
ty of peace, it became divided to nothing, as thg cafe was 
into three provinces, Mw Terk, here* 

$afi Jerjej, and Weft JerJ^i 

(I) Britifi Ew^ire is AmaUe, wA !• p* aSa, 
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fidence of the eeQunoo poapk,. BdniBilblils; jalHcts Itajpir^' 
tially, rcpreffing the luibleiice of the nobifity, uid laying opm 
the corruptions that had beep' prated ia the affioddiei of 
the flares. Somediing hcnvever he did for the trade' of hie 
fabjefts, and more he ^old have done if he had lived ; for 
he was a prince who knew that to make ' a ri^ king there 
muft be a rich people, and diercfbre he pit many thiiM 
upon a new foot, encouraged hit lebjeAs to managrthAr 
own traffic, and did whatever be < apprebebded might 
contribute towards refcuii^ th6m''ont ot the hands of- fo« 
reigners, and engaging (hem to tranfjtort thehr goods and 
manufa^urcs in the|r own bottoms But the minority 
which followed upon his (kath, made way for canosllii^, or, 
at leafl, acglefHng thcfe benefits ; and his fon, Charles the 
twelfth, being never out of the field after he was old cooogh 
to take it, whatever he did to raife his own charafber, as a 
hero, certaialy did Iktle towerds promodog the wdto of 
his fubjefts, fince, at the dofe of his reign, 'Srvaeden was fo 
much exhaufted, that diere was hardly any but old ngien and. 
boys left in the country, wfaid^was impoverifhed to the laft 
degree, and her trpde and ^haval power fallen much bebw 
what it had ever been ; Co fay nothing of the lo6 of fome ^ 
her finefl provinces, from whimoe fheoretgnAny of the moft 
valuable conimodicies that maintained her commerce < (B). 
But, after the peace with Raffa was made, and late 
t '/ \^edts king, then Landgrave of Hejfe^ was placed on the throne 
T.-T-r ied by eleffion, new meafwes were pnrfued, and experience Md 
u fha'igs ncceifit)', which arc aWe miftrefies, taught the dwsdSr/ that 

tit'r \ •• 

^ Vie de Charles Xf. * Hiftoire de Suede tom. iii, 
?■ * 95 - 

(B) Amongll thefe we may they bronglit no gr(!fit revenue 
reckon the large .and fruitful into the royal creafury^ and 
province of tAvoma^ part of contributed hut little to the 
Romerama, and the dochiei of wealth of the nation. Their 
Sremin and Virdtn, all of which loft therefore was great, confi- 
idighc have been of prbd*^ioai derirtg they might have 
ufe to the SwJis, in caic they been ; but very fupporublvF >f ' 
had attempted this commerce We mflefi On what they jjieatly 
to the Bajl Min, while they were, aVkd that being acquired 
were, pe^flini of them, or had by conopeft^ they kept 
even e&cburaged'the indefby sflways^wh .bad terms' with 
^and cdmmercitl fpirkof their heritei^Sbors (a).* 
lohabkaigpi forwantofwhich , 

^ Aewjit' ebSR tv. 
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ttfwdftre and hioito of a coimny micbt be fenwwd, 
tbQ* every man in it Vas not a fddier. The re- mstcuI- 

(bned to their auth;ority, eadeamied to maJte aU ranks ^Uvatin^ 
Mple comprehend what a real !>lefling liberty vas, and Ikht ^ vf 
loon thea^rs of a countiy might be recrifv^, even to 
inoft diftreHed drCbisAanceSt when every man in his iphere« 
let that bie wiitoit would, made this his principal bufincfs 
The grievances Introduced under the late reign were redrefled*- 
i^ral abufes, that had crept in under plauiible pietences, 
were removed, and the weight of taxes was as much foftened 
os the circumfUoces of the goverament^wottld permit ^ Be^ 
fides theie, iflany other remedies werp applied; new me* 
thods of agriculture were put to the trial tor the improve'^ 
meat of the foil ; a variety of machines invented to miti* 

* gats the labour of fuch as were employed in the mines ; 
newmanufa^ures ere^bed ; encourapment given to Grangers ; 
and, in (hort, every po/Iible method was pradifed that might 
give a new iac^ to alEurs. Thefe endeavours had quickly 
000(1 efiefbs ; and, amongft others, they produced an afbive 
IpiritorinduiiTy, (harpen^ by emulation ; andevery man who 
had an opportunity, ihiviog to diftinguiOi himfelf as far as 
he was able, both in afbing and thinJdng for the public^ be- 
nefit, ife it Aood ^onefb^ with the method in which he * ^ 

purfued his own pnvate advanta^ ; and this was the fitua- 
tloo Sweden was in at the time of the furpmfion of the OJteni 
company, by which a illumber of bufy and able men were 
thrown out of employnient, afld left under a variety of dif* 
coHragements to leek it where they could » (C). 

* ENtOV RAGED 


V f tat de Suede, p. 39« ’ Kiftoire de Suede, tom. ill. 

p. 271. * Reflexions fur le Commerce de Suede. ^ 

(C) It appears from hence, into the fegrice of that com* 
that it had txtn much better pany and, Trom their not 
^.policy in thofe nations that perceiving this in time, both the 
%«na their commerce hurt by DadJ^ and Sivtdijb conmanies 
the OJienJ company, to have arafe. Severity is very feldom 
'granted an indemnity to all beneficial to a prince, but almoft 
their jubjcQs that flood in need always deftrufUve to a people, 
of it, when th^ piocared a ]>efi^ace menareverydanKr- 
fafpenfion of that commcKC, oas creatures, more efpeduly, 
thmi to leave them expofed to whentbeir country is the olijeA 
thofe ievere bws, that were cal- of their refentment ; and there- 
imlattd to prevent their gotog fore for the lake of prudence, 

(4) Su g«r. 9. Q. I f. s<. §f, 7, a. 
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Jt what Encouragcd by this and other coio&ding circumlUntts,' 
timtf anJ one Mr. Henry Komng, an eminenc omhaot at Siockhobn^ 
Jr$mwhat formed the fcheme of eftabljihing an Ea/i India company in 
In order to thisi he reprefented to the kipg and 
IndU w* *'** various parts of Hfig and ^rica 

” ^"‘to which an advantageous commerce mfght Ijf. carried on, 
^eSed. without infringing of treaties, or breaking iof^pon the trade 
of other nations ; that this was what Sweden had a right to 
at all times, but that there never was a jun£tiire in which 
fhe might avail herfelf of that right with fo much facility as 
at premnt ; that it was impolTible to undertake an enterprize 
of this nature without the afliftance of foreigners, as well in 
contributing to the cxpence with which it would be necella- 
rily attended as in entering into a fervice that the Swedes were « 
as yet unacquainted with ; that many who had in time with- 
drawn their money out of the OJiend were defirous 

of employing it eilewhere, more efpecially if it tould be done 
with fccrefy ; and that there might be eafily found perfons 
c\cry waj capable of conducting fuch a def/gn in its infaneps, 
it the fcafon was not let flip^ Thcfe arguments had their ^ 
weight, more cfpccialiy, i^hen, upon due examination, Mr, 
Komug made it appear to the C(ilege of Commerce, .or, ^to 
life our own phrafe, the Board of IVadf ; that he had ad- 
vanced nothing which it was not wholly in his power tp 
ri:akc good Upon mature deliberation therefore, his pro- 
jv)j'al was accepted, and his Swedijb Majelly, by and with 
the advice of the fenatc, granted him a charter for his pew 
company, dated June the 14th, 1731 p, precifely one hun- 
drcvi and five years after the letters patents of Gujiavus MeU 
^has for the like purpofe ; the Aibftance of which, becaufe it 
is generally regarded as one of the bell digefted inflrumecitsof 
its kisd that is any-where extant, we will give the reader, bring- 
ing it however into as'nanow a compoTs, as, without prejudice 
to its fcopc aijd meaning, is poflible ; becaufc, withmit the 
knowlfedge of its contents, whatever we have farther to fey 
upon this fubjeA, would not be fo perfpicuous or iutelligible. 

• 

" Hiftolre de Suede, tom. iU. p. 257. * Didionaire de 

de Commerce, tom. ii. col. 1146. p. Supplement an ‘Corps 
Diplomatique dcs Droits des Gens, tom. it. P. ii. p. 105. 
Hilloire de Suede, tom. iii. p. acy. Rovsset, Recuctl Hlf- 
. torique d'AAs, &c* tom. viu. p. 34.3. 

eho* not of pity, every method forefee hoW' for the reaUh of 
Jhould be tried to reclaim them, their salige may extend, 

^nce it*#6 hardl/ pofliWe to ‘ ' 
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The king thotbE concedes to Henry Koning, and bis af- Th fvh^ 
fociates, the Ufaierty cc navigating and trading to the Eafi Jn^Jtana tf 
4iee ^ fifteen years, viA th^ inhabitants of all coiintri^ nyal 
from beyond the Cape ef Goad Hope to the iflands of fahan^ ebarttr 
wherever they fliail think proper or convenient; with' this « 
fingle refirifisD^ that diOTfiiatl not trade in anypoTt'be- * 
longing to any prince or mte in Burt^ without free leave 
firft had and.obtained. The fifips employed in this com- 
metce (hall conlhtntly take jn their IsniaignxCHtenhurgb, to 
whkh port they (hall return with aU the merchandize they 
bring from th^ Befi Indies, and catife the fiime to be pub- 
liCkly fold as foon as conveniently they can. The faid Henry 
JConing and company (hall pay to the crown of Sweden dur- 
• iog the faid fifteen years, one hundred dalers per laft for 
every (hip they employ, fuch (hips being meafured before 
their departure from Gottenburgh ; which money is to be paid 
within fix days }fter the fafe return of the faid (hip from the 
Indies ; and they (hall Ukewife pay two dalers per lafi, in full 
(kisfa^on fi)r the town duties. The foid Henry /Coning and 
^ company may employ, equip, and arm as many veflels as they 
(hall thirik proper, provided tnofe vedels are built* or 
boiight«in Stveden, and whatever dfe is necelTaiy for equip- , 
ping and fornifiiing them be had in the Swedifb dominions. 

Hut, in cafe this (hoold be found at any time imprafticable, 
then the company may« provide themfelves with (hips, or 
whatever elfe (hall be found^equifite for their commerce, 

; wherever they (hall think fit ; prodded always that they give 
. the preference to, and promote as far as in thein lies, the 
building, manufaffures, and produce of Sweden, The faid 
(hips (hall carry the Swedi/h fiag, and (hall be furnifhed with 
. p.i(rpnrt8 under the king's hand, as alfo from the republic of 
Hfgiers. The faid company (hail be at liberty to raifif what 
i'um they think fit for the carrying on their commerce, by 
voluntary fabfcriptton, or otherwife, as the;^ (hall think pro- 
per ; and fuch as (hall become fubfcribfrs, (hall be obliged 
to pay in their money at the times preferibed on pain of 
forfeiting their interefi in the faid oommerce. 

The company may tranfport what ordnance or fmall arms 
they diink proper, as alfo (ilver coined or uncoined, Swedifb 
money only excepted, and may lUtewife bring from ^e bUet 
what kind of goods or manufoflures they think ‘fit, without 
any rellilftiqu; the veflels of the company, when freighted 
and i;eady to &il, (hall not be llopped or hindered on any 
pretence whatever ; nor (hall they at their return be impeded 
from entering into the port to which they are cppflgned. 

The goods of the (aid company may be tranfported at their 
’ plcafure 
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pleafnre {Wm place to plaoe withio h» M^y’a do* 
mimoas, being firil funuih*d with proper paflport^ without 
payiqg any eSicr dndes thaij thoCe before (Hpolaaed. The 
captains of the company*^ (hips ihall have the like powers for 
maiatainiiig difciplioe amongft their crews as the captains of 
the King’s (hips s and, with refpeff to trade, they (haU con* 
form to the inftrufHons given by Hmry Karting and com- 
pany, provided always tlm inftrnffions are not repugnant 
to the privil^es granted by this charter. The feamen and 
foldiers eote^ on board the company's (hips (hall not be^ 
liable to be preded into the lung’s or any other fervice ; and*' 
on the other hand it ((hall not ^ lawful for the company to 
take into their (ervice any who (hall have deferted that of 
die crown. The feamen and foldiers belonging to the (hips 
in the company’s (ervice, and deierting from it, may be ap* 
prehended and detained, but according to the ufual forms 
of law, and by the hands of the proper ofiEicers. The (hips 
belonging to the company being returned, and entied, having 
the merchandize on b^rd them, the goods (hall be dnty-finer^ 
except only a very fmall acknowledgment to be paid on re- ' 
moving them. * * 

Th£ perfons affing under this chara^cr (hall con(lai\^Iy 
clinic out of their own number at leali thrfie direffors, who 
lliall be all men of di(Hogui(hed probity and known .ibili- 
tles, of which Henry Koning (tiaW. be cae^ and in cale of his de- 
mile, die members of the company are directed andiibpowered 
to make choice of another perfon in his (lead, providec^al- - 
ways that thefe three dire^ors be natives of the kingdom 
of Sweden, or, at leaff, naturalized Swedes, proteftants, and 
refidcnt in the king’s dominion's, unlefs necdOarily abfent in 
foreign parts for the fervice of the company, in. which* cafe 
the pvoprietors may fubltitnte another diredfor at home. The 
fuid Henry Koning, and his aflbeiates, may make’fuchFcguU- 
tioiis for tlioi management of -their commerce as they (hall 
tliUtk proper, provic^ they be agreeable to this charter. They 
(hall render a faithful account to ali the perfons interefted, as" 
well of tlie profits and loi&s as of the capital of the ffdd com* 
pany ; but they (hall not be obliged to difeover the names of 
their fublcribers, or the Turns they fubferibed ; nor (hail th^ 
be obliged to produce or fuifer their books to be infpe£bed 
on any pretence whatibever. In cafe any of ^e dtrei^fors 
(hall find that foe reft betray tbeir iecrets, or 9ns guilty of 
any other fraud or mlfdemeanar, they may apply to the 
board of trade for juftice and reparation,), and, upon due 
proof, j'ach offender, fhall be fufpended or d^^ded foom 
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Ctit EaftlndM^aq^fl^Ml/^MSwcden. 
his ote q&4jce£^i sad the «oiD£«d|; hs at liber^ to 
diuie aaodihr iQ,J^uVm.. 

1h nib rnsho^, if by oC the prbrbf>r9 ^94 that 
Henry wd. the sdi of tife db^Ors betiw their truAt 

or are of aay firiu>4si they mf^ makc.the faille applica- 
tion, aad oh|^ l^^ iluDe redrds. lb And Hetiry Kaning 
and company may emj^y v^hat iraoihcr of ruparcargoes, 
officers, mariner^ or fbldiers they fliall think fit, either Swedes 
gr foreigner8,^o, on their beii^ fo employed, fhall enjoy 
the fame povfibp as if th^ were born Swedes, and the ino- 
ficy employed duier by natives or foreigners in the capital of 
the cosbany, IhaU not be.iiable to aoj^Aoppageor feizore. 
Siich perfpns as are interefted in, or empioyb by, the coqi- 
pany^ be imtnralized according to their refp^ive qua- 
u'ties, upon their applying themfelves to the king for that 
purpofe. The Cud Henry Honing and company, and fuch as 
are authorized or empbycd by them, in cue they are nio- 
lefted or diftarl:^ in their commerce any perfbn, or in 
a^ part of the world whatever, fiiall have full power from 
s his majSAy to obtain junple jpAice and facisfadtion by all 
convenient, methods, and Ihall be lit liberty to oppofe force 
by force, and to conflder fuch diAurbers as pirates and 
endmies^O the publi^ peace. His inajeAy will grant them thefe 
powers, efpecially i»fucli commiffions as their captains Ihall 
receive; and in cme ilotwithAanding they (hould be attacked, 
and fui^ any Injury or mjuAice from any nation whatever in 
, the carrying oh of this com'nTc^, his hfojeAy upon due in- 

- jnfdtmadon thereof, will grant them his high protection, and 
‘will endeavour to procure for them fpeedy and fhnple fatis- 
fkflion, either by way of reprifal or otberwife. The reA of 
the fubjeCls of ffie crown ot Sweden are cxprcfsly prohibited 
and forbid to engage in, or intcrfCTe with the trade ef life 
faid company under pain of his MajeAy’s high difplcafure, and 
the codnlcation of their vefl^s and eAeCfs.* The king pro* 
mifes fo alter or augment thefe privilegfis upon application 

- the company, as often and in fuch a manner as (hall be 
found necelfary for promoting thq trade to the Eafi Indies, 


and the intereA of the perfons concerned therein. 

Ths reader will perceive that the -powers contained in 
this efiarter, arc fuch as concern commerce abroad, aad are 'nftrument 
not calculated to ^vc the company Or its directors too much 
Mwer at home, bccaufc it fubje^ them to the College of ^ 
Commerce; which confiAs of the prefident of the treafury 
and four counfejlors, who hear and determine whatever andha^t 
comes before them in a fumma:y way, according to t^e laws emha*aj/td 
, of gjatn . 





of thekiagdomftiidth^jSBMidmajdkiili^f^ There 
vere great expefhtioiis formed of th]$ eomfmv fyt farious' 
reafons. ^aule th^ had the phw^'grmred theili that 
they GOttM realbnably eiii^sfedr ot' ddire.' ’ Becaaifii they 
not limited in their Ga|dtal, hat- allowed «(> iralfe Ihch ftuns* 
and in fuch manner, as they (haU citeem CKmfbihtheir benefit. 
From their being i^rohibilM from interfetiof with the oom- 
merce of other nations, and therel^ nmnii^dmfelves and 
their country into diffi^ties and di^tes. nm dadr har- 
ing the king’s protection fecured \o them In (tich a 'mann^, 
and for fuch purpofes, ks might ferve to aqfwer all good 
ends, without involving the crown of "Swecbn in any con- 
troverlies with the Maritime Powers, or any other of her al* 
Kes. And laftly, becattfe, from the nature of the oonfrita«« 
tlon in Sweden, there feemed to be as high fecurity for the 
properties of fuch as interefred themfrlves in this amir as m 
any other country whatever. It is not the^ore difficult to 
conceive that the capital was quickly fubfcribed, and fuch a 
proportion of it raifed as enaUed the dirediors to ipake the 
neceffary difpofitions for difp^tching two fhips to the Indies, ^ 
in which, however, they'aded with great cautioo and de- 
liberation (D). .. , 

-P SECT. 

< 

s octroy accr‘'de par le Roy de Saple, pour TErection d’utie 
Compagnie des Tiides, dans fes Etacs.rart.xv. Corps Diplomatique 
da Droit de« Gens, tom. ii. FC ii.' p. 305. 


(D) Thu cuftom of Sweden 
has been always to have canfes 
of every kind examined by per- 
fons who muft have a peculiar 
kno^fledge of the matters to 
which they relate. Thus, in 
all difputes about maritime af- 
fairs, tilings are deeded by the 
fea-laws of which are 

commonly known by alt fea- 
faring people. The miners 
have lifwwire courts of their 
own, in which all fuits are tried 
before perfons of (kill and ex- 
Btrieiiee in that kind of bufi- 
asfs, and in the euffoms of the 
miners; and fo in refpeft to 
trade, a friit may be com- 


menced for any thing that is a 
breach of honefty, uio* there 
be no exprefs law againft k, 
and the board of trade lire not 
reftraincd to partie-.'Iar punifh- 
ments, but ma^ decide all 
controverfies in an cquiMhl* 
way (4). But what b the 
greateft advantage in the pr&r" 
ceedings before thefe courts, is 
their not being tied to forms, 
fo that every^ man may be, if 
he pleafes, his own lai^er. Or 
he may employ one if he Ainlu 
fit, at a very finall expenoe 1 
which makes thofe of the pfo- 
fofBon hot poor in Sweden, at 
the fame time that it kliips the 
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ConduS of the Swe^ith Mowmh^ and of ilt Naiion, 
in fupporting this Eftabl^hmenty very candid and 
Mn^ more efpecially in regard to the Maritime 
Powers^ iat^ X tbe^fame time^ very fteadyi ly 
vebicby they carried their Pointy tho* not very accept 
table to tbefcy or to fome other Potentates^ who not^ 
witbfianding defift from that Oppofition^ 

\ 


A S Toon as ihis charter was ^ated. his Swtdijb Majefty Hit Swe: 

directed his minifter at the Hagueto prefent a memo- dlfh 
rial to their High MightineHes the States G^eral, givtt 

that his Majefty had thought Ht to erefl: fuch a company hi ^ 
his dominions, and that at the fame time, they were retrained 
exprefsly by their charter, from interfering with or dUlurb- staJ^/oL 
ing the trade of aay Chriftian nation whatever in thofe parts ; ^ 

and that he cliofe to inform their High Mightineffes thereof, 

^hft fuch as were employed in the Swedijb company's fer- 
vice might not be treated by ady o^ their fubjeAs in the /it 
dies as people belonging to they knew not who, but as add- 
ing •und’er the authority of a prince in alliance and friendfhip 
with their republic, jLfree and independent king, who bad an 
unqueflionable right to^^ke ufe of his power ibr the benefit of 
thofe he governed. ThisWicmorial Was accordingly prefented 
July i8th, 1731, but no ahftveP being returned to it by the 
’Staits, the Swedi/b rainiilcr, by diredtion from his court. 


' Rovssbt, Recueil d'AfteSj 
tom. viii. p. 355< 

people from being impove- 
rilhed by lonf; fuits and large 
coils. It was therefore a great 
ad^ntlge to the new company 
ilOmave all controvcrlies refer- 
red to the college of com- 
merce, becaufe thpy were fpec- 
dily and efFeflually decided ; 
withoift which, as many diffi- 
culties naturally arife at the 
fetiing up any new branch of 
trade, they jnight have been 
exceedingly embarraifed, thro' 
the fdlly or obilinacy of tuch 
at entered into their fervue ; 

. Mod.* Hist. Vol. XI. 


Negociations, Memoires, &c. 


and befiJcs, the knowlcdgf that 
they might be immediately cal- 
led to a ilriCt aocount, was a 
very necefXry and ufeful check 
upon the diredlors thcmfelves, 
and^probably contributed not a 
little to theism aking up clear 
accounts, and declaring divi- 
dends in as lho:ta time aspoU 
iible after their Tales were over ; 
which has given great fatisfac- 
tion to Che proprietors, and 
operated powerfully to the 
roaintcoance a.ud fupport of the 
company. 

R 
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Their an- 
fiver to 
the memo- 
rials pre^ 
Jented upon 
this ecia- 

fiOSl. 


tht m«rj of tbt , b.XlV, 

prefented another memorial on the of Opober ' fol- 
lowing ; in which he fet forth, that thejping, by eflabliihing 
this company, intended to'oonfult tht* w^kre of his own 
fubjcAs, without prejudi(£\}o thole of any other prince or 
ftate whatever ; and that he was particularly careful to avoid 
giving any juft caufe of oftence to them High Mightinelles : 
that, as in the courfe of fo long & voya^, th^’veHys in the 
fervice of the Sivedijb coihpany might be obliged by diftrefs 
of weather, or other aeddents, to take Aielter in the ports or 
roads of fome of the Dutch fetdements in the Ea/l Indies, 
in which cafe he hoped they would receive the fame tef- 
timonies of kindnefs and humanity as they were accuftomed 
toftiew to other Eufofean nations, fuch as the French, Englijb 
and Danes ; that his Majefty had exprefsly direfled, that the 
mafters of thofe (hips, in fuch cafes, Ihould pay in ready money ‘ 
for whatever fuccours they received, and ftiould not prefume 
to enter into any kind of commerce ; and Ihould, upon thefe 
and all other occafions,. whether in the open fea, or in any 
port or road, behave in every refpeft to the ftiips and fub- 
jefts of their High Mightineffes as became them towards The. 
good friends and allies ,of the king their mafter ; and that 
his Majefty perfuaded himfelf that their High Mightiiiefles, 
fiom the fame principles of equity and friendliliip, would di- 
reft their fubje^ls in the Indies to tre^ die Swedes upon the 
fame foot; and that his Majefty had *^rther commanded liim 
to aftfurc them, that as his Majefty *^^1 nothing more at heart 
than to cultivate the good t- .$ondence, and to augment 
the harmony fubfifting between him and their High M’^hti-. 
nclfes, fo, nothing could be more agreeable to hinvlwt^ 
opportunity of fticwing their High Mightineftes, or their fub- 
jedts marks of his ftnccre aftcdlion and good will : and that, 
the premifes coniidercd, he hoped to receive their (i.J©lirable ' 
refoTution thereupon. 

The States General, finding it abfolutely necfeftiu7, as \vell 
in regard t<f their jntereft as with refpcdl: to decency,^ to give 
an anfwcr to thefe memorials, couched it in the folloiiyni». 
terms * The King of Sweden will always find their 
Mighlineftts dif^Sd to the moft ftrift friendftiip with him ; 
but, as his Majefty cannot be ignorant that the company 
eftablilhed in his dominions for carrying on the commerce to 
the Eaji Indies, muft be prejudicial to the inierefts of that 
long fiiK-e eftablilhed under their protedlion, he cannot ex- 


' Mercure Hiftoriqueet Politique, tom. xci p. So. RgussET 
Reciieil Hillcriquc d’Adli, Ne^ouations, &«. tom. vii. p. 357. 
‘ P 559- 



C. i Jr • India Conpat^ ^M^bediu Snreden.' iS59 

peA th^ they fhpuld favour this new company, tho* they 
are at all times v^ling to afford fuccours to his ^wr^Ma- 
jefty’s fubjeflis. Imis dry ao^rer was, in all probability, fuch 
as the court of Sweden exp^ed ; but however, as tiothing 
contsuned in it derogated in the leaft from his Majefty's au- 
thority, o^ froin^ls ri^t of employing this or any other 
method that he tlrought proper tor the benefit of his fub- 
jefts, it did not in the leaft retard the preparations made for 
fending two Ihips direALy for China % on the contrary, it 
raifed the fpirits of thofc concerned, who, expefting no af- 
fiftance, were fatisfied if they m^with nooppofition (E). 

In compliance therefore with theiix barter, the direflors of 
the Swedijb Eaji India company cauied two new ftiips to be 
built, one of which was called the Frederick King of Sweden ; 
and the othei*, in honour of the Queen, the Ulrica^ very ftrong Swedifh 
and compleat, of proper force, and every way fit for the ex- Eaft India 
pedition in which they were to be employed They pro- cempanj. 
ceeded with the like caution and diligence in the choice of 
the perfons who were to be employ'd in all ftatioiis ; as alfo 
'in tlftlr Teamen, and very fortunate they were in both rc- 
fpefls ; fo that, by the tim^ thafe veftels failed from the har- 
boui Gottenburght the fentiments of thofe who 'attended 
to things of this nature were very much changed, and, not-® 
withftanding th5^,lyglh of the voyage, the want of fettle- 
tnents where they^Vight touch for refrefliinent, and other 
vifible difadvantages \3nder which this new company la- 
boured, and which \\^.b**(flought (carce furmountable, it 
Was generally believed they would make the voyage with 
fuc<9els, more cfpeci-dly, as there was not wow the leaft 
apprehenlion of their meeting with any hindrance or ill 

M^ercure Ilinoiique, & Politique, tom. xci. p. 69^, 692 

fFO Tile reader cannot but thoroughljr debated and fo-* 
remark, great dignity and firm- Icmnly appro\<d in the general 
yiefb in the conduit of hU S^wr- dyet or the Hates of the king- 
M.ijcfty throughout; and it dom (5) ; and, very probably, 
may not be amifs to obferve, ^his was the reafon that foreign 
that hi^ Majefty was very fe- powers did not prefent any me- 
curc of being thoronghly fup- morials to the king upon the 
pofted by his fubjeftsi in what- fubjeCi ; bccaufe, being a na> 
ever related to this afi'air, fince tional concern, and h<iving the 
he did not grant his charter for authority of a general dyet, they 
ercding (lie Eaft ImUa com- might well tuncludc it would 
pany till the inattcr had been be to no purpofe. 

(5; i iflArt i* Sa*!ij t «. W. />. 269. 
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ufage from other nations. It imported ind^ very highly the 
directors of the new company, that all tMiics Ihould be well 


directors of the new company, that all things Ihould be well 
confidered in this their Brfb a^mpt, fince, from the temper 
of the Svtedi/b nation, they nfght eafily forefee that any dif- 
appointment would be fatal ; which is the cafe in mod coun- 
tries where they are not ufed to i^ng an/, perilous voyages, 
and where the Hrft defeat of their expe6&tio^.s is commonly 
regarded as a proof that things are imprafbicable, and againlc 
which no arguments, however juft or rcafonable, willprev ail. 
Om of Bu T about the time when one 6r both of thefe (hips were 
feix- expe^ed to return into .Che ports of Sviederif Mr. Hmry 
ed in their Koning received a let{!3*, brought by fome oPthe European 
return ^ (hipping, from Mr. Colin Campbell, who was veiled with a 
^« Chi- public charafterfrom his S’wedijb Majefty to the Emperor 
na, /« the China, and other fovereign princes of the Eaft, and had ' 
^eights of company the charge of fupcrcargo on board the 

/^'Dutch ^t-ederick King rf Sweden, by which letter he acquainted him, 

* that when in their return from China they were about to en- 
ter the ftreights of Sonda, they faw feven ftiips lying at anchor, 
which, as foon as they tfdfcried the Frederick, weighed iind pflt - 
to fea ; upon this the endeavoured to get the wind, 

and to get through the ftreights, but was unluckily pre- 
vented by the fetting of the current, which obliged diem no 
come to an .anchor. Upon this Mr.^^Twr was fent on 
board the commodore j for thefevei|j iLips now came down 
upon them with Dutch colours difpL yed, to know the mean- 
ing of this, and carried with theiutopics of their palTports. I’he 
commodore detained Bremer, the ftiallop, and all that wCrc - 
in it, and c^miiniied to bear down upon the Frederick *, and, * 
upon their coming near, the commodore fired a gun, to oblige 
them to ftrike. The next day in the morning he fent on 
boardqfor the captain, and ordered him to bring \ iS^paif- 
ports and commilfion, whivh he was obliged to qbi-y ; then 
the Dutch Qi\\\^^ a^ council, in which arefolution was taken to 
oblige a part of ihu- Swedijb crew to quit their ftiip, a pro- 
per number of Dutch feamen being fent in their room ; ariU, 
in the afternoon, they toojt out the reft of the ci ew, leaving 
only the captain, Mr. Campbell, and twelve perfons. The 
laft-mentionc'd gentleman upon this drew up a proteft, which 
he lent inclofed in a letter to the commodore, infiftmg^ipon 
the affront offb'cd to his SwediJb Majefty *s flag, the breach 
of the law of nations in his own perfon, being vefted with 
a public chara^er, and the violation of the treaties fubflfling 
between the republic and the crown of Sweden, As this, pro- 
teft was written in the Swedijb language, ' the commodore 
alleged that he could not underftaud it; but thc^ fuper- 

caigocsj 
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ci^goes, i|ho were^refent, explained it to him ; upon which 
he and the reil of tie officers faid, that no part of thefe pro- 
ceedings ought to bl imputedyo them ; having orders to do 
all that they had done fro n the*- fuperiors ; which they fbould 
have been obliged to do, if the Xing of Sweden had been there 7ht Swe- 
ll] perfon. Jl'hat ^eir oiders were to carry the veflel to Ba- dilh 
tavia, where they dia not aoubt the affair would be thoroughly A'; 
examined, and the fliip fuffered to proceed in lier voyage in 
few days ^ (F). thUufage 

Upon the communicanon of this letter to the court, his**-^"*^ 
Swedijb Majefty fent orders to hiKgninifter at the Hague to 
prefent a mcAorial to the States Genital, with the copy of * 
the letter annexed ; which he accordingly did Avgujl the 1 1 tl), 

1733 * ; and in this memorial he exprefled the furprize his 
Majeflyw'as in at the iinju/i and violent proceedings in the 
Indies^ fo contrary to the friendfhip and good intelligence 
which their High Mightinefles had afllired the King they 
would always fhaintain towards his MajeAy and his fubjefls ; 
that this w as increafed from the confequence of the memo- 
X ^Is formerly prefented ; in anlw'er to \yhich, they did not 
pretend difputc his MajcAj^s light, tho’ they declared they 
coiild^ not favour that company ; that therefore his*Majcfty 
Cdiild*‘^()t apprehend that tht-y had any doubt of this being < 
a Svjcdtfb coinpan^ imd properly authorized, tho’ polfibly in 
this, as in their ovvn^\l all other companies, foreigners might 
have fomo concern ; th^t there uas not the fmalltlf pretence 
of his fubjciAs having their powers, or done any 

OAig cpnrr.iry to treaties ; that thcrcrore this proceeding, fo 

* fixtraflcd from the letter. » Rovsset, Rftcueil Hillo- 
liquc d’Aitei', Mcgociations, 6Lc. tom. viii. p. 360. 

cruized in theflreights ofSun^a, 
were direded by the ct^ncil of 
Bataiia to feize any Ihip un- 
dei foreigi^colours, in hopes it 
might pi^ve one of the Ofuttd 
interlopers, who, they very well 
knew, made ufe of the flags of 
feveral princes ; and indeed this 
is the only rational account that 
can be given of this whole tranf- 
a£lion ; more cfpeciaUy, if we 
confldcr the anfwer given by the 
direflors of the Dutib Balt Ta- 
dla company to the States Ge> 

^e^a^ and figniflcd by them to 
the S’lf.eM/h minifter. 

re; Mtreure H>Jlonqut tt Pbhilfue, tm. xcs. f. £91, 9f». 
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repoit having been 
fpread,*^at the Ojrcud com 
^any hada^j plied themfclves to 
his Swfdi/^ Majeily to obtain 
Icavtf for* twoiliips of theirs to 
rfil with Swedijb colours for the 
Ea/t Indus, t!ic King puhlickly 
declared that he would grant no 
fucli perniiflion ; and fent his 
ordeps to the direflors, that they 
iliould not employ as an offi- 
cer in their fervice any who had 
been in that of the O/tend com- 
pany (6) . I^otwithflanding this, 
thelfe is great reafon to believe 
that the fjuadron, which 
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difobliging and which was in efFcA treatioa him anc^his fub- 
je£ls as enemies, could not but ^ very ofMOvc to his Svtedijb 
MajeHy, more cfpecially, conilc&ing the little refpeA (hewn 
to a perfon veiled with Ae chandler of his minifler plenipo- 
tentiary, and whofe perfon ought therefore to have been 
cfteemed facred by the law of natioii. T^iaty^noiwithftand- 
ing the harilincfs of this adlion, his Majefly had fiill fo high 
an idea of their High Mightineflcs, as not barely, to believe . 
they gave no orders for the exceflcs committed on his MajeAy's 
ihip the King of Sweden ; Jpdt was alfo perfuaded that their 
High Mightineifes, in cafe it was not already done, would or- 
der without the leaft delay the faid Swedifif Ship, her cargo 
and equipage, to be rcleaf^ ; and alfo give a juA, full, and 
proportionate fatlsfa^ion for the indignity offered to the 
king and kingdom, by theinfult done to his miniAer pleni- 
potentiary, as well as repair whatever lofs the Swedijb Eaji 
India company had received ; and that his Maje(ly farther com- 
manded him to reprefent and require, that their High Migh- 
tineffes would inAantly fend their orders that thc.,otheB: 
Swedijh Aiip, called the Ulpcot Etcanora, may return from 
the EaJi Indies freely, without impediment or injury from the 
I fubjefts of the republic, his majcAy being firmly refoh;ed tp 
proteft and maintain his fubjc<As in the e^ioyment of the pri- 
vileges granted them by his charter ^ ^VAabliAiing a com-J 
mcrce to the Indies* * 

Jg anfwcr The Stdtes perceiving, by thrX^^uage of this memorial, 
to v.ktch that this was like to become a very ferious alfair, and beipgr 
the Eaft unwilling to be fufpefted of having the IcaA knowledj/e of 
India a tranliiflion, fent immediately to the board of* Eaft ' 

eompanj diredlors to know what it was that had given occafion 

s”a/ d regency at Batavia to aft in this manner ; the di^ftois 

repliecf; that they had fent no order relative to,-M^- fuch 
orders. tranfaftion as that of which the crown of Sweden complained ; 
and, they farther ‘believed the regency at vm was too 
prudent to take any fuch Aep without expreft orders ; bijt 
that, however, their laA letters were of the eighth of Sepien^^ 
ber^ 1732; in which there- being no mention at all of any 
fuch thing, it was irapofiible lor them to give their High 
Mightinelfes any fait her lights ; but they hoped they \vpuld 
defer the conficleration of this aftair till they had advice con- 
reining it from the Indies. The States therefore anfwcred 
the Swedijb tnvoy, that he might aflure the king^his maAer, 
that neither they nor the company had ever given any orders 
of this kind ; and that they were Aill in thc /ame fcntimenis 
of fiienddiip and roidiality towards his Swcdifi and 

his i'libjefts as they had formerly profelTed themftives. The 



C. ) I . £afl; India Cmpany tflahU/bidiH Sweden. 21^^ 

Ihip being difinifleaLfroin Batavia^ returned fooh after, which 
facilitated the fettiiw this matter right ; and thenceforward 
all things of this kina were fonornc, and the fwA/if^fuffered 
to carry on their trade to China as other nations do, without 
any trouble, oppofition^ or interruption 
Their firlV. verges, itho* not attended with fo much Th Swe- 
profit as might have expe^ed, were however tolerably difli ««- 
4 'uccefsful, and the company eftablifhed their faftory on the 
river of Canton in China^ with the confent of the Chinefe, who "***" 
feemed to be very well pleafed thefe new comers, and 
every way difpofed to favour ana promote their trade ; fo china rr- 
that they were very foon upon the lime footing there with^i,/,,;.^, ’ 
Other European nations *. At home indeed they met with emd*with, 
^ fomc difnculties ; for the company being obliged to make ufe voith fuf 
of many foreigners in all capacities for the better carrying cefi- 
on of their trade, and there being no nation in Europe na- 
turally more Jealous than the Swedest this occafioned a great 
clamour, efpecially among the common people, which, how- 
ever, was in fomc meafure mitigated by publifhing an ord^;; 
that two thirds at leaft of th^magners Ihould be, for the fur 
ture, nadves of the kingdom ; and, as the execution of this 
ordet«was apparently attended with difficulties and inconve- 4 
piencies, it conviii^l even the vulgar of their iirlf miAake, 

#uJ that tlic comp>^\r had done no more than what they 
warranted to do tby their charter, and what the cir- 
cuniAances of thpir afHiri > efpeciaUy at the beginning, 
rendered ncctirary. Since that time the Swedlfb company 
havcJjJcn very re;Tular, both in fitting out their foips, and in 
‘ their rer urns ; whic h, being fold to foreigners, have brought in 
great Aims of money to the kingdom ; yet, as a great part of 
thi3*'ii*-^ney has been exported again for the carrying on this 
^trade, :>.>.e\v eo'nplaiut has been created thereby, in^efpeft 
to the filler carried to the Eaft Indies. We need the lefs 
wonkier at this in Sweden^ becaufc, tho’^c traide of the king- 
/J*)m is not large, yet it produces annually a confiderable ba* 
kmce in ready money, as is known experimentally here, fince 
two thirds of the riadc"we carry*on thither is managed with 
icidy money only ; and it is alfo pretty much the fame thing 
witlfother nations who trade thither, the French only ex- 
cepted, who have a balance in their favour * from the Swedes, 
which has gradually grown lefs and lefs, in proportion as 
• 

^•Ilidoire de Suede, tom. iii. p. 279. Roussbt, Recuil 
hiftonque d'Ailfcs, &c. tom. viii. p. 367, 368. * State of 

the Trade in the Eaft Indies, p. 3. • Bilhop RqpiNSQN’s 

Account of Sweden, chap. xiv. 

R 4 



^$4. ni Hiftory 0f Ihe ^ • B. XIV. 

they have taken more naval ftores of late years thii they did 
formerly; and, as their fublldy treatiw bring in confider- 
able fums to Sweden^ or, at Iw, keep the money there that 
would otherwife be employeqjt in difcharging the balance of 
trade ; To that the Strides be ng ufed to fee great fums of 
money brought in by every other vbranm of^coihmerce, and 
nqt fo immediately acquainted witlw^e profits arifing from 
this, are lefs difpofed to confider it as advantageous (G). 

In confequence of thele jealoufies, feme doubt arofe, upon 
the expiration of the tcri^ranted by their charter, whether 
the company would be continued, or the trade let fall, and va- 
rious conjefturcs werc'chrown out in the foreign gazettes. But 
penetrating people ealily faw that there could be but little 
foundation lor any fuch notion,* fince the very application 
of the company, to have their term prolonged, was a plain 
indication, that not only they, but the kingdom was the b^t- 


'Jlre ixen 
received 
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(Jlahlijhed 
in tb 'jau 
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(G) It is obferved bjr Dr.i?<7- 
hinjony who was fucceflively Bi- 
(hop of Briftol and Londony and 
who was for many years tfic 
Britijh refidentat Stockholmy that 
in his time the Snvedes were fo 
poor as not to be able to carry on 
much foreign trade themfelves; 
fo that it was almofi wholly in the 
hands of foreigners redding in, 
thatkingdom; and that by their 
law, the king was intitled to a 
third part a-f any fuch mer- 
chant's cllatc, if he died in his 
dominions ; which, as he judly 
obferves, was prejudicial to 
^weJen\ inafmiich as it hin- 
dered foreigners from marrying 
$nd fettling among them (7). 
But things are inucn*changed 
|ince, and the Snvedi^j orators, 
in their panegyricr upon tb^e 
prefent king, very willingly do 
jufiice to his reign, by compar- 
ing their part with th^ir prefent 
condition, pointing out the low 
and mean condition of their an- 
Cefiors, and aligning the dates 
of thofe improvements that have 
been fince made. It is in thefc 


9 

pieces that we fee the good ef- 
feds of commerce, aivd how 
much it contributes to civilize 
and polilh mankind Jby intro- 
ducing arts and fclences, %.nd by 
excluding thofe groundlfcfs pb- 
i pular preJif^ljces, which are the 
{ cfFefts narrow capacity, and 
; are j^dudive of nothing but 
and pride. The fame 
fnbjcdb are handled with mgirc 
folemnity, as well as with greater 
authority in the reprefentations 
prefented to the tin one at the 
clofc of every diet, in whjA the 
Aates never fail to cons^diment 
the kiim upon the cSll. he has. 
taken of their comnicrce ; and, 
at the fame time, to recamtu- 
late the advantages that liali;i;H 
Bowed from it (8) ; fo that wc 
may be furc the fame fpirit of 
improvement will reign among 
the Sivedci as long as thei^pre- 
fent conBitution (tibfiils ; and it 
is not eafy to conceive they will 
ever meet with temptations 
ftropg enough to iriduce theii\ 
to, make any conBdcrablq aU 
teration. o 


(7) Acttifnt »Jig.vfiden, that. *iv. (?) It fione dt Suede ^ tm. iii. *79. 
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ter for it :)iinGe, ad it was a fa^ notorious, that the goods 
fold la their fales were bought by merchants refiding la 
other countries, tofvhich th^ were a£h^y tranfported, 
and but a very fmall proportiof of them confumed in the do- 
minions of Sweden, a coniidcraLle part of the produce muft 
be clear gains to nation ; ' fince not only the dividends 
paid to the proprictorb^ho re/ide there, remain to the na* 

^on, buf^alfo the large Turns expended in building and equip* 

^ping of {hip*s, the pay oil the Teamen and officers, and the 
duties ; and, befidcs all this, the v^ue of the commodities of 
Sweden, which are Tent to ^ich have been from the 
iii'ft very confidcrablc, and have fieen Ver fince increafing \ 

Thcfe circumftanccs, duly weighed, made it very improbable 
^that there fiiould be any thoughts of abandoning this com- 
merce, and gave no fmall weight to a fufpicion, that 
thoie reports might not atftually come from Sweden, but be 
rather intended^ to reach it, and to infiill into a people, 
enough inclined to receive fudden impreflions, fuch doubts 
aqd feajfs as might prejudice them either againft the com- 
pany or the commerce ; wliiclj, if they had operated, would, 
no doubts have afforded great fitflfaftion to their inventors, 
and 4 &u)uld have been no Icfs acceptable to thofe who have 
all along envied t^em that fnccefs with wliich they have 
{Aanagcd their af^•J^?^5^l^ld have‘acquirtd fo much credit and 
Tti®nour botli with the' .na lives and EufCf>eans who trade in 
China, as appears from the ^counts we have had from 
thence, fubfequent to time in which they firil reforted 
•ihitner ^ 


SECT. III. 

ftemarlss upon the Utility of this T rade to the Svecles, 
tho\ foToirary to the common Opinion, and in refe- 
rence to the Eaft India Tirade in general f as having 
jlhitherto proved the Source of Naval Power and 
Wealth to every Nation^ that has keen able to carry 
it on for any conftderahle Tfhte fuccefsfuUy, 


“DU^T what puts it out of all doubt that the Swedes are //7’/r/rnK 
really gainers by their trade with India, that they thus arc to^ 
very fcnfiblc of this, and therefore very tenacious of the be- be cb/cr- 

• *i'cd tj\ 

* JDiilionaire de Commerce, tom. ii. cob 4^9. * Anfon’s 

Voyage round the World, p. 528, Svo hiduion. 
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nefit, IS the zeal and regularity with wliich tlie3(havc per- 
fi/led in fending their Aiips fmee the tetfm fixed- in the char- 
' ter expired •*. Without havjiig dlreft Communications with 
Sweden, it is impolTible to en* er more deeply into this affair, 

, fince thefnbjei^ is fo very difjigreeabie to fbmeof our neigh- 
bours that they mention it but felBoin ^either* would it be 
prudent to yield an implicit ljelii^*'to whatever they fay 
whenever they do mention it ; for. having fo great' an intQ- 
reft in giving a falfe reprefentatioa# of whatever regards the 
correfpondence of othc^iations in thofe parts, it is a ne- 
ceflary piece of prudence tQ examine very atteivively all their 
relations. Trade is'^the common miftrefs of all maritime 
countries, at leafl; of all where the inhabitants have a juff 
conception of the advantages flowing from their fituation 
and this naturally begets a jealoufy amongft them of the pro- 
grefs made by each other; which is confpicuous enough 
to a curious eye, mofV of the pieces written 'upon this in- 
tereAing topic. But it becomes fuch as undertake to treat 
this Aibjeft hiftorically, to lay aiide prejudices a#id pR- 
pollelfions, and to forget^ as far as they can, even the con- ' 
cerns of their own country, while they are engaged in fuch a 
talk; becaufe the foie objeft they ought to have ift iipw, 
is truth, which it is their biiftnefs the faireft light 

poliible, and leave lo others the car^CT^pplying or drawiij-T 
confcquenccs fiom thofe fails whicl/tbey impartially rclpt.’; 
and this we hope will appertMaUi=^c been our ftiidy through 
the courfe of this dilHcult part of our work, in which we ^avc 
fet forth the merits of the diffeient nations that hav^' been 
rivals to each otlier, in that which from this hilfory plainly 
appears to be the true fpring of extenfive traflick, and that 
more cfpccially from this feition ; with the demon ^\;!fltton of 
which we lhall f.'»u!udc it, and juflify thereby wk:t wo af- 
ferted at the beginning. • 

In the eCurfe qf our hillory we have followed, was 
fitting, a chronological order, and have treated of the difii^y 
verics and conquefts of the fcveral Eur^ftan nations, ac- 
^ cording to the times in which they were maiie. But the at- 
tentive reader muft have long ago perceived, that from the 
nature of things, and the gradual progrefs of arts, this Ixas 
f been at the fame lime a kind of geographical order. When 
we firft took up tlic fubjefl, the trade of the Indiej was in 
the hands of the b'enetians and the /taHan Aates, from 

It appears from the Advices from Sweden, that the copi- 
pany h^vve % new term. 
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their vicini^ to Egfft, which was then the centre of that 
commerce; from th^ it removed to the Portugutfe, by 
their finding a dlrefiDallage by^fea round , the Cape of Cood 
Hope ; and next* from a $int 4f. emulation, the Spaniards 
came^to have a (hare in it, by Ihe difcovery of a new pat- 
fage through the {li(£ightS|Of ^tageUan. The Englijb and 
Dutchf jprovoked*by {ti\Spmiards, and ambitious alfo of 
gapil(^|lk;«'^^of the rich ^ealWes brought from thefc dif- 
»8nt parts ofthe world, ftnt their fquadrons thither like- 
wife : and, the Danes in th«r turn,\vifited thofe diftant feas % 
laft of all, the ^wcdes. Laft, in pcmif of time ; and laft in 
the order of their fituation in the ren?bteft part of Europe, 
and making almoft the circle of the globe to come at 
Qjina (H). 

We might fafely conclude from hence, if we had no other Correhera- 
or more dircft argument, that this trade muft have been ex- tive proofs 
tremely iidv:;iitagj:ous to every nation polfefTed of it, fince ofthegreat 
emnlation is produced only by fuccefs ; no people having importance 
bc^ yet, found fo ftupid as to envy others misfortunes, or end ad- 

dejire a fhare in what did th^r neighbours no good. On ventage of 
the contraiiy, v/hcrc, by miftaking^ieafures, want of oeco- 


(fl) The reader will enter 
inA') the force of 
ifere clearly, if he cdf/iders 
h(^much the ditlance ana the 
difficulty are incrcafed by tUI; 
retrogradation in the correfpon- 
7dencc. ^ The Portugueze were, 
of all the nations in Europe ^ the 
nearell to the Imiirsi and the 
count™ ■< which they firJt vlfitcd 
wcie the’ coarts of Mala»'ar, 
fi+iith weft* ajib the ncarcil to 
them, 'hut with refpeil to 
S^Mtdc»i it* is every w'ay the 
'" '^reverfe. 'J 'hat country is 
not only the moft dirtant of 
any in Europe from which fuch 
a corielpondcnce has been car- 
ried o», but the Sivedes pro- 
ceed likewifc to the very rc- 
niotcll part of the Indies ; fo 
that the diiproportion of the 
navigation is'manifeft. JJut it 
will appear ftill more vifibly, if 
we confider the portion of thefe 
countries upon the globe ; for 


we (liall then perceive, that 
when a S<wedif> Eaf India fhip 
doubles the Cape cfGood Hope, 
Ihtf is actually at double the dif- 
-»4ciTce, or more, from Stocklolm, 
than when flie arrives at Can- 
ton. We may render this yet 
more familiar by remembering, 
that the dominions of Snvrdea 
border on thofe of and 

the oppoiite froiider of 
upon the teiTitt-ries of China ; 
fo that, if C’it\/on were under the 
fame para\iEl of latitude with 
Stockhbltn, the dirtance between 
them would not be more than 
twmhoufand Uxbunditd miles ; 
where.as the compafs they take- 
in failing makes it elcvan thou- 
fand ; and in all this prodigious 
pafTage they have no port of 
their own, where tliey may ex- 
pert rcfitffiments or fuccours, 
or w here they may pafs the win- 
ter, or relit, if they have any oc- 
cafion. . , 


J 
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nomy, or unrorefecn accidents^ one nation has tl^nght proi 
per to relinquini fome certain branch of|raffick, another very 
rarely has taken it up, or at iaft not tijf fuch a fpace of time 
had elapfed, as almoft buried the knowledge of fuch an 
event in oblivion. But, inlthe prefent cafe, the new ad- 
venturers in this trade have 'certainly J^cn excited by vei-y 
juft motives ; for they have the M^alth and power 

of fuch maritime ftates as embraced it, rofe an^*^'u ‘w^^he 
very fame proportion as they wery more or lefs* able to pre- 
ferve it. The Venetians deprived of it gradually, and 
In confeqnence of thig^heir riches were eajiaufted by dci 
grees, and by degrees their naval force declined. The Por* 
tugueze made a very rapid progrefs in their conquefts; not- 
withftanding which, their weal^ and power kept the fame^ 
pace ; and being more flowly worked out of thofe conquefts, 
both have decayed in like manner; fo that, from being mafters 
ot the fcJis in which their fleets appeared, thgy‘are nov/fcarce 
able to defend the fmall remains of their vaftpoiTcfiions, and are 
even infulted upon thdr own coafts by the corfairs of ^arbary^. 
The Spaniards have mad^ very little ufe, as wc have Ihewn * 
in its proper place, of their iettlements in the Enji^ and have 
therefore drawn but little advantage from them. TIv Sng- 
iijb and Dutch had fcarce any naval when they entered 
upon this trade ; and yet in half a c^uiy they diffiutecl 
dominion of the fea with prodigious fleets, and with an 
ftinacy unknown fince and Carthaginians ^0*11- 

tefted in like manner for nawil empire. I'hc French have 
often attcrypted, and that with no inconfidcrablc forccj tl) fix - 
themfel ves in the Eaji^ and at length with fome fuccefs ; and the " 
confcqucnces appear, and will appear, if the ftatc continues 
its attention ; which, from the natui c of their govcrnpicnt, is , 
nccclfary to fuppoit that and almoft every other ^nch of 
their commerce. The company at OJiend alajiinca all tltc'- 
powers intdVfted^i the India trade ; and, if it had not been 
ver y beneficial, the proprietors would not liave fttugg*led fo I\^rd 
againft .a fnpprrflion that was at lall brought about by force, 
'rhe DancK ncglet^cd theip icltlenient at Tranfiuebar, becaufe 
they wanted the funds ncccflary to fupport it ; an accident 
recommended th.m to the protection of rheir govenynent ; 
and their concerns have bten in a flourifliing condition ever 
fincc. The Su'cdcs, under all imaginable difadvantages, had 
ilie courage to venture upon tliis trade ; and have fhewii the 
wiulom of their condufl, by the regularity with which they 
have maintained it for twenty )cais togethv* and are rike to 
maintain it ; perhaps to extend it, when they feel the effefts of 
tbofe improvements in rheU* own country, which the Sweets of 

commc?ct 
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ommerce kave givea them the fpirit to undertake, and will 
upply them with the means to accomplifh. 

For amongft the kther benefits refuldog from this and Severai 
other trades, in whicH long voyages are neceflary, none of hentjicud 
the leafi confiderable is the Jpening and enlarging mens ^on/epten- 
minds, quickening their invehtjbns, and putting them upon 
the exercife of aats irf'th^islfown countries, unknown to thcm'^-S'^^ ** 
bcfo^s^htls the filk trai^T.«k\long ago brought out of the^ . 
^RlJ^before uny dircft refiagc was found thither by 
whi^ has proved of fuclr infinity advantage to the iiiliabi- 
tants of the feveral countries whetb, it is cultivated. In 
manner fugar-canes were tranfplanteiV^to Sicily ^ Spcun, and 
other regions ; from whence they were carried into the Weft 
Ifidies, where, by the fuperior excellence of the climate, ferti- 
Vty of the foil, and cheapnefs of labour, they are now be- 
come one of the fiaple commodities of America. All the 
porcelape mannfaftories in Englaitd, Holland^ France, Cer~ 
many, and elfewhere, have been erefted to vie with the fine 
earthen-ware of China (I). Painted linens have been pft^- 
• duced fiom the chintfees of the Indies •, and fiom Japan we* 
iiind^borr^wcd the art of mafing^acquered ware. Sweden 
has made fomc progrefs in the iinpro\'ement of her 

old’uiaiuifaflures, and in acquiring new. Her fliippmg dai- 
ly^ increafes, and the defire of finding new ti-ades, 

-Sivwhich her velFels mSy be employed. To facilitate this, 
iW Swedes have projefted a communication with the Ocean, 
.\vhicn,,.whcn perfefted, will iiiigular benefit to their 

■,n'i vitiation ; and tho’ this work was not without difficulty, 

•' as wtilr as \cry cxpeiifive, yet the ftibfciiptious forfariying it 
^ on have exceeded even their ow'n expciSlations. Whence qan 




* (I) It has keen before ob- 

>^j;vcd, th..:C the flatcs ofS^wC’ 
deu never failed to complixnenc 
the kipg upon what is done 
by Ins orders forMmproving the 
trade or nianufadures ; and 
this, notwiihftanding they had 
themfelves pointed out, and 
recommended, thofe very im- 
provements. Amongft thofe 
proposed by the States fomc 
years ago, one was the find- 
ing out a proper earth for 


making porcelain, in which one 
of the mofl eminent profeiTors 
in their univerlicies (9} was 
employed a A’hole fum- 
mcr; and t.ho’ he was not fo 
lucky as to fuccced in that, 
yet 4 he made and recorded 
many other afeful and im- 
nrtant difcoverics in a work of 
is ; which fully demon Urates 
what is advanced in this pa- 
ragraph. 


fa} tintc, anif Diftrifitisn tf, tht IJiiiJs o^Oeljnd G-itblani, ptr. 

ftrmti in 174I, by Order rf the Sfaus of Svfu*", l-y Cbarlti / Pnfjftr 

uf ybjft, in tbt l/vni'i b j 
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' this public fpirit, this alacrity to labour, thi^^^s in 
advancing money arife. but from the nanon s »ing fimfihle 
of the advantages flowing from comn^ce, and their willing- 
iiefs to contribute to whatever maj/ extend it ? All this 
they owe to that fevere «cck given to the ambition of 
Charles the twelfth, morclefpeciaUy in the latter part of 
his reign, when a numberlVs itfccljitics convinced 

them of the ncceflity of reobfii^o the arts to re- 

lieve them from the miferies broftht upon theS^^by frffi*:;^^ 
and fatal wars. By pu-fuing this leffoii fteadily, they have . 
in a great meafure ertricated themfclves from a grievous ' 
and galling load of^vils ; have given a face to their 
country, of which both ftrangers and thciiifelves judged it in- 
capable ; and, with refpeft to their domcftic afFaiis, arc in a 
much happier condition than ever they were ; in which lltis 
is not the leaft ingredient, that they know this happinefs^ 
may be greatly augmented, and that they h^ve the me' us in 
their own hands, frugality and indiiflry ; more prodnitivc of 
;&lid riches, than the mines of Me^LoAnd Peru, or the armies 
and fortune of Alexander, * y*'' 

Frcm the THERE arc fome pouts bf great importanc: to aii: 
ejlahi'-jh- time ftates, and more crpecially fuch as are cmbiltkcd an the 
menKftbe commerce of the Eaft, which may be learned from -Wfe very . 
Swedifh diftinft and authentic hiftory of thcjrfie and progrefs of the.' 
eompany, Swedijb company. In the firfr place? it will teach them 
it it evi~ jQQ fecure, or to amiife themfclves with an opinio^p^.hat 

Jent no Wealth, great cxpdffcilce, and long poireflion,, 'amount 

ZToL/Pe to a title not to be coivefted. Some of them Tec:, aU^ 
/bis trade may fee, .this is no better than a dream. Caution anil, ourage . 
’ carried thither the lirll Europeans ; and the lame ipialitiesi 
will always carry any Europeans, and bring them back too, 
with much fuctefs. It will thcrcfoic be privleiit not to bfc 
too'tenacious of their eKclufive powers. The Eajklndia 
is very lucrativ'’ to any company, but ftill, properly managed, . 
more advaiitagAr.s to the nation where that commerce fiih-; 
fills. They flmulJ therefore ever remember they bnt 
trufices, and h.ible to be called to accoii.it, if, through their ' 
impruJence, in « mending the pagan piince.-, abioad, or pinch-, 
ing their own fervanta" too Icvercly at home, the trade be 

eitiier injured or ’oft. ^ 

It is fippa- Anotiieu ciicumftance of no lefs confequeme, is dernon- 
rent alfi, ffrated fiom the conduft of this company, tliat the Ea/i India, 
Jrombeiue, c/jina tiaJe, may be carried orvAvithoiit cither 

that this icttlcinents ; which, eonfidering th.c ni^iny and 

^mlyb 'air- phuu.blc rcalofts urged agaiot^ it, noilfmg bui cxpeiicnce 
ried on * • 





&ir. 

coold hm Ihewn^ It is true, the commerce,’ thus carried even 

in fome refpefts, more inconvenient; but then ouf/iSgwr 
thefe very inconveiliencies produce an affiduity and circum-/«»'^^ or 
Ipe^ion, which r\ attended with many beneficial confe- oolonies^ 
quences ; arid, befides, hinw either difhoncfty or haug(hti- 
nefs towards the natives, froil which much greater mifchiefs 
arife. Ad^o yaking great diligence and ftriA 

oec'iiwg^difpcnfably^CTeni^ in the management of their 
SiRants, iKures to the company Regular and conflant, though 
lefs plentiful returns. 

Lastly, The fuccefs (indeed tlje very fubfiflence) of thi&Oti^er 
company prt^es, that thofe of otheiNnations have no title x.o companies, 
rejeft, under the fpecious pretence that they are exceedingly confiierin^ 
difficult, or utterly imprafticabic, any projefts that may be 
formed for the extcnlion of this trade by the governments 
of thofe countries, refpeftively, to which thefe companies ' 

For nothing of this kind can be poffibly enjoined extend 
thena^ually hard to what the Swedes have perfosmed. their com- 
Other ijhtions, therefore, who have it immediately in ti^r wwa-. 
flbwa^ ought to indemnify thcmlelvcs for the lofles, Or ratliS 
£ji.f ilUiJrf of their ufual gains, by the fetting up of thefe new % 
tc^jpftJJIrom the opening of unattempted branches of trade, the V 
p^fs of which, at l^ff for a time, they may keep to them* 
felves ; and ii of jKfsThe podibility, or even the probability, 
called in qucAlon, what has l^en already faid as to the 
and Dutch difeoveries, will clfar the doubt ; or, if 
lj[i;juples fhuuld remain, iriflpll folirtion of them, bc- 
iilcj'powcr ol coiitradifUon,fwill be given in the next 

iLjar ^ 



great fault of companies in general is, that they be- This fetm 
cpmgiii»(*.cold and phlegmatic in their management, to be a duty 

colour yf ^’ing methodical, and niaint^iniu^^ ftrift occo- incumbeni 
nomy. ' Inordei to guard againlt this, there ought to thefe 
a clalife, whenever their charters coin^ to«»bc renewed, 
thiyt, within .the new term given them; they fliall fix anti 
tiiablilh fuch a new tiadc, or make fuch or fuch a difcovciy.yy>^^^7.„^ 
Kv tills means, -ihc nation wonltf gain, as well as the pro- l^ojetn- 
piictors, by the (•(mtinuaiKc ot a company; an enterprizing /-r 
fpirit, which othervvife eveiy company is but too apt to dil- v 'ichihy 
couri^Tc, will be kept alive, and new outlets, fiom lime to^*' 
time, be toiiiid lor tvinumidlties and manuKi.^ture.i. 'I'liibA 
Would likeiftife iiiiirle rhe Si vi'k to look a little ii-ro the 
managerneltt of this trade, nn.l j*ive them an oppo; tunity of 
coil -i.tiMo millikes Cirl\, .m I pieiLiiting thofe eiilr 

thev called noou. \\l :\ei oi hvAVe'.vr t! 
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pefied, to i«dre(s, at the oatton's expeace. This would 
remove that vdl of myftery and obfcurity, which ^er occa- 
iioDs fufpicion, and fupport that ardour And adtivity, which 
is the foul of the Eaji India commerce. / 

Si$ Pruf- After, all that has been md, we need not wonder that 

fian Afa- a new power is putting in fa^' a ihare of this commerce ; 

je/fy being and that, after long deliberation i^nd means of 

tag con- acquiring trade, and railing J^^TiilifiUiie force, 

of Majelly has judged that expj^dient, which hithcrtCJnas nefet 
tbis^ has failed others, the moft cop /enient 'for him to employ ; and 

for that purpofe has a-Sfually granted a charter for the 

tano at ' cftabliflimcnt of an ELji India company at EtMden in Eaft 
£inbden. A port of which, to fay no more at prefent, the 

Dutch have been always jealous, who are never fo without 
a reafon ; a port once celcl^ated by the removal thither of the* 
Englijb ftaple from Antiuerp ; and a port which only wanted 
fuch a mafter as it now has, to render its impfirtance mote 
co^l^lcuous than it once was. But, whatei^ei^i'^pAlate of 
ihi j new company may be, the very ereftion of it is ufHcient 
fjQ the end for which we have ^mentioned it, as it al.Vda e 
ff conclufive argument in fupport^ of the point wcv’iavc''‘\'^,j:r* 
If labouring to prove ; fo that the intelligent reader caii iiw^nn- 
der no doubt, that a commerce, ever p“odii<fUve of wcaKS^and 
power to thofc who have been poireinp?^bi:\it and ufeditpi'o^i 
perly ; a commerce, the lofs of which has been always 
ous ; and a commerce which all the pretenders to naval 
nion have coiiftiviily ftrug'^S for in all ages ; is higtih.p va- 
luable in itfclf, and iucftitf'aWc iu its confcquenccs.'.. * ■ 
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CHAP. xn. 

Terra Auilralis O r, y/ Hijimy of the Souther^ 
Tionwjent, 


S ^TT^. I. 

I T has been a long difputcd por.it, whether Science Hands Jnmdut* 
more ind«;l>ted to fpeciilation or lo^praftice founded upon tioH to t&e 
accident ; whether the greateft difcoveries have been made by hifto^ of 
men of deep thought, or by pei-fons of long experience ? It Terr* 
^ould, however, feem to be a controverfy ea/ily decided by Auftralis. 
jiiHIy Hating the propofition; fince it is certain that the moft 
difcoveries have been the refult of a juft mixture of 
botm'^^ej^ if was that the Hrft idea of the poinbilfty of 
failinaSlimd the world had i its origin. The ingeniou&tfe- 
^lumbitSf firft laid down his fyftem of the world frSa 
Hceoj^n ; adding to it <he proofs he had drawn fronw. 
noth he, MagrUan^ Le Mairc^ &c. were men \ 
^or* ^y ms, erudition f^^hofe days, and experience ; with- ^ 
union of whj'^J^we fiiould, perhaps, re\er have owed 
diko\tTV oi .^mnea to the hrft, ot the ftreights called 
ir^is name to the f€<ond, nor the moft commodious paftiige 
rAitJ\r//’4' H,rn to the third. i p 1 1 of this na* 
lunJnpoj^A men only ought to A einplojcd, who, to the 
coi^ytcjiwwtitics of rcamen, liivjpJded a genera^ capacity, a 
^ tinc‘l3«Cf fcicncc, witli a (olid ^fd enlarged judgment. '1 he 
’ thclt^has been the eaufe why manUnd ha\e To long 
{ mon ftrous abfu rdities fuh- 
.niittiTcd iJAe loom oF tuic and utiiiWllllUl U^Vov^fgc*;, in 
li.rtc hccii fo inlipid, fo tedious, f^jjil^n d incondft- 
cftlTthai .i.rc.ider may ti>il through toUo!i^*!min’-(!m.iiii ip.r.o- 
mc'Tnbft dlcntiiil .irtitles; points c-r the greateft im- 
’ porttiiK c both taj jiiuklf and hii coiirin \ . 'flii': Ir.*? i.i't only 
been ;u»> td l tTru^ion to tiuc kieftcc, bat j!*.o to tlu lom- 
mcTce, wealth, and power of r.ation-v, li;i..e, up )!i true le- 
latioiwol lormer attempt':, depends, the {uccel-. ol luinie cu- 
te rpri/cs. 

To :i n.inow fylKm jf poliiicj wc ma\ llkuuile, in fontc 
meariire, ■ftWiiimie the m:iH) ahfuid and liditrloii'- avCoiB-its i' ''v /a/w- 
publjOsed of diflesciit pai t : of the globe, and more pai tieu- 
inb^ of the Souriiern Cor. '.incut, a; a mote perfect know lege 
might probal)!/ inieiFere with tlw iiilercftol ccitaiin.'oipoi-a-^^!'‘^j^|^^ 
fions, fV Miilividu.d';, wlio beu' a eoi:!Klera'blc iiillucncc. 'I'*"* 


Moi'.llin'. Voi.. Xi. 


'.VlxUt 
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hitherto what bat fuch fclfifti views can \vc afcribe the concfiift of the 
appeared, Dutch^ who would fcem no lefs diligent in fuppremng, than 
others would be in publifhing, every Mcoiint of this great 
traft of country, which could induce jreoplc to open a com- 
munication with, or fettle coljniri -iii it ? Can we help be- 
lieving, that the reafon why tlfc Journals of Pelfart, and other 
unfuccefsful voyagers, were pe^s^ was any 

other than to deter men by tbAtardmips they undjjev^t^t^e 
flightful defetipiions of th^country, and monilrous pifturcs'^ 
they drew of the inhabitant^ of iVJjw Guinea and New Holland, 
from approaching fo inhospitable a fhore ? Certain it is, that 
nothing could be more prejudicial to the interdl of all the 
India companies in Europe, tho* perhaps nothing would more 
conduce to the incrcafc of induftry and commerce, than the 
fuccefs of that defign fet on foot by the Dutch IVcJl India 


7he jea~ 
loufy cf the 
Dutch 
Ball India 
eempany,.*' 
leji a i od 
7ercri(^t>h 
he ^'erra 
AuHralis 


company in 1721, of opening a traffick with different par* 
of the Southern Continent. That the £<7/? Z/;'*' - 


in for rcfrefhments {\), ^Ixpcriencc proves hov\^Vjly'^ 
gcous to trade, maniif.idurcs, anc^ the naval fticngth^'^’ 
nation, all new difeoveries aie; Jiow heighten 
of indufliy, and enlarge the fplicre and niartrfol trade ; yet li^ 


(A1 The judicious r- “ nutmegs, cloves, clnn'^i^’ 

of the fatiioui de iVipc “ and other things.^ 

niciits attcniion. lli:* words “ raife the price 0 '\ '' 
thefe : “ When the E.ijl InJu “ as to gain as much, i.\y 
“ company had attained to x “ tons as they w^'uld i ) 

“ certain extent of wealth and we are not to 
“ power, their intcreit became “ will impoit thojf '\i. , 

** oppohtc iTr Ultll. V* r *-heir “ or put themfelvCs iTj the e\'- 
country, t’o* whereas the “ pence of tranfporling '<ao* 
“ advantage a.' ,'..\:'^utch con- “ tons of fpicc, thouch the 1 ;r 
“ fids in the increafe of their mer would affiii Our ma'ij i- 


“ manufai lures, conimrrcc,and *' f.idurcs, and the latter in- 
“ frci»,ht of ihips, tluu of the creafe our ndvi^-’'^'on.’‘ 'I’hi^ 
“ company inclines them to judicious reileftion wc lee veii- 
“ promote the f:ile of foreign lied not only in the condufl of 
manufatliircs with the Icall the Dutch, hut nearer home ; 
“ tr.iffick and ua.'igation in where, to the eternal infamy of 
then power. Hence it is a thofc in whole hands it is, the 
fettled point, that if the com- fpintof trade is ratlv,* confined 
** paiiy gains more by iin{^oic- than pulh»d to its iitmoft extern, 
“ ing 'jupnv cloths, Indian as is evident in. two mouop'olics 
“ quilts, (dc. tlian raw filk ; or in the kingdom. 

if, by creating a Icarcity of » 


flus 
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this probably valuable country been almoft totally neglc^cd,/W</^c 
and no attempts have been made by any nation in Europe to fet* opened^ 
tie a colony in it. If may judge from the climate, as well as 

iiar ia crs as have touched upon the 
Gumea, no part of the world 
chandize, or at lead is more 
travellers even deferibe 
[cs, plcafant and wholfome 


from the relations of lui 
coafts of Neiv Holland an< 
more aboun^ i| __ 
capV- ^ ^OjSroducing the 
‘.cin asabotinding with 


'ich va 


‘water-brooks, gold, filvcr, mace J nutmegs, ginger, and fu- 
gai -cniies of an extraordinary fize, vjth fowls, filh, and every 
thing conducive to the happinefs arfJ luxury of life (B). 
However, as no complete account of the Southern Continent Tl>e man* 
has yet appeared, w'c fliall lay before the reader a view of the 
^purticulars in each voyage which bell deferve his attention, the 





^^,.^j«^onducive to the fuccefs of future attempts towar^.^ Auftralis^ 
^^JJ^^ijSoveries. ^ 

'^tliJfC)uthern part of "the ^lohe has been little fre- ^ ^ 
'vould ha^the appearance of nothing more ' 
/^i^prodigious traft.^Jf^cean, unlcfs capes and coa 
. |i cllfcoveitd ; a. Ct/'liii fign of a continent. In 

-'Jgos hitlitr, whec. the courfe tv * * 

Hn!erk\u fof a run of 4 
‘ . ift/hboiuing fhore W'erc fibsen 

■oijtTt ' being divided 1 

the tircum:ia\l^J^n of the globB has been 
fptir" Jlel to the eqiiawji^lwuys leaving the Southern 
that fide, lienee it ir., that no irrefragable 
V't .'p[V.M}cd, whether /hnrr^rn Gftifor- 

jjc j^iiTC^l to . Viatic liuJJiiJ. Bu 


: to . JJ’.atic liujjui. liurmat .1 ni(^ 

‘^uitei, and the molt complete "^r ' farther 


iHiii^l viev/ 


iciiyr..^'-inay be laid before the leader, \vc lhall give 
ii^biidgmeiu of the chief V05 ages to the foulh, and 


I 

impiJ 

lien no th.e fiich refleff^ons as naturally life from 

ihe tai"l^ wTrli^iiur wndlhijoi luituiiiig any thing into apioot 
of a la\oiuiie livpotlidis (C). 

• Bnsinis 


(11) So little is this country 
known, th.iNoiuc w liter-. i.iUe 
it for ^artof tlu- (.oiitsnent of 
Amnha ; oilui'i •!»m a 
duller of liiiuuJ'-, .ind ore ur 
two>Q^herti foj a Jitth d:\iiiijnol 
the terrat^ui-firis J]l'.be. ih,'n 


pofuivcly r.ffirins, that in 
no pair does it communicate 
with A-ii’, J/'ticet, or A tjicricei. 
Oe.i VMfons for calling it a 
ciiiuirent will :ippcar u:«the fc- 
qirJ. 

vC- V*> give that part the 
S 2 name 
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Besides the voyages to the Streights of Magellan, the 
firft perfons who are laid to have penetrated to Gtiiney 
2.vi&New HollandfV/tTt Binot Paulmier de^Gonneville,VL French- 
man, and Alvaar de Saavedra, a SpanUrd, All the bcfl hi- 
Aorians agree, that to the latte the difeovery of AWw 

New Guiney, A. 1528; though tli /rn/cA labour hard to prove 
Guinea merit of this difeovery duetto I* ; yet 

g fabulous is the account fai-V *8*0^ drawn from tJ^'JSlpew^pf 

' 7 7 “ • Gonneville, fo romantic th^ air or the narrative, as well as 
imperfeft in dates, latitudcf, and the longitude of the places 
he deferibes, that we cannot help looking upon the whole as 
a fiftion a. Admitting'it to be true, it can prove* of little ufc 
towards fill ther clifcovcrics, the true end of all fuch Journals. 
Saavedra g2.vc it the name of New Guinea, bccaufe he fuppofed 
it to be diametrically oppofite to Guiney on the coaft of Africa, 
as well as from the refcmblancc between the inhabitants of thr^ 
twocounti its both in complexion, features, anc^tl^ jf'ool^of 
0 th ckli it Terra de Papa, alleging, that P^/Sdent 

Hlft. des Navigat. aux 7’crres Auft. T. i. pi,!^”*. \f 


X 


name of the Southern continent, 
which lies beyond the three 
fouthern points of the known 
world} that is, bc}ond theO//)t' 
ef Good Hope, Moluccas and 
Ctl.bis, and the 
Magellan ; a lpii.e contain “ig 
about 8 or IQ millions of fqut* e. 
kagues, which is more than t( 
divifion of the globe. Nor is 
it poiTible to fuppofe fuch a x^all 
traft ofi, fea...\Y’'^ll.O' ’’ a conti- 
nent, and thaivitn cxtenlivw Ji.c 
of folid earthi Ajta, to 

piefcrvc thencccilar/ counter- 
poife and equilibrium of the 
globe in its rotation. Let any 
one confidcr the two henn- 
fphercs of the globe cut by the 
equator, and not b/ the meri- 
dian, he will be amazed to find 
fo great an expanfe of land in 
the one, and lb little in the 
other. From fuch an examina- 
tion of the whole it will appear, 
that there is a continent only 


of to degrees cut by 'thg 
Innii'y **cean in the on^ j,., 
while other a body ^ 

water remains of 240 degre- 
feparated only by fome 
dJl.’nds. Hence wcinL'^®'* 
elude, that the wc' '' 

. Arctic hcmifphfiw" 
more than proportiona* 
Antartiic, unlcf: thei 
tradl of continent ’'’.j?'; 'J ^ 
known in the latte ,ti'eV»*lr«..j,T 
confcquencc of fu/'h u iC- 
quality would be, every me 
the Icall converl‘''i-"!»‘with o ’O- 
graphical pujblcms is ^'i-ll ab- 
quainted wbJ:. . Suflicidnt it is 
lor ^itirpofe, tfl“i.''«j*’.’yfical 
reafons, as well as the juoofs 
drawn from c.\puricncc, ’H'lire 
us, that a large trafl of liithcr- 
to unknown countiy mult ne- 
ceflarily lie foutli of ^hc equa- 
tor ; and this we call the South- 
ern Continent [a]. 


ftf'i V'Jf St'fAi v§', if. p, iz;, Ctlbfl it T, i. Juh F.’.! 

black 
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black in Ac language of the country **. As in other refpefts 
the Journbl of Saavedra is greatly deficient, we fhall pafs it 
over, to recite thofc of fubfcqueiit navigators, who are more 
minute and exadf ii their narratives. Among the iirft is that Voyage of 
of Don Pedro Fernam ^^de ^ uiros, a Portuguefe by nation, Fernan- 
who, in the year i6o6^Wfnt| to Lima in the fqiiadron of . 
Alvaro dc he ferved as pilot; fiom ^|^°* '** 

wh'* proaiblc, ll? 5 p"’^wde a voyage into \\\g Pacific 

y^Van beru-.j that time Uporf^his occafion, he difeovered Ocean, 
the ifland called after his name,! lying in 20“ lat. and 240® 1606. 

longitude. Running after this 20^* and 10' parallel, he dif- 
eovered a artuber ol other nnknowu’ iflands. Sckoiiten and 
Jioggcvjutil'iciwjiYih ftecred the fame courl'e with dc ^liros ; 
and bis account is confirmed by the mofl: expci ienced and 
‘viuthful fcamen, altho’ it had been for a great number of years 
looked upon as I'df ion at the conn of AJadrid. Plnlil^ III. of 



beft appear ncjm the contents of his memorial delivered 



feJ’Hl, rhAj third, rind this nc\ftound coinifry the 

lourth^vilion. As to its extent, his own experience led 
him no farjytlpi-^d;he i 5th degree fbuth latitude; yet, from 
what 1S2ryc/'/-t'j- and I^tFftdrruo obfeivcd, he conjcAiires it may 
be about (;o» in bieadtli. The people about i S, L. he 
deftrtt)eb of Viuious lomplcxionr, fume white, fomc black, 
and others of a tawn} colour. He is pofiti\c that the coun- 
tries in this pail are populous and wrell cultivated, the natives 
of a tamc^caceriblc difpofition, and extremely induftiious, 

Hilloire Mo*dtrnc, T. vi. p. 100, • Purchas, T. iv. 

yil Hill, des Navigat. p. 104. T.i. * 


s 3 


fti 



which Jie furroundal, find^ig it 
fcicnce. The h.iven lies in i c“ i 
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"Adefertp- as far as their knowlege extends. He deferibes particularly 
tionfrom in his Journal (now loft), to which the petition i^efers, the 
Quiros of plants, trees, beafts, birds, and fifhes, with the whole na- 
rural hiftory of it, affirming that it affiyds all the conveni- 
Auftrahs (.ncies of life in the iitmoft plenty, togriher with gold, filver, 
lernCoati- and fugar-canes. He (jiwftvlbes the bays of 5 /. Tamer 

and St. Philipp which are lari an^f^^cy^^m^dious, and their 
fine harbour, capable of contaSjyi^J^iooo Li 

Vera CruZt in the ncighboi;.'tiooH s»f feven iflan^, ; one 

about 50 leagues in circiim- 
5* 40^ S. L. ^tiros expatiates 
on the advantages that^,*night arife from a fett-’rment there, 
and inlifts particularly on its being the propcrcli'^-neans for 
uniting the large dominions of Spain in the Eajl in- 

dies, as lying between both, and affording an eafy oppor- 
tunily of cairying on a fale and beneficial trade with ei- 
ther. This he offered to demonftrate to fneh commiflu^i'’ ^ 
as fliould Ije apiioin*-evl by his majefty to cx:vnr ^^1^' 
pr9;,’iTea'rhey competent judges, and fufficier?vjejjj 
i^^ gc'igiapiiy. fiut whether thtic cocimifiioners w^*, 
-ppointed, and the propoljils c 5 ^uros ^ 

y 110 pi oof. ‘ - . ’ 

As a proof that a commcicc is ^/‘^jed on among thcjpn-^- 
bitariis of diffeieiit countries of rh. ^w%'/^?thern Continent, . ’i 
deferibes them not only of diffcreiJt complexions, but 
that fomc wore long black and flrait hair ; others ffir 
thick, and ciifped^y'-w ..I'C'ir beads. Thc‘y 

„ ignorant in mec.J*.anics, and* )g r/ithout fortification- ^ I ■ 
bout kings, laws, or gc c. ynent, inakincr’tr ^ 
^‘"^pheity and innocence ( A) Notwith landing wMJ . V 
trnclnii manner of living occaJions frequeih quai 


Quiros ti 

opiiHoh' 
that a 

COMfKt') t’f 

is catried 
on ai.torjr 


Ncnt, 


ruptu 

clubs 


- Q _ _ ^ . J - ~ 0^ 

ires, wlicn the weapons they ufe aic bows % 

!, f ike'^^^dV.t 'C ■ nil, of, wood They wtll’ ..'^loTT})! 

covering fiom'T /aift down to the riniicllc of *1110' .’’’iTh,^ 
and arc finic^^ 7 ly’^.v^ in neatnen> and cle.inlinefs^, .lyj/hingf,)!- 
fending their n.ituial good-humour and ebaarfm leit.y)Cis*<o 
iniK h as a llovenlv dilpofition. Heme r loiicIu JL; how 
cafv it would, be »o eftablifri .1 c<jI' .. inoug thriri?n-'rhey 
build wiiii wood, covering their lioufe^ witli pahn-tree leaves. 
Pittlieis an 1 vefft they make of a kind of loam, or iaith 
d'ied in tlic fun: feiffars, favs, ami knivis, they make of 
mother of pcail and o)lLi-]hJ!s ; which ihevvs that they arc: 


( 1 )) The render is to ob- 
fi'rve ih.;t i'. Jiere ipcaU- 

inj 0/ ]v'or.lc 1 ’’* my »\ out 


I ’ 40' North Intlfudc, where 
h • put into fcv..r..l L'-ivi on tju; 

COlUJli.lil • ' 
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not fo if^orant of mechanics as de ^liros calls them ; efpc* 
cially as h^ acknou^lcges that the art of weaving or knitting is 
not unknown to them. Their boats are excellently fitted 
cither to row or fail 'jwth the utmofl celerity; an undeniable 
proof that cither theyDte-'-d^.'‘.*ipon fome civilized nations, or 
have themfelves made fome prt^refs in the arts *. 

Tii^rk ^'fcrAvi.VkiniKjwf'^o in great abundance, o( ji dferip- 
whi jiativcs make ajv^y ^ijfceablc fort of bread, with thn of the 
very little trouble. The countr^ abounds in the moft dcYi- pro- 
cions fruits, as almonds, cocoa-nuts, lemons, oranges, gii- 
avas, and mangoes. The palm-tree affords them a juice 
greatly rcfc^i^iiig and little inferior to wine. From this they 
make a of whey and vinegar, as alfo an excellent honey 
by evjj^iation. A fpccies of fruit they call the cocos is in 
"l^it eftcem among them, as it affords both meat and drink, 

'^iijdcs an excellent burning oil that exfudes f*om the fhcll 
it 4 From the whole dcf^iription, however, 
p^ilinar^ft nc*dwelU fo long upon, it ap jiftlW ' Vo «jo 
the coco-nut ; which he inenrions as a diflereu 
part of ilie ijiemorial. Of the palm-lcaves \ 
ft)r thcii fii^ll boats* and a kind of ingenious ^ 
^T^rcaipets, cither fqi^Idings, floors, or hangings 
/«; iSftVirms, that he ha-fj^ewife feen melons, apples, pears, 

^.*,j[other EiirojmiA fruitslamong them, more excellent in 
jjortiou to the warnj^lfW the climate, although this he a 
docs not lvj)ld has c\cn laffed 

which, witlflluVi^l' of thar''^iiniiy, make 
he count plenty of^hens, ca- 
I iinLlJ«Q\^ of.cafli^^V» f, common among them;, 

?.s, pigeons, turtles, and fh)ck-do\es, befides 
\ goats ; none of which ^tiros however law. 

f'. abound widi^lijl-i of \ari(Vivdrir»^.T^^'|rr)nTvhicIi 

ew cliiefry^ri^^J*^^ rheir llft\-fh;ii5t.^ Nutmegs, 
uiatci'^iuf^er, and pepper, they found he»i., -rome'of which 
♦heyjL’iu^ 'Wji them to /ITcxuo, it pioving in every refpeft 
sequal tifwh.il isj^ughtfrom Mohui as. He likewife 

takes noti* *wr Tiim.m. jn. .uul fa}* it is piobablc that the 
cmnli ylikewifc affords doves, as it not only produces the 
otlKT iifites, but lies parallel with the illand ot Tcrnatc, 

Handily and the Motucias ; .i inctliod f)f reafoniiig by no means 
t'nnatuial, Many mateiials ate pioaueeJ for cordage and 
f:-,il -tloth, the whole abouiuls with \\{»od of varioin forts, 
of whidi the mofl \alnable iscbonv. He mentions a bltn- 
rr/uiou'5*c\lucl.itioi4 from tlie cocosy which might well fiijmly 


^ P’ uen Tdv. p. 14Z3. 
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the room of pitch, with a mixture of bees-wax fnd tallow, 
of which the climate affords abundance; concldding, that 
nothing bcfiJes iron is wanting towaids lliip-building ; and 
this he thinks puiflbie the country mj|^ likewife fupply at a 
greater diflance from the Trojji^^, 

As to the foil, it is rich and fertile, producing every thing 
alinoff fpontaneoully, or witlivff|^jirtffc I’hg fields 

are divided, interlaced, and.w^Ertfer4d, by plealaii?5irtJ6jv ?tjid 
rivers, that fall down fr/m the mountains. Many of the 
rivers arc fo large as to anord the flrongell arguments of the 
prodigious extent of tfiis track of land. I’he air is pure 
and healthy, which he proves from the perfSot.hcalth the 
whole crew enjoyed during their rcfulence on the ; and 
one thing very remarkable is, that, unlike other \it ;pi cli- 
mates, it is intirely free of every kind of noxious vermin ; 
no gnats, flits, and mufqiiitos, in the air ; no crocodile 
ferpents, or fnakes, either by land or water; in^^ort, 
thajf I or molefl: the mofl perfedt 

^aiiqiiillity. Upon the whole, he fciupics not 
"Cifac k ot country to all the conquefts of the ✓ “if 

'I'm account he gives of his taik^iii,'g poflliTion of thi'slf/v.. 
iiiv globe, as he calls It, ■^V**'f)mcwhat rc‘inarfci''»’^e. 
Wc fh.dl rhc'ixfoic give it in his ywri^ words, efptii.illy 
will flitw the reider the neceJTit\ pe under of gi\ing»^ ~ 
an exu.i-'r of the vfV Sii'j,, Sirt*, are the greatpt^ 

“ guiHiPiLiiiif ;p.jcoimtrig‘‘‘'^vjcjiiii.i\e difcovercibof'*” ^ ■ 

I J-ai t .!i!c.u!y taken in the name of ;r cm 

arid Uiicier yjiir ugaJ apnearerh tlf 7 

“ wiiicli I keep l.del> in n3y]H>wei, whereur 
“ in the following manner : j . bne, v. c , Jhtd 

buivt honour of our ^ a)'/,'*'’ . — I'ber*' 

“ we caiiiel'/“'o Jg’allcs tb'oe ctitDrar .d-.beic, our tVxrfs itk 
** prilling -:!7yr‘''\*o reieive tfrtain indulgences iipr.i • 
fuiuhry, \Vc alio nuule a lolctnn pou ell")^. Voi*i,j,>bli;eved 
“ the feaft of I'le Blefled Saci ament, v/hijr’i was e.Uiied in 
“ procciTioii, yoc." majefly’s banner fb.v-'g, berC 7 r« wVi/.bioiigh 
** a grcit circuit ot couutiks, honouied with the picftrence 
“ ot the f.inie. In liucc federal place, we fet up tnw title, 
“ in eacli of winch wc eredted a column with i he arms of 
“ your iiiajcfly engraved upon them. Hcmhc you have ic- 
** ceived a prodigious addition pf territory, tKs country 
■“ ftretching bejond words into the contii^nt. C ha\c 
thcrcfoic prefeuted to your ni'ijcfly's other title *, 'mat of 


\ / 

* PvRCHAi, T. i. p. 1424. Iliit. «).' Navj^at. ibid'. 

' '“la. 
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La At^rialia del Efpiritu Santo, the which I wifti may bo 
** blazondi and fprcad over the face of the whole world, for 
“ the glory oi God and the honour of your majefty 

In another memori which Purchas has preferved in the /« another 
original Spatiijh, he rccfc-vvjTiofV o( ihe particulars we have re- fnemotiai 
lated, together with many other circnmilanccs, n'hich uouUI C^hos r/- 
feein to VrWr^^to have colonies fent thither. 

Hc| ,, 'uw.iucs the country nfitauy^ch i ibed, he gives the names 
ot about 20 illaiids; viz.YaimiicokUltniiob^ Chicayana, 
topOf MicarayUi^ Tucopio, I'cnoforb^ Pihm, Papon ^ and others, 
which it woidd be tedious to rel.'tc. Dcfcribing tlic bay oi 
St. St. James t or Baya tie Sant Felipe y Sant 

JagOf au^hai hour of Pera Cruz^ he believes them to belong 
to/dj^ontinent, as he judges from the high ’double moun- 
nfl!ls7 and the laigciicfs of the ii\er Jcnlan. Spntros fuiid 
' aVJjdays in llie iiland of Yaumh'G. lleie the king, or lord, 
bot?r.^*J{ of great ferxice to hiin^ u it h liis people, in 

failina iii‘‘ llnps with f rnit<H -ro^^ an(i* 7 r.-f lie 

of fenle, tall, and lull-bodied ; his colour of a 
4/»,« ; lvist>cs l^ght, his uofe aquiline, his han\ 


with a »rave u^'eft and inajcflic depot t- ' 

-rjf-'U. Ife deleribcd, by^.ns. aluiit 60 jllatid:., and a great 
'VlVry called lioni i>. S. K. to N. K. To 

^••iiljrefent the l.irgi illandsit Jtc dicw huge cinles, or irregular 
and fmaller tlie Kllci illands. In u picfcnt- 

r4i%he .continent, he; opiip’^d; h«^ •ugt •• nointeJ to the fun, 
tuiv/i'^s eygs, and made oVhcii* 5 ^|teuIatioi\.j^'xpreiring that 
coiiV^ddd^V n week:, failing omul thcftlaiuls. J^ti- Ilecanies 

tin»J|ii&''A^'YhH^,vl.avA-'n nutie of rliC nafivcs, all of Jomc of 

? agrccil Ilf <hcu* accounts. When he departed, 

four of the inhabitant i, thiee of which dice! 
at M. = Im . . -•..jjfc.-iat ing 
^:i]jjf:iyihc»Span.f*}^*(imLii.lcii 'Attn the :! given by his ^ heje ac. 

' iV( ■ ^ .F'., . . count per* 


'.'•'ii i^wfh.rilt^avc in aeeoiint of an ilkind diflanr about three y,v/v 
clays faffing fi> '>vJ. which, lie laid, wa.s laiger th.iiirt;;/,./ 
^ ' taken togatlur. Tiii-i he callevl (ii/a- ncuh 

'i'jPo, iii'.abiied by people <-liitlly of 'viiile tomp!e\ionc, .iiul "i' I tf 
\an./i^-ii)i()iiiod h.ili. lie Kimuhed out gicailv inr-) the fir- 
tihry .ii'd we.iltli of 'lanii'ol.i, which iiuliued .-'V/yjj, 1 1 oiu ' 
fie figns iie in.’.de, lO make tnal how far he imdci flood liim, 

<)• how li jv; hi: lekunui inighr be. Ou his ai lival heie, he 
foil. Ill t-'ery tiling coi u 'ponding with the account i>r the />/- 
*i'it:'V’'and latiicw e\'.eediiu, lliaii lailiug dn.i’’ ol Ills dcfciip 


Lib. Uit, ciat r iic. T 1 . 
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tion Upon the whole, ^liros would feem to w of opi- 
nioii that thofe iflands were in the neighbourhood of a conti- 
nent ftretching from 240 longitude to Ne-uj Holland and Nirto 
Cninecit the illands of Solomon lying fiyoundcd by that pan 
of the ocean from tz^lat. ^uitc the equinofluii line. 
How far his conjefturcs are verificil by future navigators, wc 
fliallbeablc to judge from vm'agrs and 

others (K), -'I ^ - 

8 PuRCHi. 5 , T.i. p. 1425. 

SECT. 11 . 

Giving an account of the vcyages and dij 

William Cornelifon Schoucen, and Jaques Le Niaire, 
in the South Seas. 

_ _ r — .. of 

Jccou‘!t cf^ P^vr^i charter of the Dutch Ecifl 

LcMaire 1 cxhciuelv dilplealing to a number of 

wui /'.‘onfldi'iahio nieichaiits lii^Z/y/W/, who were* 

Schoutc/, C/iir fhip? at thrir own c'lpco' upon new dilttw*,, 
'itv/A tf Tlii'Y thoiigl-t it an intolerable grit'^'';u^c that rhev flionid*J)e 
inttnU'tu pnjhibitcd by the government, v.on'..»».y to the law of natiii^'-, 
9 / their iifing thole palfagcP, and rc.rt'iip, the hniituf thofe 

cumftatKcs which IVo'.idcacc fo wii'tV inreruieJ. Am^ 
thefe u as Ijaac Ar I^h-Aserth-J--.i of Amflcrdim^^ 

actiuaintcd wiilf’Sulincfs, enterprifing fpiril dire ) 

by a found judgment. M’as dc(irous"C^■^;^’■*^^ 

part of the wealth he had acj»^ - '..rl,;- . * 

c)l pollcrity, and in building fame for himfelf a'^ ’a ^l> ^ Te*''!, 
Witluhis view he applied to Sckoutci:^ a man in ^ 


flana‘5/M>f,;-''-t//.'.--j“r '•'Oil, r.s.a f'* ”'".;ui, aiv* L .KiKn*' 

kge in the In Ux's, to which he hail' perl oriViYd 
loyagcs in ' ent fhilions of mafter, pilot., 'iini'*- 

raigo. 'I'l.e ejn llioii propofed by h' M.iirc tc-''^vj iitctjlige^it 
ten v.'.i.'., Whether he did not Iieliete-iT j;*plTible to hnJ 
rM'Jiher palfage, belides tht i7m';V tJic 

S'.'ith S, is; and whether, if this difeo\fT\ was made, the 
count. ie-ft i^ic 1 -.iih oi that palLgc might not alfbul rieh 


(El We Ivive not oivcii the 
particular-, of die vo».igc, 
v-e fiiunJ i: ir. the I'n/n/’ col- 
lection, for die following rea- 
fon'. : I Ihcaiile wc li.O'e ibinc 
doubts conee/ning the authen- 


ticity of that Journal, as Pur- 
chas fpc.iks of it, 'as loft ; 
a.id, 2 iiccatirc all the pniticu 
Jars contained i;i ir arc foiffid in 
the Meninnal and Journals of' 
sjUouttn and Ro^gi’^win. 
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CommoduM^s either the Ea/l or Wcjl Indies? Schoutcrt 
gave it as his opinion that fuch a paffagc was highly probable, 
and was ftill more po(i live with refpe^t to the wealth and fer- 
tility of the fouthern countries. After many converfations 
upon the fubjefl, a rei^lution was formed of attempting the 
dillovery, fiom a full perj\i..l!-:>n that the States CJt'neral could 
not intend, by ihe'r cxclufive charter to the Eajl India com- 
pany, to preeliVde't'fieir otAvr lubje<fts from difeovering coun- 
tiies on the fonth by a new roife;, diftinft horn cither the 
palHige to India by the Ulreights ~f MaiieHan or the Cape of 
Hood Hope. In confequciKC of this, an agreement was entered 
npon, wherebiv/.i.* yjAi/rt* and his friends furiiilhed one moiety 
of the ex pci*# c, and Sihonten and his friends the other. Ac- 
cording!;'^ by the following fpring, //. 1615, two fhips were 
with every thing nccellary lor tJie voyage, which 
was to be under the diie< 51 :ion ot Sihonttn in perfon, and 
Li- Ahiirt'y (on to Ijaac Lc MairCy who was to aft in 

botn. -"V ^ 4 f'p<#j cargo. V 

failm^r^ the 25#]!, they ^V’dgned anchor from'fhe Tex f They de- 
iiglit of the uMu'ii'it'as <jn the i ith of Jtdyfy whert./c/'w/w to 
rv.i’* not to touclf, that no time might he loft. A ''chfor 
iojth they inwjih the noith fide of Cape Verdy a""*' 
l^jtveaft wind ohligin<^e^iiein to anchoi there. Here ' 

iV ^ijh /Ihaul taineoi sjcVul, and fuiniilied them with 

fieilr V. I’lci, f<>r>;’ ceir.'in rcwaid. 2 fft.^p 

.*•*' weighed from and, hv the } ift, Lw the high i-m j„fo 

lAiW Sierra LiO’ia, i. 'd o ' i^ladrah’anhay South 

, the fi-uth pt>inr of the hli» li l|<ml of 5 /,*'^',? /.eona, and Sea. 

conV^^i '^•divJ’fluillows, of iil.ind. I'j, the 26th 

i^tin^igPi^ ^.^v :\c’ ^-..dude, failing die icmainder 

iwa/ujjfcv Vtlv'moltly fontliward, till they made io‘» 30'>. 

' V I ft, tin y had the fun noj ih them at noon. 

?y. had 20^^, 

■tfcai^.isji'j^.y flbfer\eir' Uic <.omp.if; to vaiy h N. l\. 12'". 

Ci'ri '^hev came under ^iS' and ’'’n 1 e'ThC- vaiiatioii 
o{ rl.'i it) ^fpidsN^is 17" 10 riK* N. Deie^ni-'j oih, they 
h.ad a piilipeci mit \ej\ high, but jather ll.it and 

V»'!iite -^'‘*'.V'*:.Vicr whiv’ ‘’i'v fell '1 1 Mltli the nurth lide of 
I^cri Dr /lie. and that night .ir.ehoi 1 w illan a tltgioi and .1 
hall ofi^aiid in it n fathom w.'Ui, v.i:h :.ii e'nh « li.it ran 
ftioi.glv loiiihw.i.tl 'I'lie Till, Ictpiig tinir tomfe tine 
t. 'Ith, thay t.uiK luftae the hariJOi.r t)t P'rt Dtiae, Ijlng 
ui>di.r4'‘^ 4 ^^; “i theciui' of wintli tliM h.nl vciy htgji 
>yaler,. but law luuie t)l tliw i-liii'. whkii lt)iniei \inageis dci 

•* IJJJloiredci Nav i^at. 7 ’. L p, 

' ^ faibtJd 
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fcribed northward in failing into the harbour. Cliffs, how- 
ever, to the foiuh were vifible enough, which might perhaps 
be thofe meant by ^nn N'jort. Upon this, they went on fail- 
ing fb hr fouth, that they milled thcjright channel. They 
loon came into a cnxjkcd bay of fathom water at high 
fe.t, and but 14 feet at the tiacrot ebb. Here they found 
abundance of eggs among the cliffs, aiid fine fmelts, 

for wliith they gave it the iiame t^f Sm ^ After this, 
they went to Port Dr/irc^ 'Vherc they Ihiid till January 13th, 
1616. On the 20th. ^hey got into 53®, when thc7 ob- 
ferved the great current tliat runs S. W. ; and now they rec- 
koned about io leagues fonthvinrd of the St^-nqhfs of MttF 
i^eUiin. Fiom hence they held ihcircourfc S. l>y V. and tho 
fame clay faw l.nitl bearing W. S. W. from them, arur^quickly 
after to the South. I'lieii attempting to get beyond 
by an K. S. K. courfe, the hard north wind tliat blew th 
conftraineil them to take in their top-fails, and reef thc^Btfn- 
fail. h. forenoon, they f..\\^\n(J'<lDOUt a 

iTTlt^ce, ffi etching out' call and fouth^’^i high 
.^ills covered with ice, Mith other land bearing 
^high and rugged as the^f/nmer. Tl.elc 
alvmt eight leagues afunder, wi•^^, a good p..(lage 
them, beeaufe of a brilk current tWoMii fouthward 
About noon they made 54® .^6', uia then began flecringjjfj-^ 
wards the .d>o\e paliagc, but;dn;ic ni evented by a c{Iin4i^ 
Here they la\/ fiKli an ill*' -'eJiliie iHvnbcr of pengiiims^iid- 
huge iliM,’!. (»i ^’’'rSf^,'*:'j‘’iT^4ed th'-Vi'to ivn)cced wilj^au 
nil. 

States l»v tlieii ;!!! tiic\ gut 4Xi'48*'c' 

llland. 

Maurice 

fei \cd y/r'i ToTirr^ttAUL I ■ ^ 

penguins anj^iihiullcs, as well as fonic kinds cd lowjv''^ 
the 1.111(1 adljac V'lV-a.^Mied quite naked and bangt 
iii'ith u ind up." (btir entiance info this (vdv'';e, llv^’ fleered^ 
S. S. W. ■ { ■) li. .r in u-k n i!uv made ? t nen held 

a ii. V;. courfe. Ine l.iiul (m 4 :tr iivnt'i liih- (jrTfffr*pair,.g'' 
fcei.iud ro ,1311 W. S. W'. at then eft end of j^lwrid' 
and S. \V as I'.i. .s they c<iU!.i lee it, it being rouglf'craggy 
givuind. In die evening, liiiiing a S. W. wind, the) Aeered 
Ibiiilnvaid, meeiini' with piodigious billows lolling bcfoie 
the* wind, which, wifb the depth of the fiiimdintjs, gave them 
a lull aniii.iuje that the South S .r wa.i now- before* thq#', intu 
wliii.!! I hey had alinoll made their way b\ a paflagc cjf ihuh' 
own (.liieeiveiy. Xhe fca .gulls lieic weic as large 5s fwan^, 

--'•'tlitu 
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their wings, when extended, meafuring about a fathom. 

They would fit upon the fidcs of the Ihip, and fulFer them- 
felvcs to be taken, without attempting to fiy away. The 26tli 
they made 570, and were overtaken by a florin from the S. 
and S. W. All this day continued to fleer fouthward, 
but at night changed it tor a N. W. courfc ; in which quarter 
they difcovered;>Vei-^'iiigh ^ind. On tho 27th they were un- 
der 560 ji', the wemther cold, with hail and rain, a weft and 
wcflcrly foiith wind blowing. I |.cre they w'ent a fouthern 
coiirfe, and crolfed northward witli tlieir mainf'ails. After 
this, they fleered with a W. and then a N. K. wind, holding 
their courf?^.^! and then W. \V. by S. which broiiglit then* 
under The 29th they had a N. W. wind, and held 

their fie^irfc S. W. which gave tlicMn the profpeft of two 
illanSs furrounded with high cliffs, liing \V. S. W. from 
Thcfc they called licinivvclt Ifanlls^ 57® S. 

From lienee «ul'iug <i N. W. coiirfe, tt^y Aw huid in 
the ctWii'^^ l)i”l? 

g.ue the name of Cnpc Jfonif fiom its pointer 

‘>f which is in^ ^7° 48' S. They held \ 

-their ^oin fc well ward fi\)ni ,\'eha\ and were iiilly convinced, 
h^Aiie billows rolling iipiX»'nlicm, as well as the llroiig cur- > 
rent, ‘that the pal{!K;c Wfii open into the Souir) iSVa. 'I'his 
{h;y V they made iIk' lat. of , At laft, on i)u liihof 

K'hninrVf they pla'n!} ^ the iZ/t/ '4/x ij j^Liy^ellan 

^Ing. to the K. of tl/'-v-i : ^Vlhig alliucd i)f 

,1-eir^happy ^new difecncry, ilnf, pai-e i’'K.iiks\ ihdr good- 
’-Hij*' ill t’ •.■ro'-ruuuds <<f wIiiA* \^'he !\ j'la/ie fec/^ved the 

I :e'n 
■Tal'l' 

navigatipii their dilc'*\ei it-. H “’oididcrahie, 

than ctliew'Jfe They piohably niight*lia\e lWA.’''‘wij the 27th bca. 
they laadi; ^O'V-^lar, with fair weather, holJIrg theli courfc 
uortiiv/aid Afnh/jj'i;, they flccied lor ''/ii.'in I'nnanJt.’, at 
whuli .'-.VTied oTT'-'a/.f,../^ ill. A', the eicv.s bcC.nriC ex- 
rremeiy fi«.kly by lo teiikuis a voyage, ilic leircllimenrs of this 
place W'jt icuMVcd v.lth ih.c lUmoll ;oy 

Wi' find in this Jomnal V-ne of the okiJl accounts of the 
iiLuuL; of '/u.in i i but as they aic now well 

known, we eh'dl pafs ir o\Lr. On tin i ith they paffed the 
Tropic of twz/17 ii a f conJ time, lioiding tiuii conrfe N. 
dU the I?!'3th. When they in.uJe i8', ilicii they fkcTcd due 

IIarbIs, V. i. B.i. c. i. §. 9. Hill de- Navig 1. id. p 3^)1. 

W. ll. 


:.e 01*-^. -A;.':’/! '..''1:..:'^ A , ''t'circhc l-eliig the 01 ip/ma) pro- Strei-Thts 
j.VjjUrJt; <.h. erp’.i/.e. ll obfcrv.ihJe, ih.i*, -lining their oflcMaire 
the v-i'wund flrughi?, ih.y liad fettle J bad 

fhei.' rhn.' *r rhe 
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Weft, /fprii 3d they made 15® 12', and had then, no va- 
riation of the compafs. Towards noon they difeovered a 
fmall low ifland. They fent the fliallpp on fhure here, and 
catched a great number of fiih ; tiling nothing however 
upon ftiorc but a fpecies of dogs in every refpeft rcfembling 
European dugs, for which reafon they CiUled this place the 
IJland of Dogs. It was covered by a line long grafs of a 
bright green, that p,ave a beautiful look to the coaft, which 
might be about three leagues in circumfcrenc e. The illand 
lies in 15^ 12', and about 925 leagues from the coaft of 
Peru (F). For four days they failed W. and \V(i-by N. when 
they fell in with a large but low illand, from wY^'h an In- 
dian canoe advanced to lUCft them. I'he men werO-naked, 
of a reddilh complexion, with long black hair, of a rhiJRf 
make, and ftrong limbs, their eyes extremely fliarp and pierce- 
ing^. They kept aloof from the Oiip, but invited the^ A 
tG?'Cw».'rvon fltprc- . 5 V iereJ his 
to fpeak to tliem in the Spani/bt Dnfi A, the 
Javan languages, neither ot which thev 
yf The fliip approached within mulkct-fluit orth^hory, bin 
^ found no foundings ; upon whkr (he ftecred lound, ihV'V 
pedlation of finding a bay to caf^AAchor in. After lining 
failed about ro leagues in a S. S. nV. courfc, they came cUl'** 
to thefhore, on which fcveral ofjA'iofc uakccl people fiocteJ 
clofe to the water flih% and invite .1 ♦aum to land. Omr of 
their canoes pu/lf’^out, TTw ' 4 ?;nild iftif venture tocoir.c'oi* 
board. "I'hiip'Hvcre gre.ir’.y wuafed with the rovs ihro'^ 1 r/. 



was out ot tlieir re.ah, they paid their refpe'kj with gi'eat 
aJdrcfs to whatever lay ncareft them. *' * 

Inn i!iiiabitani>. jf tliis illand ar^. ram cular 

humour, mncli acldi'^tcJ to llealiiiTJT^at which thc-y arcabuu" 

• Vid. Hill desNavig. auxTerres Aufe. t. i. p. 3^1. 


(F) This is probably the leafi is the conjcLlarc of the 
illand whirl) il/z/jET, //•/;/, accord- Z/rwrA compiler winch v\c 
big to 'Jerow calls ihc think by no means in^proba- 

L'njort unate IJland. 'I'his at bic. • Tv* 


(a) liiji, del h’ivir.t up. 3'S. 



C. 12." ^ %A Hifiory tf the Southern Continent. 

dantly expert. They go quite naked, the puJeiuia only be- 
ing covered with a fmall mat. Their bodies arc painted all 
over with the pidlurcs of fnakes and dragons, drawn upon a 
blue ground, refembliil^lie eflefts of powder upon the Ikin, 

They drank eagerly of me wine given them, but could not 
be prevailed on to leturii the cup. The next day Schoutcii 
lent the (hall^nvith about' lixtccii men armed on fhore, w ho 
were no fooner landed than they were attacked by a body of 
30 or 40 natives, that ruflied upon them from the woods. 

As they were armed only witli clubs, the feamcn found it Jto 
difficult mattei;»to repulfc them ; but, finding all their cnde:i- 
t'ours to bm.g them to traffick were to no purpofe, they re- 
turned to^hc fliip, and proceeded in their voyage. This 
iflancj^t'i^ called by the name of Without Bottom, becaufe Jfland 
they 'were able to find no foundings. It is a long narrow without 
fecmingly fertile, abounding with palm and cocoa- Bottom, 
trees, a 74 Iji^^uiijii^iude 1 5" S. ijmics f»f»>-" ^og 

• Vi V v' V ' Schouten fell in with another ifland about 1 5 ’ 

* k:pgues the former*' The land is almolf intacly t 

overflowed, yet trees floiiri'li upon the borders. Upon a 
J' do eminence they difee* * l?d a fpring of frefli water, with 
which the} fupplied the fAi^, and thence gave the place the Water 
L'luimc of //ir/ir Jjiaud* 

;nc '’I'liE 18th they came | »*ail6thcr illaiid, to leagues dillani 
oiucftward. The boat w>.'. fentro'l^i/^ .uf iCjti,vatci, and fooii 
;, iri ill '■vjth a genlle flrcam at yo’ 'alli hns fomulirtr. The in- 
llo» ’’b, ' f^yarm flies inf , j_v/ith wlii.h tVis illanJ 
I K., rindeu^.^..ule if .'.Vm to fill rlicir c.ilk', be- 

,'ing forvtJifi’Siiimcd lately lo letuin to chelhip with then clothes 
nnC»'V/'i^ 'Ovcicd over with ihofe Vermin. "I hi', they cii led 

’ {(hiiul, und'-Mdt v;' f.. having 

b foiin^ hoxvevoj' that it 'whs inh.ibiied. 

On the -:yd ][hc} gca iinder the latitude i 4', wJieie lliey 
had great billoxCj-^jDJlIng irom the finith. 'f hey 1 c/iijei-liued 
:hey might as yet.fif:. ^50 kagues from the bwinliern Copii- 
i\icnt d<‘^' • ’’....o by '•). /l/i/v t'.e ihiul tin y faikd 
weitwasd, and made at noon 15” 3^ iu wliieh latitude they 
met fevo al great ikriuhc^ (a kind of goM-Lih}, tin liill 
they had feeii in the foiith ft'a. On ilie yth tJiej wtie under 


* Hift. dej; Xavig.. p. 175?'. T. i. IKKaii, ubi fup. 

(G)' II .nay be proper to ub- that he hUure never favv Ins 
that although h ’d lournel, it w.i' not printed 

pcirnrinctl his vo\:iy,v foriic nil the jc.-.i i' ;S 
^ years befer;*, vet i: js p.ob ih!.- 
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the latitfldc 1 50 20', when they conjedlurcd they might be 
about 1510 leagues from the coaft of Peru, This day they 
difeovereJ a bark coming towards them, upon which they 
proceeded fo meet her, but, llie turidng her courfe, the cap- 
tain ordered a gun to be fired to briflg her to. As this had 
not the dell red the ihallop was fent with a number of 

men armed to feize her, which Ihc did, ma'-’j/jg prifoners of 
about 23 men, with fomo women and children. They W'ere 
a cleanly dcciuit people, of a copperilh complexion, curled 
hair, naked to the waill:, and from the knee downwards. The 
bark was of a \ery peculiar ftriichire, but ycII adapted to 
the purpofes of f liliug. All tliat was found ol. board con- 
fiftcd of a few fitliiiig-hooks made of fione, motli. ;• of pearl, 
tortoife-flicll, or a kind of black bone. After cn''’avour- 
ing to proem e information fjom them, thc‘y were di/mi!led, 
having received the kindcfl treatment ; with which the podP^ 
favjmcs were fo dcVflhtcd, that they edf tjjeir caps 

feather; ib.*anad :a I’falhionof a coronet, , 
imd put rhciD on the heads of the failors. ' - 

^ ScHOUTTN, fieciing W. .*2. W. difcovry^iMitj^ojI^J^ic lom 
high land on the larboard fidf^ fouth-eall-by-foiitlv 
about eight leagues dilbnt. i ith he came up wi\r. \ 

very high ifland, and about rwol JJues fouthward dillovcred 



liied by three large barks, and about i o canoes wit]i» win.- . 
flags in token of peace. Thofe canoes were ol an "-y 
dinars 'lavic, «Ijaxg..flat bdOire,^^jg)jl qui^*A T.R behind, 
withfiandiiig/’li^hjf:h they row with veK»city. ^aVIicii 

they camr A* 2 tw: ra fmall difbnce ol the Ihip, tliey leaped 
into the fca, and f vam towards Jicr with c>L'o-nuls in their 
hands, w hich they birtcrcd for nails antkoeads, giving five 
nuts For a nail, 'fliis trafiick dv'‘''t'bch :i the^' 

natives to the Ihip, that file loon was croiuh-d with them,' 
going up and down \viih the utmofl familia! >» /'iz/Z/v/, 
to avoid being troubled with gi eater niiinln r :, I'l ju tljc long 
boat to look out for an anehoiagc on the ot'.er ill md ; but 
file was prc'fently I'mTOunde 1 and i )vei\-l b/, a numb- r of 
canoes fillc 1 w'irh a fitice and favage pcopleai nnd widi clnlis, 
who attacked the Dutth with gitat lu" . "I he fe, -'w •' liicd 
upon '^hcm. but were laughe*d ar, as no one l-:ippcjied lo be 
hull by the llrA difihaig'*; but tlie ll<ond doing execution, 

the 







s*> and ' kindly in-eacedf ic fo^n indued oth 
gb board the Ihip, with fcemingly more friendly int^tipps. 

Jliey were a llrong-biylt, well-proportioned people, hakod, 
«^Qrough-brcd and excellent fwimmers. Their compl< 9 sioii 
was inclining to black, their hair long and black, though Tome 
.cut tl>fliort, and were extremely whimiicai in their manner 
of drelling it. 

They now began to cone onboard with coco-nuts, ba- Traitors 
nanas, iibas roots, and live h which they exchanged for Ifland. 
the moft t^■A^ng and ulelel-* toys, priding themfelves greatly 
on havip^gf outwitted the Em oprnns. They wondered much 
at th» Itrength an<l li/c of the Ihip, knocked againft her with 
and then turned up their eyes in admiration. The 
king of the iilar.d fci’iL a bl u:k hng as a prefent to the lliip, 
ordering the mcilcnger to accept of no reward, an order 
which he did ilot x*’h’de IbliUy . .1 >e put 

Qlit from flvore in his royal galley, attended by twenty ca- 
^pgs, I'lt did not chnfc to tome on board, altho* he per- 
mitted hiS lorij'to gratify his enric^ty. When near thediip, 
his ii\en gave a loud Aior:, by way ol welcoming the Euro- 
peans} which was retin ned by drums and trumpets, with the ^ 
miifK' of which his maje>l’/was highly delighted. The king 
then Icl'vt siMalien horn 'isvclLd, as a picfcnt to SJnttU'n, 
v/hith he leturned v.iJi.ia o.ld hate|i/*t. old nails, and feme 
glafs beads, v.ilh wliiv.h his'.'najviJy wav ’'uite tranlpoi ted, 
oi pretended to be io. ^ 

Hr v/a^ dilling.nidu 1 ?s fubjc<5t> onU IVy iherefpecl 

they paid him, going l-ko ific’-n naked, and without any 
badges of anihority. Tor a day or two iriin.ily coin- 
Yrteiec coi'i;Iii'.icd, but the r began a;,‘cn' '> ks to fnf- 
"pfeci thatnie pit.' M'-'ii^Vu- dV* uWages w^re '',.f''\esy lincere, 
and their coii/.’i'tme : weie loon veiiiic 1 > pn a fuddcii 

they inclol'ed ih.e lliip on e;\iy fide, .ind wii’i a lond Ihout 
began to h'ji. l_ and h.uu r Ikt with llont Ills majehy’s 
ihip wa^; the wui n I lii.^ '.1 in ilje Hiiavk; bai they wcie 
•^oortT'dil'pei fed ai’d iv.U’aied b} a ycneial dikl sige ol grape- 
ihot and mnlLjuctry. /dl tiaflel: bt-ir.g ihas at a:i end, 
fSchonten left the Illaml, after giving ii ib.j ap;'i'!larion of 
Tjailon fro.n i’um oiulnct oi ih': 

ii-N arilv'j'i on tie lath at an iii.’.i.d he railed //«/<? Hope 
' lyhnuly lK\anr- here he «‘x;v.ted to mtef ‘.vnh lefidliment-t ; Ifland. 
bpl, being dif'ippointcd, he conthiacdhis eomle, aitei ha\ing 
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dcjSated the natives in a btiik attack they made cmtlie 'fliipK 
This ifland was covered over with cocoa-natt, and appeared' 
to be fertile in the vallies. On the i8th, beingnnw i6v 
5^ Schduten called a council, in which he reprefeatedr that 
they were about 1600 leagues eallward of Peru and CUii ; 
and, as they had not yet difcovered any thing like a continent, 
fo there was no probability of their fucceedingjn that detign, 
as they had failed fo far weftward. The fame courfe, iie laid, 
would bring them to the coaft of Nevj Cuiney, where if they 
found no patiage, they mull inevitably perifli, fince there was 
no polTibility of returning eaftward, on account of the caft- 
crly winds, which were continually fet in that continent. For 
thelereafons hepro|mfcd, that they fhould alter tl:£ir courfe 
northward, fo as to rail in with the north fide of NfOo^uiney, 
The propofal was embraced by the reft of the crew, sSfcnc- 
cordingly they began immediately to ftcer a iiorth-north-wcft - 
courfe. The 2 1 ft^i, at two leagues from fttorc, they were 
vifi«&u L) .r3-wSfibesi who infill ted them iCithout any provo- 
cation, but retired with the lofs of two men from a difehargn^ 
of fome muikets. The 2 2d, other canoe s ^p nriythed the * 
ihip, but with a peaccaole intention, bringing cocoa-nuts, . 
ubes roots, and hogs, in exch:t.ige for beads, nails, and 
knives. The houfes of the natives, were ranged along the 
fliore, being about 12 feet high, covered .'virh leaves, and a 
porch before each. All the fiftfilturc confiftcd of a bed of j 
dried herbs, an aijg’‘?njpd, and a great club; hismajeftyw 
palace diJFerinpdnnothinjj the ftze fiom the mcaneft fuM 
jeft’s cottap^ The general fwim and dive witjl 

great dexterity, nor are tnjn expert in thieving than ra? 
inhabitants of fomc former iftands wc have mentioned. This 
crime, however, is punilhed by the king with great rigour^ 
as the experienced in th^cafe of one of them, who 

ftolc a cutlai-,^^ fo^- which'iie wrfs loundly beaten, and wd&t 4 
have been-; death, had the faft come to the ear of the 
king. They were greatly terrified at the noife of the cannon, 
yet the king had a great defire to fee one difeharged. For 
this purpofe he was feated under a canopy with all his court '• 
round him ; but, upon the cxplofion, he leaped ourof 
feat, and fled with the utmoft celerity into the woqds, nor 
could all the affurances of the Eitrofteans^ that no danger w.is 
CO be apprehended, bring him back, till he had recovered his 
fright. The Europeans went on (horc to purchafe hogs, ki 
which they were difappointed, on account of their fcarcity 
in the iftand ; nor could they procure any fupply ofn*o.coa- 
nuts, i^though the natives feemed defirous of accommodating 
them* His majefty (hewed them much frieudfliip and refpedf ; 
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'' ‘% 8 uttifol feathers, a^puitiog them oo the heads^ 
before l^e, Notwithfbnding thi& hoTpItality, he began- 
would ahenfive of their deiigns, and offered them a re- 
was iiuii hogs if they would quit the iAand. 

■ they jthc reft, the men are generally tall to*an extreme, 
1^ \*l!?Ong built ; they are of a yellowifh complexion,' with 
|toDg blAck liair, which they wore after different fafhions. 

. fbme took great pains in curling or frizzing it, others be- 
Aowed equal labour in making it fleek and flralt." Some 
tied it up in knots, and others wore it half an ell high over 
their heads, iLhding upright, with bits of wood and twigs 
jto which they faftened it. I'hc king and fome of his cour- 
tiers vrn^ two long locks which hung down bc!J»w their 
waifi.^ As to the women, they arc in general hard-hivoured, 
pf a difagi'eeable fhape, with great luofe breulfs hanging 
idown. Both fexes go quite naked, excepting a few leaves 
^tched together, which concvsl the * 

. iThey feem to be wholly devoid of religion, oeconomy, iiiduf- 
'try, and iJ'^owlene. I’hey live in the manner of brute aui- 
)^ais, taking wlia't the earth fpoiitanciuny puts foivh, with- 
out care or labour. Here is -^either fowing nor reaping, buy- 
ing nor felling, every thing being left to nature and chance. 
Nor is their regard niodcfly greater than tlieir indiifhy and 
religion ; for they life tlieir women openly before thegrcatell 
^fTemblies, and even before the king, ah''r.ugh they grcjitly 
, jreverence him, this being repimd uo ir.ai k of difrerpefl or 
mdecorum. Heic is a good bav on the foutli‘!'VK* of the 
(fUnU, in a dock undei 140 16'**^ 

ScHOUTEN fet fail from hence on Jz/f/f nth, touching 
3t no land till the 2ifl, when he fell in with a very low 
jtfland, S. S. W. in hiritudc 40® 47'. Round it v;;*- four 
fmaller illands covered wiihticcs. ’ Soon iHtcr h'l-s ci.fting 
.“anchor here he was vifited by a canoe, c»f lhf'.l.irr- “‘jotk.l as 
\hofeof the above illund. She earned four menofanuicli 
^sker complexion than any we have dellti bed, and armed 
' bows and arrows, the firfl they had feen in the Soif/A 
\ ‘C.; 'Ihcy told the fliip’s crew by figiis, that there w.is . 
•' flore land and good accommodations to the w'tflward, whcie - * 
Hhe king dwelt; upon which Schouten weighed, and fleeied 
^cording to their directions. The 2 2d he failed wcfl-by- 
Ifottlh-weft, under 40«45^ and came within fight of a clufler 
f;iBf '-I2 or 13 finall iflands, W. S. W. from them, which he 
kI^od ifbc larboardj. The 24th he faw three low iflands* 
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on the larboard, all covered with trees of various fo!^ 
he called the Green JJlandst on account of the .plW 
dure niFordci by the trees. Soon after another i| 
weft-by-north prefenicd itfclf. Upon this were fo 
ten fina'l hovels, plainly indicating that it was 
I'his they called St, John BapiifVs IJland^ becaufe 
day they difeovered it. from hence they defcrieSlr/fj 
land to th.c fouth-weft, which they took to be the jwint 
Nev) Giiimy, This they icached the fame day, and, faili 
by it, founded for anchoi age, but without fuccefs. Tw^o 
three canoes filled with incn made an attack upon the../ 
with llings. but were foon dilperfed. The*iiihabit.( 
this coaft were exceeding black, wore no covering d- 
part of their bodies, and fpoke a language quite dKjg! 
found from any of the former places they hail 
Imt not Icfs :ii licnlate and Ibnorous. All night they 
upon the ftiorc, and leemed extremely aiiprehenfive!]^ 
ihip. -STrj 5 ‘“«/R?nhitig the'y v.cienolcfa h\y, none t/ 
being perl uaded by the iitinoft ti\Uitit's either to cfl 
board, or to exchange any with the crew. 
ftanding tlicy Were tu* .'cd 'vuhall thefc marks oT k® 
they loon alfcniblcd a bovlv, a id attacked the Ihii 
ilings, which they uled with gua*- dexterity, hoKIIniJ'; 
ftinatc engagement, till ihowci-, of grapi*-ll\oi, hiedj ' 
them, kiiied 1 1 or 14. upon Wliich they difperfed. | 
fecurity feemed to Jw tiic fea. to which they fled, fw^ 
and diving wyh the agility of natives i.»f that clemcnli^ 
ever, the i - 5 \icn in the Ipng-boat found means to knoj 
lal of titem on the head they emerged out of th^ 

Some the) made prifeners, 'whom they afterwards ii” 
tor hogs and vegetables. 

aUth the Chip (et fail, aud, holding a north-wcL 
north coutlc, ti^cy ftceicfd by land till the evening, in whicl 
they ob^' "vt'd number of bajs and havens. This day the) 
{//ij.-v'/j/ry- difcoveieJ thscw iliaiids more to ihe northward, under 3' 
co-ecred. 20'. "I'iie 30Th feveral canoes put out to them ; and 

Indians y boardu<g the Ihip with peimilTiort, broke ft:i\es-B 
token of peace over their heads. Their canoes bstJ 
of tlic in rks of ait than any of the former they had fee 
them (elves feemed to be more civilized and polilheJ,*'iiotw| 
ftanding they went naked fiom the waift upwards. T| 
pretended poverty, and came only to beg not to trafnek, , 
the illand afforded great plenty of cocoa-nuts; On 
lirft Si'hoiiten anchored between an illand. two milcs<ili lengtf 
and . the continent of Niiv Gutney, where he was foon fur 
rounded by twenty canoes of the fame people wlio the djj 
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before hacf broken fheir ftave<*. By the cdnduft of thefe it 
'vould appear, that the ctremotiy performed by the others 
was intended only to lull the Eiiropeam into fecurit)', Avhcu 
they might more eafily attack them. 'J'hey l«eg-jn their de- 
lign with fixing upon the aneijot, and^>nlliiig the cable with 
their girdles, thinking todra^v I lie ihip ticiutr to them. The 
other^ame about hei' in the canoes making a general dil- 
charge from their llings. Upo a volljiy oi grapc-lhot 

was fired among them, whk h i 'aiid foi tliciell to 

flight. j 

Thl fhlp c’ontimicd I'- 'fling pei>eealflv along 

the fhore, holt-V-'J^ . On ti.e id nnder 3-' 

1 law iw l.nul J. 'i iie ;■ they law 

hk "’and, and weie c. *•' *tii (mIV cniiLiit. On 

the 4th, as they \v«.ic f i* I. \.o h ivc n entioneJ, 

they difcovei ed al^o-it mi>r in a duller, ot 

vaiious heights and ti7e'. •. moflo! tN.lo tlity iCr a-iLiboaid, 
and only three on the j ir!;( n.l. Suine were dilbnt"a mile, 

•others dhided gjily liy a nbyjw llicimli'om the rtll, all ol 
them lying under a® nv.dy. the 6ih a veiy high 
hill WM3 dcfcricfl, wlil* <i iXty took to be the mounwin O'ir- ^ 
im'nojji \n Banda bul a nearer a }-p> oath dilbovcring three 
more hills !el<.‘nTi)iing i‘, fiy. orL-f'n leagues to the north- 
ward, they were more alTi’.ed 01' »l'.c tiuth of their con- 
jeeflure. The ylh tlicy hille i lo'if'ai 'k thole high hills, 
on I'oir.e of which t>ioy (tlflovocd \o!c':nr<;, tiom wliieh 
cirenmflante they gave it rlic»n*wpe of / 'idi lud. It Vulcan's 

feemed to be well inhabirod, in;! llrK.ked with cocoas, but Ifland. 

. they could find no ane borage. 'D c people weie naked, ti- 
igjd, and fhy, fpeakiiig a iaiignage vei y dilferent from any 
they had heard, and niiintclligible to any of tha^Wacks on 
board. There appeared more il’'iiulc to *the N. N. W. but . 
the (hip held her couife to a very low ontfpthai h::^ N. W. by 
W. frt)in them. Here they obierved the water of various Coaft of 
colours, green, while, and yellow, which they aferibed toNewGui- 
the ipixtiirc of. fomc rivers pouring iiito the lea; and theney, W 
iSither, bccaufe the water was much fielher than that of the iflands 
oceniv filled with leaves and boughs, fome ot which had/"*'""" “ 
i)irds and crabs fattened upon them. Tlic 8rh they anchored * ‘ 
at a high illand in 3® 40', which feemed to be an unhealthy 
place, yieUyng nothing conflderable bcfidcs ginger. It was 
inhabited by Papoos, or blacks, whofe lidiculous fancy in 
drefs, fuperadded to their natural deformity, made them ap- 
pear highly difagreeablc. Kvery one had lomething abfurd 
about Rim, quite peculiar to himfelf. Nay, it would appear 
that nature was no lefs fpoirUc and wanton than their own 
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humour and caprice ; for the featyresi limbs, ^ and«iiK, had 
nothing of a refemblance, or any certain national criterion. 
Round their necks they wore firings of hogs teeth ; their 
nofes and ears were perforated for rings to w^lch were fuf- 
pended thofe ineillmabie jewels the hogs teeth. Their hair 
was lliort and frizzled, their features infipid and dead, and 
the whole turn of face and fymmetry of parts, fuch as^ould 
not fail to difgufl. Nor were the women a whit more agice* 
able than the men, they preferving the fame manners, and 
being Aamped with the fame unhappy and forbidding figure. 
They built their huts upon ftakes eight or nine‘*teet fioin the 
ground, which feenicd to indicate an unhealthy dampnefs or 
moifture 

On the 9th they anchored in a more convenient bay 
fathom, with a fandy bottom mixed with clay. There were 
two villages of rlie [jatives near the Ihorc, from whence they 
brought .iua‘ cocoa-nuts to the (hip, b’ut kept them at 
fo high a price, that there was no bartering with them. Hut 
now, after failing for feveral days along this co^ft, they wcic 
unable to determine whiJier or no it was aKw Cidney, At 
firft, from the four high hills, they were affured they had 
got to Banda^ in which however they were miftaken, as ap- 
peared by the continent that ran along to the foiithward. 
Neither did their charts agree, nor their opinions of the 
lands they had in profp^ft, wliich for the moft part llretched 
N. W. by Notwithftanding this fcruple, they ftill con- 
tinued a W. ’..W. conrfc alufig the Hiorc, by which, and the 
afliftance of^ a gentle current, they made 2" 58' by the iztli 
at noon. 

The 13th and 14th they purfued the fame direction, hav- ' 
ing fon:’*^"ncs very high and fometimes exceeding low lancl 
in view. On the'^i5th they reached two low iflands about 
half a leap,”" from the land, and under 2° 54' S. lat. Now 
they had good anchoring at 46 fathom; and, feeing the 
country was well /locked with cocoa-nuts, the boat and /hal- 
lop well armed were fent on fliorc. They weie obferved by 
the Indians, who gave them a warm reception witli 1 heii«* 
flings and arrows, wounding 16 of the men, and obliging 
them to fly with p'ceipitation to the fliip, without having 
leifnre to try the eftccU of their fire-arms. The i6th Schon^ 
ti'K failed in between both iflands, and dropped anchor in 
nine fathom water. The fame day the boat well armed landed 
upon the Icflcr illand, fet Arc to feme villages, and c'sfirricd 
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off a boo^ of coGoa*nuts. Henceforward the natives be- 
came more peaceable and gentle, for, on the following day, 
they came with cocoa-nnts, bananas, ginger, and a yellow 
root which they ufe for fatfron. After the quarrel wasmadp 
up, they ventuied on board, exchanging the produft of the 
iiland for old nails and beads. On the 1 8th they brought on 
boar(^>rodigious quantities of cocoa-nuts, bananas, callava, 
and papada. I'he two lafl were inferior to what js found 
in the Indies^ but the ufe to which it is applied is the 
fame, both baking it into large round cakes, which they ufe 
for bread, o 

Tiii^ Icfler iHand, which lies the moft eaftwnrd, the na- Mofa 
tives call Mofiif and to the other they gave the name of J».lfland. 
/i/7. • The third irtand is by much the largeft, Handing itl^uc 
five leagues from the coaft of New Cviney. This they call|fl^({. 
by the name Jrmerta. Schouten naturally concluded, that 
thefe iflands had. been vifited before h^-^ropeanSf for the 
natives were not terrified at the difeharge ot nre-arms, 
a number of Spanijb pots and jars were feen among them, ^j-inch 
This fufpition ivas the more -confirmed, becaufe thofc favages ctmmwh 
did not exprefs the fame wonder at fhe fight of thelfhip, ^ caUtiKi- 
fhew an equal curiolity to pry into every particular, as oth^s meja, »r 
to whom it was a novelty ; which however did not feem to Arimoa. 
proceed from ftirpidity, or jvant of fenfibility. 

The 2 1 ft Schstiten failed along by the north -weft land, 
and at noon made 13^ The current drove him then to a 
cliiftcr of iflands, where he anchored at ^.3/athom, with 
ftorms of rain and thunder atmight. Gettin^^pder fail oa 
the 23d, he was overtaken by fix great canoes from the land, 

. bringing with them dried fifh, cocoas, bananas, and tobacco, 

'"-ith a fmall fruit refembling pruins. The natives of an- 
other ifland brought china, porcelane, an^ raw fu^if to bar- 
ter. I'heib people, like moft of the barbarians, were fond 
of iron nails and bends, which they received at high price. 

7 'hey were remarkably diftinguifhed from any Indians the 
Dutch had yet feen, by their orange complexion, and pro- 
digious ftature and ftrength. Sdme wore long hair, others 
' fhort, but the language of the whole was diftinA from that 
of the other iflands. Their arms were bows and arrows, 
and 'the chief ornaments of their perfons confided of glafs 
e.ir-rings of difFcrcnt colours ; a fure proof that this ifland 
was knowft before to Europeans, 

Bf.iNG under thirty minutes, on the 24th they fteered 
N. W. and W.* S. W. coafting along a pleafant ifland, on 
which they beftowed the name of J:c/;etf/r//,*calHn^the weft Schouteu 
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point of It the Ca}r df Good Hcf>c (H^- This fee^s to be 
the' fiiitie ifland which is'dilVmguiflied In moft maps by the 
Horn name of Horn JJIand. On the 27 th a great extent of un-' 

Ifland. even liind appeared on the larboard, lying S. S. W. by W. 

The 26th three more jflands were difeovered, ftrctching N. 
W. By W. On the 29th Schiiten was under 29 minutes, 
leaving fight of large trafts of land to' the foil th war J,^fome 
high, forrit’ low, by whlch he paffed ndi th-weft. The 29th an 
earthquake was felt, which ftiook the (hip wifh fuch violence, 
that the men ran frighted upon deck, imagining Ihe had ftriick, 
and bulged on a rock. Upon tii il it appealed, however, that 
the fca in that part was unfathomable, from whence they con- 
cluded it to be the fhock of an eai fhquaift. On the 30th Sthoti- 
ten prt into a laigebay, but, finding no pa/Hige, he rct^Nsed 
to a noriliern courfe. Here theflvin was again violently agi- 
tatcfl, the ftiock being immeJiaicly fnrcecded by loud and 
terrible cj:uj'-'jLiC.^h^'..dcr, with hidlsof ligoriing which they 
appi'ehfitJ.'v-d would have let the fails on fiie, had not a de- 
luge of rain pomed dev.n iqv.n rhuni. T'hc they palTcd 
the cc].'an)r, flcciing di^e no.Mi j and. bc^ig' ahr.oli fur- 
rounded w'lih lind, they aiKhrrc'i at lafarliorn, near a de- 
fidate illaiid that Aood dofe to tijc v' uilinent. .'/.vj;/// iH 
they made I i;' N. lat. going v.iih a dole to 

the 1 itid, where they dropped ..v.u hoi bcc’iifc of a calm. 
On the 3d ihcy n'lidc 35^ N. iar. wl-;c*»*c they law fevcMl 
A 'hales and tortoill.N, By which time :hi \ concluded they 
were at the cv^tiof tiic continent, .and pall the coal! of Alrt/ 
aflM'ha\irig faijcd aldngit for :So leagues*. 

I'o pu.-iue the voy«ge farther would be riefpafling npf'u 
our d'^'dgu, vd^Kh is no other tlian ro throw a.s much ligh. 

npoii the navigation ro th^ Xyti* Sen, .nud f*!v 
a'tcrp.'.Vo !incl :i, continent unvards the foiilh. With ihi^- 
'lew ii wjs ncf’clTary to be minute in relating tlie bearing', 
fiur.uling's) courfe of the lands and ifland.'’, a.s wcil as the 
nature ot the t\I:ids>. However tedious this joiunal may ap 

^ Vcl flilioTe dcs Navigation aux Terrci 
1 111. >1 'RKi*'h Coll Voy. vol. 1. p. 5b. 

'H) 'The Frif/CA.' compiler feedy, but of a plcafant tafic. 
Oi»'Vrvcs/,oir. tlic journal of the It was an aquatic, and greatly 
lit ;j 1 iii.ita, i.. at lj„'rc they found refcnibling a fpeyits of water 
a truu 01 iiB or.iugu colour, and melons which is produced in 
fi.r.pc 0. .1 irolon, cvtrcnicly the / tyiritones (1^. 

. /w 7. ;. ;-i, p. ^ :.i. 
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pear to a fuperiidai reader, the deep thinker will tbrm ati* < 
uther judgment of it, as it gives room for nfetul and cu- 
rious reflations and inferences. In order to render, the 
, journal as ufeFul as podible, and to aififl the reader, we fhall r 
beg leave to fubjoin the following remarks. The lirft Is, Rejitaiws 
that Schouten^i voyage ieems to point out a kind of naviga- , 
tion c;jpable,of great improvement, and to which perhaps vojage. 
no nation has a better title chan Oreat Britain^ as the South 
Si\i company would feem tb be originally eftablifhed chiefly 
with the view to make new dil'covcrics in the Pacific Ocean, 
which might iwcll fupply the lofs of the y/Jicttio U'ade.' 

2dly, The obfoi*vatioiis of Schoutm with regard to the varia- 
tions o: the cfi.-npafs, the tides, winds, and mountarns, plain*^ 
ly point our n continent larger and more extenlive than has 
hitherto been ilifrovered of New Cutney or New Holland 
the latter lying fo much out of his courfe, ns nor to afllvftf 
him with any Qf the above circumflaP4g,s8. 3dly, The 
climate, the face of the country, the commodities brought 
on board, and the rcfemblancc between the natives of the difr 
rcicnt iflands and thofe of well known parts of the fiaji In* 

' theSf are fure proofs that they merh attention. Admitting 
tliar at picfent thc7 do not produce fpices, and the moll va^ ^ 

! liable commodities, yetis it highly reafonable, if we may 
aipue from analogy, that .they are equally capable of pro- 
tliK'iii^‘ them as the Moluccas. 4thly, It the vicinity and 
iealoufy of the Duhh and ’Sjjaniards fhould be objefled 
.I'rainll the polfibility of eftablilhing fettlemev.rs in them* we 
inuv anfw'cr, that the fuperioity of our (Icet^ ,and the vi- 
gour which for fomc time has reigned in our adminiflration, 

• will be lufiicient to proreft them againll infults; nay more, 
i^'at it will be the intereft of moft nations in Eurof>c and the 
Kail to coniireaance a commerce which mi^ nccci 7 aifly ieflen 
the price of fome of the moft valuable commodities. 5th, 

'Fhe great argument againft eftablifhing a fettlcu/cnt in the 
South Sea is the difficulty of a pafllige cither through the 
Streipfiis of MageUan, the Streights of Le Biaire, or by 
^doiO^ing Cape Horn ; and yet exj^ricnce (hews, that the in- 
con vciiicncies fiiftaincd by thofe who made that voyage arofe 
niorcdrom a wi-ong conduit than from the natural difficulties 
c»l if. If people go at a wrong feafon of the year, embar- 
ralFed with fuperfluities, and deftltute of neceflaries, with an 
old, feeble^ and decrepid crew, why lliould we draw any 
conrlufions from thence prejudicial to the defign ; or indeed 

any other, thaiT that fiich projects were direfted either by 

» 

t Vide preceding voyage, p. *76. 
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weak heads, or corrupt hearts ? If Otmmodote^Afffin fy^lpd, 
jpwas owiagoot to his owa imprudence^ but. to cW of hi» 
fiiperiors. If la Maire had better fortune, it ,can only be 
attributed to the vdfer meafures purfiied by hiscopiUtuents., 
Laftly, As complaints are every day utt^ed of the decay, ^ 
commerce, of ihereAri^tions upon trade by exclunvecharter?# 
of its being overAockedt and fuch-lUte, can diere be ^joiore 
probable profpeA of opening new . marts, and giving full 
Icope to the labour andinduAry of die nation, than by mak- 
ing fettlements in fome of the iAands of the South Sea, and, 
by their means, difcloiing a new and extenfive fource of 
wnlth and maritime power i Perhaps we haveloA the faireA 
oecaAon for this, when the Ane iAaod of Juan FerrnnJez 
Ibiight have been feizcd from the AuggiAi Spaniards, ^ho 
could poinbly have no other motive for keeping it out of t(he 
hands of the Sritijb merchants, than that by ‘means of it 
they would be ab\^jto render the Philippine^, lefs valuable to 
the exowvL osT^pain. This occaAon, it is true, is paA; but 
it may again return, and this hint may not be uiclefs if it 
Aiould be the fate of Britain fie be again involved in a quar- 
rel with Spain, To dmclude our remarks, we Aiall only 
obferve, in anfwer to an objedlion which may be Aarted, 
viz, that the difeoveries hitherto made in the South Seas 
conA A only of fmall iAands, or 0 / a contindbt not AiAiciently 
examined. This, in our opinion, is faying nothing, if it be 
admitted that fueb of shefe iAands as have been thoroughly 
examined, arc inhabited ; and that the continent, not fuAi- 
ciently knOf'''^.i, is fo Atuated as to juAify our conjeffures. 
It is, in Aiort, no more than .faying, that it is imprudent to 
attempt the difeovery of countries &om whence tnere is not . 
a fure profpe^^ of immenfe proAts; which, in part, is a/Arqs* 
ing, thft'^nre are qpc to attempt difeoveries at all. Had man- 
lund always ixKifoned thus, we Aiould have Aill relhained more 
ignorant oC' the Eafi and Wefi Indies than we are of the South- 
ern Continent ; and what the confequences would have been, 
may appear from the conAderation of the diAerent circum- 
iblgipcs of things Ance thofb difeoveries were made (1).^ 

Iffj It may not tc difagree- lity ' of forming an univerfal 
able to our readers to fee a Aidft language. At leaft it (hews, 
vocabulary of the language of that nature diAates the fame 
Ciirff^,' as the'many aw expreflions for the fame feeU 
fnaiopaias, or refemblances of ings, however different the 
founds to the things they re: progrefs of ^ime they ' may 
prefent throughout all nations, prove by corruptions and re- 
leeros to point out the poffibi- nnements upon language. It 

* cannot 
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' Tb coaiAii'thofe ooiSeQures,' it may ^ neuAry lo'g^ t ' 

(hiM‘t abllt^ of iboie other voyages to the SoiitkStust VfMk 
inMdiM to make new difcoveries, and examine the;jnMcli‘of 
fomcit jbtfrnals. Of theie one of the moA curious is fhkt 
performed by Francis Pelf art ^ who fullered fhipwredLonihe 
030(1 of A'tfw /Ts/Zend. 

In the year 1620 the Dutch Ea/i India company* animated 
by the prtdigibus returns of wealih made by the fleet i^derPelfartV 
Gdnicni Gufentier, were- induced to equips Aill larger 
for the' fame voyage. Among thefe was the Batavia^ Cap-f^^*^' 
tain Pel/art, Who was feparated from the reft of the (quadron 
on the 4th of June, after having doubled theCii/v ^ *** * 

ffofe. The ftorm continuing with great fury for feveral days, 
the Batavia was driven quite out m her Courfo, and at length 
ftruck upon (hoals in the latitude of 28^ fouth, the feme 
which the Dutch charts call the Jbrelkoes if Houtman, Pei* 
fart was fick in*jed when this accident <Buppeped, but, per- 
ceiving the (hip had ftruck, ran upon deck. It was foen 
night, the weather tolerably ferene, the moon bright, the 
courfe they fteered north-eaft- 1 )y-noia;h. Under fnjl fail. The 
fea, as far as they could dir*iOver it, was covered with a white 
froth, which occafioned various opinions on board, previous 
to the accident ; fpme imagining that its whitenefs was occa- 
fioned by the refleflion of the moon ; others, that it was a 
froth raifed by the late commotion of the waters; while 
others attributed it to the great nuniber of (hoals and rocks 
which broke the waves. Pdf^ charged tlie mafter with 


cannot be denied, but men of 
all countries give appellations 
tc animals in imitation of the 
founds they utter, and that dif- 
tinguiili their voice from other 
animals. The examples of this 
are without number in every 
language, and here only have 
we a true primitive fpeech, and 
roots. It would be eafy to 
carry this notion to a high de- 

f ree oi fatisfaftion, but it would 
e a 'digreiTion foreign to our 
purpofe. 

Vocabulary. 

A beii — I - Cw9. 

A hook — — ^ jMtJl, 

A king — Laliew* 

A cocoa nut -■ lamas. 


Water — — Doft^ Daam, 
A filh — — Hijfon, 

A leaf of a tree or plant, Kern* 
^ Po, 

A boat or wherry — B^k, 
Iron — — •> Hirtu. 

The head — Sa, 
The nofe — — Nljiii, 
Thp eye — — Tutingaa, 
The teeth — — Tjaag, 

The neck — P^on, Jrtag, 

The hair Niheage, 

The hand — Umang, 
The foot ■■ - ■ Meieigu, 

The breads — Soufw, 
Thebefty Bahng, 

In the French voyages we haye 
a Ipne lift of words. Which it 
would be tedious to mention. 

the 
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the Ms of the (hip, whoe^tcufed himfelf by protefiations of 
his'ihavkig done his duty ivith oai^ and' diligence. The' 
queftion then was, 'What next Was to be done r Afterfound- ' 
ing, it was refolved to throw thdr catinoti ov^bdard, add * 
calc the (hip as much af po/Tible, hoping by this to 'get her 
afloat again. While they were thus cn^ged, another ter- 
rible Aorm of wind and rain arofe, Which made them dcfpair 
bf (afiety araidA furrounding rockd. After cutting away the 
maiii^maA^ and taking entity other precaution to (ave the 
Aiip, nt was at length detc^ined to abandon her, and endea- 
vour with the long-boat to reach a defolate antf rocky illand, 
at the ’diAl^fce of- three 'feagiies from Aiore. The maAer, 

. with the 4 ong-boat, being feiit to CKamihe the foundings, re- 
turned Wiih intelligence, that landing wmild be dilhciilt ; 
however, advifing it as expedient, and the' laA reiburce. 
The women and children, ' with fome provi lions,.' were lirA 
put on IhovCfc^and^Shs in two or three trip!? the greater pkrt 
of the crew, about* twenty • barrels of beef, bread, and a 
fe^v calks of water, this article being forgot in the general 
confufton, were got on ^orc ' About 20 perfons male and 
female u creda’nded on the fiualler inand,‘and 180 upon rhe 
' greater, .70 Aill remaining on board the ihip in a mo A de- 
plorable condition, the Hoop being unable to w’earher the 
Aorm, after levcr.ll attempts. ' Thcfc, however, found means 
to reach' the.'lilands in tlie'fldtF or the Hoop, which, by means 
of’ rift*?* they liad made out of planks. The whole 
company ofl^boih illunds amownted now to 270 perfons, 
among wlitm tJicre w'cie no more than forty gallons ol 
water. . Thc HrA inquiiy*, therefore, was after fome brook or 
fpriu^; in' v.'liiJi, .if Ur the rnoA diligent fcu!vh, they Were 
difappo[nrcd.‘ On t’lc fmali'iila'rtd the men began to mur- 
mur that the rapfciiii did not put to fca in feavcli of fome 
illand tliat might fupply their wants j and, tliis was fooii re- 
lolved on,^tlioin»Ii Peljait parted fiom the crew with the 
utmoA grid'. flithertQ-.thcy had imagined the iHand barren 
and. dcJblate ; but a few^ favages, that appeared at fome 
diAance.-eonvim'ed them that the greater illand was'^niffl* 
bited. Thck barbarians had long, Arait^ black hai^r, and 
■vi^ertt naked all oTer. ' , . ' 

/•V gofs in pnLsART, .'(ccordhig.td the lal6 refoktion formed, put to 
/'k-^«"*^^fcain the floop,’ 'well maiih^d, and provided as* well as the, 
/3 Batavia. Aeni^ Acres ^would permit FirA he took an^obfervation, 
by which he found they were in* the lati,iude of j 3'. 
Then he^carefally examined all the little neighbouring 
iflandav but,- fliKling no witter, he continued his coiA'fe, and 
foon got fight of the doutiaciit, which appealed to lie fix- 

- teen 



A Hifiory^^ tU 3pi^ 

tee^;|iulefi lf* W. otthc pi^e where, the fliip (hruck. On 
the pth of 2(ie& ,he ^uiid .hunl^ ^bree 

laad^ on w^^h ^ ^c4 all day, north, imjopifi-' 
times in a w^er}/^'djfe^ioB, thd i^ii^try apj^n^lqw,, 
najced> and rpcKy. By the ]4th 'he^fohud /by 
tion, that he was in latitude ^4'°,' hating coated £QlP&’yi;i:^ 
d^s without being able to put to ftiore. The nKn, impa- 
tient of longer delay, trufting to fhdr dexterity in (Wiiipinlng,, 
got to ihqre witli much difficulty,* the Hopp,; keqplng'her ' . 
ftation in' the mean while as*ne^„as bo^le*, 'After a viuo 
fcarch, they returned *to the veflel wtinout having feeh anj 
thing befides^ a few favages, rcfembhpg ihofe’thsjt had ifre- 
fented themfelves ,on the IQand. On the '1 6th, ^t^^epa^ing 
a confidcrable way farther, they put a^in to fhorc, had 
the good fortune to meet with fome rain water in the defts 
of rocks, than which nothing coUld 1^ moie feafodahje, their 
ftock of water being exhaimed, and the crew rqady tp ex- 
pire with thir/l'. Under 22® 17^ th*K landed agairi, but 
found no water, nqr fuccefs in their enpeavoufs to'COme to a 
conefpondence with eight of the mitives that approached 
within mufket-fhoi of them. After having all this while 
beat about to no purpo^ the refiftatiorf 6t going’ to 'Bata- 
via was at lafl taken. Inis rclfar1{ looked updii 41s the only , 
poffible means of faviug the hands with him, as wdl' as the 
remainder of th'6 crew left upon the i’flands. After Various 
difficulties he at length arrival on the coaft of Java, ivhere 
he fell in with a Dutch (hip; iu which he went to Batavia \ 
to obtain relief from the governor for his* unhappy' Compa- 
nions. ' 

During the abfence of Pclfart, jero^n Cornelius, a fiiper- An account 
cargo, after fome villainous aftidns, obtained fo much power of the reft 
amoug the crew left on the iflands, that, after forming them of the crew 
into a fmall but ill-conftitutcd coinraunity, he ’prdfcrfiiMl for 
himfelf lOe name and authority of captain -general. All the 
hardlhips they had fuUaiiicd, although they e 5 itecd ddferip- 
tion, did not deprefs the wild ambition and turbul^ fpi- ^ ^ 
rit of this man. A great number, however, refufii^ to 
a^Jmowlege the ufurper, made their cfeape to a third 
• ifland, after having about thirty of their number butchered 
by ^rdcr of Cornelius, The reft kept their ground, and de- 
fended the illand againfl alf th<f attempts of Cornelius, till 
Pelfart arrived in the Sur^Lin frigate from Batavia. Hi \vas Pelfart 
greatly fiM-prifed to find thell mifcrable remains 'accumuiating returns* 

•• Hift. dcsTNavigat. aux Terres Auflrales, T. i.‘ p. 45i--i56. 
il ARRIS, T. i. p. 322. •' ' »> 
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t^dr sdifortuiies by die melk Ihoekaog fnlfieh difisdum^i 
ai^ hofUBties^ However, thefis heiboft oomiicMJiy a f|£- 
rited exerdemof his andi^ty^ by pettiagidieurkilcU^ to 
immediate death, and taSdng every other Bieafiire fdquSdte 
for tiw ddety of the whole ; after which he retarned,- anl ar« 
rived fefe in Bataina K 

IteJbBians We (hall only remark upon this voysge, tbat| from the 

M iht fituadoQ of the coaft, it is certain it could be no iother*but 
that of New ffeUand, which hitherto had been very imper- 
fefUy examined. Iliere had, indeed, been fome rumours 
concerning the inhabitants of this continent, which the re- 
lation of Pel/art proves to be falfe. It was that when 
fome Dutch Ea/i Indiamen attempted to land here, they were 
oppofrd by a gigaittic race of men ; whereas Pelfart met with 
no oppofition but from the rocks, and (aw no inhabitants be- 
iides a few naked, timid, and miferable natives, not exceed- 
ing the ordinary Hze. By this (lory, ouf former conjeffure 
receives further conflRiation, (ince fo romantie'a tale could be 
calculated for no other view than to deter other nations 
from venturing into tho(e feas, or making difeoveries on the 
continent. Behdes, fartbfr proofs appear as well from the 
general condufl of the Dutcht as «from the mylierious air 
they gave to the fuccefs of that (hip which touched upon Car^ 
penter's Land in South latitude lo** 36', and returned with a 
confiderable quantity of gold, fpices, and other valuable 
goods. To prevent this accident from engaging other na- 
tions in the enterprize, the Dutch gave out, that this cargo 
was not the ^duce of New Holland, but taken up out of the 
wrecks of an India (hip caft away on that coaft ; altho* this 
was direfUy oppodte to the account given by the officers and 
Tailors, till th^ were (Uenced by authority. This jplaufible 
tale, howoser, received more credit from the repulle which 
fome other (hips affirmed they met with on that coaft a few 
years after, ^ut as the public never were favoured with par- 
ticular and attefted journals, no great credit can be given to 
fuimifes inconiiftent with themfelves, and with this account 
of Pelfart \ but tallying exaO-ly with the intereft and views of 
Che Dutch Eafi India company. The great objeA of ftiisr 
company has ever been to engrofs to themfelves the richejft 
commerce of the Indtee, and to exclude not only other naciqns 
from it, but even to prevent their own from making fuch dif- 
coveries as might be prejudicial to the lucrative trade they 
carry on. Another maxim with them is,' to make the 
luccas, and iftands depending on them, a frontier to pm*<nt 
* Hiftoire des Voyages aux Terres Auitrales, ibid. Hasais, 
nbi fup. 
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or Mi0K^^ HotbdoDg^ to tlio cgo^Mgrii 
freiit lurHgMiag tfaoio leas with tecortq^ becpoiiog ac* 
qii«imedwldi;w raids, asdics; uid.taittr^of'ibd, .idch 
vhkh 'fhe eondneat nu^ abound. This* witf bi more lob- 
tiotts after the reader has perofied die voyages of : 71 ^icir, 
Xoggewin, and Dan^Ur. Hence it as apparent, diitt the, 
company are fatisfied they have alrea^as much territory and 
trad^ they can well condufi and de^d ; and that extend- 
ing either would be only Iclliming their value. Nothing, 
therefore, but either the decline of their Ettfi Eidia trade, or 
their apprehenfions that fome other nations will uke the ad- 
vantage of their indolence, will oblige th^ to exert them- 
felves in making fettlements in the Southern Continent, or 
further dilcoveries in Nnu HoUand and Nevf Guimyt or any 
of the adjacent iflands. 

, SECT. IILo. 

Containing the voyages of Captains' Tafman and Dam- 
pier to New Guiney •«»</ New Holland. Their 
relations of the nativef^ foil^ climate^ and*other par* 
ticulars ; with gener4l refle&ions upon the different 
occurrences of the voyages (A). 

I N the month of Augufi 1642, Captain Janfen.Tafinan 
(iiiled from Batavia with the Ihips Heenfiirk and Zee* 
haan. On September Sth, he arrived at Mauric^^andin the 
lat. of 20®, and long, of 83® 48^ finding the iflShd 50 Ger* 

man 

“(A) We will beg leave to difcovcrcd bvPrrfrN«^->, which 
obfcrve, that the great difcove- bea» his There were 

rics made by the Dutch in the alfo feveral other ^ysges, of 
fouthern countries were fubfe- which we have acrounts ; but 
quent to the voyage and difeo- that the Dutch were conftantl v 
very of Jacques Le Maire. In defeated by the natives in all 
1618^ that part of Teira Au» thdr attempts to penetrate the 
flralii, which the Djitch call Sosahern Continent, Indeed they 
Comeoryia, was difeovered. A. appear to have unanimoufly 
1619 ^ the land of Ede/s re. fuppreAed many journals, which 
ceived its name from the firft might refleA great light upon 
difeoverer. In 1622, that part this fubjeA. This lots we will 
of Nefw Heltmuit which goes by endeavour to fupply by . the 
the sane of Lewins Land, was * journals of Dangtier, Roggewin, 
frd found out ; andt in the year and particularly of Ta/aantWho 
1627, a, country between Mw made an cxaA Turvey^of the 
lioUaud and A/w Guinea was coati. We arc to d by tiic 

French 
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left Maurice yiand on the 9th ot.Phpier, lbc^^ ,fonch to 
the lat. 40“ 4 .when he defcried a. v^JWtiao of' the, compafs 
equal to 23, 24, 250, till the 2ad Otlshrt that he came under 
lat. 45® 47' S, long. 89® 44, wheie the nccdte changed to 
26045' towiH-ds, the ^veft. From the faift vaiiation he con- 
tinued an eafterly courfe, inclining a little to die S. (B). 

By the 6th of November he was in 49® 4' S. lat. a'ld in the 
long, of 1140 56^ At this time the variation was 260 to 
the wdilwajd. November the i5ih, lie arrived in lat. 44® 


French compiler, that this jour- 
nal was originally written in 
Dutch, and in. but few hands, 
till a French tranflatiuii of it ap- 
peared by fomc accident. This 
has fince been proved faithful, 
by coinpnrinp, it w^ih the origi- 
de^ hianri^. auxlenes 
JuflraUit V'. i p. 450. 

(D) Ab C'.iptaiu 'lajmcui was 
curious in remarking tjif varia-' 
tions of the necuK', :t may not 
be diiagreeable to the reader, 
that we take this opportunity 
of explaining the nature of this 
truly elegant invention, that 
the importance of the Captain-s 
remarks may appear %vich che:r 
full clearntds and force. 

It is well known chat the 
needle poiiito direc^liy north on> 
ly in a few places, and pw-rhaps 
not con Handy in them, liigc- 
jieralT’ii incline* a little mber 
call or w'cil, whence arife the 
terms trpern and n.o,JJe}-n iUcli- 
7iaihn. This variation was at 
firlt attributed to excavations or 
hdllows in the eatth. nr tq veins 
of lead, iron-ore, Hone, and 
pther fuch caufes. When it 
was afterwards difeovered by 
repeated experiments, that this 
variation varied, it was con- 
cluded that none of the affign- 
cd caufe.s were adequate to the 
effedl : fince, according to them, 
the yariacioa would altvays be 
the fame in the fame places 


which is contrary to experience. 
Ileic, fur iiillance, at London, 
yf. 1580, the variation wasob- 
iVrved to be n” tj Eaft. In 
16.66, it was 34' to the Weft; 
and, in 1734, fomewhat more 
than I* Weft. I'o find the va- 
riation. With all polfible exami- 
ne fs, mariners take the follow- • 
ing method. They mark by 
the coinpafs the point the fun 
ds in aftejr its nfing, then tak- 
ing its altitude. In the after- 
noon they obferve .vhen the fun 
comc:> Cl) file fame altitude, and 
tno point it IS in by the corii- 
paf-. The diftorence then be- 
tween that and. the north or. 
fouch upon the card, which is 
pointed out by the needle, is 
the variation of the coinpaH-. 
and Ihcws how much the north 
and fouth given by the com,) ifs 
deviates fiom the true north 
and fouth points' of chehoiiy.on. 
Hence it is ncceffary, in order ' 
to afccrcain the variation, and 
the variation of that variation 
of the compafs, to have, from 
time to time, diftinft 'Bco/irn*'* 
of the variation as it is obferv'-'' 
cd in different places.^t is true, • 
the Ingenious Dr. Haffty fjives 
a curious hyp&thetical lolu- 
tion of this ma^tef ; but as it is 
founded upon its ' agreement 
with obfenratiori, vft may con- 
clude that this ibrfof experi- 
ence is neceftary. * 
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adit'dMMhvcvtfy 4 ^, dUea ip hmig. t|^, .it 

no.ttOFp thimitopl^legKes. Oa the the &eedM(iiir4s 
Is eosthnel agitatioa, without reftmg iftssy oC' die 
paints ; whence he coacliKled that foqie alines iroa-oie, 6 lr 
loadAone, was not hu diifauit (C). Thea4'th, ia.lhelau^ 

4a* 25' S. and long. 1630 50', he difcosml land at the-di* New 
ftanc^ dF ten ttUes, which- he loiew mnft ^ Ntv Holland, hud. 


This Good he called Van Dua/un’i Land. The oompaft 
pointed right towards land, while he fleered S. E. along the 
€oaft, to 440 S. where the land mss away E. and afterwards ' 
N. £. and by N. In the lat. of 43* 10' S* long, idy* 55', 
he anchored on the lA of December in a bay which he called 
FrederickHenry Bay. There he heard, or fiinded he heard, Henry% 
the found human voices on the fhore, but could fee no* Bay. 
body. Nothing occurred here that merited notice, befides a 
number of fine trees, meafuring two or two fathoms and a Vmarke 
half in circumfeidhce, and from do to d^^et in height from 
the root to the branches. They found fteps cut out in 
trunks, in order to climb up the birds ; whence they 
.concluded that either the inhabitan.s muft be of an extra* 


ordinary ftature, or that they had a method of climbing 
peculiar to theinfelves. In one cd the trees the fteps ap- 
peared fo recent, ihat they could not have been cut above 
three or four days. The marks of wild beafts were obferved 
in the fand, but no human velliges ; they believed them to 
be the prints of a tyger's feet. After gathering feme gum 
and bark off the trees, making remarks upon the'^es, which 
ebb and flow about three feet, after difeoverin^ fmoke at 
feme difiance, ereflinga wooden pillar, on which every man 
carved his name, and holfting a flag at the top, he weighed 
adbhor on the 5 th oi December y only obferviog thst here> 


(C) This obfervation may ther irregular, and ^e needle 
feem to contradid what we playing round the cojoipaf, 
have before advanced concern* Captain Tafman'i conjedure 
ing the variation, and its caufes. may confiftebtly enough be ad* 
Hggiarer, when the remark is mitisd. Yet we mufi own that 
• attentively confidered^ every we think it a point far from^ be- 
difiiculiy will vanifh. When iK proved, that foch things 
we aflert that veins of loadftone oScGl the loaditone at a dr- 
a^ not upon the needle, and are fianoe. This might indeed be 
not the caufes of variation, it eafily determined, as there are 
if to be MuderAood of the qon* nines of loadftone not only in 
ftant variation of a few degrees the tftand of Elba on Che coaft 
,to theeaft.orto the weft. Bat. ofYss^eey, but like wife ia other 
where the variation is alcoge- parts of Europe. * 


Mod. Hist. Vol. XI. U 


ill 



, itt 41^ ^4^ S. Ut lo^. the oompflfK ▼ttied t^thrietf de- 

j^re^ealtwardf Diemen'i lafid, lid refolded 

' to fteer eaft to theloagitude of in hopnes ofdil^eiing 

the idflitids of SokmM *. * V 

* DeceHiber pih, he -was ill the tot. of 42* 37' S; 2nd in 

the longitude of 175*’ 2$', the varitftloa being 5* oalhvard. 
The i3thii ie the lati of 42® 10^ S. long: 19^28', he found 
the variation 7 ® 3^' when he dHhoVered h 4 iigh 
mountainous country /marked in the charts under the ntaie 
New of Nlew Zealand. After coafting along the (hOre till the 1 8th, 

Zealand, and then being Sn the lat. of 40* 50^ S.'long. lpi« 41', he 
anchored in a fine bay where he omrved the variation to be 
Dr/cnp^ po jjcpg Jig fligt -with a great number of the ha- 

tives, a well-built robuft people, with houfe voices, but no- 
tnkubu- thing fapernatural in their liee. They would hot approach 
within mufqtfet-ftiot of the (hips, but continued at a dl- 
fiance, playing npon a kind of inllrument refembling a 
trumpet, which the Hollanders returned by the bed mude 
their (hips a(d>rded. The complexion of this people was a 
mixture of brown and yelloxv their hair long, and almoft as 
thick as that of the ^hpanefe, which they combed up, and. 

, fixed in a knot on the crown of' the head, with a nail or bit 
of ivory. They covered the middle of their bodies fame 
with a mat, others with a Woollen cloth* leaving the upper 
part of it, as W'cll as from the middle of the thigh down- 
wards, quite naked. In a few days they became Mder and 
more familiar ; at laft venturing on board the Commodore’s j 
ihip, irt o/ier to trade wdtb the fenmen. Tafman was ihen'^ 
on board'anotherihip, and, obfm^ing it, fent the lhallop to 
advertlfe the creW of a furprife, and to put them on their 
guard. The fhallop was inflan tly attacked with great fi^ry 
by the Ravages, ^ho killed three out of the feVen on board, 
and obliged the others to (live their lives by fwimining. The 
crews v<;9uld certhinly have taketl their revenge, had not a ‘ 
fucceeding florm prevented it, and obliged the commodore 
to bear away from this incommodious fiatlon, alter giving it 
Murther- the appellatioB of the Murtherers Bay, The country ap- 
ers Bay. peared ricb, fertile, and well fituated j but the foulhelstui^ 
the weather hindered Tajhian from making further pbferva- 
tions ; and indeed of getting clear of the coall. 

On the 24th, the wind not permitting him* to continite a 
*']i5rtherA courfe, doubts arifiiig whether he (hopld be able to 
find a pafTage on that fide, and a fiood coming in from the 

o 

■ IJlARRiSfl. 22. l.i. c. i.b« 1 .t.i. Hill. desNavigat. loco 
citato. 

fouth- 



cdfidiiMf JNi t«p tv vetom to. the 
bay jE'biM the vrio^ eomhig miiiA'nooonib)e''<air .iJio:a'6tb, 
oiade. him porfoe his former cour0»> ^leerijwiictffhv wifo a 
foiali inclination to the weft. On the 4di of fAmtgf. 
inlat. 340 3^ S. long. ioi« 9', he failed quiM |to cape 
which lies N. W. where he found fhe dot r 0 m ftbm^ the 
N. E. whencehe joyfully ioforred that he had at w foottd a 
paflhgh* There was in. the ftieight an hUnd, to which he 
gav^ the name of TArte Kingt. This he doubled with in- 
tention to rcfrefti the crews ; but, as he approached the cape, 
the Teamen oerceived 35 pe^ns, apparently of large ftaturc, 
though the mftance prevented their making any particular 
obfervations. They likewife iiOs^ned they difcovensd Uige 
clubs in their hands, that they were quite naked, and hid* 
looiug to them in a kind of articulate but unintell^ible jar* 
son. Some farther remarks were made with r^ard to the 
Iwiftnefs of their motions and the length of their ftrides. 
Probable indeed it is, that the fearaei?imaguiattoa$ were a 
good deal warmed with the reports they had former^ heard 
concerning the gigantic ftatore and ftreUgth of theife lavages ; 

• for it is remarkable, that Tafinan always mentions fuch cir- 
cumftances as arifing frdtn the obfervution of the»common ^ 
men. After making the toUr of the ifland, remarking that * 
it was but thinly inhabited and badly cultivated^ with a fine 
river of frefii water, he determined to fail eaft as far aslongr 
2200, and thence north as far as lat. iy° fouth, and thence 
weft, till he fell in with the ifland of Cocos, or Jtorn, difco- JJtmi of 
vered by Schouim, where he 4>ropored I’efrefbmg the men, Cocoi. 
who had not been on fliore from ^e time they left Van Z>/V- 
men's Land in Holland (D). Circumftances^ however. 


* (D) That the reader may 
have a dilUy^t idea of this pal- 
fage, we will obferve, that the 
ifland of Cocos lies in 15* 10' 
Sw , and, according to the ac- 
count wc have given from 
well -inhabited, cnlti- 
.yated, and aboandiog widi all 
kind^of relVefliment.- Schou* 
ti n, however, defcribei the peo- 
ple as ireachcroua and bafe-to a 
degree of admiration. The. 
ifland. .^rxr/ lies near)/. 40 the 
fjuno'parallcl, is well cultivated 
and inhabited hf a people of a 
tame, gentle, and holpicablc 


dirpofition, who furrilhed the 
Dutch with*every cjonvenience 
in dieir power. Thefe were 
the reafons which vi^ighed with 
Captain Tafman to, alter the 
plan he had laid down. The 
leftgch of the vewage had 
greatly fatigued and dilpiri^ 
his^men s many of them being 
down u'ith ficknefs and iofinni- 
ties, owing to their long een- 
finement, fait proviftons, 

How reafbnable loever this al- 
teration of mdafbtas was, ha 
found reafons for not foUbw* 
jngit. • • • 

U z occurred 
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the 28^1^ otjaniuurjf^ ^ Ifli. 25' &.'iM|d 1^. 2C^, 

the oi^ie was obferved tp varymne^cfttcji towards Hlib 
laft. This, with a hig^ and rdlliog (oa tram tht feath-wi^» 
made the commodore conjefhirc there could aot be any land 
enpefted towards that d^uarter. On the.iacht he found him* 
fcif in 30*^ 5' $. lat. and 195* 37^ long* with a variation of 
9** 30' to the ead;, a roUk^ tea from the fouth-eafl andfouth- 
wel^. From thafe obfervations of Ta/kutn we may infer then, 
that the poTitson laid down by Dr. ^4%* ^ ^ needle’s not 
being governed by^he p<^s of the wdii[d,.but by other p<dcs 
movW round them, h hi^ly probable; etheiVUc, it would 
be dimcalt to conceive how the needfe« as Tajman alEnns,. 
.came to have a variationc^ near 27* to the weft in the lat. 
of 45*47', and then gradually decreafing tUl It had no vari- 
ation at aftet which it turned eaft in the lat. of 42" 87^, 

and fo continued iucreafiog its vaiktion eaftward to this 
time'. 

Om the x6th, Tafauin was in the lat. of 26** 29^ S. long^ 

1 opo 32^ the variation of the needle being 8". It may be 
oblterved from hence, that the eliftern variation decreafes ; a 
circUinftaace intirely coinddent with Dr. HiUley'^ hypoth^s» 
as the reader will lee from the Ihort account given of it in 
the note (E). On the fpth of January^ ip 1 ^. 22^ 35^ S. 
Song. 2040 i$\ he obferved a variation of 7^ y/ eaft. In 


(E> The Doftor fappofes To the »»r/r»/ the Doftor hfcv. 
that a large folid body contained wife attributes an Anuriem 
within, and^iiftinft from, the ^ fouth pole and an Eurtteam 
earth, having its own proper i^rch one, on account of the 
motion, and being inanded variationtof variations obferved 
like a kernel in its fhell^ re- in tfaofe places, which are mud^ 
volves cHolarly from edi to greater than tbofe found near 
weft, as the exterior evA jo- 3 m two other polca. He con* 
volves froig, weft to edhfc hs ' jeflures that thefe poles will 
diwnal mchion. ^ Heullwex- finHh their revolution in about 
plains the poftcioa ol dM'four 700 years ; after which time^ 
anagnetical poles attributed to the fame fituation of the poles 
die earth, by allowing tii^o as the prefenc Will return, 
poles to the. nutbrns, and two to the variations be the fame again- 
the enrdi, or rWfrx. As the over the whole face 08 the 
|wo former ^erpeuially ftift globe. But this is a theory 
filuatidPby their circular which only can he proved ftmic 
Ipodon, Oell vircner compared centoriei ]^mice, and Ut which, 
with the exteriorr tnuft be dif- tho* the heft expiteation,' thero 
feient at diftbredt times | een- are meny anfunnountable««oh» 
fcqoendy the variation of the jeAions, 
needle w perpetually t^auge, « 

Chii 





fi iirCTy ^ 

called l^ylfiiutty op. account ^6| tho. prodigi 6«9 ^tejailiiar 
«f tWe tiirdd that ivere c^ervnd to ^bii It. ,.Ki»t^y 
taro other idandt appeared, bat no cirnttin|EKiQm>mc 
are remarkable^ On the a ift, id thd lat. 29* ip\ 

^65^ 2p^, the yariadoa wa$ to the north-ea(l. fa/mSi ^be ijlaads 
then, drew sear to the idand fartheft to the north, wtirchy* Amfter- 
was die largedi>. tins he cahed Jni^td^nu gWUig ^be oth^ ^ 
the appellation of fy^Urdm, Upon the former were found 
abundasM of fowls, hogs; fruits^ ahd at kinds !o£ r^'flv^""' 
ment; The natives did not appe& fo know the ufe of af ms, 
at leafl Ta/rnan difeovered nothing Ukp. a weapon among 
them. They reedved the Outd widi hofpitality, and treated 
with them, in a commercial way, great p^tiky, cm? 
ceptifig when an occafion offered of filching, ibmethihg 
which perhaps plated not to the bargltn. It ebbs 
eaft, and flows fonth-weft here; bnt the cOrient is not coiir 
iiderabie. A fouth>weft moon caufe^ a fpriag-tide,, which 
rlfes feven or eight fleet. The wind blows co^antUy $. £, 
orS.S.E. . . . • ^ 

Tasman fafiiog foom hence was, on the 25th, In th^ lat, 
of 200 X 5^ fouth, and in the long. <» 206* ip', where the va- 
riation was &* 2V to^the £. After getting fight of Several 
other iflands, he made' that of RotUriam. Here the natives 
reiembled thofe of Afi^erdam, bdng good-natured, hospi- 
table, a little addi^ed to pilfering, and unacauaiated with 
rite ufe of arms. Af^ takiilgixi water, Tajwb^ made the 
circuit of the whole iflaod, which he found wdl-ftocked with 
coco-trees regularly planted, faw abundance of gMen- 
Aound neatly difpofed and laid out, plentifully ftoched with 
fouit-trees otanted in a beautiful order and tafte,. s^nd the 
whole bearing the marks of a civilized and poUlh^.^pLe.* 

Quitting the ifland of Rotterdam^ he determined tl^fajl north 
to the height of .i7ofoiith latitude, and from thence to fliape 
a wefterly courfe without falling in either with Troimrr 


Ql^or/tr IJlmi (F). 


On Fehruafy the 6th, being in the lat.' 

of 


S?) If Captain was traverfed the wjbole ifland ; ^at 

fwc UmiCed by his inftnufiions, be found it a perfect paradife i 
it is dificuiit to otfpceive why and ^ac the people gave hiiii 
he did not remain longer on 'the lead apprehenfiims of 
RatfrioM iflan<h than which ddiibdng their faith,' orhis own 
nothing can be more commodt- fecaiity. in this cafe a party 
oufly fituated for making dif* of Ihe men might have remaio- 
spvories. He owns that lie cd on the ifland, by throwing 

u J »» 
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of 17* 19^ S. and th«. Tong, of aoi^ 35';, 
fttrr9uftde4 by about tivontjr fmall lilsEnd^ td^a 

furrounded by fliQBl$, f^pd; a^d rtxdcs. -' Theie ara ihari^d iH 
William’s the charts by the name ^ Pri^ WMimCi yUnds^ox' H 
Iflands. kirPsiSballows, On the Bth« .He was in lat. 15® jt^,"ldngL 
1990 3l^ tidth heavy Tadn; a Arons hor(h-eaft wind, and 
dark cold weather. Fearing, therefore, that he fhould run 
further wcA than by his reckoning he thought hiiniel^ or 
that he fhould be driven to the fouth of New Ct/iaey, or be 
blown upon /ome unknov^n jboaft, he'refolved tO'ftadd away 
to the north north'^iVcA, dil'he arrived in the bhtude of 4, 
5, or 6^ fouth, and then to bear away weA for the coaft of 
Guinpt as' the leaft dangerous tourfe. Hence it appears that 
he bid afide all thoughts of Ati^her difeoveries, and for What 
reafons it will not be difficult to judge. When he was in this 
latitude, he could not foil of knowing that he might, with- 
out difficulty, fail royndby the coaft of New Guiney back to 
the eaA. It' is therefore highly probable, as the judicious 
compiler of Harris'% Voyages obferves, that he was direfled 
by kls ioAru^ions to coait round that great fouthern conti- 
nent already difeovered, ^(.hereby to know of a certainty whe^ 
ther it was joined to any other pVt of the world. Some 
men looked upon it, notwithAanding its vaA extent, vtz» 
from the equator to 43® of fouth lat. long, from 1 23® to 
near 190®, to be an ifiand divided every- where by the Tea 
from any of the four known parts of the world \ The 
reafons for fuch inArnfiions^ as the fame fcnfible compiler 
obferves, have been, ** that an exafi chart being draw 11 
** from his difeoveries, the Eajl India company might have 
** perfeA intelligence of the extent and fitoation of this new- 
** found country,^ before they executed the plan they werq 

« Harris, T.Cp.saS. HiA. des NavJgat aox Terres AuAr. 
T.i.p. 45 |, 

up a flight fortification, while feribed both as to his courfe 
the Ihips went in fearcb of tbe and in point of time, by the in* 
iflands. of Sa/omtu on the ope ftruAions he had received fnsn*. 
iide^ or the continent of the company. We cannot help 

on me ether ; from neither of therefore lamenting this ]6fs, as 
which th» were at a great du tbeee never" cohla have \Jtta. 
flance.,. From fo ikilfiu a ma^ a perfon better qualified 

riner’s ' negleaiog this happy for the uw|ercakiagthsh 7 <f/’- 
occaflon for new difeoverses, ft f!in9 (i). '• 
if I robdble that he was circam- - . 

(t) Harrihf^itt* 

"then 



• Wif 

« thit car« ^ 

« <X,tbi8 cbuntiy on ^Jw.pavtoientof i&;ffiia.t^^ 
**Jiir^lyhr fs .tliis coai^t^ ww to miuti 1 m 
** aa a kmqof 4e|^^ or lah^pf jn^cnrft 
** /ndfjio^, company, took this method ipi , _ 

^ as irtn<h.tp thdr conntrjniQns fo that, while itnqig^a a^ 
** gaping sit this map as a eudofityt every intdli^t 
“ man, may fay to hiiQ^lf* ,thf vAftom, ^ fbc .Ea4 
** India eor^nv / By their prefect mpire^key^fufpart the 
** authority. rftlAt repMc abroad, and by their extetf/n^ 

** emmerct enrich their fobjeEijat bme\ and at thefme tvM \ 
f* fbew uiJ)ere what a refirve they have modi fhr the ben^ 

•‘ hfi^f'ity* v)henever, through the vkiffitudes to vtUyeh '^ 
**fubhmary things are liahle,^tbcir prefent'fources ^pov^ 

“ andgrandeur^BfaiUCy* 

To proceed on^ur. voyage: Captain Jktfmanyr^, on the 
t4th of Tebruary, in the latitude oi i6* 30' Si and'^in the 
Iqumtude of 193*’ 35^ Hitherto (hey bad delqges of rain ' 
.andmuchfoul weather; but^hedayxleariqg Ufv he hailed 
the ZechaanMs coniort, and had the latisfadtion to, fihdlkhat 


(G1 Wc c^nnqt help quoting 
hU words farther, they fpeak 
Qur own fentiments fo exaAly. 
** ‘ I cannot/' fay s' the' copipiler, 
<« avoid fupportin'g my Opinion 
** in this'refpcft, hy pttning 
V Che reader in mind or a very 
•« curious ''piece of aintieot hi- 
** lloryyWhi&WnidicsttswLth 
*^the like inftanee in the con- 
** dnft Qf j^upAer republic. 

Diedarus ^cuitu, in the 5lh 
•• book of bis Hi^Qneal l,ibra» 
** n'. informs that, in the 
African ocean. Tome days fail 
“ jygft from Ubyax there' ha^ 
<;lMen dtfeovered an iftaiid, 
*• the Toil' of which 'was'" cx- 
ceQdingly fertile, and, the 
** countryno lefs pleafant, all 
** the land being finely diverli^ 
fied mountains and plains, 
former thick-cloatbed 
<* wichtr^esj thqhcterabound- 

iflBe 


ing with fruits and flowers ^ 
the whole warred by initu' 
merable rivalets^ and afford- 
ing fo plealant qn habita^ 
tion, that a finer or more de- 
lightful country Taticy itfet^ 
could not feign. *Yet he af> 
fureaus, the Cedthannimj^ 
thofe great mailers of mari- 
time power and commerce, 
tho' they had difebvered this 
admirable ifland, would ne- 
ver fulTer it to ba planted, 
but ref^yed it as a fandtnary 
to which they might flj 
WhemvCT the rain m their 
own republic left them no 
other refource. Shonid the 
Dutch be driven out of ydismt 
Ce^lent Stc, they pro- 
bable retire to the Mehtuat^ 
and avail themfelyes of tho^ 
Spn&e5nCoptinem'(a^. . 

'***^* . , 
U! 4 t|^ 


t^ re(^oiuqg$ mgitei* On the zetSi^ iQ <t)i«! Ittlmdt of 
^/iin4 !a long, of ^S't ^ c]oii 4 br 
tlt|l^ ^ roiUag &, and the wiad vaidebte, teiorndd. 
t’he 2QUiy in ladtode loi^, 193^ 43', he had 'a 

nbith-^Tf^ wind,, with contiaual rain* more or .the 

fpade of ai days. JiAtrch the ad/ in the Jatitude of 90 1 1' 
S; and in the longitude of 192** 46^ the vadatkm was w 
to the eaft, the weather ftill inconlbat. The^4tfa» 

in the ladtude 100 12^8. and in longitude 1860 i4',hefound 
the ▼arlation 80 45' call ; after which he pallhd lewal days 
' without Being able to take any obfervadoo, tl^e weaker be- 
ing all the tune dark and rainy. The 20th/ lat. 50 1 5' S. 
long. i8xe 16', the weather fadng then fine, he fbund the 
variation 9® eaft. Two days after he had fine weather^ and 
the benefit of the trade-adnd from the eaft, in lat. s? 9. 
long. 17^ 32'. The fame day he had fight ^ land four 
miles to the weft, which proved to be thefo iflands laid down 
in charts by the ifiime c£ Antheng Java, “They are about 
ninety ddles from the coaft of ‘ 7 \r^ Guiney, or rather New 
Britain, which Captain Tajhian frequently calls NrmGuiney, 
According to DampUr,^,z^ we ftiall fee, it is really a large 
ifliand, d)ftinfl and ieparatefcom vhat great traf^ ofcondnent 
< whi^ goes by the name of New Guiney, The 25th, in lat, 

Ma^k 4* 35'‘?‘ thf longitude of 175® ]ro',rhe found the vat . 

I/'aedf, nation po eaft. He was then in what he calls the height 
of the iflands of Mark, dlfcovered by Schmten, They are in 
number fourteen qr fifteen, inhabit^ by favages with black 
hair, b their manners ^nd drefs fimfiar to thofe he faw in 
Murtherers^ay in New Zealand, On the 29th he palled the 
Green I/lands, and, on the 39th, that oiAt, John, both dif- 
coyered by Sehauten, This laft ifland he found to be of 
cohfiderable extent, and lying about 1840 leagues from the 
coaft of Peru, It was apparently weU-iohabit^eCUltivated» 
and abounding with the nbeeflaries of life. The inhabitants 
were arm^d with flings, darts,’ and wooden fwords, wore ' 
bracelets of pcail, necklaces, and the fame jewels in their 
ears. They had canoes qf aU fixes, and ieemed to have 
madeTome pr^refs in the arts ; hoy^ver, they were veryHi^ 
fra^ble, notwithftlnduig all the pains dfed to bring ^cni 
to a iinendly correTpoodence, which length obliged Schou" 
fee to fire upon them. This mlgktbe the Feafoft why 9 ^ 
mail did hot touch upon land, or attempt tp make any^^rther 
^ifeovery' into the nature of the iilanders. ” 

On ApAt the firft he got fight of New Guir^y, being (hen 
pnder the latitude of 4*'3o' fbuth, and thelod^tudeof xyx* 
2'^ variation being to the es^ard. Endeavenp*- 
- # fog 
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aioog merliil^litlief^ dfte 

ifliam of Catnip 'G4r M^p 

J/Mp ad^fttbdog toKmrds titf 4iw 

the ooaft dkMM$Uig 

the fiune n«te, tffl he fhtoaiii dther 4Ubo«dr hii^.te,t 
ofi thet fiite* All tlAt vr^ltp ^ taiinbt help, &ii^g <hac 
he ofti&iiied ttoton the eod^of J^taiCuiiuy, bat ^ «Mt of 

the feme orhidi 

DmfSir dilfo St, Oetrgjttp orieb the famelflaHtfs ob the 
cooftasT^^eon dmibes, mSler dn^toe ISiritade umI lon^ 
tude. As for the ^oatioenfof Guiniyp it lies bdiiad fie 
iiland of Ntm Britain, and was laid down in all the, oharj^ 
before Dimpier*^ difcovery at le:iA four degrees too modi to 
the eaftward. Befides, what Tinman febtes of the iahate- 
anti, coloddes with the account of Schtutan aed 
the foroier hating found them a bafe Ari^eroiis pec^de^ 
dexterous in the*ufe of flings, black, and naked all biit the 
Waifl. 

Apbil 12th, in the latittvle of 30 $. ^ngitudb 

. die variation of the compafs was lo^ew^d. Tiusid^ 
they Were waked out of thiir fltep by a rough fliock of an 
earthquake, which made them nin upon dedt, Imapuiag the 
flup &d ftruck $ ^ut, upon heating lead, these das oo 
bottom to be ^nd. It was fucoeeded by fevenl other 
ihocks lefs tiolent than the firfl (H). On tm 14th, in the 
latitude of 5^ zf S. long, ido^ 57^ the variation of theooin* 
pafs was obferved to 1 5'*to the weft. Tkg land thee 
lay N. £. £. N. Eaft; and again S. S. W. from which thep 
.imagined there had been a pSiage between thefe two points. 
However, they foon found that it was all one folid coaft, 
I'hus they were obliged to douUe the we/l cape, creeping 
fdong fliore,<iid often becalmed. Circumftaoces which taUy 
remarkably with thofe deferibed by Sehoutenp whtii proves 
that Tafimn was now arrived on the coaft of New Guinty, 

(H) It is probable from this they do not inform us of what 
aq^eat, which likewife con- metal they were made. ThU 
Sins what Sekamten obferved, Le Mmrt, in pardentar, might 
and frhm the volcano's and eafily have done, as he earned 
burning mountains delbibed off a man from this coaft, who^ 
hy boui, that this cooiiitty is as he learned the language^ 
fobjeft tef earthquakes : a pr^^ could have told him of tms, as 
fumpijph that it af^updi wiu weU as of many other ciicum- 
metals and mindrm^ All the ftances;>fodi as that the lan- 
wriiers liktwifo take nodeethit guage (ff every dadpn was dif* 
the peepk' wm^ ih^ al^ 

Qh 
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\gcc%tfttttaei «nd ftom 

Between that Ula&d.jdl the a.f»|m- 

bei of Jfires lighted upon the (bore, and hdf way up the 
mounuin. Trees, bamboes, and Ibruba, ufete^b^l&fbni^ 
floating on theiea, whemT^fim coochtd^ tbat^tbexonu- 
try yf9s watered with riaert, and frultfvl. The fame obfer- 
vatioo waamade bfScheuttn, who likewUntpo^nodpe, that 
the coplons difeharge of fie(h water altered the colQ^r of the 
ocean, as well as the tafle of the fea-water. alfo 

fays, that ihe burmng mountain is well peopled and culil^ 
vatfjd ; and that he a&rwards aochoied on the coafl o^ the 
continent, whete he.eadeavoured to trade whh the natives, 
u ho made him|>ay d^ for hogs, coco-nuts, and fome giogcf* 
Jama the 27th, being in the latitode of a” fo' longii 

Ifland, tude of 146^ ?7^ Captain Tafinan thought he could difeover 
t/etP moM- the ifland of MofiL^ 01 RSoa, bu^that it pioved to be^tbat of 
pen and Jama, to the eaA of the»fbrmei. Here the feamen met with 
{aaguas*, plenty of coco-nuts, and other lefldhnfkcnts. Tlie inhabit- 
ants ^verc exceeding black, and could cafily repeat the words 
of any ilngu4ge they heard fpoken \ a prefumptive proof that 
their vernacular tongue is copious. It is, however, difliculc, 
to pronounce, on account of the frequent ufe of the letter 
R, which often occurs twice or thrice in the fame word. On 
the foUowinaday the flups came to an anchor on the slland 
of Mea, wmeh they likewife found well fupplied with all • 
kinds di neceflaiies. Here they were detained by Arefs of 
weather till the /ith of They pmehafed by barter 

6000 coco-nuts, apd xoo bags of fy/aaghs, or Indian flgs.^ 
ode of Tafinan's Teamen was either accidentally or»dcngnediy 
wounded by an airow fbot by one of the natives ; but fuch 


was the juIHce or fear of his countrymen, that the aimina^ 
was delivered up for puniihment, without being demanded. 
They perhaps had not forgot the reveoge taken upon them 
for M uiaae, by Sehauten, 1616, But hece our author’s BtVc ' 
fervation isliire ; for Sdmten'i men, or hither the pet^ of^ 
flebr who commanded the (hallop, grofly mflilted the ,na-> 
elves before they oflbicd violence to his people;, and then, 
tho* they made feveral difeharges of fmall arms,^thc^people 
fo^d them to recreat, which obliged Schuten to hnng the 
cannon fp 1^ on the ifland before he couId,reduM it,^ He 
te!k Qs,,tl)py h,id earthen pots, glafs beads,* and ear-rings, 
\ritn other Eunpean Commodiliea, befpre his anivai*: that . 

they 
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SetSii^ rSoniS' 

_ 1 %4MS^ accov^ of tii^' nejl^U^ponog iflrads, ioia 

ympij ^ Ui that:fiea|noDtaiir^<«i 


coiqixterie with, the i?ttr 0 /«amj; 
by whSdk th^ mli^t be. ciM^y fiadHtated in &rdier d&co- 
verics, aa tbb ibibtsce g^ven by Tafimni is a 4linm cvcxif d* 
tho: of tbetr bacufal iove of fiqtiity» or thdr* ditaoA dia £b« 
re/Ain power'iu * ' *■ " . ** ''''*. 

Tas^i A l^/OD the 401 of bdpg in ]atinile54 miantes 
fouth, and Jotigitude 153* ly', fotM the vatianoa of 
needle <S^ caft. He coiitinu^ odaditqg'the north fide of 
Sckouten*» J/Utnd^ airhich is about 19 ’iniles'in p6ptr> Schou- 

lous attd'fmithiU the natives dteecifin^hvellylhd aftive. 

They Vtere fo far tram difebveriog a iavage dilfAifidoit. that 
they gave manifeA teftimooies of theiir having' had an*exteo« 
live commerce before Schoutwn*^ dme. They Ih^ed nbe 
only various Spanijb commodities, bift China ware lilcewil^' 
of which they appeared to be great admirers. Schemten de- 
(cribes them as di^rent from any of the natives he had feen, 
being of an olive dbmplexion, ibme having long, others (hort 
hair, drefled in various falhloifs. They were teller, more 
robuft, and Aronger made, than the natives of die neigh* 
bouring iflands. Their' velRls were the laigcA, and bcA ad- 
apted to ufe, of any he had feen ; they readily p.vted with 
their bows and arrows in exchange for European commodi- 
ties, and were particularly fond of glafs and iron. In the 
vT^inity of this ifland Schouten pi^t with an earthquake, which 
lb alarmed the flup*s company, that they imagined they had 
Aruck upon irrock or Ihoal. There arp feme other iflands at 
a finall diflan^le from this, well peopled apd fhiitfii> as they 
lie on the confines of the Southern Continent and xhoEaJi 
Indies, they enjoy all the advantages refulting fipm their 
ba pg y climate, and from their commerce with their neigh- 
;bo 5 rs, efpecially the.iAands of Temate und Amboyna, The 
inhabitants of thefc come thither yearly to purchafe their 
ebrn'modities in exchange for their own, and their viflts are 
returned in proper feafons by the inhabitants of the fouthera 
iflaiiichi*. J " 
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5 Qfiyt" ffe'W ctSi 'tr^d 'tM 
isBdkti^imtreakfd Mdr (S!a?Anf, whi^ ajMrft t6Uk<^ 
«KM#ro«BOQim tho^HjtUaqtiBafmltb'^ 

Imps drchftrts. i$ih<d famhit$M^ 0 l‘Maiavi»f 

after bftvirig pcidbrii^tl»<vo^ teanpindts/Mid partlp 
End $/ tig farrobiidef the dbatben Cootineae. the end of 

this tipedhiOD, whkii Jihl juftly been ^alidfcred «s tlie 
^eareft aodsteftexad ttm was em made far the dlfodvcry 
a tbs Tam Jtfajgittta. It is nd le£s W 

the Mtbn;^ hCttoar, dian to the advantage br tmjiie and IcU 
caee. If aiid aaxudtmfe^enoes of it had beni ptHidecat^, 
and if the Dt/ui had not been biaded from the '^e imereft 
•f the aatiiit by the inflocBoe of thehr iuSa ampiny. But, 
whhout Ibyatm to mate our refleflions oa the whede of this 
ftnfibie jtern^ we Auitt proceed to the focond-vo^ge into 
the Sai/AjSnt, muSe bf Captaiit ffiffiMi DdMfier, as the 
reader hnU there dSod ocAdrmed many if the obfeHratiOns 
made byTlptem, ted ibemdft complete hidory of 
iamf, Mw Ciuit^, and the fbuthern tflknds, tnat is yet pub- 
lUhed. This, etith ^^awbiVvoyatt, will, we apprehend, 
l^ve the readCT as cSefr an idea/sf the fituation, climate, in- 
habitants, prodace, and con^oence, of the Terra Aufirer- 

dr, as the difeoferies hitherto made vSiB admit of. 

« 

SECT. IV. 

Dampicr*/ V^yagn to the Southern Continent. He arrives 
on tbe coifiof New Holland •, deferibes the to^i^ 
freM^ natives^ See. and proceeds to New Gainey 
and New A-itain. 

P . t Aptain Dampier, whofe voyage round the globe had now 
IJ; /a ^ acquired bfih great reputatbn, began* thi^ expedition, 
made exprdly in imrch of difeovenes b the Sotab Sea, on 
Is/cewritt the f4tirof January t 6 pp, at which time he ioft fight of 
im the the Downs. After doubling the Cape if Good Hope, fieering 
iouthSea. for the coaft of New Upland, and runidog a prodigious 
Arrives on oourfe, he fell in with land in 26^ tf B. latitude, aoMs* 
tbecefefyf loQgimde euA from the Cape, when he looked for lun*' 
NeivHol- opening m dropanchor in, and refrefh the men afrei^thf fa- - 
land. ^ ^ ]0i,g a mage. In the a6" S. lat. he diicdverrd 

a latge bi^, but, on hteving Che lead^ found it 55 frdiQaa 
water, foul and rocky. Continuing his eourfr, hTdeTcrkd ^ 
land again, with the opening he Ibnghl %» where he an. 
dbored on the^dth. This hecalled okarh ISay, l^ing in 
ibatbfiidtade, Ind, accordiflg to hisMckoning,' 10 lon- 
gitude eafr from the Cope rf Good Hope, which is IcTs by 19/ 

Imguet 
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foMdlftiKf inf}Q£3)P/ proda^t^ a ^V<ma0i^ ^ 
iMth a vluts ' f^llhher ji^ fali^ b oiF ft 
caA, and (ke^rkYodM graA, plaatl, bid KhralM*' t1it'jE0«iff- TreetwJ 
try bears a mdfjiiaciy trees^ bin fmd]^ hftrdly^ftby ebeeed-jjdutfiu . 
sng ten mhemt, and tiM feet in drciiinbreftiicid. So^ 
of th^tm were rum-icenced, and reddilh ififlthitt the bafk^ 
lefembling (aflTftfn^ bttt'lfoiDewhftt darker ; tbe leaves wer^ 
on the lower fide ivhitifii, on tHe nppiw j!^ a fine green, co- 
lour. MbA of die trees were lii bloiTom oC vbiottt cobbrs, 
but hi gnieral il'faeatttifiit blue, vdiich had a pecnfibly agree- 
able fragranee. '^tre were but few land fowk, our anthow 
haying vxn only a few eagles, 'ftnd five or fix difeent kinda ‘ 
of fmall birds. Of 'the latter, fi>me were of the file of a 
cock, others of a wren, but ah mufical, and fiti^g * 
great compak of vtuce, and^ much fweetnefs. Tm water 
^Is were ducks, <cuckows« crab-catcher^?ebrmorai^, gulls, 
pelicans, and othors peculiar to the country. As to the land Th miU 
animals, fuch as DampUr faw confiAed ilS the macaroons^ 
difierent from thoTe of the Indies ^ and a fort iof Guai§as 

unlike any he had before feeh, having a large ugly head, no 
tail, but a great hunch on the rump refembling a head. They 
were fpeckled black and white on the back, and fcaly like 
crocodiles. The fifli were fiiarks, ficates, thornbacks, gnard- 
fiih, bonettoes, and fome others. Muflels, oyAers, and lim- 
pets, were found on the A&ore in great abundance, and the 
whole coaA moA beautifully orus^nted with a great variety 
of difoenc figured and cdowrcd Aiells, fome of ^faich our 
author carried away with him. The (hip's crew took two 
turtles, each weighing about aoo/f. They alfo caught n 
fi Jirk 1 1 feet in ibigth, with the head and loaes ol a hip- 
popotamus in, the belly. All Denar's end&vours to find 
water there were in vain, nor could he by any means ^^covec: 
whether or not the coaA Was iuhalxted *. 

SaiLiNO out of this bay on the loth of Auguft, hecoaAedi 
along the fiiore till the aoth, whecb he came under latitude 
,i 9 **'i 7 ^'foath. Here Im faw a number of fnakes curioufly 
coloured, and of different magnitudes. At noon, 
bearing m fouth-kaA-by-eaA, the land appeared lllie a cape^' 
but, anchoriim about five leagues frpm Bhff Point, k prom 
the caA enjl of an ifland, fix leagues in length, and One in 
breadth, Tnrrdunded with fmall rocks, which fmied 'io deny 
aH entHfice to laiger vefiek. The tides he fiiet' with iboa 
ftAer gave the captain t fufpidon there might be » kind 'el 

y Vide T. lii. Dampier’s V^ages, paffim. 


Arc^lftkgo of liimiMt iiod. a paipiigs ta die, ilittfli ^o£.Mvf 
H^kmd atid Ne\» Guin^^ loto the groftt ISwUi M eaft wd. 
This hciktts deterred from attemptiag hy a fmnneity.of wafer 
Oa board. The place Where he imaginea th|& parage to^be 
lies in 20** 2I^ whereas the common draught!^ ami even 
Kofemaiy havh it indp** so\ reprefenting^e land ^joining 

llland. by a fmall oeck to the Continent; He .went on fhore in the 
^and near Bluff Point, which he called Rojmary ijlff, from 
two or three (hrabs he found on it refembling roTemaryk He 
likewife found two forts of grain like teans^ one growing 
on buihes, the «ther On a fort of cree^ng vine. Here he 
faw cormorants, gulls, oyfter^, dad limpets,* with others of 
the fame kinds of fowls and iiih as he had feen in Bharks Bay. 

On .tire 23d he bore out to fea, and did not difeover land 
again till the 30th, in x8^ ax'fouth latitude. Here he faw 
a great number of large foiokes near the fhore, at which he 
anchored at eight fathom. This evening he faw an eclipfe 
of the moon, buf^the hazioefs of the weather prevented his 
making the proper obfervadons. The day following, the cap* 
tain, with eleven men armed, went on fhore toiearch for 
water, when they difj^overed three of the natives, tall, biack« 
and quite naked, flanding dofe Co the fea. On the approach 
' of thie captain they, ran towards a neighbouring hill, being 
joined by eight or nine more of their countrymen. The 
captain proceeded to the top of the hill, from whence he had 
a good view of the country, which, as far as he could fee, 
confided of a fine favannah. After gratifying his curiofity, 
he returned to the foore, ^nd his men l^gan digging for 
water, during which about a dozen of the natives allembled 
upon the hill, from whence they made a difagreeable me- 
nacing nolle. At lad one of them advanced, followed at a 
little dldance by the red, as if he wanted to come td* a 
parley, but, od the captain's coming within .fifty yards of 
him, ran away, nor could any of them be induced by all 
his endeavours to entsr Into a correfpondence or commerce. 
In the afternoon the captain, ^ing two men Only with him, 
prent along the countr]^ to try if he could feize upon one 
of the natives, in order to procure information when; he. 
m^ht befupplied with water. Tlw'lbd him on to fkirihiftf 
with ten of them, who thought to make a prey ofi^m and 
his men, in whi^ one of the blacks was badly wounded 
with a modcee-fhot, and another of the’ captain’s men hurt 
in the hoe by a w^en dart flung at him. One 6f the na- 
tives the captain inferred to be the fuperiqr of the reft, from 
fome ornaments he wore, fuch as a white circle of chalk or 
Ito lound iis eyes, a white dreakdown his nofe,« with the 
4 • fame 
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•MWi hlii^ Sd^d^|)ne»tly 'tcrlii!r‘aUt^ 

• for lill ihettkfMiaf this wAi fsLyU DSn^piin^Jm^ 

mof^ %im^ta&ek\ tifpo&Bi and the'ikirl^ftatares he'hw^er 
ibeii6D{Sr^age»(A). < .. v 

Dampirr w a gri»t onaoy places wherb th^ had made 
fireSj and whcra -lhere were commonly three ca four bcmghs 
•'fliacft i;^ to the'^ddst^d for iheher. ' In the^evenh^' the 
captain went on Board, withcAxt having the' good fortune to 
meet with' waters" He obferved a ftrong' dde^ ahd a leghlar 
ebbing and fl|pwing of the iea, the flot^ 'eimning fouth-eaft* 
by-fouth' tH! the alt quarter ; then it fets in dir^ly |o the 
fiiore,' which lies here fouth-^fouth^vreft’ and norfh-norihreaftt 
the ebb fetting north^weft-by-north. ' The captain acquainls 
us, that, ' but for that fort of pkafiire which accompianies 
the difcovery of even the barrenneit fpot upon the globe, he 
could find ho other reafon to be fatisfie^with this couXftry of 
iVSrw HoiUtnd. The lands upon this coaft, as wdl as od all 
the others he had ieen, are fenced- by a chain of fand hills 
towards the fea, in fuch a ^nanner that there is no foeii^ 

«. drhat lies behind them. At high«water the tides rife to Dtfirip- 
amazirigly high, that the’’ land appears greatly beneath ' a //m ^ 
fpeff Ator from a Ihip. At low water the ooaft is fo ‘filled Ne^ Hbl* 
with rocks, thatbardly a fmall boat can put to ihore, though 
in the Aood tide fhe may fafely go ova all'of them* • 


(A) This was p^ably the 
coskft he touched at in 1699 in 
hi* voyage round the world, 
there he dmeribe* them in the 
following manner : ** The in- 
habitants are the nioft miler- 
abte wretches in the univerfe, 
having nil houfes or covering 
but the heavens ; or garment, 
except a piece of the bark of 
a tree>tied round the waill ; 
no Sleep, poultry, or fruits, 
‘but fcM npon ' a few fiih, 
cockles,... moiTelst'^d the 
li^. without religion or go- 
verament ; they cohabit prq- 
•mlibidu^y. , For the reft, 

' their* bodies are ddl,^ thin, 
'and ftralt, with great* heads 
aiftl eye brows, and round 


foreheads. Their eye* lids 
are conftantly half-clofed, to 
keep the flies oift, which are 
exceedingly troublcfDme besre. 
They hfive large bottle nofes* 
thick lips, and wide mouths. 
Both men and women, old 
and young, want the two 
fore- teeth of the' iJipper jaw $ 
but whether they draw oieni, 
1 am not able to telL They 
have no beards, but-black, 
foojt, curled hair* like the 
negroes of Africa. > Thcb 
weapon*' are a ftrait pike 
fharpened at one end. Of 
their language I can fay po^ 
thing, but that they tpeak 
through the^thfO'it ^ I ].** ' 


(i) %mUl. f, 16}, 
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B^t W flinilioftto^nl^ Iff4» 
FtftheriHv theobnmrf-aptieMlW^wil'^ 
wuuki a^ partfy'WOdd^Uildtt; the loMrtall^A'cfbat^ 

G (s, and the latter groves of Imall trc^ab(M$r i4*£xt 'la 
g^t." He ftw butcftw Und aohaabj aaohg-viHhlidr 'Vlrere 
lizards, « creatire tefbaabling a liolf 9 crows, ‘hawks, lcites« 
and timle-daim AiiOihe fiihiUisnuiehtfie'&iiiblfisda- 
fcribod*. - 

Thus BtnifurCpcBit^hojxt five-weeks on tfaecoaft of Nlnu 
MoUand, tdMsg all the dUboverks he eo^, looking out 
for places of vefiefiuneai;, that his men nd^t be enabl^'to 
purine his defign with the more ngcMir^ for the kamrj had 
begun to ihew itlHf among them. He doubted not in fo fine 
a wmaie 10 meet with toe part of the continent, or fome 
jyfland that could fupply his wants. Bdng dtfappotnfeed in 
this Oxpefottion, he lefiefled upon the nekt necefSny meafaie 
«o be taken, and reiittved to continue coafiii^ along the fiiore 
to the north-eafi, in order to make farther difeoveries, and 
fyom a full perfuafion that at ic^ in the lathnde 16^ 1$' he 
ihould meet with fwees water and vegecabies. This notion 
Bofi be allowed reafonable, yet did the event prove it but Ul 
founded. Every Uttk accident becomes of confoiuence among 
a crew ready to lay hold of' every opportunity to call their 
CQDimander's knowlege in qneftiba, to magnify the difficoiticis 
of the voyage, and to countenance whatever appeared to agree 
with their own fiivourite fcheme of returning home, though 
hnprafHcable. • 

With fhefe ieotiments Captain Dampier put to Tea on the 
5th of Sgptimher with a gentle gale, but he wai foon com- 
pelled to abandon his defign, the flioals along the coaft ren* 
dering it difficult hazardous, and almoft impoflible to keep 
to the land, or to pat in if necelTary ; he ther^r« turned out 
farther tp in water fiom feven to thirty-fix fathom. The 

aekt day heoould but juft difeem the land, though he had 
then no more than 30 fathom founding ; nay, often out of 
fight from the ftiore, the foundings were from feven to eight 
whoms only. In this courk he kept the - 

when; findhig he had palled the lathude where he cxpeAed * 
to be fUppliM with water, without the pofiSbility of land- 
ing, and b^ngapprdienfive that the fame difficulties mkht 
continue for degrees further, he refolved to met 

for the ifland of Tniwr. On the 21ft he arnved'on the 
ifland, where hemet with zDutcb floep, the maftcr of iirhicii 

a DAMrisa*i Vfyage^ Vol. iil. 
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A tt tnUum: 

AmkA gmil at 

thdfe feas.^ His whole o^uA wav liuaaaad..to^^d|j6iaMi 
Btanj^ from 'haditig, Aflijtfiiig hbn. that the fidett^^e 
iiland cm which he was affi>rdcd no watftr» caampdng:^1iW 
near the Duteh fact, near which lie would find it im|K)|&faje 
to come* as the natives would cercakdif. oppoSs and uie him 
ill. Nay, becaufe Dampiet had aoctdeutally dticovacd the^^ . 
Straits which divide the iflatids of Timor and Anamahoa^ 
thefe two are, in all charts, laid down as one ifland)* di^ 
preTumed that he muft havh robbed fbme Outth.vASkX of -her 
charts, fince the Straits are only fcnoWi^ by chhm^ With 
thefe fufpicioift and jealoufies the flo^ returned to the forts 
but Dumpier was neither to be intimidated or circoAvented 
by the Dutchmen, He lent his boat on fhore to tfaegOTcmni:^ 
to fatisfy him that the fhip was no pirate, imaging be could 
have no jealoufy or relentment upon any other account. But i 

he was icon undeceived. The governor complained of an 
infringement of she privileges of the c8mpany, faying that 
no other (hip had a right to come into thofe Teas $ that it could 
be done with no good de/ign ; that it mull be either to in* 

^^fpcfl into their tr^e, or to rob theii^fettlements. Inlhort, 

''he feemed to claim to hi% own nation the foie ri^t of 
approaching the idands of the South Sea, Dampier, un- * 
willing to enter ipto arguments with him upon a point of 
which he was no competent judge, agreed to ride at anchor 
two miles from (liore, provided the governor would fupply 
liim with water at any price. This wjis accordingly done; 
after which he fet fail ^ 

Tiic country appeals pleafart to the e\e, thesmountnins 
being cohered with wood, and the adjacent meadows with 
giaf.. Tho iiland Anamalca^ oc Anabao, is about ten leagues 
w^ng and tour b*j oad ; } ct is this fmall trafit of land divi lei 
into two kingdoms. 1 he nath cs of both i^lemble the other 
Indians, anu .re ot a fwai thy copper colour, with Araight 
black hail. Th,: fubjefts of the king of AnamabHo'are in 
league with tht Dut.h to\t Ct^ncordta in the iiland of Timor ; ^he 
but invttci.’tc eneniics to the pc*cjplc of the other kingdom f>utch 
. AnJ),io. "rhe litter, bcCdesmanaoing thur plantations of a A' 

■ few coco-tites filhrand Ihike tuitles, and hunt buffiiloes, 
killigg^hcm wdth fwords, dates, or lances. I’hey carry on 
a fmall trade,-*- for the fake of conveniency, with the Dutch, ^ 
whom they hate, and the Portugue/e, with whom they live 
upon itbt tlfie molt fiiendly footing. Ihey go conAantly 
nimc.4, and fpend foni or fiye da>s in hunting or filhing, 
wnthout \ ill ting* their hibitations. The fifti or flefh they 
take, tlut U not \v*inted for immediate ufe, is diicd ofla 
Moo. lliMi . \ OL. XI. X bacue. 
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«P%M indwr # the tU 

trnim^jISh <iaeoheil»imaft^lar..fl^he 
<««*<««« goorf »#«i(irBiice. He dfAdbaOeJ^ 
TUi^eobe aboat j«fa^ lo leii|ttb..lhe^nttc t^.iyo »» 
S.bt. tad-fimtabip*^ ItBu oonw^Uciiiwrii^any 
Jnriibtfifs* tbough tfamaiw KmIts where with 

gt^Lt Uktf atttoftiMbiitcff me yeiir. The ihbie U hold. 


ys where 

ffipehl Uktf atttbftiMbiitcff me yeiir. Tlie ihbie U hold, 
mt ifrani ihowll» loidbt hr iQands, excepting a few wldch are . 
titkEdf trlflhk, asd eafily droided. From foot' of the 
booataiiii t» ftore {ull of red AXa^grove treesy ex- 
CBpdog wltfaia top paces of the £ea, which is covered with 
Jitferif- h farmniar 4eciPi of ^oes. Cmcetdiat tht Dutch fort, is 
thn of tht^^hetSuidn fituated; it 'has a river on one fide (although the 
ftrt, iloop ionRDtd Dumpier oth'erwife), about forty yards from 
thh wills, Wdth a g^den on the other. Here are all kinds 
'of falladi, roots, and other vegetables for the kitchen,' with 
a pretty parterre. In (bine parts of it are fruit-trees, as jacas, 
pumplenofes, oranges^ fweet lemons, 6c, and by the Walls 
are coco-nut and tmdy trees in^reat perfection and plentyl' 

' Befides the(e„ they have muflt andwater-melons, pine-apples, 
pome-citrons, pomi^gra^tes, and other ddicious fruits. Be- 
tween this garden and the liver is a kind of paddock for 
block cattle. Beyond the company’s grounds the natives 
have their village or town, confifling of about fifty or fixty 
houfes. The fort is defended by about 50 foldiers, and fe- 
Tcral pieces of cannon, as well as ilone walls with baAions. 
Within the walls is a new chapel built of Aone, and prettily 
decorated. 


As to the natives, they are of a middling Aature, fiend'*', 
limbed, firait bbdied, long vifaged, their hair black and lank, 
and their complexion fwarthy. They are ntmble, aClive, . 
and deitrous^ hot at the fame time lazy to an extreme : 
they are fold to be dull in every thing but treachery and bar- 
barity. Their houfes are mean, their drefs a bit of cloth 
tied romid the waifi. Some for ornament wear frontlets of 


ootlkrof pearl, or thin pieces of gohf’oi' filver, of an ov.'ib' 
fiofia# che'iize of an half crown, corioufiy milled rdbnd the 
edges. FWe of dlde they difpofe m a certain manner'above 
theeydsrows^ both fbrd^ganceof drefs, and a fecurity lo the 
foieneiit. Others ag^ wear palmeto Icarcr, fhaped into 
difierentfaihlobs. l 

They talm as many wives as they are 'able to maintain, 
^'ptitfadlu llmi^tion or refiriCtion ; they even often fell their 

• children 



fers it to a in jeei^ 

Their method of cloiring ti^e fpttiog ‘4ire to 

withered grafs 004 Xhrubs, fdhei ^whkh they find £etr 
tilize and airichL.!diC*fQih 

THsnt plantations ate c^ctemdLpihfifiii^ fs th^r ch^ 
delight 1$ injittotingj every pKt'^ Mnieiiitiireis neglected 
for that, excepting the esffy .prooeft pf Wttethe gnds, -and 
fowtog. The common game b a fpeoics ‘^.wild tM^Sdoes 
and fierce hogs, which they attack Witj>latic6» ora.Ihorc 
thick truncheon, and a taig« pn the l^t dcm r tbs liuhe wea- 
pons they ttfe in war. The whole b tUtided Info £vs fi, ,y f^j 

difierent kingdoms, viz, C^fa^, Fwtrilfie, PefumHf, o/'timot 
and Mamqvimaff Almoft lul the-lungs gie fworh foes to each iHvideJ 
other ; and their divUions are fbafotted and kept up by the hto five 
Dutch, who find thefe perpetual anunoftties of ufe to th^hing^ms., 
Authority, which otherwife they would hardly be able to 
maintain. It indeed feeins to be the prevailing mixitn{ cf 
their policy, throughout the whede empire of the Intlia com- * 
pany \ • 

Thr Portuguefe fort is on the oppofite end of the ifland, 
which is reported to be greatly fuperior in ftrength and power 
to the Dutch, This at Icaft is their oUTi opinion, and with 
this idea they content themfeives while Dutch run away 
with the wliole trade of the iflands. 'f^y d^nd greatly 
oil ihcir alliance with the natives,' with wnom they are con- 
folitiaied into the fame nation fay intermarriages ; howtever, 
their infiuence or manners docs not extend far into the coun- 
try. Th»y acknowlege the fovereignty of the king of Por- 
tug/ll, but will receive no officers api?omted by jjim. The 
Malayan f the Timer an, and Portuguefe, are all fpoken by 
the inhabitants in the vicinage of the Portu^efe fettlement, 
or ratlier a mixture of all three# Dampihr fays, that he did 
^not fee :d?ove .tliree,or four white men in the whole Portu- 
factory, the reft being a kind of mixed defeent, of whom 
there are fcveral thoufands. I’he chief of the faffory has 
his relidfiicc at a place called Porto Novo, but he is com- 
monj}' at jhe head of an army in fbc 'mountains, to guard 
'the pafles againfi the Copangoyans effcftually in foe dry 
fedTon, • • 

^ Iliftoire Moderne, T. vi. p. 94a. ^ 

X 3 


There 



3^4 Term Aoftralts : Or't B^rXlV. 

Theue aire iVb fome ^qxlpoes.ftttni Macao, whor 
import hfth^ gold,' ma; 'tit)n" ^wrlc, 'cfiina, and filk l)bth 
^ihrought and raw. For thdr mixed ftatnoed'rold* they get 
in exi^adge pure gold, bees*wax, fandaNwoSj, and coire. 
In Ihort, the country, taken tether, is rich and plcntlfdl ; 
fruits of all kinds abound hi uie illand ; rice, Indian com, 
fowls, hooeyt tmx,* ^Id, copper, and many other nccef- 
faries of life, and rich mefchandiK, are -found here ; .an^ to 
conclude, the ifland it' no lefs wealthy than pleafaht. ' 

On the 1 2th of Dectmber Captain Dampier failed from 
Timor, and faw diirlng the remainder of the month feveral 
Dampier other iflands. Oif New Year's Day he firll difcovered the 
arrives on coaft of Nevj Cuiney, and foon after (everal iflands. On 
^ eoaj^ of January the 4 th, 1700, hedeferied fmokein different places 
New Out- Qjj jjjg iflands lying to the weft of hSs courfe, to which he 
bore away with the advantage of a briflc gale a-ftern. There 
* two canott. came off within call, making flgns to come on 

fhore, and fpeakiiig^ a language that ngne of the crew 
uuderftood. They Were returned in the Malayan, but made 
no aiifwcr. As they would not be prevailed on to come on 
board, the captiin went after them with the pinnace, car- 
rying with him knives, beads, anj toys, fuch as he imaginea 
0 the moft likely to engage them in 'a commerce. At firir 
they were Ihy, and hid themfelves behind the ruflics on the 
jhorej but, on the captain's throwing them fome trifles, 
they approached in a friendly manner, pouring water on their 
heads, and ufiiig other ceremonies of a perfect cordiality. 
The next day feveral canoes came on board, bringing with 
them fruits^ rooffc^ aUd oth^r vegetables, which were nil 
bought up. * 

Pulo Sa- This ifland is called Pulo Sabuda by the natives, but hns 
buda. no appellation in the charts of the New Gtiincy coaft. It i^ 
about three leagues in length, and tw^o miles in breadth, of 
a good height, and to be difcovered at Tea at the? diftance of 
1 1 or iZf^niJes. In general it is rocky, but over the rocks in 
many places there is good red and yellow mould, not deep, 
but producing tall treies bearing delicious fruit. Thefe the 
natives plant, for in this /nould nothing (hoots up fponia- 
' neoufly. Thci-e is great \'aricty of fruifcpn- the ifland ^ what. 
Uampigr faw were only lemons, oi-anges, plantaue$,«coco- 
nuci, pine-apples, and a lew others. He mentions indeed 
another kind, which he calls a wild about the fize 
of a ftnall pumpkin, full of ftones 01 keinels, bvt exceeding 
delkioiis. The libby tree grows in the vallies of this ifland, 
from which the natives make fago cakes, \^|^hat they ufc for 
this purpofc is the pith. Dumpier bought a few nutmegs in 

• the 
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the iheli OD this iiland, but. he 4oes, not hj whether ^hey 
' were the produce of the country. He few great number 
of fea fowls upon the (bore, theie boobies and men of 
war birds were the cUef. A fort of- wild pigeon he men* 
tions as peculiar to Pulo Sabuda, it externally appearing jet* 
black, till, on turning the feathers, the tnlide is of a inow- 
whitd ; In other refp^s it diders nothing-ftom an Englijh 
pigeon. Here is alfo a kind of Iky-coloured bird|,. which 
Dampier had never feen but on the coaft of New Guiney. 
Bats as lai^e /s conies are found on the Hland, their necks, 
heads, ears, and nofes, like foxes ; their hair rough ; that 
about their necks of a whitilh yellow, that on their heads 
and Ihoulders black. Their wings extended are four feet 
wide, meafuring from the extremity of each. Their fmell 
is rank and difagreeable, like that of a fox. The fiih of the 
iiland is of various kinds, mullets, bafsi^ock-lini, old wives, 
whiprays, and foftie other forts, but of no kind is there any 
plenty. The iH^nd lies in 2® 43' S. latitude, dillant from Pa‘t 
Babao on the iiland of Timor ^^6 miles. The inhabitants of 
and of feveral adjacent idands ai« a fort of tawny /»- 
' dians^ with long black hair,* differing but little in their man- 
ners from the Mmlamyans, There is a kind of fubordina- 
tion among them 1 for, befides the different degrees of rank 
among the natives, there is au inferior order of eurl-patcd 
New Guiney Haves, at leaft of the fame complexion and fea- 
tures with thefh, which the captain believed might have Iwn 
imported. They are in general poor, naked ^ce^c a bit of 
cloth round the waifl, made from the rind of the palmctto- 
tree ; but the women wear a kind of callico loofe drefs. FV)r 
ornament they wear blue and yellow bracelets made of glafs 
•ticads. They are armed with bows, arreuvs, and broad- 
fwords, like«the Mindanefe j they have lances alfo pointed 
with iron. a 

Thi£ir method of ftriking filh by the fifli-gigg is inge- 
nious, and fbmething curious in the manner. They make 
the filh rife by means of a piece of wood cut ont and painted 
•like a d olphin-^ t his^^they let down into the water by a line 
^iwitp^ht tofinlcif; when they believe it low enough, they 
hiileShe line with the utmoil celerity into their boats, and 
the fifli, rifing after the figure, are ftruck as Toon as they ap-» 
pear, near the furface. But the chief fiiftenancc of the natives 
is drawn from th^ir plantations, although they have large 
■boats %ith whicU tlxy trade to New Cwiney^ from whence, 
among other things, they import flaves and parrots, ^hich 
they ag.dn export to Ceram^ and exchange for cailicews. 
\Ybile the caiftaia ftaii on the ifland, one of thofc trading 
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bd&^ uttl^ ffoih Nitw Gtia^ y btit 

neither ilAves nor jMrrots £ofi aikf otfa«r' ^n 

callicocs. Their iMuftt are pooraiai on the 

oF the ifland, but mtith htgery morveonvenie^ 4)lca- 

did, on the Other. Hk could not gueiii af their rfligj^ for 

certain, aitihough he bdien^ (Huin to he 

for a very extraordinary rcafon ^ vw. diat they drafil^ hifaonly 

out of the fame cup irltb the fitamCb, without fcrfipl^ s uq 

atheifF would have done the iame. 


NewGui- a of fru|ts, and 

ney, aitd ^ter*, the Captain anchor, and left the illand, and 

theijlanis AecrOd to the noith-weft cape of Gyniuy^ called by the 
on hi coajt, Dutch Cape Mah, Of* thia cape Ties a linall woody iAandi 
in tht ta^ to examine- which Dampier his boat> ^hkh iboQ re« 
tMHj re- turned with a* cockle of an incredible fixe, whence he gave 
1 ^ the appellaciott ^ Ccckk IJMt* On laadiiig he obferved 
d a greater number of pigeons thauhe had dVer before feen to- 
• geihcr, although all tl^iflaBde within iht. Tropic of CaprU 
C6rn a^und with this fowl. He reports, that on thia fhore 
his nteO found a cockle-fhell, which, empty, weighed, what. 
Kins the reader will perhaps tldnk ioctedibie, 258 /i^. Thepext 
'William*! evening he anchored near & pleafant ifland a&ut two leagues 
Ifland. ajifi an half in length $ the Country high, and finely cloathed 
with wood of di^lrent kinds. of the fpkes were un-r 
known to Dampiert but they were all in leaf, and yielding a 
delightful odour and fragrance. They bore flowers of dif- 
ferent colotirl, fome white, <^me green, yellow, blue, purple, 
i6r. Tliey were tall, ftnut, and of a fjnooth exterior ; one 
in particular meafured 7Q feet in height to the branches, with- 
out a curve, knot, fpot, or blemiih, oq the l»rk, The foil 
is ihallow, blank, but fertile. Tq this Ifland he gave h^tf 
name of King H^tlUam,' 

Qn sthe I4ch he was within fix leagues of the continent of 
New Ouineyi 'which appeared very high from the lea. He 
difbovered two capes didant from each other about twenty 
leagues ; the variation of the coinpafs here was four degrees 
Frovi. to the eaft. Next day he fell in UiUAb^'lb]j:e(i ifhndv 

dence to which he gave the name of Providence ; it lies 
lHand, Jfland difeovered by Schoutenf and called by his name in all 
the charts. On the 16th he cro/Tcd the Line, fell in 
with an ifland which he at iirfl took to be JViJbart'^ IJIand^ 
but, perceiving bis rnilUke, he Called it M.ittMat IJlami, 
Fight leagues to the cnAward he faw unotber 'iHilid, and" 
aCteibthat fevcral more, to the laTgell of which he ga\e the 
qppeHation'of .^ffttai/y, on account of tlic fiju.ills*and blowy 
he met wiili oq tlic co.ilt. After tliis, in order to 

indemnify 



Indfli^ himielf for the fpiMW ^ lifA 
vifli lb INe profit. l«e4cMrQMa«4 toi^*!iW<^ 
ifloodt. tow8r49 the cootlfient, 4 hopes there 
fomething to oofepenlateaU the toil.aii4 Uboer theerew ^>4 
gpoe through* He c^e within figh| of it ^ the 1^4^ ^ 
defciibes it dearly in the fioUowing iteoncr : The coiuiMiii; 

(aj^hhi appeared high ande^wn^igpust the ftoe of the.hiiii 
bong aft over covei^ with woods, aad edwii^. flpo- 
flfliing trees. The fides of the hUis had iwjr plantati^ 
and traAs of ckared lands, w^cb, with, the ffflokes h^i^- 
ferved. was ei plain indicatioa of the., beiiig fai^- 

bited. When he was within a IhortdilbiKe of the Auit 
he law a proa, followed by thref or fpor mpie owiiitt out 
from the adjacent bays, as if they iAtepded to Mproa» the 
ihip. In a little time a fleet of tortj-fiy^of theft ftUft wire 
got together, and came lb near, tha^ the crew could 
iee them beckoging to go on (bore, agd tar their lanmge. 
which however they could not comprehend, ed* 

deavoured to put in to the bay. but. being driven lothc 
leeward, the proes gathered round him. He endeavoiired, 

Dy (hewing them fcveral tpys. to dr^ them llXtlQ n commerce, 
of which they feemed to be (hy. Vpon this fie put Ibme ^ 
knives, fc^ars, an,d beads, into a bottle, which dky took up^ 

. and with great fadsfa^tat flriking their left breaft. and 
holding a black trvncheoa over their beads^ in talmn of 
frlendflilp'? When the (hip flood to ^ (hore. they loota 
plcafed, and frowned as often as (he moved to a greater dif- 
tance. Thero were 2 oo men in the proer round the flup. 
and the whole (horc lined with the inhabitantSr* which, with 
the (hoals in the bay, deterred the captain from attempting 
to enter for that night. He hadordeimi lys men to fland to 
their arms, and took e^'cry precanfipn agaiglft a furprife, as 
he w'as igfiorant of their deligos. At iaft he determined to 
land iu the pinnace, which beiqg obferved by natives, 
they began to fling flones with ^eat dexterity fiom certain 
engines they were provided with ; this bay he therefore 
named Simmers Bay, Upon thtf firing of a gun. they were Slingers 
j^Atly%afloaiflMd. left ok their flinjgiqg, end huddled toge- Bay. 

as if they were conAklting upon weir future meafures. 

The (hot fired upon them did foro execution, but Dampier 
was unwilling to repeat it, as he mufl thence cut olT all 
hopss of any farther commerce with them. 

-JIext day he failed by an ifland, from whence two or 
*^ree canoes gmf out, and laboured hard to overtake the 
(hip, jn which they failed, though (he wentmiith an eafy fail. 

Abmit three leagues to the north he opened ak large deep 

^ 4| bay. 
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tb thefforth-«aft df which' lay two iilands. .One waa 
fmaQ. and’ overgrown viith wood; the odier a^leagiie in 
length, well inhabited, and fall of coco«aut pl^intations. 
He attempted to get into a bay on the north iide, bat; find^'- 
ing it /hoaly, he tried to get anchorage on the eaft end. 
Diiappoihtcd in this, He was Acering on fouth-caA, when 4 
canoe came up clofe with the Aiip. She had on board three 
men, who came without fear or dread into th« Aiip, and 
fold fome coco-nuts to the feameu; Before th^e departed, 

' two more canops were feen coming ; but Damfiier, not chuflng 
to admit a number of Atvages on board at night, Aepred oA' 

' from land. 

Ganat On fllareh the 3d he was got to Garmt Dmnis, about 1 5 

1 ennis leagues in circumference, high, woody, and mountainous. 

Ifland. Some trees were very large, and the bay abounded with coco<r 
nut-trees. The fides oF the mountains were covered with 
plantations well laid<out and cultivated. The mould In the 
• new-cleared land was of a brown rcddifli colour, not deep, 

' but exceeding fertile. The middle of the ifland lies in 2^ 
fo* fouth latitude, by which IXtmpier's courfc may ,be 
4 fe^tly undcrAood ; for, Vrpro ihp i/land of Ceram north erf the*' 
* Line, he furronnded the north point and iflands of New 
Guiney, coaAing along the continent till hp came to the north- 
eaA fide of New Britain, The natives of Carrat Dennk 
are a black, Arong, well-limbed people, their heads quite 
round, their hair fhort and curled, but dveAed into different 
forms, and dyed with all manner of colours, red, yellow, 
and blue, ^ The have round ftices, bottle-nofcs, yet not dif- 
agreeable, except they are disfigured by the Arange ridiculous 
modes of the country, fuch as running rings as thick as the 
finger through the oofe, both noArils, and hanging dowi\. 
upon the checks.® Their cars are alfo pierced, and, like the 
Indians of the eaA, diAcndcd into an almoft incredible 
length dawn the neck and fhoulders, with pendants of fomc 
heavy metal ; for the lower the ear falls, and the larger the 
hole pierced in it, the more beautiful the owner is thought 
(A). They are aftivc and dextrous in their proes, which 
which are built upon a very ingenioas 

r y 

(A) We cannot help remark- untutored ; yctcaifany 

ing how unjuft the opinion is, thing be more contrary to na- 
thtf ail dillortions pf patufe tpre than the ci(Ilpins, which 
4.; filfi, appear in the moft civf. tiav^lleis relate of tliofc rude 
V'li^d countries. If \vc want to and uncalrivatpd nations l ii^ * 
fee true fimplicity of manners, people we aid now deferihing 
we are ‘defiied to look fpr it afford a ftiiking inftance cf 
among favjge's, aud *tht''wild thn}.” • 



vritb the carved ^lues loi men, birds, and filhes, not t^ly 
executed. * Their weapons are flings, iances, fwords, wiih 
bows and arrows. They have alfo wooden fifli-gigs for 
flrikinfi; fifli, at which they are no iefs expert than the people 
of Stingers B/iy. Their fpcech is clear, foft, and articu- 
late ; the words they ufed the moft ufere Vacoufee, Otamais, 
the others equally abounding in vowels and (bit confonancs. 

The following day, Dam^ier vifited another ifland in S. 
latitude 25^ diflaut about 316 miles from the meridian 
of Cape Mabo, It is high and woody like the former ; but 
(hews many proofs of induflry by fiwly Cultivated planta- 
tions on the brows of the mountains. On the fouth-odl 
parts of this ifland are two or three more fmall iflands, all 
of them covered with wood, chiefly of coco-nut trees. On 
the north is another ifland more flat and larger than any of 
the former. Pafling between this and the high ifland de- 
feribed, which ip the Dutch charts goes by the name of 
Cave's IJlandf feme canoes came out from fliore, making flg- Cave*s 
nals for the crew to land, and doubted not but the ftiip ifland. 
^ight be run upon the flioK with the fame eafe and fafety 
' as their canoes. On their oaming on board, which with fome 
djfiiculty they were prevailed on to do, the captain prefented 
them with bits ol mirrors, knives, and glafs-^ads ; prefents 
they were highlj delighted with. He fliewed them coco- 
nut.*;, pom pious, nutmegs, and. guld-duft; all which they 
faid they h<id upon their ifland, calling the latter ManeeL 
They were of a jet-black complexion, their hair frizzled, 
tall, flout, and well-fliapcd mefi, fpeaking the fan^ language 
as the inhabirants of the neighbouring iflands. The captain 
• fays, that of all the natives of Nevt HoUandy or New Guineyj 
he had yet feen, thefe were the mofl civilized and polilhed in 
their inunuers. After this, he fell in with« 5 f. Johns Ijlaudy 
the people df which fpoke the fame language with thofe of 
Cave's JJLindy and difllred but little from them in^licir cu- 
ftoms. From hence he dei'cricd a headland, beyond wliich 
he could diftover no land ; whence he in/ers that the conti- 
nent luns away more to the weft than it is laid down in the 
lies in the latitude of 5" 2' fouth, at 
tivk^fridian diflance of 1290 miles from Cape Mabo Be- 
tween thi.s and Cape St. Mary's the land is mountainous, 
rough, and woody, with a number of points jutting out fo 
I'.ir int® thc^ca as to form fome fine bays. Hei e he obferved 


mountain at a confideiable diflance up the coun- 
tiy, but neither rh*e appearance of hoiifes or plantations on 
this coiifK Tbe bay Dampicr Qailed St, (hef-ge's Bey, giv- 
ing liU’wife.thc fame name tQ the oppolitc mountain. Next 

day 
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^ he came ft^t of acapc^ wh^d^.i^e caikd Cft^c 
Orfsrd* It licB in 5* (bttth latUa^e. On. ca£K iide 
Cape the land is more favannah than woodlaad, aad apfieara 
to be of little value. Steering along fouth^w^ aa iand 
lies, he obferved thecooft to be high, but more pMaoti 
and appareutly more fruitful, than, the fbrmeF. Hbnoy be- 
gan to fee fmoke again in different places, whence be jliudM 
this part of the country to be better inhabited than the vx* 
mer. On March the 14th, he had fight of a deep hay, with 
fome iflands about it. Tlie {ame day he few a pciat pcqjeft- 
ii^ into the Tea,* and a bay within, whore be cxpefted tp 
meet with frefh water. Here he few all' the marks of a well- 
cnltivated country, as coco^trees, fruitful plantations, and a 
great number of houfes. When he was within five miles of 
knd, feveral canoes came out to fiirvey the (hip. He .(poke 
to them, made figns, anddid all in his. power to invite them 
on board, but could not fucceed. Soon fiiter, a large well- 
built boat, with about forty men, came within call of the 
fhipw She was followed by aiK>ther Aill larger, finely carved 
and decorated, with upwards t>f 50 men on lx>ard. As he 
fnfpefied they came dut with intention to fight him, he 
da'cd the gunner to point a cannon charged with grape-(hot 
between the two boats. This he executed with fomuch ad- 
drcfs, that all the (hot fell jufi where helntended, without 
touching either boat, and had the defired efiefi; for .they 
puilc^l with all their might to fhore ; after which the (hip fol- 
lowed them into the bay. As Ihe palfed by the point, a great 
number ^f people were feeft peeping out of the crevices of 
the rock ; on which the captain ordered a cannon charged 
with ball to be fired, to terrify them. It lighted fo near 
them, that they took to their heels with great precipitati ga^^ 
looking behind* ihcni to fee if any more balls were coming. 
They loon affcmbl jd again in a grove of coco-tfees, when the 
captairPthinking ir necellary, on account of their numbers, 
to infpire them with high notions of his power, ordered a 
third gnu to be fired ; alter which he feiit his boat on (hure 
to wo^ and water. Sdme of the natives came running to 
her with prefents qt coco-nuts, and t h r‘' feamci »<ety 3 k.tbjP^H^ 
celEiry wood, and filled their calks, without opp^ion. 
However, it was difficult to bring them to trade ; f&c they 
refufed him yams, hogs, and fruit, in exchange for money or 
toys. Ar lalt they were prevailed on to fpare fome coco-nuts ; 
yet ftill they feemed afraid, running away as fooii as haii,„ 
delivered them. For feveral days the eftptain (laid in this 
bay, •in exp^fVation of cftjiblilhing a friendly commerce with 
the native:;. He dcfciibcj the men diefled with, leathers about 
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tlniir Mstds^ «l^kiic<s§ ifr^etr haoda, and the wooieft Dibich* 
6ti't.a(nyQrBftmefttb»t»revai'€o?«r^ exont a btwckaC gtm 
bdM aadbefem in a ibragHfid rotod the 
■ Th^ Urcre iadttftrious> and perpetually pafiug witb> 
lafge baUpeta df* yams on their iicatb. It is ibe capiaia’a re- 
.uU^^ iHut, am^ all* tkc uncorlUzed. uackms he had ever 
the women can 7 the burthens, and perform the moft 
JaboiiOiis and fervUe ettpktymeBCs, wlule the men parade he>^ 
them with no other load than their arms. 

All Of a fudden, without any apparent caufe, the natives 
became mortf fby than before, retiring a good way from the 
ihore, pulling all their eoco-nuts the preceding nighty and 
driving away the hogs, with every diing that was moveable, 
The iailors followed and made iigof to know what 
they had done with the hogs and goats; upon which they 
pointed to little huts at £amt diftance, expreffiog the voices 
the different animals by grunting and bleating, and their fixes 
by holding their hands at difiereot diftances from the ground. 
On thcfoUowing day, the captain, nccompaDied with fbftie of 
Jfiis men, carrying with himTuch trifles as he imagined would 
be moft acceptable to them, wenf, with an intention, if 
poffible, to bring them to friendly and familial* terms. He 
law two men a^d a boy> one of ^om was prevailed on by 
figns to come to the boat-fide. He gave him a knife, a firing 
of brads, and a glafs'bottle; upon which he fignified that 
he would go to a neighbouring village for coco’s. At the 
ramefl requefl of h|s men, the captain permitted them to go 
to the bay where the natives had driven their {jogs. Upon 
their landing, they aflembled, and fhook their lances, as if 
they intended to oppofe them. The framen held up fuch 
trifles as they had taken with them, but could not get them 
to approach or accept of any. Finding *that their friendly 
endeavours had no effefl, and determined to carry away fomc 
hogs, of which the (hip was in great want, the^amen dif* 
charged fome fliot over them ; upon which they all, except 
two or three, ran away. Thefe kept their ground, and llooi! 
in a menacing poflure ; but foon ran otf upon one of them 
Wdffitaecl 'th the arm by a muiket-fhot. After this, tlie 
hi^n%otnine hogs, with which they returned to the fhip, but 
(bon came back, and landed without oppofition ; nor did the 
liatives even attempt to refift their carrying off as many cattle 
as they thought proper. One man ventured to bring fome 
■ueco-nuts, Im tl^pm on the fhore, and after making ligns to 
rhe feamen wliere they were, run o^f. I'his was all the com- 
giun'iciitioQ the captain had with this timid people.* 

. During 



Tern AuftraEs j Or, " B. XIV.' 

OuftiHc; a ftay of (everal days here, the weaker was 'al- 
liioffc conihintly clear, fair, and pleafant, fometiniesonly inter- 
rupted by claps of thunder and (howers of raid. The fea and 
land breezes were regular and refreihing ; the former S. S. 
£. and the latter from N. £. to N. W. In honour of his pa- 
tron he called this* bay Port Montague* . It lies in 6” lo' S.' 
latitude ; the country round it being mountainous anchwoody, 
but interfperfed with beautiful and rich vallies, and pleafant 
freih-water brooks. The foil in the rallies is deep and yel- 
loxriAi ; that on tl^e mountains more (hallow, and of a brown 
colour ; but all extremely fertile and prolific.* In general, 
the trees are neither remarkably tall, (Iralt, nor thidc, but, 
putting forth a fine verdure, they gready ddight and refrefh 
the eye. Some were covered with flowers, (bme with berries, 
others laidcd with large frnit, but all of them uncommon to 
any of the crew. Coco-nuts fburilh greatly here, as well 
by the fea-iide as in ihe more remote vallier. They are of 
the common fize, and the llalk and kernel rather more deli- 
cious than any the captain had tafied before. Here is ginger, 
yams, and feveral culinary roots sfnd her^. ^ Hogfs,.dogs, and 
(bme other land-animals, he faw<) fuch as pigeons, cucka- 
dores, crows, and parrots ^ aUb another bird refembling a 
black-bird, but larger, and many iqore of a fmall fize, pe- 
culiar to the country. The fea and riverS are well-ftocked 
with filh, fuch as ycllow-tails> whip-rays, cavelHes, &c. 

On the zzd of Murch early in the morning, the captain 
was called up to bth./!d what the crew called a miracle. It 
was a larg^ pillar of fire, (hooting gradually for three or 
four minutes, then finking in the fame fp.ice of time, till it 
became fcarce vHibie. He knew it immediately to be a vol- 
cano, or burning mountain, and fleered for it accordingly. ^ 
On the 25th, hetoiind himfelf within three leagues of the 
illand in which this volcano was, about fix miles from the 
continentf The ifland for the whole time vomited out flames, 
fmoke, and afhes, with dreadful explofions as loud as thun- 
der. The interval between each explofion was near half a 
minute ; neither were fhc eruptions equal in degree. Some 
were but faint convulfionsin comptirifon or~ otiiers 
weakefl were terrifying. The (Irooger tlircw up a TUsuife 
fl'.irty or forty yaids into the (fcy, and a flream of fire run- 
hing down to the foot of the mountain, and even to the 
lliorc. From the channels dug up by this liquid fire, they 
could in the (liip perceive a fmoke, which ^)amhler attrib&$«i'* 
to the half-confumed fulphur poured out frofll the funnel at 
the ton flf the mountain. This volcano is fitiiated in^^® J3' 
b. lat, Tlic cad ^larl of AVit/ Cutn-y lit'! /jo imles wefl of 
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this^traftofMand, and in moA dbaits they are laid down as 
cantigdousj; ^ut Captain found % \nde paflage be- 

tween them* calling the north-e^ promontory of JVfw Gurney 
KingV^ianCt C^e, and the iOand New Brifain, It lies New 
from!" 6' to Gp 30'S, latitude, and has about-5«'i8^'lorigi-Briaitt. 
tude. It appears to be in general h^gh land, intofpei^d 
with fine vdley8» and abounding with t^’iutd noble ire«. 

It is welbinhabited by a race of firong well-made negroes, 
but fo furpicions that the captain could hold no commerce 
with them. Farther eaft on the continent he dtfeovered an- 
other ifiand, which he called Sir G^rge Rooters I/land, about Rooke''t 
1 2 leagues in length, well-cultiirated, rich, and populous ; Ifiand. 
another near, but more to the eaft, which, from its figure, he 
call^Ovwn IJland\ after which he got to Batavia without Crown 
any other material diicovery. Iflaod. 

From what' has been faid, the reader will perceive hoW Rejkaiw 
firongly Dampier*s account confirms what has been related en the 
from Captain Tafman*z journal, and the^rtainty that there vy^ege. 
lies a large, rich, and inhabited continent in the South Sefis, 
from forty-two or forty-three degrees fouth latitude, quite to 
the equator, with a variety of ^itfu!|| pleafant, and healthy 
'tifaiids. He will likewife obferve, that however fliort of ex- 
pcAation tliis voyage turned out, yet that frill it was of the 
utmofr confcquence. It has ihewn a new Indiet, or at leafr 
deferibed one more minutely than former accounts had done, 
in which we may be able to undertake fettlements as advan- 
tageous as any this oi' any other nation has hitherto made, 
whenever tliatfpirit of indufrry lliall u*vl^c which firftgave 
birth, then extended, and at lalt eftabli!?ic'^ the Bidtijbeom- 
merce. This jouriial tallies fo exactly with the relations of 
^dros and ScAouten, that we can hardly entertain a doubt of 
^•he pofribility ol findings in the South countries which 
would fully compenlate all the toil and expeoce of opening a 
trade with thf m. And indeed, if there were no other merit 
in Dampier's expedition, this alone ouglu to recomillend it, 
thac it has for ever removed thofe fiifpicions concerning the 
authenticity of former journals, anjJ fiiily affhres that there 
is a Southern Continent ; a bleHing refrrved for the Britijb 
'eittipp, -if (lie* luib prudence and. refoliition enough tocm- 
brac'r it^ But this matter will be fet in a frill clearer light 
by the' following extraff of Commodore Roggewin's Journ^. 
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SECT. V.'- ; 
wi Moimt of tin 

Roggdrin; his mmrMs toAoT^ti^ Welt Itidi^ 
Ompaw^i sbeir iniontion ofoqu^fu^ dfitetfor Shi's 
voya^% OMdifi^y^Shi^fiovmes^tksComm^^ 
OH Sbi Souitim CmtiHSMtf nskhtbe faztfreofhis/pta^ 
iSmlstSlnEolkla^Comfot^a^ * <* 

Kogge* A T the expeate, and by the appdntment; of'*the S)tae 6 
win'/ Jr^ IniUiioitKpsxiij^ ComvBioAciftRoggewm ^l^from 
age t 9 toe jijg port nntbc i6thof 7«(Kf ■^. i?^*# infcarch 

South g£ difeoveiks in the Smth Ssos (A). Hd hkd under his com- 

(A) Mr. father to finrice of his ooMiliY^of which 

the jConmedore, a gendemaa he gave many pr(>o^>»biitJione 
of great parts, penetration, and lb great in his otvn opinion js 
opulent iortune, wh^ he had this proje^, the execution of 
acquired in ladiat was the pro- whicn he earncftly recommend- 
jefior of this voyage for the ed on bis death -bed to his fon. 
difcovcry of that vad cond- » After his fatlier’s deccafe, the 
nent* and the infinite number young gentleman purfued'his 
of illands, which are demon, iladies with the utmoft vigpur, 
ibated to lie in that p^t of the and made fo hally a progrefs as 
globe. His .piojeCt, with expli. to qualify himfelf for the pollbf 
cations of his plan, .and argu. counfellortothejufticiaryati^tf* 
flients in<fupporc of it, he pre- tavia, whild vouog. After his 
fented to the Sedia com. return from tnence with a large 
pany wfflffs 1696. It was well fortune, he refolved ,to perfornx 
received^ and Mr, Raggev^tH the promife he had made to bis 
alTured oy the company, that father; and, in thq year 1721, 
as foon as the ftate of their af. prefented a memorial to the 
fairs would permit, he ihoold company, which was 

receive all the af^anee and received Mrith the fanae .reaM 
countenance in their posver. But nefs the £a^ /ndytf - company 
the dtfturbances whiehibon af- bad fliewn to his fathecTs, but 
.terfe)h>wed.patn flop 10 iheir executed whh more aja^rity ; 
.food intentions, and ^fore any for he foon bad aliltlefqimdron 
farther Aeps were tak«n Mr. of three Qiips appoioted him ; 
.Jbigginvia breathed hit lad. He viz, the Eagie oAjfi giuns and 
was a .gentleman of the pro. 1 1 1 men, .gppvnanded by 
Vince of Zea/atul, who from tain Jsfi Gy/rr ; xhcTUioteveft 
his youth had applied himfolf of 28 guns, and loo'nunf^ Cap- 
•to mathematical ftudics, at leaft tain Bmnan ; and the JJHcan 
fuch of them as relate to geo- G«//ry, 14 guns, and 60 men, 
graphy, navigation, and a per under the conmand-of Captain 
teSt knowlege of the globe. [t]. 

He had a hearty zeal for the ' ... 

(ej ytJ.ffifi, Set Ntvig. T, ii. p.«s6. Htrna't CdftO, ft 258 7 . i. 
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numd tlkree Ihips yn& proriM /dr^ib joog und huEardcH^ ^ 
VQ^^, , apcidcob hfetrrivediat theUkfdcf 

Juan. be (bda qliittedtvidi intentien tb vifit 

that port of the Sobth^ Oontinest reported by Mr. 
to be' dUeomed by OiptaiQ DafiHj{B), A. 1680. 
haViitglhe benefit of the fbuth^eaft la^fooD, feoa arrived in 
the lathnde of aS^ ; aad» in the longitude of a5l^ Ite ex- 
ped»d to meet with I)avis'f Land ; and was the more idTured 
of this profpeft» when he law fowls fiying over the Ihip, and 
obferved the wind often fliiftlqg and veering ; both which are 
kMriced upon as certain figns of land. Sq ftrong were their 
hopes^ that fibne of the comjpany imagined they fawlt» tho\ 
to their great mortification, after a fruitlefs fearch, they could 
not ^ upon it. Hence he concluded, that he had dther 
palled it, or that there exified no fudi laud ; but we are not to 
be fnrprifed at his dllappointment, as it appears from IVafe^z 
account that he fought it ten d^rees too far to tlie weft% 

• 

** HAuais'sCoUeft. p. 269. T. i. . 

.(B) As Roggiwtn'b journal*, •* feveral jMrtitions la the pro. 
or rather chat publifbed jn *• fpeft. This land feemed to 
FrtHcb by a native of MteiUu- *• reach about 16 leagues in a 
lurg, who performed the voy- ** range, and there came Rocks 
age with him, is greatly deR. ** of fowls. I, and many more 
cient in this circumRance, we ** of our men, would have 
will relate it from Mr. Wrfer'z ** made this land ; but Cap- 
account of the difeOTerv. ** We tain Damis would not per- 
** Reeled,** fays he, ** from the ** mit it. The fmall ifland 
*' GttlRfmgQt South and by EaR, *'* bears from 0 ^<^p 9 500 
** unt.l we come into lat. 27** ** leagues almoR due call, and 
** zo' South, where we fell in •• from the GaUipagos under 
** with a low Tandy ifland, and ** the line 600 leagues (z).** 
** heard a roaring noife like From hence it is apparent, that' 
** that of tiv lea'beating upon Roggmnn\ projefl, when he 
** the Ibore, ri^ht a-hcao of fet out from Juan Fernandez, 
** die Ihip, St being then night, of fleering this courfe* was not 
** Upon this, fearing to fall only natural, but founded on 
** foul of the fliore before day, experience, and the lights af- 
** the fliip was put about, and forded by actual journals. He 
hi lay fo till day. It proved to had gO' d reafons to believe 
■* tie asfmall ifland, without the there was a Southern Conti- 

** guard of any rocks. To nent ; and this account of Da- 

** the 'weftward aboift twelve vis's Land feemed to prove to 
** leagnei, we faw a range of him, that this range deferibed 
** high*hind,*Avhich we took to by ^^^afer was a part of it. 
iflaud ; for tl^re were 
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Eafter PiTftSUiilid his cotirfe for i3 degrees welf/hfc flill ikyr 
Ifland Ji/- great Hocks of .birds, which attended him he ^ ia wiiil 
eovirtd, a fiiuill iiland, about f 6 leagues in extent^ to which he gavd 
gmj am ae- naide of P^cba or E^^er yUiidt di^vered on 

toumt of a E^er^ddy. The fmalleft of the veflels Was fent to found 
and examine this coal\,; and fhe returned with advice that it 
m fertile and populous, ds they difcovered a great num- 

ber of fmokes in di^rent parts or the ifland. When the 
fquadron was about two miles from ihore, an Indian canoe' 
came oiF to them. They made flgns for it to come on 
board, which thc^,man to whom (he belonged readily agreed 
to; and was accordingly well received. As he was naked^ 
the (irft prefent made him was a piece of cloth to cover him ; 
then they gave him toys, fuch as glafs-beads, knives, and 
- other things ; with all which he was overjoyed. His body 
was all over painted with figures of different animals. His 
natural complexion, as far as could be difeovered througli 
the cover of paint, was a dark brown, and his ears cxcef- 
fively large and long. He wiiS fall, Well-made, robuft, and 
of a happy countenance. His fpirits were go(^, his limbs 
afilve, and his temper dirpofed to chearfuliicfs, as appeared 
• by his geflures, and the agility With which he travel led the 
(hip. They gave him a glafs of wine to drink, which he 
threw away, probably for fear of being poifoned, or per- 
haps being accuflomed to drink water, the fmell might be 
offenfive to him. They next clothed him from head to foot, 
putting a hat on his head ; with which he appeared to be 
greatly incumbered and uneafy. They gave Jiim viffuals, of 
which he eat heartily; but could not be prevailed on to ufe 
cither knife or fork. They then ordefed their mufic to 
play, w*hich highly delighted, and (et him a (kipping and' 
dancing. As they could not get to an anchor that niglit 
they thought it proper to fet the Indian in his canoe again, 
letting all theprefents they had given him remain with him, 
in order to Induce others to come on board. But fo far from 
exprefling a dedre to return, he was uneafy, and feemiitgly 
affronted, thstt it (hould, be required of him. lie held np 
both, his hands, looking wifhfiilly, then, pointing to the 
ifland, cried out, Oderoga ! 0 icroga ! Odcroga / in a diftiirft 
and arrlculatc Voice. This thepr imagined to be his be- 
caufe they found a number of idols erofled on the (hore. On 
Roggevtin*^ entering the gnlph on the eafl fide of the ifland, 
the (hip being clofe to land,, fevcral thoufands of the natives 
came on the toch with loads of fruits, joots, and frefh^^a 
vifions, particularly trouts. Many came oh board, and were 
civilly treated. As the flup drew nearer, the natives crouded 
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w fo'fide, fiicrifieiog to tfatir kioU, pnriNkUf to 
pnAeft ^Ifed! dfe itnmgers, whofe fonnidable and an- 

ufo«d ap^rance'gr^tly terrified them : for thoTe who Were 
bold enough to come on board betrayed marks of fear, that 
made it obvious they Were defirous of condlUiting the favour 
of the Europeans^ rather from motive%of terror than of love, 
or any particular hofpitality to Grangers* 

T^B*next morning early they were feen proHrated be^e 
their idols,' making burnt^ofierlngs. 

In the mean time, Rcggnvin, with about 1 50 feamcn, was 
preparing to knd; juft as they were entering their boats, a 
large fleet or canoes, with every commodity the ifland af- 
forded, came to the fide of the fliip. Among thefe was the 
friendly Indian they had fo kindly treated on board, who re- 
turned with fymptoms of the ftrongeft joy, which he ex- 
prefled by fome ridiculous capers and fldps along the deck. 
There was likewife one man perfectly \jhite, with large pen- 
dents in his ears,* of a grave and folemn deportment, and an 
air either of deep melancholy or gloomy religion; from wHich 
the Dutch conjedlured he wjs a prieft. During this ftate of 
. friendly offices, one of the natives wiif lliot dead in his canoe 
(by accident, fays the jourualift), which fpread fiich terror ' 
among the reft,, that they leapt into the fea, and fwam to fliore 
with the utmoft precipitation. They were followed by the 
Dutch, who, finding the fliore crouded with thefe miferable 
creatures, thought thcmfelves under the neceflity of brutally 
making their way through them by force. This they did by 
a difeharge of fmall arms, which inftantly cleared the coaft. 
Nothing could be more imprudent, barbarous, dr infolent, 
than this unproioked aft. By their own acknowlegement, 
the Dutch were received with all pollible demonftrations of 
fricndftiip ; why then uiincccflarily commence hoftilldes, and 
filed the blu)d of thofe very men who were paying them all 
poflible marks of regard and devotion i The natives, ^’orfboth, 
had prcfunied to ftand in their way, and even out of curio- 
fify to touch their arms; which atrocious crime muft cancel 
all the obligations rcc'civcd from tlieu- hofpitality. No argu- 
^ picnts. indeed, can palliate the conducl of the Dutch on 
thisT og:afion; for it appeared equally devoid of religion, 
humanity, and policy, too much akin to that brutal pride 
and ovcr-wecniiig infolencc they had flicwm in all their lettle- 
ments in thq huUes, both to natives and Europeans, 

BV this difeharge a great number were killed and wonnd- 
“^fity^mong the forincr of ivhich was the poor Indion, who 
had been twice o*n boaid to welcome them with fo mych cor- 
diality. • Upon this, the natives kept at the dillance of ten 
Mod.Hi^t. VoL.XI. X yards. 
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Pafcha or yards, Tuppoling that (pace fuifid^t to f«care than agajnft 
Fafter the eficdts of the mufquetryj tior did the DHtch chnfe to 
• 1 /land, repeat their wanton cruelty. Although the cohUernation in- 
meu^eacd jq which they had been thrown wa? very great, as was ap- 
man ^ ' d difmal (hrieks and howUngs they uttered, yet 

finding that no fui'ther attempts were made againft them, 
they loon laid afide their refentment, to refume thorevadW* of 
benevolence more agreeable to their difpolition. Men, wo- 
men, and children, prefented themfelves before the proud 
ufurpers with branches of palm, in token of peace, and with 
offerings of fowis^ fruits, and the bed produce of their coun- 
try.' Even their women were given to the Dutch^ and no- 
thing lei'u fed that could either demonllrate the.afFeflion, the 
fear, or the fnbrniilion of the inhabitants. Softened with 
fuch tokens of deep humility, the ftubborn hearts of the 
Dutchmen ddgned to treat them with kindnefs, and even to re- 
turn their prefents fcy a number of toys a^jd baubles, by way 
of atoning for the innocent blood they had fpilt *. 

The natives perceiving that no further injury was intend- 
ed, brought them 500 live fowls, large quantities of ted roots 
and potatoes, which they ufe inftead of bread, feveral hun- 
dreds of fugar-canes, and loads of pifanSt Indian figs, of 
the lizc of a gourd, and covered with a green rind. The 
pulp of this fruit is Iwcet as honey ; the fig's grow in branches, 
fometimes an hundred on a bough, and fiiaded with leaves 
fix or eight feet long, and three broad. No animals befides 
birds appeared on the ifland ; of thefe there were great num- 
bers and jan infinite variety, fome the moll beautiful the 
Dutch had ever beheld. But they thought it probable that 
fomc pans of the country were not without cattle and other 
beads, bccaufc the natives exprefled as much by figns. «« 
They drefied their food in earthen pots, of the manufac- 
ture of the iiland ; and their mod common food is drawn 
from vegetables raifed by cultivation. The Dutch imagined 
that every feparate family or tribe among them had its pecu- 
liar village. The huts or cabins, which compofe them, were 
from 40 to 60 feet in length, and fix or eight feet in width, 
formed of poles duck perpendicular in the earth ; the fpaces 
between which are filled with a kind of loam or fat earth, 
and the roof made of palm and pifan leaves. All their* plan- 
tadonswere daked out, neatly divided, and finely cultivated. 
When the Dutch were there, almod all their fruits; ’plants, 
herbs, aiid roots, were in full maturity ; fo that nothingcBSisU^ 
prefent a more rich and beautjful profp^ \o the eye than 
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• the whole of this iflaad, bloomii^ with the elegant Ter- 
dure of the fpriog, and the plendful mellownefs of aatn'mn. 
The houfes were but indiderently fiiroiihed, yet fuffident to 
prove that the arts were not wholly unknown to the natives. 
The chief ornaments were red and white coverlets of aptetty 
fancy and neat execution, which at night they ufed as bed- 
cloatljs, and in the day as a defence againftthe piercing rays 
of the fun. The AufF was fmooth and foft as filk, appearing 

. by many tokens to be abfolutely of their own manufadture. 

As to the perfons of the natives, they were in general an 
aftive, (lend^ Araight, and well-made ^ople, extremely 
fwift ci foot and agile. In point of temper, they were of a 
fweet, mild, modeA, and agreeable difpofition, timid, fearful, 
and faint-hearted, to a degree of weaknefs and eAeminacy. 
Whenever they brought the Dutch any provifions, they in- 
Aantly fell down on their knees, and then haAily retired ; nor 
indeed can we be furprifed at this fea% after the proofs of 
gratitude the Hollanders had already given. In general, they 
were of a brown complexion, or rather of the olive coppfriAi 
colour of a Portuguefe Indiait^ though many of them were ab- 

• folutely black, and others algioA fair, if not completely white. 
Another cajl or tribe of them had a complexion intirely red, 
as if their Atins had been fcorched by the fun. Their ears 
hung down to thdlr Aioulders, and fome wore white pendents 
or ear-rings of an enormous fize, which they confidered as 
very ornamental. Their bodies were painted with the figures 
of birds, ferpents, goats, hogs, and other animals ; a Arong 
prefumption that fuch were not unknown to tliem. Of thele 
leveral of the figures difplayed a happy talent at*the imita- 
•tive art, being lively reprefentations of the life. 

As to their women, they had an artificial bloom on their 
cheeks, of a crimfon far furpafiing any thing known to us in 
in Europe ; flor could the Dutch by any means difeover the 
compofition. On their heads they wore little hats, neatly 
made of reeds or Araw, with no other covering than the co- 
verlets we have mentioned. They did not excel in either 
modeA coynefs or chaAity; for they often beckoned the 

• Butch into their houfes, throwing off their mantilets when 
they fa» by them. What is very Angular among thefe ifland- 
ers is,’ that not the fmalleA veAige or appearance of arms was 
to be feen among them. When they were attacked, they 
imme»diately fled to their idols for proteftion, and implored 

„rj^h;,^iAance with a pathetic and warm devotion. What 
4fity that minds to excellently difpofed were not diredted to 
the kno^lege of the true God ! The Aatues bf theiv deities 
were of Aon^ reprefendog a human figure, with a crown on 

y 2 the 
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the heaul, large ears, but the reft nicely proportioned^ and* 
fo highly finilhed, that the Dutch were ftruck with aihaze- 
ment at the progreft they had made in fcutpture. Round 
thofe idols were ereded j^fadoes of ftone, well-cut, at the 
diftance of 2o or 30 yards. Some of the natives appeared 
more lealous and frequent worftiippers than the reft ; and 
thefe the Dutch imagined to be their priefts, both fqr this 
reafon and becaufe they wore many marks of diftin^lion, fuch 
as their heads clofely fhaved, and laige white balls fufpended 
to the ears, with a bonnet of white and black feathers, refem- 
bling thofe of a ftork; from whence the Di*tch concluded, 
that when thefe birds leave their ufual place of refidence, 
part of them at leaft take up their abode here. . But this con- 
jeAure the journalift feems to contradidb in fome other ob- 
fervations upon the nature of this curious fowl. 

No appearance of civil government or fubordination could 
be difeovered in tl\i.s ifland, much lefs any chief, prince, or 
king, who had dominion over the reft. On the contrary, 
they all a^ed and fpoke with equal freedom ; and yet no in- 
eonveniency was obferved to rcfult from this natural order ; 
for they lived in the^eateft tranquillity and harmony ima- 
ginable. The father, indeed, in each family had an apparent 
fupremacy, and his authority was readily obeyed. Some 
marks of honour and ceremonies of refpe^ were likewife paid 
to the aged ; pure nature and good-fenfe feeming to dilate 
thofe diftin^ions. I'he old men wore on their heads bon- 
nets or caps, fringed round with feathers like the down of 
oftriches, and truncheons, or fhort thick fticks, in their 
han(fs, which the Dutch naturally fuppofed to be fome marks 
of d^rce and authority. This ifland the Journalift thinks 
might be fettled to great advantage, as the climate is fine^ 
in 280 30' S. lat. the air clear and wholfome, the foil rich 
and fruitful, proper for corn in the low lands* and in the 
higher grounds capable of being improved into vineyards. In 
ihort, the Dutch muft undoubtedly have made great difeove- 
lies here, as well as on the continent, which they had reafon 
to believe could not be- a great way diftant, had they not 
been driven from their moorings juft as they were prepving* 
to penetrate into the heart of the ifland, ^nd to make a kind 
of lettlement to which they might return for refrefhmentS from 
4heir inquiries on the continent \ 

Leaving the ifland of Pafeha, it was not long before 
^ewin found himfelf in the height of the Ifland calle(J^^y;£^ 
water by Schouten, Here he was in ex^e£btion of meeting 

Hifl. des Navig. aaxTerres Aufl. T. ii. p. 234. 
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with iofflc part of the Southern Continent ; but, by chai^ng 
his courfe; he ran 300- leagues out of the way, and at leSA 
1 50 leagues further than Schouten, That' ^ous feamao 
one day gave chace to a fmall that bore away direftiy 
fouth from him ; whence he naturally inferred, that there 
muft certainly land on that fide. Indeed, from all the 
lights of reafon and experience, there can hardly be any 
doubiTof Qiere being a continent here of at leaft looo leagues 
in extent; to which the direfl courfe from is cer> 

tainly S. S. W. and from America N. E. or N.E. and by N. 

The Commod^e ranged through this oceafk for the fpace of 
800 leagues, iometimcs one courfe, fometimes another, in 
hopes of falling upon the promifed land; but none could be 
found till he came under lat. 15” 45' S. and long. 280, when 
he met with an ifland, which he conceived to be intirely a 
new difeovery ; and therefore took the liberty of givii^ it a 
name ; viz, the IJland <f Charles Court qf Carl/bc^. He de- Charles 
fcrlbes it about thfee leagues in extent, with a flake or mark 
fixed in the middle. , Ifland, 

After parting with this kland, the wind began to come 
.roilnd to theS. W.; from^which hetnferred that the cur- 
rent of the air w.'is altered by fome neighbouring coaft. By 
this fudden fhlfting of the wind he was-driven in the night 
among a number»of little ifiands and rocks, upon one of 
which the African galley foundered. The inhabitants, roufed 
by the noife which this accident made, kindled fires on the 
hills, and docked down to the fhores. This alariix obliged the 
Commodore to guard againfl a furprUe, which the darknefs 
of the night made an eafy matter. To this end he fired 
gr^pe-lhot on the coafls, without ceremony, till day-light ap- 
peared, when he difeovered the great danger to which he was 
expofed, being environed by four confiderable iflands, fur- 
rounded witk fhoals and rocks, from which he found it a 
difiicult matter to extricate himfelf. • 

The crew of the African galley had faved themfelves on Mifchie- 
oiie of the ifiauds, to which the commodore fent his boats vous 
to fetch them qq board. They aM returned, except a few, Ifland, 
,^ho, in the hurry, had mutinied againfl their officers, and 
'pretcrrqji living among the favages rather than run the hazard 
of a court martial. Thele not all the eloquence and affiirances 
of the commodore could prevail upon to return ; and they > 
put it out of^his power to compel them, by flying into the 
heart* oV the country. Thefe iflands are fituated in S. lat. 

i6dcgree|, at the diftanceof twelve leagues weft of 
Carljhoff. To that on which the African galley was Ufl they 
gave thQ'nameof the Mfchlevous Ifland \ the twp next they 
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called The Brothers, and the fourth The Sifter. All four 
inrere covered with a verdure altogether charmiD& abounding 
with tall trees, moA of them coco-nuts. The nerbs growr 
iiig here were fo refrefhing and medicioaly that the ^hip'a 
crew# many of whom were ill of the feurvy, foon recovered 
by the ufe of them. «An incredible quantity of cockles, muf- 
cles, mother of pearl oyllers, ifc, were found, which gave 
reafon to hope that a very advantageous pearl-iiilidry 'might 
here be cAablilhed. Thefc illands are fo flat and low that 
they muft frequently be overflowed ; againfl which calauiity 
the natives have«fecured themfclves by a g^eat number of 
canoes, boats, and Aout barks, with cables, ropes, and fail's. 
Pieces of thofe were found on the fliorc, which feemed to 
be made of hemp. The natives of Mifehievous IJland were 
of a gigantic Aature ; and the feamen affirmed that they mea- 
Aired feveral prints of feet, not lefs than 20 inches in length 
each. Their bodie|,wcre painted with various colours ; their 
hair was jet-black and Jong ; their featured were large, hard, 
and fierce, befpeaking a mind no lefs fierce and uncultivated. 
They were armed with pikes,, or lances 18 feet in length, 
marching in parties ofi;8o or 100, and inviting the Putcb' by, 
Agns on fhorc, probably to draw them into an ambufeade, 
While the feamen of the African galley were on fhorc, they 
kept them at a diAance by continual difeharges of their muf- 
quetry; which, however, rather aAoniflied than terrified 
them. The commander perceiving that no refreflimeuts 
were to be procured on this iiland but by force, weighed 
from it, and next day arrived bn the coaA of anotlier ifland, 
Aurora eight leases to the weAward, whicli hq called Aurora, from 
}fland. bis having difeovered it about fuii-rilc (C). It was about 

(C) Here it was that the fbip thing, whatever might be the** 
Tienboven narrowly efcaped the fate of the fbips, or the event 
fate of the African galley ; an of the expedition ; an oath 
accidenf which produced a mu- which he afterwards religioufly 
tiny on board. The feamen performed, when the fleet 'was 
Inflfted either that the commo- feized at Batavia 
dore (hoald immediately return. To fay the troth, the demand 
or at leaft give them fecurity of the feamen was reafonabla.. 
for their wages, whether the They were even evex>day ex? 
fhipihouldbelollor not. |>ofea to the moft exceffive fa- 

lifteiied to their complaints tigucs, and every fqu^l of 
with an humanity worthy of a wind, or fudden fhoefc, made 
’ man of honour, and then bound them run the hazard ofl^ng in 
himfelf by a fulemn oath, that a momeiit th^ fruits of xHeMw* 
(he/ fliould receive the lail far- labour and mil. 

( 3 I fferrit, T. i, 6, i. c, i. feG. zo, * 

fpur 



(0. 19.* A Hifiorytftbt Southern Continent. 

four leagues iu ratent, covered with a charming verdure, and 
adprned with trees and fiirubs of ail kinds. But as the co^- 
modore fbiAd the coaft foul and rocky, he did not attempt 
to anchor, only taking as near a ^ew as fafety would permit. 

The fame day, towards evening, he came up with another 
iHand, which from hence he called Vefper. In circuit it was yefper 
about twel^ leagues, the land Bat, bift cloathed, as the for- Illand. 
mer, .wliji a beautiful green^ and Bored with various forts of 
trees 

Still he purfued his courfe. Beering weB to about the 
fifteenth degree fouth, when he difeovered land, and a great 
number of fixs, which indicated its befiig well peopled. 
Thither he made all poflible fail, in hopes m meeting with 
water and frefh provifions, of which he was in want. he , 
approached nearer, the inhabitants were feen diverting them* 
felves in their canoes on the coaB. He likewife perceived, 
that what he had taken for one continued coaB was really a 
chain of iflands, Separated by fmall awns of the fea. He 
was foon fo entangled in thofe guts, that lie found it a hard 
matter to get clear ; but at laB a paflage through the iflands 
w^s difeovered, by which he again got fairly into the open 
-fea. Six of thefe iflands awere excAsdingly beautiful and 
pleafant to the eye, and all of them together he reckoned 
might meafure thirty leagues in circumference. They were 
fituated twenty-fi^e leagues weB of Mifehievous JJland ; the 
Dutch called them The Labyrinth, from their having been 
' obliged to make frequent tacks to get clear of them. As it 
^vas dangerous to anchor on the coafl, and none of the natives 
coming to meet them, the commodore did not ^iuk fit to 
Bay here. He therefore continued his courfe weftward, and 
•in a few days difeovered another ifland, which at a di Banco 
appeared extremely high and pleafant. On his nearer ap- 
proach he found the ground foul and the coaB rocky, by 
which he waS deterred from going clofe to fhore. But as he 
Bood in need of provifions, the feurvy prevailing again on 
board, he ordered each pinnace to be well manned for a de- 
feent. No fooner did the natives perceive his defign, than 
they hurried down in crouds to oppofc their landing. They 
•were armed with long pikes, and foon gave proofs of their 
dexteriiy and valour. However, the fire-arms from the pin* 
jiace difconcerted them, and they Bood in aBonifhment at 
this unufual thunder. After this fkirmifh the Dutch landed, 
{hew^*theu> prefeucs of lookiug-glafTes, beads, and other 

. des Natreal. T. ii. p. 235. Etiam Suite a rHlAoIre 

Aownuf d« M. Rollin, T. vi. p. 98. • • 

• Y 4 baublesi 



§44 TTcrii Auftrilis: Or, . R XIV, 

baubles, and in a fhort time eftabliflied a trace \idth the in* 
habitants, who received the' trinketa with joy, filtering the 
Dutch to gather what herbs and vegetables tHSey thought 
propel,; nay, they even aififted, and fhewed them the beft 
herbs, as foon as it was known that no injury was intended 
them. 

Next day the cortimodore fent a ftronger body on (hore, 
not only to gather vegetables, but likewHe to make a£l the 
difeovery poSible into the nature of the country. They fet 
out with prefenting the king or chief with a confiderable 
number of chofen trinkets ;• which he accepted indeed, but 
wltli fuch an aii' of indiiFerence and cont^pt as progno* 
flicated no good to their future commerce. His majdfVy was, 
however, polite enough to return the compliment by a pre- 
fent of coco-nuts. The prince was diAinguiihed from his 
fubje^ls by a variety of pearl ornaments, in value about 600 
Dutch florins, which he wore. The women exprefled great 
fondnefs for the whrte men, klmofl ftifli^g them with ca- 
refles ; but it was all aflefted, falfe, and defigncd^to lull them 
into fecurity, the more cflcdtually to deflroy them. Indeed, 
had the event fucceeded equal "to the fubilety of the contri- 
vance, the Dutch to a*lnan mufbhave been cut off. Suffer- 
ing them to' advance into th^ country, and fliewing them the 
befl vegetables, while the women were continuing the dal- 
liances, the men were forming an ambufeade in the woods, 
caves, and neighbouring vallies. As foon as they thought 
the Dutch were fufHciently cut off from the fea, and mr- 
rounded beyond all hopes of efcape, on a flgnal given they 
poured out of their lurking-places, and in an inflant made a 
general difeharge of flones. The Dutch, upon this, formed 
thcmfelves, and fired brifldy upon the enemy, which they' 
fuflained without flu'inking, and anfwered by repeated vollies 
of Hones. At the fecond or third fire their kin^ was killed ; 
but this, inftead of difeouraging, rather animated and in- 
flamed |hcm to a degree of fury. After the engagement 
had continued obfliiiate for half an hour, the Dutch alt the 
while retreating towards the fhore, at laft they got on board 
their boats, all of tl;>m wounded, and many mortally, but 
with ftill gi cater lofs on the fide of the enemy. Neither fidfi ' 
had much to boa ft of ; the Dutch were contented thiit they 
had got clear at any rate, and the natives were no lefs plcafcd 
in having rid tlicmfdxes of invaders, who they imagined 
covered deep dcligns under the f'pcciuus prcte\t'of gatheriog 
fimples. ^ 

Recrea- "1® ifland, fi tutted in i6’’foiuh latitude, longitiwle 
lion 285®, they haU given the namcot Rc^riat'ioa Ijh the day bc- 

Jfland. * 5 fore, 
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fora, on account of the fine fallads and pot-herbs found oo 
It. In extent it is about 1 2 leagues, the foil fertile, and jpro- 
ducing a great- number of trees, but chiefly cocos, palms, 
and iron-wood. The Dutch had fome reafons for thinking 
the heart of the country abounded in mines ; but ouf jour- 
naiifl does not venture to aflirm thatj^ nor to fpedfy the ar* 
guments iii fuppdrt of the con,^ure. As to the inhabitants, 
they were men of an ordinary fize, robuft, aAive, and well 
ikilled in their military difeipline. Their hair was long, 
ihining, and black, which they anointed with the oil of coco- 
nuts, a cuftom praCtlfed by moft Indian nations. Their bo- 
dies were paihted in the manner of the natives of Eefierljland, 

The men cover tho middle of their bodies with a net work 
faftened to a girdle before, and tucked up behind. The ‘ 
women, more decent than thofe of the other illands, werein- 
tirely covered with mantles of their own manufa^ra, to the 
touch and fight' refembling filk. About their necks and 
wrifls they woru necklaces and brackets of pearls. Their 
perfons were ftrait, flender, and genteel, with features by no 
means difagreeable, although they had that flatnefs of coun- 
tenance peculiar almofl to blacks agd mulattoes, with the 
thick lips, the round forehead, but fet off with extremely 
lively, piercing, and expreiTive black eyes •*. 

Agrleable to the refolution of a council of war, which 
was held on the commodore’s departure from this ifland, it 
was determined, after much oppo/ition, to ftcer their courfe 
towards Nev) Cuiney and New Britain, and from thence to 
the Moluccas and Dutch fettlements. The third day of their 
voyage, on a north -weft courfe, feveral illands vwere difeo- 
vered in the latitude of 1 2“ fouth, longitude 290°. Upon 
drawing nearer, it was perceivable they were planted with 
fruit-trees of all forts ; that the countrx produced herbs, 
corn, and pots, in great plenty ; and that the coafts were 
well cultivated, and laid out into neat and pretty plantations 
regularly difpofed. The natives no fooner difeo^ered the 
ftfips than they came in their boats with coco-nuts, Indian 
figb, fifh, and other fre(h provifioiis, in exchange for which 
ifacv had variety of the trinkets moft acceptable to the Indians . 

h/m appeared that the illands were exceeding populous, 
liucc ^lioufands of men and women, the former accoutred 
with bows ajid arrows, came down to the fliore to look at 
the fltips. Among the reft was a very majeftic perfonage, 
who iC was* prefiuned was king or fovereign of the nation, 

** Harris, 1. i. c. x. so. t. i. etiaip ubifupra citat. 
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from the honours paid him, and the.drefs.he wore. This 
gi'cat pcrfon Hepped into his canoe, attended by a beautiful 
young woman, and was prefently furrounded by Uh infinite 
number of boats, which feemed to form a guard. AH the 
inhabitants of thefe ifiands were white, difiering nothing in 
their complexion from Europtans, but that they were more 
fun-burnt. They wei& inoftnfively lively and gay, of au 
agreeable good-natured difpofition, extremely obliging, ,and 
treating each other with vlfible marks of civility and kind- 
nefs. Though they were active and diligent, yet they (hewed 
nothing wild or favage, ail their endeavours appearing to be 
calculated to make life as happy and eafy as it^was pofiible. 
Unlike the other Indians^ they were handfomely clothed from 
the waift downwai'ds, the body being however left naked, 
but without the decorations of painting and monftrous figures. 
This tunic or petticoat was made of a fpecies of (ilk fringes, 
very neatly folded and plaited. On their heads they wore 
hats of a prodigious to (hade them agajpH the fun, and 
about their necks collars of the mod gaudy and beautiful 
Bowman's flowers. The country itfclf appeared exquifitely charming, 
Jllands. being agreeably diverfified witlf hills, dales, brooks, and 
groves, as lovely as iihagiuation* can paint. Some of the 
« ifiands were ten, fome 1 5, and fome again 20, miles in com* 
pafs. It appeared that each cad,, family, or tribe, had its 
particular didrift or village, and that the natives were divided 
into feparate governments. They were in every refpeft the 
mod civilized and refined people Roggewin had hitherto met 
with. Indead of difeovering any (igns of fear or apprehen- 
fion on the jirrival of the Dutch among them, they treated 
them with the utmod kindnefs, exprefTed great faiisf'aftion at 
their day, and manifeded a deep concern and forrow on ob- - 
ferving that all their afiiduity and diligence to render every 
thing agreeable could not prevail on the drangfts to continue 
among them. The D itch themfelvcs felt many 'of them a 
like concern and reludUnte in leaving fo civil a people and 
plentiful an illand, where the wholfom^nefs of the rir, and 
the abundance of finevcgemblcs, would have perfeftly rcco* 
vered the fick. I'o all the other advantages of thefe illands, 
they had oue peculiar almod to themfelves, and that was * * 
go(^ anchorage in fine Tandy bays of 20 fathom wateP, and 
(iicltered from all the winds, at lead from three points of the 
rompafs. Such . were the people, and fuch the enjoyments, 
the Dutch were forced to abandon, to purfue a voyage .big 
with hazards and di(ficultics, and attended with nnf nn#. 
(ircunidance tocompenfate ^1 their fatigue an% labours, 

* des Navig. p. 936. Harris, loco citato.. 
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Weighing from Bowman's Iflands, and keeping a norch- 
Weft cou^e/ they gained the next morning fight df two 
^ands, Wnich they took to be Traitors JJkmd and Coco 
difcovei'cd by Schovten, The latter at a diftance appeared 
to be high land about eight miles in circuit, the other more 
flat, the foil red, and without trees ^r (hrubs of any kind, 
both lying nearly in the latitude of ii* fouth. .Soon after 
they feH in with two more iflands of large extent, to which 
they gave the names Groninguen and Tictovsn, Many of the Gronin. 
officers on board were fully affured that the former was no 
Jfland, but a part of the great Southern Continent they were ^ 
fent to difcovcr. As for the latter, it appeared to be rich, 
beautiful, and fertile, the country moderately high, the mea-^ tart of 
dows of a fine verdure, and the inlands cloathed with trees of thg Term 
all denominations. They obferved, as they coafled along, Auftralis, 
that it formed a kind of crefeent, one of its points turning 
towards Groninguen ; whence it is probable, that what have 
been miftaken far two iflands, are really a part of the Terra . 
AufirOflls Incognita. The author of Roggewin't journal ac- 
knowleges, indeed, that h^ traverfed the coafls of iflands in 
that neighbourhood 1 50 leagues in drcumference ; which co- 
incides with Dampier's account or his having difeovered a 
ffreight between New Cuiney and New Britain. • 

Pursuing h\s courfc, Roggewin doubted not but he fliould 
foon fall in with the coaft either of New Cuiney or New Bri- 
tain ; but, after failing many days, no land was difeovered, 
and he began to be iatisfied of the vanity of his calailations. 

To this difiippointment was fuperadded the difagreeable cir- 
cumflance of a fickly crew labouring under ineNpreflible an- 
guifli. The feurvy fwept off numbers every day, ciies and 
groans were perpetually ringing in the ears of thofc who 
were ftill able to Ifand to the duties of th^ fliip. The flench 
of the deacl and Tick was fo intolerable, that even the healthy 
fwooned away on approaching them fo that they were 
avoided as a peflilence, and left deflitute when Ihey mofl: 

• wanted afliftance. Many ftill kept the deck who were fulfi- 
cient to excite terror and compaflipn ; worn away to the bone, 
they dted by inches in the open air, rather than confine them- 
*felvcs^ to beds, deferted by all their friends. At length it 
plcafed'God to put a period to the miferies of this unhappy 
crew, by giving them a fight of the coaft of New Britain ; 
which was received with fp much traiifport and emotion as is 
altogether ihexpreflible, and not to be conceived but by thofe 
5v’Ii'^have felt h. • 

The counti^ of New Britain, as wtfll 9s many of the 
neighbouring iflands, is co»?»pofcd of high Und, many of the 

3 mountaiim 



34 ^ Terra Auftralff ; B. 3 ClVf 

mountains hiding their tops in the clouds. The fea coafts 
are equally fertile and pleafant, the meadows wearing a be^ 
petual verdure, and the hills bdng covered with various (orb 
of fruit-trees. From the face of the country, as well as its 
fituation between four anch feven degrees,- the had all 
the reafon in the world to look upon Britan as a ter-* 
reflrial paradife, in thei^ prefent condition'; it was therefore 
determined at all events to make a defeent, notwithfianding 
the parties being cut oflT muft have been fatal to the whole 
crews. Both Ihips could hardly fpare hands enough to mao 
the Ihallop, and, in^its abfence, to navigate one of the ftiips ; 
but the padlons of the feamen were fo ftrong, 3nd their ne- 
ceHities fo preiling, that a landing was determined upon. 
Accordingly the ilullop was manned, and inllrufbons given 
to the ofKcer to efledk a landing at any rate, but rather by 
fair means, if he could compafs it. Force was to be ufed 
if gentle remonftrances did not fucceed, as it was almoft 
equally eligible to die by the hands of barba*'ians, and to be 
_ . cut off piecemeal by want and difeafes. The nearer the fea- 
men approached the coaft, the more were they charmed 
it, every ncceifary they coul^ wiflifor prefenting itfelf 
^ * in full view to their ravithed eyes. ^ The natives crouded upon 

the coad, but not in a manner pleaKing to the poor feamen, 
who dreaded meeting with any obflru^lion to the enjoyment 
of the felicity they faw before them. The inhabitants were 
well armed with bows, arrows, llings, and javelins, demon- 
ftrating by their geftures their refolution tooppofe the landing 
of thofe Grangers. As the fliallop drew near Ihore, they 
threw themfelves into a frantic defpair, made frightful faces, 
howled, and tore their hair ; and then immediately, as if 
they had borrowed coui*agc from the great fenfc of their mif- 
for tunes, they hurried off in their canoes to meet that danger 
Ajharp they faw was unavoidable. On coining up with the fhallop, 
JLirnip they difeharged a fhower of arrows, which was followed by 
Kuth the the javelins they had in their hands, and thefc {'ucceeded by 
mifives, a ftorm of flones that came pouring in like hail among the 
Dutch, This fahice was returned by a continual lire from the 
mufquetry, which foou broke and difconcertcd the enemy. 
'Fheir confufion was extreme j they even forgot the proper * 
clunels to the (horc, and in the hurry run their canoes bn. 
rocks and fhoals, which added to the defpair of the Dutch- 
who now faw new obftriiftions to their landing. To 
complete their mifery, a violent ftorm of that kind Whlcli 
they call a praffatt liling in the rnidfl of a calm, c am HtJ' &B, 
and forced the (bins to fea, leaving the fhailop to fliift for 
iifclf, arfioag fuLli a variety o. dangers froiii enemies, foul 
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and llorms. They were without relief, and almoft 
wid>ofit hope, when on a fudden the ihallop was driven on a 
Ihoal, and expoied to all the violence of the winds and 
waves. But as defpair often gives men (Irength and fpirits al- 
together fupernatural, they dragged the boat on dry land, 
where, by the favour of Providence, \hey all got without the 
lofaof ^ iingle man. Night coming on before they had time 
to lookout fora lafe retreat, they contented themielves with 
coUefliog pi^es of wood, and broken branches of trees, of 
which they made a fire to dry and warm (hcmfelves, keeping 
out a flxiA watch to prevent a furprife from the enemy, whole 
bowlings in the woods gave them rcafon to apprehend that 
the night would not be palled in quiet. By the light of the 
lire they difeovered a number of little huts or cabins round 
them, deferted by the inliabiiants. In thefe nothing was 
found but a few nets curioully wrought, upon which the 
DuuA feized. ^hey likewife faw a humber of coco-trees, 
but were dlfagreeably tantalized by the near view of fuch de- 
licious fruit, without the polTibility of taAing it, as they 
hfid brought no hatchets with them. 

From the journalift’s roiation, as^ircll as that of Dampier, 
this country appears to be exceeding fertile, elpecially in all 
kinds of fruits. The mountains promife a variety of mines; 
and indeed there arc hardly any countries under this climate, 
the mountains of which do not produce rich metals. As for 
the inhabitants, tlicy were tall, well-made people, of a mu- 
latto complexion, with long black hair in curls and ringlets 
down to the waiih They are extremely nimbl^and agile ; 
and fo expert in the cxcrcife of their arms, that no doubt can 
■ be made of their being accuHomed to war either among 
themfelves, or with neighbouring nations. The fenlibie 
compiler of »-he vo) ages called Harris's voyages obferves, that 
it has been iong quellioned among the moil experienced na- 
vigators, whether this land ought to be accounted’a ronti- 
njnt or an iiland ? A queftion which Vfe think fiifficiently an- 
fwered by the difeoverics of Dampi^r, if we allow any weight 
to his authority. This .able Teaman has fo minutely deferibed 
' the ilreights thro’ which he pafled, feparating Ne^o O'uiney 
from IfewBritain, that no doubt can remain of the latter’s be- 
ing an ifland, if we admit that Dampier at all failed the courfe 
he pretends lo have followed. We may likewife obierve, that 
the journalift agrees fo exaffly with Dampier's defeription of 
the actives of this copif, as w’dl as of the bay, that we are led 
to believe Ro^ge'k/in's iliallop muft have landed in the bay 
called by Dampier Slin^crs Bay, from the dexterity of the 
inhabitants uj the ufe of thofe weapons. To thefe rtileflions 
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it may not be improper to add, that DampUr^B and ^oggtwitfs 
want of fuccefs ought by no means to deter meir from pro- 
fecuting fo important a difeovery ; fince it is certainly poT- 
fible for ihips to.reach thofe countries without fuibiuing the 
loiles and hardlhips of Jloggewm*s drew. The coafl; of Nevf 
Bjritain is from their a6:ounts well known, and fo accurately 
laid down in our charts, that there is no danger qf an 
expert Teaman’s milling it. If therefore a fmall fquadron 
failed from hence dii*eAly to that coaft, there is all human 
probability that we fhould in a Ihort time be mailers of a 
country equivalent to the Spice IJlands, and our lofs at Am- 
boyna \ 

The misfortunes the Dutch met with here made fuch an 
impredion, that they called this part of the country Storm 
Land, Without making any farther attempts, they quitted 
the coall, with intention to feek relief on either the ifland 
Moa or Arimoa. They had reafon to compiend the care and 
exa^nefs with which Schouten laid down the fituation of 
thofe illands, lince from his relation they quickly difeovered 
them. No fooncr did they comfi within light of the Ihofe, 
than a defeent on Ariihoa was refolveJ on ; but the hofpita- 
lity of the natives lendered violence unnecellary, for the 
lliips no fooner appeared than canoes crouded to them with 
coco-nuts and othci v^-yetables. Nu,-:! da) they returned 
again with fix Hi cargos of coco-nuts, Indian figs, roots, 
and fallads, lor whu.h the Dutch ofiered them toys ; but 
they would enter upon . ) bargains, giving their commodities 
gratis, an^^ accepting, of fmall prefents in return, with a ci- 
vility and obliging manners becoming a more pol-flied people. 
The Dutch were extrcnel ' can "(I to proem e ^onie hogs, and, • 
to gratify them, the natives brought thiec oi four large 
dogs, having milUken the ''gns maue by the Teamen. The 
illandcrs did all in their powci to induce ti..- ihi crews to 
land ; tlht Roggeutin, dreading fomc treachery i.i'ght be in- 
tended, which could not fail of being fatal i.. the prer(mc. 
diftrelled condition of the feamcn, he declined the invita- 
tion. 

It was obferved, that as often as the Arimoans went oi.' 
board their vellels, they took in their hands a Hick; with a 
flag tied to it, which they guellcd to be a flag of truce ; 
thence concluding that they were at war with fome neigh- 
bouring power ; and probably with the Moans^ Thdc con- 
je^lure was corroborated by obferving, that their canoe%iievor 
touched on th^t illand ; on the contrary, that they hurried 

Pr 
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by il with a vifible precipitation. This remark fuggefte^ to 
theit imagination a projefi: for procuring fpcedily a irefh flock 
of providons. They were fatisfied that the ilUnd of 
or Mo/a, was but thinly peopled, although no Icfs plcafant 
and fertile than the other ; and this engaged them to attempt, 
by a hidden defcent, to carry off at once what might enable 
then to profecute the voyage, without danger of again fall- 
ing into the diftredes they had fo lately fuhained. The 
fcheme was bold, and required courage, prudence, and pre- 
fence of mind, to condufl it with addrefs. It .vas propofed 
that a landing fhould be effe^ed in different places ; that one 
body, only fhould march into the country, while the reft 
made all poflible efforts to unite, and, if occafion required, 
to fupport the advanced party. The projeft fucceeded to 
their wifh ; the execution being as intrepid as the plan was 
wifely form^. As foon as the Dutch began to cut down the 
coco-trees, me natives, who lay in amRulii amidft fome cop- 
pices and Bru/hwood, rallied out, pourin'^ a Iho'.ver of ftones 
upon them ; from which, l^wever, the> efcaped unhurt, and 
fo vigoroufly returned it by a biifk jjifrharge of their fire- 
arms, that feveral of the etiemy being killed, the if ft fought 
fccurity in flight, leaving the Dutch to the quiet jibfieffioii of 
the coco-nuts, as/hc reward of their valour. After this de- 
feat, the enemy, By ihclr iric. , bowlings, endeavoured 
to alarm ihet. lot their C(;niirr) i' but in vain: for fu 

judicious svas the difprifiticjn ol i D \ /*, as to be able to 

attack theiTi in flank and lear, ha defrended from the 

mountains. The booty the Du ried olT Ubnlilled of 

800 coco-nuts, a great nnmh r igriinates and /WzViw 

■figs, or pi fin;, ivi'h which uier the /hips, extremely 

well filislied will) llieir cxpc'^ition , 

WiiiT.E tji. y were preparing^ i » Lave the coaft, theifland- 
ers peicci.'iiy ih.ti they bad no o’.l'cr deflgn than ^gather 
iomc fruit, ^ nc oifliom Ihoiein two hundred canoes, with 
Jai^e quant’' It'S o{ ticfli provitious, whicli they exchanged for 
the ufmil baublci.. This vifit rha/>.v/f/& underftood as in- 
tended to prevent a fecond defcent; for which rtafon they 
•fefufed, admitting but a few at a time on boaid ; and when 
they atmmpted to rufh oii board in numbers, they liied upon 
them. This made the Induins plunge into the fea, and, as 
foon as they had raifed their heads above w^ater, fet them in 
a violent fit of laughter. As foon as this ftrange intercourfe 
oTht^ftilities and.kindnefles w'as over, the admiral weighed 
anchor, continuiifg his courfe through a fea fe replete with 

a Saice ^THfUdire .^ncicnne,Toni. fi.xicme. 
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(D) Whenever the Inha- 
bitants of theft lilands go to 
any of the Moluccas, to ex. 
pole the produce of their coua* 
try to fate^ ftdi as fait pork, 
sunber»iie, gold duft, ^r. 
they hKcwife carry with them 
fome budiTof paradife . What 
mpears extraordinary 'is, that 
dhele birds ate eoiiftantly found 
dead, the nativesebeing intsrely 
egnoraat whence they come, or 
whme diey bcedd^ Certain it 
is, honmverv that^heyatofeen 
lenetimosveryUrtiiidm «ir. 
This bud is eametihlf light, as 
it chsedy 'coodfts ipf limeis, 
which are ib very beantifal ae 
to render it omof th^jpeateft 
coripfifies of nachie* ’nae pie- 
aoagn <of the head in bright as 
iMuwihed gold f its beak of a 
ihining, ibit, and elegant green, 
with a tail and wings rmemb. 
ling a peacock. Such, at leaft, 
L che^deferipdon given by the 
Journalid, which differs confi. 


derably from the accounts of 
fome. natn^’alifts, and indeed 
from'what we have feen called 
the Inri of faradt/o in die col 
ledions is fome ntsrtuofi^ As 
to the reft. In its beak and form. 
It comes neareft a fwallow, but 
laiger. Thofe Fofoes, who deal 
in uem, would perfaade ftran- 
gers, that, having no feet, when 
afteen, they fufpend themfelyes 
by tae feathers to the branches 
of a tree , but the' truth is, they 
cntiiff their feet, in order to 
reader the curiofity more w in- 
dcfful. They likewife allege, 
that the male has a cavity in ic» 
back, where he lodgM th- 
young till they are abU tO Hy , 
nnOtkelr ‘'ftoiy rai^ by the 
triciks of thofe honeft d^liprs. 
They alfo aftert that die »sd 
of paradsfe is l»>ntijan«J)y on 
the wvogf a aaturaliHc^e- 


ouence of « its being without 
mt 1 and that it lives upon in. 
fe6ts* which It fnat^s m its 






fdhlM ta a«ir AitNiAdnMiNMI^^ 

tfdhdSi vcid o£ 
iMng, wdJti>wwlMtt.iT-> 

. A* to 4 « n^bq^K f j8|i||iipM^IWlff/>i>»l -ft «t^ 

pemauHUtt a'Wiy trcH «M 

«S fom pf cfaateWT wiw W i lt ■ ^l > ^ i w ^l ^^nVl^(f lit s-arai^'of 
400 ttagues tie 4|(l«Mi not 

diifcrs confiderably w|th whi^ out^ Mft 

to confider the feafons'c^ thcNca^ iSmt «k» performed dur 
eircuk/ *lfe tbtlito It 

aboufids in mmf tkh coartmeio^^ '^loes, dnr. $ 

the rather* be<:a\^ i^ooe 5 f dS^hovtm in i^t 

p-irallel urerefomid d)fo<fit 

th'it perioaa of credit fifuued b4n*,tbat/99QjB ht th^ fre«1»ftr^ 
g^es in the l}fotuccas mgkb ul ^oual voyage to 3 ^/int Cui»> 
v'y, and’IpJtcHhnge fmafi fckAi'tJf Ircto fof huttnegK S^hu* 
ten, Ai we have ieeiv and. other i^Avigitori* eoncidved high 
actions of the vmitlt and kr^f A tMsf cotfifrjr, whkh 
they cooftant^ rSptefqiiL asxuie of the iineft in the world t 
but they wece not abk fo jpenetrate far into it, nor can 
be efieded with a (inaU foicc;„4gamA a numerous, maiualy 
bia\e, and weUrdtdiphoed people. 

^ Htft. del ^atig. aax Teirei Aaft. pt 


tottrfe through the air The 
feathers of the in ‘tie are fiiore 
beautiful ard gaudy chan thofe 
df che-fcm'tlc; and ic is very 
ejttiaord ftaiy, that of all 'the 
.4kbmah of which we have any 
knowlege, this interfion of si* 
tare and pecaherty appeara 
e>nly in birai, the female of all 
other moimab bemg the moft 
beautifub Ij^ the caRem laa** 
giuage, this bbd is called 'Tliahn 
nirafet that (s, the 
The :MW^» the "Hrebtnm, aid 
iBnbTtkfiiMtt eftceincjiaflfigntat' 


Jy, odfiar theii feathers CO adoM 
their ISddlcsi and horfe futni*. 
tore, and, to heighten their 
Itiftre, they intermingle them 
sifCKpearbdaddiamoiRlB They 
wearthem hbewile iniheirtur^ 
bai|ji* efpeaally when they go 
to war, trom a iuper&tious bo* 
lion that they are a kind of 
tharm to (ecure them from 
wojinds. The ftiah and mogol 
ttfdd CO prefenC them as- tokeBa 
of the higheft favour iBd «fleefl» 
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Tm Kbiiiider of JtWnvmt v0]^ tidten up k 

{Mffiige on the north of me equator, throng' places already 
difcovered, we IhaU finifli our abridgment dt jourhals, takii^ 
it for granted, that the reader is fuffidently convinced of the 
truth of the anertion, that there litt a continent in tht South 
Seas, of prodigious extent. It is greatly to be kmented* 
that Jloggewitt*s propofhls to the IVIf/l India company were ne- 
ver publKhed. It cannOt be doubted but they contain a va- 
riety of curious particulars, which might refleft great light 
upon thisfubjeA. However, as this is a pai'ticular rather to 
be wiihed than hoped for, we muft content ourfelves with 
endeavouring to uipply this deficiency by a dofe attention 
to his and the other voyages we have abridged. 

S £ C T. VI. 

Contaimt^ the reafint vty the Spaniards nfgkff eulfi- 
voting andpurfuing the difcdveries of Quiros \ a gene-- 
ral yiew of the Terra Auftralis; arguments why the 
Englifh ought to endeavour to ejiabltjb colonies there ; 
maxims relating to the profefution of difcoveries ; prih 
pofalsfor planting, fettlementt in New Britain i add 
philofophical eonje&uires concerning the inhabitants of 
the Southern Continent. 

W E obferved at the concludon of our abftrafh of Don 
Fernandez de ^iiros*s memorial to Philip III. that the 
whole projefl of this enterprifii^ man came to nothing, tho* 
the court had tlicn fo good an opinion of it, that they qr- 
dered oomipifiioners to take it into confideration, and the me- 
7he rsa- morial to be printed at Seville, J. i6io. It had been indeed 
ftm nvly a fettled maxim for many years afterwards, in the Spanijb 
the Spa- cabinet, not only to abandon the purfuit of thefe difcoveries, 
niards ^ gvgu treat “as fi^Hon the relations of them publilhcd 
not authority. They were reduced fo low as to be 

^MfJveries * condition to execute enterprifes of this nature, 

^Qjjjroj^or eyen to attempt them with any probability of fuccell-. 
^ * They forefaw, that if the]^Aiould ellabliih themfelves in two 

or three iflands only, it would encourage their more potent 
maritime neighbours to difpoflefs them, and by that means' 
gain not only the fettlements from whence they were firivdn, 
but a Hep towards fixing colonies between their American do- 
minions and the Philippine IJlands. As this would be a inoft 
pernicious ftroke to the Spanijb trade, the mihiftry have al- 
ways declined the immedtafe advantage, tl^t tnig^t csfult 
from a commerfe with the Southdm Continent, rather than 
hazard future inconvenience* ' flowever prudent this 
'/ . condo^ 
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epoduA liiajf be is the Spaniards, it is underfill, howdv^' * 
that other«oarioo$ have not endeavotired to teap th^ fmit$^ 
which naturally flow from the peculiai* circumflaaces of that 
court. Before we proceed (o thofe political obfervations, it 
may be proper we fltould flrfl lay down fuccindtly and clearly 
the feveral difcoyeriies made by the. pvincipal navigators into 
the South Seas. It is evident from what has been related^ 
that New Cuiney, Carpentarm^ New HoUand, Anthony Van 
Diemen's Land, and the countries dl&overed by ^iros, make 
all one continent, from which New Zealand on the one fide; 
and New Bnitain on the other, are disjoined by flreightSi 
The former may perhaps be part of a continent correfpond- , 

ing to Africa^ as the Terra AuftraHs does to America. This 
Southern Continent flretches from 44 degrees fouth latitude 
quite to the equino^ial, extendingrfrom 122 to 188 degrees 
of longitude : a trafl of country altogether prodigious-, to 
have fo long lain undifeovered, but far fhort of the limits 
aferibed to it hy'^de ^dros. To comprehend the nature ,of 
this dlfcovery, and the fituation of the Southern Continent, 
a fliort view of the foutherft hemirpherc may be neceflary* 

'If then we .fuppofe the fouth polit to be the centre of iAgenet^l 
chart, of which the equinodfial is the circumfei'ence, a divl- mieu^ofthe 
fion of four quarters will be made, which if thoroughly 
known, this partflf the world would be perfcftly difcovercd./»ff««^/*^ 
What we mean is, that if the courfc from 44 degrees fouth 
quite to the line had been ftriftly followed, and then 
tour round New Britain and the north end of the continent, 
made, the general chart of this traft would be fufficiently 
clear. Within the firfl of thefe diviflons, viz. ffom one to 
. nine degrees of latitude, lies the great continent of Africa^ 
the moil fouthern point of which is the Cape of Good Hope, 
lying in the latiiude of 34 degrees 15 miiTutcs fouth. Be- 
tween this cape and the pole feveral fmall and very incon- 
fiderablc iflands have been difeovered, affording us only this 
ceftainty, that to the latitude of 50 degrees there is no land 
*31 any coufequence. Mr. Bouvet, in the year 1738, per- 
formed a voyage purpofely to dli^ver whether there wwe 
» liny lands to the fouth in that quarter. On the 1 8 th of July 
he failed from Port VOrient, and on thefirll of January ^ 

In with a country in 54 degrees fouth, the coafts of which 
were cqvered with ice ■. This country was in the lohgitucUi 
aS deiOTees 3^ minutes ; the miadon of the compafs bein^ 
there 5 degrees 45 minutes to the weft In the neilt quar- 
ter,' VIZ- from ninety degreed of longitude to i860, thh 
• Hi(f. des Navigat. fttlxTefreSAdllK T.ii. Aippl* * Bars 
R ti, b;i. Cr (j. fi 20. ' .. 
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* eoua£ri«9 of ^whlch we.hai^ 

^tbern cootineut or jjdafnd 
degrees foiath latitude, which ^ 

taen*s Land in N^ Holland* in th'e th^ U 

very little difcovercd with any d^ree o£ th$t \$t 

from 1 50 to lyo degrees c^ londme. , 
deed vlfited the coaft of Zultt^y in^fhe l^llpu^ qf 
degrees lO minutes fouth, and in.^eioBgltude 
Tlecer^ grees 28 minutes. But excepting and theiQands of 
taitttjf nve RotterdaM and Jnt/lerdain, we know very little. If there be 
home of the^^y doubts then about the reality of a Southern Continent^ 
Southirn refpg^ to that part of it lying within this 

Conttmnt, third diviAon, through which Schouten and Le Maire failed 
without dil^vering any thing but a few iflands. The fourth 
and laf! dmHon of the fbntl^ra pole is from 27a degrees of 
longitude to the iirft meridian, within which is included the 
continent of South Ar^crica and the illand of Terra del fuego, 
the moA fouthern promontory of which iS fappofed to be 
Caj>e Horn. This cape, according to the beft charts, is fitu-i- 
ated in the latitude of 56 degro^s, beyond which there has 
been nothing difcovcrejl with any degree of certainty on the 
fouth-eaft or the weft fides. On the whole, however, it 
appears, that three continents are already tolerably difeo- 
vered, which point towards the fouth ; ole. Hence it is 
highly probable there is a fourth lying between the country 
of New Zetdand, difeovered by Captain Tajmant and thole 
lands feen by Captain Sharpe and Mr. Wafer in the South 
Seas. Leaving this matter to the induftry of future ages, we 
will return* to that great fouthern iflaiid or continent, b>' which- 
ever of tliefe names the reader may chufe to call it, which 
was affually fnrrouiided by Tafman, Dampiett and in a 
great meaforc by Schouten, the bounds of which are pretty 
exactly afeertained. 

Tie tii~ Tha,t the reader may have a further idea of the import- 
country, it will be requifite to liiy fomething of 
1 T climates in which it is Atuated. As it lies upon the equl- 

nofHal line, and near the^foi ty-fourth d^ee of fouth lati- 
^ ^‘tude, the loi^eft d^y in the moft northern parts muft be i?i 
hours, and in the fouthern about 1 5 hours fome odd jjiioutes. 
Thus it extends from the firft to the feventh cUmate, which 
IhewB its iltuation to be -the happieft in the world ; the coun- 
ty called ydn Diemen*s Land in every thing retobliog. the 
fouth of France, In all countries fome parts' ai’c oblerved 
to be more wholfome and plealant than others. If \ye may 
reafonefrom analogy, we may infer, that the countries iitu- 
ated withis two or three degrees of the Tropic of Capricont^ 

wldch 



ofy^etu ikiBand^' Are^K« ^ ' 
aiid ^dl&gimble pasfs^of the : H£i«> ss 
the'dhyife are ahitgyd of an equal length, the cHiiiate 

dMin; under tbfi line. Two degrees further 
frbih- the <hat jis, under the latitude 127 ^cgroea 
loath, the d^s are durteen hours and an hajlf^ and the fun 
twigs* in. their zenith, which muft caufe a fcorching heat for 
two months, or more ; although near the line, or beyond 
27 {buth, that is, in both extremitii^s of the continent, the 
climate mull be equally wholfome and pleafant. 

As to the wealth and fertility of this cbntinent^ both rca- 
fon and experience fecm to unite in mahiog it one of the . ' 
Hapixeft (^puntries In the world. Both dp ^uros and 
fier have defcribed it in glowing colours, fuch as might 
fhought to flow from the pencil of fancy, if farther expe- ' 
rlence, and the very nature of the* thing, did not fupport 
their afTerdons. The country called by the former La Au- 
Jiralia del Efpiruto Santo, in the latitude of 15* 4o^fouthHho 
af&rms to abound with gold, filver, pearl, mace, nutmegs, 
and ginger. It is oppofite^to the country called Carpentaria, 
and, from its fituation, ^ues the fhtfDgcB credibili^ to the 
warm dcfcriptioa of the difcovcrer; Captain Dampier fpeaks ^ 
df the land about Cape St, George a|ia Port Mountague in 
much the fame Idhguage, but enumerates fewer of the rich 
commodities, which' might probably arlfe from the fuperfi' 

*cial vTew he tc^ of the country ; .whei-eas ^tiros actually 
refided for fomw time in the parts he defcribes, and confe-p 
qtiently had better opportunities of being acquainted with 
the produce. Schouten and Tafinan likewife t^t notice of 
nutmegs and ginger, as well as copo-nuts, pifans, ifc, which 
they fow on the coaft. It cannot either be fuppofed,^ that 
all thofe writers were mlflaken, or that thty concurred in a 
fettled phn*of deceiving the public, and impoling on their 
readers. The perfeft harmony betiyeen their reports, and 
^the fituation of this continent, the trees on the l^nd, and the 
lifh on the coaft,* correfpondlng exactly with the trees of 
thofe coltetries, and tlfe 'fifh on •thofe coafe?, where thefe I 

•commod^ies arc known to abound within land, firongly in- 
timatwu"donforrniiy th[ronghont,' hnd'tal^ a^wafthe le^ fuf- 
^On^ dieir Vi^nibiltyand vtt 

^ ydoa, and abound in. 
prej;^j]s''ihHtek, and oth^ ^uabte oosynodkies, 

Juices; Gmn^ and'the regions behind .iiiuft« 

Bj be ^ ^chti&lljr radowed by nature^ 

' . . ' ’* 'V ^ Siif. des'ifavfg. T. if. p. 393: ' 




4^ ; 

K idltf ifl^n4 of ^J\Sadagafcar\iSo finc^ fiod^c^ iC.iroi 
Ijljiithors fpfdk it; if gojd, ivbiry, __ 

pf great v^ne, are cojnmon in the foutn^k part }^ri^ai 
froBL Melin^ dowo to the Qipe Ccn^ H^^r and up again 
to Cafi£ Gonzalez^ here are the fanw parcels m l^eyi Zealand^ 
New Holland, and Ca^ipeniarm/ ,lt ,, Pe't^ omfiow with 
filver, if all the mouQtalh$.of.Ci6i/i are filled with gold, thd 
Brazils with every fort of wealth, this continent cnj'oys"the 
benefit of the fame pofition ; and therefore whoever tho- 
roughly difcovers and fettles it, will infallibly be pofielTed 
of tcri'itqri^ as rick, as fruitful, and as capably of improve- 
ment, as the Moluccas^ xhe Ckpe of Good Hope, Peru, Chili', 
Or the Brazils, and indeed as any that have hitherto been 
fiiicovered in any part of the terraqueous globe. * ' ' ' 

' ^ to the po&bility of planting colonies, and eflablil^g 
fettlements hve, we .miifi confefs, that' at firft fight cohfi- 
derable dlihculties wqpld ieem to arife with refpedl to any 
European nation befidcs the Dutch and Spaniards, The for- 
mer, in particular^ might either froin Batavia, Moluccas, or 
even from the Cape ^ Good Hope, Settle with eife where they 
thought proper. How<s^cr, as they have negle^ed this fol^ 
near a century, no reafoh can be given why their condu^ 

' fiiould be a rule to oth^r nations, ft would llkcwife be ab- 
lurd to dread the refenfmeot of the Hollanders, “for endea- 
vouring to turn to advantage countries which they have fo 
long permitted. to lie waAe and deferts, at lealfl w'ith 'refpeff 
to Europe. The p®wer of the iDutch is doubtlefs very great 
in the Eafi Indies \ but the fuperiority of the Briitfl) marine, 
with a due Ixcrtion of Britifh fpifit, would not fail of keep- 
ing them in awe, and afiording all necef^iry protection to'the 
new colonics. That the Dutch Eafi India company would 
be Jealous of fuch an efiablifliinent,, and do all in their power 
to impede its progrefs/is too obvious from tlidrtCondiiCt to 
Reafonsjor JXtfcp JVefi company,' 7722-3. But are we' 
Aatafpri- therefore to ill Aill, 'and, be awed and iutimidated by a com,- 
^‘edtngibe ! Wc havc.rcafon tp thank God that we are now go-'- 
DuKh Ihcwn an e^ual rcg;^d to the 

in India, welfare of his people, a^d the'digmity of his crown ; w ho is ^ 
biafied by no connections or with any^othcr 
maritime power,' fhift' can in the kaft ijlterfwe 'wk^ the comr 
merdal jnierdtl: of / Hsjitaln. Ijf »hb weak*an({^mld mca- 
fnresof .the adminlfifatlon' made .ys relihq^uil)i the tr^e of fhe 
Mfj^sas ; the .popularity, vigour, ai^d intcgrit]f,’'^ .^eprelcnt’ 

* ■ aiFda:itb^riap’pieft>ppprtumtyfo 'fetnevlng ^aftofs, 

^d giViqg a mere Tevere otow tp HoUand than all the power 
2 if our navy' could under the protectorate o£ Oliver, Vir the 
. ^ ■ '• '‘/Ov*' - • • ■ • indblen^' 



of the Scicotid. P«rl^' fhft con^ 

' qiiiftoes w the tra^cnl afilr of A/nkyna and p9olmn]f haere 
not cesiicdt throu A a ihrka of yeu? , to thk moment The 
DiOch have ever unce maintained thoie iOands, and cagrplfiMl ^ 
the whole fpice trade. JLong pofledion has now given them 
a kind of ri^ht, which it would he hazardous and expeniive 
to difpvte with them, as thdr garrifons are firong and nu- 
merous in their dUfirat. iertlements in the Ei^i Indies^ But 
they can neither pretend an excluOve right, nor, if they did^ 
could they maintain it in any countries fouth of the equi- 
nofiial. Their difpute with the Dutch \VtJt India company . 
proves what the general (enie of that nation was to the righta 
of the Eajt India company. The deciiion of the commif- 
iioners, who were all civilians, and perfons knowing in 
trade as well as learned in the law, was clear agalnft them^ 
although the influence and power of the Ecfi India company 
deterred the India company fron^attempting to reap thot 
fruits of the verdift given in their fevour; We have nothing 
to fear on that head, our fleets and armiea, as well as the 
jjadnefs of the undertaking, wonid be our defence. 

We cannot do better ^an piefeut the reader uddi an 
abftrafi; of what the new compiler of Harrises Voyages fays ^ 

.upon this fubjefl. We know the reader will excufe it, on 
account of the good fenfe, the public fpirit, and true com- 
mercial knowlege, fo confpicuous io every page of this judi- 
cious hifloriau. The firft point with reip^ to a difcovery Etafinsfvn 
would be, as he obferves, to fend afquadron on the coafl oi •fiuhHJblng 
Van Diemen's Land, and thence round by the coaft of New • commerce 
duiney, fqllowing thecourfe of Captain TafmJn. By this 
the nation wljo attempted the difcovery might poflibly a<x)uire 
a certainty pf the commodities, harbours, and manner of 
commencing a iradp, with the Southern COmiuent. Such a 
voyage might be finUhed at a fmall charge by the India com- 
pany in the fpace of eight mp^t^; nor is there tany thing 
^improbable, that the l^fl^m|«^ when difepgaged from war, 

*and intent upon the aflaiff pf '^mmerce, may be direfUd to 
make fuch an expe(j)dpn 91 cS^pence of the puhd9* Hence 
• all the back cc^fl<9 New, ^iUand qnd Nev^^Gt^iney, qujte to 
the equiqqfUal, might be thoroughly muuniir^, the ^untry 
peiwtn^ted'hy'ii fotcc, mod censto fefonpatipp be 

obtained 9 cplppy fetcleuthprp might anfwv the 

exp^tipoe of the bid); Judges. Tope^cms acqu^m<$avlth 
i(he Navigation iso the£^. Indies, thp^pfdltiUPOQUld iieith^ 
be thoqgiit dii^ous ^ difficult It «1^dy Itopwi^ 

^Jiat there are illands ev^, -where im the yrhtrc Ihips, 

^ Z 4 , ' upon. 
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niitk' V il altiOb-’illASar 

If wft risfIbA ti|ibil^a]l th^ 
joiii^ls we have qiloc^l ilb dr^tf^lf'Qi^THe 



aatt with' otilieri ‘ w^ thti^ ailfpl^ 

evidence .of there ^mg a eomideht ‘and many iflatidsftothd 
•fodthj all ’rich, fertile, and ^pulotta, If i rr^de tq thele 
was opened, the /^e reafon fheiy^ that if miift Be verycom* 
mo^ious, and produce as gte^t,, or 'greatSer advantages, thdB 
thole' which have resulted from the difcovery of J^meHcS: 

. Is ft not therefore alfonllhfng t|iat thi6 ‘pOwerfnl and bufy na^ 
tiod Ihbhtd never have ptidertaken to gratify thdr curiolity; 
bjrthelblieft'cpnYiCHoa'df the ilateof'this continent T Man^ 
exp^itfojUs '(lavc been- m^de' to'tbe South Seas,- bfut hot one' 
fot thC'pori^le W’eha^emeil^^^d. 'UnTers p^e excfept Ddm-^ 
phr*^ fti'afcK- fefs for effedfmg k 'Vpwlement. Indidea' no Eu- 
ropean power ev^ fitted oirt' a iqu^droh adequate to the de< 
or able’ td^jfeftetrattf by foSdi’iWtp the boxvels of the 
country. ' The5/^j/S Shtr2>d^i?M‘^e'cohforited themfelves 
with ruAning along -^he coaffsy whh^t venturing fo'inake ^ 
defeent, cither-fOT fimf iDf ohtei^pbwci^ By the inhabi- 
tants, or of watiting prdvilions in riieir rcjSrnr. 'E(^gMn, 
indeed, made fouie attempts?; ‘but‘ w'rfhout endeavouring to 
penetrate ferther than the grdvies'of (toco-trees, and the IkirtJs’ 
of the country. The &\sthpr o£' Eoggewin% Journal fpedfies- 
thefe as re^fons for the* mifcarrijige of that expedition, • arjd 
fays dowm the follo^vihg inaxirnsr, which 'he ifWuks, if ftea- 
dily 'purfued, ’ would gready a/fift, HT'fiot'abfohjtcly effcCV, 
this important diftovery. In ^he firft place,* fays he,- 
9 ** fUch alli^gn is not to be iflidert'aicfen bydne di^^ofliips,. 
but by a fqoldrdn; and-ihefe-tob of feveTal l&nds, fomc 
ot forte, ^ome tenders, all vell^'provided, manned, and 
yiftuaUedt'fof a longNi^yagfe. :^diy, THfc fliip*s com'panyl. 
ought' -td Ubtrordpd^d jphieHy * of j^odd Wh^Caa 

** hithdrtb'ffid’^fcws of ftrch’^ydftfe'havie at leaftSad a^nia-* 
" jqrify bf on Boad. i'Voynge if hatuhl ' 

tftaif.Biith deci^i^’fthlfW^ca^fcQCh'&V 

** ScrstieVcK^iW obt be ;iblf to^vlgactj^ 

fifft’fqttadroh;. 

« ih5«fltf,be anoih^B' f<iE!kfl0r'lt, WKcIi wdhld'^vortt. 
ff' tlte'Bifj cdSfts of-theTcu):Vy; add' Of bad jwoviijbhd; ipifcer 
it would give an oppdtwauty of icinewG, atrf pre-’ 


fhey* 
ti-llf %hat nuta-‘ 
gdly,* 


jfr 

a 'antvttiueiii’ru^^^ 4dily» 'As h. is unjMjPible ^ 

^ &i;dfee''die twmsy dcptir ia a voyage» a «efi^ 

** fdacet^Vtnteviioaftould be lbted‘ii|ion iM^e the iqiia* ’ 
dro&'^dlsr and ^ Gaptidn of each ihip be (bi^ly eAjDloedt 
I' to thkb9r> and toatinve tbm tot a oeruUtf timci, to 
wait fpr the'coAfortt and- jiindiion of the wiiplie decti 
LaftJy, Whoever Is intruded with tJbe chief ooittfrfaod of 
** foch an escpedition» (honld not be limited or redtaha^ by 
his cOmmiiliOQ. Much Ibonld be left to his difcretioii^ 

^ that he may be able to purifue drcumildhces, and accom- 
modate hlmfelf to contingencies) which it would be impof* 
iible to forefee. Upon this« and his own prudence, de- 
*' p^ds the fucceffi of the whole expedition.” Our journalUt 
had znafon to mention this kft maximi for he faw the con* 

, fulibn which attended the limited and IhiA ordeiu Rogg^* 
win. Who was fo^ed by higinfttnSSonoto.retuirn to Batavia 
ht the vpy time wnen he 'might have lenteted' upon his dif^* 
veries with advantage and'fucccfs h. ' 

pROBAXL V the neafon wh^ no Buroptan. Aate has attempted 
fettling colonies in 'the Teroa Aufirdli^ map Be, that they aU 
Wait dll fome ohd b^gin, which havii^ open^ a way, the 
reft may follow with lefs hazard and expence,; yet what rca» 
fon is there tO fiXpofe that the ftrft difcovei^^would, in 
this inftanCe, be lels tenacious of his right than the Sfani^rdf 
are of theirs in Perui tbe Portugutfe in the Brazils, the 
french in Caftada, the Bagli/b in Virginia, and the Dutch in 
the Mdluccas, The law of nations gives an exdufive right 
to^ the firft difcQverers and colonies, who are the lawful fovc- 
■ reigns'of this trade ; and, in this cafe, would foon become 
the moil conliderable maritiiDe power in the world. 

‘WrYUf renard motirielves, ^perhaps the ^eateft difficulty 
attending the fending a fcpiadron to pimen*s Lapd, to rnahera/^ of 
thejnccel&iry Inquiries prerions to the eftablUhment qf kvUie- procuring 
'mhnts, would confiftin hliviog a fahr and Impartial account impar- 
the expeffition When’made; for private Intereft is fo apt 
in^rfere and jdaffi With il^s gooa pf the public, thSt it is 
■^'rf7ithfy jhatlet td'pfocuFe the' ftir^ ^tel&ehce where fo"'*'"'*"* 
mii^ ^rfotiS a'f^e'<3^(^ed to fafewtit;' *'Thc inftances of 
thh^ trad^ "itkd'Captw'ite^^ voya^lfof .the 

wtMy 'Of an6rth’-W)^ ;paffiige;^ mv .'fiaffideiit prdofy of 
this. .The ktter:of thefc tenninati^.^ a^w^m dl^te whe^ 
tber b^ifcoveled 'or not ; tbe perfon fnppofetf 

(n^ j^vemade th| dScorery maintditting the negative. This 

Hil'AeiNavig. p.^57. KAaazs, T. i. fefl. ao. 
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sit TiS«AuftHilis!^®ia '• 

olxfirndlton might, h^wevitr, be (uncounted hy j^denf lE^fpi* 
ttons in fending ncme but men of ability and integrity .vpcm 
fuch expeditions, who, on their retqrn, fliouid be obligea to 
Prvpufal deliver their journals upon oath. Th<; principal officers tinder 
that tht^ him Ihould alfo be obliged to keep their journals diftiofl and 
journals ^rfeparate, not to be iidp^ed by the (hpeirior ; and all of them 
dtliverid xo be poblilhed by authority, that every man migh^hav^ the 
oath, liberty of examining them, of propofing his obje^ions, or 
certain circumllances from reafon, fiom experi- 
^boritv hiftory. In Ihort, of, giving a full and ferupu- 

lous critique upoli each journal, that the publcc might have 
the cleared information that was poffible. From hence would 
appear the expediency of profecutiog or abandoning the de- 
iign, experience would be allied by philofophy, and it, on 
the other hand, be confirmed by experience. Science and 

J kraAkc would go hand in hand, and the public would be 
i*eed from the dange«of embarkiug upon expenfive ideal pro- 
jeAs, which too frequently are the tools of knaves, and the 
fchemes of the artful and defiguing. 

ProitS ' extending this commerce/ and fettling new colonies, 
ibZ the might be thought buathenfome v> the India company, whofe 
Africa »s already fufficiently great for one torporation; if it 

tom^y (hould be thought grievous to a company that has purchafed 
jhauld he her privileges at the expence of a large^oan upon low in- 
invepd tered, to uddertafce fuch an expedition, merely to ferve the 
•with the public, promote the exportation of our manufactures, and 
exelupue number of tndudrioos perfons maintained by fo- 

vtibt of noobjeClion to putting 

^eoveries^^ proje®. in the hands of the J/ricM company. As they 
Md fettle- XTC in a lefs fiourilhing condition, they may probably purfue 
ments in it with more indudry. They have opportunities nearly equal 
the South- with the others, the voyage n^y eafily be performed from 
one Conti* their fettlemeuu in ten months. ' If the trade tras found to 
jHM/. anfwer,ftt might encourage them to fettle a cqlQoy in Mada- 
gafear^ from which iflaud ihe trade to New Cmney might 
very commodioully be conducted. Should it be objeCte<f, 
that the French fettlemenfs on Madagofear v^% with no fuc- 
cefs, and foon fieU: into rain, might hol'^r, that the cafe « 
is widely diffibi^t. There they upoh a dock raifed 
at exotbitaqc iQtqrefti here they aieTttpp^ed' to fi^ put free 
at lead. There the fmde was confined m a narreyw ^,iqpad> 
and marketa foredalled b/the Hutchf Englijhf, Porittgitefet 
and Z>^i i here it would be carried on with a new-^if^O- 
vered country, probably rich in many lhrh;les httlv:rtQ UQ; 
Vnown^. a.s weM as in' thole' of the greated value, dow en- 
groiicd hy the Djttcbi a c9antry’»thc property of the com- 



Wl)i<^ for^mer;,^ amt not^.^fifoh 
psiiy, an ^^laaed, We caiinot^ mdo^, prefome to iky 
How &r ruch a tc^e migkc be confiHent with, their prefeat 
charter; but we will affirm it might be conduced without 
ioterferiiig at all with the rights df the £<2^ /ncfia company, 
if then It ihould be found advantageous to* the public, and 
beneficial to the company, there caQ*b< ttjealbn: alined 
^hy It ihould not be hKur^ to them in iH'moft efieaual 
manner. 

A VERT finall progrefs in this new commerce would ibon 
ipftore the reputation of the company, and«perhaps eafe the ' 
nation of the annual expence of maintaining forts and gar* 

^ons on the coafi of Africa, as well as bring a large addi- 
^onal revenue to the crown. Something of this fort is ab- 
folutely neceflary to jufiify the chaige the public is at. If 
me trade, for conduAing which a company is ^efiabliihed, 
proves, by a change of circumftances, inadequate to the fup« 
port of that company, and a load upon the government, this 
ought to be the firongeft motive with that company to'eq- 
deavour the extenfion of th^ir coounerce, the Itriking out 
fome new branch of trade, which might refiorc it to its pri- 
iVine fplendor, and^put it upon an equality with other corpo- 
r,ations. ' As this hath aa apparent right, and fair profpeffs, 
there is pot the ImA room to doubt of its meetiug with all 
the countenance and proteftion of a king and parliament de- 
voted, as tjie prefent are, to the good of the public, and 
every feheme that promifes the promoting indufiry and trade, 
jind increa/ing the maritime power of Great Britain, 

" Should this project ever take place, perhaps ^he idand 
of New Britain might afford a commodious fpot to hx a co- that a ie* 
lony in. The lituation, extent, and condition, of that illand^®’;'/^ ' 

we have mentioned from Dampicr, 'The climate, we • 

feen, is fine, .the vallies fruitful, and the mountains covered ‘ 

with ufeful wood. ' It is wU-inhabited by a robiifi, firong, 
wsJMimbed race of negroes, daring and bold in man^ parts 
of the coafi, as Dumpier experienced but cafily brought in- 
to commerce, and even a perfeft fubmiflion with gentle and 
CQod ufage. The misfortunes jhat befel this officer ought 
'K^.hvre Jio weighs in the prefen^ cafe; fince, though he was 
aa excel.tent pilot, he appears to have been but an indif^rent 
commander, Befides, the Roebuck, in which he failed, was . 
a worn*out frigate, hardly fit to put to fca: We need not won- 
der thoA at. tlje impatience of the crew to return from an ex- 
pediueffi, the parf^it af which thfsy faw muff be attend^ with 
fo jmmjnent danger. Yet, after all, he performed the bu- 
fiaefs he*was lent upon. By tlie ^overy of New Britain, 
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^ iortai^ be m*de> ver)^\rala»blc. AcoBfAiif h 

^t & trade irasa theace^e^hh the Tmtu Au/fmiii itught' 
be curried on ia its atmoik ottent, end with the moft va*, 
Inablq Ulands of the Bq/t InMa to emohimenr and, 
pofit. in flaort^ ^ the advantages ptnpofed by a jttnftlon 
o§ the Oiufvk aua ^ Mia^ coaSpanies wptkld by, this 
pkcanalMl pfiMidK to Qrest Britain. Ftiiing a law only, in 
favoor of the Afrjican company, would more than give thj^ 
fiilfirient credit to equip a Iquadron at 'once capable bf fc; 
curing the poile/Bonof that ifland, and^Of giyii^ the ptihKe 
fttcb convidiOB of ks importance, as might be rcqnllke to 
obtrin farther powers and affldlance from the government, if 
riiat fhonld be found necellary. It would be eafy to poiht 
oot romepnuUsir advantages that would n^tnraily relblt fron^ 
fiiich a jifojefk tO' the Jf/Uan company ; but it will be time 
enoiitgh *t» make thegi tmiverfally known, when the com- 
|lan|iih^ difoover an incSnation to proTecfite thcdcfign. 

' n neither the India or J^rican company Ihould think it 
dupedimt or cooii^at with .thek* intereft to pnrfuc difcoye- 
ries, end eftabliih fetdements, ^n the Southein Continent, 
there is yet « third company, within the rp*i it of whofc char- 
ter the proiecation of fuch a defign immediately lies, Wc 
mean the South Sea company, who never,/ve believe, fent a 
lingle (hip in fearch ol inquiries to the Terra dufiraHs, al- 
tho', from the extent of thdr chai ter, one would naturally 
imagine this to be the gteat point propofed in their ekabliOi- 
Rcafons ment. To prove this, wc n^only Jay before the reader the 
nuh'ftbe^ limits affigiiOT this company by their charter, which we (hall 
South Sea Jjj ^ words ol the fenfible author of the Prefent State of 
eompai^ who, in his i evifal of Harris^ % CoUeShon of l^oyages, has 

fully and clearly.Aated this matter in a new and uncommon 
manner. The extrafl fyom the charter is as follows : ** The 
** corporation, and their fuccclTors, (hall foi ever bo invefted 
** in the foie trade to and from all the kingdoms and lands 
** on the eail fide of Jmerica, fiom the river Oroonoco to the 
** fouthermoft part of Terra del Fvego, and on the Well; fide 
thereof from thefaid foutkermofi part of Terra del 
•without through the South Sea to the northermofi; part of dntetiea^ 
aaddnto and through ail thecounvies, ifisinds, and {daces, 
^kthia the faM limits, which ite reputed to belOpg to 
India or (hail hereafter be (bund oiit.o« difeovered 

tom^et. **' the limits aforefaid, not exceeding three hj^ndrqd 
« .•f' leagues from the continent of America;^ on the faid 

** fid^ thereof, except the kingdom of Brazil, and fqch Other 
* n 0leci» on theeaftfide of Awri^a as am now in thepofTef* 


might 
terry oh 
this trade 
conjiftently 
•ULilh the 
JPtnt of 
ibetrehar^ 
ter, avd 


” <KMie elfe, m to tndt iritfaia* thtf M Hmk; * 

** ^9d it any <Hh^ perf<Kif (hdl trade to 

forfeit the (hip and gooda to a doable value, 'held 
** fourth-part to the aown, another ^rth-palrt to the |(r6- 
** f^tor, and the remaining two fbuithaip the wfe'Of thh 
cohpsKry. And the company (hail be iffi ibie iftiteers 
the iflanda, forts, dfc. wlwdi they (hall dxfcbver withtn the 
(aid limits, to be held of the drown under an andual ttue 
of an ounc^of gold, and of all (hips taken ks peites by 
** faid company, and tlieir (hipping ; and company nu^ 
*• (cize by force all other Brttiji (hips trading in has/* 
Our author judiciouAy oblerves up^ tbis^ that it is impof* 
Able for any man to imagine that dthei thefe limits (htmld 
be fecured to the company for no purpofe in the world, or 
that thefe prohibitions and penalties ^uld take place, bot^ 
withAandmg the^ompany^s never ittemptmgto makeufe of 
the powers. Hence he infers, that new dlfcoveiics (Umtld 
be made, new plantationsdettled, and a new trade catrlM 
on*, by this new corpoiauon^ agieeabte/o the lules preferibed^ 
and for the genei|l beoeht of the nation. Ibis, he appre- 
hends, was provided for, and chiefly confidered, in putting the 
trade undei the .^anagemeat and direction of a paiti^Ur 


company. ^ 

Aware of the objection, that this Southern Continent lies 
abfolutely without the hmits piefciibed by the charter, and 
that theie is alfo a provifo in the faid charter, which (eems 
abfolutely to exclude the Ttrru AuftraUs, he reasons in the 
following manner : In this cafe,*’ fiys he, ** I prefume the 
** legiflature will notpeimit the private advantage of any 
** particulai company to Aand in competition with the good 
** of a whole people. It is upon this piinciple, I fay, that 
** the Southern Continent is within the intention of ^e SoutA 
Sm company’s chartei ; becaufe, 1 prelnmc, the mean- 
** ing of that chaiter was to grant them all the commeice 
** jiu thofe feas not occupied befone by Britijb fubjeffs * for 
if it were otherwife, what a^ndition (hoold we be in asa 
** maritime powei i If a grant does not oblige a company 
** to carry on a trade within the limits of that company's 
<« charter, and is at the fame time of force to preclude all 
** the fnbje^s of this nation from the right they before had 
** to tf ade to thofe limits, fuch a law is plainly deftrd^ive 
** of*the national mterefl, and to commerce in genefftl. I 
therefore iup^fe that if the South Sua oompuny (hould 
** thinif proper to revive then uade in the manner I prepofe/ 
5 • ** this 
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^«.pr6vifo could be ekjplilued by p&rl|suii^ to 
' mot6 than to eslclude the South Sfea company imX'fettUc^ 
** or trading in or to any place (ettied in ot t^ol to* % toe 
** Ea/h India company. As this interpretation would wdire 
** to each company its rights, and at the &i&e time reconcile 
** the laws for cAal^lilhiog them to the genentl intetol); of 
trade and the nation, there is great realon to believe^ it to 
** be the intention of the legiflature.” We have infilled the 
longer upon this point, as we believe it to be peculiar to the 
author v^e have quoted, and of fuch importance, that, with- 
out it is uoderilo^ in the fenfe he explains i{,«therei5 anend 
to all hopes of extending trade on this fide, which is perhaps 
the only fide on which there is the leafi: probability it can 
ever be extended. For as to the north-weft pafiage into the 
South Sms, that feems to be blocked up by the rights of an- 
other company ; according, therefore, to the letter of our 
laws, each company, is to enjoy its full rights and prinl^es 
without infraflion, whilft the nation is to have no rights at 
all. 

Arguments therefore, the fettling of the Southern Continent ftiould 
in fiipport devolve upon the Soifth Sea company, as an equivalent for 
of this pro- the lofs of their Affiento contrafl, thei-e c^o'be no doubt but 
fofal hy it may as well be executed by them as by any others. . The 
the editor trade, as far as we arc able to fee, may be carried on without 
prejudice to the rights of either the India or the 
ns / Voj- jfj.if.ffi companies. It is true that if once a confiderable fet- 
tlemeiit was eftablUhed in the fouthern part of the Terra Aif 
Jiralis, the company then might fall into a larger commerce 
in the moft valuable Eafi India goods, very probably gold, 
fpices, ^c. yet would not thefe fall within the mtclufive pro- . 
vifo of their charter. This provifo undoubtedly muft have 
been intended to prevent their trading in fuch goods as are 
brought hither by our Eqft India company. BuV>is there any 
difference, with refpefl to that company, between our being 
fuppliecfwith cloves, cinnamon, mace, or nUemegs, by the 
South Sea company, and our receiving them from HoUand f . 
They would certainly arrive in Eurefe fome months fooner , 
by Cape Horne than by ihRMape of Good Hope, and confe-.. 
quently cheaper. But if it ftiould ftill be infifted, that the 
South Sea company ftiould by no means meddle witb&^ /u** 
dia commodities, we fhould be glad to know why the 
/m/fd. merchants are permitted to import coffee Jamaica, 
when It is well known that the Et^ India company -caA fiip- 
ply the whole demand of the kingdom fn}n^Mocha ? St^ld . 
it be anCwered^ that the Jamaica coffee comes cheajw, and 
Is the growth of our own plantatious, the reply is ready; 



that dide ftiices ivill not only ^^chfiiper,, .but bettej^*an4 
biiithafed hf bar own maoufi^ares ;,'wlu^ are mibsu per* 
a$ ftro^^ as the others. 

- We have all the aflurances that can poffibly be obtained 
in a point of this nature, that fpices off ually grow in fomc 
parts of the Sou them .Continent, ^iros met with fpices of 
all kinds in the country he difeover^. SchotUen and Lc 
Mair^ faw ginger and nutmegs ; fo did Dampier ; and tho 
author of Roggewin's Journal aflorts, that the free burgefles 
of Jmlfoyna, and the other iflands of the Moluccas, maJte an 
annual trading voyage for nutm^ to Nevapimey. 

We have hinted before, that had the nation, in- the laft 
war with S^ain, thought of profecuting tlie difeoveries in 
the South Seas, a fettlement might commodioully be made in 
Juan Fernandez, which would equally afliil the de/ign of 
planting colonies, and carrying on a fuccefsful commerce 
with the Terra Jujlralis, Perhaps it might be poflible fiill 
to eheft this by a.j-eafonable coniideratibn and equivalent to . 
the crown of Spain, The chief difficulty would be to per- 
fuade the Spaniards, that our commerce with the Southera 
continent would produce no mconvenience to their trade with 
the Philippines, u;|nch we are folly of bpinion it would not, 
or if it did, wouM be compenfated by the advantages it » 
would bring to ^c^panijb dominions in Mexico -And Peru, 

Upon the whole it is evident, that if a proper traffick Propc/ab' . 
with the Southern Continent was opened by means either of for fettling 
a fettlement in the intermediate illand of Juan Fernandez, or the firfiee- 
in Nev) Britain, thefe three coniequences muft neceflurily «VArr 
rcfult from it. ift, Thit a new trade would ba opened, ^ J"*® 
which would confume a great part of the produce^and ma- 
nufadlures of Great Britain, which cannot at prefent be 
brought to any market ; or if they can, at leafl not to fo good 
a mart as if there were a greater demand, zdly. It would 
render this navigation, which at prefent is fo uncommon, 
and confequemljwo terrible to us,* cafy and familiar.* This 
might be attended with advantages tliat cannot-be fbrefeen, 
efpedaUy fince there is, as we t^efore oblerved, another 
Southern Continent Hill undifeovered. 3dly, It would greatly . 
iftcreafe our (hipping and feaRTc^which arc the true and na- 
tural buKvarks of this country, extend our naval power, 

' make OiA: marine formidable, and raife the reputation of the 
iiatibi^. The moft dilbint profpefi of fuch bleffings, one 
would tjiihk, would warm the ibul of the moH da^rdly, 
who ha# the fmalleH {egard for his country, and infpirc him 
with courage to brave all dangers, and to de(pife the im- 
putations ihat may be laid upon him as a vKionary proje^or 
• for 



firtakiiig-<iach.pani9^ ^oora mcttf 
to Ills 'frivace advantage (A)«. J \ '-' v '^ 

Jt is well kno^vn what prodigious ^co&s. ^ 

tfxportadoa of the mnft frivolous toy^ la'exchan^ f^. ttio' 
commodities of foreign countries, eipecially the Inoiest \yherc 
die natives are unacquainted with the, Value of the merchan'^ 
dixes they deal in. £c is the rivahhip of aatiens only which 
gives them any notion of railing .their j^rice. When ^thele 
perceive the Europeans frriving to foreflall and anti<t 
dpate the markets, it is natural' for' them to conclude they 
muff have reafbn/or tiiisconduA,and cpnfcquenrly to make 
dieir advantage ix it. But where one natiuif' only, and the 
trade of thar nation is under the dire^ion of a company, 
then, it is no difficult matter to keep the merchandize at the 
firfl price. No emnlation appearing, tlie natives mufr re- 
main in perpetual ignorance of the value of the goods they 
give aftd receive. 

Phiteftphi - The people of the'*Sk>uthern Continent, ifl particular, woul^ 
€al coKjcc‘ feem to b» pofleHed of a very peculiar fort of philofophy,- 
tuns con- which confifrs in calculating whether the fatigue of procuring 
rerntng certain convenicncies of life does not overbahince all the fatil- 
'Intsl^f faftion they afford. 'Deciding this nsatter \,n the affirmative, 
theduth- andnioth truly beailly* 

trn Conti- forefight, no thought for to-morrow is^ taken. 'I'hqy live 
meat, upon what the earth puts forth fpontanebudy, clothed with 
no other drefs than what nature afforded, infenfible to the ri- 
gour of feafons, the burning fun of the day, and the fickly 
damps of the night, and equally hardened to eveiy fuggef- 
tion of flminc, decency, and what nature would feem to'dic- 
tate. We fpi^ only of fome of the inhabitants of the con- 
tinent of Ne'u/ Holland, deicribed by Dumpier, They efreem' 
the Europeans great blnnderers in political and phUofophlcal 
arithmetic, for taking fuch pains to procure things which 
cuftom only renders nccdlary. But how much fbever at- 
tached lo doth, ignorance, and prejudices, may be, it is . 
not to be doubted but the edablifhment of colonies would 
foon gain them over to,, a more rational method of affing 
and thinking. The iiaturaj j^omptitude to ibciety, obferv-* 

(A) The greater part of fore, little merit heflfies ^af 
thefe redeCiions wc found feat- of having here prefentbd them 
tcred up and down in the new in one collcOcd view, and' ad- 
edition of Harris'^ Voyages, apted them to^ the prefent 
and the French collcClion of times, and the purpof(^of *eur 
voyages to the South Sea. We hikory. *- *; 
mrogafe to ^urfrlves, there* 
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able in all into, would make this talk both eafy and merito- 
rious; for Yrhat greater benevolence can be exerted than in 
impreding the maijts of reli^on, virtue, and knowlege, up- 
on the minds of whole nations plunged in the deepelt igno- 
rance, floth, and barbarity ? 

But not to iuHll upon a topic felf-^vident, wo fhall beg 
leave to add a conje^ure which feems to be corroborated by 
the Itrong fimilitude in features, complexion, and manners, 
between the inhabitants of New Cuiney and the natives of the 
coall of Africa, It is, that the thick-lipped, woolly-headed 
negroes of bo^h, are the primitive natives^ the Aborigines of 
the Torrid Zone, a fpecies of men more Aupid, favage, and 
brutal, than any other on the globe. That thefe formed, 
according to the poet’s expredion, in a more perfect manner, 
and finer organization, 

meliore luto Jinxit j^racorjlia Titan, 

• 

profiting by the natural advantages given them, attacked and 
drove the original negroes fasm their polTedions in AJia, force- 
ing them to conceal themfelves in ina^cedible places, where 
they gradually f^^ni^h and decreafe. This conjc(^ure will 
account for the great variety of different people found on 
the iflands, and f^fl^ng the continent of Nevj Holland and 
New Guiney, It we admit that this variety exifled from tho 
firft peopling of both, it will deftroy all the philolbphy hi- 
therto laid down concerning national charaffer. This pro- 
blem has ever been folved by the influence of the climate, as 
well as the manners and cufloms prevalent among fach. But, 

. in thefe iflands, the natives of one fliall in every refpcdl re- 
femble the African negroes, while thofe of another ifland, 
not five leagues diftant, (hall have European features, long 
black hair, a fprightlinefs of wit and underflanding, as well 
as a decorum of manners, intirely unknown to the former. 
Yet do dMy^Il'JTve in the famcoimate, un^r the Tame pa- 
rallels, while the cliaraflers of each are as ifrtifigly marked 
as thofe of the mofl polifhed bu%diflant European nations. 
^What feems to confirm our cQ.t;^efl:uic is, that thofe negroes 
are fougd in countries long polled by Europeans or AJiatics, 
In America they are gieatly decreafed fince the conquefls of 
the Spaniards, In Africa they are driven from all the coafts 
poflefled by Europeans, In Afa they are no-where to be found 
but fo&th of* the equinoflial, except in the fouth end of M&^ 
dagaflar, and thofe* parts of Monopotapa, Cafferes, Simbabas, 
and the country of the Hottentots, fouth of the liiie.^ Some- 
times the primitive inhabitants are to be met with in die iii- 

l>\^, HfsT. VoL. XL A a terior 
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terior and remote parts of great Ulands. Upon the whole, 
perhaps the continents of Nev) Holland and New Cuiney are* 
the only parts of the known world where they are found ab- 
iblnte malliers of their firA poflelHons. 

It would really be a curious refcarch to examine by a feru- 
pulous phllofophy the primitive, nature of man ; to make ex- 
periments upon thofe untutored favages ; to watch what Jdeas 
the human organization, the tinners and toes, would excite ; 
to obferve how far this phyfical lenfibiiity might be thecaufc 
of ideas, as the ingenious M. Helvetius aflerts ; and, in Ihort, 
to difeover whethfcr thefe negroes are really ^endowed with 
the fame powers and faculties as the reA of mankind, or 
whether they are not a diAinA fpccies, whoTe minds are in- 
capable of receiving all the advantages of culture and edu- 
cation, from a defe(^I in the powers of retieiAion, or the mi*' 
nuter animal organization. But thefe are inquiries to be left 
to philofophers. Tie province of hiAory is to record things 
as they are, without entering upon nice' difquifitions and 
fubtic dillin^lions. The prefcnt occafion, however, fo fairly 
* offered itfelf, that wc could not‘well avoid hinting this epn- 
jefture, which we ler»vc to bci^profccutcd by others, wha 
have more leifure and ability. / 

Having now tinilhed all that is material concerning the 
tion to the difcovcries made in the Terra Atiftralis\ b^iving recited what- 
hiftoryof ever is to be found concerning the climate, foil, produce, 
c»ra«- pgQpj^.^ their manners, cutioms, complexion, and other cir- 
cumAancts, wc fliall prot ecd to lay before the reader a fliort 
^the ream labour^ ot the principal circumnavigators, which 

ofinferting appicj? ci'.d uill bc an ulcful fuppicment to our hiAory of 
an account hiMcs and Southern Continent, and no unapt infro^ 

e/thfnin duftion to our account of In this particular, per- 

thii place, haps it is that tl-.c moderns can boaA of their only, at leaA 
their greateA, liipcriority over the anti'ents ; wt mean in dif- 
coveriej made of nc’" by th" .'»pp*ic’ation of mathema- 

tics and aArrv':^iny ; by a true knowlege of 'the lerraqucous 
globe, and great improvem<™nis in navigation, from the right 
and happy ufe of fortuitbus principles. This We cannot but 
cAeem as one oi' the noblcA>C‘-'-7’:;‘'s of the human intelleft^ 

• at leaA with rel'peft to judicious rcafoning upon axioms once 
cAablilhcd, however thofe axioms might be the refuk of ac- 
cident and chance. It is plain from the aAronomical tables, 
calculations of cdiples, and many other particulars remain- 
ing in the works of Ptolemy ^ Arcbimsdci, and Xfif^rchtts^ 
that the aptient.. h.ad no true idea of tlic iQgure of the earth ; 
rhac they wAiv extremely ignorant in prafbical aAronomy, 
aiiU that rhc} muA ever remain children in navigation with- 

I ' oup^ 
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Cut a thorough knowlege of the properties of the loaddone., 
With refpe^l to the figure of the earth, their fentiments 
were no Icfs various and abfurd. One imagined it hollow 
like a dilli; another taught that it uas flat, like a table ; a 
third believed it was cre(!t, like a flone column or pillar ; 
and a fourth, more extravagant if polfiblc than any of the 
former, affirmed that it floated like a bowl on tlie water. 
Some deferibeJ it as approaching to the figure of a drum ; 
and fome of the earliefl Cliiifiian writer? imagined the earth 
was iiillnitely extended downwards ; biijIJi*g this riotion up- 
on facred autlArity, or rather wrelVmg holy writ in fupport 
of their idle conjeffnre (H). From thisdiverfity of opinions 
it is e\klcnt the antients could infer nothing jufily either with 
refpeft to the paits undifeovered of the terraqueous globe, 
or the rational means of difeovering them. I'o this a true 
idea of the figuicof the earth was necc^ary, without which 
every hypotheiis «iufi: be vain, idle, and falfe. True it is 
that the moderns tlKnifclves, after the difeovery of 
and the E<i/t Indies ^ after n^^vigation was brought to its lu-. 
moft peifceHon, the magnet dileovcret^ and fcience arrived 
at a grt.u heigl*HfcjJli!l differed with regard to the figure of 
the earth. Some »Id it to be an oblate, others an oblong 
fphere. Bnt thefir differences, although they account va- 
rioufly for fome cm ions problems in aftronomy, yet have no 
influence- on the general principles cither of aftronomy or the 
art and theory of failing. 

As to aftronomy, Hif'parrhus was the firft philofophcr who 
framed a catalogue of the fixed liars, about i before 

the Chriftian a:ra. flis rabies were correfted by tflb famous 
‘Ptolemy, about 300 years after, and a fyftem ereiftcd upon 
his principles, which lafted for a great numbe*r of )cais, altho’ 
future ages (|jfeovercd it jcjfletc with abfuidities and errors. 
Later difeoverices were mailc by the ufe of the telcfcope, an 
' in ftriiment inri-^l^inlaiowii Ptolnny, and 

even XoTyiko Brdhc, the famous /)//;«• ; vet elft^kis philo- 
fopher arrive within two minutes ot the tiue longitude and 
htiliide; whereas the formejr^m"! ally eircd l)alf a degree 
^n both ^a ciieiimftauce wiiicn era y one knows muft greatly 

(Bl Thofe phllofophcrs, in fages are to be found \xiDh^e- 
the order iti which we have nes Larrhat and Stanly' & Lives 
enumei^ced rtieir fentiments, of the fhiiujophers. It would 
were Qetnocyltus, Anax^-viencs, be tedious, however, to refer 
'jiHassimanJtr, leurippus. to every pave whence the) may 

eitsdi Jtgtifiine. T'he be collided. * • 

fcntuoencs of uiull of thofe 
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affcft the theory of navigation. But the antients chiefly 
failed in not being able to determine the four cardinal points, 
and each of the intermediate ones, ^vith any tolerable degree 
of accuracy. The neceflity they were under of coafting 
along the fliore, having no certain criterion for the north and 
fbuth poles, made their voyages very limited. In the day, 
indeed, they were able to And a meridian line by thct fun’s 
rifing and fetting; at night the Urfa Major^ and the pole-flar 
in its tail, pointed out the north; but a cloudy ilty deprived 
them of the beiicHt of this expedient. Another method ufed 
by the antients was, by obferving the direftion riicy had run in ; 
for knoviiiig fiilf tlic coiirfe in which they had fet out, they 
kept an exii< 5 f regiiter of the iiifleftions and variations of that 
com fc ; a method equally tedious, perplexed, and prcca^ 
lions, as a florm, a fhoiig current, or any fuch accident, 
immediately dellroyed the whole fruits of their labour. 
Ofihe.n-i^ ll'k the applieati<hi of the loadftonc, ^d the nice theory 
dtrnim^ nccdlc, all ihofe inconvenicncics aic removed; the 

//■ewA/t/i/jmericrKm line is known widi equal cafe and certainty; the 
ivf’firo- m.iriner is enabled to quit the did and timid manner, tojlcer 
boldly into the \vidc*<K'caii, atKl to force Iv-s pa/fage to the 
molf diJhint pans of the globe by thf^liiortelf, fufeif, and 
mofl expeditious \va)s imaginable. Such was the invention 
which enabled the Portufrui/f, in the btAinning of the 15th 
ccntui), to make piodigious voyages and difcovcrics in the 
<.afl:. I'he fntcefs attending their endeavours gave ri/e ro 
that feiics of \oyages and tra\els, which foon became no 
lefs ad\aiitageoUfl to commerce than to fociciy and fcicnce in 
general/ ’’I'lie fables of the antients have been fupplanted 
by true hiflory ; every part of the globe is found to be inha- 
bited; the fupeiftition of antiquity, with refpeef to giants, 
avihrof'ophiigit and men whofc heads did heneath their 
Jh'Mlders, have been refuted; the difpropDrtii^n between the 
clcnieifirs of wat'- ViKi e'.w’d. Jufi’ ! vvii •^ji.ijnd lei's than was_ 
imagincdy.virtii the proJudts of the torrid ^11 Trjgfd loncs 
more valuable and lich thusi thofe ol temperate climates, con- 
trary to the univeilal fnppolition. \\e therefore imagine it 
will not be dif.igrc cable ler, that the hiflory of the 

fiifl: circnni navigators be hcie prefciin’d in one collated view, 
as he will hence be able determine with aecnracy what iin- 
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pi ovements have been made in the theory of navigation, in 
allronomy, and even the art of building and levigating 
Ihip*''. It will at the fame time rePeft confidcrablejight up- 
on the difeoveries in the Enji Judies^ wWch our plan obliged 
us Iflthcrto* to relate diffnfely, and only as it regarded the 
fetcral Ein&p^an nations tiading thither ; but^more par icu- 

^ \ larl]^ 
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larly on the*means by which the vail difcovery of the Terra 
AuJlraUs and America were made. The method we (hall 
follow is, to recite the material circumflances from the bed 
accounts of thofc circumnavigators we have ; giving at the 
fame time a fiiort hidory of the lives of ihofe eminent men. 
Only the principal fliali be fcle^led, and thofe placed accord- 
ing to their dates, with a legular chfoaology, wc /hall en- 
deavour ro make ccjualJy u/eful and entertaining. We fliall 
diftinguifh thecaulcs, the conrcquence.-?, the fcveral improve- 
ments in the order of time in which they happencil ; taking 
notice likewife of what remains to be by others, iii- 
fpireJ to cmiilarion by the inaullry, fuccefs, and great repu- 
tation acquired hy thofe gcnei ous dif'covcreis. 

As it is univerfally believed that Don Chrifl&pher Cofumbus 
fil'd foimcd an idea of the pofiibiliry of /ailing round the 
globe; as he fird, by Ids jiid’and poweiful arguments, en- 
gaged all the learned in his fcutiinentb. and as he afterwaids 
pro\cd that his theory correfponded at* only with fpceularioii 
and the then received fydem of the woild, but with pnidlicc 
too ; we fli.ill begin with account of this philofopher and 
hero, wh.ofe hi/lory is fcarcely known to this day, thro* the 
grofa miricpr<Jh;)totions of'fome inatAial faffs. The/lrong 
prejudices witli which he had to combat, the relu^fancc of 
all the princes in F.urope to enter into Ids meafures, and 
the pcrreverancc with which he piiifued them, in contempt 
of difficulties, dangers, and in fpite of the malice of all his 
enemies, are circumdaiices we fliall dwell upon, as they 
cannot fail both of engaging the heart of the reader, as 
well as improving Iiis underllanding, as they afford him a 
llrikifvj example to what a pitch of grcatncls |^he human 
mind is capable of ai riving by conllaiicy, fiimnefs, and an 
invaiiabic propciifity to what it judges to be virtue. 
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SECT. VII. 

Containing an account bf the life and ddfcovertes of Don 
Chridopher Columbus a Genocfe ; bis various dif 
appointments at the court of Spain 5 and^ finally^ his 
deaths omng to the malice^ rancour^ and envy^ of his 
enemies. Alfa the life and rife of the celebrated Sir 
Francis Drake 5 his fever al exploit’s againft the Spa- 
niards in the South Seas \ the endeavour of his enemies 
to depreciate his merit ; the high fenfe of his condubl 
which the ^een bad ; concluding with hh death and 
vindication. 

An account life of Don Chriftopher Columbus was written by his 

ey the lifit i foil Don Ferdinand, who acquaints us, that he was dc- 
difcoveries feended of an antient family in the icrritory of the date of 
and Hi nth. jo^g not determine either the time or the prati- 

^is place of his birth (A). Chriflopber had flicwn an early 

a vmd.ca- the fea, he lludied geography and navigation 

tian of hi With an uncommon avidity, and,' when he was very young, 
ebaraSor. dillinguinied the extrao 'dinary progrefs he had made by fomc 
charts he laid downafur a new method, p^fAi fevcral projcfls 
' ' he began to frame. 'I’hc Portugnvf were at this time the 
mod famous maiitlme power in Europe^ a circumdancc 
which iadnecd Columbus to vifit Pnrtuyl, whciehe nianieJ, 
;',cf!cil, :» ul comimnci'ii a trader t»> the coafl of Ciiincy. By 
hr wit'* P/di/pti Mu:,:'. ,L' PuJ iJirrHo lie had children, w'hich 
lu- ...dour roimrtalc hi^ forrunc b} a diligent ap- 
ty tr-d.;, b"! by mc.u.s peculiar to hunfeit a. His 
vcy.!ge.. <.£/;/:/ *■ fubordipate only to his more extended 
or '.vldth lu* ncvtr iolt fight from the time he had 
Hit I! arced liis idui oi the fcrraqucons gli>be. Eor tliis pur- 
po!e he made hlmrelf a rol'-Kildc proheient in the Latin 
tongiu , .' fjtl ill Cvc-i. Lb.,-r. h.'.- ’.-r- '■ zc hit, chief 

airen'i'M' Vo ,t.'iy;..iat!ie.»ia:ics, on which he kni \<rflvc d^Lveefs 
of his proj'.rt-i' depinded. During his whole lile he main-’ 
PlHCHAS,*VOl 1 P. ii. p. 9. 

(A) T hr wu.ers ...Miis pi-cf.icc to that wri- 

Col. "thus the name of Colo», re*., fcams lo think thafiVrt/'e/ 
for the Ciilier pronuaci.nrion. tiaiins with jufhee the horour 
Lhrrera fays, he was born nt of tie j g'cat maii’i birth. But 
Sa<i>''na. Comara, a ilenofh thefe difagreen)cnr,s we rather 
hiiforian, alleges, that he was neniion out of a dcfire td gra- 
born in the little town of Citif tify the ciiiiof-ty of the reader, 
ro. in the rcpub1it.*.s territory ; than as a matter of any iinport- 
whereas ‘Peter Martyr, or rather aiice. 



taioed the re^tatioa of a man tem{>erate» grave, and 
devout, of a clear underAanding, Audious but enterpriijing, 
and indefatigable in hb purfuits \ 

His clofe application to mathematics and maritime aAairs, 
joined poflibly to the relations of mariners he had heard, in- 
duced him iirA to think of new di&overies, though the jea- 
loufy of the Spaniards has given an invidious turn to this 
part*of his life, and derogated all in their power from his 
glory, for no otlier reafon than that he was not their coun- 
tryman. Mariana tells us, that Martin Vincent ^ a pilots 
informed Columbus , when very young, that he was once car- 
, f ied four hundred and fifty leagues weft oT Cape St, Vincent^ 
where he took up a piece of wood wrought by man’s hand, 
and, as far as he could judge, witliout iron, which he con- 
cluded muft have come from Tome weftern illand. Pedro 
Correa had likewife told him, that he had feen at Puerto 
Santo a fimilar piece of timber driven thither by the wefterly 
winds. He alfo A:nt Cdumhus fome iSrge canes, containing 
in each knot about tA'o gallons of water, which he reafon- 
ably fuppofed to be the growth of fome country to the weft, 
ir6m the winds having fet in that quarter for a courfe of 
fevcral w'ceks this was added Hie relation of the’inha- 

bitants of the A^es^ who affirmed that ftrong weft and 
north-weft wind* had often bi ought upon the coafts of Gra» 
ciofa and Fayal certain large pine trees, canoes formed of the 
trunk of a tree, and one time two dead bodies of a diflercnt 
complexion and larger faces than any they had ever beheld •*. 
Other circumftanccs of a iimilar nature are mentioned by the 
Spanijb writers, which, inftcad of diminifhing the charaftcr 
of Columbus, rathq* magnify it, by fliewiiig ho k piercing a 
wit, how judicious obferver of occurrences, h? muft have 
been, who, upon fo fiend er and trivial accideots, could build 
a projeft fq noble, lb ufeful, and fo exteufivc, as that of the 
difeovery of a fourth part of the globe (B). The faft, how- 

Coxier A, Hift. Gen c. 14. * Apua'‘i ^chas, p. 9. 

A Herr(r. dec. I. 

fB) The words of Pern * '^deration of the globe, and the 

tyr, cdhtcmponiry with Colum- harmony obfervable thro’ every 
bus, nddrefllng hinilelf to the part of it then known. Hence 
two patrons of this great man, Columbus j.uftly concluded, that 
evidently c^monftrate that he the want o£ this harmony in 
did rtot derive his notions from any point of view was the 
narrftives, andthekearfay evi- flrongeft argument that the 
dfiicc of the Teftmen he con- whole was not difeovered, and 
vcrled vith, but from the con- that whatever was. roquifitc to 
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ever, upon which the grejiteft ftrefs is laid, is, that, j 4, 1484, 
one Alonjo Sanchez, of Huelua, in the country, of Niabla, 
died in the houfe of Columbus, in the ifland of Tcrccra, leav* 
ing him all his papers, whence he acquired thofc lights that 
dire6>ed him in his future great undertakings. Sanchez had 
traded for many years f^rom Spain to the Canaries, and (hence 
to Madeira, In his laA vopge from Madeira he was carried 
out to fea, and, after a continued courfc for twenty-nine 
days, arrived at a certain ifland fuppofed to be Hifpaniola, 
where he landed, and took an obfervation. He kept an exa6l 
journal of all the /xrcurrences in his voyage, yrhich, fay the 
detraftors of Columbus, afforded him the chief materiids for 
all the difeoveries he afterwards made. From hence, fay 
they, he had not only intelligible hints, but a direfl plan, a 
courfe chalked out for his future operations. But what de« 
Aroys the credibility of this plaufible tale is, that Cotumbus 
had aflually perfe^qd feheme, and offered it to his 
countrymen the Genoefe in the beginning the year, when 
Sanchez is faid to have begun his voyage. Befidcs, he of- 
fered no tcftimonics from experience ; his arguments were 
founded upon fcience,^dcep thought, and pure reafon. As 
the figure of the earth was fpherical, it w^r.obable, he faid, 
that the continent on one fide was balanced by an equal 
quantity of land on the other. That as the Portuguefe had 
firft difeovered jllands, and then a vaft'trafl of country, by 
failing eaft, it was in a manner certain, that, by a weftern 
courfe, they fliould fall in with other iflands and another 
continent. That this was confirmed by the obfervation in 
the Cape dr Verd illands, that the winds blow for a fraicd 
time from.(.hc w'cft, which muft be owing to a great tract of 

cflablifh, that harmony was the given of this .’iffair are fo va- 
part concealed. Attollitt men- nous, that it is difficult to hx 
ttm," fays Peter Mat tyr, upon the moll genuine. F.vcry 

elite, J ipientijjimr Wtitei '"tpeaSe^- of ju: - 

centes, no'wm^»‘ventum. Me- cording to hi$ ownjpre^si.'res, 
minijUsLotenumLiguruminJli-*' either national or perfonal. 
tijfe in Cajlris afudRegesi de Some of his friends go fo far 
pereutrendo per occidiijs '5, that the utmoft«t 

pydes, novo ietrarum hemifphe- pains were taken Co reader hjs 
t to meminijfe oportet. de defign abprtive, and to blall his 
re vobijeum aliquando adui/t reputation, bccaufe it was not 
eji ; nee fine vtfiro, ut arhi- the interell of the Portuguefe 
tror, confilio, rem hie oggrf- that this method 'of difrovery 
fut ejr ( I ). But the accounu by the IFcfi ihould be pun'ued. 

(aj Vtd. Edit. Edtn Petri Mart, Epift. 133 . 
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land on. that fide ; concluding, that this difcovory, when 
albertained| would be equal in glory, in producing wealth, 
increafing their commerce, navigation, and ioduftry, as that 
of the Miff, which at that time was the admiration 
and wonder of all Europe. 

Hence it is evident, that though Columbus did not a^u* Reuj^ 
ally fiirround the globe, yet that he ^as the firfi who {ug- fo^infert- 
gefihd the poflibility of fuch a voyage, who attempted it, j*-? 
and pointed out the means by which it was afterwards ef- 
fedted. Hence alfo it appears how little he borrowed from 
the narrauves or mariners, or what little ule experience 
could have been to him, and, in fiiort, that his great plan 
was eredted intirely upon a rational idea, an happy turn of 
thinking, and a found judgment ; that it was a fine theory 
confonaiit to reafon, but at the fame time confirmed by no 
trials or experiments whatever. The ftates of Genoa, hav- 
ing rejedfed his propofal, as much beyond their power, and His propo- 
Ilkcly to incur t 4 e refentment of feveral maritime princes, 

Columbus ^rQ(ci\ttd it ta John the Second, of Portugal, \j\by tbeGft~ 
whofe dominions he had v llded for a number of years. His 
m'ajeily appointed commifTioners to treat with him, to exa- 
mine his pla*i^.r|iid give in their lentiments to his privy- 
council. So treaclieroufly did this board execute their office, • 
that, after theii* artifice had fucceeded in drawing out of 
Columbus his whole fentiments of the projcdl, they advifed 
the king to feud a (hip to make trial whether it was pradfi- 
cablc, endeavouring by every low and mean artifice to rob Co- 
liimbus both of the glory and advantage that might refult 
from the fuccefs of the enterprife. The defign, however, 
mi fear r led through accident, want of courage conduct 
in the perfons employed. Columbus difeovered the at ts made 
ufe of to fap his fortune and reputation ; and fo highly was 
he incenfeti at it, that he refufed to treat a fecond time with 
the king, though his maiefty earnemv^dcfired it, rcfolving to 
cpply .to the court <)t Loiutoii tor to prdTccute liis 

phn. . 

With this view he difpat^c*! his brother ^<^rthohmew 
Columbus with proper i^trnd>ions to Henry the Vllth, not snakes pro- 
doubting but that wT^e'^moiuSh would readily embrace a p^faU to 
propolal fq manifeftly tending to his advantage ; but Bartho- Hen. VII, 
lomew was fo unfortunate as to fall into the hands of pirates, o/Eng- 
by whom he was dripped of every thing, in which poor con- land, 
ditiorf he arrived in England, After fome time fpent in the 
ntm 9 fi diftrefs, .ho at length found means, 1488, to have 
his propofiils cAnmunicated to his majefty. , They were re- 
ceived *wlth a graciQ.i(iiers and warmth becoming a prudent 
• prince ; 
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pt'ince; ftn agreement was fh’uckupwith SartUlwu^, in> 
the name of his brother, and all the reafon in ;he world 
given him to believe that hts journey to England would be 
crowned with fuccefs (C). 

Christopher Columbus, in the mean time, hearing 
of the misfortunes of his brother at fea, repaired to the 
court of S/>atn, where he conferred with Martin Alonfo Pin- 
fon,' one of the ableft mariners of his time, and foon made 
him fo thoroughly apprehend the force of his arguments, 
that Pinion oHered to attend him in the voyage, if he could 
Cobim- bring his project to bear. The next application of 
bus Qffr/ was to Juan Peres de MarchenOf a Francifean frier, in great 
M/ff Spain, repute for his Ikill in aftronomy and geography. Marchem 
and meets was not only convinced of the propriety and reftitude of 
numherte/s Cohmhus's fcheme, but indefatigable likcwife in promoting 
di/appoint- jg ^ great meafiire owing that any coun* 

nents, tenanre was ever {licwp to it. He lirft recommended it to 
two of the firft grandees in Sftainy the duhCs de Medina Si’- 
doiiia and Medina Celt, Thefe noblemen, although they 
«did not patronize Columbus with that warmth which his me* 
rit fo well defer ved, y<^ fhewed him great refpeft, and even 
countenanced his application x.o Ferdinand I faheUa^ their 
Catholic Majeflies, induced by no other^motives than the 
fteadiiiefs, gravity, integrity, and upright- conduct, which 
they obferved in our great difeoverer «. Nor was the affift- 
ance of his old friend the frier wanting upon this occafion, 
for he furnifhed him with the ftrongelf recommendations to, 
the queen’s confeilbr Ferdinand Tolaveraj a man of probity 
and erudition, of coulidcrable weight and iiidueace with 
their majef-lcs. By means of this prieft was it, that Colum- 
bus, amidA the perfecutions of malice, envy, and national 

< Herrera, d. i. 1. i. c. z. o 

(C) From this acp--,il^,whi?ir“ Siajr\VnTr e'qual reafoB ‘ 

we find Enf^^ltjh h\(- the fame argumei^'t,-^&*»;lt 

torians, and parricuLariy in the them with ref peel to the conti- 
collc£lionsof / and nent. However, as this is a 

chas^w< well as inO*v/V//-'s Hif^ -p»I«v..,^w out of ihc queilion, «» 
del Tnd. (z), it would appear, by the diviAon of both that has 
that the title of the Englip to been made, and confirmed by 
the new world is prior to that long pofleflion, we IhaJ not 
of Spaniards If they plead trouble our rCiaders with a de* 
againfi this claim tiie ailual tail of the dhputel 
difcovery of the iflands, we * . 

( 2 ) Cvicdo IJtJfm del Ind. lib. il. c. 5 . 
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prejudice, Af length accomplUhed his defign. To fo high a 
pitch were^ thefe invidious artifices carried, that he had 
frequent intentions to leave the cQurt of Spain, and try 
bis fortune in France ; but he was diverted by the frier, the 
confefibr, and Don Jlpljonfo di ^intaniglia, auditor of the 
revenue, a fenfible judicious man, who had taken a liking to 
Columbus, entertained him at his ta^lc, and fiipplicd him 
witlf money and necefiiirics Soon after the auditor intro- 
ducing him to the archbiftiop of Toledo, and the prelate en- 
tering properly into the charafter of Columbus, his affairs 
began to wear a more favourable afpeft. Queen Jfabel fo lie is at 
warmly interred hcrfclf in his behalf, that only, two oh-lmgtb pa- 
llruftions remained to be furmoiintcd, thefe were, the ex- troniKtd by 
pence that would attend the equipping a neec/Kiry force, and i^tceu. 
the Iiigh demands of Columbus. As to the firfr, it amounred 
to no great fum ; but fo exhaufted was the Spanifh treafury 
by the long wars with the Moors, th^t foine writers affirm 
the queen ofiereckto pa’.Mi her jewels to make up tlic fum. 

Tills difficulty was at length removed by Don Lcivis di St. 

-Ingelo, an officer of the r^ivenue, who advanced the greateff 
paVt of the money. As to the other ^difficulty, it was over- 
come by thc%^,^ible conftancy of Columbus, who would 
abate nothing of Ills firfr. terms, viz. being made viceroy * 
and admiral of 9hc Ian# and fcas he fliould dii'cover, and 
intitled to a tenth part of the clear profits that fhonKl re- 
dound to their majelties from the fuccefs of his labours. 

This he obtained ; and tlie articles of agreement were figned 
at Santa Fe, in the kingdom of Grana.ii, A.C. 14920. 

PRLUMiNARits being thus adjnffcd, three iliips were 
afligned him, the Santa Maria, which Oviedo cal^the Gal- Ji^npJ him, 
Icga, commandcvl by Columbus in perfon ; the Pinta, Ahnfo ^Mitb 
Pinpn, inarter ; and the Xinna, Vincuit Tanner Pincon, bro- hi At he 
ther to the Voovc-named captain, commander. This 
advanced Columbus's proijoriioii of.rjT^\expence, which, ^ 

cording, to the .irticles^ilipulatcd, was oncSoV.irth. 'fhe ad- 
miftii a was a carrack, or djccked fhip; tlie'-w<hcrs cara- 
vels, or open veiiels ; and the wliole crews amounted tt' no 
rtivire tlian ninety to Herrera, altho’ /’i/.v* 

JMait Jr, and other hiltoii ins contemporary \\'\i\\ Columbus, 
r.»ake . is coinplenieut 10 eoiififr of 1 20 feamen ; a force in- 
deed /.ly inadequate to tlie dangers he was about to cn- 
c(jui»:rr. Tov\ards liic end of July, A. 1492, he embarked 
ai P.’tbs, anti weighed anchor on the 3d of Auguji. On the 

j nr d. i. 1 ili. c. 11. apud Purchas, i. 1. ii. 

f '£ ill >1 RbKA, ubi fupra. EIakkis, T. i. 1.1. c. 1. 
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4th the Pinta^s rudder got loofc, which obligccf them to put 
again into port ; an aoc^ent that was interprete 4 into a bad 
omen by the feamen) but regarded by Columbus in no other 
light than as it retarded his projeA. He told the Tailors, 
that no omen was unfortunate where the defigns were juft, 
brave, and public-fpirited. He bellowed great pains in in- 
fplring them witli courage, with jull notions of the enter- 
pi ife they were upon, and witli the true principles of Aavi- 
gation and geography, hiinfelf performing the office of a tutor, 
as well as of a commander. Hy the t i th of this month he had 
light of the Cattixues, where he continued ipftrufting and 
refrelhing his men till the 7 th of September, 'when he put 
again to Tea. No fooner had the fleet lofl fight of land, than 
the fpirits of the Teamen began to fjjik, notwithflandiiig ail 
the endeavours of Columbus to animate and rouTc their cou- 
rage. They now began to efleem it the projeft of a rafh 
defperado, and an id^al plan, which muft toon hurry them 
into perdition. But Columbus ftill inflexibly proceeded with 
a calm rcTolution, and undaunted courage and preTence of 
mind, which Teemed to work a hftppy efleft upon the minds 
of the greater part of^. the crew. He even deceived them in 
tlieir reckonings, perTuading the Teaine%>bA.t they had not 
' paired Tuch a trad: of ocean, op got atMO great a diftance 
V I'e <vari- from land, us they imagined. TheW 4 th heHook notice of the 
aitoHofthe variation of the needle, which was the firfl time that pharno- 
cynpafi menon had fallen under obfervation. Two days after, grafs 
prjl oh- aijd herbs, with a great number of grafhoppers and infedts, 
jerutJ. feen floating by the water, and this he interpreted into 

a prognose that land was not far off. For Tome days fol- 
lowing, fame prefages, together with Tea fowl, and other 
occurrences, conlirmcd their conjccliires, and raifed the fpirits 
and expe^ations of the drooping mariners In this train 
AooJ affairs, with a favourable gale allcrn, till, the twenry- 
fecond, when the wind ,c^_ mc to .S. \ W. This was no fooner 
obferve^ b^ the^-'-'^lfnen, than thcySlncludcd that God waS 
ilifpleafed the lurdy attempt. They rcpj^escltlgd-Cfi 
Iambus with the moil opp.'obrious and vililying language; nor 
did they even fparc th- fa civi* j^erfoi^ s of their Catholic Mu- 
jeflirs, who had fent them upon this foulilh enterprise, at the 
inlligation of a fpecious and artful foreigner : thej even 
threatened to throw Columbus overboard if he did notiimme- 
diately alter his courfe, and make the bell of his way* home. 
All this he bore with the patience of a pliilofopher, n/.d the 
unJifinaycd refolution of a foldier. He '■eafoned wVtIi his 

>> OviFoo ilill. del Ind. l.ii. c. 5 . t’uRCHAS, T.i. 1. ii 
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men in the* calmed manner, anfwered their abufe in the 
milded and gentled terms, promifed them large rewards if 
they would perlevere in a fcheme no lefs honourable and ad- 
vantageous to themfelvcs than to him ; and at lad concluded 
with a folemn promife to return, if, at the end of three 
days, land was not difcovered. Wi|h this prudent conduffc, 
and on thefe conditions, the mutiny was for that time ap- 
pcafcd. Before one day out of the three agreed upon was 
expired, Columbus perceived by the fun fetting, that land 
was nigh, whereupon he flackened fail, acquainted the crews 
with the reasons upon which his conjeftuie was founded ; and He difio- 
that fame night difcovered a lire, to the great joy of all onwrr/«W, 
hoard. About midnight Rodrigo di Ntara difcovered land, 
which they found to be an idand fifteen leagues in circumfe- 
rence, one of the Lucayas, called by the natives Cuauabaiii, 
but by Columbus San Salvador ^ fituated about 950 leagues 
from llie Canaries, Upon going on Ihprc they fung TV Dcuntf 
and took folcml^pofleffion of the ifland in the name of their 
Catholic Majefties. The natives, who were themfelves naked, 
greatly wondered at the* drefs and figure of the Spaniards, 
but much ^)re at the fhips, whi^h they took to be large 
animals. 1 UL^jijivcre of an ordinary ftaturc, well propor- 
tioned, their coiiplcxion olive, but painted of various co- 
lours ; a cuftonS obferved to prevail among the original in- 
habitants of many of the iHands of the Eaft Indies, the 
Southern Continent, as well as of America, They were 
wholly ignorant of the ufc of iron, and the nature of the wea- 
pons, imioceiitly rubbing their hands agaiiift the edges of the 
Spanijh fwords. In tlieir nofes and ears th<w wore gold 
rings, which they f.iid came from the fouth, wH^e there* was 
a king very poweiful, and his ftibjedls rich in this kind of 
metal. On the 1 5th of Otiober the Spaniards put to fca, and La Coa- 
arrive*d at^another ifland diftant about feven leagues from theceptioo 
former. This they f/i* la ^onicptUn.d‘fc^'vertdm 

Thp /71I1 they wefit to Fcrdinanda,^ of which 
\vcrc covered fiom the waift^to the kuce witYr^'otton perti- 
coats. Soon after they toucheii at another ifland, to which 
they gave the name £^<^'{,V'.Vf^honour of her Catholic Ma- 
jeftyj, who had been fo great a promoter of the expedition. 

Of rids, as of all the former, they took folemn poflefiion, 
iifi& the natives with the mofl obliging kuidnefs, and pre- 
fci^ng tl^cm with glafs beads, and other baubles, fo highly 
pij^d among the Indians 

^ PuRCHAS, vol. i. 1. ii. f. 4 . Herrera, ubi fupra. 
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Cuba titf- From hetlce Columbus proceeded to Cuba^ which ifland the 
cgwred. natives of Ferdinanda and Ifabella told him aboi/nded with 
gold and pearls. Upon his arrival here, two Indians were 
dil'patched to examine the country. After travelling fome 
time, they came to a vilLage containing about fll'ry houfes, 
where they were kindly welcomed by the natives. As the 
Spaniards went thither, they were honoured with incenfe i 
the fnnplc natives believing them to be deities ; a notion they 
loon found reafon to retraft. They made offerings to them 
of bread and roots, killed their hands and feet, and per- 
formed every other poflible aft of devotion arid adoration. 
In this country the Spaniards faw cotton fpring np fponta- 
ncoully, without any fort of care or culture, and variety of 
uncommon trees and birds, with which they were wholly 
unacquainted. What the Spaniards chiefly regarded was the 
precious metal which the Indians wore in their nofes. After 
this they made all po/Tiolc inquiry; to whiej^ the natives con- 
ilantly replied, Ciihjnacasiy meaning that it was found in the 
middle of Cuba ; blit a word the Spaniardi interpreted into a 
different fenfe, imagining they talked of the^Vw/iof Cathay, 
Before the departure Columbus from Cuba^,dartm Ahnfo 
Pm^ony his former triend, becoming jealJJs of his fucccls, 
aiivi fearing ' led his reputation might be wbplly abforbed in 
the glory the admiral w’ould.icqiiire from fneh unexpefted dif- 
co\ cries, parted with him, in purfuii ot honour which could 
not be Ibarcd with him. After this (hhmibus failed for Hif- 
panioky which at that time the natives called Hayti, Here 
he took a woman, whom he ufed with great rendernefs, and, 
byengagiitf. her affeftions, rendered her an ufeful agent with 
the rcll of the natives. During his rcfidence in Hifpaniola, 
he entered into the mod familiar correfpondence with the in- 
Kativity h.ibitants. By tlic report of the female InduiUy they had ta- 
Von built ken fo gieat a liking lo the Spaniards, that the king Cuaca- 
in ffifpa- nagari ofren invirej^’/^^fSTFj oiruToTPjqand entertained a high 
wola. refpeft anil^^e-ir fViciiJfhip for him, and the other feame;'. 

Here Cclumbiis built a fort, lO maintain the Spanijh preten- 
fions,in wliieh putting a garifon of 38 foldicrs, he prepared for 
his return to Spain. Bctor»ir'Tlrh> aj-Jnefted a reconciliation 
with Pififony by means of a letter carried by an Indiahy whd 
was adoniflied to find the Europeans could convey theinfentl- 
ments in a ferap of paper, not doubting but it mud bet^thro* 
the mediation of fome deity. Columbus left fomt rcgukcitbns 
with the garifon, and a diift charge to live in friendfbip^aAd 
harmony with the native.'. ; upon which he let fail for Spain. 
On his ji.rival lie immediately went to court, where he was 
gracioufly received by the queen, and made to dt down in 

vher 
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her prefence ; an honour the higheft that could be conferred 
on a fubje6t K 

Columbus, on his return, was perfuaded that the phcca 
he had difeovered were IHands on the oppofite iide or that 
continent to which the Portugiiefe traded. This was confo- 
nant to the fyllem he had fet out upon, and to the idea of 
the ^terraqueous globe he formed to himfelf. For this reafon, 
therefore, he gave thofe iflands the appellation of Weft In- 
dies. He made fcvcral curious aftronomical obfervations, 
great improvements in navigation, and infpired the Spaniards 
with couraga to truft themfclves in unkAown feas, by this 
voyage. In his way home, Cohimbus, to preferve the me- 
mory of this difeovery, in calc he was (liipwrecked, carefully 
wrott a journal of every minute particular. This he wound 
carefully in a cere-cloth, and put into a dole barrel, to be 
thrown into the fea, if any accident had befallen the ihip. 

From the fame motive it was, that, befcre his fecond voyage, 
he drew an cxn^lThart of his difeoveries, which he put into 
the hands of his fon. 

.The fuccefs of this firl? attempt determined their Catholic 
Majefties to fcnid him back the foIlowii\g autumn, on the fame 
purfuit, with a'^KvAadron of i8 lail. Of the particulars 
this voyage we hjvvc no account, farther than that the 
fkirmiflics between the Spaniards and Indians happened on greater 
this occafion ; that the Indian monarch purchafed a rcconci- force. 
liation at the price of a golden crown, which he fent to 6b- 
lumbus, with great ftorc ol provilion for the fleet, and fome 
important intelligence ; and that the difeoveries now made 
had conflrmed him the more in his opinion of his having 
found out d new pafTage to the Eaft Indies ^ and A means of 
circumnavigating the globe. With regard to his third voy- 
age we arc left no lei's in tlic dark as to particulars. This 
much we ail: told, that Calumbiis had now gained fome know- 
legc of the continent* rctrafled '.fir 5'^rmcr miftak^, upon 
l^aring that there wa/a fea on the oppofite* iide of this con- 
tinent; and now firll received the opinion of there being a 
paflage from the north to the foifth feas, by which it mighr. 
be poflible to fail to th* This was fuch a pioot 

of his iigacity and penetration, that it was with good reafon 
the Mr. Boyle affirmed that we arc no Icfs obliged u> 

CohMits for the difeoveries made after his death than for 
thof^made by him while living, lincc they all flowed from 
bis mBCifles, beings no more than improvements on the pl.iu 
he had traced oitr, and in fome incafure executed with equal 
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prudence, fortitude, aud good-fortune. It is lilsewife re* 
markable, that Tome of thofe difcoveriesi which afeefteemed 
oi' much later date, were in faA not unknown to him ; par- 
ticularly the conHant modon of the fea from eaft to w^, of 
which he took notice in his firil voyage ; thence explaining 
the diderence between the dme coufumed in going out and 
returning hpmc 

Columbus But this expedition, although in tlie main fuceefsful, *did 
mJ his not terminate without misfortunes and freih matter of grief 
friends to Columbus. The gravity of his behaviour, his undaunted 
fnt home pcrfcvcrance, his good-fortune, and the llrift^ difciplinc he 
sm irons, maintained during his voyage, created him a number of ene- 
mies both in Spain and among his mutinous licentious crew. 
Appeals from both parties were remitted to court from Hf- 
paniola ; in confequence of which their majeftics fent over 
oi\Q Francis BabadiUa to take cognizance of thedifpute, and 
do judicc, according as things, upon inquiry, Ihould appear 
to him. Bobadilla, upon a Aiperdcial exa<nination of fu6ls, 
to gratify a bifhop, whofe refentment Columbus had incurred, 
caufed the admiral, with his brethren, to be feized, put in 
irons, and in that condition fent to Spiun. In November^ 
A. 1 500, they anived’at Cailiz^ from wb: Columbus made 
his appeal to their Catholic MajcHics, wao gave immediate 
orders tliat he (hould be releafed, and exprefTcd the utmoft 
concern for his fufFcrings. The queen, in particular, who 
was warm and hearty in her cfleem, gave him fignal marks 
of favour and dillin(^ion ; but it was fume time before be 
could procure a new governor to be fent to HifpanhU j which, 
however, he at length efFefled. 

No foc^icr had lie carried this point than he folicited leave 
to make a fourth voyage in quell of farther difeoveries ; and, 
after a great many difHcultics and obllrii6lions, obtained it. 
Ill this voyage it was that he landed upon the continent, ly- 
ing fome days at the Raflimentos. A. 1 502. While he was in 
the fulfcarcer o€iJ;frthcr difeoveries, hj was forced ta alter his 
courfe, a.dV fleer ior Hi/paniola, though for what rcafoiTWt 
are not told. Probable ic is that new quanels and mutinies 
had arifen, which rendered for liim to con- 

tinue his purfliit. In the year 1504, he returned ^9 Spain, 
where^ upon his arrival, the firft news he heard was t^e death 
of Ifabella the queen, and his firmefl friend. So afledied was 
he with this incident, that his health vifibly dcclin^‘1, and 
nothing but his inrupcrable courage and coiiflancjy c^ld en- 
able him to furvive a lofs which expofed him to atfiVic naalice, 
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latrigoe, and' artifice, of his numerous and po werful ene- 
mies. He ftill, however, perfeVered in his duty and applica- 
tions to an ingrateful court, where he was received with a 
cold refpefi, very difierent from what he had been accuf- 
tomed to from his royal mifirefs. This, fuperadded to his 
former alflidfions, funk fo deep in his noble mind, that, after 
a few months lingering illnefs, he died' equally admired and 
envied. When the court was informed of his death, then 
at length they began to perceive the value of a man they 
had before negleSed. His virtues rofe upon them in pro- 
portion as ob^uy and detraffion fubfided, and they paid 
, thofe honours to the dead which were refufed to the living. 

Orders were lifucd that his body might be interred with all 
imaginable funeral pomp and magnificence; hut C&Iumhits had 
before given fome direftions concerning his funeral, whicli 
fliould perpetuate the memory of his hard treatment, by or- 
dering the irons he had worn to be p^t in his cofiin with 
him. I'iuis died' she great Cq^umbuSt the ornament of his 
age, and the confiant butt of fortune, equal in his private ^ 
and public virtues, and exceeded by none either in prudence, 
perfcverance, <;^oiirage, or true greatnefs of mind. With 
him died that il>*:; #of rancour and malice, which purfued 
him invariably thr<-jgh the whole courfe of his life, and * 
whicli he refifted with a generous and noble refoluiion. QiThe fler^ 
this there cannot be a more llriking inflance than in the fa- 
mous llory of the egg, which is thus related by tlie bdl hi- 
florians of thofe times, particularly by Peter Martyr. After 
the queen’s death, when it was obferved that the king re- 
ceived Columbus with a referve and cohlnefs, many of the no- 
bility affefted to Iclfen his merit, by infinuating th.-^^he was 
rather fortunate than prudent, his difcoverics being rather 
the refiilt of accident than of well-concerted meafures. 


Thefe fuggefiions received ffrength from the artifice of -the 
PingonSf whofe jealoufy made them fw,qrn enemies to the fu- 
perior merit of Cohimbits^ They arrogated tliemfelvcs the 
»4itCoveries tliat had been made ; affirming that .!.e pride, 
' llubbornnefs, and feverities, of Colvmbns was the caiifc of all 
|he mutinies and difcordjpn fleet. Columbus, one 

day at .i^^public dinner at court, arrer bearing a great deal of 
raillery iipon this head, ordered an to be brought to him ; 
’ and, fl;.iwing it to the company, afked if there was any one 
who wquld undertake to fet it upright upon the lerTcrend. All 
agreeirg that ‘it was impoffible, very gravely cracked 

the ftieiifUfid, by fl:rikiijg it gently on the t-ible, enlarged the 
bafe till it flood upright. Upon which the company fell a- 
laughing, and cried out that apy-body might have done as 
Mod. Hisr. Vpt. XI. Bb much. 
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niQch. ** That I do not doubt/’ anfwered CMumitu; and 
** yet none of you thought of it. Thus it that I dif- 
** covered the Indies ; I firft conceived the defign qf' fleering 
** thatcourfe, and now every miferable pilot can find hts 
way thither as well «is L There arc many things which 
« appear cafy when once performed, which before were 
“ thought imprafticable. You ought to rhfleft on the fcoffa 
I fuftained before I put my defign in execution it waa 
then a dream, a chimera, a delufion; and now it is what 
“ any-body might have thought of, and put in praftice.” 
When Ferdinand was told this ftory, he wj\s extremely de- 
lighted, commended Columbus highly, and made no difficulty 
of declaring that he admired the grandeur of that fpirit, 
which at the fame time he endeavoured to bring down. Many 
are the refleflions which naturally arife from this incident, 
which cannot fail of mfpiring the reader with extraordinary 
ideas of the underj?anding, prefence of mind, and conllancy 
of Columbus ; but they are too obvious to require a recital. 
Sufficient it is that we obferve, that whereas heileadily pur> 
fued a fettled aud regular plan C-hroughout his four voyages, 
fo thofe who fiicceedcd him were led by no ntlicr guide than 
their avarice, and kept to no other iic’i i*aions than what 
they received from the Indians^ who, « to rid thcmfelves of 
fiich troublefomc guefts, were eternally founding in their 
ears the riches of diftunt countries, by which the Spiiniartls 
Were often induced to try the truth of their reports. Thus 
the difcovcrics of Columbus arofc, like thofe of - the great Sir 
Jfaac NavtoUf from deep refle( 5 lion, a fine chain of thought, 
and happy deduiftions ; thofe of his fiiccclfors from acciden- 
tal experiments, hearfay, and other fortuitous caufes, in which 
they can claim no other merit than that of having improved 
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upon the iiivention and difeoveries of another. Out of this 
number, however, wq mwii txcXwAc Ferdinand Magliana, or 
Magelhm, a Portu^uefi, gentleman of family, fpirit, and great 
fkill both in thenheory and prafficc (if navigation. As wc fliall 
have occAfion to mention ^the difcovcrics of this experiehccck 
feamau in our account of America, wc (hall here pafs over hi^ 
vovage round the world,,.aa4,pj3iVeed to a iccital of th^r 
performed by our renowi\cd countryman the brave Sir 
J)rje, 


T. 
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Contiining the hirtb and firfi exploits of Sir Francis 
Drake s his voyage round the worlds together with 
a Jhort view of bis life^ a defence of his charaSter^ 
jand an account of his death, 

TN the preceding fe^ion we gave an account of the life 7 '^tf/i>^ 
and dilcovcries of Columbus ^ not as an adtual circumna- and di/eo~ 
vigator, bus as a philofophciv whofe fyftem gave exigence series 9/ 
to the voyages of Magellan, Drake, Van Neort, Cavendifb,^^^"*^**l 
Dampier, Jnfon, and all the other perfbns who have 
his time failed round the globe. It has been obferved, that 
Sir Francis Drake refcmbled the heroes of antiquity not more 
in his virtues than in his dubious and cquivoral defeent. Wc 
are told by the learned Camden *, thtt he was the fon of a 
clergyman, whd? in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, was vicar 
of Upnore, on the river Medway^ On the contrary,, the 
painful and induflrious ^ohn Stmve lelates, that he was the 
eldeft of tvwlve brethren, all child'^n of Edmund Drake of 
Tavijhck, in tnc bounty of Devon, mariner ; and that he was 
born in the yea^ *540 Thefe feeming contradiftory'afler- 
tions we find ingenioufly reconciled by the judicious late editor 
of //flrWr’s voyages, by fiippofing that Edmund Drake the fa- 
ther, being a zealous protefiant, as fuflering much for his re- 
ligion in the reigns of Henry VIII. and Edrojard VI. and hav- 
ing likewife a competent (hare of learning, was ordained dea- 
con in the days oi Elizabeth, and fettled at Upir-re. With- 
out examining fcrupuloully into the truth of this\folution of 
the difficulty, which it muft be ackr.ov/Iegcd is the beft it is 
capable of, we will proceed to the hiftory of Sir Francis, who 
received hi;' chriflian name from hh godfather /><z/zc/j cail 
Bedford. It <locs not apptar that fee ever received ^^ny advan- 
^tagefrom this honodr, or th.u the eail pationized him with 
'the affeflion and warmth which might be expt^fed from fo 
near an alliance. In his youth*hc was fbnt to lea as an ap- 
prentice to the mafia” of a fir-’Jl t^eflel trading to the coaftof 
FravK, who conceived fo warm africndlhip for him, that, on 
his ^ath-bed, he bequeathed him all he was worth, his little 
bark. At the age of eighteen, Mr. Dr.'ke was made piirfcr of 
a n^ch^q^man bound to the Bay of Bifeay ; and, at twenty* 
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he' made a voyage to the coaft of Cuiney, Durld^ the whole 
courfe of his fcrvicehe diCUnguifhed himfelf by a peerage, a 
c^uickncfs and fagacity, very unul'ual and greatly fuperior to 
his years. In the year 1565, his cnterprifing genius induced 
him to venture his whole fortune in a voyage to the Weji In- 
dies, which proved uhfuccefsful; Two years after he fervcd 
under Sir John Hawkins in an expedition to Mexico ; from 
whence he aeiurned difappointed, and aimoft ruined in 'his 
fortunes, but with accumulated leputation and glory. Far 
from defponding or finking under thofe repeated misfortunes, 
they rather w^hetted his courage, and fet him^ upon under« 
takings which otherwife he might ne\'er have entered upon, 
l ie made two more voyages thither in quality of commander, 
firft in the year i ^70, and next in the year following, partly 
for information, and to qualify him for enterprizes of more 
importance to his fortune and fame. His courage and con- 
Aancy had now fo railed his charafter, that he found 116 dif- 
ficulty in procuring a number of adventurt/s to fliaie in any 
His /rj! voyage he propofed. f lis firft fcheme was to make rcprifals 
•voyage at upon the Staniirds for the Idles he had fuftered by theiij ; 

enterprize feypra! coniiderable incrch^ats embarked 
to the Vi part of their fortunes in fitting out twV'fltips to cruize in 
in ICS. j4fnerica, under the conduit of Mr. Dhiikc. Wiili thefe, 
viz* the Swan of 250, and the Pafea oi Plymouth of 70, 
tons, he failed on the 24th of May 1572. His confoit w'as 
under the command of his brother Captain John Drah ; the 
little fqiiadron was well equipped and provided; but the 
whole crews amounted to no moi e than feventy-three men 
and boys. Such was the armament he carried into the iVeji 
Indies, to^evenge the damages fuftained from the Spaniards* 
Mr. Dra^'e, lunvever, foon pioved what gieat things may be 
elTeited by a wcll-direitcd Ipirit and intrepidity. He fackcJ 
the famous town of Nomhre de Dios, and foon after law from 
an high tree die South ^as ; a fpeilacle that inflamed him 
with an'e^er defhe of carrying an Bnglifh fliip thither, an 
attempt nover made, perhaps never thought of baforc. Oh* 
his return, a prodigious dividend was made amungft the 
owners, and Captain Drake a|l at onc«^Ipuiid himfelf poflcflci , 
of a large and affluent fortune, although he feorned^to take 
advantage of fome circumftances which anotlicr man would 
have claimed as his right. Of tliis we have a remarkable and 
generous ioftance in regard to a prefent made him by :|n In- 
dian prince on the ifthmus Darien. This prince, in ‘return 
for a cutlafs which Captain Drake had given him, *c 3 lfffldlcd 
* his gratitude by a prefent of four large Wdges ot gold, 
whi<^ the captain threw into the common ftock ; fayilig, that 

• his 



his owners •gave him the cutlafs, and it was but reaiboable 
^ they /hould have their fliare of the produce. His voyage 
homewards was no lefs happy than his expedition ; fot, in 
23 days, he palled from the Capes of Florida to Scilly IJlands^ 
arrh'ing at Plymouth on the 9th of Augufi 1573 

Tiik fame of this expedition foon mread over the king- 
dom, and Captain Drake found hiifilelf at the pinnacle of 
forpiine both in his circumifances and reputation. People 
croiided from all parts to vilit the hero who had performed 
exploits lb glorious, and a voyage lb dangerous, with a force 
fo inadequate and flender. After a lliort j-cfpite from the fa- 
tigues of hisiroyage, hegeneroufly refblvcd tofpend the for- 
tune he had acquired by his bravery in the fervice of his 
country. For this purpofe he equipped no Icfs than three 
frigates at his own expence, with which he ferved under that 
worthy nobleman IValUr earl of Kjfex, and greatly alfiftcd in 
the reduction of the rebellious Irijh.^ After the death of lU obtains 
EJfeXf he attach^ himfelf to Sir Chrtfiopker Hatton, xhicxithsqu ens 
vice-chambcrliiin to the queen, and afterwards high-chan- 
cellor of England. By tl^; inteicftyf this new patron, Cap- 
vAw Drake, notwithftandir.g great oppofition, obtained* her ‘ 
majefty’s confi^'ilH,^ for that voyage Wliich he had fo long 
meditated, and of ^which we arc now to tender an account. , 2 ^ South 
Captain Dr^ke was no fooncr appointed, or rather per- 
mitted, to undertake this expedition, than he applied with 
unwearied diligence to get every thing in readiuefs for ac- 
compUftiing his defigns, in wlikh his friends aflilled greatly 
by large contributions towards the expcncc. Kvery thing 
w.is expeffed from the vigilance, prudence, and courage, of 
Drake ; and nothing, it was fiippofed, befidcs ac.’^lenis and 
iinforcfccn misfortunes, could prevent his retmninpjtt'ith frefh 
laurels and immenfe wealth. Five vcflels were equipped, zn'z. 
the H/nJ, i qo tons, Francis Drake admiral, the Elizabeth, 80 
tons, Captain Jointer, the Marigold, a bark of 30 tons, John 
Thomas commander, tlieSivan, a fly-boat, 50 tons,* Captain 
JShe/ler,' and the Chri/lophcr, a pinnace, Captain lAoon; the 
whole complement of men aiiloiyiiing to 164 able-bodied 
Icameii. Every thing necefliuy lor fo long a voyage was 
amply provided ^onj^boats, IfaSed in cafe of accident, were 
put oif board j^ines, cordials, and medicines alfo. Nor Drake*/ 
was pleafure forgot ; for Mr. Drake carried with him a band tnagnif- 
of mufic, a prodigious qiuniiiyof wi ought plate, .iiid other 
rich furniture, by which the nations he propofed \ifiting 
Biigh*^H»fcT^tain magnificer.t ideas of the grandeur of his io}al 
• 

c Purchas, volj.p.ii.p. 46. Harris, 1 . i. c. f 
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miftrefs and country. ' Some miters have not fcruplcd to 
tax him with vanity, from this drcumftancey tho^we would 
rather afcribe this conduct to his generous priAciples and high 
ftnfe of national honour. It is indeed an ea(y matter for 
Kttle minds to* give an invidious turn, and blnA the reputation 
of the noblefl purpofe^, by their own bafc fuggeflions 

All things being now in readinefs. Admiral weighed 

anchor from Plymouth on the 5th day of November, A, 1 577, 
under pretence of a Voyage to Alexandria ; but he was loon 
obliged to put back/by rcafon of a violent frorm, which did 
him fome damagef In a few days he remedied, all defci£Is,' 
and fet fail with a more favourable wind on the 13 th of Dc^ 
ember. On the 25th he made Cape Cantin on the coaft of 
Barbary, which was the firll land he fell in with from his de- 
parture. Two days after he arrived at the illand Magador, 
difrant about a mile from the continent, which, with the 
ifland, formed a comnibdious harbour. Here the admiral fet 
his carpenters to work in building a piniiitce ; during which 
employment feveral of the natives came to the lliore with 
flags of peace, and exchanged hbfrages with the admiral, 
promifing to return i^xt daj with provilion^for the fleet. 
At firft lome mifunderftunding arofe, ant^he natives failed 
in their agreement; but perceiving, upofi examining a pri- 
foncr they had made, that the rquadron did not belong to 
the king of Portugal, with whom the king of Fez was at 
war, but to the qween of England, they iclcafed the feaman, 
and carried prefenls from his majefly to the admiral ®. 

The pinnace being now finlllied, Drake failed, December 
the 30th, from Magador, and arrived on the 17 th of Ja- 
nuary at ^ipe Blanco, where he found a (hip at anchor, with 
only two l^amcn on board. Of her he made prize, carried 
her into the harbour, muftered his men on Ihorc, and cxcr- 
eifed them to land as well as fca-fcrvice. Dcpal ting thence 
on thezjd of January, carrying with him a Portuguefe 
caraval, of 40 tons, in the room of The Chrijlopher; he ar^ 
rived at tHb-6a/^ de Verd iflauds, and took in all ilcceflary re^ 
frelhments at the pleafaflt ifland pf Mayo. Thence he 
flrctched to St. J^o, the (^rgefl of ti'e Cap^c Verd iflands, • 
keeping at fome diflance fop fear of the inh Atants. Jn Pur- 
chat 9iL<^ Harris we arc told, that, bqfprp he left thc-ille of 
Mayo, Drake fent out a party to feize upon fome magazines 
of dried ‘cabritos, or goats, yearly prepared for the portu- 
guefe fleet that ufualiy touched there. ^ Here ^^bry^jfbund 

* SirW.Mo 5 seN '8 Trails, vol.iii. p. 350. * Purchas, 

T.i.p.47. Part”* 
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gropes 10 th&utmoft perfe<flioa in the depth of winter, coco- 
nuts, fait, ixc, of which faff they took but little, the 
iilandcrs having purpofely hid the oldefl and word in their ' • 
way. Tn coading along St, Jago^ three pieces of cannon 
were difcharged at the fquadron ; an infult which 

Drake did not chufe to lofe lime in revenging. Here two v 

fall were deferied, to which the admirol gavechace. One of 
thefij he took, which proved a Portugu^fe veflel laden with 
wine. He gave the command of her to one Doughty, put-» 
ting tlic Pertuguefe, with a fufficient quantity of wine and 
provifiun, on board the pinnace, and the]} difeharging them. 

The Portiig^efe captain Nniv) de Siha he took on board his 
own (hip, to lerve as pilot on the coad of Bra/il^ with which 
he found him to be well acquainted (A), 

Pursuing his voyage from the Ca/>e deVerds, he arrived 
at the illand delFuogo, or the burning illanci, ponclfed by thQ 
Portuguefe, and taking its name from the fulpliureous flames 
ilfuiiig out of thcbowels of the ctirtn. Iking now arrived 
near the equinoaiai, this grei\t and jlgilant commander, 
careful of th.; health ant^livcs of his feumen, let blood with 
liis own h:ind of every man on board, to prepare them the 
better for a of climate. In a tjui fe of 54 days, with- 

out feeing Imd, ^hcfquaJron met with great plenty of fifli, ^ 
dolphins', bonettos, and flying-filh, foine of which dropt 
down i»i the fldps» their finny M'ipgs being dried wiiii the 
air. yf/r// the 4th, he arrived on the coaftof Brafil, in lat. 

33 degrees fonth. Goading along the Hrajiis, they parted 
ill a dorm %vitli the Cht ifiapher, which name liad been givvu 
to the Portuguefe prize; but found her again on the uih. 

The place where all the fliios difperfed in fearch^of her ren- 
dezvoufed, the admiral called Cape Joy, All *i\\c country 
round was fiiir and plcafant, the foil rich and fiiiirful, the 
climate temperate, tlie air mild am! agrcaihlc. fJreat dore 
of deer of an uncommon fizc were feen, but no inliabitams, 
although the print j of their teet plainly ihewed th« the coun- 
.^ry was not without human beings ^ , 

^ Harris, T. [. 1, i. c. i, Lep. N. H. p* !/ i. 

» • 

■ AS The reafon of Drake's deed, r.o pirt of tac expedition 
making reprifals, and taking can be jullificd b> the law of 
the Portuguefe fliips, was, that, nations, as, on the prefenc oc- 
at this eijne, the crowns of cafion, Zpain was not in actual 
Spain and Portugal were united war >vicii England. 
ppoB^e heaik 'Perhaps, in- 
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On the 26th, Drakt cade to the mouth of flie Rio de Ui 
Plata, or the great river of Plate, where he fou/ided in 53 
hithod freAi water ; but, finding no good anchorage, put 
again to fea. Sailing along,, he came to a fine bay, in which 
ftood a number of pretty ifiands, well-fiocked with feals and 
fowls ; by nieans of which the fquadron was well fup- 
plied with frefti proviiions. The inhabitants came boldly 
round the admiral upon his landing, feemed willing to trade, 
but would accept of nothing, unlefs it was firft thrown down 
on the ground.^ They were a (Irong-bodied race, fwift of 
foot, and of a lively and brilk difpofition. Tl^pir faces were 
painted, and their cloathing only a furred Ikin round the 
waift, with certain wreaths and ornaments round their heads. 
The Marigold and Chriftepher being fent out in queft of a 
more commodious harbour, they ioon return with intelli- 
gence of one they had difeovered ; to which the admiral and 
whtJle fquadron repaired. News of the fleet was foou fpread 
‘ among the natives, who came flocking dowarto the (bore with 
large bows and arrows in their hands. They appeared to bo 
not altogether ignorant of martial dhcipline ; for they ranged 
thcmfelvcs into tolerable good order. The lu^ convincing 
proof of their agility fhey gave, was, in«^lealing the admi- 
ral’s hat off his head, a prize they ftiarcd^among them, one 
keeping the hat, and others dividing the la^e, which on no 
terms they would give tip. This was the people w^hich 
Magellan calls the Patagons* 

Weighing from this pkicc, he failed to Port St, Julian, 
fo called by Magellan, where he arrived June the 20th. Here 
he found a gibbet ere^ed by that famous commander for the 
execution ^f fome of his mutinous crew. It was Drahe^s, 
misfortune to be under the nccellity too foon of applying to 
it ; for here John Doughty, an able and experienced fcaman, 
but turbulent, haughty, and mutinous, was hanged ; an 
affion, f^s Harris, the ipofl blamcable and rafti of the ad- 
miral's lift (A). On thp 17th of Augtiji, Drake left Port 
• , ■ Julian^ 

« 

(A) The editor of the new ^ave Dowhty his choice of be- 
edition of Harris's Voyage f ing tryea on the fpot for mu- 
flatcB this affair in fo fhort a tiny, or fent home to take bit 
manner, that the reader is left tryal according to the laws of 
to believe this action was an his conatry. He chofe the.fof- 
mbitrary ftretch of power, 0^- ' mer, and accordingly had a 
ing to the cruelty of Drake's jury not of twelve, bew«^rty 
temper ; whereas, according to of the chief* pc;} Tons in the fleet. 
Sir IV . Idynfon, and the moft by whom he was conyided. 
fuithentic writers, the admiral This pipceeding, we are feu- 
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Julian, fxd &n the aoth fell in with the Streights af Magth 
Ian, which^they entered the following day. The navigation 
here was extremely difficult ; the ftreight being fo croo^d, ' 

and winding into fo many obliquities and curves, that the 
wind was perpetually ffiifting. However, after a tedious Hemve$ 
palfage of lixteen days, they at length arrived in the great 
South Sea, or Pacific Ocean. No fooner was Drake entered 
into*this fea,- for which he had long exprefled the Arongefi; 
inclination, than a Aorm aiofe, by which he was driven, ac- 
cording to Sir IPil/iam Men/on, loo leagues to the wcAward, 

200 leagues, {ly Harris and Ptirchas, of longitude, and one 
degree fouth of the Ai eight (B). He anchored in a fine bay 
57"^ fouth latitude, in which Aood feveral iflands, affording 
u holfomc water and herbage. Not far from hence he entered 
another bay, whcrc.hc faw a number of naked people tra- 
veiTing the Arcights between one idand and anotlier, in feardi 
of plants, fruits, and other proviuoii% Their canoes, he 
obferved, wctc m^ile^vith foineart, and th^y managed them 

fibjc, was irregular, and, if ad- 
mitted, would Ije a precedent of 
dangerous tendency yet there 
arc fome iiiAances in^which we 
cannot bufexcufe the comman- 
der, although we lament the 
rec.flity for fuch an aflion. 

Captain Cheaf, in the latl war, 
was acquitted in England for a 
proceeding infinitely more de- 
fpotic ; the law feemiiig to look 
upon thofe bold aAion; as the 
natural cures of fo dangerous a 
malady as difobcdienceand mu- 
tiny. Doughty bore his fate with 
great refelution, refignatiomand 
an undaunted prefence of mind. 

Op the morning before his exe- 
^cution he received the facra- 
ment with Dtah, and other of- 
^ficers. He afterwards dined 
with them at the fame tame with 
cheari ul^efs, took leave of them 
all by drinking their healths, 
with the famecalmnefs as if he 
^ had been goine a common jour- 
ney. peing ended, he 

rofe ‘from table, |n(f walked 

f i; hlmftn, V. 3. p. 361. f xj T, i. P. ii. 

with 


without fear or hcfitation to [he 
place of his execution, where 
he rcfigJIcd his lall biqath with 
the compofiire of a ph’lofopher, 
and intrepidity of a foldicr (1). 
This conduct oi Dcugh/y's it u ns 
that fpirited up clamours againil 
Drake. 'I’he F.ngHjn nation, of 
all others, flitw the greateft 
compaffion for unfortunate cou- 
rage. Some affirmed, that he 
was cut off as the^ rival of 
Drrke\ fame { others faid, th.'>t 
it was in confcqucnce of ictret 
orders fiom the Earl of Leicrf- 
ter ; but none arc hardy enough 
to deny that he had ^Ctuaily 
plotted againll his admiral's 
hte, and (iirrcd up dangerous 
Icdhions in the fleet. 

(B) In this florm it was that 
DnhloVt l\\c Marigold, Lap;. 
Thomas i fo that now, of his 
whole fleet, only Arec remain- 
ed, for the tvvo fmall veflels 
were fet adrift fome time bo- 
fore, on their becoming leaky, 
and unfit to bear enc fea (a). 
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with great dexterity. They very readily eqtered into a com- 
merce with him for fuch commodities as their coifntry af- 
forded. Here it was that Drake obferved, contrary to the 
.then prevailing opinion, that the part of the heavens fituated 
ncareft the (buth pole had fewer vifible Aars, and thefe of a 
fmaller magnitude. Three only he could difeern of any re- 
markable brilliancy and Aze in that hemifphcre, which he had 
not before feen in England, He likewife took notice of* two 
fmall clouds of the exa^ colour, and greatly refcmbling,, the 
Via LaSlca, not far from the pole, which the failors culled 
Magellan's Clouds, they feeming to be fixed and immoveable 
almuA vertically to feme of the difcovcrics of •‘that great na- 
vigator *. 

Sailing northward, Drake difeovered three iflands, in 
one of which was fuch a multitude of birds, efpccially Tea 
fowl, as is hardly credible. O^oher the 8 th* he loll company 
of the (hip commanded by Captain IVinter, He now fleered 
away for the coaft ^f Chili, which foriger maps placed to 
the fouth-wefl:, but which Drake fou''J lying north-eafl and 
caAerly ; fo that thofe coaAs werc^-rathcr not hilly difeovered, 
or at leaft not faithfully deferibed, before this voyage. The 
difFerence he makes >bout 12 degrees. ^On 4 hc aytli he ar- 
rived at the ifland of Mocha, where hC|7nchored, and went 
on (horc with ten men. The inhabitants coiifirtcd of re- 
fugees, whom the Spani/b barbarity hud driven from their 
habitations on the continent, here to preferve their liberties 
and lives. At firft they behaved to the Englifb with great 
civility, bringing them potatoes, two fine fliccp, and pro- 
mifing to fupply them with water, for which they leceivcd 
fome prefents. Two fcamcn wTnt on lliore the following 
day, wilh barrels for water, and were knocked on the head 
by the natives, who took this opportunity of leveiiging 
themfelvcs on \\\q Spaniards, not doubting but the fleet be- 
longed to that nation. Their deiign was to kill the whole 
boat’s f rew ; for Hicy difeharged fuch a flight of arrow's 
againA it, that, of the nine men on board, not one efcaped 
being w'onnded. Drake did not care to revenge an injury^ 
which was not intended Ito him; he theiefore continued his 
courfc, without enuiing^ipon hoAMIties with thofe favage^ 
from whom he was fcnfible nothing could be gained On the 
coiA of Chili he met with a canoe, on board of which was ' 
an Indian, who, miAaking him for a Spaniard, told him there 
was a rich Spanijb fliip in the road of Villa Dorcifo, OT Val~^ 
hario.. The admiral rewarding the Ii^dian fof«mM» iptclli- 

*^Mons6n, loc. ciuc, Harris & Pvrciias, ibid. 
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C« 12. Hiflery of the SoMthjffH Coniiiuwt, 

genoe, . he oftered to conduA him to the place, which 
did accordingly (C). This (hip was manned with eight 
mards and fome negroes, who, believing Drake to , £c a 
Spanijb admiral, fainted him with their guns, loud huzzas, 
and bumpers of Chili wine. They were foou convinced Takes a 
their error, the Englifh boarding hgr, fliutting the crcw/"*^* ^ 
undor hatches, all except a defperatc Spaniard who fliing^j"®^'"'^ 
himfelf into the fea, and making prize of her and the cargo. 

After this they landed, and plundered a neighbouring vii- 
lagc, in which they found a confidcrable Aock of 0 &//iwinc. ' 

I'his village ^he above writers call St, ^ago, but by mif- 
take, that error being corrcfteil in a Latin manufeript writ- 
ten by 7. Cafioibont now in the Cottenian library Here 
likewife were found a filver chalice, two filvcr cruets, and a 
rich altar cloth, of which the failors robbed the chapel, not 
eUccming it any kind of facrilege to plunder and fpoil the 
churches of Papijh and Roman CatMics, The admiral, 
fetting his prifonA's^n (liorc, fliapcd his coniTe for Limaj 
the capital of Peru. Tn his vcjyage an elUinatc was made of 
the booty, which amounted to twenty-Hvc Pezoes of Soldi- 
vean or the j-«rert gold, with a crofs the fame metal, fet ^ 
with emeralds (D). This was the Argo of the Ihip, for 
in the village wa^fSund nothing befidcs wine, and the tiiiles 
we have mentioned 

Elevated with this rich booty and prodigious fuccefs, 
the fqiiadrou chearfully proceeded ou its coiiifc, the failors 
now imagining thitt no force would be able to withfland 
them, although as yet they had met with no refiftance. But 
they foon experienced that all theu- victories were not to be 
• gained in fo eafy a manner. Putting on fhore for water at 
CoquimbOf fourteen Engli/h were attacked by a body of 300 
Spanijh horfe and 200 foot. I’hcy, however, made their 
retreat good*, in fpite of all the endeavours of the enemy, 
and got to the Ihip with the lofs only of one man. The 

*» Led; Naval Hill. p. 175. * Audi. citat^ibiJ. 

s (C) Harris Hacklui^, and whole booty was valued at 
Parchas., give this road the 2?,ooo pezoas, equivalent to 
name 0/ St. Jago^ which is a 39,000 Spanijh ducats ; but, ac- 
millake, that city being fitu- cording to the above Latin ma- 
sted further up the country than nuferipe of Cafaubon^, the gold 
ever Or. she penetrated. above weighed %ooih. bclnles 

according to the crofs, chalice, cruets, dgr'r. 

/»//, Purchas, ant^ Ilarris, the (3). 

• 

(l) Letbard'j A'av. //j/?. p. 175. Stenljo PrsU RevhffJ, p. fs> 4 ®* 
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next day ttie Englijb going again on (hore to 1 }ury the man 
left dead upon the Held, the Spaniards holfted a flag of 
truce; but the EngRJb^ fufpefting their fideliry migh? be 
Upon a level with their cofirage, did not chufe to trufV them ; 
and therefore, carrying off their man, they returned to the 
Dnkegefs (hips. Towards the beginning of Fehmary Drake put into 
pre^giaus ^ called Tnrapana, where they found a Spaniard aflecp 
upon the beach, with 30 bars of filver, in value about 4000 
dollars, lying by him. Thcfe they carried off, leaving the 
Spaniard to finilh his nap. This is Camden\ Harris\ and 
Purchas'z account ; but Burchett reduces the number of bars 
to 13 At a fmhll diflance from thence, goiag on fhore for 
water, they met a Spaniard and an Indian driving eight Pe- 
ruvian fheep, each flieep being loaded with two bags of pure 
filvcr, both amounting to an 100 weight. I’his booty of 
800/. weight of filver they carried off, permitting the Spa- 
niard and Indian to purfue their journey without farther mo- 
Icftation (E) . *• ^ 

From hence the admiral failed for, drtca, where he found 
three fmall barks at anchor. he plniidcied ; and car- 

ried off, befides other valuable merchandize, 57 wedges 'of 
fine filver, each webehing twenty pouij^ls. 45 atisfied with 
this prize, he did not attack the town, whi< h he imagined 
might be attended with more hazard anh than the 

enterprife deferved, but put again to fea, and arrived in the 
port of Lima on February the 13 th. Here lay 12 fail of 
(hips without a creature oh board ; and, according to ihe 
author laft cited in our note, 30 fail of fine Ihips richly 
laden. On board this fleet he found a cheft filled with riajs 
of plate, or coined money, befides great quantities of filk, 
linen, ebrf Having cleared thofe Ihips of what he thought 
proper, he received advice of a rich ITiip called the Cacafmga^ 

^ Apud Lediard, p. 176. 

f 

(E) According to the author in ftrength. Three men and ^ 
of Drake ke^jtved, thcfe Iheep^ bo>, fays that author, were fet 
were as large as afies. 1 h^ir upon the back of one of them, 
necks refembled camels, but which Teemed to give the crea- , 
their heads were exactly thdic ture no manner of uneafmefs 
of flieep. Their wool is ex- (3J. What degree of credit the 
ceeding fine, and their flefh reader is to give to this account, 
fweet and delicate. Some of will appear when we treat of the 
them are as large as a cow, animals and produce of (hit 
And greatly exceed that animal country, 

( 3 } Brake Revived^ p, 47 . 
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bound for Patta, To her he infiaotly gave chaoe, and, in a 
his way, to<2k a brigantine laden wi(h naval ftores, abqut ^njran- 
cighty pound weight of gold, together with a rich cruciHx 
of the fame metal, Audded with jewels. On his arrival at 
PaitAy finding that the Cacafuc^ proceeded on her voyage I * t;aca- 
to Panama^ he rcfolved to puriue her^ and, to animate his 
men, promifed his gold chain in reward to the firft perfon^ ^ 
who*ihould difeover her. I'his fell to the fhare of his bro- 
ther John Drake, who fpied her foon after from the tops, 
upon which the admiral crouded fail, and bore after her. 

In the evening^heVame r.long-fide of the Spanijb fliip, gave 
her three furious broadiides, which brought her nuzen-maA 
by the board, and obliged her to Arike. I'his was the richeA 
prize he h.id yet made ; for in her he found 1 3 cheAs of rials 
of plate, 80 pounds weight of pure gold, z6 tons of filvcr 
bars, and a large qiianUty of pearls and jewels. The au- 
thor of the Co/umna Rajirata fava thatithe wedges of gold 
and fih'er were unu-fined which feems to be morcconfJAent 
with truth, and the fTlppofcd value of the booty, than the 
accounts of Hnckliiit, Pu, and Harris ; for this was 
cAiinatcd at 3^0,000 pieces of eight, or near 90,000 /. Acr- 
Jing. 'P\\t*CaLajuogT‘\\'2& taken Cap^San Franctfto, about 
j Icaguf?^ ; the cargo was removed, and the 

Ailp then difmifIcTi, the admiral Accring his couifc x.oCua- 
Hcolo, or Gthiliih^i, a place fouth of Panama. In the Caca- 
fu'jir/j weic fevci.d otlicr valuable pauiculars befides thofc 
we have enumerated, fuch as rich wrought plate, particu- 
larly two fine chafed and gilt bowls of a piodigious fizc ; 
to which the ad mil al foon after added a beautiful eagle of 
inafTy gold, with a large emerald Auck in the brcaA, which 
he found on board a fmall brigantine he met with after taking 
that great prize k 

hujAWLAii Drake^ oil his arrival at Guatuiio, found only 
1 5 Spaniards in ihc town. Thefe he made prifoners, and 
then lanlackcd all the.houfcs, the plunder confiAing of a 
biifliel of rials of plate, and f^inc other things < 5 f value. 

" During their ivfidencc in this port, a Spanifs Ihip, bound 
t^for the Philippines, imafrining the tow n to be in pofAffion of 
the Spniipards, put in for water, and was taken, but the 
cargo wjis of no confidcrable value. Hming now acquired 
an immenfe fortune, raifed his reputation to the highcA, 
and revenged the injuries fuAained by his country, as well 
as Ills own private wrongs, Drake began to deliberate upon 


•*P. Hakris, T. i, 1 . i. c. i. 
p. 49. ' 
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his retUTii hcR&e. This was a determination^ that req[nkQd 
the utmoft caution, prudence, and refolution. To return 
■by the Streighfj (f Magellan would be cxpofijig himfelf to 
the tempeftuous weather, which, in that feafon of the year, 
always pi*evails there, and at the fame time to the danger of 
being intercepted by the enemy, who he imagined would 
probably watch his&return. This was adlually the cafe ; 
for Don Franci/co tie Toledo, viceroy ot Pent, had fenf two 
large men of war with thisdefign to cniifcabtAit the mouth 
of the ftreights. His only refource then was, to fleer by 
the Moluccas, and endeavour to And the trafl purfued by 
the Portuguefe to the Cape of Good Hope, but utterly un- 
known to the Englijb, and all the other Europeans. He* 
therefore boldly refolvcd to make his palfage by North Ame^ 
rica ; and accordingly failed to the latitude of 43 degrees 
north, to difeover if there was a palTage or flreight on that 
flde. Here the air was intcnfely cold ; and the farther he 
proceeded, tlie moA intolerable was the feverity of the cli- 
mate. * Meeting with nothing but tJyclTcloiids, open fliores 
covered with fnow, and a keen^fs in the atmofphere, ftiarp, 
piercing winds that had almoft killed the feamcn, ho re- 
turned to the latitude of 38 **8. ee 

North of California he put into a convenient harbour, 
where he entered upon a commerce wiln^the natives, wJiofc 
cottages were ranged along the fliore. Notwithftandiiig the 
rigour of the winter here, the inhabitants go naked, except 
aloofe garment of bullruflies which the women wear in form 
of a petticoat, and a deer-lkin over their ihoulders. But 
their good qualities, fays Hacklmt, make ample emends for 
their ordinary drefs ; for they arc to a proverb dutiful to 
their hulbands. Their houfes the natives fiirrounded with 
a trench, upon the edge of which they raife great pieces of 
timber, which join at the top in form of a cone, and make 
thefc little huts w.irm and comfortable beyond belief. I'hcy 
have ro other beds than the bare ground, flrewed over with 
rulhes ; their fire-place being in tlielniddle of the hut, about 
which tlic’yall lie promifeuoufly, men, women,* and childreu^* 
The firft picfent the adihiral had made to him was of feathers, 
and cowls of a kind ot-nct-woik jrr’n return for which lu 
entertained them fo heartily, as iiitircly to win s’lcir affec- 
tions. Soon after they brought him another prefent of fea- 
thers and bags of tobacco, aitcndc.l by a numerous ambafly, 
who all crouded together iiptm a little cffimence, fro m ^ 
which their chief orator haiangued him with < 4 ;^lion and 

8 PuRCUAS, Harris, Hackluit, &c. io loc., chat. 
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voice by rto-means difagrceable. After this they defcended. New Al- 
leavlng the women upon the hilli tearing their hair, beating or 
their breaits, and howlihgin a dreadful manner, according 
to the iifual ceremonies among them at their iacrificeSr " 

not to infill upon particulars, which wefiiall have occafion to ^ 
mention at large, when we come to treat of North America ; * ' 

fufileicnt it is that, after a vifit frodl the Indian king, and 
nufnberlcfs mutual civilities pafied, the admiral weighed from 
California, October the 13th, after he had taken pofieffionof 
in her majefty’s name, and crefted a monument, on which 
was engraved her pidturc, arms, title to the country, the ad- 
miral's own name, and the time of his arrival there. After 
his departure from thence, he fell in with certain illands in 
eight degrees north latitude, whence a great number of canoes 
came to them, laden witli coco-nuts and other fruits. The 
Indians, who navigated them, had fome peculiarities. Their 
teeth were jet-black, their n.iils an ir.^h beyond the ends of 
their fingers, the'r ears cropt round the lower pai^t, and then 
ftretched down their necks, with heavy pendants. 

'I'heir canoes were extre’b.ely beautiful, hollowed within,, our 
of a folid piece of wood with great ;u t, andlliining without y 
with tlie poiilh an ^ lufireof burnifhei' horn. Both the ilem ^ 
iiiul Hern wei’ ; ^larp, with the point turned upwards in a 
i])iial, iVcatly cil^. On each fide Jay a broad piece of wood, 
aliout a yard and a half Jong, to keep them clofc to the wind, 
n\ cmbiaciiig a larger body of water. They were of aeon- 
Jiderable height, and Buck lound with fJiclls of various 
colours, by way of ornament. Soon after ihh Dra/cc ^olThc iflanJs 
fight of three otlicr iflands, viz. Tagitlada, Zchi, and Zt"u/- ^^Tagu- 
i?; ra ; llie inhabitants of wliicli were flroiigly attached to the Ze- 
Portinrjh’fe. The lirfl of thefe illaiids pioduced abundance j.®"* 
o( ciiin.-imoii-l'. 

WiTiiou r making any flay here, the admiral proceeded jrriznat 
oil the fume ernife, arriving Novembet tlie 14th at the A/s- Mo- 
iiu'cas, and fleti ing for T/r/V/ore. Palling along the coaft of luccas. ' 
i^hityr^ au illaiiJ belonging to the king of Tcrncte, his ma- 
jffly's viceioy boldly c.ime on bojird, inviting the admiral to 
lail directly for 'Titnate, without touching at T/WXre. In 
compliance with his Sequel!, tnc admiral fleered his coarle 
thitiier, and came to an anchor before the chief city on the 
following morning. He immediately fent his i umpliments to 
the king, a prefent of a velvet cloak, and an'iiraiices that he 
had no other intention than to tiade upon the faiicfl teim9 


** PurCWac, iTarris, IIackluit, Ac. i^ Iqc cit. 
Lio. Nav.Hilt. p. 178. ' 
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with hh fubjcAs. By this time the viceroy hstd been with 
him, and difpofed his majefty to entertain very, favourable 
feiitiments in behalf of Drake and the Englijb, In confe- 
qnenceof which, a gracious meflage was fent to the admiral, 
cxprelTing his majedy's thanks for the prefent made to him, 
and alTiiring the Englifb of his protedlion, friend/hip, and 
free leave to trade with the natives in any commodities the 
country afforded; adding, that he was delirous of laying 
himfelf aiid hi^ crown at the feet of fo glorious a princefs as 
the queen of England^ and making her fovereign over him 
with the fame authority he had over his fubje^ts. In tefti- 
mony of this, he fent the admiral a fignet, and conferred 
the higheff refpeft and honours on the EngHJb mefleuger, 
who ftaid foine days at his com t. Intending after this a vilit 
to the admiral, he fent four canoes filled with perfons of 
the fil'd rank in his court, and equipped with the utinud pa* 
gcantry and pomp, tc fignify his royal picafurc. This pro- 
celfion was conduced with great decorum, .and a ceremony not 
ungenteel. The nobility were drcflei^ lu Hue white lawn, or 
callicoe. The canoes were covefed from one end to the 
other with large umbrellas of perfumed mats, hore up with 
an elegant frame of it-eds. Their fervant^ clad in wliitc dood 
round them; and thefe again furroundec’ of foU- 

diers. On each fide, in well- contrived gall&ics, wc-k; niug.-il 
the rowers; each gallery containing eight men. The canoe?, 
which were of an cxtraordinai y fi7<', were filled with .dl 
kinds of weapons and military dores, difpofed in ihc m f- 
regular and beautiful manner, iijwn their appioach to the 
ftiip, they all faluted the admiral in great order, one after an- 
other; each repealing his mafedy’s mellagc. Soon after th’j 
came the king in perfi)n, attended by fix perfons of a grave 
and venerable appearance, and the iitniod bden ration of 
cadern magnificence. He was immediately fahited with a 
concert of mufic, with which he feeincd greatly plealed ; 
but dilPmore fo with the admiral’s gererofity and hofpitality, 
expiefled’by the rich prefents he made to his majedy and 
Ternate nobility. After z. repalf on board, the king w'ent on 
fhorc, promiling to return the next day; but fird fent >1 , 
great dore of provifions.^fowls, rice, fago, fiigar,^^ (.Io*cs, 
and a kind of fruit they call frtg'j. Next day his iiiaj<;dy fent 
his brother to the admiral, to apologize for iiis not attending 
him according to promife, to invite him on fhorc, and wait 
on board as a hodage for his fafe return. TH ^i; inv itation " 
the adnyral declined ; but, to oblige his mjedy, fome 
of the f^iitlemen of his fl^t to court, whei'e they were re- 
ceived with great diduiidloa. Heie they met with four 

rurkijh 
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Ti/r^t^ envoys, who had been fent by the Grand Signidr to 
eftablifti a. treaty of commerce with the king of T&nate» 

After the Englijb gentlemen had waited for fome time in a 
great hall, his majelly came \o them, attended by twelve 
lances, a canopy of rith filk embroidered with gold being 
carried over his head. He was drclled in a loole robe of 
cloth of gold, his legs bare, but his*feet covered with flip- 
pers of cordovan. His hair was interwoven \lrith wreathe 
and circlets of gold ; about his neck hung a rich chain of 
the fame metal, and all his Angers were adorned With rings, 
richly fludd^ with jewels. On the righi fide of his throne 
flood a page tanning him with an elegant inflrument for that 
purpofe, and curioufly adorned with fapphires and other 
jewels. After receiving the Englijb with great kindnefs, he 
ibon difmined them, fending one of his council to conduft 
them fafe back to their (hips *. 

Thu admiral having clofed this fiene of grandeur, and 
linilhed his affiiir^ put off from Ternatc^ failing to a littlo 
ifland fouth of the where he flald fome days. No- 

thing remarkable was olArved here, but that the country wad 
woody, abounding with tall flrait trees, without branches, i 
except Wvat formvfil a fine roundifh tap, with fmall leaves, % 
4 feremUin|^»ik *&^f Englijb broom. A fpccies of (hioing 

g ^alTound in fuch multitudes, fleimming over and perch- 
on the branches in cluflers, as made them appear as 
j were on fire. H us they few as large as hens, and a 
»f Liiul cray-fifli, which burrow under the earth like 
rabbets, and arc fo large that one of them will dine four per- 
, foils. Sailiiig from hcncc, the admiral was prevented by 
'^'rpnyary -winds from running a weftern courfe ; he therefore 
nVp the iouthward, which he found attended with 
great dangefj' on account of the numberlefs Ihoals, flielves, 
and locks, cthat lay lound him. On the 9th of January 
1 579, his fliip flruck upon a rock, where Ihe was fixed from 
ei glit o'cjo ck^ u nigh ^ till four the next morning.* In this 
nc.was forced to cafe her, by unloading three tohs of 
cloves, eight pieces of cannoiit aud a great quantity of florcs 
gnd provHions. At lengih the wind chopping about to the 
»iibva^d, he hoifletTlail. and a^appy gale fpringing up at 
that lyomcnt, intircly difstjg.aged the fhip, without any con- 
fiderablc damage to her hull 

On t'cbniary 8th, he arrived at the fruitful ifland Bara- Arrives at 
Une^ or B&rateve, \\ here he cleared and repaired his (hip. the ijldud 
of Uii* ifland Purchai deferibes as handfome and Baratenc, 

V 
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well-fhaped; but (lill more agreeable for the faculties of the 
mind than for thofe of the body. They are mUd, civil, ge- 
nerous, and flri^ly honeft, hofpitable to Grangers, and af- 
fable to all. The men clothe only their heads and the middle 
of their bodies ; the women from the waiA downwards to 
the heels. They load their wrifts with eighf or ten brace- 
lets of bone or horn, each weighing about two ounces. 
Linen cloth is fcarce, but much valued by the natives, who 
make ornaments for their heads and waiAs of it. Barahm 
affords gold, filver, copper, fulphur, nutmegs, ginger, long 
pepper» lemons, cucumbers, coco, frigo, fago, and many 
other fruits, root^ and vegetables of every ^ecies. One 
fort of fruit, rcfembling a bay-berry in lize, Aiape, and hufk, 
they took notice of as peculiar to this ifland. It was hard, 
but of a pleafant taAe and delicate Aavour ; when boiled, it 
was foft, nouriAiing, and of eafy digeAion. In Aiort, in 
their whole voyage they met with no land pleafanter, richer, 
or more fruitful in all *^he neceiliiries of life, than tliis ifland 
of Baratene 


Leaving this place, Drake Acer'*! his conrfe to Java 
Major, where he met with a courtious reception from fonje 
of the kings. As we have already minutely deferibed this 
Ifland, the^ inhabitant , cuAoms, govern..4cnt, andilaws, we 
(hall here omit all thefe particulars. Oiif ’ "“nijance 
cannot avoid taking notice of ; it is the ficqifency ot \ 
venerea among the natives, and their extraordinary n.\|^^' 
of cure. This they effeft by exciting a copious fweat 
all the pores ot the body, by fitting naked for fonie hoei< ^ 
under the fcorching heat of the fun, whofe fubtlc rays, fay'; 
our author, open thofe tine paflhgcs, and give a free vent and 
emifiion to the noxious particles. While the adpiiru^^ 
here, he received advice of fome large fliips 
thor in a harbour not far diAant. As he was acquainted 
with their force, he chofc to avoid it at all hazards ^ and iheie- 
fore quitted Java with all convenient expeefltion. From 
thence he failed in one continued Aretcji to the J ff>e of CccJ 


Hope, which w.is the lirA land he fell in with lincc* h.TdeJur^ 
ture from Java. Without Abpping here he pi'occedcd to Si- 
erra Leona, on the coaA of Jfrica, where he took in woq^ 
and water. Here he faw a great numbe^f of elephant^ Uififf 
groves, and lemons; the two laA proving a feafonalde le- 
fjelhnunt. Sta)ing only two da\s heic, he fet fail on July 
the t\\eniy-fecoiid, and by the 25th got fight of the Canarict, 
where, as he was in no want of necciraries, he did jjo^Aoojj 

Ha C jCLuiT’s Voyages, vo’. i. p. 748, 
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but continued his conrfe to England^ arriving in Plymouth 
Sound on September the 26th, 1 580, after a voyage of two 
years, ten Inonths, and a few days. 

The report of his return, and his fame, werefoon fpread 
over every part of the kingdom. As this was the age when 
virtue and courage were faftiionable qualities, the great ri- 
valled each other who fliould patronize him mofl, and fiiew 
him the greateft countenance. Every man who regarded thjB 
arts, or military virtue, exprc/Ied his fenfe of our admiral’s 
merit by the moft profufe praifes, and other teftimonies of 
edeem. Epigrams, fongs, fonnets, and ppems, upon this ex- 
pedition, wdlc handed about without number. Even the la- 
dicr, paid him the tribute of their applaufe, and Drake was at 
tlie fame time the admiration of the men and the darling of 
the women. But as envy and malice are ever the attendants 
upon extraordinary and fuperior merit, fo there were not Endea^ 
wanting perlons who endeavoured to^give an invidious turn vours ufid 
to this gallant exploit, and to fet in a falfe light the condudl {0 kiajl the 
of the brave admirS His voyage round the world was no 
more than what had bee^efFeftcd by feveral Portuguefe, upon 
ifioie generous principles than thofe of fpoll and robbery.* 

They it^inuatcd, rfhat, as there wafi^no declared war Xvithf 
Spiiin^ thp nf^Jon^ight come to fuffer for his avarice. The^^ 
*j^erchai^.s m Spain enjoyed, it was faid, a perfeft fe- 
' /under the proteffion of that crown; but whether the 
^Miards would not now make reprifals, was a point very 
btful. Abilrailed from views of policy, it was ungrate- 
Tul, ungenerous, and bafe, to attack and ruin a nation in their 
diftant dominions, while Englijb fubjefls received all mtanner 
jof cpuntenance and kindnefs in the very bowels of Spain. 

'JUrefe u^oits, as is common with every fpecies of fcanda), 

^fei^ gained'ground, and prejudiced the minds of numbers 
of men ag^inft Drake', even fome of thofe who had been the 
londcft in thdr praifes upon his hrft arrival, began now to 
tall off fropa^lic warmth of their friendlhip, and 4 bon after 
>.o jiJth his enemies agaiiift him. To add tc^ his morti- 
fication, the Spanijb ambaffadof wote bitter memorials agjjinfl , 
yhis conduiSf ; aflerted the right of nations, and ufed every 
Jv ’■fyiiig art and opJJlobrious tcivn to fting the mind, leflen 
the i*b£tation, and break the fpirit of this noble commander. Vindica-- 
His mends (for fomc friends he flilJ had in fpite of malice) ^ 
found themfeb. cs wounded through his fides, and accordingly 
took the utmofl pains to vindicate his reputation, and juflify 
fij$ They alleged, that he bore her majefty’s com- 

; that he had conft.'yitly attacked his 
smies v. it\i the gcnerufity of a foldier ; that, hfrfides the 
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fiiAtlonal injuries fnftainedfrom ihe Spaniards, Drake in par-^ 
ticular had fufFered greatly )n his fortune bfy them ; th^t Eng- 
land was under infinite obligations to him, not only for lower- 
ing the pride and checking the iufolcnce of that haughty na- 
tion, but for the great addition of wealth and treafiire he had 
brought into the kingdom ; that he had extended the domi- 
nions of her majelly ,and fpread her fame and pow'cr over the 
mod dilUnt parts of the globe ; and lafily, that if S^ain had 
any intention ot making rcprlfals, by ftizing iipim ili': efiefts 
of the Engltjh merchants, the iiatijii was in a capacity to af- 
fert her own rights, and could never Want a leader both able 
and willing to avenge any iufult upon his royal idillrcfs, while 
the brave circumnavigator, the terror of and gloiy of 

England^ lived. 

In this train thin;;*; continued fome time, ivhilft lived 
In the moll irkfomc lufpcnfc, Icll, whether after all his toil, 
after all tlie dangers had undergone, and after the mofi 
eiithiifiaftic fpiiit with wdiieh he had iiilpired the nation, he 
flioiild no.v be decla.cd a pirate or a hr- ; I'here is reafon to 
believe that the queen declined, fio;.i motives of true policy, 
to difclofc her fcnliments. She probably waited to fee the 
>'cHefts this condmJl W'<'iild have on the cQ:irt of Spaj.n. She 
knew that Philip was prevented from brcgl'in't.wi^ her, or 
at leaft from meddling in her aftiiirs, in cxp<fetation\*::’’*'i>w4' 
able to draw fo great a treafurc out of her hands, l^keel 
him in this expectation, Ihe very artfully confented toN 
with fome fmall fiims to Mcmkziiy his refident in Loj{il\^ 
But at lart, w hen things Were come to a crifis, Ihc threw ofl 
the veil, openly countenanced Drake, dined on board his fiiip 
at Deptford, and conferred on him the honour of knighthoo^ 
telling him, at the fame time, that his nations \vc^ no rc^ff / 
nourable to him than his new title. On this ocealion'aTm^- 
roM/fij the jjigiyus concourfe of .ill ranks and degrees artenejed her ma- 
kni'hthiod bridge erected from the fiiore to the (hip, unable 

nponhim. tc* load.; of people upon it, broke^-’ovyn before 

her maiefiij' had well let tv)ot on boaref , yet, of iporjlWTlJhd! 
who fell into the Thnn^es, not one was hurt or drowned ; .a 
ciiciimilancc the queen was pleafed to aferibe to the gootU 
foitiinc of Sir t ranch D ak, After thri.^-’ public tcflimoDf^ 
the royal approbation, the lliatis of envy glanced* iimoft 
unheeded ; all ranks of people joining in the general ap- 
plaufc, redoubled their coiigr.irnlations. Sir Francis, upon 
this occiifion, aptly enough aiTumcd rhe motto, Tti primus 
arcunidcdifii me*, “ 'J'lioii fill: cncoinpalfciill me;' 
oiit excluding ]iis foiimi, Divino anxilh, H.iicKoSi^id 
his repueation w'as daily iiicicafing, till he camt.: to be con- 

liderci 
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fidcred as Hn oracle, both by the court and country. In ma* 
litlme af&irs *. 

Having dwelt fo long upon thcfc circumftdnces, which Th ed^ 
wc thought neccflary to fct thechaiafler of this great man 
in a clear light, it is time that vve point out the principal ad- 
vantages flowing from the happy execution of tliis noble , 

tcrprizc. It is worthy of remark, flvat this glorious voyage 
was not a mere found, fervingno other piirpofe than to 
tify the vanity of our nation. A reputation in maritime af- 
fairs is of real and foJid benefit to a commercial people. 

Numbers qj* grants and favours aie okrained merely upon 
the fenfe that forcignei s have of their power and abilities. 

"lihc Dutch wcie fo lenfiblc of this, when they fiifl cflablifliccl 
fettlcments in the r.dji ItiJics^ that they rcpoitcd the molt 
ridiculous and vain-gloiioiis fictions of the great power, 
weight, and charaffer, of thcii lep'il'llc. In the celebrated 
collcftion of VO) ages on account of wlic Ilaji India company 
in Holland^ Olhu p AV ^/ 1 U akvays mentioned w'ith parti- 
cular honour, alihou'^fj hk. vo)age round the w'otld wms at- 
tended with no extraoulinary dilcuverus. Ihit the Dutch 
eftcemed it*i matter of impoiMnee to their reputation, and/ 

^ of conft|incncc to*their intcicfl, that .%marincrof their counA« 

, try flif^J*' ‘ •^'«ne what had been eftefted by a M.igel/an, % 
and a Cand/Jh. 

‘J Francis Drake would feem, on his firfl fetting out, to 
I V'T’e had the honour of his country no Ic'fs in \iew than his 
'^*?vn reputation. He provided cveiy thing which might dazr.Ic 
the eyes of foreigners, lb ike their imaginations, and imprefs 
high notions and an admiration of the toiirtry fr )m v'hencc 

• theSf'jui.aJs thcmlelvcs l..id bien. Here, 

under the degree of north btitude, beyond w'hich we 
Know nothing at this day, he extended the fame of the/wuf- 
lyb name, tie power of their arms, and left the natives 
oinallv -lumlratio’iof their gencrofit), their roflrage, and 
their pkrlevcrance. Of this jhere are abundant <cflimonies, 
fome of W'hich appeared after his death, in letteir. fent to 
' Enjrlandhy Indian rn'Inccs, all of which agitcd in beftowing 
.'i the biipK'fl encomiums, and atl.nonlcging that 

they yiad received very lefpc^table ideas of the F.n^Jifb na- 
tion from thecondiuJf of tiidr admiral, liefides, his deferip- 
tions of the con n tries wl'.cre he had been are very cxa6f. His 
•'bfuryati^s have con e fled fcveral errors of eonleqneiice in 

Se^tiu^autlioi*- ahea«ly cited; alfo St cv.*e, Camhen, and 
'JSuRcli£i , iiiid. ** 

all 
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all the charts both of South and North America, In the lat- 
ter, particularly his touching upon the north fide of Cedi- 
forma ^ to which he gave the name of Nevj Albion ^ has for 
ever put it out of the power of the Spaniards to conteft that 
country with us, fiiould ever a north-weft paflage be difeo- 
vered, which probably ‘ cannot be at a great diftance from 
this part. They muft allow us to be the firft difeoverers, 
and the firft pofic/Ibrs, which at leaft make our right to 
New Albion equal to that which they claim to any part of the 
Indies, 

It is to be lamented that Sir Francis has himfelf left 

no accounts of his voyages and difcovcrics. From the few 
letters of his which remain, it appears that he was better 
qualified to record his own exploits than any of thofe who 
have employed their pens on that fubjeff, without we except 
one Lite writer, we mepn the feiifiblc author of The Lives of 
the Ailniirals. We fiioiild then probably ^lave at large the 
rcafons tliat induced him to believe thv**ai might find a paf- 
fage back by the noi th. Certain it i^ that he Icydced out for 
Inch a pailage, and was prevented from continuing the pur- 
)/uit only by the extreme ligor and fliarpnufs of fne M’eather, 


agaiiift wliith his crew, after fo long a voy.^ot- ^ w k 
H ow it happened, th?rf 'irom“»' 


. blit jii- 


differently pioviiled. 

U) thib, no farther experiments have been made in \Iccc’ 
that early gave fo gieat hopes, is what wo eas.nor 
mine. 7 ’he Sfianiards have iheir political realor.s toi iV. 


publiffiing their dilcovciies on this coafl ; buf ccrMinly i? 
was the intcrcltof CreaS Britain io profevutc with diligeiiu: 
the hints fuggeffed by Sir Francis Drake. We OMjn[ht 
roughly to have fatisfied ouifelvcs wl’iclhei or iiot 
fuch .1 pailiige; rhemoft rational manner ol (I(»ii>?^\ huTflOs’^ 
perhanN the vcjy method he pointed out. Thtie are many 
ti:-<umftanc('s in this voyage which prove him ^'in alilc navi- 
g.]roi. Ai though, in his com ft from Cali torn:, the La- 
drones, he pnade no difeoveiits, yet his'patiige w.o 
ditioiis as to give us the highi'fi opinion of liis abi 
good-fortune. To conclude, it appears that this vo) age was 
executed with a prudence eq».a1 to the grtainefs of thcuiK 
taking ; that it was, in all its cii umftances peifiiflly \vcH.con- 
diiiled ; and that as Sir Francis Drake made the beft life of 
the grimmcring lights afforded bin by others, fo he left tq 
pofieritv fume clearer direffions, and at leaft a iioWc example 
of prudence, intrepidity, and pei feverance, .which Vve ^BMA df 


too much iidmircj. or tooclofcly follow a. 
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Here, yi Ari( 5 lnefs, we ought to clofe this account of Sir His/ur- 
Francis Drake as a circumnavigator ; but as his virtues, his ^ker ex- 
fame, and this lad exploit, may have raifed the reader’s cu-/^"^ 
riofity, we will endeavour to gratify him with a concife de- w 
tail ot his fucceediiig aflions. The war in Spain JJJjs 

out a tew years after his return, Sir*Francis was appointed”* 
gen 1 :ral by land and fe;i in an expedition to the fVeJi Imlies, 
which he executed with the fame fpirit and good-fortune as 
had before attended him. Now it was that he had an oppor- 
tunity of exerting the talents of a warrior, and drawing 
forth his courage into aeft. He took the cities of St. Jago, 
Qxrthagena^ St. Dojnlngo, and the town and fort of St. Au- 
gufline, returning with equal glory and advantage both to 
his country and himfclf. Yet the profits, tho’ conflderable, 
were far fhort of his former voyage. They amounted, all 
charges defrayed, to 60,000 /. Twt *5'cars after, that is, 

A. 1587, he had command of another fleet, with which 
entering the bay of ui (nz, and afterwards the liver of Lif- 
hon, betook, burnt, anc^ deftroyed, 10,000 tons Spanijb 
and Pirtugutjfc (hipping, which had been colleftcd together j 
to This good-fbrtui 4 he crowned by the 

'^papturc piizx* called the.S^. Philips which the writ- 

’^“../.ofc timis fay was the firft carrack ever taken and 
.A yy^ned by the Fngli/ 7 ). Again, the year following, he 
^ S. '-ippointcd by her majelly’s commiffion vice-admiral of the 
f’ent out againfl the formidable amrtf/Iri, In this fervice 
lie e\cn performed v/onders, having taken in the beginning of 
^the battle two large men of war, the one commanded by the 
\C'^>anyh v^cc-adniiral Oqunrdos in perfon ; the other by Don 
f •K'*. ' y,'2, who, after a gallant rcfiftance, ftruck rather 
^jlb' the rcptitarlon than the power of Drake. When he fiir- 
rciidcred to Jiim his fword, he made the EngUJb admiral this 
compliment, that he had determined to die fightings if he had 
not i'A the han^is of a man, vihofe felkity aittl valour 

. ^jrep r, that Mays and Neptune feemed to weit upon all 
his niterprizes. Sir Francis requited thefe Spanijh flourifhes 
^ V folld acts ot kindnefs. ffe paid Don Pedro the utmoft 
' i<;ij on account oP his brave tftfcncc; fet him at his own 
tabic, \)dgcd him in his own cabin, and made him almofl 
forget that he was his prifoncr. The Englijh Teamen were 
well recoin penfed for their bravery, (haring among them a 
^-^oty, of ^ ^00 ducats in gold, which they found in Don Pc- 
drois I Drake* pcr(ovmcd other extraordinary feats of 
coi* age^^ul conflnft in this affion, and pasticularly diflin- 
guillicd'himfclf by advifing the nfe of fire-(hips. ^omc hi- 

C c 4 ftorians 
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Aorians aAirm that he even invented thfm ; bii.t this is what 
we will not take upon us to alfert. 

In the year 1 589 he was fent with a' ftrong fleet to Por- 
iugalf to rcAore Don Antonio to his kingdom. Here indeed 
he had a joint command, to t^hlch circumftance the admirers 
of this great man afciibc its ending unfortunately ; as if 
Drake's good fortune ^ould be lhared with no other. How- 
ever, although the chief intention failed, yet the Spaniards 
fulTered great lodes, the compliment of ^ invafion was re- 
turned, and they utterly deprived of the power to attempt 
another defeent upon England. Thus we may reckon, that 
Francis Df/zA^'faved the nation from no Icfs than three 
Spanijb inval'ions. Aftci this, we find but one more expe- 
dition he ever undertook, and this was a conjoint one. On 
this occafion he performed very gallant exploits in the Wejl 
Indies \ but, aiming at fomething higher, and his ufnal good 
fortune not attending his endeavours, the difappointment 
Ills death broke his heart, and'he died the maityr of a well diredled 
andcha» ambition, a public fpirit, and fublimo/jeas of national and 
raStr, perfonal glory. In the harbour/bf Porto Delh, January 
4 t 8 th, 1595, his body was put into a leaden coffin, and com- 
mitted to the fea, under a general difeharge of th,c cannon 
from the whole and, of what was flill mo; j glorioui^ 
the tears of all the fcamcn. To rnnrldtftir . 

Francis Drake, to ufe the words of his bell hiftoi ian, 

** a perfon of low flatiire, but extremely well maw,^„ 

** complexion frclh and fair, his eyes large and live!}** 

** hair of a light-brov/n, and his countenance open 
“ chearful. He was naturally eloquent, exprefling grace- 
“ fully what he conceived clearly ; very knowing, not 01^ 
** in his own profelfion, but in all the fcicnces 
“ it ; fo that he was able to difeharge every 
“ even that of a furgeon. He was juft to his owners, kiiiu 
“ to his feamen, ' loyal to his fovereign, and remarkably 
“ mert^ful to his enemies. His many gloiuCjS^ exploits jiif- 
** tify his title to extenfiv^ fame, wliK^h, when 
“ that hb died at 55, will convince us, that he lllcwed thS* 
“ utmoft ardonr in the pilrfuit of glory A chaiacfcr 
drawn by the warm pcncil.of Imaglnav;an, but foundcdj||i(:f 
facts, and, if at all varying from the truth, rathei*';if!iequal 
than fupL.“ior to the merit of the ptrfon deferibed. 

To this may be added, what we think the greateft praife 
of Sir Francis Drake, that he firft raifed the fpirit of naval 
enterprifes, and drew forth the latent g;enius oi' 

Harris’s Voy. T. i. 1 . i. c. 1/ 
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nation for maritime Affairs. The hopes of rivalling his fame 
excited the youth of all ranks to try their fortunes at fea, in 
fuch a mafiner as their abilities and quality would permit. 
Men of fortune and falhion fitted out vefiels at their own 
expence, which they manned with their dependents. Thofe 
in a lower fiation entered themfelves as inferior officers, ei- 
ther in thofe private Ihips, or in her majefty’s fleet. To 
fuc 4 i a pitch was this fpirit carried, that, before the end of 
the reign of Elizahcth, there were numbers of young fellows 
of eighteen years of age in the kingdom, capable of navi- 
gating a fliip to almoft any part of the known world. Such 
is the accouAt of honefl; Stowe, whofe Induflry was never 
furpaflcd, or integrity called in queflion. So .alarmed were 
the Spaniards at the /kill and condiiff of Drake, as well as 
the fpirit he had diffufed through the nation, that Ihidt 
orders were ifl'ucd that no draughts fliould be made, no 
journals pubUnicd, or even written, ^of their difeoveries in 
America^, But aH their precautions were in vain ; x\\eEng- 
lijb now became piaintcd with their own ftrength, their 
natural talent and genu^s ; nor could all the arts, firft of 
Spain, then of' JicllanJ, and laflly of France, prevent their ^ 
4‘ifing to th^r prejpnt high and gbrous pitch of maritime 
•power. \ 

• v u.. Y ' * * *» Stowe, ybi fupra. 

SECT. IX. 

^“Vjillp II. fends a fquadron to Streiglits of Magel- 
lan, under Pedro Sarmienco, who fortifies them ; Sir 
Tho. Candifh’j voyage round the globe \ his birth ; 
‘K^f^oCu^^es a commijfion ; engages the Spanilh fleet ; 
it/ rives '•c.t the Streights of Magellan ; miferable end 
of the fettlement there \ Candilh enters the 

South ; vifits Moro Moreno ifland ; burns Paita ; 
tdunde- 'and defie^oys Puna ; takes the St. A*nn Aca- 
puldo ; loJesKthe Coijtenc ; has an interview with 
the cafiques of Cabul ; his Utter to Lord Hunfdon ; 

, Refietiions on his voyage and cbaraFler 5 his death. 




the Second, of Spain, was fo alarmed with the 
cafy and fncccfsfiil paflhgc of Drake into the South Sea, 
through tlic Streights of Magellan, that he immediately fent 
a fquadrod to make a thorough difeovery of that paflage, 
aau j^i^jpolTible, » block it up, to the utter cxclufion of 
:\\\ ot!i / iiv'tionA Pedro Samuento, the baft feaman in the Sarmiento 
Spanijb kvvXfx, w.ts chofen to execute this impoYbnt com-/flr/i/«/^# 
^ 3 iniffion ; Streights 
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mifHon ; who, (ailing from Lima^ actually palled from the 
North to the South Seas ; and, on his arrival in Spain^ gave 
his MajcHy the ftrongeft alTurances, that the Magellanic 
Streights might be fo toi tiHcd, as abfolately to prevent the 
entrance of any foreign fliipsc. The king, greatly delighted 
with this intelligence, .<fent a fquadron of 23 fail, with 3500 
troops on board, to execute this plan. Sarmiento, witli 
500, were appointed to garrifon the intended works ; and 
the whole court was tilled with the notion of Spain'^ be- 
coming abfolute maticr in the South Sea. After an unfortu- 
nate voyage of two years, the fleet arrived in*the Areights, 
built a town and fort, which they called Nombre de Jefiis, 
where they left a garrifon of 1 50 men. The great fettle- 
ment was founded fifteen leagues diAant from this, in the lati- 
tude of 53® 18', in the narroweA part of the Areights. 
It was called Cividud , del Rey Felippe^ fortified with Arong 
walls, baAions, a great number of cannon, and 400 men, 
with provi lions for eight months. TjviVas one of the be A 
contrived colonies the Spaniards hd& ever planted, but it 
failed Sarmiento fotnc time after was made grifoner, and 
feat to Lojulont after many fruitlefs atte^-npts to r^^'ieve h?4- 
3'oung colony ; the garrifon, having confmp^J^U;hcir pro-^ 
vifions, peridicd with hunger ; Sarmiento 
the whole project dropped, and the Sotilh Sens ag{ kce| 
came open to every nation that chofe to piifli the advauaq 
The Dutch, the Frank, and F.nglijh, followed the footltj 
of the great Sir f > ancis Drake, the fn A inAance of whicT! 
we have in the remarkable voyage performed by Sir Thomas 
pandijb round the globe, of which a Avort abAraft has au 
ready been given in our account of the EngUJhjf^> Jl 
Company. As this voyage was attended with #Iffiny 
able circiimAanccs, we (hall here give his ionriial at large, 
and in fiich a manner as may conduce moA to the reader’s 
fitisfaflici'i and improvement. There wc feleV.,j^d only fiieh 
parts of the voyage as related to the Enjl x 

pany ; here we fliall attend him through the whole courfe, 
remarking particularly on luch circumAanccb as we imaglno^ 
to be of the grcateA in.poikance. •• 

Thomas Candisw, or Cavendish, of TW/H^k'^car 
Ipfioich, was a gentleman of an antient family, and confi- 
dcrable fortune. His vicinity to a town at that time a mart 
of great trade, had given him an early inclination for thj^ 
fea. He was of an open, liberal, and cvf n expeftife_irtot 


* IlilLdes Navig. aux Terres 
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a profufe difpontion, fetting no value upon money, but as 
It was necefl^ry to his pleafures. Some writers affirm, that 
the decline of his fortune had firft infplred him with the no- 
tion of repairing it by an application to maritime affiiirs*. 

Others, again, are no lefs pofitive that he had a natural 
propenfity to this employment ; whichf as foou as he was of 
age, gratified by converting part of his lands into money, 
and equipping a fiiip of 1 20 tons, called the Tyger, at his 
own expence Certain it is, that with this (hip he accom- 
panied Sir Richard Grenville to P^irginia, A» 1585, and that 
he rurmounted*many dangers and difficulties in this voyage, 

* but without any profit. 

No r difeouraged with this rub of fortune, he deliberated, 

^and Coon prepared for, a greater and more hazardous enter- 
prife. In his voyage he had feen a great part of the Spant/h 
IVcJl Indies, made a number of curic^s obfervations, and 
converfed with fome intelligent perfons who had funounded 
the globe with Sir t\'^ncis Drake, Upon thefe hints he 
foamed a projeft for retrie.-<ug his fortune, gratifying his cu» 
rioiKy, and raiiing his reputation, if not equal to Drake\ 
atHeaft fetondi* to noTje but his. As foon, therefoie, as he ‘ 
•’/turned, lilt anniird himfclf diligently ti^ every meafure ne- 
grc.j/dc^ign. He either (old or mortgaged the 
revi' of his cllate, to make up a fum fufficient for 
two flout Ihips ; and fo expeditious was he, that in 
. fi.'tdr>nihs his little fqnadron was ready to put to fea. The 
j i.iigeft fhip, which he called the Difire, was burthen 140 
’ tons ; the linalJer, to which he gave the name Content, tibout 
j ^.ton§. I’o thefe he added a bark of 40 tons burthen, all 
y '-'^'plctely piovided and equipped for the voyage, 

\u i.i': of/'. e\ pence. On board he had 126 fcamen and 
offiteis, Ionic (d wliuin had ferved under Drake, but all of 
them able-bocVitJ, and men of experience. The fleet had 
flore;: tor t'vo '^Ars ; and, to prevent all difputes, q>«arrels, 
yp'* o.'.i*. either bn or after the voyage, Cai^difi aw- 

lered upon a f lir agreement with*rcjpeft to the proportion in 
w'neh all pri/o.s niould be fhared. He laid up magazines of 
joi.i. If., chaii.s uiaii^^hts, and maps, of all thofe places and 
feas he'iMipofed vilitiiig. He alfo procured a com million 
■from the queen, by the favour of Lord Hun/don, then lord fL 
of the bcd-chambcr, aiivl his pittron ». 

® W. h'loNsoN, T. ii p. 274- Camden's An- 

iials, V liACKi.eiT, P. iii. p 80^. PuRCifAS, 

V i.' B. p. 57. ( Ibid* Edam Harris, L. i, D. i. 



41 z Terra Aullralis : Or. B. 

Atl< things being thus in readinefs, he embarked at Har- 
•tuichon the loth of July 1586, and failed with the Dcjire 
for Plymouth, there to join the rcfl of his fquadron. From 
thence he proceeded on his expedition on the 21ft, and fell 
in with a fleet of eight fail in the Bay of Bifcay, one of which 
Engages a attacked the admiral. The engagement was lharp for about 
Spanilh an hour, when the cKcrny was obliged to flieer off, though 
^ gfgatly fuperior in force to the Deftre, Candijb was pic- 
vented from giving chacc by the darknefs of the night, and 
' the fear of lo/ing company with his conforts. The 5th of 

Augufi he got fight of the iflanJ of Fortiveniurut and foon 
after arrived on the coaft of Guiney. By this time the feurvy 
appeared among his men, which obliged him to fet them on 
Ihore for their recovery as foon as an opportunity offered, 
pii the 23d he fell in with Sierra Leona, where he deflroyed ‘ 
a negro town, and loft one of his men by a poifoned arrow, 
fiis boat ran four mtles np the harbour, returning with a, 
cargo of fifli and lemons. 7th he departed 

from one of the Cape de Verd iiland^f diftant 10 leagues from 
Sierra Leona, and by the ift of November got to the Bra^l 
coaft, failing between the ifland St. SebaJiianuviA the coji>ti- 
^ nent. Here he ca^ anchor, landed hit men, cri^.cd a for])^, 
and built a pinnace. He failed the the ji SlTT 

fell in with the coaft of America, in 47 Jegrees ^ ■r*"l,^tcs 
north latitude, running along a large fteep ftiorc, till * f 
under the 48111 degree. Nc-\t day he fell in with a h^P^.ir 
which he entered, calling it, after the name of his fliip,' 
Difirc. This harbour he found convenient on account of 
the ebbing and flowing of the tide, extremely commodlow^ 
for cleaning, graving, and repairing fliips. llcw twS^o^w; 
men were wounded with an arrow a 

with flint, wliich the natives difeharged at them. They ^ 
deferibed as a rude, favage, and gigantic race, the footflep 
of one of them mcifuring eighteen inchcs.C His whole dc- 
feriptidn of this country coincides# exadllyw^’' yb-ir 
gellan rolates, as fliall be more partv'ularly poii/tcd^out wlTSu 
we come to give an account of America. The editor ^ 
/ffirrw’s Voyages fays, that the namii Patagonia was glvcpniD 
this coaft by Candifh ; wffich is a miftakc, AlagelUn^S^n^ 
before given it, from the extraordinary ftaturc of /ic inha- 
bitants, who are faid to be five cubits, or levcn feet and an 
half, in height (A). 


f \) CaridiJL and Magellan, as 
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OucEMBER^he 28th he left Port Dijire^ and anchored 
near an iiland three le;igues to th<d fouthward, keeping along 
the coaft foifth-weft-by-fouth. On the 30th, in 48* 30'* 
about five leagues from land, he difeovered a rock, 'Which^ 
for the benefit of future navigators, he deferibes diftin^ly. 

Still he kept coafiing along the fhore, amidll multitudes of 
feats and fea-calves, till the 3d of January, when he fell ill 
with a white cape, from which runs a long beach about a 
league to the Southward, firetching to the mouth of the 
Streights <f Magellan, On the 6th he put into the freights Arrimetaf 
which he found five or fix leagues wide in Jbmc places, but the 
narrower in othbrs. Next day he took a Spaniard belonging Streiehta 
‘ 10 the garrifon of the Spanijb fort prifoner. From him he of AmigeU 
learnt, that, of the whole garrifon of Cividad del Key Fi7/yi/^,:lan. 
only 23 remained K 

Can DISH deferibes the mouth of the freights in 52* fouth 
latitude ; a flretch of 14 leagues to the ^arrowefl pafs ; from 
hence to Penguin Ijland 10 leagues, the courfe weft-fouth- 
wefl, and a little to thb fopth. At this illand they anchored, 
and, having killed a great '“number of penguins, faked them 
for fliip-provifioii. The 9th of January Candijb paffed fouth- 7-^^ 
fo'Wh-wefl. of 'the largeft Spanijb fettlem'»nt, which he found ab.’.»^nd of 
i/i 'a ruinoiiM^ condition, the cannon difmounted, many of tbe 
thejvbiiri')u, the iioufes deferred, and the church, with fome nilh Je//le» 
half ornaments, left to be pofTefTed by the birds and menttkere^ 
biA - ^ The garrifon, after having ftruggled with cold, 
hi|dj’*r, and every other mifery, for the fpace of two years, 

^ iivmg wholly upon fhell-filh, and being at length reduced 
^ to the miferable remnant we have mentioned, retired to 
fiT^ll fort.- Candifh relates, that they were at perpe- 
k 'i^iv^r .,'1 the neighbouring Indians, the Implacable ene- 
1 Jlf^b 'o^ the Sp,',nijb name. That, when their neceflities ob- 
■ I’lgcd them tp go in fearch of deer, the fctilement, in the 
abfcnce of the party, was prcfcntly attacked, and the party 
hunted like beaks through the mountains ; offen cut 
A I wiia Hiv) garrifon, ^nd fuffering the moft extreme hard- 
Ihips and fatigues before they dou}d return. Thus would 
il'cy die, like rotten Ihccp, with pinching cold and infupport- 
■ " •> * 

■' ** PuacjiAS, T. i. B. ii. p 59. 

the foot and the reft of the was a man of fenfe and a feho* 
body, which Tuppofed to be lar, confemicntly could not b« 
as or 6 to « then the height ignorant of this method of corn- 
may" lir tniciably '’aicertained putaoon, which however is not 
from che^ /oolftep. ' Ca%'tniijb very exaft. ' 
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aUe hunger, the Aench from their bodies fo infecting the 
liirvivors, that with one confent the fettlement was abandon* 
ed, and the foldiers rambled along the fhore, the cruel fport 
of fortune, till, happily for them, they at length became 
prifoners to the Engtijb'^. 

On the 14th Candijh made Cape Froward^ in latitude 54, 
degrees, and the foulhermoA land of the freights. After 
this he faw Elizabeth Bay^ and two leagues further s Hue 
river, in which he tcAved up the boat for three miles. The 
country, and banks of the river, were plcafant, plain, and 
open ; the inhabitants a Arong, well-made, barbarous, and 
brutifli race, who had eat up many a Spaniatd. They had 
laid a plot for feaAing upon the Englijby but were difap- * 
pointed by the vigilance of the admiral, who fainted them 
witli a brifk difeharge of harquebufles, that did great exeicu- 
tion. Leaving this river, he Acered to Bt. Jerom's Chanel^ 
two leagues further .j, Hence he failed weAward about four 
leagues, to a cape lying north of the chancl, from which to 
the mouth of the Areights the coprlif runs north-weA and 
north-weft-by weA. i'he diAai/e from this cape to the 
entrance into the South Sea is 34 leagues, fo that the whole 
Areights mcafure in .length about 90 l-aguesV ’ fis farfScr 
obfcrvable, that bofli openings into the ai^ North Seik^ 

are much in the fame latitude, 52° fotefal 

days the fleet was forced to lic-to on account 
wind and rain, which barA with fuch violence fj% 
mountains, that the) were brought into extreme danger 
were they lefs JiArell'ed with famine than by the inclemencj 
the weather, being prevented by this from ranging the coua*< 
try for fiipplies. Oue happinefs attended them, tljat 
coaAs fupplied convenient harbours on both fide^*'^ 1 
at almoA e\ery t\\o miles diAance*'. ^ 

At la a, on the 24 th of February ^ CandiJ}^ entered 
South Seuy obferting on the fouth fide of tly? opening a high 
cape, vlth a low point annexed to it, nortnV^jf which were,^- 
four or Jive iflands I ) ing about fix le:fgues from‘Vn'«4“.UlWl>Mj^^ j 
and fiirrounded with fui^c rfnd broken ground. The fii A or^ 
March he loti company with the bark, in a Aorm that ble\f^ 
.at night, lac. do'degi. and 45 lcaj»'.jcs from land. » "Alie 
b.irk had fprung a leak, and was driven far to f^in the 
moA diArclied condition; ho>^evcr, by the vigilante and" 
good conduct of the capt.iin and crew, flie joi/ied the ad- 
mit :il on the 15th, between the ifland St, Mary and the oj 

• '**' * 
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tinent. The Defire and Content ha 4 Iheltered themfelves, 
during the florin, on the lec fide of the IHand of Mocha, 
where fome of their men, going on iliore well armed, met 
with a warm reception from a body of Indians, They be* 
longed to the diftriA of franco, a country rich with gold, 
that had often tempted the avarice of the Spaniards, but to 
no effefl, as they were condantly defeated by the obAinate 
brav^y of the Indians. After this fkirmiih the admiral ran 
under the weft fide of St. Mary IJland, where he rode fecure 
at fix fathom water. It lies in 370 30' fouth latitude, and 
is well flocked with hogs, poultry, and a variety of deli* 
cious fruits. IThe inhabitants are in fucli abjeft flavery to 
t the Spaniards, that they dare not touch the mofl trifling 
produflion of their own country without leave from the 
ufurpers, thus flarving in the midfl of the moA luxurious 
plenty. The admiral, going on fhore with a party of fc- 
venty men well armed, was met and welcomed by two In- 
dians of quality, who conduced them to magazines filled 
with hogs, poultry, o.icd fifh, potatoes, and maize, or Cuiney 
wheat. This courtefy admiral returned by inviting them 
on board, where, after the wine had begun to work its cf- 
fe^s, and the^ difeovered he was not a Spaniard, they talked 
V'lth great ^Acedora ; complained of thcinfolence, cruelty, 
and aval kv; viation ; telling him, that if he crofled 

the coui. ry to Aranco, the natives would grant that to his 
ob igin ; manner wlikh they had ever denied to the arrogant 
SpC’V irds, and put him in poflclfion of the rich mines of 
country. However, their intelligence was neither ex- 
plicit, or well enough underftood, for the admiral to venture 
\ -,irh fo weak a fouc upon an enterprize fo dangerous. He 
kii.,’" -V.e fli mid have to encounter a numerous, warlike, and 
iefo« ‘e jiatii/i, whofe prejudices it would be difficult to 
' '’jAo\e, efpceially as their language was fpoke by no one on 
board. He •herefore profecuted his voyage, leaving this 
place on the iPMi, and, failing about 10 leagues that day 
nort*',;ir'' ih-caA, Iv; auchoied under Conception Mand, 
*1 nc 30th ne came into t.’ic bay ^inero, in 33® 60 ' fouth 5 
'’nd the day following a paity of’fixty men, well armed, 
T»arched eight miles up. the country. They met with large 
herds of cattle, with hoifes, dogs, harts, r.abbets, partridges, 
and othtJ fowl and game. After inarching till they were 
tired, without meeting with any cxiraorJinary adventure, 
they retired ii\good order to their fliips, without being mo- 
lefn.J by th'" -Spaniards, who, on receiving intelligence of 
their arrival, aflembled in a body of 200 horfe, but without 
■renturing, to attack them. Next day, however, while* fome 
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6 f the Englijh Were buded infilling their caflcs wJtb water, the 
Spanitirds, feizin^ the opportunity, attacked them with a 
large body of cavalry that came pouring down from the 
hills. Their fuperiority in number enabled them to kill two 
or three, and to make ah equal number of prifoners ; but 
the arrival of fifteen more feamen foon altered the fortuhq 
of the day, fnatched *thc viftqry from the Spaniards, killed 
24 upon the fpot, and obUged the reft to feek their fafety 
in a precipitate and ftiameful flight. After this exertion of 
fpirit, the Englijb watered with fecurity, fcoured the coun- 
try, and, after fanplying themfclves with every thing necef- 
fary, weighed anchor, fteering north and nortfi-north-weft 
Moro April the 5th they fell in with Moro Moreno, lying in 
Moreno 23" 30' fouth latitude, under the tropic of Capricorn, An 
llland. ifland with a paflhge into the bay at each end forms a fine 
harbour here. The admiral, landing with thirty men, was 
met by great numbers of Indians bringing wood and water 
to the Ihip on their backs. They ap a fimple, ignorant 
people, living under the greateft ^’e and fubjeftioil to the 
Spaniards, who treat them with a" favage barbarity. They 
condudled the admiral and his party to their Ivus, about two 
miles from the harj^ur. Thefc habitLtions wer^ 'compoibd 
only of a few rafters laid .acrofs, fuppo nt a^i bj i^^rked polps 
ftuck in the ground, and covered with leaves ahrj^tboTlghs 
fpread over them. The Ikins-pf wild beafts laid^on the 
ground were their beds, and their food ftinking rawfl/li. 
It is ufual, when any of them dies, to bury his efFcfts^ fc^ftlj ^ 
him, that is, his bow, arrows, and even his canoe, if hebe 
worth one. Their canoes are neatly conftrufted, bcin^* 
formed of two fkins rcfcmbling bladders, which arc blor^i 
full at one end wdth quills. A couple of ihofe bojig Joined 
after their manner with thongs made of the hides, but mefc.^ 
frequently the tendons and finews, of wild be.' (Is, and then 
put into water, puff and fwell to fuch a degr:e, that nothing 
can be' 'more light, compadV, and firm. Infkd^ boats th ey 
put to fra ill all weather, loading tSem with gTea t-^quaiifni^'t 
of filh, part of Which is. paid by way of tribute to the Spa"^ 
niards, and the remainder fuftcred to ftink for their owp^ 
ufe‘”. * 

• Hoisting fail from hence, he arrived May the*' 3d in a 
bay, at the extremity of which arc three fmall towns, Pe- 
racco, Chinen, and Pifeha, the latter ftanding in 13® 20' 
fouth latitude. Here a party landed, and to^ Tome BC0vr 
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fions out the houfes, as wine, fowls, figs, and othcf 
things. A high Tea prevented their putting to fhore at the 
laft towns, land where they could be plentifully fuppliedv 
About this time, though we are not told whether it was in 
this bay, the admiral made prize of two rich /hips laden 
with fugar, melafles, maize. Cordovan fkins, Montego de Porco^ 

Indian carts, marmalade hens, and packs of Pintadoes, &:c« 

The richefl; would have yielded 20,ooo/. at a proper mar* 
ket ; but here neither were of any farther ufe than merely 
to fupply the fquadron with what they moll; wanted. This 
done, they iet fire to the fhips, and, Peering their courfe for 
Paita, arrived in that road the 26th. I'he town lies in five 
degrees four minutes fouth latitude, containing at that time 
about 200 houfes. Here the admiral landed with fixtymen, 
had a fkirmifh with the inhabitaxts, drove them out of the 
town into the mountains, feized all the effedfs they had car- 
ried with them ; and afterwards, upon their attempting to 
refeue the town, intirely defeated them. Here the feamen 
found abundance of nouiliold furniture, fomeof it rich ; flore* 
houfes filled with all kinds of merchandize ; and twenty-five 
pounds weight of filver in pieces of eight. After having 
plundered it of wh^t they moft commodioufly could carry 
off, they 1 't fire to the town, which tiiey burnt to afhes, ^ •‘‘fa 
and with it to tne value of 6000/. in merchants goods, and 
then departed for Puna ®. tbeground^ 

On their arrival at Puna, they found in the harboift' a fhip 
ot 250 tons burthen, riding at anchor, which they funk, and 
went on ftiore. The chief of this iflaiid was by birth an In- 
dian, but married to a Spaniard, whofc religion he embraced, 
i'»bliging bis fubjcfls to follow his example. He had by the 
{I'A .ide an elegant and well-contrived palace, with fine gar- 
dens extending along the coafl, which made a grand appear- 
ance rowiu-ds the water. All the inhabitants were kept in 
perpetual drudgery, making cables, which is one of the bed 
commodities of the illand ; }ct does it abound v'ith every 
<jj life, whi«h we fhall enumerate under the article 
of South yimerica. In the gardens of the cafique, or chief, 
was found plenty of the mod delicate and luxurious fruits, 
in the utmod perfer/.on. May ;he 25th the admiral failed 
to a f. all neighbouring ifland, into which the cafique had 
conveyed all his valuable moveables. This ifland the Teamen ijlani 
plundered of what they thought proper, burnt the church, 
tfter having robbed it of its bells and oinaments. 

n PURCHAS, B ii. T. i. p. 60. Leo. Nay. Hift. p. 231. 
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were foon attacked by a party of loo Spankirds, whom, 
ahcr a (harp engagement, they defeated, with thp lofs of i :t 
Englijb killed and taken, but ol 46 Spaniards left dead on 
the Held. Next day the admiral^ landing with 70 men, was 
a fccond time attacked by 100 Spdniariis armed with mufkets 
and fwords, and 200 Indians with bows and arrows, the 
ufnal weapons of the* country. A fierce conflift enfued, 
which terminated in the intire defeat of the enemy, the fpoil- 
ing of their fields itnd orchards, the burning of four fliips on 
the fiocks, the plundering, facking, and total defiru^tion, of 
the town, which# contained between 2 and 300 hoiilcs ; 
an unneceflTary and w.inton .aft of feverity, wliich has e\er 
been the ruin of all our expeditions. The beft fettled ifland 
on all this coaft, and perhaps the molt plcafant in the Spanijb 
plantations, was totally clfaced, aiul reduced to rubbifli, only 
to gratify the huimnir of the fcanicn, without drawing a 
fingle advantage fionichc iniferable condition in which they 
left the indulhlous natives®. ^ 

' Wi: 1C niNG from hence, the fqnach'on watered at RioDolce^ 
and, on the 12th, pafTed the line, keeping a northerly courfo 
for the remainder of the month. On July thc^ifl they had 
fight of Niuva Ffl^nna, being under Hat, 10'' n^.rh, and 
f four leagues dilhiiit from the continent. ^n^ha<£b,he took 
a Ihip of 120 tons, the mofi valuable prize he had yec 
made, in which was one Mu haul Saiuius, a Marfeillinn, and 
good fcaman, whom the admiral appointed his pilot. Tly* 
man gave the fiill liint of the .Inn i Miria^ which the .'idini- 
lal afterwards t(;ok. The 26th the admiral came to an 
anchor in the- livei CpahlUy alter having taken a bark going^ 
to alarm the countiy, The fame night he rowed in the pin- 
nace with ),o men to /Igatulio, v.hich he burnt, togcTOcr 
wiih tlic ciilloin-houfc. The latter ihc-y plundered of 600 ^ 
bags of ..iiife, t'n-li bag wo’lh 40 ciowns ; 400. bags of ca- 
coa:, V. liiih iJn. ;ian\es ufc buth for nn.at and money, c\try 
bag \ allied .11 1 o cu»wns (1>}. luin.i lavs, that the town 
he dellroyad v .1; In 15 ’4 j' N. lai. aigl that he rowed back 

® Hill Jcb Nai ig. Tvrrji Aull 7 ’. i. art 16. p. aa**. 

(B) Thcf.* dcfLiiplicuii .aic foul both meat and (h^ik, at 
proofs of tlie iiinuii. live, and the fame tinu- that they pafs for 
C'lrioiis difpofitiOii ot ni«iiK'y in f.adc, 1^0 being 

n> \^^tll as of lr:i hncciity. '! ha ci;aal in valise to a»riul oi plate 
1 ;c o’* are like .liiiioiuls, bill lels ij). L''vciy-I'ody«[knows that 
p!i.a'aiit to tl:a talte , they af> fi j.a ihe:i:‘chjcolate is luadt;. 

(.') P^/duSf f.ti. UaJJu.:^ ' 1 , i,:. SsO.. 
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the fame ni^ht to jigatulio ; but he does not oblige us with 
its name. • Aitgujl the 24th, with a party of men, he went 
into the haven of Natividad^ in the latitude of 1 9 degrees, 
where the Miirfeillian pilot acquainted him he fliould meet 
with a prize ; but flie was failed before his arrival twelve 
leagues further, to filh for pearls. Here he burnt the town, 
toyk a mulatto, fent to give notice all*over the coaft of Nueva 
Oallicia of the arrival of the EngHJb ; deftroyed two Ihips, 
of 200 tons each, upon the flo^s ; after which exploit he 
returned to his fhips. The 26th he came into the bay of 
St. Jdgo, where he met with frefti watei^ filh, and a quan- 
tity of pearls. Soon after putting into the bay of Malacca, 
he fci out from thence with a party of 30 men, dcmoliflied 
an Indian town confining of 30 houfes, then retreated to 
the fleet. 

On the 8th of Sef^temlyer he came into the road of Cha^ 
talla, and next day defeated a part^Pof 40 men with San- 
lim as guide, wl. ' returned with plantancs, oranges, and 
I'jinons, after having travelled two leagues thro’ a woody, 
iTioiintainous country, without meeting with any other habi- " 
t.itioiis than^tliofe of a few poor Spaniards, Portuguefi, and 
Indians* • Two of flic former thty car. jpd off, the Spaniard 
being a t'i.pcnt'T. # On the 12th he came to the illand of 
St. Andrrw, where he met with great lloi e of fowls, feals, 
and a kind of lizard called Jqnano, which proved cxccllcni 
food. Hence he vverit to the road of M.^fjatlan, under the 
tropic of Cauevt. There is a large river luiiuiug into the 
bay, which abounds with a variety of frclli water lifl'.. On 
thccoaft they found fomegood fruit. In a little illand two 
leagues diflant they found fome excellent fpiing water, upon 
digging about two feet in the fand, although it afl’oided not 
the leaft profpcfl of a relief fo feafonahle. 7 'he 14th of 
Otlobcr he K.*ll in with Cape Lticar, on the weft fide of Ca't- 
fornia. Within this is a laige and commodious l\w, called 
by tho Spaniaids Aquada Scg'ara. flcre lie w.itcrcd, and 
remained till the 4th ef Novcn^bi'r^ being deraintnWjy a wclt- 
crly wind, and dcflrous of v/atchhig the Ampuiio Ihip. TJiis 'Tahs the ^ 
• day, as he was be'^'ing up and down on the hcadlaad of" ‘‘'r Ann, « 
California, one of his men from the tops dcfciied a fail, ^tch Aca- 
which oeing lignilied to the ciews of both Ihips, all things 
Were joyfully prepaied for atJfion. 'They bore up with the 
fhip, which they found to be the St. Ann, of which San- 
cius had g^**en intelligence, of 700 tons but then. He imme- 
diately ran along* fule, and foir.e of the men Ijoaided her; 
but wepe fo waiiilly received, and lioll> piMfeJ, that they 
retreated with the lolo of four men. Catidiji, unwilling to 
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lofe fuch a prize for one rebuff, renewed the attack with re* 
doubled vigour, firft pouring in his great and fmall fhot till 
he cleared the deck, and then intending to board her ; but 
a lucky fliot between wind and water rendered this unnecef* 
fary. The enemy was forced either to fink or furrender ; 
the latter of which being their choice, a white flag was 
hoiflcd, and the Spanijh colours Aruck. This prize re- 
warded all the toil of CanJtJh, having found in her 122600 
pezocs of gold, an immenfc quantity of rich filks, fattins, 
damafles, mufk, with various kinds of other valuable mer- 
chandize, and all manner of provifions, as acceptable to the 
Englijh at that time as any part of the caigo. He put the 
Spaniards to the number of 150 on fliorc, chuflng a fruitful 
fpot for them to live in, and fupplying them plentifully with 
wine and provifions, the fails of their fhip to build huts 
with, and every thing elfe in his power to compenfatc the 
ncccffity he was linden of taking away their fliip. 

Afti-r this glorious acquifition of j^onour and wealth, 
the ungrateful biifinefs of diftribution involved the admiral 
in difficulties from which nothing but his generofity and co;i- 
tempt of money could cxtiicate him. Forgetful of the com- 
pafl entered upon a^their firft fetting oW, cpiarrebs^and con- 
tentions, even to mutiny, arofe in both^iips, clfecially on 
board the Content, All, however, w'as coinpromifed and 
fettled by the candour and liberality of Cutuhjbf who made 
up all dclicieiicits out of his own propoi lion. Of the Spd~ 
mjh crew he retained two japanefe boys, a Portiigucfc who 
had been in China and JapaUy and a Spanijh pilot, pcrfe^fly 
Ikillcd in all the p.uts between Acapulco and Nitcva Efpanna,^ 
thinking they might prove ufcful in his voyage. After giv- 
ing a fum of money to the Spani/b captain, arms and am- 
munition to defend hiniicH agaiirfl: the Indlins^ he fet fire to 
the galleon, deflro) ing above 500 tons of rich merchandize 
with her, which he was unable to carry off. This great 
biilincfs "ended, he determined to Acer for E'sgland. Soon 
after he Wicighed fiom Puerto Segurtthe had liie misfoituiic 
to lofe tin Content, and, in her, the vice-admiral, who had 
AaiJ behind in port after the Dijlrc was under fail. He, 
every hour expciAcd Ihc vfould again J()i’i him ; h^ lay by, 
llackencd tail, and took every precautl<ui to meet wjfh her, 
but all to no purpofc In 45 days lie lan from Puerto Sc~ 
gut a to the Ladfones, a ftrctch of 1 5 ?oo leagues. On Ja^ 
mmry the 3'! he had fight of the illand of Cttn^, l!f:re he 
W .13 iuet by 60 canoes Jilied with favagCA, ^and loaded with 
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cocos, p]ant2nes, potatoes, and frcfli fifli, which they bar- 
tered for of old iron, and other things of equal value. 

After the traibck was ended, and the goods delivered on 
both Ades, they crouded fo clofe to the Aiip, that two or 
three canoes were broke in pieces, though none of the crews 
drowned. They Aill continued round the Aiip ; nor would 
tli^ part company till the admiral dfdered the harquebufes 
to be difeharged, being apprehenAve of their h.iving fome 
defign upon the Aiip. NotwithAanding they Were large Ait 
men, fo expert and adfive were they in diving, that the 
journaliA qu^Aions whether any of tliciQ were hurt by the 
Aiot. It was amazing with what agility they leapt into the 
water, and returned to their canoes .as fooii as they appre-' 
bended the danger was over. Their canoes were neatly 
made, conAdering they were not wrought with iron tools. 

They were feven or eight yards in length, and half a yard 
broad, their heads and Aerns Aiapcd in the Aune AiAiion. The 
Aarboard Ade wa‘\ made of rafts and reeds ; their inaAs of 
bamboo or cane, and their fails of ledge, under which tlicy Hy 
either before or againA the wind with incredible velocity ». , 

Tni: 14^1 he got fight of the Cape dc Spirito SaniOf or His inters 
headlaticlof t\\Q PMHppines, diAant from Ouam no leagues. 

The Aiirut day he |:ntercd the Areights^ between the illands 
Luan and Cambaia. The next day he anchored in a bay in ^ 

the idand of where a canoe, with one of the cafii.]ucs, ^ ^ * 
or chiefs, rowed along-Ade of thefhip. The Enghjb pafling 
ihcmfelves iox Spaniards tiaJedwith the iiati\es for roots 
and liiiits. 7’hey were all naked, and the c.iliqiie’s Ikiii 
painted over with fome inonAroiis Hgiucs. He came on 
board the ihip, and- difpatched one of his attendants lo-in- 
"itc his lix collegues to vifit the admit al. They fbon ar- 
rived, and with them a large train of hogs, fowls, and a 
whole manket of cckos and potatoes. Here the Spani/h pilot 
taken out of the .SV. .Vwit'uas hanged, lot a plot he had con- 
trived ro betray the Aiip. As Candijh lay olf thit illand (or 
nine days, he was urnifliel with many opportunities of 
making his leirtarks upon tn'e ®iJtnners am! cuitoms (4 the 
natives. 'J'heir leligiou is the gtoffeA idolatry and paganinn. 

7!tcyr,go naked, Jxcent a giifle vvith a i'nall apron round 
the \,Miitj and ate of a tawny olive complexion. 7'heiire 
of cirenmei/ion is alnioA uiiiverfal amotig tliem ; befidcs 
which the males undergo another operation hardl) piaftifed 
any-wher^ cHe but in Pepn. They pci lot ate the glans of the 
penis with a Aq^ol tin Ijdit in the lower cud, and livcited, 

• • 
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which they take out occafionally. This cuflomhad its rife, 
’tis faid, from an order of the magidrates, in order to pi e-- 
vent the frequency of a certain unnatural crime, to which the 
men of the iflaad were greatly addifted. Juft before his de- 
parture the admiral fummoned all the cafiques, with loo of 
the ihk't inhabitants, to appear before him. He diftovered 
himfelt, told them tha£ both he and his men were Engli/b, 
and implacable enemies to the Spaniards, gave tlicm in mo- 
ney the full value ot the tribute they had paid to him as a 
Spani/h admiral ; and no lefs furprifed them by the difeovery 
than wirli his geneuf^us treatment. They admired his coii- 
duft and liberality fo much, that they offered to aflift him 
with all their forces not only againft but agaiiift all the 
powers on earth; after whkh the> took their leave, and the 
admiral weighed anchor 

Ov June the 24th, he ran along the coaft of Manila, 
llociing betw'ccn that i£and and the ifland of Mafhat. They 
obier\cd tJiat the kept a ftrift xtj^^tch, by great fires 

on the hills, and the difeharge of minute-guns for the whole 
night. The 29th, they paffed the ftreights between Prtw/iWf* 
and Neg^o iftnnd. On the former of thefe the adi»'.iral landed 
a Spanijh piifoner, wi^ a meflage to the ettptain of a'lhip ly- 
, ing in the road. It imported a piece of^ advice tf the faid 
captJiin, to proviilc a fufficient quantity of gold againft the 
admiral returned that way; and that he would now have 
weighed his Spanijh gold inEnghJb fcalcs, but for want of a’ 
pinnace J.irgc enough to land his men. Alter this brav.iJo, 
he ftiercd for the illand Ha't'ichino, in one degree north lati- 
tude, continuing his courfc to Java Mayir, where he ftaid 
fomc da) s, Here lie wooded and watered, ilic natives llicwing 
him great civilities. They came w ith ten canoes dccp-loadcd 
with liogs, fowls, eggs, fugar, cocos, and oiJicr kinds of fruit. 
Some Portvgurfr, who came on board to inquire eafler their 
king Don /hiUnio^ gave the admiral a very explicit and di- 
ftimft accikintof the mannci ;, cuftoras, laws, and government 
of the naiiKcf.. 'riicir king, .at this tiilic, wMs a man much 
refpc»!‘l-t J, and who had acquired a dominion more abridiire 
than any of Ills piedeccfibrs. His power cxtcndcil fo far 
over the hbeity and piopcrt*)- of his fiibjecls, that tl^e moft 
common bargain could not be concluded without leavg from 
him, or fume of his officers. He had an bundled wives, 
and his fon fifty. The fate of tfiefe, after tlie king dies, is 
very particular and extraordinary. Five days aft^- the royal 
body is burnt, and the aflies laid in an uvn, the dowagecs 
, # 
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ailemble in an apj^inted place. The lady moft favoured by 
the kir^ io his life-time throws a ball, the fpot where it 
reds being the place of the future tragedy. The women one 
by one go to the fpot with drawn daggers in their hands, 
with which they dab themfclves mortally, befmearing their 
bodies with the blood till they drop down dead ; a barbarous 
iacrifice peculiar to this country, and^s favnge as extraordi- 
nary. The men in general are a bold, hardy, refoliite peo- 
ple, that dick at no orders of their king, of whatever na- 
ture. Should he order them to plunge a dagger in their 
breads, Icap^off a precipice, or perforin ^iiy otlicr the mod 
defperate and unnatural a£l, they obey without rclui*.- 
taiicc, glorying in the faciificc they make to duty and loy- 
altyc. . 

HaviniC gratified his curioiJty with rtfpeft to the 

admiral deered directly for the Ci/r of Good Hope^ fpending 
the remainder of the month oi Ahiuim travelling the vad 
ocean between Jrva and the continent of Afrku, and mak- 
ing obfervatioiis on the appeniances of the liars, the wea- 
ker, the winds, and tides, the heating and polition of, 
lands, and other matters equally entertaining and ndfnl. On 
the 1 6th of arrived at the Cape of Good Hof i'\ tJie 

yth of y..02^rhe m;ide 67 . Helaia-, the i’oih of eJnguJi he had 
light of the illaiid o{ Fhrrs^ and ariived al Plymouth^ 
after a terrible dorm, on the ytli of SejHtnibcr. We arc told, 
that he made his entry into Plymouth haihoiir under lilken 
fails, difpl.iying hi.>. good fortune in the mod magnilicenr and 
odentatious manner. ’Tis probable that the lofs of f.iils he 
fudained in the latedoim obliged him to make ufe of a lilk 
grafs, a beau ti fill and Ihining mamil.nJtnre, which the com- 
mon people might midakc lor genuine lilk. Ke lhai as it 
will, his vsinity, if it was fo, he fijpportcd fairly at his own 
ex pence. •None of thofe who cmhaikcd w'ith him had the 
fm.illcd caufe of eomplainr ; on the contrary, the jud, ii.iy 
generous, dilhibution of thepiizcs he had made, gained him 
little lefs reputation than the fame of his voyage gnd the cir- 
cumnavigation of the globe.* , 

Nor was his gratiiiule iiilcrior to his other qualities ; for, 
on tljp day of his*arriv.il, he (t'Kiie to his patron the Lord 
Hiipfikiiy the queen’s near relation, in terms fo warm and 
obliging, in a llyle fo uncommon and concife, and in a man- 
ner fo cxprclfivc of his character, that wc doubt not but 
till; lettcr^ill be tlionght dc-lcrviiig of the reader’s ptriifaj. 

^ * Hill dcb Navig. abi fu^j* 
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** Right honourable* 

** AS your favours heretofore have been mofl; greatly ex- 
** tended towards me, fo I humbly defire the continu- 
** ance thereof ; and though there be no means in me to de- 
ferve the fame, yet the uttermoft of my fervices lhall not 
** be wanting, wheafoever it (hall pleafe your honour to dif- 
pole thereof. I am hfimbly to requeft your honour to mgke 
** known to her majefiy the defire I have had to do her ma- 
jcfiy fcrvice in the performance of this voyage ; and as it 
“ hath pleafed Cod to give her viftory over a pa^t of herene- 
** mies, ib I trufi ere long to fee her overthrew them all : 

For the places oF their wealth, whereby they have main- 
“ tained and made their wars, arc now perfeflly difeovered ; 
** and if it pleafe her majefiy, with a very finJl power Ihc 
“ may take the fpoil of them. It hath pleafed the Almighty 
“ to permit me to circumnavigate the whole globe of the 
world, entering in ct the Streights of Magellan^ and re- 
turning by the Citf>c of Buena EJ^ranz^\ in which voyage 
“ I have either difeovered or brought certain intelligence of 
“ all the rich places of the world that ever were known oe 
** difeovered by any Chrifiian. I navigated alon^ the coafis 
•* of Cbilif Peru, an^ Nueva Efpanna, ^^llerc I mpde great 
♦* fpoils, funk, burnt, and deftroyed, i q,fail of ftilps, fmall 
** and great. All the villages and towns that I ever landed 
at, I burnt and fpoiled ; and had 1 not been difeovered up< 
on the coafi, I had taken great quantity of treafure. The 
“ matter of moft profit to me was a great fliip of the king’s, 
which I tookatCli/iTornw ; which Ihip came from thcFAz- 
“ lippineSy being one of the riqhefi for merchandize that ever 
palled through thofe feas, as the king's regifier, accounts, 
and merchants, did fiicw; for it did amount in value to — . 
“ in Mexico, to be fold ; which goods, for that my Ihips 
were not able to contain the leaft part of them,^*! was en- 
forced tofetonfire. Y iomxht Cape of California, being 
** the uppermofi part of all Nueva Efpnnna, I navigated to 
the iflands of the Philippines,^ hard upl^n the coafi of China, 
** of which country I have brought fiich intelligence as hath 
** not been heard of in thefe parts ; the ftatelinefs and riches 
** of which country I fear to'make report of, lefi I fiioyld not 
** be credited. For if I had not known fufiiciently the in- 
f* comparable wealth of that country, 1 fiiould have been as 
f* incredulous thereof as others will be that have not had thq 
li!-e experience. I failed along the iflands of ttc Moluc- 
cas, where, among fome of the heathen people, Iwaswelh 
ft entreatid, \vhe'.eour countrymen may m'de as freely as 
the Pcf.ivgueje, if they will thcmfelves. From thcHcc I 
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<< palled by the Cape ef Buena SJperanza, and found out by 
** the way homeward the hland of St. Helena^ where the 
** Pertugals ufed to relieve thetnielves ; and from that ifland 
<* God hath fullered me to return to England. All which 
•* fervices, with myfelf, I humbly prollrate at her majefty’s 
‘*ifeet, deliring the Almighty long to continue her reign 
** apiong us ; for, at this day, Ihe is the moA famous and 
'* vifforious princcfs that liveth in the world. Thus hum- 
** bly defiring pardon for my tedioufnefs, I leave your lord- 
“ fliip to theiuition of the Almighty 

Plymouth^ this 9th of * 

. September, 1578. Your honour's moft humble 

to command, 

Thornas CavendiJJj. 

Such was the harmony in thefe golden days between the 
fovereign and the fubje^. The one ojfered his all, and the 
other accepted no more than the abfolute exigences of the 
Hate i*equircd. 

This voyage muft by the curious be eHeemed of great Bejle&iona 
value, on accbuni of the accurate fearch and nice delcrip- "1^®" 
tion Candljb has giver? of the Streights of Magellan. His ex 
aft account .of the Philippines was, in thofe times, of great 
importance; but, above all, his map and deferiptions of 
China, which wei:e much the beft then known, and till the 
Dutch had made Tome conliderable progrefs in this trade. 

The bcH judges, therefore, of this and other nations have be- 
ftowed the higheH praifes upon this gentleman, who Ihewed, 
through the whole voyage, the prudence and courage of a 
great officer, with the abilities and diligence of an able Tea- 
man. The Tiicccfs of this expedition muH confiderably have 
.enlarged his fortune; but we are no-where told the amount. 

Hackluit fays* it was fulficient to have purchafed a fair earl- 
dom ® ; a general expreflion from which no particuh^r infe- 
rence can be drawn. Whatever the Turn was, certain it is, 
that his liberality and generous dlfpolition rcndcrcd^it nccef- 
fary for him, in a few years, to meditate another expedition, 
fcHe maintained, at a princely expentje, all thofe perfons whofp 
experience could by any means improve his knowlcge of ma- 
ritime afSiirs; a public fpirit greatly to be admired, and 
worthy of imitation, if not carried beyond the limits of pru- 
dence and oeconomy, necedliry to keep a man eafy in himfclf, 
and laftingly^uifcful to his country. Hence it would feem, 
that be looked upon bis voyage round the world only as an 

. ^ • I 

^ PuRCHAs, T. i. Part ii. p. yo, 71. * Idem ibid. 
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introdui^lon to future attempts. In this light, Ivhat to many 
appeared to be profunon and extravagance, owing to a vain 
and ollcntatiuus difpontion, was really done by him with a 
view of laying the foundation of a more cxtenfivc fortune, 
ill a way glorious to himfelf and ufeful to his country. By 
his will it appears that he died without debt, and pofreflcd 
very conlidcrable cfleAs, after all the expcnces he had Ijeen 
ut, and the lofTes he fullained in his fecond attempt to pafs 
into the Son^J^ Seas. 

Tin- fhips fitted out for this voyage were the Lcicrflcr, 
Roi'bmk, Dt'firi\ Dainty^ and Rlnck Ptnnaie^ ,all, as in the 
foiiner expedirioii, equipped at hir. own expcncc. With this 
Iqnadron he failed from Plym'tuih on the 6th day of ylugvjf, 
, 1 . 1591, falling in with the coall of November. 
lleie he look the town of Snntos, .and burnt tha\ of St, f^tn- 
cent. From hence he continued his voyage to the freights 
oi Magellan t cncounhned by nothing but ftorms, difappoint- 
ments, and misfortunes ; various accounts of which arc 
gi’.en. 'fhe moll copious detail is hy himfelf, addrefleJ to 
bir Thnus Cerges^ foie executor of his lafl will, Flere^he 
attributes his mifcuriiagc to the defertion af;d villainy of 
Davts'^ he compljjfis of difienfions, qftaricls, andibutinies; 
of the foiilh-wcll winds and wdnter-llojims, by w'hich he was 
diivcn from Ihorc to fliore, with fneh (now and froll as he 
never before faw or felt. For thefc reafoiis he was obliged 
Ills death, to return to the Jirajilsf where he fickened and died of grief. 

Thus ended the expedition and life of Sir Thomas Cavemlijh 
(for he w'as knighted after his return from his voyage round 
the world), which gruitly affected maritime knowlegc and 
the intcreft of feameii in general; many of whom were turned, 
abroad in the world, and obliged, for bread, to offer their fer- 
viccs to forcigncis. After what has been fiiid, it would be, 
unncceflary to fum up the charadfer of this gremman, which 
was chequered with noble virtues and fplendid vices ; whole 
faults, *at the fiimc time that they impaired his fortune, and 
impcacted his prudence, rajfed his leputation, were ufeful to 
merit, to feicnce, and to his Country. 
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^he veyage round the world of Oliver Van Noort ; 
the rife and intention of it ; bis arrival at the Bra- 
lijs after many previous misfortiihes ; his dijlreffes in 
the Streights of Magellan *, bis entrance into the Pa- 
cific Ocean •, the Juccefs of his cruifes on the coafts 
of Chili /?«^/Peru; bis arrival at the Ladrones, 
Philippines, and his Jharp engagement with the Spa- 
niards off Manila *, his arrival at Borneo, at the 
Cape of Qood Plope, St. Helena, and lafily in 
Plolland/ 

H E low condition to which the Hollanders were reduced Oliver 
by their long and \igorous ftrugglcs for liberty with 
Plfi/ip II. ot Sp,iui^ gave them thefirft notion of efiablifliing ' 
a cjmmercc with the Haft and Indies. The late 
celfes of the A’«^''//?'againll the plantations andfliip-^.p”yy ^ 

ping, tlidir own rejA-uted difappointmeijis in Icarch of a 
north-wdi .palfagc, r^iid probably the ambition of livalling , 
their neighbours in tlie fame of circumnavigating the globe, 
were the motives w hidi occafioned this expedition of Van 
Noort. The defign w.i-:; originally fet on foot by fome emi- 
nent merchants in the Low Countries ; and the fuccefs, they 
were fcnfiblc, depended in a great mcafiirc on the choice of 
an able, \igil.mt, and biavc general ; for by that appellation 
the, Dutih diflinguifhed in thofe days the commanders in 
chief, either by land or fea. No man more likely to anfwer 
their piirpofts could be tliought of than Oliver Van Noort, 
then in the flower of his age, of an cftabliflied charad’cr, 
great maritime abilities, and a lliong pailion for glory. The 
I'chemc was accordingly communicated to him, and 110 em- 
braced it with a readinefs that gave happy omens of*fncccfs. 

The iiccxirary mcidnres being concertcti, and the terms fet- 
tjed, the adventurers proceeded to build two flout fliips, .and 
to appoinr oflicers eveay w.iy qualified for fo important and 
Ixazarduu^s a voyage. Thcfc veflels were c.alled the Maurice 
and the Henry FnderiJi, which were to be attended by two 
yachts, the Concordia and ihe/fo/c; the whole manned with 
248 able-boiVtcd fcamcn, well provided with arms, am- 
munition, raaral floits, provifions, and every thing necef- 
fary to nial.c ilie expedition feciire, fuccersful,'and cafy. All 
imaginable ^aic taken to put the oflicers in a cdiklition 

to 
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^ht lafi to fflaiotaSn their authority ; a precaution ever Tmce attended 
precautions to by the Dutch, and the want of which has been fatal to the 
of the pro~ cntcrprizes of almoft all other nations. 

The fquadron being completely manned, and all things 
the out ho- fci^dincls , to enter upon their voyage, the proprietors pre- 
rity o/the fc^tcd a petition to, the board of admiralty Rotterdam, 
admiral, which thc parties concerned were fummoned before the 

and pie- board; the regulations for their government read to them, 
njcnt mu- and every man fworn to their Itrift obfervancc. Thcfe rules 
tiny on had been drawn up by the company, revifed and approved 
hoard. Jjy t|jc Hadtholdc^’, and afterwards perufed by- thc admiralty. 

This circumAance deferves notice, as it fliews the early atten- 
tion paid by that wife republic to thc commerce of her fub- 
jefts, by putting a check upon thofe who mig^'t attempt to 
abufe their authority. The laws even of private traders be- 
came thc laws of the ftate ; by receiving thc public finftion 
they became of equal force with thofe of thc country ; and 
they faffered thc fame penalties who were hardy cnougli to 
break through them. MelH/b, thc favourite and rompardoii 
of Candijh in all his voyages, who had offered his fervid to 
thc Dutch Eiijl India company, then iiji its inflfncy. was ap- 
pointed pilot to r'lis voyage, and heartily engaged in the 
caufc by a reward equal to his mciit, rnd thc nature of thc 
fcrvicc. On the September, A. 1598, the little fqua- 

dron failed out of Gorce harbour, and pi" food their voyage 
to Plymouth, where MeWJb came on board. Thc 21ft, /"ii/z 
No'.rt fet out from Plymouth, the uind blowing a ficfh gale 
at north-call. Next day he obferved that the fhallop, with 
thc men belonging to his vice-admiral, had been left behind. 
He was deliberating whctlier he fliould not return for tlu’m, 
when he was haled by an Englijh privateer, who told him 
that they had wilfully run away, and his returning would bc- 
to little purpofe, as they were probably concealed. This 
laifcd ,foine doubts and jealoufies on board concerning thc 
capacit]^ and vigilance of thc vice-admiral, which were foon 
incicafeJ by his lofing this Aiallop which he had in tow, with 
a man in her. Now his‘'carelcflrncfs was k iidly taxed by the 
thefeamen, who promifed themfelves.''*nt little fiicccfs unJ«r« 
an officer, who, at the fiift fetting out, had given* '’uch mani- 
feft proofs of fiipinenefs and indolence. Van Noot t, however, 
by his authority rcAored thc feamen to their former humour, 
and fccretly enjoined the vice-admiral to be more upon his 
guard ; affuring him that vigilance w.i.s a cl'.*jf quality in a 
commander. On the 4th of Odlober^hc^ met at fca with a 
finall Jl :et of EnglUh, French, and Dutch, from whom he had 
aJiitcof the tcriiblc plague on the coal*^ of Barbary, which 
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fwept away above 250,000 people in a Ihort fpace of 
time ; a cir<^umflance which determined him not to touch 
upoa that Ihore. December the 4th, he made Cape Palma m 
30 30' north latitude, and, on the loth, had fight of Prince's 
JJlandf lying in 1** north latitude. Plaving Tent his boats 
before to make difcoverics and foundings, he entered the bay 
with a flag of truce, and met a negro tanoe, with the fame 
pacific emblem. His demand for provifions was granted 
upon fair and amicable terms ; but, while this point \\ as ad- , 
jufling, a party of the inhabitants fallied out of their am- 
bufeade, and cut fcveral of the Dutch pieces. Theportu- 
brave Englijb pilot Captain Melltfb was among the (lain, gutfe. 
whofe lofs Fan Noort lamented as being irrecoverable. Not 


contented this, the treacherous Portuguefe puflied their 
villainous cfMqiiell to the utmofl, drove the Dutch to their 
boats, killed and took a coniiderablc number, among the 
former the admiral’s brother, and were -lear making prisoners 
of all the reft. In revenge for this outrage, it was detcr- 
ndned, in a council of war, to attack the fort ; which ex- 
periment being tried, it was foon dropt, as too dangerous. 
However, thpy deftroyed all the fugar- works, took on board 
frcfli waJvT, and the., fet fail 

On the 25fh they arrived off Cape GonfalvOy where they 
obferved the Tea and land breezes, but in a manner imufual 
in other countries. They were informed here of the mif- 
fortune of C.ipta'm Verhagen, on the fame ifland where they 
had lately fuffered. On the 9th of January they arrived at 
Rio Janeiro, and after forac further lolles, owing to the 
treachery of the Portuguefe, arrived at St. Sebajliany where 
they met with the comforts of a good harbour, frcfli water, 
and plenty of provifions, but no fruits. On March the 1 4th, 
the \ ice-admiral and the Hope were parted from the fleet in a 
violent ftorm; but afterward joined on the 17th. The 
feurvy appeared in the fleet, which, together with the ap- 
proach of winter, made Van Noort defiroiis of puttiiig in at 
St. Helena-, but, miffing that, he refoivcd tq fleer f;»r Afen- 
foil, or fome c/hcr ifland capably of fupplying them with 
frelh provifions.' It was his hai'd fate to be earned to a bar- 
ren ifland, where nbthing was found befide-s a few' fea- 
fowl, winch the men knocked down with clubs. Sailing 
from thence in hopes of meeting with ^ceiijion ifland, he 
found himfelf by the fiiJl ot June on the coaft of Brajil. 


* See the Latin Journal tranfla^d inPuRCHAs’s Pilgrims, p. 71. 
T.i. Part ii. to wb^^ch we refer the reader for the red of the 
voyage, as to particulars. 
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The Portugvefe ilowying them the liberty of cdlningon fhore, 
the dJiuira.1 filled for the ifland of 67dr<2, lying in 2i® 15' 
S. Lit. This fmall illand, but a mile in compafs, afforded 
nothing but herbs, and a fpccics of four plumbs, which, in 
the fpace of fifteen days, cured all the fcorbutic patients. 
After much bad wea|her, the admiral reached Port Dfjire, 
September the 20th. He furnifhed himfelf with abundance 
of fifh and penguins at an liland three miles fouth of the 
harbour. Of the latter fort the feamen tooL 50,000 as large 
as geefe, well ftored with eggs, which proved excellent food. 
They went np tlfb river on Othher the 5th, an the banks of 
which they faw a kind of flags, feveral buffaloes and oflriches. 
Some of the nefls of thofe birds thc*y met with contained 19 
eggs. On the 20th, the admiral went on fliol«^, to examine 
the country, leaving orders with thofe who guarlied the boats 
not to flir a foot from them ; which charge they difobeyecl, 
and fuflcred for it. ^I'hcy had gone but a little way from the 
Ihore, when they fell into an ambufeade, in which three were 
killed, and one wounded. I’hc favages were tall well-m.,- 
portioned men, naked, and armed with bows and arrows. 
He is fre- made Cape ArginSy a!id hiid feveral 

•vented bj flrugglcs to enter the flreights ; in all of which he* was fruf- 
jhrkis trated, and beat hack by tempefls of fypw, hail, wind, and 
from enr rain. They loft their anchors, and broke their cables. Sick- 
eering the nefs, and then coiiteniiou, were fuperadJed ^o their other ca- 
Streiohts lamirics. 

of Magcl- 'fHiNfis remaining for fomc time in thi.s fitiiation, U ’.vas 
fifteen montJis after theii departure from Holland befoie they 
could enter tlic Strcights of Magellan. They obferved the 
land to lie foutli-wcfl from Cape PirginSy and the mouth of, 
thc flreights to be about fourteen miles diftance from it. 
Tlicy faw men upon t\vo different iflands lying near Cape 
Najf.iu. Thcfe were hardy enough to bid defiance to the 
IlJlatiil^Tf, braudifhing and flouiiihing their w'capons at 
them. 'I'he Dutch, notwithftanding this menace, landed, 
and p 11 lulled the fa vage.s to s\. cave, where they put every man 
t't them to death, after tllcy had defended * 'icmfelvcs to thfr 
lafl clujp of their bloo.^ The Dut f, catering the caX'Cf < 
loinu! the wives and children of thofe brave unfortvnate men 
in the darkeft part of the rccefs, bewailing and Lamenting 
tl'.cir lofi-. Taking eompffion on their rufferiiigs, the Duttb 
left them iinmoleflcd, carr)'ing off only four boys and two 
f'irls ot their number. One of ihefe boys having lear-ned to 
ipc'ak Dutch, gave a dcfcTipiion of the‘iliaudcrs, which* we 
(lull iqfi'i't in its proper place. 

^ On 
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On the 28th they (leered towards the continent, entering 
the mouth cjf a plea(ant river, the banks of which were well 
(lored with wood, and beautUied with numerous flocks 
of parrots green and grey. This they called Su?nnu'rs Bay, 
on account of the plcafant profpeft it afforded. Next day 
they bent their courfc to Port Famine, the land leading here 
fo far to the fouth, that the ifland oi ' Pantagons and Terra 
del Tuego (eemed at a diftance to meet. Not the leaft velUge 
could they difeover of Sanniento'z city, except a heap of 
(lones and rubbifli, which llicwcd there had once been build> 
ings. Sarmicifto, when he laid the prop ifal for building a 
city before Philip, acquainted him, that the fli eights in this 
place were no more than a mile in breadth; whereas, accortling 
to Van Noort >fhcy meafure at lead four miles, the. hills on 
each fide be^ lofty, deep, and covered the wlu'le >ear with 
fnow. In Port Famine they cut down large trees to make a 
ba'it, the bai k of which they found ol a hot pungent t.ifle, 
luting the tongue like pcppci. After thi'^, doubling Caf‘C Fro- 
with fomc danger, they anchoreil at four miles diflaBte, 

MiTh fine large bay. Here they met with Inec/e-wort, and a 
plant which 'they .affii’ided* occafioned a delirium for fomc 
time, ancf afterwards a coma, heavine^, and Anpeia^ion, 
which could not be overcome but by long fleep. In this bay//;, 
they met with Schajlian dc li'i'crt\ fliip, fepaiated witli an-dc Wccic 
other vefTcl fiom/ erha^vni (qua(Iron*'^iMd driven hither out/;» the 
t)f the Soum S'JiT De KWrt had fpmt five months in the>?/«j.6o, 
lheii.’!its, havinn but 38 men left oat of a tiew of no able"''*'' «'•- 
jeimeii 

Van’noort, on the lit A of 7 a;.wr>*, diicaeJ his 
to Mauriie Bay, which, he took notice, extended c.iAward, 
receiving fcveral livers that pour into it from the iuriounding 
nioiintains. This was now the funmicr lealen in that cli- 
mate, yet co'ald they not touch the bottom a: lo fathoms 
founding, I'o tliick was the iiC, which Mocked up the mouths 
ol tl.e live IS with mountains ot congealed fnow, thatjeemej 
to have continueiJ for years. After luAaini;;.^; a v. lety of 
irdlhip; fiom f.i"ilne, cxtieinc told, and Aorms of hail and 
rain, to crown misfortunes, they loA ctimpany of the 

vice -ad mi 'nl, f or'v? ''oni they waited fcvcr.il dav . in vain. 

J'an Noort, up^n ihi'?, held on his couifc to tl'.c illaiid of 
nhiha, in the latitude ot 38 degrees fouth. Heie the fea- 
nuii bitriered kuive hatchets, and toys, for nieep, fowls, 
maize, .bachc'ps, dr. They vifited the town, which con - 
liAcd of 50 houfc; thatched with fhaw, in wbith they were 
entei rained by tlicj natives with a liquor mauc from maize 
Acc]K‘d in watet, \y iich they called Ci*.L Van 
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us, that polygamy is pra^ifed here in fuch a manner, that 
the man who has the happinefs to have a large himily of 
daughters, is fure to make a fortune by the fale of them to 
hufbands. If a man comouts murder, the kindred of the 
(lain are his judges and executioners. They have no magif* 
trates of juftice, that being intirely left to the fuffercrs ; yet 
is it no uncommon thhig for a criminal to buy off his pu- 
niftiment by a bribe of CicL Their clothes are made of*the 
wool of a large fpecies of Iheep, which they likewlfe ufe as 
beads of burden. 

At St. Mary*s IJIand, diftant about 1 8 miles from the 
former, the admiral met with a Spani/b fhip laden with meal 
and lead for Aranco and Conception, To her he gave chace, 
and had the good fortune to take her, which duroved a fea- 
fonablc relief to the crew. By the pilot of thistfhip he was 
acquainted, that the fouth winds would prevent his getting 
back to St, Mary's and that at Arua lay two Span\lh 

men of war. This determined him to deer for Val Paraip*^ 
by which he lod all hopes of again joining the vice-ad;.'; mV 
Val Paroifo dands upon the fea, in 33® fouth latitude, 
didant from 5 ^. Jago about i 3 •'-lies, the latter lying up 
the country. They took two (hips, arid killed fon.c Indians 
in a fkirmilh in the bay. Here they received letters from 
the captain of Flying Hart, a Ihip 'belonging to Verpa- 
gen'% fquadron, fepar tiv * from him by a dorm, and led into 
the hands of the Spaniards by a midake in Qit v.c«r.Tion maps, 
which placed St. Miry's IJland as high as 38®, tho’ in hft 
in lies 37™ 1 5' fouth latitude. Hcncc we fee of what import 
ance it is to lay down cxaftly the parallels of places. A parry 
marched up to St. Jago, where they intercepted fomc letters 
which informed them of the wars between the Spaniards 
and the natives in Chili. The latter, revolting, facked the 
town of Baldivia, putting great numbers of Sp(iniards to the *' 
fword, and carrying off troops of captives. They fet fire 
to the boufes and churches, and druck off the heads of the 
linages, "trying Down go the gods of the Spaniards, They 
crammed their mouths with gold, bidding them fatisfy them- 
felves with that dud, for the fake of which their votaries ^ 
had committed fuch barbarities, cruelties, and mafTacreF, 
ainungd them. After this, laying liege to the city Imperio!^, 
they almod darved the garrifon to death ; the whole party*'" 
of Indians^ that performed fuch exploits, amounting to no 
more than 5000 foot and 3000 horfe. But drch is their va> 
lour, and hatred of the Spaniards, that no danger could 
tlifmay them,* no difficulties overcom'- .*them. To fuch/ a 
pitch 61 fury do they cany tjjeii* refent. lent, thai they tear 

^ open 
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Opea the bowels ' of all the Spaniards ^ty lay hands on, 
gnaw their hearts with their teeth, aad imagine they give a 
higher relilA to their liquor by drinking it out of a Spanijb 
Ikull. But we fliall have occaUdn to fpeak of this warlike 
nation clfewhere. 

April the ill the admiral entered the bay La Guafeo', 
which he left on the yth, arriving a>n the nth at Moro 
Careh, ten miles from Moro Moreno. All this traft to Arica, 
and up to St. Francis Hill, is fubjeft to conllant fouth winds, 
although in the adjoining fca they arc exceedingly variable. 

The 20th the air was obfeured and quite darkened with an 
Arcual, or ctoud of dull, raifed fo thick, *that a man cannot 
fee before him at the fmalleft dillance. They are frequent 
in thefe parts.^eing carried olF from the adjaceiu Ihorcs by 
the violent^uHs of wind. As the admiral appi^hed the Ufes a 
Famous citv of Lima, he iirA got intelligence of the value of 
the prize or - which he was robbed by Ihe malice of the Spa- prize, 
jtiards. Nitholas Peterfon, who had been made captain of 
fc h^ rize. told Van Noort, tliat he was certainly informed 
a .the lliip had on board three tons of gold 

tliffl*; a circumllance ^ig^more to be credited, as the negro 
was cniploycd in flipping it. Whereupon the Spanijb pilot 
was clofel/ examined ; but he refufed <o make any confef- 
fion, till another^ •*cgro aflerted it. Upon this he owned, * 
that they had on Sovd 52 chg Ug ^ ^b^ ntaining four arohes 
of gold bars of the latnSnctal, weighing from 

8 to 10 Ih. each; all which, with the private adventures of 
Uit fhip’s crew, the captain ordered to be thrown overboard, • ^ 
to prevent its falling into the hands of the Dutch. The 
whole cargo of gold weighed 10,200 pounds weight, valued 
from its lincnefs at 2,000,000 of pieces of eight. This they 
owned was brought from St. Mary's IJland, where gold mines 
had been difeovered about three years before, defended at 
this time by no more than three or four Spaniards and about ^ 

200 Indians. The admiral ordered the flriffcft fea^ch to bc^ ^ 
made through every part of the Ihip, and^ the crew tj^be 
clofcly examinoi ; but all her found was^pound of gold- 
duft iftthe pilot’s breeches. He ^orc his difappointment with 
fortitude, detel|2gpiak5',^f;^n oesuHon offered, to repair it, 

Us far a^caution aud courage co^ild be of ufe. 

^ SepVember the 5th he had fight of the Ladrones,^ put- 
ting' hr on the 16th at Guana, where he fupplied himfelf , 
with fre(h/fli and fruits of all kinds. Fiequcntly 200 ca- 
"noes* would ^urroupd the Ihip, crying out, Bieto, Htero, Iron, 
fclrbn, the men direrturning their canoes anc^ all with cager- 
Ticfs toTnatet tlirnauch* valued commodity. Th«^7thr<i» 

Ee ^ Neort 
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AWr failed for the Philippines* On the aoth he met with 
ice in the latitude of 30 north ; a phxnomenor that greatly 
furprifed him. In Otlober he came to Bogla Bay, VvIlEre, 
pretending to be a Spaniard, he was plentifully fupplied with 
every nece/Tary ; but did not Follow the example of the ge- 
nerous Candijb, in throwing off the difguife, and paying libe- 
rally for whatever he had taken. However, he was fooii de- 
te£Ied, upon which hd fleered for the flreights of Manila, 
where he was overtaken by a florm, which carried awayliis 
mails, and greatly damaged the fhip. When they approached 
land, fome of the men went on fliore, and, eating heartily 
of palmetoes, wer^ feized with the bloody flux. On the 
evening of the 24th he palfed the ifland of Capul, near which 
he found whirlpools, bottomlefs as far as he was able to dif- 
cover. H'ueniber the 7th the maflcr of a junk laden 
with prefifions for Manila acquainted him, tha^ here were 
two large (hips which came yearly from New Spt^m, and alfo 
a Dutch fhip bought at Malacca ; that the town^was walled, 
and the harbour defended by two forts : tliat this port droi , , 
a prodigious trade \v\\h. Chinn, nolefs than 400 fliipsccft! ” 
yearly with lilks, and other i^h merchanal'zcs, from Chined' >■ 
adding, that two fliips were evei'^ \ '*\pefted from Japan, 
laden with iron and provilions. * 

On the 1 5th t\\c*Dutch took two barks loaded with fiiwls 
and hogs, the tribute paid by the vr to the Spaniards* 
pa/iJng the flreightb i \i\AnAi, Bankingle and Aim- 

ralfmall jie admiral anchored in a bay 01 tiic 'bp^rjjtc illam-' 

friKes. ^ j ^ degrees north latitude, waiting hci • r :[■ 

the japanefc (hips. December the firfl he took one of them 
of 50 tons burthen, and a very peculiar eonftniflion, be- 
fidcs that the fails were made of reeds, the anchors of wood, 
and the cables and ropes of flraw. I'hc 9th he took two ' 
barks, one laden with coco-wine and .aqiu vita*, the other 
/;/, with rice and fowls. On the 14th he met with the Spanijb 
action ' fhips returning from Atanila home, when immediately a fierce 
nvith the** c.ngagcmbnt commenced. The battle having continued 'or 
Manila hoi **s. tl.-*' Dutch, overpowered with force and lum- 


Van 

Noort 


fi>ipi. 


bers, were reduced to groat diltrcfs, the ad*iiral being once 
boarded, and very ntran^ taken. Van N \rt, feeinj that, , 
without a defperate pulh dll wr be loft, rcu(^?»J 

the courage of his men bydefpair, threatening, that, if thei^ 
did nor fpecdily clear the decks of the Spaniards, he ^TOula^ 
Mow the fhip up. Upon »his, the Dutchi.un, hurried on 
by fear and rage, fought with incre^.bic fiirv; cut dow»fci^ 
all before them, cleared th.-V own fhip, boarded the Spanijh 
admiral, and lunk the fhip ir the heat pf blood. Thjf • 
t* 3 ''*^ - 4V brave 
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bravejiftion them no more than five lives, but the)’ had • 
25 wSttndeA As to the enemy, above 300 were either 
killed or drowned, and near 100 wounded *. 

After this exploit, which gained Van Noort immortal 
honour, he failed for Borneo, On his arrival, he fent a mef- 
fengcr to the king, reqiiefting leave jo trade with the na- 
lives ; but his majefiy, fufpefting him to be a Spaniard, re- 
fufed that permilfion upon any terms, till his officers had 
thoroughly examined the fhip, and fully fatisfied themfelves 
that fhe was Dutch. After this. Van Noort traded with the 
Patanees for pepper to a confiderable amoflnt. 

, In the mean while the Borneans fotmed a plot to feize the 
fhip ; to efieft ^lich, they furrounded her With 1 00 praws> 
pretending tbw-y brought prefents from the king ^but the 
Dutch, fLifp<ping fome treachery, gave them nbtice to keep 
at a difiance, Vr they fliould be confirained to fire their can- 
non upon thin ; the very mention of ^hich fufficiently ter- 
‘j^ied and made them drop their defign. On 

of in the four Borneans were'dif- 

^ in attempting to cut^.^ihip’s cables, a’td to bring 

her aground.* They^..<'u!'tm^med Lately fb clofcly plied with 
grape-fhoT,' ?itat, ijuitting tlicir defign, th^y left their praw 
:i prize to the Diiti wlv> look her in the room of the 
: fhallop they liad lol da y the admi^l fet fail, and, in 

»vay, met jiTi^ io Manila^ By 

iuy !ie-rec?iwU advictof a large lyutch fliip forced by 
ptvli (o Japan, fo diffrcflcd by famine and difeafe, that, of^ 
-ill her ciew, only 14 remained. She firfi put in at Bongo, 
from whence, by the king’s order, fhe was removed to 
Atonza, where the men enjoyed a fafe harbour, liberty to 
trade, and leave to build a new fliip ; after which they were 
permitted to go where they plcafcd, from this account Van 
Noort doiibtcxl not but it was Verhagen's Ihip, or at Icaft 
••one belonging to hi*; ffiu.tdron. DifinifTing the junk, he 
cro/!^ the line a third time, failing witl\ the utmoft hn zar^ * 
and ^cad tor want of a pilot, pr accurate ,a'Ji?frts t^ guide 
him through fliolls, illaiuls, and rfitjusirimimerablc. Pro- 
1. vidence) howcver\fi^ '’-H^credjji^i out of his difirefs, by 
IWig in Jii^way^ii^mk of*^6r, out of which he look a 
. ^Jot perVrflw acquainted with thefe fens. Nothing could 
ge mttfiajii'Jfcym; or fcafonablc th:¥i this unexpedfed acci- 


^deiU ; for fuch ^s IdyuindkionV^hal 
'3ir.«hor k-ft, a*id the caiSc iJinolt woin 


bat he now had but one 
out. lie was an iii- 
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tilrc Granger to the navigation of tliefe Teas, anJ fo was ejjcry 
man on board; nor, from paft experience, couli- they have 
any confidence in the too general and erroneous charts hi- 
therto publiflied. Now he failed uith courage, and a joy 
equal to the greateft fiicccfs and moft profpcrous voyage. 
On the 28th he camc«lo Jirtan^ upon the ifland of Java, 
where he received advice of fome Duti h fhips lying at A:»- 
tam. Thithci* he prop»)fcd failing ; and, on his way, faw a 
P&rtugucfc (hip of 600 tons lluck upon the fhoals, and in the 
iltmoft danger of^ foundering. He w.is told by the crew, 
that file was bound to Amhoyiia\ but Van No^rt, fufpefling 
(he had been fent out in queft of him, left her, with a true 
Dutch bmtality, to periili with 700 men oivvhpard, without 
ofrering|f;iie fmallelt relief. After this, he ffA'red for the 
Cape of Good Hope, arriving at Ht. Helena wit][iout any re- 
markable occurrence./ In his way from thence ^to New Hoi* 
land he met fix Dutch fliips bound to the Eaft lies, Janies 
lieemjkirk admiral. Hy him he was told, that I ‘ ad er^ 
gaged thirteen Ihb*? offthe in which . ^ 

lofi his \ ice-admiral and pihi..^:e. , Stening away fof'.r* 
land, he met with fome mcicjiantmuh wjth whom 

he exchanged 1 ice raid jxjpper for beef and biea I ; after which 
yif arrived at on the 26th 0*: Jugujl, after a pe- 

//I ilol- rilous vov ugc oi r: ire w*'.!.*;. ^ ^ 

Jana. ^ conduA was greatly appioved I ^ - »'ronrietors, ai» 

. 'hough rney reaped no great advani.ige from the ''oya^"*. 
Ir was rather looked upon as an nftair of national bcncfflyfmd 
PfefiionsQ^ future more than piefent advantage. The Dutch now 
fn the leaped not only the benefit of fome new lights thrown upon 
navigation of the Soi.ih Seas ; but like wife fliared with 
tile Portugui’fe and F ugljh the glory of having furrounded 
ihe gU'be, a eircumllancc that highly delighted them* 

On h thing vci y rcmai kable occurs in this voyage performed 
- by i'\w Ncort ; li is, the 1 igorous tliftipline maintained and feit ‘ 
''•V'fionly by fhc inferior ofliccrs and feamen, but by theS'cry 
higheft in auiho-. -‘v. Ever.- the vice-admiral experieiu -d the 
weight of that powei '^cceflarily lodged if the hand f of the 
geneiid ; he was tried ,w>h uty and ^:auJ.Qx ;• 

j)rocecdcd againll for breach of the articles 
I'worri to before the board of admiralty; had fiii* time allov 
him for his defence; at. I, after a fair and }; .glu .! .1-r.^-ilr.g,, 
was condemned to be dciciicJ i.. ,! eights of Magellan-, 

with a flender pittance of provifioi.s, whcrc'lie probabljTfclI 
a prty to huR^gcijOr to the '’iirioii’} rage of the favages Jtga':i*' 
.:II (« signers. A circutifKiiice iU-uftec.^ in th^*jqpjrnal of ♦he 
\o}.igc, but mentioned by other hill -' Uus, t‘.^ ; -uVirly /)i^ 

\ fVeciTi 
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U'eerfs joqrQal iiiferted in that curious colle<51iuii of 

The dread of fuch puninimciits keeps within 
bounds, and to their duty, thofpwhorc errois are moft fatal 
in fuch expeditions. From a deficiency of aiuhoilty in thp 
(ommaiider in chief, many great undertakings have fallen, 'i 
competition between the oiliceis being natiiiully attended 
with faction, difeord, and mutiny, :ft)i<>ng the feamcn. Thp 
gratification of piivateends, of refentuiLiu and piide, is con- 
ftantly preferred to the puhllc gi>od ; to the conl'e^ucnccs of 
which we may well apply that obfeivatiuiiof the Latin poet, 

^ticqitiil delirant reges^ ^It\luntur Jehiji. 


This vo;.i^ of J'nn A«/7’s, although attc 


attci^d witl 

ftriking a|ivantages, ferved to iiuicilc the ard^- of tlie 
United P^^incesf and particuJaily of the Enjt India com- 
pany, afrel farther difeoveries in thenSonth .SV.tj, and a more 
complc^^itelligence of the paiTage of the famous ALgtIIan. 

Vn'is pt»j:pore a commilliLMi was granted to O'eorne SJ)il~7tjevofa£e 

‘ >/*Spil- 

bergen 
round the 


ith rt> 


^ „ 

or Sf^e*ip/ny a feama'i*^f gieat expeiientc, mciit, and®/ 
^ repiitauoi)* SiAT\»j' ..'|•^:>p^H/^nted him, complcttl) equip- ^ 


^tugujrioi^ — it. icxei r.!jn a itrong 

galc^?4w..ii-e.uc.» Nothing I cinarLmie, bdides f^^•‘lns and 
^-spefts, occuricd till Ifu arrival in the height of th‘et^t; 
de /''t-r./ illands, which he ohfeiveJ fl»3od in -^o', whereal*^ 
in all preceding charts and maps they weic laid down in 
1 7 ° fourh latitude. Ky the I2th of OtKbcr he fell in with 
the Brafil coafl, haviiig'happily efcaped the flioals of Jbt'jU 
hos, lately fatal to the Portugu.'fe. On the 20 th, anchorlug 
in the ro:ul of Has Cramle, he creeled tents on fliore fur tlfe 
. iick, keeping three JKVimJt torps de garde for their fecniitj\s,^ 
^s he was in perpetual apprehenfion of the Portm^u'fe. Sotta^ 
\tcr he hoifted a white Hng, as a fignalJ’(i'ifholdi',j{^...^<'ifmcil 
o\\var. ire#j it was reldlfc l,to fliallops to water 

r/ ;/rivcr twoVcagiics,dirtaiit the fleet, with the Hiintf- 
‘jEaul yachtg2^(*rff'oy Ui captain ha\ing flrirt orders 

^ to al||’h(^t7tlore to the fliore, that the cannon could cover 
the mcri* at work in filling the barrels. This order he ne- 
g!c(itcd, tlic' -^nrequence of ^\w^ch was fatal, the Pertuguefe 
. Jiaving ci*^ oil eV “that had been put into the flul- 


‘I •* T. vii. p. ^ I ■* i^Iiiloire ^cs Voyages ."Us Terras 
*'* ' Eei lop?. 
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Jops. They Iiad two flout frigates concealed Ijya little har- 
bour, iiiaccclfiblc to flrangers, formed by two hJj^h ifltiktQs, 
whicli forced Spilbcrgea to fet fail v;ilhout attemptiiig to re- 
venge the infnlt. 

j 9 cottfpi’ On the ill of January 1615 a confpiracy, formed on 
racy on board the admiral (hip, to cany her olF, was lu^ipily difeo- 
boarddif- vcred. The ringleaders wcie hanged up at ilic ).ird-arm, 
covered, and the refl put in irons, and diftiibiited among tlic Jilfeient 
(hips. In cafe of feparation, certain places wcic appointed 
for a rendezvous, and the neceflary precautions taken for 
jeflefling a iunftion#, after which he fleered direclly tor the 
flreights, having taken a Portuguefc bark in their w.iy. Se- 
veral jcfiiits were on board, wlio offered a n\jifom of plate, 
piftures, Ibme fair maniilcripts of value ; thelc be- 
ing alrea<?y the prize of the Holla they lefn^’d parting 
with them but lor an equal number of Dnub /dn Ma'- '» 
the 7th Spilbergens fquadion was in extreme dailjer (rom a 
violent ftorm, which tame on under la^Iinoe ^'■'.-*.‘■^*1 

This produced a mutiny, which the admj^al n ’ '.iiect iif'i.: { ^ 
bud, by throwing the moll tin ’• • ’< p! ovcrb'-ai w ithout^". 
quiry or form of tryal. The 28th lu.-. ’ " . 'he fl» .•i((hts. and 
was driven back by flronp winds and odes; ulJch 

«. feme of the crew cried out to winter in Pojl Defircy others , 
Ibeing no lefs,r^"7* * thnr (onr^.-^M- the Cape of 

JfGpi% a iiiipoliuv. uhiit, ',!< c‘\. SpL'uT^ny 

withgi: 'giving car to either, re-entered ."he ltrtn,ilu’; ^iMid,^, 
puffing tliroiigh numbcrlcfs dangers, and I'linnoundng- 
almoJl infupcTable difficulties, ariived on the 6th of /Ipnl in 
the Pacific Occan^ where - ' welcomed by ihe mofl 

dieadhil flon.i lit hadyitt • Ti^Ksh Soon aftci lie h.id 
figlit of Cl’d. 'll' 1 La M'jibf. ai wl' h illaiid he did all In' 
roiild tOv’iKiw ilu ii.'iabitn--r . i u.iff’ k with the feamen. 

"ho gj\i.:nor and l.i. ,on .1., bo.iid the adiiiii d, and 
*riirii.d o;*^n.etl to fee lo Co and ftrong an arm.i:iicn{f. — 

’ed out ap'.iii'jfr the Spaniarif;. ’’J'he natives of Chili wciy 
: h'e 'Vong :i body^ of foldicrs, and, in lokeny.d 
their rtg-nd, i .rhaiigL'd. <hecp and freih provii^jns for h,iv h- 
cts and ^oial. I'he .\inaii .-mad-^ thecal.!- , 

maL, ant! other prodiueof i.iiV "r.,itiy, taWl ''fat^jl,y ^ 
what we have 1 dated, that the rcMder will eveufe Cjir «p.peat- ^ 
i'lg them. I’litling into ha-|bour, he ii irrowly tfi.* i-vdijiiniy 
r-}},.'* fy < nt OiT by an .imbnrcade lau.\f t Jv"-* b\i the .ryaniatih^ who 
"tpa Jiad invited him to dinner. They lii ‘'Led, h{),\vcver,.l‘j> 
nnrd.,, /rt their rieachery, the to way-lay iIjC Diitih^^ 

defh^ay i-Jt udng dileo* cred dnd cut iu pic j‘his, 

adjiraC vvithout u-wcv, fet lire to their houlc', i-.u-iu^',rcd till 

MrfCuetrtd. ' ' ^ ■ 1 
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earned off cdo fowls, a great number of (heep, and other 
provifrtJiis^wjually ufcful to them. Here they received intel- 
ligence of three large fhips, having 1000 men on board, 
fent in quell of the Dutch fquadron, which was now fpoiling 
and plundering their country. This determined Spilbergen 
to feck them in his turn, lor which ^urpofe he fleered his 
courfe for Concejition, Not finding^ the Spanijh fquadron 
here, he failed for Val ParaifOt meeting in his way with a 
SpMuJh liiip, w'hicli the crew burnt, and abandoned on his 
approach. From hence lie went to ^dnterOy W’here he wa- 
tered, then turning his courfe to Arica^ Every-where, on 
his approaching the coall, he found the people alarmed, and 
prepared to itmIic him. Leaving Arkay he took a fmall 
vcilel with ome treafure on board ; after which, ^ the i6th,SpiIbcr- 
a r ■ - h oit the tops deferied a fquadron of eight f3W. This gen mretsy 
..nc ..iptaiilof the prize told him was the royal fquadron 
Per A, comlout in fearch of the Dutch fleet, againll the 
wia* - of the *-ouncil. Don Roderigo ^ 

|,/‘iTv?7/5r:d, kiiif>ri.Vi,^'i\as admiral, a vain-glorious,^^^ 

■ .^.gant, and Jia^»h^y mai'j '»vrho boalled, “ that with two 




;r was tliis 

yned the Du^ ws^'- -'A.'.’ ; ? fuperior a 

. » '^error or ms* Viairi.*# wlutli, Ijyi^the WMy, 

’hev"’!' befoic Aeard of. His itlation the vicero\;*^n^on 
111., remonllranccs, had given him liberty to put to lea, 

. to bi Ixig the Hollanders bound hand and foot into his prt- 
a-nce, the admiral fw’carinj; he vvuld never return till Iic had 
accomplilhed it, if perchance tlKy w ic iiol all killed in battle. 
With a fleet completely c'quiprjd, aimed with brafs ordnance, 
and filled with feainen ari'l ni.unic.s, he j*))fully hoifled fail i& 
queft 'jf Sfifl/ergiii, nn»’ y av met with him. A*? it was lat\ 

, the evening, he deferred engaging, by the advice of his - 



.idvic"'^'yct fo impatient was he to 
o o’clock the fame nitrht he 


• Merfoza r-flciiecl^^ 

", ;icquVc*lv^iCirr7'^hat abouf^^icT o’clock the fame night he 
^madcA ffinal to attack, and bore down with his own Ihip 
— admiral, who ga« him a reception very un- 
lookfd for. .'fL'wLvpon him with fo much cou- 

'•fHge, aud'pojp’co'iiSiis fliot fo expertly and vigoroufly, that 
Spiuiiafd wSs* foon difctyViVieuj'^ would have flruck, 
Vmu f^i- vice-admiral, who difengaged 

vice-admiral, with whom h?*liad been 
E e 4 ia 
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Sn dofe fight. After a fiiort contcft, in whickr Afencbs^bcr 
haved with an intrepidity uncommon in a boafieK hif \vhole 
fleet was intirely defeated and deflroyed. Of the 460 men 
on board his own (hip, not 50 remained alive, and thefe co- 
vered over with wounds. The other (hips fufiered propor- 
tionably ; two of th| fmailer vefiys were funk with their 
crews, and as complete a victory obtained by Spilbergeii as 
Mendoza had promifed to the viceroy. On the lide of the 
Dutch 30 men were (lain, and above 50 wounded ; but the 
glory refulting from this brave aftion made the furvivors not 
repine at the lofs.* • 

iMMEDiATrLT after the engagement Spilbergen failed for 
the road of Caho de Uma, imagining Aicnd^^a hud efcaped 
out of battle ; but here he learnt, that tlie'ijhip, and the 
few r<^aining hands on board, had funk befire day-light 
appeared. Fading by Peyta, the fquadron way hotly plied 
by the heavy batteries on Ihore, a 36 pounder p'aving nearly 
(unk the Himtfnum yacht. An army of 4000 " »u.d 

vcral fquadrons of horfe, were feen dr^vvn on thefe. 
commanded by the viceroy.* ,ner(on. ^^dhergen 
cruizing tor the D/linila fleet, terAg‘l.>!jioiis flt.raifing his 
fortune in fome degree proportioned To the j[^< 5 ry he had , 
obtained by the late empty victory. (Jiders ^'ere ilTued , 
the captain*;, ‘ care lojp»L-. 

vent a '■;'paration;'f''clft:uiriuaiicc thrq'Vn them 

inr^' v/cai danger and perplexity in thd' late :>ciV)h- 
'..do concerted, that if a Spanijh (hip fliould (hike, the cap- 
r.iin and chief officers, without leaving their own ftilp,, 
ihoiild order the enemy to come on boaid in their boats, to 
prevent the confiifion which avaiice had fo lately occalioned,.. 
and which Irad aimed b(x:n f^tal in tiic late engagement. The 
28 th he arrived in the road of Guarmc, 10 degrees beyond 
the line, a plcafant place and fafe port, but defeY ted on their 
approach by the inhabitants. The 8ih of j^pril Spilbera*iiy* 
yime before Paita, and landed 300 men, who, after jjfir- 
mfiiiTf.j-,*' with •enemy, rct^irned to the fleet, having »und 
the town too drongV,.fortUicd for an attemj t by fo »p^ali a 
body of men. The iliip'i were Jt);:^,’A2j^t bi.,ir uA>n dio^ 
iill-J, which they batterefi fo.* .-nc whole , he*it;- bei 
teemed impregn.able towards the fca. They ryiflf'fi'Al;! in tl 
road till the aid, withc»?t eftedting apy thiiy^*^ 
fleet put to fea, and ancl^ 


edeemed impregn.able towards the fea. They ryifl('ti>^l in th& 
road till the aid, withc»?t eftedting apy thiiy^'^ 
fleet put to fea, and ancl^ ■- ■‘■'"'■.d.-’i's 
Ader their departure from hence they ' 

about with tcmpe(l”''j\-wd.:ber till the 1 3th c , next . 

>th of Aptemher Spi/bfi g . 

*£fPam<t, At length, havuig^' 5 ^t:i 
■ V.. ■ ' I thflr- 


7 'he aoth 
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I th ofJiSlobery furrounded by a thoufand dangers, anfi Spilber- 
ct<Tnii>»^Try moment before their eyes, the ftorm continu- gen 
ing without intcrmillion for feveral weeks, he entered the ^ 
haven of Acaputco^ within fliot of the caftle, hanging out a 
white flag. Tw'o Spaniards came on board, and fettled a 
cartel for the prifoners, who were to be exchanged for frefli 
paroviHons. Soon after jMelchior Hefnardo^ the viceroy’s ne- 
phew, made the Dutch admiral a vifit, to gratify his ciirioiity 
with refpeft to the ftrength of that armament which had de- 
feated the royal fquadron of Peru. He was received with 
marks of great diflin^ion, which he fetiirned with florid 
and high-Ilrained compliments to Spilbcrgcn, upon his cou- 
rage and condii^l. 

He now uetci mined to fleer for Manihu he did on 

the 1 8th, Arriving thereon the 9th oi February. 'Tlie //;- 
dians rcfuVd to trade with him, becHufc tlicy faiil the Dutth 
were enemlps to the Spaniards. I'fts, however, was a very 
codfV''t. ..s.'t^^ment with others for transferring the w hole trade 

hishii*'’*?. At v'hjjTC he arrived the 1 1 th', the /// at* 

'*H'es to a mar\freely trad, j.' with him, and even gave xht ri<ves at 
Dutch I u/ tfSc Spaniards, The Indians of this the ijland 
i l ice wSiVong coats like fliirts, and are remarkable for the ?/* 
ipprofound -/iteration in which they hold*afl the clergy, before • 
ivhom they wi :‘.l’ i J*" 7S the highefl: 

^iiijirk Vt fibnnifr oc perniuicu io* k'^ their harior^ On the 
tlTe ’’9111', 'nc drop* anchor on thecoaft of Luconia, f., ..chief 
iiland of the Manilas, in which ftands the city of 
The 24th, he palled the high and flaming mountain AUaca ; 
two days after he faw the further end of the ftreight ; and, 
on the 28th, anchored before the ifland Mirahcllcs. On 
March the 5 th, he took feveral barks which had been fent to 
collet^ the tribute paid to the Spaniards, Now it was tha| 
he received advice of a fleet of twelve fail, manned with aooA 
^ Spaniards, belides Indians, Chinefe, and Japanefe, fent to the 
\^oluccas to drive the Dutch out of thofe inands,*and wjCIl''" 
tl\‘: trade from them. Thisjdetermined. ^'rpllberg^.c.Ho »et all 
hii. i^il’oners .-'c liberty, and proceed .-.-vith all expedition after 
the Apanijb fl^-t ; 'loubtinr; out he fhould foon meet with 
'4 of Dutc/y, rjiiich would render him in acon- 

• ditior'vii^, jope with the enemy. It accordingly fell out as he 
— ;,fbr, on his arrival 9 f Malaya, he found twelve 
large Hups, wi.’rh, s^*^'*'* fquadron, compofed a very 
■••iaanidabre#arm*-.inc It was debated whether an attack 
yfliouldrbc mnde-oh Tidorc ; b'-...- u debated ; for the 

Shigh*;**rp\Jfo»>arjUij'g''iii" deers prevented their coming to 
ftVw ’riij »ion. 1 hofe difeords pointed out Jfd ncccflity 

there 
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there was for clefling a commander in chief gf the 
fleets. Accordingly Laurence de Real was invefl:^ 'rdflT this 
authority. 

Soon after Spilbergen received the governor’s commiflion 
and orders to fail with two lliips to the iilaiid of Java and 
city of Bantam, with inftruclions to fettle the trade on fuch 
terms and in the n’.ann^r i e flioiild think proper. He arrived 
at Batavia on the 7 th of St'ptemher, where he found itnecef- 
fary to carry hi^ (hips, and provide fheathing, which he did 
with the utinoA caution, left he ftioiild be furprifed by Don 
Juan da who^.vas expeffed to fail from Molucca upon a 
cruife againft ihcIXittih, His apprchcnfions on this head 
arma/nents -were foon cafed by certuin advice he rcceivedj^ihat Don Juan 
aavifidle (JiedwfJddcnly, not without fufpicion oVSaaving been 

^^h'Lut poi^onedfjuft as he was on the point of departing® and that, 
Taviue ef~ confcqucnce of this accident, du. Spanijh floct/which fick- 
jt'tieduny had before grcail< weakened, was now ret!^*ncd to the 
^thing. Manilas. Thus u arniamen*, fuoport- d, ',.IUeaJ 

expence for four years, dwind'-t l away vyop, thing, 
out ftriking a fingle blow; 1 ‘‘.cmnlbniyv tfiat greatly-^.: 
paired the repiitadon of that pec 

Vv3!iLE they were thus employed at 7 'rtci//^,'^*thc lapiJ 
, increaleof the Dutlh trade thioiigh all fhe colonic: vms olv’ 
ferved with,"’- * " J-v >’ fhade here, . 

tl. m foure'^iips \pkes, "ajuJ 

cargo^.r, airived fioiu the M'diiua^, .itidlVoni wctJC. The 
from Enrobe brought a rcinfoi cement f)f foldicrs to the 
garifons, and fnppiics of ammunition and all kinds of \ r 
likeftoris, which were much wai'.tt-d. About this time ai- 
rive i Schout vi and Le Mure, of whoft* voyage wc* have g/vcij 
an account, and n( Rogge’u>in's ani/al at Batavia, and the 
f'-iz-ure of his Ihip. To add n. 01 e weight to onr alTcrtions 
I co'icc ning the jcah'ufy of the D.iUh F.afl JnJi:i company, 
*_ left a traftick ihoula beopenev. witli the SouMierii contincu^*- 



covciics by that route, aiu ..ycm dilj.5».<i’j^hc^'U»lientici»n ^0 

reaUty of the pretenfious -ictS i - .ms 

coverics. Speaking of thi arrival of ia: Blairh^^^ 

“ coiirfc of their long vmar l.-ys the anth«'' 

expedition, “ thofe p '''^'.-. red' *■** Ri'^Timiba, 


pS, 'pr *■**_ 

no new nations, with whom v/e 11 ^nd.r^^fed 

‘ next moBi^ 

« PfRO(Ar’5r:!r'V,..-^rTT7§: c ;• t>;;/coaftl 

• th» 
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••pretended have difeovered a paHage, different from Aat 




(liips hitherto pafled. But there was little ap- 
pearance of iliis, fince, by their own account, they had 
ipent fifteen months and three days in their courfe from 
the ftrciglits to the illand of Ternate^ tho’ they had fair 
winds all the way, and notwithftanding the advantage a 
fingle fliip has over a licet, where i4ie bf ft failor miift ftay 
Tor the worft. Thefc pretended makers of difeoveries, uho ^tfeendra- 
boafted of having found out a new ftreight, were very 
much furprifed to hear that admiral S/>ilOergcn had waited 
fo long at Ternnte^ and arrived fo mucii fooner than they, ^ 
notwithftanding his fleet was compofed of fuch large (hips, 
and had been jb much and fo often retarded, had fought credit the 
fo many ti»-ics, had been put back, flopped ariSL^rafficked d:/c(wnus 
in fo majiy pairs, and yet come out but IcnrcctiglTvnonthsg^’Lc 
before thvn, and Ipent only a year and feven months inMairc. 
all their e.ipeditions to the time of t^cirai rival at 


///, 


»r 

■.L" 


, iJiis K‘*''ik the reader will perceive a ftrange mixture 
A’'" Miilh and la. '^lod, va",' prejiulue, and injufticc, 

founded pai«!y on (' ’''i .-'.iHly on leililii and narrow views. 
Great .doubitl^dlv is due to Admiial Spilhergru\ and 

voyage nJuft be leg.nded as c'uc of the -noft liiccefsful 



ih... lo thcrougr.ly proved. 

' To pro -ced ; Spilbcrgctit on the 14th of Dcccmht'r, /L\ 6 i (\ 
v.jighed anchor a. Bautjniy to proceed on his voyage to//o/- 
hmiy with tvvofnips, \\\q .\huftcr(hnn and '/.caland. On J<x- 
riXiiiry the lirft, 1617, the y/ryAWrf/w loft Ophi of her ton- ^ 
fott. MiircJt the 6th, he arrived at .V/. tielcna^ whe.t 1 
‘ijiud the Zert/a«f/; both airbrig in Hod, nd^ after a po'fpe- 
coaifc, in the ni- nth of July. Thtir return cx-^ 
tl\-ly g"ateful to the toinnar.y, who loa.'lcd th •.•t. .J\ 

his,"./ particiil.'rly *S/>;/i/’/-^v/7,*wbofe^^ .adcncc equally rc- 
thc/j he ^Ivantatyq of thcf -uipany 


nc 


, ^ •> 


his own I'.onoui , 


r *vialtitudes of people fl«»tked 
\ • ditiodvjli^i *d ’ fhips ; an extraft of his voyage w’.u imme- 

'* ';<,hcd ; and, from "he, day of his return, the 

large fliips, \v. coinoanv moy. \e faid to date theii fiift 
'-f^unidabrelarm-’-A-' wcaltli. Reputation they acquired 
■!*yflio«ld be»Tv^t of *furrouncliDP. and power and 

-Vie . * Pu»CHAi, ibid. 
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wealth were the ncceflary refult of the conqnep of the Moluc- 
cas', in which SpUhergm not only ailiiled^but 
the firft intelligence. 

One remark on this voyage we cannot avoid making. The 
defeat of the royal fquadron of Peru by Spilhergen is the 
cleareft proof of the great fnperiority the free fpirit of a re- 
public will ever maintuin over the moft refined politics of^an 
arbitrary court. The king of Upain was by no means igno- 
rant of the importance of his colonies in America. He had 
their fupport, and the interell of commerce, really at heart ; 
and yet we fee in how thort a time not only thp EngHJh, but 
the States General, who a little before had been (laves to the 
mqnaichs, were able, on their own^rivatc accounts, 
and thiT^gh the courage of their oi'ficers, to co]>c with all 
the nai/l power of this kingdom. Hence it arpears, that, 
to raife a maritime ftiength in any country, noting is fo re- 
quifite as freedom, a wile and honell adminillaiion, and a 
confidence in the people, that they may enjoy in v. 

they have ucqnired with danger and l^our^, y Vhis'fir.-* 
rages them to hipport difa^.^tments, ^Ixcrt their 
ftrength and diligence in equipping: ^rAmcn island to per- 
feverc with u.tihakcn conftancy in the*' profec^i</rf of what , 
appears to be iheh intcreft, at the fame time^ they arc pr^ 
tc^cd as ip, tegf.fi. (>f. jJliJ'ilic, Hence it 

pears ^pv^Snly'^ho^VfeJjbuii a wc!‘>~ani‘b4f ^ ..n 'ieajji.'hy ihbi^lv 
but how fwn it declines, whcrtftircdhnTr^o.^t)'', ami 
c tprit, begin to droop. Not many ycais before, the Dui^\ 
were fo ignorant in na\Iga;ion, that they were obliged to have/ 
rccourfe for Ikilfnl pilots to the Er.gli/h ; but, twenty yc.Ms^ 
after, they fent out powciful fleets, aiming not at plunder, 
but conqueft, and defeating that'maritime pow'er which had' 
•acquired fuch lepiuation by the difeovery of one of the In- 
dies, and prodip, lous ftrength by the pofienioti of both. 
•• Reputation will vauHh,*’ fays a judicious hiftonan,”^»y^ 
power mull ncccllarily decline, when men grow \v^on 
^ ^T^iwWoaltl., (ind employ the Llellings and gifts of Bffo; i- 
** dcncc for otlicryj»>-,v;ofc:s titan they were ileligned.’^t^ the 
induftry and viitue of '’b.v^Porlug^e and ^aniards pgan tp^ 
lUickon, by the ahufe of 

to the maintenance of an empty m ignificcncc, V 

liixiirv, and a proud in;*oIence; fo the t j ir y 

juft cftimatioii of merit, >:^^h»dr,,di|igepf; ,'*their frugality,^ 

and public fpirit. The Spaniards pl^.ii.{hcqjf 5 ;lves inj 2 png 

abfolute mailers nations ; th<i 0ui^h 

be their own mafters. Thg^*:; ^ i g M :i » ;is ^ ft u;x •»/ w:‘iaith^^d^ 

cxtciit Jj.ninioi, luiaei the one ; tI^c poyer’rv,* 

V ^ row 
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limits, ^ j the opprelTion of the haughty Philip, roufed 
up the u<h<yf unto an exertion of their ftrength, and enabled 
them to perform aftions fuperior to their natural abilities. 
Such reflections as thefc naturally arife from perufing the firft 
accounts of a riling commerce; and happy are the people who 
pay a due attention to their importance. Corruption and 
liucury are equally fatal to all ; and«\vhenevcr we fee them 
prevail in a maritime Hate, the foundation of whofe power 
and grandeur is in commerce, we may, without any extra- 
ordinary lhare of penetration, venture to foretel that her de- 
cline is approaching, and her total ruin #nd deftruCfion not 
• wry remote. 


SECT. XIII. 

The voyage of Jaques Le Hermice round the worlds 
with ttS fquadron commonly called the NafTau Fleet. 

, pufA%^e through the Streighes of Le Maire ; bis 
J ^ attempts 'Talao de Lin' and the other occurrences 
ef tb^yasi- ^ 

® maritime powers bega^ now to be feniible. The vey- 

that the t ir^hoc^ 9f diftn-fl Iw .M*; Catholic Ma- 
t .^Hly vi^'s tiv r>..i •\iiiug ^^aeltro>ii.| ,Ws fettle- 

men*’ in me Sr)utK Si'as. 5 ? 'r Franas Drake, aniloT -•’v 
itjk officers, led the way; tne Dutch followed with ptu ’.^js 
more fuccefs, as the advantages they gained were of a more 
l.iffing nature. To deffroy the fortiffed towns, and lay the 
Scuth Seas open to the incurlions of privateers and fmall man<itr, 
fqnadrons, it was ncceflilry firll: to fend llout Ihips and ftrong 
arimamcnts, with authentic and proper commiffions. In tlm 
year 162 J, Prince Maurice of Najfau was at the head of tl| 
admiralty in Holland, and the firft fpring of the adminiftra' 
ion. With his approbation, if not at his motiifn, a ref*? • 
p tion was taken of fending a iliong fquadron into*t’ ' * ^vth 
S\-rt for the . 'bovc purpofes. 3'hh ''iuadi on it was intended 
• fno’^.H not p^'s by the Streigh* Magellan, but by iho/c of 

Lc Xla 'iv,^-'.' . It might v’ be in a condition to com- 

ment' ’/.Hilities again!! the Spaniards. The prince not only 
- . . ••s-v.rit...** '■/♦•d this projeft, but likewile aflifted it by a con- 
fidciable fun. monc'' our nl ’ *5 own piivatc purfe. A fleet 
■ oli^.no k 4 F*ilw»' v.*.. en men of war, befidcs Imaller vefleis, 

'VWin fitted ' at, •.rtid the iieccir”-y hiftr^dlions for accompli Ci- 
‘ ej of HoiUnd^'AXui to the Eajl In- 
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iia eompany, who appointed certain comml/lioiurs to infpe^t 
and prefide over this equipment *. ^ 

Ifhe prepa- TiiE nccefniry preparations were forwarded witVluch di- 
rations for ligence and vigour, that, in the fpring of the following year, 
UAswy the fleet was in rcadinefs to put to fea. The chief officers 
were appointed, and the command of the whole given to 
Jiiques LeHermite, an experienced fcaman, enured to the fa- 
tigues of long voyages, and accu Homed to an extenfive coni- 
mand, which for many years he executed with great reputa- 
tion in the ferviceof the Indui company. Hugo Scapenham 
was made vice-admiral, the fwcetnefs of whole manner, and 
the integrity of whofc life, were no Icfs recommendations 
than his great naval abilities, to the trull repofed in him. The 
whole I'orc^/f the fleet amounted to 1637 mtn, of which 
600 wcra/regiilai s, divided into five companies- and 294 
pieces ofcannon, brafs and iron. It is necefljiryjp obferve, 
that the government ofi the United Provinces dillficd at this 
period from what it was before, or has been finc\ ^ It was 
in fiift rather a monarchy than a republic; th v pfin?!PS4 ^ 
Orange, then ftadtholder, h^’ving a truVitj^il influence— 
•weight, and authority. Under ctJk^ir c alTume^ 

tlie fupreme executive power ; every tlim^paired his 

hands, and the fladtiioldcr in reality held thcrein%of govern- i 
‘ ment, but in the nai tc of the Ihtes. ^ MAlof the officcis 
this expedi^j/^ .'.-rr yho ii^ 

this, aj^ •' Lvery thin^lfc, had in view ifcTlfTlJ'iflJllAnt 

power, as well as tlic good of tlie public. Hence* - 
leadei will ealily pciccive the original fource of the many 
misfortunes and mile .irriages of tliis voyage. Se.i-ofliceis 
Were made by court-favour, and .1 land-p,encr:il, who pre- 
tended to no Ikill in maritime affaiiv, confcqucntly could be 
ijo proper judge of the merits of the pcifons he appointed. 

/ fade aic the iefle<5lioir.ot John De H'lth’, the m&lli'eiebrated 
late'man, and the bell political writer 01 his nation and agCj-/: 
• w itiiour wo exet pt the learned Croliu r. yTo 

x’ecd ; ihc Nnjjau fleet failed from tht*6'<;mv 
the ptli, 1023. In tht^v'cuiijg ?)f the 3011-!. rlit Eagle fn^i^ 
a-leak, which obliged J. ' ^^vnite to put i)jto tlio 
I Eight X ’'repairing her. ylATVha '■'^eyappi ' 

cept the i‘cpc,viiK\\ov(sd Xii Pertfmeuth. 'The captW'^.^cmir^ 

fliip, out of mere caprice, nnifl take a difll.eiit 


Was almoll 


* The reniamrter of thi s voyage e.vtiaciiii Iiarris’j^ 
Collection, T. i. 1. L.-pTTTT to whieh yp*, \yihouy 

fj'ccifyin^^cry page. ^ 


■ mere ca pi ice, nnilt take a iljlte.eiit hV- »» '■ 

attended with fAl ^ifcoucnct... -i'-ie .’iiii hci 

iiainder of this voyage e.Ytiackil’i'xj^m Iiarris’j^ 
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ground, and was with the utmoft difficulty faved by the vigl- Some 
lance of the i^ 1 cc>admiral, who affifted him with the fhallops tucfy acd- 
Of the 'v]ioJ^ fleet, cafed the fliip of her guns, and took every 
other efieccual meafure to fave both Ihip and crew. On the 
14 th, the admiral gave the fignal for failing, by ordering 
gun to be fired, which, by fome unhappy accident in the 
charging, burfl, blew up a part of both decks, dcmoiifhcd 
the cabin near it, and had almoA communicated with the 
polvder-room. 

The admiral gave orders, that, in the day, the licct fliould 
extend itfelf as far as poffible, without lofing fight, in hopes 
of intercepting the phite-fleet, each fhip«retunung at night 
to the flag. It was alfo refolved in council to keep as clofc 
to the Spanijh fhpre as poffible, in order to makc^rizes, from 
which the proper intelligence might be procured. On the 
gift thcyfjpke with three corfairs, who ac 4 uainted 

them that ?hcy had been chafed off Cape St, Vincent by fix 
Spanifi met, of war. Next day thcyVell in with two more He falls in 
corfairs.^ OP of which they took fcveral Dutchmen who Iiad nvitbfome 
b',’' . .aauc i.-’’es, contrary to the treaty fiibfifling between f^fdrs^ 
^thc Ifates gencru; r id the pira*-*? n flates of /Il^iers and7i/«ij. 

' On the I. It)* of 7* chace to a fleet of ten fail, 

which pfo.iill to bo ^?pani/h, homeward-bound from Fernam- /^Spa. 

. hiio, and loiuicn with fugar. The admifLvl was acquainted 
bjl’ the captains (v ''hue t’lp ori/o*' J A'y'^c were not 
IvMs thai tliiiv; 1 ‘ o/- ...I/O n);.n dr ^ar ciiiili ••mi thofe 
i«.as ; a*'*... .iiiili.iot ' t]:.it required the mod i.iisii-.iia ,'ind 
y.iulenr com!a*ll in him. 1 Ic thcrofoic lefolved to call .i 
t council of war, and to be dccermined by the fcntinicnts of * 

• tlii-s aflcmbly in wliat manner he fliould proceed. Here it 
was Jflrongly dcb.itcd, whcilicr, their fhips being deeply loaded, 
it w'ould not be r.ext to iin^ofliWe for them to iifi: then lower 
tiers of gnus, wiihoiit eafing their fliips of many things nc-\ 
ceflary to tli« fiieecls of liie \oyago ? hence it was tcmcluded \ 

•'Ot to enter upon action with a fl*..ct fo fupcs ior, whk h would # 
pri bably terminate in the deflrii^tion of the defign tRey wer.*^ 
iipo I, if not the fquadron. T^iis being the opinion a iii.i- 
joi it^ ;i refolutioii was ta!;cn to hev^'. .iw.iy to the ro.id of 
Siif/cZf where there weic fevcral ijutch fliips, on boaid ot 
w'liicht.thrjwr',*/.?* ,iat the i\cr tdlcen in the prizes, to be 
tranfpo.-ed .o Holland. Here tlic>' met the Ovcryjj'el man of 
•w f., .\yitn Viinc other DuUh flii"-. The captain of the 
Overyjfd acqua! ,*'’d Ij: that his crew had niuti- punfi-d^n 

nied^^ and ciegrivLi -ij tn ot tlie command : upon which l.e hard one 
HcKniite (n'dep .i ilit? ringleaders to b'* ^p'>t^in irons, tried, •>/ ^he 
condemned, ’ 1 i'MJnged tlie jard-arm ; a iiecefTary feve- 

' • ' riry 
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rity to reduce the reft to obedience. Three otfiers, who' had 
been turbulent, tho* not authors of the conff !.'icy for run* 
ning away with the Ihip, were ordered to be l^-l-hawled, 
and afterwards to ferve on board without wages. 

The fleet anchored in the road of St. Vincent on the 5th 
of July^ where the admiral determined to difarm the fliips, 
and wait the proper feafoii for doubling Cape Horn. The 
He arrives 2-tli he weighed from thefe iflands, in order to profecute his 
voyage. On the firft of Augujl they came within light of tho 
high coaft of Sierra Leona, where the admiral put in to repair 
the leak in one of the fquadron. Here the negroes inlifted 
upon having rnadc^ prcfciit to them, before they would per-^ 
mit any of tlic fc.imen to go on Ihorc. Accordingly two bars 
of iron, tv'j pieces of cloth, and a feW libLons, were given 
them, w'm which they appeared to be highly fatisfled. Next 
day they c.ime on board to vifit the admiral, tOiwhom they 
prefented an elephant’;; tooth and fomc fowls, wh'ich they 
were amply rewarded. Among the vifitois w?.s the king's 
brother, drelled in a fuit of ftriped cloth, in^" IV't die 
Vi/trA faihion, and fcarlct ftippeis. He wn®- attended by 
captain of the guard, a man t.hp fccmcj'‘^t() fet^a high value-' 
upon his reputation. Some of the llu'p^s ci ew fqiwcU't fpecics 
of mils on fhorc, greatly refembling nutmegs.‘**#*rhcy were ■ 
lo dcTicions in ♦'hr^aftc, that the men aic hearfily of then^^ 
but were .1 drop t down de.. ‘ " 

With K . ody covci'^ii over with livid 1 |V-- 
by proper medicines and care. 

‘ Till. 2 ■jth of Augujl the Maurice, a capital fliip, had been 
alinoft loft tlirough carelefsncfs ; for, after careening hcr,^ 
they forgot to ibut the fcupper-liolcs, by which flic had eight 
feel water in the hold before it was perceived. September 
the 4th, the admiral, who was confined to his bed with fick- 
nefs, ordered anchor to be weighed, and the fleet got under 
fail, ftecring to the illand Annaboa-, but a contrary wind and 
ra0' a ftoim ariilng, they weic driven back, and alnioft with.^1c* 
n: great of the admiral and vict-admiral, both of which ft uck 

aaffger. upon'i' fand-banli After the whole fleet had been alajWd, 
and put in confufnh., they w'cre both got oft’ without any 
coiifiderable hurt. The rtilmiral, in a fjjrfll-p, affifted in peC-^ 
fonthe men employed ar*thii sVoik, in ordcn'V'lnfjliiU andj 
ciicoiiiage them by his prefciue and example. and ;j|: 

cold hecoiitraded, brought on a relapfe, wdii^ lit jit»cr .n- * 
terwards recovered. While the fleet vii at anchor in the 
Toad of f/.-t/V Lohos, a ciicumftilnce fell out, which, on ac- 
count of its fiUr^uarity, dclcivcs to be nlciitioued. AftfSS 
nmnb^r.of fcamen died on board the 'MaiiViie, and i^vas- 
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‘obferved that they *Mirere taken ill immediately after the fur* 
j^n’s medid!!^ were adminUlcred, with fymptoms very fuf: 
picious.'> Tile matter being debated in council, and the fadts The «//• 
clearly proved, the vice and the rear-admirals were direded lonnoustU-. 
to fend for the furgeon, James Verger ^ and clofely to fiftand A" ®/ « 
examine him. This they accordingly did, but with the 
inoft addrefs, tho’ to little purpofe. All their exhortations 
aod entreaties could- extraA nothing ffom him ; upon which 
the torture was apjdied, by hoilling him up to a great height, 
with weights to his feet and hands, and then letting him fall 
fuddenly down. All this he fui&rcd not only with con- 
Aancy, but ivith infoience and contempt, laughing at his 
judges for their vain endeavours to put him to pain. His in- 
fenlibility induced a fufpicion, that fome charmer incanta- 
tion he was mailer of prevented the efFefts of tn'j torture. 

He was feaxhed accordingly ; and in a little bag, which hung 
round his hjck, were found die Ikin f^id tongue of a Icrpcnt. 

Some days this another examination was appointed ; of 
which whe i the criminal had notice by their coming to take^ 

. hl,.i (Jill of I. 'ms, he fprung out of the hands of the perfons* 
ordered to con-luc , him, and Uio* he was pinioned, plunged 
hiniklf ^V'^die dnp^s lidclnto the fea. A failor, who was 
near him, l/epcd in after him, and endeavoured to fue him ; 
blit the fui^^eon made fuch llroiig cftbr^ip that he had ccr- 
?\dn]y di owned boih, if filh r ji.ul •’'>'• had refolu- 

lioii aiT^l »}, liiiiij (.nougli thiow hi ' (.*IF after 

them, anil kicp iiie furge-m s head above waier, dll all rlircc 
\vciv bid li(jld of by the men in ihe fliallop. Perceiving, 
jfte- ihis attempt, ili.it he would be too ftriftly winched to 
find inch aiiothei opportunity, he made the following hor- 
.lihle- coiife/Tion -, ’riz. that he was a native of L'-.uvahif, de- 
ieeiideJ from Spani/h parents, and a licentiate in phylic and 
All gery ; that he had wilfully dcAroyed feven men, becau/fc*-> 
they Jiail gifen him a great deal of trouble, w-iihout any emo- 
lament refulting to him from it; that he was rcfolved to at- 
tenpt fome extraordinary cures, and, it he fucceeded, to de-^' 
niai d, ns a reward, an order fjomthc admiral to diut at the 
captai'i’s table ; that, if this favour was denied him, he re- 
iblvcd to poifojr the admiral, the vice-admiral, and every offi- 
cer he fu'j^''<(.7 would oppo^-: hil reqiicft ; that he had de- 
tei miueJ -v enter into a contract with the devil, and had, for 
■•Ivt |’'.'r;'^le, often invoked him, but without c/Tc^l; that, 
finco lie hud bet hi irons, he had often attemjited to deflroy 
him.ivJl, anfl# among other methods, had endeavoured to 
llUlc hsmloit with'ftis pillow. There apn^red ftrong rea- 
ic \s for lufp. tl.ig him of other crimes uc lefs Iho^'idag and 
lVIr»D! Hist. Vol XI. f" f / • tmua- 
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uhniturd, he was therefor^, hf the tmaidnioin ooitfenc of 
Urufvt the council, cohdemmsd to death} 4 nd accor^'igly had hii 
u Siaib. head Ihruck off on the p6op 6f his own fhip ; d death too 
hiild, if there could have been a more complete punithmenf 
infli^ed oh a Wretch that had revolted from every diihte of 
virtue, of reafoA, of cohfcience, and of the human heart. 

Br the time the fqu^ron arrived at the ifland of St, Tho* 
mas, the fcarvy had fo prevailed, <that, defpairing of having 
hands fufficient to work the Ihips to /Inraibon, the admiral 
appointed a day of fading and folcmn prayer, and tbe chap- 
lain had indriKdions to compofe a difeourfe fuitable to the 
occafion, humbly imploring the divine favour towards thofe 
who were lick, the prefervation of thofe who were yet in 
health,. aii^ he giving an happy ilTuc to tl.^ endeavours of 
the officers in feeking a proper place for the refrelhment and 
recovery of the crews. They then altered tlj^cir courfc, 
fleering weftward, in <Y'dcr to meet with a fout’u-eafl wind, 
when, on the 29th, to their great aftonilhmei^t, they faw 
the idand of Amvibon, at the diftance of ten leagjes, and at 
a time when they did not think it poffible to fall in with it 
Le Her- tlic courfe they held. The 30th tlvy anchored in the . 
mite «r- toad of Anmhon, and next day the vif;c-admiriil i-^pd fifeal 
riwsat went on fliorc, w^ere they were received witlj a flag of 
the ijtand truce. The govcr^.-ior Don Antonio Nun^^z de Mcitos gave his' 
Annobon. confent that they Ihould;* traffick and barter with the natives 
for whatever they waited ; take in watcri, gather w'h'^ num- 
ber of oranges they thought lit; and that they lITould plae 
^••'"a guard at the watering-place, for the fcciirity of their fca- 
Inen ; upon this linglc condition, that they behaved dif- 
creetly, without giving moleflation or offence to the inhabit- 
ants. The Dutch had received fowls, hogs, onngts, isc , . 
in exchange for fait, upon which it was refolved 10 make the 
'' governor a prefent worth 300 livrcs, with which he was by 
no means fatisfied. Hefides this, the feamen had given other 
caiifes ofi difeontent, by infultirtg the negroes, and takir^g^ 
iVom them their fowls without paying for them, which, \Vtli 
fomccjther giievances, fo pr=r)voked the governor, that he 
was very near arrefling liic vicc-admiial, and fomt| other 
nAfle ol^^^crs who were on fhore. However, ^efle^ting thaj they 
eoudud c^' confidence of the promife he had gh'Cii;vtj differed ; 

t' I’ortu^ them to retire, telling them withal to be can lions, ''tow they 
gnci'cftf- relied for the future on the word of an officer, for chat it mws- 
*vernor, then in his power to have carried them up to the mountains, 
from whence double the force of their whoL, licet would 
not he able to K&iie them. After this, they parted wfllT^ 
mutual civilities. It mufl indeed be ackrfUwlcgcd, ;hat the 

condu^ 



jf Hijhliy if t$i 

cbndil^ ci* the Thttch officers was rafh and imprudent, in 
•jetting dienijhlves in the power oi a Portugnfe (^cer, from 
whom they had Jittle to expeA, and metely upon his bare 
promifr. But, however they were to blame, we cannot 
enough admire the generous behaidour of the gorernork who, 
by no indimity or affront, could be prevailed on to break thro* 
the laws or honour and horpicality. # 

•After leaving the ifland of jinnohon, they (aw a great 
bUmber of fea-gulls, and a quantity of herbage floating on 
the water, whence it was coqjeftured they were not far dif- 
tant from the Soui/tern Cotittnent. On 4he 1 6th the Tea ap* 
peared as rdd as blood, which they afterwards found pro*> 
ceeded from an infinity of fmall fhrimps fluatinu on the fur- 
lace. On the 2uth they loft light of their bark eighteen 
men on bojrd, which they nei’cr more beheld, altho* they 
were afterwards told that Ihe h.id reached Holland, the men 
having endured all the extremities of %hirft and hunger. On 
the firft of February they made Cape de Pennace ; but the 
admiral’s hiftru^lions reftraining him from touching on thU 
coaft of Jirnfiiy noi'th of Rio de la Plata, they did all in their 
power to dijeovLT that river, but foon found that the fouth- 
weft u had dii^n them too far caft ward. At length, 
t>ii Fcbruaiy ^\hQ 2d, they found themfvUes at the mouth of 
the ftreighta, v. hicha-hcy difeovered ace’ Tntally by means of 
a Spattijh pt>ot fv’ Mild ; fo little fkillcd in navigation were 
the bt!?: '-'licvrs on board, in the adi’ilral’s abfence. Hav- 
ing g lined the entrance of the ftreights, they faw two fhip«s 
at .iiul'..'r in tlic bay, wiiich they afterwards called 
Bay. From J.e Hermitc't. having fpent nine months in his 
p.ifiage hiilicr from Holland, tlic rc*adcr may be led to imagine 


■ - that the voyage mnft be extremely tedious and d.mgerous, 
whidi it by no means is, if undertaken at a proper feafbn of* 
the year. Jt is obvious, that the Dutch fleet failed too foon ' '/Ji&arcJi 
in the year, .-ind thcncc crofled the line in the worft fcafon ; A 
had they deferred this till the end of OFlohcr or beglhningof.'^’-J 
! .oemher, they would then have had a phyfical certainly ^ 
of meeting with the north wind bjptwTen the tropics; a 
cumflance which would gicatly faeilitatc the paflagc through-^® ^ * 

IhcAV Maire. • ^ * 

Feij.ujary the 6th the fleet had fight of Cape Horn, 

.which liiMi bore from them thiec leagues north- north-ca'ft, 

'I'hcy w'l je on the i ith in 58’ 30' fouth lat. the weather fo 


cxceftivciy iiirprous that the feamen, W'ho were at fhort 
allowance, fouiid almoft infupportable. On the r4th a 
great variation wac obferved in the com pafs, "which they were* 
- unable to adjuft, as all the coinpaflTcs in the fleet v?!Ud from 
• * .* . F f 2 ' each 
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each other ; a phsenomenon that greatly perplexed and fur'- ' 
prifed the mofl experienced feamen on boai'd. day the. 

admiral called a council, to deliberate about the currents* 
and procuie the opinion of all the pilots in the different 
Ihips. At the inllant when the white flag was hoilUng as a 
figiial, Cape Horn was difeovered about feven leagues’ to the 
weft, wlieiice it was obvious, that the currents had carried 
them ftroiigly to the eaft ; whereas they imagined they had 
let to the weft, according to Le Maire'^ account. On the 
1 6th they were in the latitude of 56® lo'. Cape Horn lying 
then eaft. 1 hey likewife failed in fight of two iflauds litu- 
ated about 15 leagues weft of the cape, wlwch weie not 
fet down in the charts. While the fliallops were watering 
iivesoi the jjj aJ’ftoim aiofe which drove them to fca, leaving 19 

f:rJghts 

incu on ftiore, two only of whit h were found alive the next 
day, when the fliallops ictuiucd, the reft liad b^n knocked 
on the head by the /'avages. As only five bodies* cruelly 
mangled could be found of the feventeen that had been mur- 
dcretl, it was fuppofed the favages had carried off the reft for 
food. 

'rHU vice-admiral, being fent in the Greyhound to exa- ■ 
mine the coaft, reported, that he ha%* flmiui tlia Terra del 
as inarked^in ihechaits, divided into lu* number of 
idaiids ; and thatliit was not at all nu'cAaiy io double the 
caj)c, ill order lu c'litcii the Sou/h St a ; but that they ought 
to leave it on the flfith, and cntei in oh tlie eaft, jVf-j bay of 
XtJ.iii palling into the ujjcii fca by the weft of the cape. He 
like wife gave it as his opinion, that there were fcicral paf- 
fages out ol the h.iy of A’liJ/uu into the Straights of l\Iagcl~ 
/.in. Till the lir.iv, of Le Hrrmite :\]moL\ all luivigatois had 
been of opinion, that it was eafy logo fiom the Straights ^ 
. rf Le "tlcure to Chth and Pent ; but that it was fcarccly pof- 
j iiolc to paib from them, by the fli eights, into the JVor/h 
J Scat beeanl'e, .naoiJing to llieii opinion, the toulh w'imls 
iioiiflaiilly i.i li^ofe fc*as. l^iit Lc J/rnnifa found 'it 
^,;,.^.*quitc diffci-cni, the hcqnent tcnipcfls fioni the 1101 ih-weft- 
tuniing and-by-weft 5 eadeniiy it iiKt)nipaiably more cafy to pafs 
from Chili and Peru imo ihe Nsrth S.\i, tlian it WMs‘lo leaeh 
thefe through the fcrcigli^ts fiom the iSoit/} S'\i. Thp winds 
thatiMgc here witli inoie violence than is know'ii'ili any oilier^ 
and inilccd with .1 fury altogether iit/xprciTible, 
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blow conftaptly from tlic weft, and may be reafonably fup- 
pofed to arife from wateiy exhalations. Such fhip'-, there- 
fore, as are bound wtfterlv, ought to avoid-tlVis eo.flt with 
a fcTupulous oti-dUon, keepinj m mucli as poifible td the 
fouth. . 
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m The ftrong^wefterly winds, ftill continuing, gave the ad- 
miral great uneafinefs, as they prevented his complying with 
his inftruftions from the frates to procccii directly to Juan 
Fernandez^ as foon as he had pafled the ftreights. A coun- 
cil was called, tliat a refolution might be taken as to a fit 
place for the rendezvous of the fleet in c.ife of being dif- 
perfed, or of wintering if thefe temfelh coiuinucd. A ma- 
jority were of opinion, that the mofl: prudent refolution 
would be to wait two montlis for better weather, ami to 
employ their iitmofl endeavours to double the cape, and get 
into the Soutii Sc'as, On the 8 th they ftrcrc in 61° ; on the . 

14th in 58* ; and on the i8th, 19th, and 20th, they had a 
fair and frcfli w>hd from the fouth-cafl. The ^'cather like- 
wife became warm, fo that, after all the tempeftuous blowy 
feafon thcy'had fuflained, they now began to imagine them- 
felves in another climate. On MarcLrhe 28 th they fliw the I'f Her- 
coafl of Chili lying eaft-fouth-eaft. The admiral, who was " 1 '^^ 
at this time confined to his beJ, being informed that they ^ 

were within a few leagues of the coaft of Chili, expreffed an 
eager defire to put into thepoitof Chi/ar; but at the fame 
lime d<^.4.ircd, lhat.it was contiary to his inftrurtions to 
toucli, bedne he entered upon action againfl the SfinniarJs 
in Peru. Tills detjjrmined him to makejthc heft: of his way PrejurU’ 
to the ifland of Ju<vi there to prepare tverj- tiom for a 

tiling ^''’ccirary foi annoying the oJ*tj^hirtls, attacking the 
galleons in the piJit of .-Irua in cafe they were there; and ''^*^** 
making themfelvcb mafters of that place, in orJei to extend 
their conquelh by the afliftance of the Indiaiu. On rlpril * 
the ill the vicc-adnii;al ^\as foued to keep his bed, and ap- 
peared to be fo much cxhaufled and worn out v.irh fatigue, 
tli.it the crews were under gicat aj^piebcnfion of loling hoth 
the admiral and him bdoie iIk vovage wi.^ at an end. V/hcif 
t!ie\ I’erHtitiflt'Z, eveiy ihip s company had 

orders to provide tliemfelvcs With as many chevaux de trife 
and palliftidoes as polhblc ; and tiie \icc admiral, 
foinewhat recoveieJ, lilitcd aij the aitiilciy in the fleet, 

r this rime five of the <camen, being conviv'b J of 
• bre iking intorfhe hold, and Healing i^oni thence Icvcial bar- 
relj of v'me, were tor that ollence condemned to be h.ingc!.., 
but pai ' )n.ed by the admiral, t.’n the 131b of :dl 

ihini'-b'inp in icadiiicfs for the ii tendc 1 attack, the fleet 
WLi-dicd from J.un Fernaul'z. As it was not pofiible to 
defer mi lie* ht)\v foon they might be obliged to eiitci upon 
ai‘Titv.i, the neee 0 ary inllriicikins were ddfributed to all tl:e 
captaiu':, and thf- fleet wH di. aed ro fail foi the, future in 
thice diviii-Jit . 0.1 "dij iliJ k'th they loo.v a l^rk oft llie 
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coaft of Peru, in which, belides the captain, tjl^iere were four' 
other Spaniards, and fix or feven negroes. From thefe the 
admiral w.is informed, that the phte-ileet had failed the pre« 
ceding Friday, being the third of that month, from CaUo for 
Panama, condAing only of five fail, two men of war 'and 
five merchantmen, richly laden. They were further in? 
formed, that the Spanijb adiniial was Aill at Calao, a fifth 
fhip of 800 tons and 40 brafs cannon ; with two patache$ 
of 14 guns each, with 40 or 50 merchantmen of no force. 
That all the fhipping was towed on fhore, and fecurej there 
by three ftrong batteries, with other ftone works mounted 
with upwards of 50 pieces of cannon, all ready prepared 
for the rec^Vion of the Dutch, of whofc ntotions they had 
early and certain intelligence. That the viceroy had formed 
a body of men amounting to 400, well armed ai\jd difei- 
plined ; but that latel^tr hearing of the near approach of the 
Hollanders, he immediately fummoned the whole force of 
Peru, fo that it was not doubted but he would be foon at the 
head of an army of fevcral thoufand men. Experience 
proved the truth of this information procured frQjm the Spa^ 
ni/b pvifoners, than which nothing coiWd be m(}il:*feafon'' 
able. A council W|'>s aflembled on board, and a refolution 
' taken to delay the littack no longer thair the next morning. 
As the admiral was abfolutely incapable of fatigue,' the vice» 
admiral, alfiAed by ^lis brother-in-law Cornelius ^f^cobfon, 
took the command. Befides the companies of foldicrs on 
board, it was thought necedary to have an equal number of 
feamen formed into companies, and headed by their own 
officers. As the boats were not fufficient to land the whole 
together, it was rcfolved that the foldicrs fhonld debark firif, 
and fortify themfdves by throwing up a breaft-work till 
^ihcy wcie joined by the feamen. 

^Fie attack May the loth, the vice-admiral, putting himfelf at the 
he-ad of ihe hnd forces, got into tht boats, and rowed for a 

Calao dc cbnfidevable time along the ftiorc, but without finding it 

X-inaa. po/Tible to hnd, though, if hfc could, there was a great ap- 
pearance of his being joined by the natives and negroes. The 
acimirrd ord«red that the Ci^eyhound yacht niiSt:.ld draw clofe * 
to the fhore, and proteA the boats, and cover t'lie landing 
by a perpetual fire ; but the Spaniards, aware of this, had 
thrown up a firong battery on the only part of the coaft 
where it was poiTible for a fhip to ride. The yacbjt was fooit 
uiffiblcd, ami this dcfign frufrrated ; nctfwithfianding'thja, 
iwo fomp-nnics, with twelve fhallops, armed with fmafican- 
non, beca;} at mi'dnight to rov/ direftly tcr^the fort of Livui, 
iiftvjRg Wbeard a great quantity of combi. ^ible matter, 

3 \ A-Wfo-. 
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^ A 6U& attack^ was at the fai^e Umc niade to the north of 
€pla 9 , to draw the Spamonis thither ; which had the efi^, 

* the fhallops entering tl^e port during the coofuiion the feint 
had occaiioned, and diftribyting their combuAibles among 
^ty fail of fliipping, thirty of which peri/hed. No fooner 
had the Spaniards difcovered the dehgti of the Dutch, than 
fiiey made a furious fire ; but tp lit^c purpofe, the /hallops 
(heltering themfelves behind the burning (hips, and firing 
from thence on the enemy with great luccefs. After thia 
aftion had continued with great obOinacy for federal hours, 
the Dutch, Slaving finilhed theiv bufinSfs, retired with the 
lofs of feven men killed, and x 5 wounded. The attempt 
was ex!tremely ^old, hardy, and well conduced ; but the 
confcquences by no means correfpoaded with its meric. No- 
thing coufd be gained from burning the Spanijb (hips ; ^lory 
was all the reward, and that to a p^urious Dutchman is oit 
lefs value than perhaps to any oth^ European, What in- 
creafed the difappointment was, that, after the (hips werd in 
a flame, they perceived, if they had carried hatchets with 
them, th^ cables might have been cut, and the whole fleet 
made^ize of with equal lofs to Spain, and with infinitely 
more advantage to Holland than empty nraife. The greatift 
lofs was fuflainedftin the admiral's (hfllop, with which he 
defperately attempted to board qpe of the pataches in the 
middle and hottclV of the enemy’s firc^ Early the next morn- 
ing nine of the burning (hips broke from their moorings, and 
fell down with a gentle breeze on the Dutch fqnadron, which 
obliged them to weigh with all polfible difpatch, and fereen 
themfelves behind the ifland of Lima, of which a captain’s 
command took pofleilioQ. Here the Dutch threw up flrong 
works, that they might fereen their (h.'illops then in a leaky 
and (battered condition. * 

After this mifearriage, a council, to deliberate on their 
future operations, was held. As their inftruflions direfled 
them, in cafe of any difappointmeut in a defeent, to apply 
their whole force to the dilhreiling the Spaniards, by taking 
their (hipping, this they refolded upon. In their inftruc- 
tions, ti]^ •zafon was given blocking up the port of 
Limn, and (lopping all commerce, viz, that by this means 
a trial Taould be made of the inclinations of the natives, and 
po.^bly a total revolution brought about. Prince Maurice 
had rec<yved, before the failing of their fleet, fome general 
, infcllig^ncif with^refpefb to the difafFeflion of all fo® 
in the Spani/b colonics, particularly in Pent ; this was the faifg%tei 
foupAiation of lhat article .of the inftruftions, which, admit- . 
rinrr it to b« tnu'. rh«' fleet had no opportunity of proving, etived it 
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either by the negroes or natives. The prwdeiu precaution 
of the viceroy rendered both the negroes an<r natives inca- 
pable of any attempt. They were immediately difarmed ; a 
body of Spaniards raifed ; all the works put into their hands ; 
a company of free negroes allemblcd, who were fo proud of 
their liberty, that they became the greatefl oppreflbrs of their 
own countrymen, and the moll zealous partifans of their old. 
ijiaftej^s ; pride, intereft, and gratitude, all co-operating to 
make them difeharge .the truA repofed in them with fidelity. 
As the whole fleet was not wanted to block up Calao^ Corne- 
lius Jacchfon, with four (hips, was ordered to qriiife to the 
fouth, and make as many prizes as poflibly he could. Here 
they appear tp have varied from the' fpirit <f their ^inftruc- 
tlons, whicl/ was, to attack and plunder Ulrica ; and this 
might eafily have been done, fuppofing it in the defencelefs 
Hate they believed in Holland \ after which they might have 
Arctched their conquefft to the ineftimablc mines of Potoji, 
where their acquifitions Vfould at once more than indemnify 
.the States and Prince Maurice for the expence of the fleet ; 
the greatefl: injury would have been done to Spain ^ the moft 
decilive blow ftrucic, and the failors fully recompefflijd for all 
the dangers and fatigues they had undci^onc. Whether it 
was that they foundf^nV^r in a different condition fiom what 
was believed in Holland^ well fortified, j^arrifoned, and fiip- 
plicd with every neceffir/ to render the defign of \\\^jputch 
iinpraflicable, we are not told in the journal of this voyage. 
Yet it is probable, that fonie fuch reafons detei red the admi- 
ral from the attempt, fiiicc we find by other accounts, that 
tills was the flate of HrUii a few years after, and that neither 
of the Dutch aduiiralh had liithei to afforded any handle to 
impeach their courage. As im' Pdtoji^ there were certainly 
j-ooo Sp, ini.tr Js aflembled there capable of bcaiing arms, 
foon after the attempt ou Calao. Tlius all the line piojerts 
formed in Holland^ of rich and extcniivc conqnells in Indut, 
appe;jrcd*'to the admiials, upon trial, to be wild chimicias, 
romantic dit:ams, founded upon an imperfeft intelligence, 
and falfc cftimaie of thfir Qwn and their enemies flreiigth. 
Among ourf elves, we have of late f italiy expeiienccd many 
Jiinilar inflances. • 

May the 14th failed with hjs diiifion to cruife 

off La Nufcii^ Pijio, and the coalh fouth of Lima. Dufirig 
fits ^bfence, tlic vice-admiral converted two of tlie prizes 
into flrc-fliipp, determining, if pofliblc, to deflroy rt'.e gallcson 
l3ring in tl;e harbour, and at the fame tinfo to feizc on th^ 
town of Cuiaguily either by force or ftrat-igem, which ho 
heard \vjX5"a place of no coufidcrable flungth.. H”th at- 
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tempts mifcarr^d ; the town was found to be well fortified,, /fm 
and garrifoned. As to the fire-(hip, file was carried into tem^ t 9 
the harbour, filled with 2000 weight of powder, fire-works, ^rn the 
and (hells, and brought with great danger within a Ihort 
difiance of the galleon, when it was perceived that the whole/*'*^'’^'^ 
project was frufirated by a bank of earth that feparated the' 
galleon and fire-ihip. The Dutch tfien retired with great 
precipitation to their own fleet, amidft (howers of (hot that 
came pouring down among them, but happily with no 
efledi. 

On June tlje 2d Jaques Le Hcrmite, dfimiral of the fleet, Jaques Le 
expired in the port of Calao de Lima, after a long illnefs, Hermite 
which hqjjore wi#h the courage of a foldicr and%he refigna- 
tion of a Chrlflinn. Ills (icknefs and death have undoubt- 
edly been tl/e caufc of numberlefs mifearriages in the expedi- 
tion. hr him the States repofed thej^chlef confidence, and 
the bad (late of his health prevented his exerting himfelf in 
the manner his own honour, fpirit, and courage, diflated, 
find that was expci^lcd in Holland from his known reputatlont 
, The vice- ad mil al fuflered his flag to remain flying in the 

the cnejny might have no notice of Le Hermiie*& 
death. N^jtt day he was buried on the ifland of Lima with 
great decency, and all the pomp their ci|cum(lances would 
permit. All the prizes were adorned ^ith (freamers and flags ; 
in orde<y. to deceive, the guns were firm'd over the admiral, 
as on rejoicings for their liucefs in the South Sea, After this, 
a (eeond attempt wa'? made to (ire the galleon, but to as 
little pnrpofe as the foicgoing. The fire-(hip navigated by 
the fupercargo of a Dutih (hip entered the harbour boldly, 

.and, finding that the galleon rode in a bafon every way de- 
fended, the Dutchnan endeavoured to efcape ; but the enemy 
filed upon him fo brifkly, that, forced to let fire to the train,* 
the fiie-fhi^f blew up with a dreadful cxplofion, but no da- 
mage to the enemy, and lie retreated in the (hallog to the 
fleet. Such was the end of this enterprife, which coft theiTi 
much labour, danger, and mqpcy. 

Jum: the 13th \\\c SJaniflo prifoners reprefenting, that the 
-viceroy was djj^nofed to treat for their ranfom, it was deter- 
mined t«> .I'iflke him the overture.* In confequcnce whereof, 
an ofrK.er with a flag of truce was fent in ti fmall veCTel op 
(hoiv. of the arrival of the Dutch being carried to 

the ^ iccroy, he gave orders that the fcamen in the vcllcl 
ihoukl lia<^‘ sheir hands lied, and their eyes covered, while 
the fliallop remalitdJ on fliore, and that the oIHcer (hould 
be condiu^ed to Wim in the fame manner. In t(jc evening 
’the feamcQ were fet at liberty, and all imaginable pails taken 
' ' e 7 tci 
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to engiige them in the S§^nijh fervice, whi#h tlysy jill to ^ 
mao reje^cd with fcorn. After this, the viceroy' gave this 
anfwer to the Dutch admiral’s propi^al : Thi^t he had no- 
thing befides pov^der and ball at his fervice; that i:^e would 
enter into no negotiation or treaty pf any kind with hint; 
that he would not random the prifoners any price what^- 
evcr ; and that if any of the Dutch (hould hereafter, up'SQ 
any pretence, or under any pretext, enter the port of Cako 
with a flag of truce, he would have them inflantly hanged up 
with the dag abou;. their necks, i}nc,e he could not hut cAeem 
them as traitors tp their kihg, enemies to theif country, tp 
the laws of nations, of mature, and of^hpnour. 'Wheq * 
this anfwc/was reported to the council of war, tMIJf refolved 
to hang up all their prifoners, giving the follo^ng reafons 
for fo inhuman a proceeding : they were great!) ifraitened 
for provifions, and hilJ hard^ any water left ; it was there- 
fore impodible to keep the prifpners, and, if they did* np 
ranfom could be expected. On the other hand, to fet them 
at liberty was equally againA the laws of prudence and of 
war, dace it would only ferve to expofe their \^«}akners, and 
render thpm the fcorn and derifion of * their enepala ; weak 
firgu^eots indeed /"o combat the feelings of t|ie heart, and 
that compaflion which every generous kreaA owes to the un- 
TArDutch fortunate. On the 15K1, in the morning, this cruel refolu- 
bang up tion was put in exeludon, with a barbarity that jifliitly ren- 
ders them infamous to poAcrity, and which can hardly be 
paralleled in hiAory, excepting by the (hocking affair of 
Amboyna, Certain we are, that no people pretending to ci-. ■ 
vUli;ed manners, and the ChriAian religion, ever difgraced 
both by a more jdagrant inAance of a rude, favage, and* 

« callous heart, dead to all the warmer and nobler feelings 
of the mind ! 'j'wenty-one Spaniards were a^^-aily hanged 
up at the }ifd-arm of the mizen-maA of the admiral, in 
the iigh: pf indnite number of people on the thore, and 
amid A the brutal Infults of the failors on board. Three old 
men were lent in a bark to Qt/ao, with a melfage to the vice- 
roy, importing, that as tney had no quarter to cxpe^l: from 
him* they were determiuai to give none to ftch^s fell into 
thqr hands ; that therefore he ought to eAcem this adlion as. . 
the necelTary cpnfequence of his own brutal condufl*. 

the n^n time returned from his criilfe. His 


fdlthi 

Spanilh 

Prifolters. 
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Acuity and danger. Marching within muf]uct-rac?t of tlw~» 
. town, he found it regularly forrific'J, witj^ a ‘ 


-‘Vall round it of 

\ rr. - 
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Mquifite for a loog and obAmate defence. In tbefe ci^cum* 
fiances JacobJbn was under the neo^ty of tl^rowdng i)p a;i 
intreachment for his own fecurity^ and, infiead Ifiyipg 
to the garifon, was under the greatefi apprehenfion of being 
furrounded and cut off by it. Undci^ cover of the night hf 
Fftreated to his (hips, with the lofs of five men hilled', fix* 
teen wounded, and thirteen deferters, happy that he got ofT 
fo cheaply. Hitherto there never had been a more difeftrout 
expedition undertaken with lb potent an^mament. It be- 
gun with misfortunes, which continued in one uninterrupted 
* chain till the de^h of the admiral, which w^ld feem to 
crown tHBHnifhaps of this unfortunate voyage.^ 

Before the refolution was formed of failing for Chili, a 
gunner hanged at the yard-arm in fight of the whole 
ilect, for endeavouring to defert. ¥rom the intelligeocp 
they received of the condition of ChiH, they had reafon to 
promife themfelves a happier KTue to their enterprize than fq 
unlucky a beginning feemed to forebode. The natives hac) 

' now been Im arms againfi the Spaniards for more than thirty 
years. •Tlvey had triken the city and port of Baldivia, which 
they kept, • The Chilians were at that tirie the moft warlike Tlijlim 
nation of America, different in manners, ’cufioms, and go- 
vernment, from the reft. Their ho#fe efpedally were excel- ^ 
lent, JiJid greatly fuperior to the Spa/HJb, The ufual me- 
thod with them was to raife an army of 3 or 4000 men, 
lay wafte the country, block up the fortrefles, ftarve the ga* I 
rifbns, And harafs the encampments of their enemies. Their 
perfeverance was equal to their courage ; and their ad ivity 
- 'could be exceeded by nothing but their caution. Willingly, 
if we may pay any credit to the biftorians of thofe countries,* 
would the Spaniards have abandoned ; but they dreaded 
the lofs of Peru. The brave Chilians, they were feufible, ^ 
could not^njoy their own liberty, without giving fi jedom to 
their neighbours; and their i*efcntmcnt was direded agaiaft 
tyranny, not againft the SpaniSrds^ if their condud had not 
readered them the fame objed. 

As to thf^f^i/iiards, they had dor many years contented Cerj 
themfelves with recruiting their exhaufted forces by frelli 
fuppHcs of tranfported malefadors. A little before the ar- niarda in 
rival of the Dutsh, they had augmented the garifons by a fnp- 
ply of regulars from Buenos Ayres. Hence a new mifehief 
arofe; thcTe people finding themfelves ill-treated, and the 
fervicc hard, mutinied, and difpoflefTcd their officers of the 
command. Thus all things were thrown into conftiijon ; no 
pOc acknowI<'‘:,cd a, fuperior, and the army was divided into 
" little 
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little bodies, acknowleging no other authority than that of^ 
the viceroy, which no one was hardy enough to difpute. In 
this iituation were things when the Dutch admiral received 
the laft intelligence. CircumAances fuch as thefc naturally 
infpired him with hopes of being able to draw an advantage 
Expeffa- from them. Tlie appjgarance of the Dutch fleet off thecoaA, 
tiens of the was not doubted, would give many difcontented perfons ka 
Dutch, opportunity of declaring themfelves, revenging their injuries, 
and eftablilhing their power, it would at leaft, they all agreed, 
bring over a confldpable body of the natives. But after the 
rcfolution of quitting Lima had been formed, the admiral 
found it necefary to wait tor the Hope and MiUirice, then on a 
cruife, to prevent their falling into the enemies ha««Is. Du- 
*Thefcurn)yi\n^ this ftay, the feurvy raged fo extremely in -^he whole 
tnakes ter- cfpecially the four fliips returned from the c. ^ize under 
ril>/e ha- jacoh/oUf that fcarce h ands fufficient to navigate them were 
left. Thus, nolwithftanding their late great hopes, affiirs 
’ now grew worfc, and tended almoft to defpair. One day, 
however, a Swi/s, who was likewife infefted, took it into 
his head to climb to the very fiimmit of the hjgh'eA hill in 
Lima, Here he met with great plenty m a fpccics rf herb- 
age he had been acquainted with in his own country ; of 
which eating heardly for fomc days, hcifoon recovered. This, 
as foon as known, indjjced the other Teamen to make the 
experiment, and parities were every day fent out tcrurnifli 
the fleet with the falutary vegetable. The effctAs anfwered 
ihcir warmeft wiflics, and every feaman in the fleet was, in 
the fpace of a few days, reftored to peifeft health. » 

Jntelli- July the i8th, two SpaniJI} deferters fvom Calao, who 
geticerc- having murdered the captain of tjic horfc in a fray- ■ 

ceivid about a woman, took fanfjtuary with the Dutch, gave the 

from de- .admiral all the intelligence he could defire concerning the 
farters. of that town. Their report was fuch as ferved to con- 

vince th'^ DtiUh how imperfect weie all the adviqes received 
in Europe, and how impracticable their attempts would be. 
The town, they reported, was completely fortilicd ; the 
walls mounted with eighty pieces of cannon ; a ftrong fliip 
in the harbour; forty conjpanic? of foot withi lowii, iix- 
tcen troops of horfl% bcfides fevcral bodies of militia em- 
ployed to defend the watering-places, in cafe the Dutch 
ihould attempt to land. They allb icportcd, that the Mau- 
rice and 'Hope had taken four fliips near the iflapd of Puna, 
had burnt the town of Guiaquil, with tluj royal g.iUeoir upyii 
the flocks there. 


FROMfltlv.s time to the 29th, they were' engaged in conti- 
nual ikiriailhes with the Spaniards, who aiiacJ-jed them vigo- 
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roufly. They were eocotiragsd to continue .chetr infult^ hjf ‘Sh'rmij^s 
.obfeijvlog that the DutcJ^, who were preparing to fail hr 
Chilif were extr^ely faving of their ammunition ; but three 
or four warm receptions their viilts met with made them foon niards. 
aker their opinion. 

August the 5 th, the vice-admiral, agreeable to the pa- 
tent from Prince Mauriir, was invefted with the authority 
aad dignity of admiral, on board th^ Drift, where he re- 
ceived the oath of fidelity from the fleet, the (hip's com- 
pany that lay nearefi going on board firfi . He was fuccceded 
as vice-admiral by the rear-admiral, and his place filled up 
again by Cornelius Jacobfon, who left HWand in quality of 
• counfellor to the admiral. In the evening the admiral, at- 
tcjided bjhfhe (hi^ops of the whole fleet, failcSii^owards the 
(hip Oran^. to receive the oath from the crew, and the other 
fliips thac^ near her. This the Spaniards obferving, at- 
tacked tilC^allops in their pafl^e, t^^t were repulfcd by the 
vigorous refiftancc of the Dutch. 

A FEW days afterwards the vice-admiral returned with 
the Jl'ifluricc and Nopf to Lima. I’he account he gave of his 
. proceedings was, that he had found three fhips in the road 
of Pun^ two of w^ich he burnt, anil the third brought 
along withjhim ; that he run up the river as far as the town 
of 6 w/tZ( 7 w 7 ,‘ which, contrary to cxpcftatjim, he found well- • 
fortified and garifoned. Notwithlhinding tliis, he determined The vice- 
to ma^ a defeent, which lie eftl-dleU wjth ibc lols of thirty admral 
men, and then attacked the town. At lijfl his foldicrs, op- 
picned \\jith numbers, began to fall b.uk in i!ilo:dcr; but 'I'**;" 

Sthutie, their oflicir, dcHring them to refleft, that ’ 

nothing but victory could preferve them, their countrymen, 

. and the fhips, they made lo furious an afiault, that the Spa- 
niards, in their turn, wefe put in confullon, the town en- 
tcreJ and plundered, and abo\c one hundred of the cnem;^ 
killed on t’Aefpor. In the warehoufes he found a great deal 
of rich merchandize; but being unable to carry it off, or to # , 
gariCon tife place, he burnt both, and retired to Tiib fliips, 
with feveiitcen psifoners. TJiefe he foon after threw into 
the lift, having difcovcicd a confpiracy they had formed 
"againfl him^ Putting to fca, he met with contrary wnnds, ^ ^ * 

W'hich dio^enim as far as which place he would havc*^^^* 

attempted, but the wind fliif ting again rendered it impoflible. 

After which, with great difficulty, he rejoined the fleet. 

This junction being elFeiSled, the whole fleet was under fail 
on Auf^tpi vhe Mih, arriving the fame evening with their 
-'prizes at the PiftSdlores, under one of which iflands they an- 
^ho>c4. Atw*- watering here, they (leered for Puna. When 

I the 
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the fleit came e^ithift fight i>f tlMitflaiid ^ 'Stnfd Clara, the 
admiral feat three fhaltopd \6 edqaaiat the f^diaHs ndth his«- 
approach, toafTure them of proteflioa eiid liberty, end to 
g^in what intelligence they could of the fituatioa thinga 
at Guiaquil, which it was determined to revifit. 

In the morning of the the whole fleet came lo an 
anchor in the road Of the idand Of Puna, where the fhal»' 
lops had arrived a few hours before ; in which time they 
made themfclves madtrs of a little bark laden with merchaii- 
dize. The large fhips being here Cafed of their guhs, in 
Ajleoni order to be careened, the lefler vefliels were fent to make a fe- 
aUfmpton attempt on Gdiaquil, where they were repulfedwith the 

miicarriage was owing to the inadvef- ' 
^ ’ tency of (ot^ of the officers, ahd the raltinefs ofiajlie cbm^ 

mon foldiers, who, after their late fuccefs, imagiA^ the Spa- 
niards durft not venture to face them. It was ir«- ?ed a very 
unneceflTary and imprudent expedition ; the town nad been 
lately fet on fire, the warehoufes dedroyed, and little could 
be expcftecl if they fucceeded; nothing truly fufficient to 
compeiifnte the hazard of the attempt. Captain SchutU, that 
brave officer, whofe fpirited conduA had been tjje caufe of 
the former fuccefs^ had received a (hot iivihc (houldcr.^ which, 
however, did not make him difeontinue encouraging his men. 
It was indeed extiaordinary, that an cc^ual force with that 
which had taken it, wlv^n the fortifications were complete, 
the garifon neither Icdencd by (laughter, nor difpirit*d by a 
defeat, fhoukl not now fuccecd againft a place burnt, ruin- 
ous, and half the garifon killed. But this was att/>buted t6 
the unequal abilities of the officers. Schutie was no in an 
inferior datioti, and Captain Emerfon, a man in capacity by 
no means his equal, had the chief command. The foldicrs, • 
who ever fight with courage under a brave officer, foon per- 
ceived the difference between the commanders ; and, as if 
they would confirm their opinion by experience, fufiered 
thcmfelves to be fhamcfully defeated by the remnint of that 
garifon they had fo lately difeomfited. 

September the 9th, in a/ull council,* it was determined 
to lay afide their intended defeent on Chili, and to bear away 
for Acapulca, as their inftruftions dircifted, th^-.^sjo cruife for 
the Manila fliip. If aftenvards the condition of the fleet 
.would permit, they were to return to Chili. In purfuance of 
this reiblution, they fet fire to the town of Puna ; after 
which they departed, bending their courfe for the Gola^ 
pngos. 

On the 28th of September the fleet arrived before the har- 
' bottr of Acapulco, where the admiral fell upon a flratagenv 

' which 
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ni^liidh he hoped m^ld procmw htm ieteUigence of *tfae il&- 
. nik (hip» and the time fhe was expeffed to arrive. He feat 
a to tfae^ governor, importing that he had made a 

great number of prizes in the South Sess, on board of vbliich 
ware fome perTons of diftinfHon, now his prifoners, whom he 
would fet at liberty, in cohflderation of areafonable ranfom, 
as he propofed to proceed to the E^fi ituEot, He therefore 
doHred that an officer might be {hnt*on board his fleet, to 
treat with him ; for whom fecurlty he was ready to fend an- 
other as a pledge for his return. To this meflage the go- 
vernor anfwered, that he neither w^oufllv give or receive hof- 
- tages ; but if itlie admiral had any fuch {^ifoners, and would 

• fend them on fliore, he fliould faithfully be paid the ranfom. 

Thus tha^i^iralf fcheme was diflippointed, the treaty 
broke oE 

It was r^folved to cruife about the coafl for the Aca- 
puka and, to prevent her palling unnoticed, the fleet 
was ordered to extend itfelf in as long a line, and take in as 
great a compafs of the ocean as poffible. But after fpending ^hefieei 
fweraJLjyeeks, the admiral was corrpelled by the crazy condi-*A'^y* 
,tion of the fleet to bear away at length to the Indies ^ 

without oie^ing hi3*^rpore. ” 

On the 5 lh of March following the admiral arrived at the 
Moluccas, w'here, after concerting meafures With the governors > 

of the diflerent fcttlements, he left his^ fleet to be employed in 
the fersipe of the Eajl India company, and make conquclb 
there : himfelf raking his paflage to Europe in a homeward- 
bound flii^ on board of which he died. 

In ^ manner ended the celebrated and much-talked ok' Ref elUons 
,«cpcdition of the Najfau fleet ; a fleet fo powerful as to raife on this 
the hopes of all men, and fo unfuccefsful as only to difappoint voyagt. 
them. Hence it appears tAat neither uiifui'clecn untoward 
ticcidents, nor want of force, but want of condudl, fruftraicd* 
the great vi«iws of the States and Prince Maurice. Wc may 
conclude likewife from hcncc, that however able andjexpedi- 
tious the nollandcrs might be in equipping a fquadron, yet 
that they were certainly infcrioii to us in the knowlegc of m.i- 
ritime ffiirs. To their fladtholdcr they owed the fpirit and 
ciacrltv"wfth w h ich fuch fchemes were undertaken ; but to 
him alfo thefowed the mifearriages confequent on a wrong 
thoice of naval officers. The enterprizes of private mer- 
.chants were generally fuccefsful, becaiife, in thefe, officers 
were preferred for their merit, not by ihtereft. Of this the 
txpeditioHrdf Schouten is a pregnant inflance, which, tho’ fup- 
jiOried by a few proprietors only, W’as attended with a felicity 
thjit pcrfeftly tfwfltcs the neccliity of having merit, the foie 

* * \ guide 
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gttide to preferment in enterprises of fuch a nature. Had' 
Jaqties Le Hermite enpyed a found flateof health, jt is pro*, 
bable that many of the unfortunate occurrciTces of this voy- 
age MTOuld never have happened ; but iirft his long illnefs 
paved the way for mifcondudt, and his death laid it open to 
every kind of mifmandgement. The intention of the voyage 
was laudable, and thefeheme well calculated to diArefs the 
Spaniards j and promdte jiie trade of the United Provincea ; 
but the means were erroneous, and moA of the inihumciits 
injudicioully chofen for the execution of fuch a trull. To 
purfue right ends by \vrong meafurcs is really more prejudi- 
cial to a Hate than^the abroliitc neglefl of them. The one 
makes the end*, lull into eternal dilrepute with the people ; • 
tlie other oA’afions only a temporary fufpehAoii of^lie endea- 
vours to attain them. Sir IVilliam Monfon, ai>»^ it^dent judge 
of naval affairs, obferves indeed, that the of things 

in the Spanijb IVeJi busies was greatly altered from^./hat they 
had been when Drakcy Candt/b, and SpiWergeny undertook 
their voyages ; but then it may be fiid, that the liift Hep 
which ought to have been taken was the obtaining un{|«-ubted 
intelligence of all the circumHances of change and |,’,arLition.. 
Without this no fuccefs could reafonajd'y be cx^pcaJked ; and 
fo capital an error can never be pleaded as a fonjclent excufe 
' for their mifearrfege. Admitting, however, that the Spa- 
niards were fortified ig a different manner from what they 
had been when the former expeditions were iindcrtal;,vn ; yet 
Hill their Hrengih was infuffieient to oppofc and cvcry-wlicic 
batfle fo potent an armament, had it been prope.vJy conduc- 
ted and diredted. At Cuiaquil, half the number iMdcr one 
officer took the place well-fortified, which twice me force* 
under another officer failed of taking, when thefc fortifica- 
tions were ruinous. After the death of the admiral, all their 
proje«Hs were unfleady, wild, and ideal. The refolution 01 
going from Puna to Acapulco, and then returning to Chili,^ 
was ab/'iird ; betraying equally their ignorance cf navigation 
and the firil principles of war. 

Bu t the circumHances of. this voyage, which demand our 
grcatcH attention, are, the extraordinary care taken of the 
Sect in the Eajl Indies, and that it was not cpjoineu lo 1 etui a 
by the Streights of Magellan, The lirfl point? out the great 
harmony and famenefs of intcrell between the Hates and the.. 
India company, the fhips of the former being employed,'" 
without any particular pcrmlffion in the fcrviceof the latter. 
The fecond is the clcarcH proof that the Hate 3 gvreraJ of the 
U'v.ted Provinces did not intend that iheti exclufive chartci 

/«</fa company fhould prevent otU.-;-.C.‘.p:. irom cn^r-' 
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ing rhe ^outh Seas, or c\'en to the Eafl Indies, upon their 
lawful occaHons, and without prejudice to the India com- 
pany’s trade. Had it been otherwife, this fleet would, by 
their infl;ru6lions, have been diredbed to return by the Streights 
of Magellan. At that time it was prefumed tliere was no 
palling from the fouih to the north feas by the Streights of 
Le Mtiire ; and this voyage it was that fliewcd the fallaciouf- 
jftfs of that opinion ; as indeed daily experience does ol many 
fpeculative points in navigation. ^ 

To conclude ; there 'breathes a Ipyit of freedom and re- 
publican boldnefs in the narrative of liijs voyage, which we 
cannot but admire. Some countries the/(;arc where liberty 
is as much the cry, as in Holland ; yet had aii^w iter cenfured 
the cOrrSft of commanders, and laid open thScaufes of a 
mifeaniap^JM^ the fame freedom our journalifl has done, 
his labou’tSkroii^ have been conflrued into an afli-ont to the 
adminifli^tion, and refented, if not^lrcated, asa libel. Cer- 
tain, however, it is, that, in fuch countries, one mifcsirriage 
or hlfc ftep begets another, going on in progreflion till 
cith^*thc conftitiition is altered, or the flare undone ; mif- 
chiels which delcrve to be harlhly treated, to have the 
public flufed agai»r^ them, and to be belter guarded againft 
than any inconvenieneies flowing from the .free animadvcrlions, 
the acrimony and cv'“n the lalh of liberty, and the freedom of 
the prefs. Errors can never be corr^flcd, where it is penal to 
difeovs- them ; nor is it poflibic that, fufpicion lliuulJ be 
avoided, whcie inquiry and ferulinyare difeouraged. In the 
inrtance !ii»rfoie us, it w'as not only the total lofs of the im- 
inenfi;^um this expedition coft, but of their hopes alfo, of 
that fj^irit which had been raifed of indemnifying thcmfclvcs 
fiom ihe expcnecsof aconfuming continental war by a proper 
application of their marine in the Spanifh JVefl Indies, that 
difappoiiitcd the people. The negleft of this incurred fuel: 
a load of debt, that nothing could have foved the ftate, but 
the altcr^on of the government, the fufpenlion of jhefladt- 
holdcrlhlp, and the frugal and wife adminiftration of the De 
ll 'tttes. , ^fTRTrepublic, without this, imift have funk under 
TCS^ption, and perhaps tyranny,' after her long and glorious 
'flru^* for jjberty. She mutt have become the flave of a ci- 
tizen, who, for a fericsof years, had refitted the defpotifm of 
the inoft potent and haughty monarch of Europe ; and flie 
jnutt have lolf her power, her grandeur, and freedom at 
home, after having bid the bafisof a great empire in the moft 
(^ittalifftjunlfies of the earth, 
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Containing the hirth and education of Dampier 5 the 
•variety of feenes he pajfed through before be wholty 
applied himfelf to the Jea ; bis engagements with the 
buccaneers \ their Wefolution to crutfe in the South 
Seas; tbetr arrival at the Gallapagos; Dampier’j 
account of the torf tfei the dejeent of the buccaneers 
on the Spaniflv,;'^# 5 Dampier* J projeR for efia- 
blifhing a fef\\ment on the ijlhmtis of Darien ; the 
buccaneei^X take the city Leon and ganta Pec^gue. 
Dampier’j fiheme for fettling in the Pljjt'gJ^es ; an 
account of the Pilcadores iftands 5 aji^i f.f:Jufion of 
the voyage round Qae world. 

j A r T E K this expedition of the Nnjfnu fleet there is a wide 

thatm in chal'm iti ihc hifloiy of the circiiinnavigatois. ^4ifany 

the hilion voyages had been made on atcount of the Knghjl^ a->a Dutch 
e/thedr- companies to the £<f// ; but thcfif'weie perfe'ii'ncd by 
tuwian.'i‘ the route direoverej by the Portuguefe round <hc Ca^e of 
gaton. Good Hofic. ScverSl exixiditions were lijjew’ife undertaken to 
the IPcJi Indies; l)Ut allfhtfe terminated on the north lidc of 
the St/ fight s of Mt/^^llati, Le Ma/rCf and Cipc TIzn/y The 
fiifi circuit M'liieh \\c fimi alter this of Le Hc/'miic is that of 
Captain f-’itptaiii our countryman, who, fioin / failed 

Cowlcy’j round Cape J I or ti up xh/t Spanijh continent, aribca'iat the 
voyage the Oallt/pogos, from thence at f/wrt?;?,'' proceeded to 67>///,‘;, then 
fame v,ith to Bo/ /ico, aud at Lift to liatavuiy wlicre he quitted ,’lis fliip, 
Darn- ancl took palTagc to Europe in a homeward-bound Dutchr.a/j. 
I’lcT/. voyage contains nothing very entertaining n remark- 

able, we fliall pafs it over, to give an account of Da/iipicr's 
\oyage rf lund the woi Id ; wlu), as he was one of l(|.e bell Tea- 
men of hii time, had a paiticular talent at rehckrl-ig his 
journals agicvablc and inieiclVng. Wc 1.^* J VJ.-Qtiy men- 
tioned liiin a') one of tlu d^iko\ crers of the Sou them’ Lbii el- 
rent; at preleni we aie to l}x:ak of hiin as .v/jKumnaviga* 
tor, although this \o\agc rarnilhed him with the firll hints 
and materials for tlic expeditum he aftctwaids undertook to 
A'm Cuuuy and Ntw Ifolland 

* The w!:oJe account of this voyage is extrLflcJi*- from the 
full volume at Dump itr i works \ to which w'it re-r r the reader: '' v.. 
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Dam PIEROS chiirafter has been varioiifly rcprtfented, ac- Qhara^er 
cording to thfe different notions ente; t i':ied by men guided of Dam- 
rather by their paflions and prejudices than by truth. His P*cr'/ 
Woj|cs appeared under great difadvantages ^ they were pub- 
lifhed in detached pieces, without method or order; WiOte 
without the elegance of the Ichobr ; obfeure in fome placed, 
f rolix in others, and every-where filTed with promifes of giv- 
ing the woi Id more accurate and e^licit accounts. This na- 
turally funk the reput^ion of the E^k, and of the author ; 
yet, under all ihcfe difadvantages, Ste voyages of Dumpier 
will always cntertaiiiing and iifeful iJi^the judicious and 
thinking reader. 

CArtfiiN U'iiliam Dumpier was defeended raT genteel pa- Bi.fh avJ 
rents in tlr\ 3 ^ity of Somerfet^ where he was born .V. 1652. ///■*//'/'"» 
During t?^^tif<%f his parents he had fuch an education as 
was tho<^ht nt^effiiry to Hr him foi%'i trade ; but lofing fa- 
ther and mother at a very ciily age, his guardians finding 
hiin^f a roving difpofition, much inclined to the lea, le- 
fol\5jfll^o comply with his hi'inour. A. i6f)y, at tlie age of 
17, h^^w bound to the m.iffci of a fbip at IVcyrmiithy with 
whom Ik made a ^ejtling vo)..ge to t runic. '1 he following 
year he wc^t to IWw/'jiuuUnn I ; but, pinJicd uiih the feve- 
rityof the climate, he returned to his fi*‘iid3, much coolcif <i' 
of that ard(ji he ii. v? fli' wn foi tlm t- 1/t.iri'ig ol an out- 
ward-<b>und /’.<// /••'//.’ f!iliili«>m llic T/aiz/.’/j-, hi; iosniei ca- 
gernefi lec’ r-^l nju.i, lilm, and lie ilt out lor Lnukn, en- 
tered hinj'.j'l^'^ri hoaid the j A i an i .tiisrti a a*, a founiaff- 
man, in Ijer made a 'oyage to Ituhinm in the Il'.ind of 
■ JuvT^hy whkh iie aeq'iiicd g'.eat improvement .iiid expe- 
'ienee.V Aft<:: In'! uimn, lie v..i:^;s.d h'mfell, i<'>7 2, on 
board cun mauled by thatb'-.vc oilieei Sii^ 

7V/a'fO*/ aiul v. asin f\\o engagement ; tint fnmmn 
againd ib.t I!c ic’d fek bcfo:e tbe ilii'.d battle, in 

uliieh Sliy-ff/u' irJ fell ; being pi.t on board an hoq^r.-I-lbip, ^ 
he wa^ ii^ im-re than a f|ic\ b.Lur. lie llji-'g ruler tins at lii ; 
brothel’s b'.c.dt,' 4 ’'*.*mei f/i/'uk, a geiillenuii ol a Luge e'l -..e 
peifii.fded him to .-cetpt of live maivg-.mcat of 
Wtfpiai With lln‘;\ie\/ Imweiil to 'inmnun in die //V 

fpring o.*’ tne year wneu ho relided above a )«.ar; bn» f,..ui.i\ 't 

^liffiking his Hrnation, engaged hijufelf aino.ig iht logwood '/cr 
^oiLters, at the peifuafion ot C’lptain Uoufd. Ih rmbaikcd 'y*'"**^ 
for CumPcufhv in Aiiuull 167 ", and r.|'.plicd himklf diligmtly 
to hisa;iK,JT'’>yH!ent for the I'parc ot a year; \.iKn, alter fiif- 
.‘.fiiriiig a variety o/^hardfliips, he returned with great dilli- 
cuUy ffe foon rdter returned to Cc^nleuJ''^ 

^ttcT provided for the bulincfa, refidcd feme ihnt tb^v, ae- 

(J g 2 tpiSiajad 
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he entm qua'mtcd himfelf perfed^ly with the manner of cutting and 
upon the trading in logwood, which enabled him to form fame pro- 
ittfinefs of jefts for the advancement of his fortune. 
h^vood- Campeacfjy it was that he introduced himfelf to the 

quaintance of the Buccaneers, and acquired the firft notion 
Qzm- ^ ^ ^ which he w;'»s afterwards engaged, and of which, 
peachy. certain, he lived to be very much alhamed. Hence we 
^ may account for his paflin«'Ovcr in lilenr»many circumftances 

in his firAvo3'age ruuiy'^the world, wliich we find mentioned 
by Captain Cowley f he accounts given of thofc two cir- 
cumnavigators arp *./ faff but the journals of the -fame voyage, 
wiittcn by ^'^i-rent perfons. Dampier mjde his lirft tour 
round the globe with Co wley ; but as his journal hirbj Viriich 
the moft entertaining, we have given it the pr^j^rib^. Dam- 
pier arrived in England in 1678, and the y^.r ^ti^owing fet 
out for ftumun, with<<i'ntention to follow the logwood cut- 
ting and trading in the huy oiCamPeuchy. This refolutinn 
Ih tnun he changed for that of purchafing a fmall eftate ; foon j’.ftcr 
nviib Cap- M'hich lie engaged with Coxon, HaivhinSy and Sharpe^ 
tain cancers, with whom he went upon an expediti^T> /vo Porto 
Cooke. Bello. It would engrofs too much of time to iwdte the 
and pn- various tranfa^fion^ through which he pafled as a buccaneer ; 

fufficient it is th.it the refolution %vas at ^ngth taken of mak- 
woiaL ^ voyage into the SrMh Seas, which it was not doubted 

rou^idthe would fufficicntly rt^iair their fortunes, (battered andni oken 
■world. with difappointnicnts. Captain Cooke ^vas projeftor ok 
* this enterpiize, to which Dampier and others re.uiii»;i acceded. 
In this VO) age it was that Cowley afted in quality of 'inafler, 
although the true intention of the expedition was co^ccalt d 
from him. A Ficnch prize they h?d made was cqui;^ed for 
.■this voyage. They inoiiiited her, according to Cowiey, with^ 
eight pieces of cannon ; but Dampier, with more probability,* 
fays with 18; it being unrcafonable to fuppofc that, with 
eight gteat guns onl\. they would undertake arl(^ expedition 
of hazird to the South Seas. 1 hefc t vo officers clTifler no 
lefsin the nuinbn of the han<?5 on boaiu ; 'iuc j'i<^ calling it 
52, Init the latter afliiining the crew amounted to /o'didir 
budit-d men. Such was <,^h€ force with wli k- j^they laTicTl 
fom jdckamack in Virginia on the 23d oi Angttft, A. 1683,. 
Heeling direffly for the Cape de Venl illands. Here they fiaiti 
fome time, whicli gave Dtuvpier an oppoi tunity of examii-^' 
ing the illands with accuracy, and giving a minute and exa^ 
dclbipricin of them. From hence t|icy freertfd to the 
Streights of Magellan, firlf touching' on ^.e ’.oaft of Cuinept'- 
at the montli of Serh}oughnv{:Y, where thehr.wA*.' au EngSfi . 
fadloi/, fouth of i/cT/a ZtWM. On 
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made the three iflands of DeWeert, in 51® 25' fonth luii- 
tude, where ^ampler prevailed on the captain to anchor, 
apprehending danger in pafling the freights at that feafon of 
the y ear. The road, however, proving unfafe, and water 
De?Bg fcarcc, they weighed again, and by the firft of Ft - 
bruary got light of the Strtights of Lr Mnirr. With a ftiff 
gale at north- nor th-weft, they came wichin four miles of 
the entrance into the freights, when they were becalmed, 
and found a ftroB^^e fetting^t of the paflage to the 
north ; but whether it flowed o^bbed, they could, from 
the irregularity of the tide, form n^|vdgmenr. They next 
held their courfe to the fouth, in ordcK*^, fiil round to the 
i'outlj of Cape dforrit the fouthermoft poft& of Tt rra del 
Fiiego. >^’^'^ng through the S freights f Le Maire, they 
came uja>>'|^itl!|a fail, which at firA they took to be a SpaniJJj 
merchfi^itilian lound from BaUivia to Lima^ but found it to Tbry over* 
be Captain Eaton from London, ftund alfo for the South tale and 
Seas. join com- 

Waving got fafely through the freights, they arrived onP°*‘y 
tli^lithof March at Juan Fernandez, where their firft in- 
quiry after ^JMufqucto Indian the buccaneers had left ** 

there* about three ^cars before. When Captain IVatling dc- 
ferted hih\ here, the Indian's whole ftc^k conflfted of a" gun,*^ * 
a knife, and fom« powder and fliot. He had fruffrated all An account 
th^endeavours of the Spaniards to take him ; and fiich were of a Muf- 
his activity, ^is wiles, and his eunnitifj, that they began to quero In- 
h)ok iipo^ilmi ns the apparition of fomc corpfc on the 
ifkimV when his powder and fliot were exhau fled, he fawed ^ ' 
liiyym-barrcl into fmall pieces, which he made into har- 
poo.^s, hooks, and other iiiftruments, without the alliflance 
of foivc, anvil, or tool*, befidcs thofchc had made out of a 
hard iunc. With the inftruments be made iie ufed to ftyke 
goats, piids, and fifli, upon which he lived plentifully. His 
hut, ah^iur h.ilf a mile from the flioie, was made of goat- ^ 

Iltiijs Jas bed and clothing or the i.imc materials. When 
thc^fliip cime to^n anchor, another Mupmeto on board, dif- 

e. 'Vi i.ig his couiilryman, |flnngid out of impatience into the 

f. !., alhoie, and embraced him with all the mark? of 

teridei1i?i!??iiKl affeftion. Holi melted .iwa} in terns in cah 
4)thcr’s arms, after which the baniilied Mnpimto came to 
fa lute his old friends, enteiing again Into their fervicewith 
gre.it cordiality. 

defciibes Juan TinjanJcr. very particniaily ; 
one obfervjjjioi^ he makes vv hie Ii^'c find in 1:0 other navi- 
rciarks, that feed tov ards the weft 
ciid'ofthc ilLuid, aie m-'cii l.tu-r and be.’ifi eating than 
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thofe of the oppofitc cxircnity ; yet in the laft the giafs is 
nner, and in greater plenty, the vairie‘', cqiiallf well watered 
with fwL‘i.t and pleufant brooks, and the whole circuit of the 
jjlaiid bur 12 leagues. Taking the iaiSl for gi anted 
leave the plraruomeiion to bccxpl.iined by the natural ills and 
Minute philofopheis. Alter lu\iiig f< 1 tourtecn days at an- 
<horolF this iiland, thc;^'fct fail, in the words of Dampiert* 
for \.hc Piicyic 0 lean t pioy.'ily fo called* ly-'n.-r that part of 
the I\Iurc dc cxtench...'^, ft 0111 fonrti to noith, h-etwixt 30 
and 40 degrees fonth ^ritude. “ Here,” fay? 1 e, “ na\e I 
“ failed for 250 leyfaes without any dark or tiiiv clouds, 
tcmpcfls, torft-.jioes, hurricanes, or any other winds ex- 
“ cept the tr^jc winds. Yet the Tea runs Ai.-lt at aw-s-ow 
and full moon, and makes landiiig very I have, 

“ howL .r, frc'yncntly taken notice of he^'y 
** weather in the inoniim,, fo as to hinder the obfei radon of 
the fun.” 


V 


I'li '■ . 
r., . < 


Cos n\Lus'% tliti*' » call raid, or rather north c;j,fl, 
to the iine, in (jglit of tl'n. ei' .rieent of jdmcricif^ 
rem it ked, that tlic vail traHo i»l land belonging to and 
Peru were exceeding moiinfaino’*^ ; and'^ t ftom 24.J0 to 
degices foMth latitude it lUll c.xccedcd the former i^ii In-Ight, 
die monir.ains widiiA the country over to|^Vmg th )V ne.ntT 
• lie codl, and el. .ting thei^ifeUcs into the iloiidi, f.:r, in IjIs 
o.jiiiif tj], Ik vond the bi aii d pe.sk of Tenrr//j". I* 1 n b' ’'ce 
ke deduj..‘s the red >11 \vh\ but lew, an ! ti C \;.y Iniall, 
li.'tis c'ivay'i.are iheinfclves into the fca, feaiee at '!;*ing lu- 
vig.'.hlc, and. nc^fl of them dric'^ up at ccitain feafons the 
yt.-.r. V/e mull acki’ovvkge, hov/evci, that we do nttf lec 
I'le piopiipiy ol tlii> dedue^ioji. Ail this ” hile keepin^-om- 
ptnyv.ith Captain Eaten, they deTcrled a lad under yTtitude 
loniji, 10 V'hieh f’.ifon gi’.e thace. f k loon tof»k her, 
«.:d •'M.nd file was load; ’ widi timber, a commoilitl ^o-w.iys 
\ lua.il ’ t.» iher.i i.i thof p.irt'. On ..’If 7V -he rorh^^sey an- 
( ho.ed at the ill.md Leh’.s de ia jMare. l -Vrc they fbn.rA.no- 
thit’g befuUs pcngniiis in givat^abundantcfr, lUjifpeeies of \ 
bi.iekbiid v.hkh butro'vs ... t.ight in holes made in ihe*1inTtr.^ 
Hedcfeiibe's the penguin and feM-fowl about ti jf? f i?g 
diuk, wn.h niemhranous flet. a down inflead o^leaflieis, 
..n.l very Ihort wing'.. They .arc common all over the Sciitn 
.Sr.ii, the vonlhs of jVjT fjiind/and, and the Cape of Ocod Hepc, .. 


Tpon ex i.'iiiiii.ig i!;e priloncrs laiely made, they found re.\- 
i.jii to i’.iMglne tliey hid ’-*€011 difeovered by th£**S/^/«l '»/r, 
aitliough they h.id nfed their utPaofl c:'"b;avfTurs .o keep out 
of light fj-oiti the coalls. Hene'c it w.as co.icr.\*,- -At 'sj’ 
^j/wun/x /would lay an emjb.a;gj on all the rich hWs, to ' 



C, 12.' A Hiftory of the Southern Continent, 471 

prevent their falling into their hands. This determined them 
to hazard an attack upon fome place, which might compen- 
fate their diCippointment of prizes, Truxillo, though a po- Thfjdeter^ 
jj^to^city, and ot difficult accefs, was thought the moft nine upon 
coml^dious ; an attempt upon it was therefore rcfolvcd on. attacking 
A muftcr was made the crews, when they were found to Truxillo. 
amount Vd 8o3 found men. But \\ 4 iilc things were getting 
in readinefs for a defe ent, three fail of fliips were difeovered 
at fca, to wbiclrtiicy'|,*ve chace. coming up with thcm, 7 ’^r>' fake 
they imincdiai^y Aruck, their lading^onfiAing of flour go- 3 
i,ng from Cuqi^agno to Panama, Ino^ of them was found 
, a letter from the viceroy of Lihix to thcV'.iJihjiu it Panama, 
intigjaf.yig, tha^having intelligence of fome-^jiicniles lately 
arrived 'iSouth Seas, he had Amt him a quantity of flour 
to relicvcf^v^ \\nts, and cn.ible the garrifon to Aand out a 
Aege. hfc priibners acquainting tl^mi likcv/ifc, that a fort 
W.1:: ereffing at the mouth of the harbour of Cuanehagno ; a at- 
piece of intelligence that made them drop the attempt on tempt upon 
'J'licir next rciblution was, to bear away for the Triixillo 
(^aU^U<ro iflands, of which they got Aght May ihc aji^e. 

Dampk/^ic\vc%^*k^t ilic h}drographical chmts have not 
placeJ*thcfc iflands •enough to the weA ; yet have almoA all 
the chart j'fince his time i ctainevl the fornier Atuation, placing 
them in i8i« longitude, and extending to 176®, according 
to y^Ich the longitude from England weA is 68". The 
Spaniards, ihc.fifA difcovcrcis, lay dcAvn the 6rt//n//7/;w ex- 
tending fr''|t the equator to live degrees north ; but 
//cT Av.-* they Aand under :iik\ on both fides the line. llcAndveat 
coi!lte|dircover but i 5 dilTcrent illands, fonic uf which were t/v Ualla* 
feven \jr eight leagues in Ien<;ih, and half as much in breadth. l 
J'our oi'yive of ihofe firii.itcri moA to tlic eaA were rocky and 
• barren. Without rrce.s, fiimbs, herbs, or goits, excepting^ 
little by lie fea-lidc. In the CaHipatyjs, Dampkr found ih.- 
tree callcl the Oildo, a fpceies of Ihrub about the fizc of a ^ 

mail’s 10 or 12 feet high, without fruit, leaves, or any 
othdr e-\C5''ff^ucc /hun Along prieKlcs fiom the top to ilic 
ybciLc;*. He found fome frcih yattr in ponds, and the ca\i- 
locks, but no natural fprings. Some of thefe iflands 
delcriLSf to be low, flat, smd fertile, producing many 
.ijtaces and flirubs well kimwn in Curopc, The iflands I3 lug 
JO the wcA arc large, and produce a \:iriety of curious trees, 
particularly the tree called the mamiDwC tree, remarkable foi 
beayiig^ri e^-gant kind of flg.,*„T^fe iflands havvalfo large 
•fivers aiid bg>Q k»of f ^fli water, tne fea bree/.<„s by day, and 
thsj-'Jan^hjtorfjj^y night, with('ut intermiiiion. Hence the 
’ jiir is *puJ^e'd, cooled, and rcfrcilicJ, Co as 10 ^make thefe 

7 ■ O g 4 Vjflands 
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iAands more temperate and wholfome than moft places lb 
near the equator. When they approached <he Ihorc, they 
dlfcovered a great number of tortoifes funning themfelves at 
noon-day on the (hore ; upon thefe they fed durinpr .jh/jir 
flay. Dampier obferves, that no part of the globe is, fo well 
{locked with guanoes and land tortoifes as the Ga'^apagos. 
The guanos are fat, tanfe, and of an extraordinary iize. The* 
land tortoifes are fo plen^. that an bundle'* men might live 
upon them a confidcrahjr time, weig(hing fiom 150 to 200 
pounds, fat and dtlii^re as a pullet. His def liption on this 
fubje<Jl, being rcallj^urious, we will prefentiteo the caters 
A fhllac- of turtle in hi|^.%vn words : “ The land -tortoifes here inca- 
coi • of “ fine from ^o feet, to two feet fix inch A, over thet^jk ; 
tht ur- *t \vh« leas in any other place I never met above 

toij/i. tt weight, though I have heard It ||fid,g£it at St, 

** Liurcncet or Madagi^Hart thtre are alfo very larjje ones. 
** One is by the Spaniards called Harkatcr^ which keeps 
** chiefly in frefli water ponds. Iheir legs aie fmall, iw.ks 
** long, their feet flat, and they commonly weigh 
“ ten and fifteen pounds. The fecond fort xhcy^fjpfTrfio- 
/tv;, much fmaller than the formcfj^aicl of a tpunder 
make; but, for the reft, notunlike them, except that the 
• “ Ihell on the baik is naturally coloured with a curious 

** carved work. Both forts afford very good meat, and 
** thefe laft dcligh'^ ’ij marfny and low places, and are W. v.ift 
“ numbers on the IJle of Pines near Ciduii a. \ng the woods. 
** The tortoifes in the Gallnhiigo^ iflands arc in the 

' tirft, with long necks and fmall heads ; only they artUinich 
“ bigger. Upon the fhoals there growi. g.eat pU*trv oi' 
“ turtle grafs, which makes the chancls between th^llands 
“ abound in that kind of fea tortbife commonly cr/led the 
green turtle. Of fea tortoifes there are four inffivc dif- 
“ ferent forts ; the »^runk tortoife, the loggerhead, the 
' “ hawk’s^ bill, fo called from its long fmall mon^. The 

“■ t 111 nk tortoife is bigger, and has a liighcr and lonnder 
“ beak than the reft ; but its flefh is neni-.vr '\ftW*W^e ntjf 
w'ell tafted, any more ih.w that of the loggcrln- id/^-fnTTTft^ 
“ feed:, on the mofs of rocks, and borrows it^.’me fri^* 
“ its large head. The hawk’s bill, befidcs its mouth, i* 

'* likewife the Ica/l of the three. It is this that bens ttrc"* 
“ fo ranch valued fhell of which cabinets, boxes, combs/^, 
“ C?c. aic made all over Europe, Of this Ihell each has 
“ from three to four po Ju," though" fomcr ha\*e lets. “I'hc 
flelh is but indifferent, yet fomewl.a*^ »'Vten'than^liat or 
the loggerhead ; though thofc taken betv^j^T CiV.' 5zm.*W- 
•* hes ayd Porto B^h occifiovi violent vomiting? aiVi purge- 
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itigs in thofe thit eat of them. It is further reinarluble, 
“ that the fleftftof the hawk’s bill differs according to their 
“ food ; for thofe that feed upon mofs among the rocks 
much yellower fat and flelh, and not Co well tailed, 
“ as tlw|fe^ that feed ongrafs; befides, their fhell is not fo 
“ tranfp^nt. Thefc hawk’s bill tortoifes are in divers 
‘I parts ufshe Indies, and hvte their peculiar iflands 
“ where they 1^. their eggs, anc^eldom intermix with any 
“ other kind or tofidlfcs. How^r, thefe, as all other 
“ forts, lay tl^r eggs in the fand in ^^fame manner. Their 
“ laying tiinc is about May, June^ anL^^7«6'» ® fooner 
. “ or later ; and they lay three times eaci*' ^Jgfon, eighty or 
“ jBiMty eggs af a time, round, of the big^s of a hen’s 
“ egg, Itjf ;A>vered only with a tough film or membrane of 
“■ a wliitv ol(iW. In fome of the bays on the north fide of 
7 jm.*ua the ilawk’s bill turtles 1^ their eggs, as likewife 
on the bay of Honduras, and in divers places on the con - 
“ ^iciuof America, from.T'rinidado to Vera Cruz, up the 
of Ne%v Spain. After a fea tortoife gets alhore'to 
“ is an hour before (he returns, becaufe Ihe always 

“ ehnf^sVicr pla&a^^Aove high-water mark, where (lie makes 
“ a large Jiole with her fins in the fand, to lay her eggs in ; 
“ w'hich done, (he covers them up two i-ct ilcep in the (^ime 
fand (he had rak^d out before. Sometimes they will take 
“ rrvewof the riace before hand; andjj^e furc to return to 
“ the fame np * Jfay to lay. They t^e the tortoKcs upon 
« the (h'?* 'fin the night, when they turn them upon their 
“ b.u'f*'. above high-water mark, and fetch them aw’ay next 
• ; bin a large gi'een tortoife will find work enough for 
“ two- hearty fellows to turn her upon her back. '^I'he 
“ hawPs bills are alfo fc/Und in the Etijl Indies, and on the 
■“ Cuiney coa^l, but I never met with any in the South Setu. 
“ I’he ifVen tortoife derives its name from the grccnilli 
“ colouidof the fliell, which is better coloured than the 
hawles bill, bur has a round and fmall Iiead f and the 
*• b'Kly ;i bulk, ^as to weigh from 200 to 300 

•' ' poKiiJs-. Its (lelli is account^! the beft of any, though 
T • the ^i^f^i^eonfiderable difTerciicc as well in the bulk as in 
thre'IIefir.* At lilanco in t\\eAfVc/i Indies they are larger 
■ *^t!vai; any in the North Sens, weighing generally 250 or 
A* 300 pounds ; their fat is yellow, the lean white, and 
“ both very good. Hut thofe of Boca Toro, to the weft of 
are neither uor have (b white or 

well-t:>ftei’^ nel^/ thofe finind in the bay of Honduras 
arc lefs than thefe, and their fat of a 
“ grccni.ii colour. I was tcid, that at Port KoyrJ, in the 
^ . V bay 
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the South early, and made Tome prifoners, from whom they received 
Seas to iuiellifTtnce that the governor of Piara, with lOO men, had 
double, reinforced the giirrifon of Paita, The Engli/b, however, at- 
tacked a little fort on an eminence, and took it wi^hi^Ie 
oppofition, upon which the governor and inhabj/SfnFs eva- 
Rng- ciiared the town. The Englijb foon entered it,’ tpt-dtnnRT” 
lifli it cnipfied of moneys goods, and provifions^ .’•fjere they 
et»d bum fiaij for fix days in expedition of havinj^thc t'iWn ranfomed, 
Paita. perceiving the Sja^irds had ikToTcJi ihi^-ntion, they fet 

Aprojctl lire to it, and returii^to the fleet. After lyis exploit they 
formed failed lor the illani^f RariAi, to execute a prqicft they had 

agamfi foruidJ again In their voyage hither they took* 

Guiaguil bark lailci^^th cloth, a coaifc wfeollen maniiiau^ture 
fntjttv rtes. over the kingdom of Peru. PVom th6 mailer of 

this veUll they learnt, that three canoes ^^'1th negroes 
would come out the ne^X tide. Upon this* the Eng^ifb em- 
barked all their men i^n board canoes, leaving only live \r^S 
ill the bark, with orders not to lire at any thing 
eight o’clock next morning, by which time they • J 

they would have tal^cn the town. On their apprfl^v^itlicy , 
met and rook one of the barks with the jiegroes^op, hoard. 
Hy them they weic informed, that the (^‘hcr twr) would not 
come out till tlie noxt tide. This determined them to pulh 
forw.ud, and conceal thinifclves in a c ''. k, in order to watch 
the intended bar^s. lly lome miilake t!'?' i>ro)c«fl tailed-* '’tid, 
ot the whole they* o7ily look the two m.di ' t* as they were 
eiideavounug to clcapv* onflioie. 7'liis milean i’«‘,.;jpccalioneJ 
, great tout ulioii, as lo^tn thence it was conchided the town 
would he alarmed, and their feheme frulhated. Soine*^ve‘rC * 
for returning to the Ihips ; others, of which number was 
Captain l)u\ :j-, were for pcnetraliiig by land, and in'danrly 
.''tracking 'the towm, bcjoie it could be put in a pollure 
deieiKC. Attordingly with fifty men he began 'hia maich ; 

^ hut, alter four licuis, was foixed to abandon tlu attempt, 
thick w oftds and deep marlhes preventing liis progrefs- As 
the tide now aiifw-crcd, it was refobed to row up o'tli^^* 
town, ainl, incak ot th. t,. being difcovcied, to rctrc:ix wi:,\-.,- 
all |X).':’hle expedition. At firft only one ligl^f^ appeafedj 
but, upon turning a point ^f land, a great niiiTf^M wtlv-vb-'^. 
fcTved, which fonic deemed a lure token ol their havikg - 
been difeovered, while others were no lefs ohHinute hi 
opinion that it was no more ^f-han < ei tain orgies and cere* 
monies ufiial on the evc^^.^jFcli ialf as the djy 

happened to be. Captain 5‘u;z7;<‘,'''.,!yi tIiof'* who maintained 
the fiift conjeflurc, were upbraided A 

defeent was therefore icfolved on, and a lumliB’p tfFeflcxl- 

.^boat/ 
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about two miles from the town ; but as the whole fpace to 
the town was over-run with thick wood, they were forced to 
M'ait tor day-liglit. This circumflance, and the delcrtioii 
of one of their guides, difconcertcd the whole mealurc, upon 
w’^irli rhey retreated to Puna. In their way they feized upon 
the threlS^above-mentioned barks, on board of which wcie 
no iUfs"6.^an looo flout negroes. They kept 6o of thefe, 
and difmYl'iQ^J the refl ; a piece of eftnduft which Dampier 
greatly blamdP^aTl^^ exclaims againll^as an unpardonable over- 
iight. They tjb'ght, lays he, to be fiarricd to ^ianta Maria, Dam- 
on the ifthmu/j^f Darien, to work tl^ gold mines on tlut pierV pra- 
lide. By crofting a fort or two at the France of the /or 

Maria, and the afliflance of their friends au^'yig the natives, 
of Fremh privatecis, who wdfcld naturally 

flock in to then^ they would be able, he is of opinion, not 
only to maintain themfclves againft all the power of c/jjaiieu. 

but :ilfo 4 o extend their conquefls to coafls and gold mines ' 
c. ^iito. 

ri-R tliis difappointment, it was unanimoufly rcfolvc^t 
th protiding themfclves with frefh water and pio\i- 

lions, '^y-v Ihould proceed to Lavclia, a town in the bay of 
Panama '^’hey ^jr/td to the river St. thuflng this 

on account of its\i'»inity to the i Hand of Uallo, .ibounding 
with gold, and afTording good anchorage. '^I’liis livci they 77^. ). 
cnteied on the 27. Demnlrr by the kficr branches, Jifli 
nicc-“ (* with no n»^vcb for lix leagues ic-.'^»*\\hen they dif-r/vr/aw?/- 
coveted two h’ *<hatchf(l with palmeio leave*;. Soon after St. Jago. 
they faw f' **: al canoes of I/u/Ianf, their whole families and 
houlhold goods, paddling af;ainl> the llieairi, but with gicat 
rapidity. In the huts they found a tew planiancs, a hog, and 
fomc fowls. Not perceiving that theve was :iny encourage- 
ment to proceed, they refuincd to the iTifJiith of tlic liver, 
j I 'poling to puiTuc their way to Calh, wheie they had ap- 
pointed K»‘*raeet the fliips. (j'aJJo is a Imall inuiihabiltd 
illanJ, fcated under north, in a fpacious bay, three leagues 
h-oin \hi river Totnaco. It is pretty high, and well flored 
v’itri‘li‘?ty trees; affords fiefli jvater, and a good anchorage. 

.pi’fuARY the fiifl, after making pi Ize of afxTiallAeflelbe- 7 ’/’o/ff'^»-- 
longinfj • knight, they ki/cd upon a packet q{ cepj letters 

Icttrr-s going'llroin Panama to Lima, to hafleii the plate fleet, 
thti armada from Spain being arrived Porto Bello. 1 his 
*■ I's made them, dcrei mine to watch the motions of thefe'^'^j’ 
rich flops,- and cruife off peail illands, by whi<h 
fhips Pa.wima to rtW.>»-.Tari]y pafs. With this"'“* ' 

view they were un^j/Ti^'^^n the 7 th, and the following dav 
took a PwiiU flour. The i6Eli they look -a piizc olf 
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the pear! ifUnds, bound from Lavelia with maize, fait, beef, 
and ibwls. On the 20th they made another prize laden with 
A flat of hogs, beei; fowls, and fait. During thdr itay at TobagiUa, 
the Spa- they narrowly efcaped being deftroycd by a pretended mer- 
niards to chant of Panama^ who, under colour of carrying o» 
dejlroythe traband trade with them, had introduced in theni;^ a fire- 
jieet r/z/ffl-giip into the inidft of the fquadron. Some of ^fEngly 
v^reJ. fiifpedfing the aflfkir, hailed her to come to an a^^.chor, which 
Ihe refufing, they fired az her. The^flrrrrjtN.'. rified at their 
being difeovered, fet fs M to the train, and tlpk to their ca- 
nws, which oblig^fhe Englijh fhips to cuk their cables to 
favc thcmfelvc^. <2aptain S-wan likcwifc perceived an Indian 
upon a doat Cf'iAing towards him, which fufpedting to be 
loaded with combuflibles, funk it. The firefliip was "ccii- 
dufled by one Bond^ an Englijhman^ who had deferted the 
buccaneers. Dampier fays, that without his aflilbnce they 
could not have fitted hJr out, all thole of that nation in thi^ 


South Seas being grofly ignorant of the art of war, cf !- 
cially in naval a^airs. 

Nkxt morning, while Captains Swan and 
bulled in recovering the anchors they had cut th^, ,.Vccedin}'. 
niglit, they obferved a whole fleet of cwni/oS pal'> ’^1 

c/ Ep^diih 'Eohagilla. This proved to be a body oi Englijh and Frcm h 
Wl'rench who eroded theifthmusof D^irien f - the North 

hucittauts. South Seas. It was compofed 0. ,200 H. >t.h and 
Engltfl}f the latd^^'uf whom were taker! bi)aid 
Divis and Swan, and the foi'incr pur to ni!w ^ri/e. With 
t!)is force they failed to the continent, to meet Capuin Toiun- 
hy, who, they were told, wms likewife eroding the 
with iJio men; a junflion with whom, they doubted nor, 
would enable them to undertake g/’cat exploits, ''fhey foou 
met with 'EownUy and his crew, in two Spauijb baiks IaJ|.‘n 
V/'idi v.liie and oil he had taken. The whole fleet 
amounting to nine fail, they tvent with confideiivi to ihcii 
liation, *0 watch for the plate fleer, of which tJicy I’-id an 
7’/vv//>- iKOjuii! by iurpicepted letters. 'I’heyweic looo me^-iljiing,- 
mij-jg^-ith ha J one (hip or ^6 grns, antnher ot « o, a id the n/liyelj! 

provided with finall arms.' On tlie ^5111 they got 
Xo»hu/ which confifted of i.) 

e^e de'ia/’ of 1 2 oars. The (hips mounted ii, 

cdtnihfir K*-*'*^' about 3000 men mi boaid. Kight a •ningJf)iT. 

dtfv^n h fleets came near c^ougli to engage, a ll.jata/Jjla 

theartijic: of the Sjaniib admiral gained. ■hi:‘n..the w'cather-g^o i before 
morning, :.'’J rendered'tnt~ri«^;vTtTncnt /li^l mtrre unequal. 
>"j. When the J.irk came on, he hung ’iAi 9 i>J<;^thorn at his t’op- 
he . as n fignaJ to anchor. Tiiis light he ISoli riVer cook 

dowr'; 


'/■/• y / in 
eoi»f>ti/iy 
nvith a 
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but in half an hour it appeared again, whence the EngVt/b 
concluded that he remiined in his former flation. No fooner 
had day approached, than they difeovered their miftakc, the 
lanthorn ^ing fixed to the top-niaff of an empty bark left 
a\ or to the leeward, white the Sfanijb fleet was difeo- 
verpd oly die windward bearing down upon them. Every 
thing now in confufion, the ^nglijb, inflead of com- 
*penfating tl|j*ir long toils by ricl^^ooty, were happy to get 
off', and liive i\ iimcr- 's by a runi®'» hght. Thus this great 
project, whif -I had coft them fo much pains in contriving, fo 
many hazards, daugers, and difficulries^dn purfuing, vanifhed 
in fmoke. 

Aftkr this, lliey encountered various dangers and difap- 
•prrlntmcnss, till at length they made an attack on the city 
ot Lf'jn, TWs city flanJs 20 miles up the country, in a 
hmtly plain, the way to it from ^le fca being through a 
hanip.iin country, covered with long grafs : 470 men were 
i^Icil for tins expedition, who marched up to tiled t}', Capt. 

ToS*iIiy with 80 <hofcn men leading the van. Advancing 
bdoic me main body, he drove a party of feventy 
hvii Ic b.n.'^ into ti’c* cjjty, which he entered with little refift- 
UvC : •V-'O foot ffnd» 200 hoifc were drawn np in the princi- 
p:l lirrct, Mild injTle a fhew of engagingp but, on Tvivnlry\ ^ 
tipjjp) I. li, iftej went difconccrfcd with the courage of fuch a 
f.andtid ut men. .u retreated precipitately, leaving the c\xy They take 
in *]TT.kiii »'i of t^ ‘ h.iving icffivAed e'lCiy thing of 

:iiiy value. :.wXt day the governor lent a ti limpet, offering Leon. 

To i.ndoui it ; bt-t tlv: Fngtijh afkiiig 30,000 pieces of eight, • 

Jl'* '''oppod the iiefroiiatioii, and they ict fiie to the city, after 
which tiiey rclic.'ited t.i thcii ihips. 'J'he E.nyUJh toi^k here 
a few prihnii-To, am-mg ictl a S/janiJh gentleman, who 
WMs icle.jf(.l upon his parole to p.iy them 150 head of oxen 
•at jU/^ 4 , lypiomife which he punehially performed. At 
this lattc^ plwcc Captain .V.v.t// and Captain Davis parted » 
commnv, the litter iiiren*li'ig to return to the coaMof Ec7U, 
the o^''j^r jm I poling, to procce J farther well. Dampirry being 
to fev the northern pdrts^of the continent of Mcxii.o, 
ed /dnx^/j’^hlp, and accompanied iSuvr/. 

Illicit Ru Icjiiy th*ir men begun to be much 
afl^rtt‘d.*..;ili feveis, which they attributed to the remains 
^a cc.imgious dillcmpcr ''fchat had reigned in the place bc- 
iVire /leir ariival. On th^J of September they weighed 
anch^,jind fleered a jycfl^y courfe till October the fecond, 
when thfey enSea^ured t^..iXe a defeent upon the coaft, in 
hopes of obtain^, /..irie'rcfrefliraents ; in which they were 
dilappoilitcd •by'thc difficulty of lauding. Some flays after. 

Mod. HiiT. VoL. XI. H h Captain 



48 ft Terra Auftralis : Or, B. XI V. 

Thtymake Captain Townlcy again attempted a defeent near the harbour 
/tvtral tie- oi CuatulcOf but with as httle fuccefs as on the former oc- 
feents on cafion. The troops indeed were fairly lan 3 ed; but, after 
"/marching fourteen miles up the country, they could meet 
•. nothing worth the trouble they had taken. 4 j J, 

they landed again at Port j^ngelst in the latitude i c ,dc-. 
grees north, where they^met with flore of beef and/^ efh wa- 
ter, as well as of hogs, maize, and poultry.^ jp'l'he 2d of 
I^ovembcr, fome canoes ^'/cre feut to a out of the 
harbour oi j^capulcatj^'.tiich they did without oppofitioii. 
Captain TownUy's vcCel being extremely leak’ , ne exchanged 
her for this, which proved a ftoiit Ihip and good failer. On 
the I ith of Dfitmher they arrived at Ctipe^florimteSy in 20° 
28' north latitude. The fhip from the Philippines nccellli- 
rily making this point in her way homewards, Captain H'vjan 
rcfolved to cruife off here. The Ihips took their ftalions in 
fiich a manner as they Imagined would render it im])ofIible 
for her to pafs unnoticed; but as the fquadron was in \v.' i 
of provifions, 50 men were detached in canoes to exai^i nc 
what the country afforded. Thev returned the 
out any purchafe. After this, Captain Toivnley |J.urdcd in 
the beautiful valley of yaldtrnsy where his party \.as at- 
t.'icked by 150 Span^ards^ who were foon put to High r, with 
thclofsof flieir commander, and r 7 ‘^opers. I'he reward 
of this vi^lory was no more than 50 bin^'lsof maize, whicli 
Toiunhy can ied board; an aiquilitioi^f great ii’dpoVt- 
ance in the prefent circumftances of the flcctV • After this the 
fleet came again before tlie valley of / ^lUeras, where th.ev 
killed a great number of black cattle, and fully fupplied jj;|/ 
whole fqii.adion with Iwef ; bur, in the mean while the .U.j- 
nila fliip efcaped Ironi them; a lols which was attributed to 
the ohfliiney of Toivn'ey. Dampicr lauiiche^ out ii'.tofeve!^ 
inveflives againfV this officer, which fliews ho'^ muvh he\, 
ch.igiined at the lofs of Jo lii h a p' ize. Ilir) c, ,iiey had « 
double d^ligu in view, cither w'atchiiv* tlie 'V ifnhi fhin or 
exaniiiiiiig the coaft for rich tow'us and mines; but liiil 
Theflfet iutcption being tiuflratel, difrord aiolc ; in et>nft.qiu^ ce nf 
fifaraU's. whicfi Swm .md TovinUy parted, ilic former holilinjj I.r- 
eourfe. and the other goino- back to the calf. * 

S rii.i. Dfimptf-r kept by Sw.iUy lefbl ’ing to ma’ f a citvi- 
pletc l«>ur. .Seven It.igues north ..'e-weJl of the i liquid ‘.' 5 ^^ 
('h.vnetty, a party w’.is landed yi 24 degiccs, wliere flic ^wcie. 
ere. »i mitred by a p.ntyof who m i lj bet ihoic 

refill iiU'e. From i'-viie fnduui s 'r'^'le. ,tlk_« r-\li/h had 

^ i:. Jiigeixe that the rtnvn winch , . '>hf''!f wai cilhM 
.1; Ian; and that fiv^ leagues iauher weJL rJlne'*/ chgoKl 
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mines. The Englijh were, however, fo much diAreiled for 
provifions, tlut, neglecting the mines, they went in fearch 
of maize ; of which they picked up a few buHiels. This 
quantity not being fnfHcient for their purpofe, they failed to- 
wa»u. the fine river of St, Jago, Eutcriiig it with their ca- 
noes, Y.ijy rowed for fome time, and then landed under a 
^ field w'^'MC the natives were gathe»ng maize. One of them 
they madA,nrifoner, and by hii||^ were informed, that a f'^w 
miles up the'-cuirtti^ was a town c died Santa Pi'caquCy\vh&:Q^jjf^ 
they would jind provifions. Thither the part) immediately w/or-AwV 
took their maich, and entered it W'ithout empoiition. They Spa- 
found here .ibiindance of maize, fugar, fait, and falt-fifli. niards. 
Captain Swan directed that one half of the party fhould 
■*carry provifions on board, while the other defended the 
town ; but Teceiving advice that 1000 Spaniards were on 
their march from St. JagOy aboitt three leagues difiant, to 
littatk him, he ordered all the hone poffihle to be got toge- 
’‘’itT, on uhich he piled provifions, and marched uith them 
i<r his canoes. Notwithftanding all their expedition, they 
^^?^y^ay-l:iid by Spaniards y a great part of their provi- 

fions ic^keh, foinq.of their men killed, and others made 
prirofiers. the flain was Mr. who had pub- 

liihed Ca’piain Sfutpc'% journal, and a Wflory of the bucca- , 


nwrs. * 

Cai'T returning on board with the remainder 

oll^^nis men and, ^ooty, it w.is dcrermiflcu in a gencial toiin- 
(ii to fail \oCape St. Lucas in Cahfornuiy in hopes of a com- 
niLTi'c with the Indians there, and confequently in the hike of 
, ''■f>f:;rnia This lake is a chanel, oi part of the fea, between 
>aii ill.ind and the continent ; but little known to the Spannirdsy 
or elfe lontraVil by thgn Itlf the other nations of Finopc 
TionM ilifow'Vlhar way to the mines of Mexico. They viry 
f()i.cerning its fitiuiti.m in thtii chai ts ; hmic 
make It liH^i'hirul, others the tonlinent ; but non:: i f thtin 
<-iv» anv account of the tidcj, the fi^uUiliiU'.j, oP the har- 
i oui'^ hcir this lake; whereas their hy.lrographlcjl iiiinsJe- 
the coalr^owards ’/i,ty on the v.eft fide ot the ih'anJ, 
jiu fn p degrc ’S north. 'I'hc v.dl dill.uice 

of rlii'. 0)1. ‘‘ly, and the rctloii'^we liavc ijvcn, have pie- 
t/ilu 1 n itions from pcncti.'t'n:/ To the mine.; t'f Mexi, z. 
.'»*i!U[>ts lx en lua'!'.- foj rhv; .li.'c nciy of 

pifhufe ; l))it Ujh’c miy h- pc-n-ined to offer 
oui long jjviljpd-* h'ue Ixeii t.'kc!’. Iiirre..d uf 

ie )ix’*ifr‘* for urou<»h oi Hu'j u'i> 

we '"oi’. .1 jMoini'ed nx>ic fie; el' h'c In p'Mu:iig»rIje 

Icri'j f^v.'i'.i .if: i>.uihS..is, tlieiue a'o C.-/, .ui.lio 

II... ' 
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hy the 

Spa- 
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Frofofals a piflage made back into the IVe^ Seas. The iame rule 
Jbr a new might be obferved in fearching for a north-eafl paHage ; viz. 
method of wintering about Japan, Corea, and the north-eaft part of 
/earcbntg cinna, and hence taking advantage of the approaching fpring 
- and fummer to go along the coaft of Tartary, whent^f-you 
lend norths have time enough to reach Archauggl, or ftasfc other 
wefi port on ihofe coafts. ^ 

'^jjages. Sailing from Cape (Horienies on March the yiVfthey gor 
fight of Guam, one of tJ(G Ladrenes, on the 20th. 

Having fccured frefh provifions hcie, they fff.cred for the 
Philippines, where they arrived on theaiilor June. Oiir 
author is extremely circuinftaniial in refpeft to the hiftor> of 
the Philippines, of which \vc fhall here fay^nothing, having 
referved that liibjeft for another place. At Mindanao th. 
author was prefent at the circuindfion of the 1/ing’s nephew, 
the foil of Pajah Daut, which was pei formed with extraordi- 
nai y pomp and magniHceticc. He acquaints us, that the na- 
tives were extremely urgent w ith the Englijh to fettle in t 1 
illand, as a bulwark betwc*eh them and the Dutch, w^ofe 
Dam- ciiielty and aiaricc they dreaded. Diinipier is at grcvlr }.;* .0 
pierV pro* to demonArate that a more prudent meafiire eauld not, in 
pofaljur their prefent drcuniAanccs, be followcl 'ban cVt.ib*iAiing 
fitthug in fuch a colony. Tl|^‘y were provided witl/.nl kinds of arlih- 
MfFn,'- Ctirpenters, biickl.qeis, flioemal^r i, ta) lei's, and aUb 

Jjppincs. ^vith convenient tools, arms, gnus, anyidall-anns, fuflicicnt 
for a beginning ; it*'-' rhey might rcafoua^f e.xpeil: fuflj^ics 
h'ova Englmul in the fpaceof 18 months from their HrA fet- 
tling. Captain Swan was invited on Ihorc by Rajah Daut, 
who prom: fed to furnini him Avith all the provifions he waru- 
cd ; but defiled he would in the mean time fecurc his Aiip in 
the river again A tlx: approaching Aorm. Tlys the captain, 
after fome ddiberation, agiced to;* but ihi. .iver being nai(^ 
row, it was with great diAiculty Aic could gei aquartrr of a* 
league above its entrance. Here Aie was iiu J laA, and 
the inhabitants ot the city of Miiulanao frequently canif- on 
board, inviiiiig ^he Enyjjh to their houfes, where en- 
tertained them in :i hcairy marjicr with tobacco and\e*l'l. 
As for Oic captain, he v.*as every day ciiteitaincd at tlic 
y^r/Zs houfc, and boiled ricc^ fowls, and buAIiiOt ? ffefii, given 
to fiicli of his men .is hud no money. NotW'iihAanding tliefa 
external marks ot fiicntiniip, :’i^gan to fufpe^^vite^ 

Rajah\ iiitegrily .ind tiia.nirv.'^ I'liis ptince had bcen'm'ctm^ 
enough to borrow feveral fuins'a'vf monc; of Captain 
which he could never get liomhifL anti -Aiacy* other 

doubt; concerning his detigii', dcteiWirr. ' '.fte En^HJlj to quit 
thf iflunJ.. Janitar} liu i jth w'as .ippoiutJu 'tWi^eir de- 
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parture ; but ihany of them, unwilling to leave the illand, 
had dirpeifecl themfelves up and down the coiintr)', by the 
ta'.couragement of the Rajah. A majority, however, weic 
for Multting the illand at the appointed time; and the cap- 
tain i.ot being ready to deparr, tlK'y depoled him, chufing 
in hi?- room Capfnin Tate. Swan^ with about 40 ot the men, 

I wcic lcit.'pn the illand, belidcs i^Ahey had buried. 

A\cai 6 \ 'NG on Ft'bmary in the latitude of 150 9' .t prc>ii- 
rorth, on tt e well lide of the ifla.id of they fivv inxhi^ 
bay a low woody little illand, inhabited only by a kind if 
ot bat of *»ii inci edible lize, the wings, when extended, be- 
ing feveii or eight feet from pinion to pinion. Kvery night 
.^they took, their .flight to the gu'at illand, leturning bef^vic 
dawn ti/thi^k haunts in this foliuidc. On the 23d ihej took 
a bark olf the illand ot Ltu:»it. A eaiioc came lo 

thcmdiom 'Main/, 7, ollering to C(i»\eY their letters to ceiiain 
.jiKichaiiis in the town, who would be glad to canyon a 
i.4iiuk(Hiie tiade with them. Hy llicle Imhans they wei/* iii- 
likewlfe, that no lefs than thiity fail were bing in 
the haib(Mi^ of jMarala^ Lhinefe^ Sjanlan/st and Poriii^urft-, 
of they tame to tlie .ifland of (//</, foity 

leagUwS ['••/o Cc,i,Ltt\ lying near the fonth-wefl point 

of land that forms the long cape or*promonN)ry of Hivn, • 
called Cfitiibci/hi. u;y the 2 iff, refill ning to Pulo (.\iiuore, 
io-vc of x.hTrKwx //igoiiig onboard ^^^'l.iyan \elfel, ten of 
them w'eie Habited by tne cicw, of wliich wounds tliey fooii 
died ; however, it »w3i> P(it convenient for the it/1 to reieiige 
then deaih. In j,‘ne they aiiiietl on the coal! of Cliaa, an- • 
ciioring »: the irand ot St. J'Jaiy on the coalt of Cauton^ in 

* 22' 30' north l.it'iude. /tirei enconntering a violent floim, 

^ihev lleeied tiftiie PtfiA./'jns in 23 degrees north Jut. llcie Trrynr^ 

^ tjie) \\ Lie lively received by xhe Tartanan governor, who jvi ^ w // 
le:u , Jiellur.ents and other piclenis; in retinii for 

whith Mr. Vo.if/, now capt.iinof the Ihip, fent him a lilvei- 
bTn’d. Iword, acaibine, and a gold chain. '\'\\c Pif aJynS 
iCiU' Isaie in general high ;pid locky, with feiiile and plea- .v/f/r* 
allies, which, belidcs fin* giais, produce plantain;., ba- "V 

• liana', ’yil^4^pples, poinplons iugar-cants, poiatocs, , 

Tome eiftum. 'rhefc illaiids at»?iid'^ line biooks ot fielh wa- 

^M^kM^re weil-llor^ijAviljihogs, fowls W'ild and tame, with 
^SJCrr other neeelLVyorTiftk I’he n.uives aiellioir, liiick, 

.* rT 5 Tfld-viraged, with lovy-CMchLads and thick eyebrow^. 
Thti'k’V4:5«f an KfAii-Jnloni, and final!. 'J'heir r.oles .in, 

•flat* an I lhor\^^i>' and monrhs ot the oniin.iiv li> -; 
their » .t/. viiiic and up:i1.u, tlicir hair long, l.inkl .'iid 

• • '• h 3 iuut. 
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black, and their complexion of a dark copper colour. They 
go always bare-headed, and the greater part wholly naked, 
with only a finall bit of rag tied round the waiA. Some have 
jackets of plantain-leaves, but rough as a goat’s Ikiu. .I'he 
women have a fhort petticoat of coarfe cajicoe, of their own 
inuiiuJaffure, reaching a little below the knee. Both fexes 
wear ear-rings of a yelloH metal like gold, havings* weight 
and malleability, but fome^T^ng paler in the cohMr. Dam- 
pier is I oi btful whether, for this reafoii, and vhat he ob- 
ferved it lofe its brightnefs, it be true gold ; concerniiig 
which we, however, have no kind of doubt, as every chy- 
mill knows it to be polIcfTed of the true requilitcs of pure 
gold, viz. its weight and duffility. As for the colour, it i&.. 
adventitious, and may ealily be given toaitihci^ gold ; but 
the other two qualities are what conllitute its real value, and 
ne/cr yet could be imitated. 

Ojnk experiment which 2?dm/r>r mentions would feem,^. 
hoveever, to contradiff our opinion ; it is the ciiftom the na- 
tives have of putting it into a quick fire till it was re» Jit*; . 
after they had befnieared it with a red earth oi. loam. By 
tli's mums they rehne it without melting,*' j^Il t[ie ful|h'iiK^ou5 
p.irticlcs d) ing off. 

Jitwarki ■'1 HF, !- ')nfcs of th^ natives are fmall, fcarcc five /cet high, 
av Fi.'- They ll.ind In little villages upon the fftk^of a rock, three 
cadorcs oi tour low'; one the ')rher. TheSj^KlvV puripi*-. 

feem tij be foimed by nature ir.u lifTcrcnt Ih’clves or Itoicjs 
, limning pai.iilel, upon which tlic) Ln:; d a row of honiL 
‘ and a fccond up to them, a third, and fo on as far as the n.i- 
tiiic of the lock favours their defign. I'aLh low coiuniiini^* 
cafti with ladders fet np like llights of flaiis. ^ J3y this they 
are not only excccdinglv fociablc, b'ft feeurc -J. thefe l.iddeis , 
biing icnKJved, there is no actefs. Nor aie tht. ' Id's cxpeit * 
in lu'.ilding thcii boats and laigervcfrds, of w hie»,.il'^‘y'mako 
j',uat life, fillii u> being their chief cnq>lo\nieni and amufe- 
ji.int. "i'hty re\ r kill hogs or goat’, but feed 
i.-.tiail; c>f l.-ch as JIc by af'<ident^i»i difeafi 
the^' eat, .'ircr 1 aving baruiotF the liai:. Ai.< 
dinai y dilh i ; in gr,..ir iliecm at cci lain te..'ons i-f ri ,\.eTir ; w 
iJiLan n diihof loenli , whicir'ihey tak^. in iticii iieis, aii«i boil 
or hike in aneaithtii pan. Do 
ermi!;/ ; a' il pc' hips it is picjiii , , 

Jtomach ot an Kvi j',uo.n at the llh/^^jlits of it, uitru- 


Kvith an 

o . I. •Hi 
the nu- 

ft ( tJ. 


ineni ano amine- 
II t letd upi'KlTie 
; c\en their nlEn^ 
Ai.otb.ei ectraV- 


.. . .... 

Do'o/yitr^Cy.- ii.il it e.iis 
a- ii pc' hips it 13 picjiii'i e oi'iy 1-uh ii.iii'c .-r. 

n K:'i jf'nin xM the llti/^jlits of it, uitTii- • 

M .n diinkis fin.p'e a’'d pine \v 

>i.li)i1‘i'VtVio.iu.i I o'led • 


i.ilwr i xti.iouliiK.jy otcafiC'PiS, they iifX/i. 

Cut o'.' the l'r:;ar mixed with bh:e.->. leiiie^. 


'/H.s. tjii y 
•. . + ‘ 
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pnt into jars, fuffer it to ferment, refine, and fettle; after 
Which it becomes a plcafant and ftrong wine, refcmbling in 
tafte and colour our Engtijb beer. They call it Bajbee^ whence 
the Englijb Tailors called one of thefe iilands by this name. 

Dampier fays their language bears no affinity to the Chineje^ 

Malay an f or any other language he had ever heard. 

• Thi-.ir '^nly weapon is a kind ofWance, headed with iron. 

A fort of ai tour they ufe of % ‘buffiiloe’s hide, without 
llccvcs, clofe i bout their fhoiilders, reaching below the knee, 
and tliere about three feet wide ; the whole iliff, hard, and 
iinpcneirahla us an oak plank. Dampier could obfeive no 
kind of religion among them. They Teemed to have neither 
-’.‘iols, woi fliip of^any kind, laws, or government, except a 
certain farhilj^preccdeiiey and refpeft which children paid to 
their parents, and >ounjr people to old men. However, he 
imagines tjut they ha\c lome laws «ftablifhcd by antient enf- 
j^m ; tor he fiw a young man buried alive for theft. The 
Wife ftands in gie.it awe and obedience to her hufband, info- 
our author fufpefts he has the power of life and 
death over ^r and her children. The boys are bred up to 
filliing* ;Ad ihe giiJa*to working under their mothers in the 
pKintati^hji^.v.lS* 1 are fmaller or larger in propoilion to the 
family; no.iichcs being ix\]uiritc here, rffid nothing more rc- ^ 
qiiiri-d ih.m tofnp;f. the wants and calls of nature. They 
.mv' pvaecaKil*, f : I pit able, and civil peopl'* both to (Irangers 
.I'l.I t.) eiK h Ollier. During the flay of*" the EugUJh iheie, not 
ilie f.n.ilkif dlifcicnec aiole cither among themfclves or with 
tlie ^.ilol^ in the com fe of commerce, although theic weic • 


not wanting oualioiih, had they been of a quarrelfomc hu- 


mour. 


... .‘\i 1 1 R layii '»,in a flftck of frefh provifions, and making Avkhm 
the nc<.cllar} t/ifei vations, they weighed anchor with inten-yS'*"" 
lion to i. Mxmla^ thei e to cruife for the Manila gal- '■(A"''''’ 
but a \iolent florm difconcerted their meafuics, leiii-A^'®"- 
l’cn<t’»e mtn from continuing in thofe feas, and delei mined 
.'IK-: plain to bear away \ov Cape Comorin, Captain Tatc'% 

to round the call fiijp of the Philippines^ keeping 
■(i')UtlrT<fr I'tSUipfrc illaiWs, to pafs to the ///VZ/Vi/i ocean, pic- 
vailcd. n)\he a 9th of DcienibtP they difeovered two ifl.inds 
JSi||^lVve<f of which they flood oft' fouth to- 

A. iu IloHiui^ Dampier affiims, in the mofl 



lie J aiiaunucr 23® 5' fouth-wefl from the eaflend o\ ihc 
• H h 4 • iiV«vl 


i 
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Uland of Timor, did not appear to them till they had failed 
fifty or fixty leagues further; and that they found the tides 
on the coafi of New HolUtnd keeping their conllant courfe, 
the Hood running north*by-eaft, and the ebb fouth-by-eafl:. 
On January the 4th they fdl in with the coaft of New Hol- 
land at 1 6* 5^ fouth latitude. His obfervations here are fuch 
as we have taken notice of in his voyage exprefsly made for, 
difeoveries in the South May the 5th th<^ arrived at 

Nicobar, where Dampier <fiiittcd the Ihip, and took pafiage 
in a large canoe to Sumatra, whence he embarked in an 
Englijb Indiatnan to Togaia, from thence to Ma^rafs, after- 
wards to Benculi, and at fail to England, where he arrived in 
July 1691. r. 

7 heendof Thus ended the voyage of the Buccaneers round tfie* 
Bam- world; the reputation of uhich recommende(four author to 
pier’/ the favour of the mofi iogenious and public-fpirited pci-fons 
voyage. the age. As the Earl of Pembroke was the moft powerful" 
in his patronage, fo were his profeffions the warmeft and 
fincere. His countenance chiefly it was that enabled J^amficr 
to undertake the expedition we have already mcntiofiecr to 
New Guiney and New Holland. AlthQugh hc*»\arf. no com- 
mand in the prefent circuit, yet the accufg^c'i^' /f his l.nTmals, 
and the genius he difeovered for obfervation, gave liim the 
* chief reputation of it, and pointed hiiH.a-.it as a pcifon ejua- 
lilicd for making difeoveries in the South iVrfj- - 
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4S9 


Coniatning a eoncife view of the voyage round the world 
performed by Captain W codes Rogers. Next an in- 
troduttion to Mr, An(bn*i expedition round Cape Horn ; 
the dijirejfes fuffered in bis pajfage ; the lofs of the 

• 'WsLgcr^^oopf and misfortunes if Captain Cheap; the 
taking Of Paita. Ue drediful fituation of the Cen- 
turion before bit arrival at the Lad rones ; the bap- 
pinefs the feamen enfoyed at Tinian ; Mr, AnfonV 
departure for China; his tranfaSlions there \ bis 
, ^ cruife for Acapulco Jhip ; the taking of the gal- 
leon \ bis Jecond arrival in China ; bis vifit to the- 
viceroy of Canton ; and lafily bis arrival in Eng- 
land; with rejleblions on the voyage, S'o this account 
annexed a Jhort view of Admiral Pizarro'j /qua- 
elronifiint from Old Spain to intercept the commodore ; 
^^iwthe number lefs dijirejfes be encountered in his at- 
tempt V Rouble Ope Hum. 


7 N the year *1708', an expedition was fct«n foot by the mcr- An«r- 
-*■ chants terminated in a vo}agc round ihc ceuAef 

W(jjjl,d. i 3 afp(c' 4 n U'lcdis Rogers, an aftive, rcl'oliite, and vi- Woode* 
gilant officer, was appointed commanAci in chief of two ' 

flout privateers, well-manned and provided for a long voy- 
age and defperate attempts. IVooiies bore away for the 
I'erd iflands, where, by his courage, he fiipprefled a daii- 
y^rous mutiny on board, fails for the South Seas, takes a 
piizc, perform^ fevcral agallant exploits on the coafi of 
7t/t’.v/4'& and Per,^, ariivcs upon the coafl: of Califoniia, where 

S tit'eicd^up^ .1 commerce with the natives ; lakes a Manila 

richly*u.^cn, after a warm engagement ; he engages three ^ 

. Manila fhips, but, after a long Ifrugglc for \i«il:ory, is 
fbiceo to abandon the enterprizc ; he continues his voyage to 
'Sufavia, and thence proceeds *for England, where he arrived 
ui I .'‘TtA5*«4^pedition was fupported with abun- 

darice of fpir and the pl an f a well laid iltat it could not 
^ •fuccefs. ‘"^g^ain Rogers's wound that he received in 
J engagement impediment to his fucceeding 

tnei^ but the lofs of«b rich a prize as the 

ough^ whoUy so \% attributed to the great fu^rio- 
fiYic' "here is a variety of cmious occur- 
in this voyage, that render it well-defci ving of vhe 



rcafhir^g^jiCii* • but our limits will admit of no iiioie iht 
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brief recital of the cotitcnts. After this the voyages of Cliff 
perton and Shflvocke were undertaken in the year 1719; but 
as \vc have already giv'cn a fhort account of thefe, wc {hall 
proceed to that of George .^n/bn, Efq, in the Ce/iiurioHf as 
commodore of a fquadron of Bntijb fliips {h). 

From the time that Shtiin po/lefTed herlelf of the Wefi In- 
dies and the Southern Continent of it hasjj^>en deemed" 

a nia\iin of /late, that the IJcft way to reduce her posver, and 
humble her pride, is by attacking her in the South Seas. 
This mii\iin was cultivated with great diligence and equal 
fuccefs, under the gloiious reign of Q^ecii Elizabeth. Lven 
in that of her indolent fuccc/for, wlien u quarrel with Spain 
broke out in 1624, the firll thing thought of by our patriota* 
was an expedition cither to the V/eJi or to t^e ^ovth Seas. 
The project was ciilcd tlie IVefi India Jjpiciatkn^ fiipported 
and appuned by men t]i€ moll eminent for birth, opulence,^ 
and ability, of any in the nation. This feheme, howcvc|C 
fhaied the late or moll other public-fpirited, bold, and ho^t 
projects of that reign. It was entered upon with \chwtficK* 
pill hied with languor, and fiiffered to vaninv^hito nothing, 
tliioiigh indolence and coiruption. The n<ivtVil^ti"rK with 
Spnnu wlikh WMi ynder the prolcff 01 atc\>'i Cr.<.vclU pro- 
cUk.’d the (a.nedehgrn, but with clfl/is as dirieitent as weie 
the diip^Jlbions of 'Janus and Oliver, rXb I 'tier F.ither 
*■ • Ca,\t wii, eiKoiiiageJ to p'abiilh his iiLiount of rlie 

//•/• i,.j- du'i ; a I ii\ luidhiiicc whit .h tint acilivc* aiul enterpj idng ufiir- 

pel < on\< I ted inf*) immediarc .ndv.uitage ; loi, upon (Vr/ire’s 
• .ivcoiiiu, ill..* pi*)jc-ri upon IliffHiukhi was formed, the conl'^^ 
cjii«.'u 0 of v\ liie!i wa". the tonquell of 'Januiua ; an illand the 
ii.oi'l \ahiable ptih.ip> of all the lUitiJh colcmijs. After the 
it.lloiatioii, iio’v.i iilk-.iding (lreat*‘Biiti\iir^\^ on tciras t-jf 
I'ljcidi'ljip with .V/.o//, Uhirles feut Sir JJhiy^arb-.r'AS^hy iu., 
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the year 1 669, by the Streights of Alngellan, into the South 
Seas. To acknewlegc the truth, our -frh atcers, Sharpe, 
Davis, Swan, and others, were continually iiif'cfting South 
jr/nieriia ; fo that our fcamcii wcic no ftraugeis at that time 
to any ot the paflanes into the South Seas. It was then no 
iinulual praftice witli the merchants of London and Bri/iol to 
Ik out fliips l<^r thele parts ; biit^^cftier for the purpofes of 
tiade, or for tne lefs fair but cafie^rolits of privateering, is, 
at this dillance ot time, a point we cannot clearly determine. 
Whatever their purpofcb might, have been, certain it is that 
frequent expeditions weie made into the South Sens, and no 
complaiurs heard of the danger, fatigue, and hardfhips, of 
^’v.h a voyage. 'I’his fuflieicntly evinces the neceflity of 
keeping branch of navigation open, if W'e wouhl always 
preferve oiirleKes in a condition to let me and extend our 
trade, anti maiiuain the reputation o^G rent Britain asaiua- 
rii’iue power. After the revolution, feveral propofals w'cre 
madv.tand received with .ipprobat'on, for cflablilhing acorn-* 
ipi<’l».e Soulh Sins. It is even bejonJ doubt that King 
yf'/Z/n/m gave iiAti '‘'lions to Admiral to inquire how 
far any w'cre piaflicable. On the breaking 

out of th?*^^v!j^pl^ .'ar in the reign of Qiieen June, all the 
w'orld txpe<?Tej that tlie hrll thing the inautTine powets would 
have tried, wqiiTcN)e tP.w trta ts a fquatlron would have in the 
Soiii 4 t for *‘'.e fcrvke or Crati^'s, the puj'.ditc of 

th«' Duke of .-injou^ 01 lljt geneial advai.Mge of the voiih de- 
lates. The Ihitijh nation, in paiticalar, \va> eaintlf th. n tl.c 
w.ir might be eai iled on 111 this wav ; and. to giv... then. l-f):n s, 

• he legillarure fo far i.ppiovtil thi feirln.ents the people, 
Atilt a bill w.i5> intiodiu'id inU) p.irii ’.meir .md pa!:i»! bj the 
honfe of knds, toi ‘he betr^i taii)ing on t.’Vv war by lea and 
land in Jhe //'i/7 -r. It w.r. !)y inini'ter’ d eiafr, Iv>lt in 

’ tiu/houfe oj^Ve . me:'.',, and ad d<. 'igns ol that natiiie laid 
iifiJf/^lor u.iloiif v.hh wnult the public ^i.r nevs.*- y t 
\in:ii1c' avqii.'iiited. The oniv cxne I'lion llieNvii.'Ie 


\^ai that of tile and piuhji ihips, un.hi < .;'!."'n 

Ixive, f, mil nic^^tioi.ed.^ Ciaimuu'* on u tlM"-.;^ ('f it • iihy, 
wtTj; latftir'.ipi^'ti.is henu,.yiml a bidden o. ’I'ltio’; n.'s ta- 
ken it) biuic alijlhi-^ivantages tTit luiiio-t .ot.; I e\|)e'^! o(>,n 
illicit-'- cilo:'.-’; a compno' wiih 

tide, bn'i/v'nl/^u'u Iva-'.citig till wiih.^ of^lic 


pci‘)ple^" thd^kiioiiT itc lv.*Lir/,*n” the iraii.n.r of their ef.i- 
biilhnieui’/ Tb-* na*tio;;i^ diVovtied that the f'.np'iiy 
^w.is an ^i.prv n ^^:lIcr nteal'Mes weie waincvl lb 

biiip tlfi^frade to/ui} degitc or htiglif ; and till mo^e eif c^ 
lt.«i ,-2^d be taken, the iiieivh.:.its once inote ho-a 

. i. 1 


4^1 
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gan to fend privateers, which pi*oduced the voyages of SM- 
vocke and Clipperton^. Hence if is apparent, what the fenfe of 
the nation has been for a fcries of years, in regard to attack* 
ing the Spaniards in theu* colonies and plantations. One ad* 
ditional reafon for fending a fquadron into the South Seas 
concurred in the laA war with the others we have mentioned ; 
the nation had been Ung deprived of the liberty of fending 
fhips, even in profound ^.ace to the South Sc&s, which was 
not the cafe before the effablilhment of the company. It was 
therefore not furprifing, that as foon as the laft rupture with 
Spain happened, the general voice of the nation (hould die* 
tate fuch an expedition, as might revive the navigation in th^ 
South SeaSf and like wife afieA the enetriy in a tender piyjtM 
Hence was it that fo univerfal a joy fpread ijfelf oygr the na- 
tion at the time this enterprize was firll undcrt:ikcn, and 
a fleet for that purpofo equipped. During its ftay,at Port/- 
mouthy there was a mofl general cxpe<^fatioii of its pcrfo& a- 
ing things of the highefl confequence to Great Britaiis/nnd 
reducing the enemy to reafon. ^ 

*Ihe great At London every one fpoke of it as a defigp that multne-^ 
expeSa- ceflarily be attended with confequencis highly, advantageous, 
tions of the if properly conduced. Their hopes o^r^ccyj^ .i^rc raifed 
Britiih to the higheft piuh, when it was known that C.;ptain jdnfoa 
nation was named to the command. He ha^l, u^on occafions, 

framthu fjjewn himfelf an officer equally vigilant inr d\ty .,and 
^o/conmfr cx:ercifc of power ; correfting the cnormi- 

' ties of bis inferiors by example rather than harfh reproof ; 

by which he had acquired, in the courfe of his ferviccs, the 
efteem of the officers, and the affeftions of the fcatnen ; qlfFv.. 
litics rarely blended in the fame perfon, but juAly akribed'tL 
him. ^ 

Although his niajcfly’s inflrudlions to the Commodore 
were dated January the 31ft, 1740, yet he did not’ rcce^\’S*< 
them from the Duke of Ne^jcajHe, the principal lecretary of 
ftate, bv.fore the 28th of June, Aftenvards a variety of ^acci* j 
dents continued to hinder his departure. On his arriyul a^ 
Spithcad, he found the fqnadion wanted 300 fcamea of tire 
full complement ; a deficiency *'11 the 

latter end of July, and c"cru ifttiu but inipcrf'»'?tly. Infte.*doF. 
300 able Tailors, his fleet was augnjeulp’' ^yHib more 
raw, hen, of which 98 were To increafeJiiiS^^^j*' 

flca^'lon, 500 invalids, collfr*pc* from .oilcgeTwire 

fuhrlituted in the room of BLinK.^ /eg|meiit o^ foot,'^id three 
inr.cpendent companies of 100 mui cac'h>,}^hich be been ^ 

p.veii toexpe^f. Indeed as thefe out-penfioners are .eputed 
» > amount to ;ooo in number, there was be- 

V i^ 
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ing able to cull out 500 men capable of difchargiing the2r 
duty. But, alas I they had been bdbre draughted; in-T’^fow. 
Head of rough hirdy veterans, an^ged, feeble, and decrepid^Mv^j^ 
detachment was fent to make the ^uit of the globe. The*//"*^ 
commodore was chagrined at the dnappointment, and the old 
foldiers difguiled atjbeing thus hurried away from the 
their fervices merited, to perUh by ^feafe in a long voyage 
ITefore they could arrive at the fi^e St aftion. Many of them*' 
were above 70, moft of them exceeding 60 years of age, and 
all of them much fitter to fpend the remainder of their lives 
ill the enjoyment of peace and tranquillity than amidfl the 
perils ot flordis and the frowns of war. The confequence 
Vas that above a third deferted, and their place was fupplied 
by 210 marines draughted from different regiments, being a 
raw iiiMcipll^d corps. Thus the Commodore's land- 
force was compofed of young men, who knew not the ufe of 
arms, or* of veterans who had long^ofr the ability of tiling 
them. The fquadron, however, being put in the beft con- 
dition that filch circumfrances would admit of, he made tlie 
nR,’'dnirjr<lifpolitions for failing. 


■ The fquadfen coniiflcd of the following fliips of war, and 
others JWr " ' 

.^Gnns, Men. 

Centurion -iANComiigodorc George Anfon, 

GIoiicr/it^J ‘ - Captain iWrw, 


Secern 
Pearl 
IVagcr 
^P’nal (loop 


Mitchcl, 

Kidd, 

Murray, 


60 • 
50 - 

50 . 

40 - 
28 - 
16-8 


4C0 
300 
300 
250 
140 
100-80 


The niiw 

ber ami 
Jirengtb ef 
thisfyua^ 
dran. 


t ■ Tenders. Tons. 

Ajin and Pink - 400 

Jndiijiry - - - - 200 

were to atti“nd the {i.]nadron till the provifions on board were 
confumed as to make 100m for that on board the tend- 
\crs, afier which they were to be difeharged. 

'•s "Wth this fquadron of foe men of war, and body 
land fol cs by lieuteniuit-coloncl Cracherode, 

"“mSSorc fl\itJ from lo St. Helenas on the 

^ uff, wli&>»-4?r want of pofilivc orders, he was de- ^ 
*11 the i9tSiPjftr<gbtembcr, when, ioining a’^othcr 

- •'^1 ;* ' \ 

' (B) £om& affirm^ ufre them a ■ greater propbrtrm of 

the CeM:yrj',n 5l^Wlen^ men than Mr. Waltrrs acAounc 

Ghueej^r ^50, adinit.s of. Ste Werrw's >^py- 

fame ui^ber; in fl*ort all of ages, vol.i £ 338.^ 

. 8 fqu.'idfl 
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fquadron tinder Sir ^^ 4 ?, he got under 'fail by ten 

that evening. It was then obferved, that no {hips defined 
for the South Seas had evq.* begun their vopgc at that feafun 
of the year ; yot perhaps in this remark was lefs truth than 
was generally imagined ; for Sir John Narbormghy one of 
our beft Teamen, did not weigh frotsuEng/and b^ore the 
26th of the (lime mon^. Commodore tided it, and 
Arrtws at cleared the chanel in fouj^^ays, arriving at the Madciras on 
fhe Mz- the 28th of October i a tedious palKige, which made thefea- 
ULiras. more clamorous againft the dilatory proceedings that pre- 

vented their failing fcveral weeks fooncr. After continuing 
about a week at the Madeiras, in wooding, watering, and 
providing the fleet with necefTaries, the commodore gav^ 
orders for weighing. Previous, however, to this, a fmall* 
alteration was made in the command, owin^ to il/e ill Hate 
of health of Captain Norris, who obtained leave to return 
home. Captain Kidd, *of the Wager, was appointe’d to t!tc 
Pearl ; Mitthel, of the Pearl, removed to the Gloitc^er ; 
Murray, of the Trial {loop, fucceeded to the W^er, and 
his fliip was given to Lieutenant Cheap, Jufi before his'W;- 
parture from the Madeiras, the commodore l'’jceivcd advice' 
from two Englifb privateeis, that 10* fail 9^ ^hip‘!.^*^»ipporcd 
to be Spamjh, wejfi cruifing oft' to the weftwt^i'l^ 1 le fent 

* one of the privateers in qneft of them, ^iit f'.u'-cttirned next 
day without .any intelligence, upon whitn .jbe, T]uadion 
weighed to proceed? on their courfe. Theilland ot StV'Ca^ 
tberme's, on the coaft of Braftl, was appointed for the ren- 
dezvous of the whole fquadron, in cafe of reparation. On 

* the 13 th of Deumber they crollctl the tropic of Capricorn^ 
and on the 19th had fight of the ifland of St, Cniket 

Sicknefs in jfter having loft a great number of men by the intcinj>erarn e 
of the climate. Many befidcs were confined to their ham- 
r c.alenturcs, paft all hopes of recovery, and fomo- 

%icps de ^ languid condition with dyfentcries, ftuxes, and tji 
trim's, neiinus’s^ the common attendants on the recovery from a'ea- 
leiuiire. It was with great joy they arrived at a place where j 
they expelled refreftinicius. They moored the fliipa, w()bdc(U* 


and watered, cleanicd the leflels, exjijauAcd (Iv^rig^i^, aiuL 
above all, took every pre^gt'^a'&.i’.^r the rcco^.y and ealj^-of 
the lick, for whom a tent was pitclicd on.^br^ic. * j 

Tkr feafbn of the year groysngaBPery day lefs fat'JWBrt^i 
for tjpeir palfage round Cape fyiru thJ' com mo 
de{ii]^u<i of leaving the illand, bii was dqf'^'Mld i'nje-urin'g 
the/nafts of the lloop till the Kjth '^hen he 
agrn proceeded to feu. After all the careaken pro}^‘rly to 
rixt the Xs'iul Hoop, the was Hill in a crazy o^udiii^*. On 
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the 24th, the head of hermainmall being carried away, and 
her foremaft fprung, (he was t|ken into tow by the Cku- 
cejler. On February the 8th ttte crews were put to lliort 
allowance, having two quarts of water a day. On the r3th 
they found themielves off Cape B\nco, which at a dirtance 
appears like a long^table. Three da) s after they fell in with Tie Peirl 
a fail, to which the Gloucejier gave iiace. It proved to be brings him 
fhe Pearl, feparated from the ft^adron by a hard gale 
days before. She had been chafea by five large S/» ;;////« men’/ I*'*®’’* 
of Avar, from which (he efcaped by favour of the night 
This was Pizarro's fquadron, who had received fo minute 
intelligence of every thing belonging to the liriti/h fquadron, 

•that, by exactly iitiitatiiig the red broad pennant of the com- 
modore at ihc main-topmaft-head, he had nearly drawn in tlic 
P^rtrfTWfcr tftflruftion, On the i8th the Brihjh Iquailroti 
anchored in the bay oiSt.Juliaiu on the coafi of Patagonia^ 
fituatcdln the latitude of 49 dcgre?k 1 1 minute*!; fonth lati- 
tude and in the longitude of 80 degrees we'l: from L'itul'.it. 
Thc^captain of the /Var/ having died dining her fcpaiation 
*{fcm thfHeet, gave room for another promotion. Captain i 9 ffwr/r.T- 
• fiKcc|rled to the Pearl, and hi*; command was filled n 9 *ionsiy 

up by had for his fuccefiiir Mr. Sau/hfers /?"«• 

his riout^j44 1 here was a repot t thrqjigh the fiLCt, that^^^* 
Captain his tk*ath-bcd, have dec). iied, that • 
this vo3jagdr»n3ied upon with fneh higiicxptYTatiop.';, would 
In fbe chM produce poverty, vermin, famine, and every other 
niftry that could complet*. the mear.’ie(»f their defiriuftion. 

But however current tin.; nimonr pallid, it i> proba’'Ie that 
*»he prophecy, lb unbecoming a man td” llnfe and a /’amiin, * 
had no foimdatioii in truth. An officer knows his 

I duty loo well to ferve his country ou’y for llie increafe of 
hi.s foi tune, or to breathe ^Tifeontentand defpoiulency amongff 
hiy Jailors. This Uory, therefore, was probably forged by 
^itaiii pgij/ons, as an cxcufc to colour their own ill condud'f. 

■Vv'hhout doubt ir was attended with unlucky effi^'^s, and * 
^the dciecfioii it iufpired contributed not a little to produce 
i-the fhifehiefs it predicted. • 

ThI fqiiad'jt.'H r*. ’/icd a wedk in pott Jallm, over- T-.lr Aaf^n 
h»Img*'their iiJging, reccivi''{j,;lj5,'ir proportion of (tores out 
of ji^ tenders-. (loop, and taking in felt. As no/">'« 
jIltll^iltMijuld hefounCi coaft, the men were rclVicled 

a dav, afid tlice^nts for the lick. Thcjyth-l'" '* 
the fcni'jdrbn-*jl^BgJjed ; bulthe 6’/«/ri’/?t’r, no? being anL* to 
purchafe her aliOiors^-lriit ^v.;y, lea’ ing her beft bow an^or 
and tl^* third of ^^cable behind. A/ .-n .6 the yh the c’\i- 
modorv^iad llolit of Cape Virgh Mary, at the eitfrancc V‘ 

.y " Jc 
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Tht rm- the Streights rf Magellan, Ij^earing fouth-weft by ibuth. Im* 
maiert af mediately before their failing a council of war was held oa 
fiaiitts a board the Centurion by th*^. fea officers and Colonel Crachc^ 
commodore acquainted them, that it was an 
*^'thhit* article in his infiniflions,.^o endeavour to fecure ibme port 
Seas, where ihe fhips might be careened and re- 
tiens, in therefore prqpofed, that their tirft attempt fhould 

UHfiquence be on the town of BaLivia^vtYat chief frontier of the diftrift 
of which of ChilL To this propotTxtion the council unanimoufiy ac- 
teriain re- ceded ; and, in confequence of this refolution, new iiiftruc- 
/elutions tions were given to the captains, direding them, in cafe of 
mre taken, feparation, to cmife off the ifiand of Neitfira oeniora de So- 
coro for ten days ; whence, if not joined the commodore,* 

they were to proceed andcrulfe off the harbour of Baldivia. 
If, in 14 days more, they were not joined byrthe^.'i!! of the 
fquadron, they were then to proceed to the ifiand of Juan 
Fernandez, and to reguk.te their further proceedings by their 
former orders. But as the reparation of the fleet might be 
attended with the worfl confequences, each captain Was en- 
joined not to keep his fhip at a greater diftance** jhan n.n 
miles from the commodore. On the 6th they^jirfit faw Terra • 
del Fuego, and the day following got fight qf.j'h'- 
Anfon thers, at the very mouth of the Strei^ts of 4 i; Idaire, At 
1” ^**8^^* ****^®*‘ ® condnujil feries of hardfltips, apj ti.f; greateft 
s « /> calamities that ficknefs, want, and tempeds, conlq bnrg along 
Ja^nhappy them, the commodore arrived in the SoitiVbease- It 
would greatly exceed our bounds to relate every minute cir- 
r^jfWCa. cumflance; fufficieUt it is, that fancy cannot plflurc toitfclf 
Horn. dangers more perilous, and diftrcflcs more preffing and^ 
fevere, than ihofe the fquadron fiiffercd. Above 200 men 
were de.*td, moil of the crews confined to their hammocks ;) 
ihofe who were able to keep the deck were too feeble to be* 
of ufe in working the fiiip ; and the few healthy mdn that^ 
remained were pinched by hunger and thirft, and fatigu^ 
to death with continual watching, and ihcbufinefsof 
rcfpcflivc fliips. ^ 

^'i&cGlou- April the i oth the; parted with the Chucefler and IFager,^ 
cefter Wthe latter of which they npver again jiliy ; an.unacccyantable^ 
Wagerflr^a^.j.ident, conlidering they had better wc:»'.her'Tfiaii ifoy 
feparated pacing lue Itrelglus, and,M£ .c but a^p*Ade- ! 

rate (fiflance from ?ua/j Fenuj^t^ -t ^ L'iie Ctniwi/fm^MrlfL 
Cloin^Jler were, ot .ill the fqyAdit>n, iti perhaps ^ik" 

tiabli.' condition; with hands fi^v^rce ruflici^’ J‘ left tp work 
the/fHiips, tlie living were ptllcrtld'with rats, and the moil ■ 
disagreeable animals. Their fick men liad even fhair foes 
eitea off by that naufeous vermin, and thcif. bod;» - mifer- 

■ ably 


from the 
fqnadron. 



ably fflang^ By tftofe rapadJis eotemies. Oa the pth t)Flfr«rrM 
yant the oomAoddre defeim la|d, which proved to be the«^ 

Silaiid of fuan ftrnandez, a pica of intelligence recdved by Fetnu* 
the feamen with incredible tnmfp^. 'The Centurion was in 
atl inconceivable ftate of debility, raeir water othauAed, and 
the officers withoat diAinftion oblq^ to affift in navigating 
the ihip. Bat the emotions of t^ feamen are not to be 
defcrib^ when they approach^ near enough the fiiore to 
behold the profpeft of a pure Umpid Aream of frelh watet 
that poured down in a cryftal cafcade from a rock an hundred 
fret high into the fea. The i ith they entered the harbour, 
being the fame day joined by the Trial, which had loft 34 of 
'her men fince thdr inanition, and fiiftained hardftiips little 
infer ior tq tho fe fufiered by the Centurion, This ifland, , 
Whicii'iVUBlW^ 10 leagues from the coaft of ChiR, is perhaps 
the only commodious place where Ejfitijb cruifers can refr^ 
and recover their men after a pallage from the North Seat, 
and where they may remain for fome time without alarming 
the ihanifb coafts. This rendered the fituation of the com- 


iDbdore'^e happier, cfpecially as he was to wait fo long for 
the JunAion tf, the reft of the fleet. 

Ho Vji^Ei^iger^ their deflre might be to free the RckTheaniJl* 
from thclp^^hfome confinement, and tHeir own impatience (f the 
to get pnftjera^ they had not hands- fufficicnt to prepare the 
tents reception before the 1 6th. On that and the 

t^y 5 Avowing days they were bulled In landing them, the 
whole amounting to 179 perfons, 12 of whom died in the 
boats, occalioned by the too violent preflure of the air upon , 

« their enfeebled and fpiritlefs bodies. As this was a work of 
great fatigue to the few healthy men, the commodore and 
J other officers lent their. aid without diftinflion of ftation or 
qiu^y. They now expefted an immediate lecovery to their 
infirm con^panidns, from the happinefs of the climate, and 

refrpAiments the iflands afforded; but, to their great , 
nioTflfi^tion, it was 20 days after their landing before the 
' ^ mortality ccafed, or even abated. For the firft 12 days they 
‘ bulled iix or feven in a day, and thofe who promifed a 
l onger' life recovered flow and almoft infenlible degrees. 

On me 27th*4iey had light er£<the Qloucefter ; and conjeAnre- 
■ mgl'^om their fituation, what hers muft be, fcoKa lieu- 
i-^riW^ith a few han^b-i^V to inquire into hv con- 

VflTiCfcp^'Cteiptain Mitchell momln proper to detain themands 


mjy^'Ctemtain Mitchell ( 
fuft iti \vbflfl«g his lbi| 


}i!gnt proper to detain themaads 

not above 80 of his wholc'^trew trejed eon* 


being able to teeg the deck. He continued for a whde ^ck 
otf and. on, witfiin four leagues of theiiland, fometimesjn- ^ ®'** 

deavoityng to.bring rhe Ihip in tow to the harbour, at otiW 
Mod., Wist. VoL. XI. I i tiEwp 
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Vimes changing this inefre£tu|l meafure for fosse other. At 
laft, on the loth of July, iff fpite of all his elfoits^ he waS' 
driven quite out of light, when the people* on (hore began 
to defpair of ever again feftng the companions of their mif- 
fortunes. On the i6th Bn wa8<again within. fight of the 
illand, fired two gnns, aid made a fignal of diSrefs,. hav- 
ing then but one punclybn of water leftl' This want the 
commodore immediately Tun^Ued by his boats, fending like*^ 
uifc wine, and other rcfremments. The 19th Ihe was a fe- 
cond time blown off to the lefler ifland of Juan Fernandez, 
about 20 leagues foiith-fouth-weft of the greater. Here 
the Gloucejlcr attempted to fend her boat on flitfre for water, 
having fight of fcveral rivulets, but to nopurpofe. On the • 
23d they made the larger ifland once more, and that day 
rime to an anchor ; upon which the commodcra Ids^paiched 
feme hands, to aififl them in mooring. 

As the men on fhore Were now tolerably recovered, they 
diligently fell to cleaning their fhips, filling water, cutting 
wood, and preparing for the profecution of their voyage. 
Four Jbipi four fhips of the fquadron were yet miffing, whfeli incosj 
vftte ceivably affiiflcd the commodore, who reprefe^ted them to 
JqtMdron his imagination in circumflanccs the mc^ dei^J^Vablp^# Cap- 
yHllmiJp- jaia Afi/cAW/ had ^ difeovered an ifland Tuero, 

i»g> t lying about 22 leagues to the weft ward of Jugii'tvrnandez, 
it was thought poffible that either the omer mip^ mivAit have 
miftaken this for thp place pf rendezvous, or ^t Itift lave 
it out of their power to proceed further. The comniodore 
ordered the Trial Hoop to proceed thither, to fee whether 
the event would juftify their conjecture; but flic returned^ 
without being able to bring the fmalleft intelligence. In the 
mean time the commodore ordered coppers for baking biead | 
for the lick to be creCted on fhore but it Happened that tlic ‘ 
greater part of the flour was on board the viCtuallCr the 
/.tma pink, which obliged him to fhorten the allowance 
' the fean^en. . 

Si'P rnMiiEK the 7th a fail 'appeared in the offing; upon ^ 
whicii the commodore, ilippii^g his cables, gave her d^ace.S 


TXf Cen- ‘ The next day they loft figet of her but fooii difeovered an- ^ 
turion other fail, wliich they too k, ret urning with ]ier«to JuJtfrFFf^- 
takesa nandez. The prize w.a^ the and on r 

pnee, and among Other things, pieces of cigh^l^^ciUfy: 

*wt^oftbe **ftcjfthis they wcic joined ^ tl^ Anna pink ; 
tmders, ariy,al fhe was found unfit for fo iher fcryj|^,ruiilDadsuKhek 
lining taken out, and condemned. Ahci* this, tlm fleet \ 
v^ghed, in order to cruife upon the Spn^b fliorc, having 
(Mt the Tr^ii/ floop before, to cruife in u^rtalq^^tode. 



tiU joined by the ^oiniiio(ioie.| After the dAuia pink thte 
^ rcdiaiDed'iniiliitt of the fleet A Piarl, and Wager^ 

the other viftndler having de&tnred her proviiioas« and been 
tdifchaiged before their arrival^ iht ^utb Seas, Thefe 
(hips all underwent very lignal mailers. The Severn and 
Pearl parted con^ny with the clpmodore off Cape Nmr, 
put back into the Brafib \ whilim Captain Cheap, in the Je account 
* 1 Vager, feemed to have aU ^St^mpficated* misfortunes fuf- 9 f *he loft 
ferSi by the reft of the fquadron muted and difeharged upon Wa- 
hls head. He had on board a few field>picces mounted for Sff^^be 
land fervice, fome cohorns, feveral kinds of artillery (lores, 
pincers, to(&, and other materials, intended for the opera- 
tioos on (here. , This made the commodore and Captain 
extremely dellrous, that, as the enterprife at Baldivia 
was^sj e w u th every thing might be in readinefs for the exe- 
cution, if the fqua^on ftiould rendezvous off that coaft (B). 

As th<^lPager, with this view, w^ making the beft of her 
way to the firft rendezvous, whence (he propofed fteering for 
BtuSivia, (he made the land on the 14th of May, and ‘at 
4 ialf au hour paft four in the afternoon ftruck upon a rock 
at about the^titude of 47 degrees fouth. The crazy con- 
dition^f^l^ (hip>« being little better than a wreck, pre- 
vented keeping olT to Tea, and^entnngled her more 

and sx^e which occaiioned the prefent mif- 

fortuira.^he was grounded between two (harp rocks, pre- 
f<Atly uulged at about a cannon (hot fr^m (hore, and was in- 
tirely loft, but not before the crew had time to efcape to 
land in the boats, with a conilderable quantity of pioviilons. 

They were now on a defolate coaft, with every circumftance 
of horror prefented to their imaginations ; a deplorable (late, 
rendered ftill more terrible by the ungovernable impetuouf- 
nel^ anarchy, and mutihous inclinations, which prevailed 
an^g the ciew. From this difpofttion folloived thofe bitter 
vrevifoig^**thofe fatal diftenfions, and malevolent humours, 

(B) We have extrafted from different face upon matters ; 

HMs the account publiflied by, but as part of his defence was 
the gunner and carpenter ; an founded upon the denial of cir- 
'iruMKint which ought to be read cumftances well attefted ; viz, 
attention, and merits re-" thsnrendezvous at Frr«>»- 

as it ftands uncontradifted tfez, it is ftill a dubioNs point 
1 x7'^ foture publication, rCX- how far his conduft (mds ac- 
I cemlffStvl^ captain madi in quitted. Withnatentcrin'Aupon 
'litftfwn jdflind»a9q, wberq l^bth the merits of the argameri\ we 
were*parties ddqcerned. Cer- ihall briefly recilt She aFyen- 
tUn indeed it isy niat the cap- twa. 

cain*a krival in fingland fet a * 1 ' 

.1 i 2 which 
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wfakb neatly eeraiiiiaie<! In 
€heaf^ anxioas for tfaelf 
biaOi or partlaKty, refbhed« 
filch a manner as to ‘ 
northwar4.. As he had 
arms, he ^uhted not,. 


i9>s B.xris 

; €;anh^ 

end IQiftty/ aM strfdtQRt m 
poffibk, to fit the & 

-the fyi, and to proved to dm 
^ him above ^oo men. and fire- 
ihouldnustt a span^ Ihip. to 


be able to take her, andficcoajjaqiodace hiscre ’The, 

ndghbonrhood-of Chifi, ir probably, would furnifii him * 
wim many opportaottiea oC the experiment; and 

thb courfe he determined, tb follow : at whether he 
(hcceeded in this projefi, or not, he fiibod a chance for faU* 
ing in with the commodore. Bat, however pnident this 
foheme was laid, it met with obfiruftlon from the greater 
part of the ccew. As they were fotigded' with t he dijfe ;d*^s 
and Angers they had already enoounttned; aiuf IdTSIIawith 
the deluuve hopes of retj^rnnig to thdr native country, they^ 
difoelifhed the purfuit of an enterprife dready attended with 
fo many difafirous incidents. Their common refolutipn, 
therefore, was, to lengthen the Ibng-boat, and with th^at, 
and the reft of. the boats, to fteer to the fi>uthivard ;* to pvSsr' 
through the Sireights cf Magellan, and to ran^e^plong the 
eaftenreoaft of South America, till tfacy> fhekMd ariAe at 
Mrafili whence they jxpedbed to find a p^ge forvfin^Autd. 
Although this proje^ appeared unfpeakai^jy moft daiijerous 
and tedious than the ocher, yet did th^ perlift ip^i-x^di in- 
dexible obftinacy. Cheap remonftratied firft in gentle and 
perfualive terms againft a refolution fo ideal, and a proceed- 
ing fo oppoHce to the firft intention of the expedition. He 
afterwards oppofed it with his authority,, and withfo fteady 
an oppofition as to incur their diftike and refentment; info- 
much that they infulted him with t^c moft, nrovoking feur- 
rilicy and abufe. At laft the long-boat was nearly cr>q}- 
pleted, and every thing in readinels for purfuing their de- 
fign ; but, finding chat the* captain was likely to l.^duence , ' 
fo ftrong i. party as might fruftrate their choien projeA, f!idy 
felted upon a favotfrable pretext to fecure him from any fgch . 
attempt. This was the death of a midlhipman, fiitally aW 
ralhly committed by the captain, on a rufpicion of rfutli^* - 
an-aAton. we will not pretend to excufe, ^tho* it may admiit 
of palli^Ioa on account of his tiekliih and precarious circolhr* 


! 


ftancesl^ On this pretence he was confined, and thremeQed ] 
with (euig carried a prifoner to 1 

ly had' the cnijcft fee fotorning^ 
either Akr/was laid, er.the 


(p A rpirit of 
appeared CA board 


man 



cw*' »f tfm mametai iuKt. %N|t 

tlttrMiraer; 

^ releiM UfM, iMftiMr thatc&olb Aaart- 

kSi^ no^ dth€r ihttefis^-l^fripg^rcMn ftttifw, nA ^ 

ddtihte illand, beT?^ ^ Th^ SM on 

. iflalkd* thiM iSo Itatim 'kiwe Icitf ^boftt cottVertbd in* 
to a (bhoofier, ^nd WMeM we left wSrii the capttiii. 

• Among thele wd-e Mi*. ^entenatt of martnee, the ' 

honourable Mr. Sjfran, liff. ^SIh^^Mf, 'AddmipM andMh. 

EBiott furgeo^. "Tint -Caift^n €ketif bdi4?ed with g^eat 
fpirit and fimineft durin]! this 'whde tranftftton, is a point 
not to be queftioned ; but it is a little extraordinary, ihat 
the fame infolence of temper ihould appear in thd mldft of 
adverfity as chafafterifed the man in Captain 

be jnftljr accufed <^go?erning defpoticaUy on 
board, without confulting Ms officers, or taking ptins to 
acquise the adfeftions of his people. His authority he con- 
ftantly made the meafure of their obedience, and this irtannct 
of^fiing he aflhfied when fliipwreckd on a defert iilahd. 

^Inftead m encouraging the peofde to live in harmony and 
friendihip, he lhat himfelf np in his lent,' and thence iffiied 
out Ms c<irn|i'ands wth great ioftinefs, and a fuperctlious, if 
not Adiculf^li dignity; this at leaft is the charge btonght 
again^hlm by the wnner, which reiffiiins dnconthiretted. , 

He uf&^*ntR mctiores, it is true, to endeavour to dlffiiadc 
yiem-frdm the projeft oiF returning to the Streights ff Ma- 
gellan ; but it was after he had perceived, in other iniknees, 
that his authority was difregarded. 

To return: Captain Cheap and his aflbdates, after the < 
departure of the long-boat, propofed pafling to the north- 
ward in the yawl aiid baigc, but they were prevented from 
putting to the ^ December, They then began 

their voyage ; and were, after many difficulties and ftnigg^es, 
in which*they loft five or fix of their company, forced to re- 
their former ftation, after having fpent hear two 
mmiths at fea. It was the mlddfe of February %faeQ they 
nriKved the feebnd time at^the defert iftand,. to wMch they 
gave tjjic name of IFager ^nd,^itc{finxk£9, dejefted, and 

'man billed. Firft, a boatfwain diftOvered, and t^trrin they 
a quarter-deck gun to bear had laid for their teUainoiM 
on tbfe captain's tent, the^ball pUrpofc was ao undenjule evi- 
f «efj^ntn {reaacd over it fitb- denen of *heir intrati« s bnt 
'* dlx^ny SootV'-ffter* whether the midflkipm^ Mr. 

eleven of formed a de- Henty C$Ktn*t who wa^ftiot, 
iiga 10 Wow «p*the captain, hpd been a party, was meVer 
- furgeqn, and a li,eiiteBant of ma- i^early proved. ^ 
riiic5,fLthsif ccMi ITiey were ^ 

_ . ^ I i 3 alpioft 

•* • 
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almoft famiflied ivith hi]Dger.| Not loog «ft» tliaii retuni,' 
two Indian canoes happily ame to the having ,oh> 
board a native of ^i&fibr».wl^rpokn broken With 

him they bargained, that, if he could previdl on thp 
to carry them to Chilof, thf fhould have the barge, with alt 
that belonged to her, in jward for their vfsrvioes. While 
the captain, officers, andlurmn, wereonlhore, the fix o^ 
their furviving cohipanions pif ofF with the Ckiloan, leaving 
thent to the mofi melancholy refie^Hons, without provifions^ 
arms, or ammunition, dther to fupport themagaioH hunger, 
or to defend their lives againft any attempts whi(^ might be 
ipad^ by fuch Inmans as Ihould perchance fiop on the ifland. 
But, while they were revolving the various *drcumfiances of 
thdr calamity, they percdved kt a diAance the^^p the r 
belonging to one of the In^ns they had before Con- 
viitced of the fafety of his/ximpanion, he ventured on Jhore, 
took them on bmrd ; and, after a tedious pafiage, carried 
them to Chilee, where they yrere entertained with the t]y>A 
humane compaffion by the Spamards^ They had buried^ 
Mr. Elliot in the way, and now remained only ^he captain, 
lieutenant Hamilton, Mr. Byron, and Mr, Cam^e^h , From 
Chiloe they were fent to VtU Parai/o, and**thene^tO Stiljam 
the capital of Chili, i^eing every- where generoufiy'trnted by 
thofc enemies againA whom they had bw fenr. they 
continued for a year ; aAer which, a cartel bei^rAiRled/ 
they returned to Eur^e on board a French Aiip. 

Nor did the long-boat undergo misfortunes at all inferior 
to thofe the captain and officers had fuAained. The mife- 
ries they fuAer^ in pafling through the Areights are fuch as 
cannot be defcribed ; the reader may fuggeA to his imagina- 
tion the fufferings of men labouring under ^I'.^he rigours of 
fatigue, ficknefs, hunger, delirium, in which Aate they ge- 
nerally died laughing, thdr number ' being re4uce<^> to lime 


more than a third; in which deplorable manner a fe\VLof . the 
furvivors arrived in I^o Grande, the reA bdng left by lin- 
gvoidableac(:^cnt on that part of South America Ailed Terra 
</e Patras, Suf;h is the accoiftit given by the gunner Mr. 
Bulkley, who,' with his codTpanioos, had a pafihge to^Po^D^- * 
gal, and thence, to where he arriv^ 1743, after 

having , received inAan^ct of the greatefl kiqdoefs, humanii^^' 
and t^ dcrneA, from the \ 

4Mr.Ai)fon Twretorn to the commodore g He proceet^ aFftWhl;, 
Jeaies Tilaiwixh. tfie Centurion and Gkis^er, w!. after alrtflc' 
[|uan Fet- eafer .nd refrefhment procured at Juan Ferrandez, were b^t 
pndvz. [n adwcakly Condition: Th^ former had loff'one half, and 
the other iiear two thirds, of her'er^, finer ^hd^ dcfWurp 

‘ . (pff 
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p 9 m Mt^M. ‘Whoa the oLunodore weighed from the 
iQ^A.]luai$ ffentaadez, xbtj^ntitrwt had bet 214 mea 
atiw, and the ^hucejler no moA than 81 ; but the vidlualler 
bciag Qoudemned as ujiiit, for fmce, her hands, amonoting 
te'iojDcn, wer^ diftributed ammg the other fldps. Thus 
the whole foi{» ef two (hips of tn line did not exceed 3 1 x 
«meo, many of them of little ufe oiQiccount of their age, and 
the remnants of their Jate dif<^N(fs ; a number greatly below 
the complement of the centurion alone, and confequently 
very infufficient to navigate two large Ihips in a hazardous 
and difficult long voyage, with all their vigour, ^perience, 

, and courage. This unfortunate redufrion was the more 
' alarming, as they dreaded falling in with Pizarro^ fquadron, 
aadfchgd feme imperfeff intelligence of a force fitting out at 
CaUao 'k^BlS^ them. However, in this condition it was re- TleAJign 
(blved^to fail down the coaft, anj touch in the neighbour- open a 
hood m Panama, in hopes of being able over land to open fommuHt- 
a cgmmunicatioa with the fquadron under Admiral 
The commodore was, indeed, enjoined by his inftrufriona to '“'y® 
^tianfmit, b]^any occafion he could, over land to Perto Bello, ^oncro/r 
or Darieru ^n account of what he had done, or intended to 
do ; hiid, ief» any Ach intelligence ihould fall into the hands of D'arien. 
of the enemy, he had a cypher given higi to correfpond with 
. whatever ^rii^ adpiral might be in the North Seas, or the • 
(jpnfft^iidcr jn chief of the forces in America. He was likewifc 
acquainted, byhisinftruftions,of thedeftiiiatioiiof the troops 
fent to the Wefi Indies under Lord Cathcart ; and was ordej e J, 
that, if diofc forces Ihould go xo Porto Bdlo or Darien, with 
intention to proceed to Panama or Santa ISlaria, to make 
the beft difpofitions to aflift them, fupply them with cannon, 
or any otheujiKeflarii^ he could fpare, without too muih 
weakening the fquadron; and, if they Ihould want foldiers, 
to reinfosce them with thofe on board his fliips, with confent 
V of Jl^l^roper officer. Imagining, therefore, that Parto Bello 
miht be in the hands of the F.nglijh, the commo<Jpie hoped, 

. o^his arrival at the ifthmus, to procure an intercourfe with 
the garrifon, or feme mcrocn.ary Spaniard, who might pre- 
%ic^j:bw own private intcreft to that of hjs* country, and giin 
' to honour or honefly. He pvcg flittered liimfclf, that by 
‘J!his means, and fettling with the commander in ^e North 
I ^Sear, a prudent plan of operations, to take Pan\m, and 
pb^in the poflefton of the ifthmus of Z>47Tn, and 
fBPireafur^-tf^Prrtt. , wr can it be denied, th^t, Aad the 
ibilles in Indus had the wifhod-fbr fuccef^thefc 

views, were tMb moft rational that could have besn coi»^[rted. 

'fc n4 ‘ 



tot^, 1741, theckuBodc^.l^ 

(for' th^ THal (loop htd caM a ihi^ ol pqa|dNl p iW <^w^ 
were off tbeUtaods of Lolwff Two dap9 
to which he ittmeiliaedy cha^, a^ took ner; knt the 
wlae was of little value ^perfoas in their.firaatioii»4wiiw> 
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ffg r§- ioa4e<i only with iron an 
tnws ai* the little town of Paita^ | 


^ank. As he had a defisa t^pos 
of^ taken by • 


•uiee of the buc DOW wcU recovef^, and in a flourilhiBg coadb' 
puattonof^^^ he obtained ah the poflible inteUigeoce he contd from 
refolvMte pf Ubners, whom he entertained with the utmoft ciyU 

attack it. ^ • 

In cohiequenfie of the informatioD received from them, 

the refolution was adhered to. On Nwtthber the ptb* he 
arrived . before the place, and immediately yepared 
tacking it. Before his arrival here, his crew waTHfl^^nted 
by the hands of the Trkd poop, which had the misfoetpae ta 
fpring her mainmaft; which aeddent, together with the 
crazy condition of the (hip, induced the commodore to ^k 
h^r. As foon as he came before the port, proper dirpo(i<p^ 
cions were made for attacking the place, from.which they 
. were not diftant above five le^ues. Unlnckilyv^how^er, a 
veflel to which the Gkueejier gave chace,*got in^ Paitt^ and 
acquainted the goveimor of the approach of the Engiyb Beet; 

' npon which all hands were employed in ,removlnff tlibtrea- 
fore to Paira^ a' town fourteen leagues within |£w. vNo^ 
withftanding the commodore receiv^ advice of this, he re- 
folved to proceed in his deiign, and with all poiTiblc difpatch, 
fo order tg intercept a foip, on board of which the treafure 
of fome merchants was (hipped, who imagined it unfaie in 
the cuAomhoufe. Befides the treafure he expeded, there was 
the greateA reafop to believe that thq(bip be fupplied 
with abuqdanc^ freih proviOons; a circunollance alone 


that would render the attempt eligible. Another co-operat- 
ing caufe was the defire df fetting the prifoners at lil^^or ^ 
an equivalent, as they were numerous, and made a grater 
confumption of the (hips (lores than thofe found on bos^d 
the prizes were capable of fupplying. Accordinglj^ .Mr, 
Pret/f rpcQsd lieutenant of foe Centurirntf bad the command > 
pf a body of fixty meq, en4>arked in three boots, one of 1 A ' 
oars, em of the spft of eigh t oars ; one of the Spani/b cap^ 
tains bmg hk guUde^ Srtft u^r fliore for the begin*^ 
ifig of fbe'eypnlng ; eotcring the pdrt about- ten ap in^lC,he *' 
leS^^yM^y^h (ifl hismaor.wjifobt either 

by fop ihlps or the fort. Thence he marcbra diredly fo a. 
iitifoAoft, which, had atiy condoa been (hedtb, he might 
hrfo pikm TJm$ indeed yr^ tiot ow|g iq 
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tlN«*taMrlMlir i^l 111 
4 eail^ aa Vy' pd^, afiuddrd i 
m 6 u itiem. By thb ^ alarm 
ghen fan ap fio the fort, <Tyia^ 

Upon this dielidlteiia&t.Iiallefted^ 

ddnfled. by the captain^ t . . 

ibeet,ivh«re he^tfeairetyfcK^dai^iift fhefiroof 
9^fort/lieqcel»]na]«lMdtothepaiada,ahirgaf<)iiaraat tht' 
further cAd of this ftreet, the fort beiog on the one fide df 
the fquare, and the governor's honie on the other. The fiioute 
and cries ^ this animated detachment, join^ with the ncnfe 
of their drams, afid favtKired by the gloom* of night, whkh 
ifira^iJsjPgincreale the coofuiion occafioned by fiu^ a fnr^ 
prife, ha^mgmented their nuinbera, in the opinion of t^d 
enemy,, to at leafi 300 men. Thcoinhatdtants were ib inti« 
midated, chat they immediately fought the means of Bight, 
without a thought of refifting or oppofing the dai^er. Ao 
Mrett entered the parade, he received the fire of the mer* 

^ants, and a few others, who ranged themfehrea before the 
cu(lnn|hmife *, hut this he returned 10 brifidy, that were 
put iii*t:on^(jhn, and difperfed. He then divided his men 
men into two bodies, ordering the one A farrcMind the go- 
nor’s^houfe, whilftvat the head of the other he marchod 
uj^ to the for.t, with intention to force it. But, on bis ap- 
proach, he found it abandoned, the ^ifon having' mads 
their efcape over the walls. By this time the governor’s 
houfe was furrounded and taken, after he had efcaped half- 
naked, leaving his wife, a lady of feventeen years of age, to 
whom he had been mairied a few days only, a prey to the 
Eftg/i/h» ShadtUl, hovferer, the goo^fortnne to be carried 
oft in her (hife by two bold centlnels, juft as the Tailors took 
TOflefilon of the houfe. The greateft part of the inhabitants, 
Turp^fc^in their beds, Bed in the wiMeft coofternation and PaitaA- 
huify; fo that die few remalniim in the town wer#no-waysfra« 
forqiidabfe, and were eafily^di^erfed. Thus the town of 
PaitaJWj^s taken in kfs than h^f an hoar from their firft 
teding, with no other loft than’ one man killed, and two 
^Onnd^n diough the honoorabk^. VmKepple had a nar- 
rodr efespe from a ball that ihaved his'capoir4ofe toils tern- 
Brett, after this hwpy fuccefs, placed a guardmt the 
^ the*; at the gov^or’s houfe, land appointed cend- 

A tbeA^ues, Co^ prevent a furprize, and to feenre 

.the dfefh aga!jfft>enbe»deineac. He then ftazed 
jenftopihonfe, where the ireafare was repofited, coining the 
ss;h!irch updes ftreng guards. All 

his 
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his ende»roiin oovid opt; Mweftr, 'pmduttbt 1i&on:iiom' 
enlietlng tbfi hoilfear in^fearcWof plfiitder^ 8i|4f ^eo^PsHltg tMr 
dirty jackets and trowfers nmth the eiiibttoidef^'lilfc>gaiiiiCBta< 
of the Spaniards. Thofemo came laft, not men’e 

deaths {uflident, dreded Aemfelves m women’s apptid, and 
made a mod ridiculous jpottley appeanncS*, when the drum 
beat for drawing upon KCM^de. • , 

. ■ Dueing the attack on me town, the commodore lay by 
with his ihips till ope o’clock in the momiog; after which, 
hippoAng the detachment landed, he proceed under an 
eafy fail to enter the bay. At day-light he had a view of the 
town, and perceived the EngUJb colours flying on the fort ; 
upon which he plied into the ^y, and, at Eleven, the TVm/’s 
b^t came on board him, laden with dollars 
cl^dize, as well as chnrch-plate. The oomm^ding officer 
then made him acquainted with the tranfaflioos of ^e pre-. 
ceding night ; with which he was extremely pleafed, only 
i^retting the efcape of the governor. He had particaj^rly 
enjoined Brett to fecure him, hoping by this to procure ^ 
valuable ranfom for the town. Anchoring in |he afternoon 
at about a mile from the town, he had a more inmedUte in- 
*rhe Spa< tercourfe with the parry on Ihore. HitWto ^y h£ pro* 
niarch ceeded without mdfeftation in removing the treafure ; but 
eiffe^lea the Spaniards aflembling from all pasts of the country, 
My of men having among them zoo horfe well armed and mounted, 

/o lycover to make their appearance on a hjll behind the town, where 

raita . , ijjgy paraded with much oftentation, founding their military 
1 mufic, and praflifing every art to intimidate the Englifb to 
abandon the town. Their menaces, however, had no effeff ; 
for Brett, as long as day-light continued, went calmly on in 
fending off the treafure and live-ftpEk, ofp^«i'^ch there was 
by no means the fnpply that was exp^ed. At night the 
commodore fent a rein$xcement on Ihore, and xiai^S^niards 
i continuing quiet, the work of the former day was'V«ne,wed^ 
as foon Us light. They were now convinced of whaHim- ' 
portance fecuring the. governor’s perfon would have fa|pn 
for, flnding himW at the head*Qf a Utde army, he rrforedall 
the terms oflered by the coSimodore about the ranfom of 
town. Jjde was in eotpe^tioa of forcing it, as his troopfi • 
were augmented, and much fupenor in ftrength'to 

the uraole Engl^ Aiuadron. This made him arrogantly dfr J 
fpife ilie repeated overtures to himnand the menq^s.thVj£^fi 
did not fettle a ranfom the Engli/b^mM foftiGS to the ^ce. ^ 
However, the vigilahce of Cap^ Brett diftoncerted ^ his. 
i^emes, and deterred him from making any*!ittempts to dif- 
, lodge the^'inmeQ. The treafure .being the 
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Jui^cik««r% ID th$iiuait>«r of 
oIb Brett to fet fire to the tow^ 
WBy to tbelhipe. His iaftni^fioiis 
for Brett, findiag^isrge quantities 
^wn, had them cliftributra ii^i^ 
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place being at once fired in fevm quarters, the deftroAion ^ ^ 
might be more ^eut and fudden, and the Spamards, after 
his departure, kfs able to.extiqguifh it. After nailing up the «oArv. 
cannon, he (et &e to the train, and marched to the b^h, 

^u^here his boats waited ready to put off. The Spaniards, 
perceiving his retitat, detached lixty horfe to intercept him; 
w^*iiab:.mi^t^aniy have been done, had their counge beeq 
equal to t^ir advantages and numba. The enemy marched 
down ^he hill with apparent refoimion ; but no fooner had 
Brett ordered his men to halt and face about, than the Spa^ 
niar^ /lopped their career, hefitated what they were to do, 
and at la/l permitted the Englijh to embark, without firing d 
mot. The Ij^eadiiig flames had foon ieized upon every part 
of the tqwi^ owing to a ire/h gale that blew, to the /Hghtneis 
of theSmaterials with which the houfes were built, and to 
the proper dlfpofition of the combu/tiblcin till the whole was 
deftroyed in one general conflagration. Befides a great quan- ^heteetf 
ti^df .rich c$^s, mme Uve-fiock, and other provifions, the taken in 
booty in fpccie amounted to 1 30,000 pieces of eight, exclofive Paita. 
of two chefis of jewels and bouihold plate, and one of church 
plate. This plunder was equally divided among the whole ^ 
fquadron, as well thofe on board as thofe upon the attack, 
the commodore thinking tips the mofl equitable and encou- 
raging Asjto the Spaniards^ their greatefi lofs 

arofe from the burning the town, by which an immenfe value 
of rich insrchandize, broad-cloths, filks, cambricks, velvets, 

wgse confumed. By a reprefentation tranfmitted to the ^ 
couirqf Madrid, the whole lofs was eftimated at^ million 
, aii/l^a lulf of dollars. Befides the booty taken in the towq, 

|he commodore made a valuftle acquifition in the harbou^ 

^here Tie found a fine fhip, Ute^Solidad, and five other ve(- 
felsr,, fitted out with inteatioQ to (^fead the coaft. The^^a- 
being a fine failer, he added tq his fquadrorlk giving 
;he compff^ud to Captain ; the reft be deftroied an 4 
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his fatisfa^/on, he weighed 


luraj/ 

^'^18 €Xp|pit«bcing , , 

^ from Pfita on thg 13 th,. ordering the fquadron to exteimthe 
* 1^ as w as pd/fible, in hopes of falling in with the Ckne^er* 

mprung, anth found fl^e 
' S.1 had 
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ctffter cotton only ; bvt, vp^ f fetfcb/lAMjlr'' IbM'Mnil 
iain a jars at the top wiiM rags, SSkA iri^ thh stiicte 
frizi, amounting to 120,000 weces of emht;, a prize VVdcOtne 
as it was unexpected, fin the 2m life 

with another prize, wj^ch he likeWife\ook, hden t;Aklelly 
with Pi/caya wine, huc 4 <Avj^ alfo on board plate to a con* 
fiderable amount. They lixewife affirmed, that, in pidlSng by 
Paita, they faw a imdke ; but the coUintodore fufpeCfing this 
to be a fiClion contrived by the men to imitie them to a fhftre 
of the plunder, be ordered the officers journals to be brought 
on board, and fealed up, dii-eCling them for the futnre to* 
keep their journals in oth^ books. As pn InfpeCling the pa- 
pers found on board the Carmela prize, the cQm gy3 iLi N. -wi y 8 < 
apprifed of the unfortunate attempt on Carthagetia, he laid 
tilde his defign againlV /iinama, there being no profpeCl of a 
rdnforcement cr<% the tfihmus, and his own fquadron un- 
equal to the eoterprlze. He therefore refblved to procsod to 
California, or the adjacent coaft of Mixico, to cruife for tKs 
Manila gdleoa, udiidi he knew was at fca, bound to the . 
ooafi of Jeapuleo, where (he could not arrive before the mid- 
dle of yanmry. Before this time, he doubted not <k‘ being 
, on a proper mdon^'to intercept' this valuable (hip ; he there- 
fore imparted his defign to the crews^* which was received 
with general approbation ; every man indulging his imagicvi- 
tion in the moft unlimited profpcCls of the wealth that muff 
IThf ««r- accrue to hhnfelf from fuch a capture. As there was a ne- 
edfity, however, for a frefh fupply of water, he proceeded ^ 
io jQ jjjg ifland of ^ih, Where all the fquadron, except two ' 
Vuioo. prizes, which he Kuided and funk in his voyagsr, arrived on 
the 6th of December. The Chutffer h^fdcewife parted 
company; but they afterwards fell In with her on the Z2th, 
as they ftfered for the cozfl of Mexico. She had Tprung her, 

X topmaft, which difabled her from keeping to windv^an*^ and 
the commodore ifTued frefh infiruCHons to the captates ol^the " 
men of war, and commanders, of the prizes, direCling ih'ciA^ 
to ufe all poffible expedxdop in getting north of thejiarbour • 
of Jcapul^,yKhere they were to endeavour to fall in with tli^ 
landbe^een the iatitude of 18 and 19 degrees!* Thencp*' 
they Were to heatup the coaft, at the dlihtnce of eight' or 
tdi le^es from fhore, dll thi^ fril in with 6^ Co^enteoit 
.off vdiich.they were to cruife t^^e 14th of yanuaf^^ ,Afr\ 
tefwards they were to fhsK their cdurfe fbT the middlejfla^ ^ 
pf jjfhe Tres Marias^ alia if then they did not join the cc^-> 
iQGdore, they were, after woodiog^ and watering, tp 'proceed, 
for Maca& on the coaftof China. .j^neyJ^'litpiejdLnbt'bf ^ 

7 arriving ' 
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^viofr&oii at thtir AadoD s Mt, bj oontrary Hiiitd^jidd t ICr/^iMa- 
they:wene‘mvcntd|frl9^ ' 

nil^htt mi^le viA tUl the amh cif famwy, Tli^aiy^«^ 

DOW was too late to yield tbtin any p&fp^ of nieetiitt / 

widtthe^leoQ. This tiau64 gt&uiiQtiiners, cfpcchiHyas^^* 

, ranained in s^fhte of fulltaifenli the igeh of FebrM 3 y>^ 

’ Tlie Centurion't bai^gc had bc;(n.,^l^tched to dilcover the 
narbour of Acapulco ; from whei^ ihe returned with feme 
negroes the feamen had furprifed. From thofe intelligence 
was received, that the galleon was arrived in port on the pth 
of January ; a circumAance that would have thrown* the 
^whole fleet into the CTcateft defpondency, had not their hopes 
*Fevived on hearing that, upon unloading and taking in freflx 
piQHyjpns jind Aores, ihe was to return ; and that her de» 
parture u^S^xed by proclamation on the third of MarcK 
This laA advice was received by the feamen with the utmoA 
joy, as It was more eligible to feize her in her return than it 
wx)uld have been before her arrival. She was now freighti^ 
with^cafure, before flie was laden with merchandize ; tl 5 e 
greater part ^hereof could be of no ufe to thein in their 
‘ prefent circumAances. As they were now certain flie muA 
fall inlo* their hands;' all the crews were animated with the 
higheA fpirits and flu^luation of joy on fe probable an event, 
which afterwards lyppily correfponded with their wiAies, • 
and fepaid the fatigues and dangers they had undergone. 

^11 E commodore’s fquadron now confiAed of the Centu^ The 
rioUf the Glouccjier^ the TriaH prize, the Camilla and Gir- firength §/ 
mint all three taken from the Spaniards, and the whole fleet 
manned with no more than 340 hands, boys included. Every 
nccefliu-y prejaration for intercepting the galleon was made ; 

Agnalsand pi^'^s to b^obfervcdwerc regulated, the whole 
Iquadron lying in a fweep of 24 leagues, the cutters being 
within Aiose for clofer obfer\’ation, and the whole fleet im- 


^tient for a light of this prize, which had fo elated their 
ho{^. At laA the third of March arrived, and na appear- 
the galleon. On the 1 5th the commodore be^o to 
fulpcA that he had been diftovered, and confequently the 
Aup d’eSined in port. , He thettfore formed a projeft for 
•pbflfeflipg, himfelf of the town of Acapulco, becaule he had 
i{o doubt but the treafure was lodged there till the 17 ^ was 
ready to put to foa. The place, he was fenlible, was weUL 
to afford any prorae^f of fucceeding by open ibree. 
i]^£s the ga^fon and tht^ crew of the galleon, the negroes 
tuform^ hiig that a thoufand 'men weU-armed' had 
marched thithef as guards to the treafure, when it '^s 
brouglyi^fcoii^he^^y •fjfdgosieo. Befides, hadthb ferae 

becit 
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cmr been equal to the attempt, w a declared attack would frqf- 
mgdu^'t trace the end of it, and gi« the enemy time to remsve the 
treafure up thd* country, aqja beyond the reach of his power, 
jjjg forpmai of the town was therefore the only means that 
could anfwer his porpofe/and this was the plan he deter- 
co Babich ^ fln>pofed failiojg; in^he evening, tune 

enough to arrive at thei^rt in the night ; and as there Was 
a/j/en danger on the coaA, boldly for the mouth of th^ 

furthtrin- harbour, into which he might polfibly enter before the 
teiiignci. niards were apprifed of his deiigns. As foon as he had en> 
tered the harbour, 200 men were immediately to be landed 
to attack the fort which defended the eotrands, while he 
with his (hips were employed in battering the town with their* 
cannon. Such was the plan of operations, of wh ich 
commodore formed a general idea in his owsMindi '^t 
when he came to Inquire into particular drcumftances, diffi- 
culties arofe, which, beifig found infuperable, occafioned the 


attempt to be laid afide. On examining the prifoncrs con- 
cerning the winds which prevail near the fhore, tlie commo- 
dore learnt, and thdr tcfiimony was afterwards confirmed b$ 
the experience of the officers of the cutters, ^hat near the 
land there was a perfedf calm for the greater fpart^f the 
night; and that tqjyards morning, when a gale fprung up, it 
< was conflantly off laud; fo that/ailing from their prefentfta- 
tion in the evening, and arriving at Aapulco before morn- 
ing, was a thing imprafficaSle. But as the Whole 'pro^j^f 
was formed upon an opiiuon unfupported by intelligence, that 
he had a^ually been difeovered, the commodore determined 
' to continue the cruife upon his prefent fiarion, imagining it 
poflible that the galleon might fiill put to Tea, and that file 
had hitherto been detained by other accidents ^han thofe he 
had fuggefied to himfclf. As the Erutters n^lPthflruflions to 
remain before Acapulco till the 13th of March, tlie fquadroa 
was ordered to keep the fame pofition till that *'day ; aftep' 
which ^ey were to make the bed of their way for C^ina, 
.This prolongation was a very prudent meafurc, and tbeWly 
remaining chance for felziim a. treafure for which they Hkd ia* 
■long waited in irkfome fu^encc. On the 24th the cutters ‘ 
returned, without any intelligence of the galleon; upop 
whic^i fignal was mad? by the Centurion to fpeak with^^theT 
Gom^nders. Upon inquiry into the flock of water on board, 
it was found to be very (lender ; by which they were^bligjftj 
tp quit their llation, and procui&^a frefli fupply. ' 
purpofe the port of Chequetan, being tlie neai^, wgs thought^ 
the fitted ; to which it was refolved to m*ake all the difpafch 
poflible. ( But that they might noi^tlrely^^nJoa all hopes 
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oC the^gUiion, the^cutter to th&Centurion was ordered, under iftgoes t§ 
CaptaioTft^^r and fix of the ]k^ Teamen, to cniife oiF^- tAegert ^ 
pvkn for 24 dayai It was imagti ed that as Toon as it was Cheque- 
known the Englijb Tquadrofi was tx£hequetan, the galleon 
might venture to flip out. In fiich an event the cutter was 
^to return with immediate notice to The commodore. lo pur- 
fuance of thefe r^olutions they plicm to the weflward, and, 
by the 5th oiJpril, were" (&>b^"Cheguetan, that it was 
thought expedient to fend out bc^ts to difeover the watering 
place. They Toon returned with advice of a pbee proper 
for the purpoie, about fix miles weft of the rocks of Sequa-' 
tancio ; for which the whole Tquadron flood on the feventh. 

That evening the Centurion and Gloucefter came to an anchor, 
though the other mips, having fallen to leeward, did not ar- 
tM dfl tw^ '^ays after. Thus the Tquadron remaining at Tea 
four months from the time they had left ^iho, arrived very 
fcafonably at Chequetan, having only fix days water onboard. 

This port, fltuated about 30 leagues to the weflward of Jea^ 
pulc\ jay at a convenient diflancefor ^vouring his defigns on 
'he galleon, and was Tocurc againfl the incurflonsof the 
. Spaniards, there being but one narrow path from the coun- 
* try to<^t« This he bjocked up by a Tufficient ^ard ; To that 
his men wo^ed and watered with the ut^oft mfety. As the 
country along the coafl, extending to Acapulco, had the ap- 
pearance of being populous, Mr. Anjon was in hopes of be> Thetrai^* 
in;; able to procure Tome frcfli provifloi^, and other refrefli- atlions 
mciits, of which the Tquadron w’as in great want. To fad- dtiring his 
litate this view, he detached a party of ninety men, \vcll-A^ 

' armed, on fliore. Fifty of theTe were employed in Tecuring 
the watering-place. The reft were ordered to march into 
the country 'to diTcover Tome village, with which they were 
to Tet on fot*‘tf''eorref(fcadence, it poffible. They were di- 
reded to proceed with the utmoft caution and cii cumTpec- 
tion, making as little oftentation of hoflility as might be. He 
was Tenfible that no wealth was to be expefled in.thcTc parts; 
andfas to neceflaries, they would be more readiJy'^Tupplied 
by -uQ honefl open traffick, than by violence and force of 
arms.* . But all his endeavours tq gain this end proved inef- 
feAual. 'The party, after penetrating ten miles into the 
country, returned wearied and jad^d, without being able to 
diTcover one village. 

The l^men^^und grq'.t difficulty in filling their water, 
pptlsLg/tcr the rmallnefs of the flream. This neceflarily pro- 
longd the time employed in this bufinefs. For their greater 
lecurity, the commodore ordered trees to be cut down, and 
abarricado formed acroTs the path . leading frpm tlie harbour 
a '■»*! .d* \x. through 



thrcNig^ the Into the country, at 'A was apparent fk^ 
this pathway's being beaten,i that it was not ntfrequented. 
As foon as this defeoM was formed, the prindpai intention Of 
which was to guard againft any fodden attack, and prevent 
the Tailors from ftraggling (ingly from their polbs, proper 
centinels were placed upc/i it, and the (Irl^keft orders given 
them to fuffor no perfon f^tever to pafs it. Notwith&nd» 
ing this precaution, foinH^'"{hG men rambled into thewoods, ' 
and one Leger in particular, a Frenchman, was kidnapped by 
the Spaniards. The Spaniards afterwareV alTembled in a 
confiderable body, forming a circular line round the water* 
ing-place; but never ventured to attack the feainen. Scon, 
after the captivity of Leger, Lieutenant Bnett was Tent with 
two boats, and a detachment of id men, toc3mminet|^ 
coaft eastward, and* particularly to obferve the wstwing-place 
at Pataptan. As he was nreparing to land, he perceived, on 
the oppoftte fide of the bay, three fquadrons of horfe^rad- 
ing it in a hoilile manner upon the beach. Upon this he put 
oil*, and flood over the bay againft the Spaniards, who iMrft 
made Tome motions as if they would oppofe his landing f 
but, on feeing him determined, changed their r^olution, and 
retreated without firing a gun. t f * ^ , 

Tif R cominodor^shaving thus unfucccfsfuUy attempted to 
engage the inhabitauts itiaii amicable tralHck, conteuc*^ him- 
felt with what his men could procure irfthc neighbourhood 
of the port, where fihey catched fifti and tortoifes in gr-JliV 
plenty. lUrds they likewife had in abundance, particularly 
pheafants*, fomc of them ancommonly large, but dry and 
taftclcfs food : and the fruits and vegetable refrelhments were 
neither plentiful nor excellent in their kinds. During his ftay 
here, he unloaded two of the prizc^f tl^i r fe ft valuable 
cffeAs, and then deftroyed rliem.^^oonVu^ the Trial's 
prize was alfo condemned, which was indeed in g^od repair, 
but as the number of bands on board the whole iquadron 
did not ^ffiount to the complement of a fourth-rate Ihip of 
w'ar, it was found impoiltble to divide them in three fflips, 
without rendering them all inc&palHe either of navigatiti^ or 
fighting with fafoty. The Qloucejtar was reinforced with f he 
b£(l part of her crew, and the Cenrixrion with the remainder., 
Afcer ^8 the Gommodor? and* Ghuctjlcr weighed anchor, ap;!, 
on reaching the offing, a canoe was left fixed to a grapple in 
lAe middle of the harbour, witli a bottle ‘o k vr'll-^orked*, 
iNpRtalalng a letter for Captain Bvgpes of the entte'r. ^ ^*&hc 
tine UmiM for his rethm was confiderably'Sapfed, he was 
dlre^led CO godmmediatlf^ to hi^ former*f1^ion before 
pUcOf wisicre he would find the commodorr^ who. would 

- ^^cruifc 
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cruiTc for him there for fome days ; after which he would re- 
turn to the fouthward to rejoin the reft of the fquadron. 

This laft paragraph was added to deceive the Spaniards, if 
the letter, as happened, Aiould hdl into their hands. As 
now there was a vafl tradf of ocean to be crofled, without a 
^fingle port to touch at, Mr. Anfon was delirous of running off 
the coaft as foon as pofEbi e^ He h»l n o further views in the He faih 
^American feas, and he expeUfKTftniave met with no difap - /rom Che- 
pointments from fleering to the weflward the moment he quetam 
had quitted the harbour of Chequetan, His greatefl un- 
eafinefs arofe from the long flay of Captain Hughes, as he 
^fpeded thC cutter had been difeovered^ and taken by the 
•Spaniards-, howqyer, as this was no more than mere con- 
jffture, he flood to the eaftward, along the coaft, in fcarch 
ot l^r. (?f2*the ad of May he advanced within three leagues 
of the harbour of Acapulco-, and then, feeing nothing of 
^ her, rtit was given over for loft. ® It was flill the general 
‘Opinion, that fhc had been feized ; the commodore therefore 
fentT^.j[£tter to the governor, acquainting him, that he would 
vcleafc ail the prifoners on board, in exchange for the cutter 
and her crc^.^ 'J'he letter was dlfpatched by a Spanifh offi- 
cpjWjSJPlt a launch, and a crew of fix other prifoners, who 
gale clieir parole of honour for their rctgrn. The wind bc- 
in^ unjifvoiirable, the fliips were happily driven a great way »• 
froni'lhore till th^ 5th, when they difeovered the cutter. 
c.’\had kept' the fea for above fix weel^, having been forced fie Jeplo-’ 
by a ftrong adverfe current to the eaftward. in fplte of all rahlejitua- 
f their endeavours to the contrary. The crew had fuflercd in- 
Vrediblc hardlliips, being fo feeble, when taken up by the 
ftiip, as to be unable to Hand (A). As the commodore now ^ 

wanted no 'Afwejr from the governor, he rcfolved to run off 
the coaft Ivioi^all expedition ; but, not to deprive hi? pri- Xcapidco. 
foners of tju^liberty they wci e made to expert, be embarked 
> them, bting 57 in number, on board two launches belong- 
ing to the pri/es. Ffc then, in company with the (^huceficr, * 
majlle fail to the fouth-weft, propoling to get a good ofhng 


[^Ai;J3rhu crew were driven to lor hup^jer, or fall into the 
the lall extremity for want of nands of the enemy, an altcr- 
ULing forced /hr the natfire no lefs dreadful to them 
of twelve days to drink than death itfclf; fo njurious 
gurries Wjpt«l ♦ Vjpjench t^icir iionons had they entertained of 
rfiirft. again ex- the pride and cruelty of the 

J,^afclri]Ao f’’l v.':chrthe«coni- Spnriards-, notions refuted by 
’mndoif, tind ’nad given them- f.ifls, to which they however 
vi^lves QVfr for* loll, kno»ving were ftrangers. 
they in a^day or tw;p pcrilh 
• iQofir lUsT. sttC, ^ 
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from the land, where he hoped in a few days to fall in with 
the regular trade winds. 

Former navigators had always efleemed thefe winds more 
fteady and brilk in this fea than in any other part of the 
globe, it being deemed no extraordinary pa/Iage to run in 
two months from Mexiqp to the eaflei'ml^ft of the JJiatie \ 
iflands. It was not without reafon, therefore, that the commo- 
dore flattered himfelf v^'^ ittort voyage, his fhips being as ' 
capable of failing as any that had ever made that courfe before 
him. On the 6th of May he for the laft time loft fight of 
the coaft of Mexico, with a full afTurance that in a few weeks 
he fhould reach Canton in China, where he hoped •fiot onl/o^O. 
meet with Englijbmen, but to enjoy the pkafures of a well* ' 
frequented port, inhabited by a polilhed people, and abounj^ 
ing with the conveniencies and luxuries of a eivdized'lite; 
blcflings, to which, near twenty months, he had been a 
ftranger. He flood far td the fouthward, in order tcrfall in 
with the trade wind, that being a point of the utmoft con- 
fequence ; but all his efforts, after repeated experimcnta,Jt^rere 
for a long time unfuccefsful, it being feven weeks f 'om thei# 
departure from the coaft of Mexico, before La lamc within 
its influence. But, befides this delay, there were otiict A^r- 
tifying circumftances which rendered the fituation of this In- 
happy crew as terrible as it had been in any of the>i foriher 
calamities. Both fhips were extremeiy foul, crazy,*, and 
leaky, to a degree of fatigue to the poor men, whofe n;’ 
her and ftrength were unequal to eternal pumping. Befides 
this, the forctopmaft of the Cloucejler rolled to the board,! 
and the cap broke in two. The foretopmaft fpriing in feve- 
ral places by the weight of the fall, breaking th,e forcyard in 
the flings, upon which fhe made a fignnlof difi vfs, and was 
taken in tow by the Centurion, -before thAhei.t:ident the 
commodore had got into the trade wind, which continued, 
without flu^uation, to favour him from the lattCi end oU 
June almoft to the end of July. By the 26th of this month, 
it was concluded he had run above 2000 leagues, fo th:j!^ by 
calculation he could not be ahpve 300 leagues from thtlrt^* 
drones, A wtftcrly wind now fprung up, which continued 
for four days; a difpiriting' Incident, that greatly increaVetJ^ 
their cbcigrin from the laic accident :* but, however mortU^:, 
ing thefe circumftances were, they wt. “ only a prelude’ to 
greater misfortunes. The Gloucejcer was VuTCdy^ohtted be- 
fore a molt violent ftorm arofe from the welt,^lvhicl^ for^i^' 
them to lie-to. At the very beginning of. this temptfi th? 
Centurion fprung a leak, and received fb* much water, th'-^^ 
all the hands, officers and others, indlfcriminately, wjere cm- 

^ '^•plGycdj 
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ployed conftaatly at the pumps. Nor was the condition of 
ihe Gloucejier 2 l whit more deiireable, having her foretopmaft 
aWn by the board, and feven feet water in the hold. This • 
oraged her to make fignals of diftrefs, which the violence 
,of the norm rendered the commodore unable to anfwer. As 
foon, however, as it wa s fi^bfide d/hc fent his boat* on board 
' to inquire of 'Captain AfilfezOTilfflnihc circumftances of hife 
diftrefs. The boat returned with a reprefentation of her 
feveral defefls, figned by the captain, and all his officers. 

From hence it appeared, that Hie had fprung a leak, which, 
acrordiii^^ the report of the carpenters, it was impoffible 
. to repair at fea. ^The crew was g^tly reduced, and of the 
furvivors, who, officers included, were but 77 men, 18 boys, 
ana* two prifoners, only 1 6 men and 1 1 boys Were capable 
of keeping the deck, many of thefe too being iiiHrm. On Gloit* 
perufal of this melancholy remOnffi-ance, the commodore or-^^** 
dered Captain Mitchell to put his men, and all the (lores he 
coi'''i get while the ffiip could fwim, on board the Centurion ^ * 

with a^offii le difpatch. The removal of the (lores and 
pro'/ifi^ full employment for two days j and (he rolled 
fo ^fhat it \jfas with the utmoft difficulty the prize- 
trprey could be got into the boats, ^uch prize goods as 
viei e o»> board, amounting to I'evcral thoufand pounds in Value, 

''Jj '/given up as toil in the (hip ; nor could any more pro- 
'•ifions be got out than five ca(ks of (Iqur, three of them da- 
magxrd by the fait- water. The (ick were conveyed with all 
poUible tendernefs into the boats, yet three 01 four of them 
expired before they could reach the Centurion, In the even- 
ing of the 1 6th of e\ cry thing was got leady for dc- 

(lioying t'l Gkuiejler^ and at eight the captain l^d the 
train, b..: .iwa's fi:; ’I.c following morning before (he blew 
up. ThV'-fcuivy was now fo malignant on board the Cen- 
turion^ th itTcarce a day pafled bur eight or ten of the crew 
were carrieiT oiF by it, and thofc who till now hjrd enjoyed 
a jperfeft health, began to feel the fad tfTefls of iKis dreadful 
uKcafe. On the lytli the Cf/2furisn fprunQ a leak, althaiigh 
It eqiitinned c.ilni ever fince tlw late (lorni. The carpenters 
atlall difeovered, thy it wjinn the forchold on each fide 
thcllerti, under th^6rca(Jlf^ooki but, though th \ leak was 
* difeovered, ^thft a »afls agreed, that it was impofliblc to Hop 
-- it vTi^-fig at ilsm the outfide, which was a matter 

, "not (fe'^^bc'i-iempti^iU they arrived in poit. All that was 
j poffiblc tu bj^’done wifhin board \vas tried ; and fo far fuc- 
« ;cccJed, as greatly -to reduce the leak. The Centurion w’as 
now in very great diftrefs, her rigging w'Oi n and rotten, her 
h^ii *:vazv aud d-n crew ikklv, and Jmiinifijcd to 

. , * 2 " ^ ona 
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one third of her complement ; water fo fcirce, that the men 
were reduced to half a pint a day, and nothing to give them 
relief but their refignation, and the generofity and courag«! 
of the commodore, who animated them both by his difcoqr^ 
and practice, having given each man a^ppt of Madeira a 
day out of his own (lores, to mix with th§‘r water. 

He was now endeav<a?4a^.j5g ;j"*n feme of rhe Ladrones, 
in which he met with numberleis dilappointmcn^ from the 
adverfe currents. This occafioned great deje^iou of fpirita 
among the crew, who began to defpair of ever again feeing 
land ; however, a brifle wind fpringing up on ,thf aid of 
Aiign/i foon cheared them with the difeovery of 
idands they fought for ; a dUcovery attended with inefnible 
jt/r.Anfonjoy to all on board. Anatacan was the ncareilt of thtdm 
arrives at iflaiids, didant from them about fifteen leagues. With this 
0ne of the they were extremely impatient to get in, hoping they flioiild 
Marian meet with anchorage, and the refrefliments at leaft of wativ*, 
*£attdu j^ml vegetables ; but the wind was fo variable, that they could 
not reach within four miles of it till noon the ^ollow* 
when boats were fent off to examine it. Th^; rc^ ' rii of the* 
boats fpread a general melancholy on boai J,'hon Jrr^orting 
that there was no polfibilky of anchdring *»:-rioraf#''ijt*. 
The commodore, theiefoie, bore away, and loll fig.rhia uij):! 
the 26th, the whole cicw dreading that^^it was the Ih y,. nd 
on which they fliould e\er fix. their eyes. Howera'. tbt'i'oj;;^ 
lowing morning three other iflands weredclciicd to tl.np "..u' 
ward, at the diflance of ten or twelve leagues from them. 

' Thcfc were the iflands of Snypan, Tiniariy and Aguigiv? 
Their hopes began again to chcar up, and their former gloom 
He arrives brighten into joy. Steering their courfe t(| Tiniatiy the 
0/ Tinian, middle ifland, they difeovered a pro^*’inder fliij^* fouth- 
ward, between Tinian and Agnigan. Thcncc '^'is con- 
jefbured the iflands were inhabited ; and, kno ;1ng tuat the 
* Spaniards kept a giirrifon at Cuamy tlic nccelFiry'^’meafurcs * 
for their 6wn defence were taken. That intelligence mif»ht 
the morecalily be obtained, the commodoie flic wed Spq)k%^ 
colours, and hoided ’ ledfingai the foretopmaflhead. By 
this Aratagem he hoped to ^\yc the C^enturioa the app'dbH.sce 
of the Jl/JlfinUa galleon, anJ to d?coy r)mc of the in.habitanit». 
on board. The fchemeanfweied his ex"'cftiMon; for, in tte-' 
afternoon, the fhip being near cnopjh to cytter on 

lliore to find a pioper anchorage, a }.;9e, 4 

and four Indiansy put off to meet her." T'^rlc wcMer^aliff^ 
made prifoners by the cutter, and convey^i oft hoard bytho^- 
pinnace, while the cutter proceeded to examind'the rounding:'!> "" 
*'• ' 'J'he ^laniUrd being interrogated - piodir’':.^jnd 

cheumlfau^tJ'.* / 
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circumftan^s of Tinian, his" account furpafled their moft 
fanguine hbj^es.. He related, that though it was uninhabited^ 
it abounded myall the conveniencies to be found in the belt 
«ikivated coun^ncs; afluring them, in particular, that it 
^Roidtd plenty d^ood water ; that cattle, hogs, and poul- 
try, ran \vildih>(^ numbers as were incredible, all of theni 
« excellent afforded oranges of 

all forts, Umes, lemons, coco-nuts, befides delicious fruits 
peculiar to the illand : that, from the quantity and excel- 
lency of the foods produced here, the Spaniards from Guam 
tifc4,if^^yuftop>-t(f fupply their garrifon ; and that he him- 
.'tclf was'xrcfjSnt of that garrifon, who, with a 2 Indians^ 
had been feat t^ Tinian to jerk beef for Guam, which he 
to load on board a fmall bark of 1 5 tons lying at an- 
chor clofc by the Ihorc. Nothing could be more fatisfadlory 
Jqyful liian this account of tl^ Spanijb ferjeaiit. They 
found themfclvcs at a delightful ifland, where all their 
wai^ could be fupplied in the moA abundant manner, their 
,fick i^SbDveretC and their enfeebled crew be once more re- 
fi e/licd,^'vi Jjiabled to put tofea. The pinnace was imme- 
■ IjHi^wCTTo rei7x‘ the bark, and prevent the efcape 

Icllfintclligcncc of their arrival might be had 
about eight in th#evet)ing, the Centu- 
' 'iT/SrOKgo her ancjior in twenty fathom. The bark proved 
a?tcf/;ibLe prize, being laden with pork, beef, fowls, and 
iTi'/iiSB Immediately picparations werffmadc ior landing the 
k fick, and every hand employed in unlhipping materials for 
*r tents and other conveniencies for them. At this iundfurc all 
the men capable of duty, the commodore could muflcr, in- 
eluding thcTc ablcnt with the boats, and fomc negroes and 
' Indian iic ^ iyrs. a mpnp ted to no more than feventy-one per- 
fon 9 » thefe weak and feeble, unfit for any of the 

harde ^R eiWcs of the fiiip, except on very extraordinary 
cmergenaes# Such w’as the rediiffion in the crews of tlie 
Cjntunon, Gloiicijicr, and Trial, wliidi, on leaving England, 
^tf'.v'g^eded rooo men, foldiers and failors. 

jXftf.r xhc Centurion hifi been moored in Tinian road, a 
mu'iy'well arincd was^eiit ^fhore to fccurc the laiiding- 
<pLice. «Thfiy foutid ^uts which the Indians, cm- 

*'^oyed in jcrhsll^ Iwd abandoned on their \pproach, 

, betjbi«g»^-;ilfeA)iflTs tythe woods for proteftion. Thefe 
iiuts oi^'or hofpitals for the fick, who were 

j^miji/Sintelv to the number of 224 perfons, wrap- 

Dcd up in rlTeip l^ammocks, eight of them dying in the boats 
before they rdliched the Ihore. The greater part were fo 
and they w'ere carried from the boats 
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to the huts on the ihouiders of their companions, at which 
humane employment the commodore and all hj^ 'officers af> 
filled without dillin^ion. The healthfulnej^ of the ritu»- 
tion, and the abundance of wholfome and rlflicate proviiipm 
of cattle, fowl, and vegetables, moll cx^Tite in their feviv 
ral kinds, foon recovered the lick. Kmli*.ri.v^anding their' 
extreme debility, Alpikry infuence of the 

land. On the two Aril days they buried 2i melf ; but not 
above lo more during the remainder of their flay, which was 
about two months. The difeafed in general were able to 
walk without affillancc round their tent^iuin thp ff-ace of a 
week, and fuch as had been lefs reduced weiV -^iiore’dT^flr 
their pii/rinc health and vigour ; nay, everfthe moll healthy 
of the crew found an additional flrength and flabiliiy of hodjp 
from the freedom of air and cxercilc. 

No fooner were the ficki removed than the carpentei^ v^re 
fet to work upon the leak, which, after all their endeavodfS)^ 
they could not remedy till an opportunity offered of heaving 
down the Ihip. This could not poffibly be ^'wne 
nor indeed was there one convenient port fo.'^ the 'mrpofe ii? 
that part of the world. All that could t)L"dr,uon Jr.\,to re-» 
duce the leak, and patch it up in the bel> mam. :?rTor al 
fiances would permR. By the 1 2th of St'ftiemK.^hh u^®^- 
the fick were lo well recovered as to be fit for duty\^r.. refe * 
were therefore fcnt.on board, and others landed in..* their 
room, to laflc of the? pleafures of this happy illei'" Thcc-^tf^ 
modore, who was ill of the feurvy, had a tent pitched for 
, him on fliore, where he went with a view of cfiabiidiing his^ 
health, being convinced by experience, that no other method 
bh; living on land, cxcrcife, and frefh air a»l provifions, 
was a radical cure tor this mallgnary^ difeafe. jK^thc new 
moons were approaching, when they' appreh'eR'‘'‘*d violent 
gales, every precaution for the fccurity of Kie/ilnp was 
, taken ; provifions and water were every day,, carrying on 
board, tkc (hip wafhed and ferubbed, and every thing by the 
19th was piepared for their departure, which an unlook<sd' 
Cen- for and almolt fatal ''reident ret-'idcd. The new moon cn- 
turion tered on the iSth of SrjifaAjvr, wl.j*!), the 
draw to that and the tlircc tofjowi;' daV, ^le officers began tl,,. 
ftafrom imaginc^hemlclves tully piGvidc('jiag:u;<l ^^azard by (!«!>« 
rin Tat~ taken. All three "'^-b^id hard 

Tmun^ gales; but on the 22d the wind ble;jj witi.T^M,?%ry 
tu,hih the tbeetift, that they foon del paired of Y. th^8i,fioni«^ 
ccv'tnUoro At this time the trimmodort*, fome of the,- oiiiecrs, and 11^, 
it tr: Jhsrr\ wcrc on Ihore, fo tlj.it in this dieaclful* extremity th^V 

could muPwcr no more than io8 on-h ‘.ird, Birjroes 

■ ^ 
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and Indians included. All communication with the ftiore was 
cut oir, no poflibility of a boat’s withlhnding 

^o violent a t^peli;. Thus the Centurion was obliged to ride 
J^ut till her ^les parted. The Tea broke with a terrifying 
moife round heifjjud, as the night came on, the violence of 
the ftorm The Ihip was greatly damaged, and 

the crew tl^wn ifl|^'K;‘^a#prh.aAftion from a coiifidera* 
tion of tlir uiihappycircumftancGs of themfelves, and com-* 
panions on the ifland, if they fhould be driven out to Tea. 

They defpaired of being able to navigate her back to Tinian, 

Ihould ^fccBCvcjp. .jftfflive the hurricane, which they thought by 
‘tiomeSlft*jlrobablc. In this diftrefs Lieutenant Satnnarez, 
who commandefl on board, ordered guns to be fired, and 
■lights toJ)e (hewn, as fignals to the commodore of his con« 
dition. At Lift, about one o’clock, the night exceeding 
^d^l^ a ftrong giift, attended with lightning and rain, drove 
*(!ic ftiip to Tea, leaving the commodore, and others on fhore, 
un^r the moft dreadful apprehcnfions of fpending the re- 
days on thii. uninhabited ifland ; whifft the 
ly unprepared to combat with the rage 
xpeffed each moment to be their laft. 
for ever to their country, their friends, 
and all their domefUc eifdearments : the latter ^ 
ery other fcflefVion abforbed in that of their imme- 
The former might be thought to receive fome 
xVrlSallation from the plenty, beauty, dhd convenience, of this"^"^'^^ 
little ludian paradiie ; but the fuppofed lofs of liberty threw ^ 
a gloom over tlie whole feene which they lately admired 
with rapture, and eveiy objeff appeared with a different Tinian, 
afpeff. ^fidcs, they could not doubt but the governor of 
Uuarn Toon ^yjvc intelligence of their circumftances, 
fe they could expeff nothing more favourable 
thanjpn^^.ide prifoners for life, and lofe their freedom, 
without one circumftance of fituation to alleviate the lofs. • 



From the known policy, and the imagined crurtty, of the 
^Sj^uiarJsj it w.is to be fi^pofed that the governor would 
make their want of conufuflions, which were on board the 
^uuturiony a pretext M treaty them as pirates, and hence 
for depruttag diy ry thd^^es with ignominy. jVith thefe 
‘melancholy tha^ommodore, tho’ apparently he ever 

|gr§jiisj.«l^fr /.’ 5 4I cojj^fiirc and ftrmnefs, paded many bitter 
Z'wsLS^ffiy perfuaded, that cither the (hip would 
^pej^h* in or be unable to return ; and that now 

^all his 'vie\v^ oF^iftrefTing the enemy, and of ftill fignalizing 
his expedition by fomc important exploit, were at an end. 

, forte comfort to his dbmpany, the 
X k 4 commodore. 
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commodore, after coofultlng with the moA intelligent perfoos 
about him, propofed to hale the Spanijb bark^\ Ihore, to 
faw her afunder, and to lengthen her la {set, by which 
means ihe would be enlarged to 40 tons l^/then, and abft 
to carry the whole crew to China. Here^ perfuaded tho 
crew, that they might probably meet Wijp ^^^f^enturion ; a 
hope that made them ‘'prf-}ect will the utmol^ 

alacrity. But their fituation was in TdiTie rerpeCCT Aill more 
diflrcfsful than that of the Wager's crew, had not the impru- 
dence of the latter heightened their mifery. The Centurion's 
people had not the benefit of a wreclft*v-om wJvJJice fea 
Aorcs and materials might be drawn at pleaihify'all waS“ 
gone with the Aiip, and, in her, tHe beA fftimeii and ablcA 
hands. • ^ 

As foon as ihe commodore had once baiihhed defpair, he 
entered into a regular dedi^.Aion of whatever would Ijt: 
-quifiteior the accomplifliinent of his defign. He afTign^dN 
to e 'erv man his proper department, and took upon hi^elf 
not only the bufinefsof a general fupervifor, KWt of •-'^rk- ^ 
man too, I'upporting all the fatigue even tpe^ nneA of- 
fices. His example was equivalent to the Ti^iJ^lon 
fiderable number of hands ; for, feeing their fujTior al#®5j^ 
bufy, no man clfe hdd an inclination to be idle, ''rys 11 nj’-* 
vcrlal induAry was attended with the hippieA confcqiilSv;'* 
at the fame. lime that it kept them employed ij tht- 
purfult, it diverted tlibir thoughts, preferved their fpif'^’^fta 
a regular motion, inured them to aftion, and confirmed their 
health. This too was greatly forwarded by the behaviour < 
of Mr. Anfon^ who was always ferene, always eafy, deliver- 
ing his .orders chearfully, purfuing his plans Aeadfl^ fo as to 
be in a condition either of fupplyingjf.J'p/hip w^ij jjyhat was 
wanting to complete her Aores in cafe Aie retu>?' '^V./'r?tQ 
finifli in a few days the fcheme in hand. <'* 

^ E i G II I- EEN days were now elapfed fince the C.* '*f:rion had 
been driven out to fca, in which time the commodore's la- 
The Cen- hours and projefts weie coming to a ciifis. On the iitlvclf . 
tunon J,/' otJoherj in the morning, LieutcnV»'*’ Cyrdi?/!, of the marinrs, 
e^ereJot haviii'j; accidentally walked hill, '^ifeovered the flupT**? 

aAily'lw th 5 i-coi)|mQ(J.tv:-‘, -Valloed • 



through for the firA time the equable«ana v-;4:iicd errthiaw^ 

.. 1 /T i-_ I - j r I . ‘ 


and Aeadinefs he had hitherto preferved. 'As to the reft 
of the crew, they ran down to the fea-fidc 'ip* a kind *ot 
JicPiy not to be dcfciibcd, or fu^j^s . 

5 
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were not partakers of it. Here the/ feailed their eyes with 
a fight tbiv had fo ardently longed after, and which for 
ne days pah^ey had defpaired of ever obtaining. By five 
the evening^^y could plainly diflinguiih the fhip in the 
^ ing to be the ^'^rion ; upon which the commodore fent 
off a boat w|Cfl||dffiteen men to reinforce her, and comfort 
the crew wiik provifions. On the 

following ^rning Ih^appily got to an anchor in the road, 
where Mr. Jufon immediately went on board, and was re« 
cclved with the moll finccre and hearty acclamations of the 
crew^.^ sy^ouj^l'/- 3 h encountering the difficulties and havards The dif- 
^ to Centurion had been for 1 8 days expofed, fhe dr* 

had loll but onefman, yet were the whole crew exceflivcly 
•fatigued with the laborious employment of working a large ®^.^®*** 
fhip without interrailfion fince the rife of this difallrous in- 
fhe day after leaving %nmn tlie wind continued 
blow a perfect hurricane, fo that a forefliroiul and lliap 
of the bobllay broke. A number of othei accidents, crnly 
^intelSf^c tofeunc-n, fuccccdcd this. On the 28th the leak, 
which l?,-^^bj.'nii7yjjnleiJlly patched up, broke open; the 
fiiTey¥?fl!^ater, and both pumps kept in conii- 
^^Tlyemplog^nt, fill, on the lotii of OHobci% Ihc got into 

^^i^Tintan. • ^ 

commodo^ now refolved to continue no longer on 
^us‘^..>nd than was ahlolntely nece/!ai y to complete his flock 
^"'"•ttvjcr, whi' ii w'ls immediately let flhout with the utmoft 
, diligence Ho\‘V'.\e' , on t'te 14th the llup was by fiiadcn Thf Cen- 
'giilt of wii’ I driven out to lea a fvccmd time, fojty of thctu'ipn 
men, empl )ved m killing cattle in the v.V'kIs, being left be- bjoxvtt to 
hind. die weatlier was f ivini'vib’e, and the (hip 

*b«.tter than J^'?b>re, they in .ibont five days returned 

an.l rtlieved thole that had been left behind Her re* 
from t 3 *ew Wis oi being a<-,iin deferred by their Ihip. In- 
* dcratigatft'Hpains wcie nenv t;kcn in fecitiing the Ccaturion*^^ 
againll a farther .ictidenr, nnd geui- g on board <hc flores. ^ 
J^;y,thc twentieth of OhjWr ihe h.ul fifty tons of water, 
whivJi Avas iu.I;>J fufhcu^'for a pafHige to Macao. Having 'pi- 
fliri.ierc* i a great of Hines, h-mons, coco- 

^nrs. t^l^nland, the coimnodoi^ fei fire 

the aiij^roe, .ind got under fail, fleering 

*;,** n(«rwithont hmc legrct at Icat'ing this 
he:fMtifnl ai^. K-ncli.mi^g illand. As the wind proved very 
^avotifihle, ran near lifty leagues a dav ; but, 

,jr?iigh hol’oW 1e« purl uing her, the leak was increafed, and 
gh’at li.ittrT^'enfueil to the rigging, which was now intirely 
.us" *>ip ^re.v VV'J*''-' ‘’•’'ppdy in'full health 
•/ ' V and 
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and (Vrength, they were able to fupport the fatigue confe- 
quent on fuch drcumftances with chearfulnel^ All went 
through their fcveral parts without iDurmj^g or com- 
plaint. On the 4 th or November they \^e off the foiw- 
eafl end of the Ifland of Formo/a, whichjiAey could juft dit 
cover, being 476 leagues to the we(™^<^ Tinian^ an? 
33 leagues to theeaft)iuc 4 A&i£^;*,&if^^m/z^ On the 5th , 
they made the coaft of China, but not arrHe at Macao 
before the 12th, when they happily anchored in the road of 
that city. The day before their arrival the (hip ran aground 
through the ignorance of the Chinefe on w ho 

were unacquainted with the foundings, and' i^^ueptli of 
water the ftiip required. We (hall pais o^r the defeription * 
of this city and illand in the mouth of the river Ta, as th^ 
reader will find it in another part of this work. As loon as 
the commodore was arrived in an amicable port, aftgp’a^- 
dious and unfortunate voyage of near two years diirati^,^ 
the w'holc crew refumed their wonted fpirits, joy was Jbread 
over every countenance, and mirth and joHit3|^io\vj|l^v^iicd^ 

.•-.]nere they 


where but lately defpair and (orro'y reigncL.^^.^^., 
found a civilized people, a place abouncIiiTgiiflna aw^^Jjj^on- 
vcnienclcs and luxuries of life; and wlfat abc-ixj* all cfii 
buted to their fatisfif^fion was, that they were in \v^vell-^e^ 
quented fea-port, where they imagined |heir rigging 
be repaired, their fliip refitted, and rendered capable^ di^ 
fecuting her voyage to Europe. The river Ta is tlTg:,-'«my 
Chinefe port' univerfally frequented by Europeans, and on - 
many accounts a more commodious harbour than Macao 
but the peculiar cuftoms of the Chinefe, folcly adapted to 
commercial affairs, made the commodore appi eh^fivc left he 
fhould embroil the Kajl India compiyiy in difpiJ^^vith the>. 
natives if he inlifted upon being treated on a 
than the merchantmen. This made him dertnii^y] rather 
to go to Macao than proceed up the river Ta. .>, J-^'bertain • 
tliat he c<mld have nothing to fear befides laying the Britijh 
trade imder fome inc-onvenience, as the Centurion might 
entered the liver, and even theV,iortof Canton, in deiiance 



ftrangers to the privileges due to X'^gs 
empted in all foreign harbours from ki^ 




aiport ch^-^e. 


Mr. yinfon thought it would derogate^'i dignity 

t'.ic Btitijh flag, to fubinit to this du\y iti- China.- On'fljs^ 
coming, therefore, to an anchor bK-forc Afacao', ^adifpat^hed 
an oflicer with his coniplimcuts^ gon^r, 
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requefting his advice in what manner it would be proper to 
aft, to av^ giving offence. In the evening the governor 
fpnt two omb[^ to the commodore, to acquaint him, th&t 
iA the 61cr;ituri^yentered the river, it was his opinion the 
^ty would be ^%fted ; and therefore, if the commodore 
approved of ^Pi^Kwould fend him a pilot who fhould con- 
duft him inn aroLfcr f?^^;l;^bojir .galled Typa, about two 
leagues frojr Macao^m^d every way commodious for refitting 
the flrip : here, he faid, in all probability, the duty would 
not be demanded. Mr. Anfon acceded to this propofal, and 
weighe^qchor nr^cr the aufpiccs of the Portugtu/e pilot, 
fteehiig^^ MAiJ harbour of Typa, On his arrival here he 
paid a vifit to Wic Portuguefe governor, foliciting him to 
igrant a fupply of provifions, and fuch naval flores as were 
wanted for refitting tlie (hip. He was affured in a friendly Htreeeiv§t 
m apqer by the go\ crnor, that hf^ would clandeAinely afford civilities 
pt^nml the affiftance in his power ; but frankly acknowlcged,.^^^ 
that, to ferve him elTcffu.illy, an order from the viceroy was 
neceffkcy, fincj the Portuguefe authority was but fubordinatc, 

.iiid fupjlfft,tc| coiitroiil. Upon this declaration Mr. Anjan 
repaire//lrA -*|^ wy^o Canton^ to vifit the viceroy in perfon. 

fnduimen, and feven other £«ro- 
ll^^Upon conliiltiiig the Eugptjh fupercargoes and 
^(»Vcd|^)^oncerniny the manner of procuring the erder he * 
^wafUed, the*)' levom mended to him their own method of 
^^n^actillg jII ninrteis rchting to tl»e government, which 
was, ’by the mc iiatioii of the chief Chinefe merchants. Upon 
application tv) them, they Teemed willing to negotiate the 
buiinel's, mul confident of I'uccefs; but, after keeping the 
!Commodoi\»in Inlpcnfc for near a month with ingenious and 
well fcigi^*? excufes, they at lafl avowed their perfidy, and 
that ttfey neither had nor could apply to the 
Anf'.n^ now afibred that nothing could be ef- 
feftc#'!S inrerpoliiion of the merchants, returned 
board hislhip, which he found in a condition totally unfit-^""^®^ 
for the Tea, before file was thoroughly refitted. Determine- 
iiif?, therefoie, at all e^;:s, to have this brought 
“Im'.i’otca Icttei to ib^Micci^^y, acquainting him, that he^ ■' 
;w.i s the kit ui^of jireu^ ^admiral, with the circuin- 

. ilancc s \vliict'5p^ V.oiiyjrt him inlo Chinas the c(?iulition of 
^^ fliin. a'W h';/^war^of proiillons. He defired iinmc- 
drdefs fv/'refituRg hi^ ihip, and for ftores and provi- 
#lioV«,..that^*«oii£Sjr^C c:i.ib!cd to puifue his voyage liome- 
-wwrd. 'f'w(?^J.t\'s after, tliree mandarins, attciidcd by a 
‘conficjer.'ible vetmne of fervants and officers, on beard i8 
gaiiic^ysely.or!^gmentcd, anJ^tompanied^vith mufic, 

V ^ ^ camp 



comes on 
board. 
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The chief came on board the Centurion by order of the viceroy, to exa- 
mandartn mine into the condition of the ftiip. After imqu^, the chief 
mandarin, perceiving that the commodore ha<#^lven a faitly 
ful account of his iituation, told him, tl^'^ he fliould tlw 
night proceed for Canton^ where, on his a*Sval, a council 
mandarins would be affembled, who, hc^bu^ I not, would 
fpeedily and efFcclually ' 'he commo- 

dore then acquainted him, that the cuilom-hoii^c officers at 
Macao had forbid any provifions to be carried on board him, 
by which means the crew were deprived of thofe refrefli- 
nients, of the utmoft confequence to th<y^? bljflMr-rttf^ a nd 
even prefervation, of their health, after a lonJ^aStfjiddy 
voyage. I'his the chief mandarin undertook to remedy by 
his own authority (B), defiring at the fame time a lift to be* 
given him of the quantity of provifion nece/fary for tlie daily 
confumpiion of the fhip. -Under this he wrote a pcrmi'^>^|* 
livering it to one of his attendants, and directing him 
fee that quantity fent eaily every morning on boaid ; which 
order was punftually obferved. ^ 

Jin account Qn the 5th of December the followlr^^cce^iit.'^as taken 
pf the trtn- trcufurc removed from the 6Vi?f/c^ft^|^iore'’^._^ 

f^e nj j;^’'fdtftroyed ; viz. a box of gold ; a box with dolVii 
uloucel- ^ 3000 dollars ; another box with an .nuA-- 

ber of clolLirs, fcvcral jewels, and a ba</ of bits ; 
with I ’23 dollais, forty-nine pounds of loofc plate j’-VneJ^ 
1 ftly, a box with 17 pounds averdupoife of loofe r pkite, 
SiM ■*, \r:is the equivalent the nation received ft)r the lofs of 
„ a fine t .i gun Ihip, and near 300 men. After themanda-i 
rin’s departure, the commodore with great impatience ex- 
pefted the refolution ul the council, and the p^t^cr aiitho- 


(B) It was not till the vice- 
roy had reccivea Mr. Anf «’s 
lettc- that the Chinejx had form- 
ed jull notions of t'uc commo- 
dore’s quality and cominiflion. 

'J’hcy had never leeu an Ewo- 
feaK man of war, and wcrecon- 
ftquently ignorant of the pii-. w. 
vileges granted to kings fti ps. 1 ^.’ to ^ 
He was taken by the common pll i 
people for a, pirate, treated * 
with a cold indilfercncc, on his 
arriv.il at Cantony by the better 
fort of people, while the lower 
< laiV d.eade.l, and \iewcd him 
With tear, and even •h^'rror, 


calling h'ln 

both in Qhin:je ufll* l*or- 

tugueje. 'i he dajt aS'Jr uib de- . 
parcure from CautoK, a Chi» 
ampan, or guard-boat, anchor- 
ed clofe by the CenturioAt 
o()».;;re her m itions. 


the i-i-jf/i/*. 
’ to he 


rtuh- 


merchants belon,,? 

ji/' 


^ iiiiy with prort-I 

fion3^>his ci^>/‘inrf!t have^ 'UV,, t 
in the'^iidfl ofyjchty ;.*an^ih« 
jc9''nidii'or''aU difbo'neiU 
and illicit pr^ilices in trsdv,^ 
would have fiLluced.chein «n7a 
a fatal barb;iri(^ 4 ^ 
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rides for refitting his fhip. The intrigues and addrcfs of The in- 
the French^x. Canton for a long time delayed any deto ml- trigu^s of 
nation, occalfioiliKl warm debates, and at length had nearly French 
fcjiled all the i^^eft of the commodore, the chief manda- 
riti, and equity itR'lf, as well as the laws of hofpitality. The 
* French had ab^TwsvJ^lared their merchantmen to be fliips of 
war, and thjr >yeic yjprehenfive left any diftinftioii ' 

paid to th^.nglijb c\^imoa6re iii^itl dimini/h the import- 
ance they aiTuipcd, render thqm lefs confidcrable in the eyes 
of the Chine fcy and eftablifh a prepofleftion at Cnuton in fa-' 
vour oi^fhips of ,^'ar, by which they, as trading vcfTels^ 
would 5’'^’ii./ineir dignity. As they had a Frcnih jcfuit, 

• who perfectly lyidei ftooJ and fpoke fhc language of the 
^country, reliding on the fpot, a man well acquainted witli the 
venality oT the people, with the perfons of the niagiftrates, 
of great addrefs, and unfathomable cunning, tliL'y wcie at 
for traverflng the afliftance defired by the coinmodoie*. 

' At length juftice prevailed ; the French were bafHed, and an 
ordcf^ifued bv the viceroy for refitting the Centurion^ and 
•fupplyi % theyrew with all they wanted ; though perhaps 
the foi ejir i?*- was an argument of no fmall weight 
aKc^l"»cy* For it wis obferved, that the manda- 
riasliac^'^ifve^ed every part of the veifsl with extraordinary 
i and proportionable aftonifhmenr, at the fize and 

of the guffs. Hclidcs, they had been indirciftiy ac- 
quainted by the commodore with whujt facility he could do 
himle-f juflke by force of arms, fliould it be dcnicvl by the 
’ law of iiaiions. They were foon made fcnfiblc that the 
Centurion alone was far fuperior to the whole maritime power * 
of the v:ift* Chine fc empire ; and that he could link, burn, 
and deftrq* all their Ihipping, without the fmallcft hazard 
or rilquC^b’nT'klfi^‘‘*Altcr this order was iffued, the chief 
mimtTRBJj^^Iier from curiofity ordtfign, paid another viflt 
to \)A^F*inturion. lie examined and furveyed her with 
greater atTention and admiration than before, exgrcfied ex- 
traordinary fatisfaflion at the fkill of the F.nglijh workmen, 

“fhe^ piogrcfs that nation had made in the art of war, and at 
“Yiie ji’iculigioiis naval riiNver of the king of Great Britain. 

.ij&^ intT^ g ratii'jcd t/ tli; fujUpjiis j:uriofIty, he was elegantly 
7.eji ter a iiied^V^icI <*• -mi 


mniji^lore, and faluted at his\icparture 


"TT/Vridbe 9th ot Jaiifl^ry came the order for heaving down The con- 
•>wb;tv rlje Ii^^ni’s immediately began to \m~ modore oh- 
^Tiioor, weigheS^^Hfehor, and warped out to the northward for 
rlTih purpofe. • The commodore conmufted for 100 work- 
men, .iniit hij . and,iMi neutprs. all C/imr^, to afTifl in careening 
twb junks 'lu I 'dd tiic flon-, and oihji good^ 

*.• .* ‘ ♦H. , ta! eu 
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taken out of the Centurion, He likewife cauled a tent to be 
ere^ed on an adjacent ifland, and placed a gu^t^ there for 
the fecurity of the eiTcAs that were put onj^re. As the 
workmen refufed to be employed by the d^y, it was agreed 
the carpenters /hould have (^o/. for their ftare, and a pre^ 
portionable reward to the fmiths and o^'i;>?Sl^fflen. This 
being regulated, and do^, the Aatc 

of her bottom was examined, and allimaginabl^care taken 
He em^ to have the leak eiTeflually re)>aired. An hundred Chinefe 

ploys a caulkers were fet to work on her decks and Tides, who went 

Mat num- through their employment with an addr^ft^tls^t gr^tly fur- 
prifed \ht Engli/b, confidering their ignoraneem Ihip-build- 
Chinefe Anfon had given tlic greatell encouragement 

arti/ans, expediting the repairs, every thing went on with fuch^ 
alacrity, that by the end of March the (hip was made per- 
fe^ly tight and flrong j by the 6th of Aj^ril Ihe was 
and the fame day they began to unmoor. The commodoi^ 
Inftead of being difeouraged by his former difafters, v^now 
refolved again to rifque the cafualties of th^Paci^^cean, 1 
for intercepting the MamUi galleon. 
tion which he received from the delays ofm^^oi^n^ib 
left thereby he ftiould fo long be retarded as fo ifchr 
^ treafure efcape him. * From the 12 th of Novenib^'Vts^^ 
of January was confumed in procuring the viceroy’s ^ 
and now the utmoft diligence could not render the Ceniurtiii 
in a condition to put to lea before the third of Mzn:A,^hen, 
to the great joy of the commodore and crew, (lie again ap- 
, peared completely equipped. Mr. Anfon was not without 
apprehenfion of being attacked by the Spaniard^ in this de- 
///'r.vf/Vfj fencclefs fjtuation ; norweiehis tears altogether ^roundlcfs, 
adn/ice of as he afterwards learnt by a Portugmf,’ Ihip, . th^ the go- 
vernor of Manila j having received advice of thefiT^Igiad^c’s 
intention to careen in Typa, had fummoned*a djjjjlljcil, in 
uhich it was refolved to attempt burning xh*?'^ntunon in 
the harbour ; an enterprife that, if piopcrly conduced, 
might have greatly diftreded the commodore, and fruftoat^J 
all his future defigas. He was ^.•^'ther told, that a cap-^ 
tain had actually eng.iged fts; 40,0^ clrllars to accomp!!i|j| 
the dcfig^, and bring thsirefoT^on V exd: 

cution, however dangerous it migrs appIl^jp^Vhc goveinjJ^* 
avarice proved tlic Iccurity of 
there was no money in the royal trea&i^, 
mei chants advancing the fum, Jid their f. 
with the demand dlfconccrted the whole p.oje^l. . 

Before the commodore had fully coinple5^’'liis ftores. 
"the Chinefi exp 'eifed great uncilinclVT 


ei dejign 
formed by 
the Spa- 
niards to 
turn tb: 
Centu- 
rion. 


for, 

he^^ lifted oj th'ic 
■'fles to compij 
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that he would leave their coaft, being either ignorant, or 
pretending that they did not know, this was a point he was 
as eagerly letv^pon as they could On the 3d of ^pril 
two mandarin^'^^chts came on board to prefs his departure ; 
a requeft that had often been repeated before, although they 
had no reafon fufj^ft the commodore of aiiedfed delays. 

In anfwer to,^his lu t Hicda^e, ^Mr. Ar^on told the mandarins 
in a detern^^'ied tonel^ diat ''he ‘ de^red they would gh'e him 
no farther trouble on this head, for he would go when he 
thought pfoper : ** A noble inftance,” fays our author, “ of 
“ the refolution of^Jthis truly Britijb commander, who thus 
“ honourably lupportcd the dignity of his king and coim- 
•* try, and challenged a refpeft for the Britiflj flag in an cm- 
pire till then too arbitrary to pay the leaft deference to 
*' any European.^' This refolutc reply of the commodore 
was^ttended with fome inconveniencies to the crew, for The lice- 
Ti^m T|jat time it was ftriftly protiibited that no proviflons roy revoies 
flior.l J be carried on board. The greateft care was taken to fhe order. 
enfold thofe^injun^lions, fo that from that time nothing 
could bo pijrchaiied at^any price, and all the fuppliej the 
fliip could rccri’^"i-.. vie fecrctly conveyed by means of the 
^ir£Wh fupei^u-goes. By their afliAance the ftores were at 
laAronmVcd, and the crew fomewhat augmented by a 
LafLars and Dutch taken on board ; upon w’hich 
commodoie determined to proceed on his voyage, and 
tiuilc for the Mum la galleon. 

S E C T. XT. 


Containing an account of the Manila trade \ Mr. An- 
'departure from T ypa ; bis cruife in fearch of 
fitf i his engagement with her, and re- 
‘Canton *, his tranfaStions in that port ; bis 
TToya^^iv Java, thence to tbeQ?ipt of Good Hope, 
and his arrival in England in June, A. 1 744 •, with 
rejlefhons on the voyag;e. 


Sthe jupljf Ifi^p of the Pf'.tnila fliip, fo celebrated for it^ 
*“Tlfftnaeriie'?T!h.itt., war; now the principal objl^cl of Mr. 

J^uture dci'gns ; )Aid fince the trade carried on by the 
^.iflcoOs between thcp’city of Manila and the port of Aca- 
puL'i is the^'&iA v«^^'at>le of any in the univerfc, it may not 
•b^ditigreeablQ^to the reade^ that we here give an abftraft 
'df^that ♦radi.v notw'ithftanding we have treated of it more 
largely in apotli^r part of this worbt • ’ 


; , 


When 
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When Charles V. was emperor of Germany , Don Ferdi- 
nand MaglianeSy or Magellan, a difgufted Portuguefe, had 
been fent by that politic prince with a fquadiionio make dif- 
covcries to the weftward of America* Magjimn failed from 
the port of Seville in Old Spain, in Augitfti^i^, and foon 
had the good-fortune to discover that ^fTage gn to the South 
Seas, which has fince been called aft<^jHriiake, and laid 
the foundation of that: i!1tjmeTfff^oIriii|pce ano^ealth the 
Spaniards draw from the Southern Continent ^ America, 
Having happily accompli(hed the firA part of his fcheme, 
after fomc continuance on the coaA of Pe^, he fet fail again 
to the weftward, with a view of falling in witlf the Spice 
iflaiids. In this long run acrofs tlie Pacific Ocean, he fir A 
difeovered the Marian or Ladroncs Klands, about 2,280, 
leagues wcA of Acapulco, Purfuing his courfe, he’at length 
reached the Philippine iflands, fituated in the moA e^^n 
part of all Ajia* The hd^py fitnation of thefe iflandSilt> 
duced the Spaniards carefully to cAablifh and maintain a cor- 
refpondence between them and their colonics on the cijaA of 
Peru, They foon difpoffeAcd the Indians, and becarffe them- 
felvcs proprietors of the moA viilnnT.V Philippines. 

The chief refidcnce was fixed in the city 
brge bland of Lucon^, which fpccdily becam? 4 iv£ maJt 01 
all Indian commodities, ns Ipices, filks, callicocs, cnbi^, and 
gold-work^ bought up by the inhabitants* and annually 
ported to the foutliQfu coaA of America. Formerly’ tlur^ 
were carried to Callao in Lima', but at prefent the tiadc is 
confined wholly to Acapulco. This commerce between 
Manila and Acapulco is ufually caiiied on by one, or at 
moA by two, annual Aiips, which fail from the Philippines 
in July, and airive at the continent in December^ January, 
or February, following. Having theiTf^. il*:aJed.|]|^' return 
commonly in March, and arrive at Mamin in 
Augttjl', fo that the voyage is feldoni completed ii^tfftothan 
one whole year. Tiic Manila galleons are Aout Aiips, fel- 
diim Icfs than 1200 tons burthen, mounted wi ll fiAy guns, 
and manned with 400 failors, frequently 600, paAengerjf 111^ 
eluded. As thefe Aiip*: an^omn. r'^o.'.cd aiul paid by the 
king, one of the captains is Rilctl Cenerg l, 

he canief the royal Aandafdot atihwn^mTtop^aiuvV' 
maA-head. The trade is not laid J^cn to'all the 
of Manila ; but is limited bv very paVj|kular icAriclioi!i<; ania? 
logous to ihofe of the iegilkT-/hips, irJHjt /!r^> tlui /Fc/i 
Indies. They are confined tc .i cei lain value, which the an* 
nual cargo ought not 10 extv’d, though it cMUjnu.ily d 65 ;'. 
The fuinfpecified is'Ji^,w.oj Jollais; huu^^ew^f - - - - 
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are worth left than double that fum ) and the return from 
Aca^utcQ is generally computed at 3^000,000 of dollars. 

The feel^e iondition of the Spanijb provinces bordering 
on the South Zeas was the moft favourable conjuncture ti'rcd/ 
Britain could have fcizcd for reducing that crown to the ne- 
ceflity of fuing.for peace; but the misfortunes fuAaineJ by 
Mr. Anfon'% ^quadroi\rendered his force unequal to any con- 
liderable en*;!rprize. ^e theftforC Confined his views wholly 
to the intercepting tne Manila galleon, well knowing what 
damages the Spaniards would receive from fiich a capture, 
and how juft a reward this good-fortune would be of all the 
toils and dangers his crew had undergone. To execute this 
purpofc, every tl^ng being In readinefs, the Centurion weighed 
from Typa on the 6th of April, and warped to the fouthward. 
By the I ^th the commodore got into the road of Macao, and, 
on the 19th, he made fail, .and flood to Tea, after giving out 
thilP’he was bound for Batavia, Ind thence to England, It 
js true the wcllerly monfoon w'as then fet in, at which time 
the paflage to Batavia was deemed impracticable ; yet the 
confideixe he had exprefleJ in the flrength of his fliip, and 
the expel ience 1 '". ^/faiids, perfuaded not only the Chinefe^ 
Ijr*. his o>an r»*e\v lijfcwife, that this was really his intention, 
lio'firongl;* was this report believed, tjiat feveral packets of 
lettds for Batavia were font on board the Centurion by the 
diibajWtants* of Canton and Macao (A). The commodore 

, thouglit 


(A) So firmly were the Chi- 
ftefe perCuaded of tlie truth of 
the report the oommodorc had 
propagcate^ln in Older to keep 
fecret his real that his 

alri^^ds diifuade him 
pi ize, by explain- 
ing to him tlic lutiire and dan- 
ger of the irynfoons. As our 
'reiAlerfi may not pcrhap^i have 
a clear jide.i of this tenr 'we 
fjilfll endeavour to '.xphiin it to • 
lof'foon if .\n 
word, which, in Ks^.ri£l 
. AfwuU^fjf fignihes no mor than 
•a (Iro^ i\in4. It is a;^^plicdto 
'the dated tr?dtij,vijj^i.*‘nOiOthdlk 
wife than becaoie they blow re% 
^arkabJy lleady'and violent 
'J'liey.aie diftin gui flied into th« 
W-.o ili;i. Vot XJ 


Eajl and U'eJl^Monfoons, the for- 
mer fetting to the north of the 
equator in September, and blow- 
ing till Ap'-il, attended ufually 
with fine, fair, and plcafant 
weather ; and the latter conti* 
nuing from April to Septemhtr, 
accompanied for the moll pare 
with heavy rains ai|d dreadful 
tempefls. Thus the months of 
April and September arc the 
flilfting months ; and, previous 
the fixed monfooiis, there is 
a warioub and unlUady wind, 
that blows for fome days. Yet, 
upon the whole, thagjncral al- 
teration of theft winds is no 
lefs ileady than the ftafons of 
the year in our hemifphere. 
Upon them depends the whole 
to IttJIfii all who 
L 1 trade 
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thought it probable that this year there would be two 
ni/a ihips, iince his cruife before Acapulco might poilibly have 


trade thither embracing thefe 
changes either for their going 
or returning. Hence they came 
by the name of Trade H'i::ds. 
At the change of thefe Trade 
If'indiy there are conftantly high 
lloriiis, which they particularly 
call Mxitijoonsy or ihll more par> 
ticttlarly TuffootiSyZ Cbinejittxtay 
perhaps of Greek origin, except 
it be more probable that the 
Creeks borrowed the noun rtf* 
, or the verb from the 
Chinefe. But without entering 
upon this, equally dry and ufis- 
Icfs difquifition, fufheient it is 
chat thofe Tujfaonsy Typbausy or 
violent gulls of winds and 
llorms, happen near the full or 
change of tl>c moon, preceded 
ufually by fair weathf;r, gende 
breezes, and a ferene and dear 
Iky. 'J’hey veer about from 
the true tradc>wind, and ufu* 
ally Ihilt almoil quite i\)und the 
compafs. Immediately before 
the llorm a black< cloud' ap- 
pears in that quarter from 
whence it may beexpeded, al> 
ways fufpended near the horK 
zon ; the upper edge of a bright 
flame-colour, which increafes 
in beauty and lullre, till at lad 
it fades away to a whitifh gla- 
ring cloud, it is a very awful 
and terrifying fpeilacle, conti- 
nuing frequently for twelve 
hours before the dorm. As 
loon as the cloud begins to' 
move, in/mcdiatcly the wind 
follows it, and blows with in- 
credible fury at north-ead for 
about the fpacc of twelve hours, 
accompanied with horrible and 

f illqpiihing claps of thunder, 
arge flying Ihcets of lightning, 
and a delvge of ram. 


' ✓ pre- 
does this dorm abate CTadnally 
of its violence ; it fublides all 
at once i^andv'ir lefs than ut 
after, aperfed calm takes 
place. *Theii the wind rifes at 
the oppofitc point, and blows 
at fouth wed, with ram, hail, 
and . dorms of thunder and 
lightning, for about the fame 
time as it did before. 

raremus, a geographer in 
fnme edeem, has given us a 
large defenption of this tem- 
ped, which deferves the.Vead> 
er’s pcrufal. “ A TyphoHy' 
he, ** is a drong iwift wind 
** blowing from all points, 

** wa.ndering abqut all quar- 
** ters, •<.. nerally coming 
from pbove, an^ confnler- 
ably higher than ^he ho/»7.oif. 

*' It IS frequent in the OF^Iental 
“ Teas, cfp'icially thofe of f 
Ghinuy and ^apany and*^be!^ 

** tween Molucca and Japan» 

*' It breaks out violently aU i 
“ mod from the wedern point, 

** and, turning with a rapid 
•* force round khc horizon, 

** performs the ic'^olution in 
** Z 4 hov's, ‘.III, incFcaling in 
** dren^th, it raif^'-^iho^iT-as 
“ with Its drong' gyySJjons' to 
a prodigious hnijfit, -..cry 
** tenth wave higher than the i 
” red, and c’-.l.Iug againd ; 
“ ifach other with fuch i'Ape- 
** tu 'fity as depriveL the fca- 
•;* men of a all hopes of dfe. 

“' .‘On .iccoja*- -*'’rhi!ftf'dwrlns, j.’ - 
“ I.Nluig from India to 
“ is V.>vtremcly dang^\xA 
“ fom^'h that if one 'Ihip in* 0 
d three getu fre?* there, it is rcc- ^ 
** koned extraordinary ■ 
which might have beta -cue 
tire time \\h<?» r* *emus wrote. 
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prevented one of them from putting to fca. the preceding yaor. 

He thought now uf H^ing his Nation ofT Cafic E/fiin'fu Santo, on 
the iilanJ ol^amal, which is the hrlf land the galleons always 
make on their return to the Phiiippinei, The month of Junt 
" is commonly the time of their arrival there ; he doubted not 
therefore of getting f^n enough to his Nation to meet with 
, them. The^nferiorire of hj^ ifrength by no means difeou-* 
raged hiin^ as he had/the utmoA confidence in the courage 
and Iklll of his men, who amounted to no more than 227 
hands; a force greatly difproportioned even to one galleon* 

As there )yas a continual intercoUrfe between Manila and 
^ Macao, It was intirely necellary to the fuccefs of his projed^ 

’ that his dcligns Should be kept with the moA profound fe- 
*crecy, while he continued at Macao; but, being now at fca, Ttfecam^ 
he refolvcd to communicate his intention' to the crew. Sum- medort 
mo^big, for this piirpofe, all the i^en upon the quarter-deck, hawt 
he acquainted them with his intention of cruifing for the Macao. 
Manila Ihips, of whofe wealth they were not ignorant. He Hit fpeceb 
^ told them he fitould chufc a Aation where he could not fail *0 his 
of meeting *\ith them^^ that, notwithAandiiig their Arength, 
he doubted tne vigour of his men, and the exel tion 

•f^cir tffual fpirli*, would An mount every difficulty, and 
brlHJ: inro their hands a prize that wouXl fulficiently reward 
all their toils, and make them cafy and happy for the re- • 
of their livt'S. }Je f.iid, that many ridiculous Ao- 
ries had been piopagatcd concerning il« Arength of thefidcs 
of tliclL* lliips, which, it was faid, were impenetrable to can-* 
non-fliot ; but thefe were fictions contrived to palliate the 
tow.iKlice of thoCo who had iornieily engaged the galleons. ' 

He hoped tliat’none of his men wcie v/cak enough to credit 
fucli tales; ior his (Avn part, lieafliued them, lie would fight 
ti^*<vould find his bullets, in Acad of being 
Ao^cu'ioy ^v\t lide, would penctiatc through both. This 
.f^veccived with univerfal joy, the failors expreffing 


as the fcTffiwrtian J this naviga- 
c not then well al'cer- 
tainedr^* The 'IjphGiu" ia)s 
JfiTe' .** rages moft in fuinmcr, - 
•' ftid *moK ifcvin :an be cf n- 
thofe who ’^•ave 
it ; fo that it is no 
‘ wonder the rib*- of the 

* ArongeAlhip/j'hfJid be lo(^ 
*.*;;:nedi you woidd think th^ 

• he^vcus and earth were fall- 
' injj^inco cXcii odgiiial chacs, 


“ overturning houfes, rooting 
“ up irecb, and convening 
‘‘ large ftiip*! a ijiiarter of a 
mile from the fca.” The 
caife of it is, w'ichtut doubt, 
that the wind puihing to a cer- 
tain point is obilrufled, and rc« 
flefted back on iifelf. Hence 
this whirling, this gyration of 
the fca, and rortives, it occa- 
fions. 
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tlicir appliiufe and fatisfaftion by three itrenuous cheers, de- 
claring at the {lime time their refolution tojlu^ed or perifli 
in the attempt, whenever the opportunity oflttcd. As thtfy 
firmly relied on the aflTuranccs of the commodore, that they 
(hould certainly meet with the galleons, fo they Were too 
f.uiguine to harbour the fmallcft doi^ts of n^iftcring them. 
In fnfb, they confidercd-thcmfclves a£ already iri pofleffionof • 
ihofc invaluable prizes. • 

Mr. j^nfany departing from Mavao^ flood for fofflc days ft) 
the weftward, and, by the ;^d of ISLiy^ fell in with the fouth- 
eriinioll part of the ifland of Fomiofa, lying eall*by-fouth at 
the diflance of ten leagues, and affording a delightful pro-, 
fpeft. Hence he llecixd to the fouthward, and two day^ 
after was in the latitude of the iflands, in north. 
After leaving BoU't Tobago Xima, he fleered between S. and 
S. W. for Cabo EJJiiriiu K^antOf and, on the 20th of Mhy at 
noon, firft difco\eicd that Cape^ bearing S. S. W. at about 
the diflance of eleven leagues. The commodore knowing 
that there were centinels placed on this Cape to make fignals^ 
to the Manila fhip, when flic fell iiiVv^/h land,‘ ordered the 
helm to lee, the fhip to tack, and the top-gallant fails to be 
//e ar- taken in, to prevent his being difeovered. This bcin,| tifc 
ftation where he icfolvcd to ciiiifc for the galleons, hw kept 
Cape between fonth and well, cndeivoiiiing to confine 
^ himfclf within the latitude of 12° 50', and 13° 5'. 'rhi^ 

approaching, the crew of the Centurion 
pea the P^ll^d each hour with the utmofl impatience and cxpcflation 
gallion. happy cilfis that was to balance the account of all 

their former calamities. Nor was the comr. ’pre’s anxiety 
a bit infciiorto theiis, tho’ his prudence fiipprdR*d thofe 
emotions the other ofRceis could not avoul difccVcfing. Every 
neccIHiry preparation was made for the rcceptionAjJp^* '.v, vd- 
leon; the long-boat was hoi fled out, and laflfed aj'-jpg-lide 
the Centurion, that the fiilp might be ready for ^hgagilig, if 
they fhouul happen to fall ia will, the enemy at.night. There , 
now being but little employment for the ertW^ to preA'rvr, 
their health, keep up their fpirifs., and amiife their p.Hnds, 
the commodore ordered thtfm every day to be exen ifedy in 
W'orking.thc great guns, &.ui in the ufc of' the fmall 
prailicc he had maintained more of* lefs, in all coiiv mienLf/'i-'*^ 
foils, during the courfe of the voyage. An excellent ..vthou,.« 
which deferves the imitation of p^ll our tlieadvan^ 

tage of it being fully proved bp the k* had upon the ^ 

men, and the labour of it recompenfed by-the fucccl's of fiiis 
engagement with th" ^/\11 tJiis while Mr. 

IbUcitous to keep at fuch .ii(l.iDce from the Cape .as to $\oid 
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Wmfelf ; lying commonly from ten to 1 5 leagues 
dilcance, though, by means of the current, he was once within 
feven leagues of land. It was afterwards, however, known, 
that, in fpite of all his care, he was frequently feen, and in- 
telligence of him fent to Manila ^ where it was at fii'ft difbe- 
licved, till repeated advices alarmed the merchants, who ap- 
plied to the governor. ? UpoiT^hi 3 ,-his excellency undertook, 
at the cxpeaice of the l^ierchants, to equip a force, conliHing 
of two (hips of thirty-two guns, one of twenty guns, and two 
Hoops of ten guns each, to attack the Centurion on her lla- 
tion. Sotift ot the vcHels actually weighed with tliis inten- 
»tion ; but the capital ihip not being realy, .and ihcmonfoon 
^eing againft them, the mei chants and governor quarreled ; 
oy which the enterpri/e was defeated. 

Thf, month of June being 'pretty far advanced, the En^ 
gUJl / on bo.tid t lie began to lole all patience, 

1111(1 to fear that the galleon had been detained as the foimer 
year, 01 cfcaped them nnobferved. However, the 20th, pie- 
•cilely a inontli after gaining his H.ition, the commodore was 
relieved froiif his dif fiifpcnfe, one of the men having 
at fmMife^lifcox^'K'ij a fail from the mall-head. 'Jlie news 
ul-UQUineJi itely fpread through the fliip^ and a joy tqiril tc* 
wli^ might Lv expefted after vi^to^y took place In every 
hic ift. 'I'hcy had .10 doubt hut this was one of the galleons, 
Vid they every moment rxpt^Ud to fetj the other. The firll 
pait oi tluli fuggellion was foon confirmed by the near ap-. 
pmach of t!ie Hiip. As to the grdkon which their ciuife had 
(!..tuined t!ic pircefhng year in the poj t of /Avj/Wt'i;, inHcatl of 
renii nliig in my with the other galleon, as was expeft- 
fd, Hie failed .done from .I'L.ihuho ijIikIi t.iilier than the iifn.al 
time, and ^?«tPi.M(j»t;ie poir of Mmihi long bi’foie the cin- 
“'ll .idled H.ulon ‘AX-C.jfe 11 / fyiritn Santi. 

THjUyfillcoh now ill fight v.'S caiied the Nojira Signora 
dtlymbo commaiidied by Cenend Don Jircni/no dc 

Montero, molmted 42 guns, 1 7 of which v ere braf.f, but was 
pibrscd for O^^aiid manned wiih’'550 llout feainen and ma- 
rinesAj^c had befides fwivcl ^uns and patcrnrocs in her 
gflrWrdh quarteri, and tops ; of which carried a four- 
ncuixl flioty -fthc was well-furmfttcd with fiiiaU avns, and 
fc€i”'ed btjarding b-; clofie quarters and a Hrong net-i 

.»vork bf*fwo inch rope laced over her waill, and defended by 
Kalf-fpikes. , yndcr the cor^u^l of Don Jeronimo de Mon- 
Uroy reputed valiant officer in the M.u 

fervjcc, flic;w.ts in force, in\iulk, and every particular but 
the TW^,ht of metal, fuperior Mr. Jn/hn 

was dififovcreJ by tlic ga* let^^^ho mirjht ptfilibiy 1 ‘'ivc 

^ ■ ' L cfcaped. 
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efcaped, had ihe attempted it. But fuch vras the account 
the Spaniards had received at Guam of the conation of the 
dentiiriont that they deTpifcd her weakncfs, and propofed 
fiothing Icfs than carrying her a prize to Manila, As foon as 
(he approached near enough to diAinguiAi with certainty it 
was the Centurion^ Montero, elated b/ the con^dence of his 
fuperiority, told his officers that he md not doubt of having 
the honour of entertaining the Bntijk commodore that day 
at his table. Such were the hopes of the Spaniard ; but Bri~ 
tijb courage, fupported by fortune, determined othei wife, 
Tir.AnfonMr. Anfon inftantly bore down on the galleon with all the fail 
engages he could carry ; and, by half an hour after feven, flie be-« 
and takes came vifible from the deck of the Centurion. Now the gal-^ 
/^^ManilajgQ,^ fired a gun, took in her top-fails, and contiiiRcd to hear 
galleon^ dowii Oil the commodore, who hardly believed what after- 
’aceou^t of appeared to be thd^cafe, that (he knew his lliip to be 
the^fi'ht. Centuriony and as fuch determined to figlit her. When 
’ the commodore firft fpiod her through his glafs, the firft 
glimpfc appeared like two fliips ; ujvon which he faid with* 
the utmofl compofiire, “ 1 .ds, wcAviU ^ht*them both.” 

As fhe approached nearer, he difeovejed nis ii\iflake, and 
feemed difappointcij,. Abt'ut noon he was little more 
r league diftant from the g.'illcon, and tiuM fetch her •L'akc-i 
fo that thcic was no danger of hti rfeaping. Soon afterjh^ 
galleon haled up hep foref.iil, and brought Unv inivlcr "top* ' 
fails, with her head to the northward, hoifling Sf\inijh co- 
lours, a red flag, and the ro)al fiindaiJ f>f Sh.nu, at fhe 
*• maiii-top-maft-hcad. Mr. .“/w/i/? had in the mc.iiiw l)i; pre- 
pared all things for engaging on board ihc rr*.,. ,n', i ; i.c had 
taken every pofiible mealiiie tor th. lull ex».it''on ot hii 
fmall ftrength, and for avoiding the cony* ^^ou* loo licjiicnt 
ill aflions at fca. He pUkc-d thirty of t ic clJoiC^il.,K'i-»» j^rud 
beft markfmen, whvnn he Jiftiibiued in his tops ;*i.§'rccan^ 

' tioii which fully ain'wercd his ex|')e6lation, by tlk'lignai icr- 
vices they performed. As his hands weic too^-, to quarte* 
a fufficient number to each gun, in the iillili! ma-mens *h« 
therefore appointed on h^s lower Jicr only twi. myn^r^'cach 
greitgun, who were to Sr wholly employed In lo. diijfg ft, 
while tlifc reft of his crew -vcrc divided into di^Jlicnr 
of ten or twelve men each, conliniMlly ino\ing^oii'i^-t+rc - 
decks to fire fuch guns a.> vere loaded. By tiiis vv^fc ma»'« 
nagement and fidifnl fi.ncftc, hjf wa-. able up a con- 

ftant fire without intermiflioiv inlt*-!"'’ '■of'jf whole broad (ide ' 
with intcrv.ils between them^ a coudufl that^gieatly difcoi:- ‘ 
certed the^Spani.£riS <frocured him very importrf'^t 'ad 
vantages. It is cuftonvi-y’ with thp Spanifb fcMinen f.:’l 
, f --tVjisvn' 



C, ixi A Hifivty pf ibt SiiUbem ContineuL 

down upon the decks when they fee a broadiide preparing, 
and to co!\{inuc in that poilure till it is given ; after W'hich 
they rife, prefumlng the danger to be over for fome time, 
work their guns, and tire with great vigour till another 
broadfide is expeAcd ; a precaution rendered wholly ufelcfs 
by the commodore's new plan of engaging. All things being 
thus in readinefs, and the two Ihips drawing nearer, theie 
happcned^feveral fqURlls of wind and rain, which often ob* 
fcui^ the galleon, and made the commodore apprchcnlive 
that Ihe might And fome means of elcape ; but, whenever the 
weather olcarcd up, he obferved her refolutely lyiiig-to. 
About one o’clock, being within gunfhot of the enemy, he 
hoiAed his broad-pendant and colours ; and perceiving that 
they hadL negle^fcd clearing their ihip till then, as they were 
obferved buij' in throwing cattle and other lumber over- 
board, the commodore orderedethe chacc-guns to be fired 
upon them, in order to dlAurb their prefeiit employment ; 
tliongh hi-, general dirc^lions had been to hold tlieir fire till 
they came within piftol-lhot. The galleon returned ihfi dif- 
diarge with two of h^r Acrn-chacc ; anti now the fiiips run- 
ning alonfi-fid(?yjird-arm and yard-arm, began the light with 
lijil ‘■he fiSy imaginTabie. 'J'he commodore took place on the 
qiuvter-dcck, with his fword drawn, ^nd giving his oiders 
with a un pnfiivi calmnefs and compofure, while tJie honour- 
aHixi Mr. I'mi ion to the late Lord j 4 lhemejrL\ and 

no.r Ctaivii'idore gave his difie^lions between decks, 

A * fooa t\w i/turt'j: c.imc within the propoied diflaiicc 
‘.e fho b.'gan a conftant, quick, and even fire, 

-vv v..!., aiiiwercd by Montero with abundance 

livill ..iid .. /‘i> Mr ./w/s/i look great pains to keep a- 
l u\.d .e 15'ewarJ ot the enemy, to prevent their 

bdoie tr.^vin l, and gaining the port of Jalapay^ 
'll (lit, "..i.. abou*: I'cvfcn leagues diAant. He now 
•afj'.ot- .1 k-bir, bv lafliing his fprit-fail fore-and-aft ; 
tli.it ii-'ii.!! !ig!i to board; a Aroke of miJLtary art 

ptr’rHhjtl. t!ic Spdnuirds lit had his full complement of 
ni\. \V!'. .r conl'a med them i| this opinion, was his ihew- 
ly5\vh<>!<* .'on-, confiAiiufJf 227 men, all on one fiiie, 
hcli.il in i.pportuiiiiy Adoing by their^ghting fo 
VlofcV eneiv. v weie gie/ly amazed rmd intimidated to 

find diiiciey from whai.it had been repre- 

i'eiited hciv.'eveiyW'5«ftr5 continued theafbioLi un- 

.'ihna^ul. F ir 'M^g^^jfflfn^alt-hoiir, the, over- 

'.c.K lied the gi Ikon, and la^m her tww. In this fituatlon, 
ki- S', I j.ii wklili of his poi^ M r. could traverfe al- 
I . .11 I'Jt^ gMiiS upon the cnSBfwhiUt only tpfewof their.; 
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could be brought to bear. Soou after they came to a clofe 
engagement, the mats of the galleou, with which Ijer netting 
had been fluffed, took fire, and burnt with violence, blazing 
up as high as the mizen-top. This accident was occafioned 
by the wads of the Centurion^ and threw the Spaniards into 
the utmoft confiernation ; nor was the commodore without 
apprehenfion that the*galleon might t4 burnt, and his men 
not only deprived of the treafure, bu^ the CentuQon might 
be endangered by rher driving on board. At length, how- 
ever, the Spaniards fupprefled the fire, by cutting away the 
netting, and tumbling the whole mats all in fiames into the 
fea. During this interval, the Centurion kept her advanta- 
geous pofition, firing with great order and'vigoiir with her 
cannon, while the men in her tops made prodigious havock ' 
of the enemy expofed on the deck to their fire, killing every 
officer, but one, that appvired, and wounding in particular 
the Spanijh general hiinfelf. After the adlion had continued 
in this mariner for half an hour, the Centurion loA the fiipe- 
riority arifmg from her flation ; for now fhe was clofe aloug- 
lide the galleon, without bcaiiug on 4 ';r bow as before. In 
this condition the Spaniards continued to fife near an hour 
longer, but with great inferiority, as their decks '(^ere ton** 
flantly fwept by the Centurion's grapc-fiiot. The number of 
their flain was now fo confiderable, that, they began to fall 
into diforder, and abandon the guns; and the moio,*'as^ 
Afontero, who was the foul of the adUon, was no longer able 
to exert himfelf. This coiifufion was diftinflly feen fiom 
the Centurion ; for the fhips were fo near, that fomc of the 
Spanijh o&iccis were feen running about with di.‘/,cncc 
to prevent the mens quitting their quarters. Of this Mr. 
Anfon made his advantage, charging now e vigour 

than ever. At firft he was fnariug of hfikainmnuitioi^ h 'y- 
ing but a fmall quantity on be-ard ; but now refolving to pirih 
the advantage, and prevent the enemies rccovcrinc^ thciA-.'p'i- * 
rits, his /hot was poured into the galleon in Ti^h a manner 
as rendered ineffeftual all f,hc endeavours of 
keep the hands to the gurU. The galleon having, as 
effort, fired five or fix gun^^ith- moic judgihcrit thafi-rany of 
the formei; at length yield«^K.np the conteil ; and the tr I .. 
being burnt off the enfign-fiti^+* fhe flruck the royV lUndani.'* 
at her main-top-gallant-ma/f-f -jad. This, howevei^v.ja^'not 
done till the fhip was rendereanncapablc of cqntjniiing the* 
fight ; and a Spanijb wb'aVH'-ljd.x&ir the coIouj.., re- 

fufed to ftrike them till he perAed the impwifi bill ty of longer, 
defending ihemfelis?^.^.^,, ,<• " ^ - ' 

* Tsjus, 

/ • ■ 



3 . 12 . A Hifiwy of the Southern Continent. 5 ^^ 

Thus, after a warm a£fIoii of about an hour and thtee- 
quarters, ^e Centurion^s crew got pofleflion of a treafure^ 
which they thought an ample equivalent for all the unfor« 
tunate incidents they had run through. The acquifition was 
[fill the more valuable, as it was obtained with the lofs only of 
two men killed. Lieutenant Brett and fifteen men wounded, l^/i «■ 
fifteen fhot in the hulkof thc£enturion^ her fore-maft, main- hotbfJes. 
-nail, ani^ bowrprit,«wouuded, and fome damage, but Jefs 
than might be expe^ed, done to her rigging. Whereas the 
^nemy received fifteen Ihot in her hull, many of which were 
between wnd and water ; her mails w'ere gricvoufly wound* 

3 d, and her rigging totally deAroyed ; fo that the commo- 
iore, as foon Ihe flruck, was forced to fend ropes and 
blocks op board to refit her. She had 6; men killed in the 
iflion, and 84 wounded, three of which expired the fame 
night they were taken; and th^forvivors, except fuch as 
were left for navigating her, were removed on board the Cen^ 
lurion. Mr. expended fifty hundred weight of round 
fliot, four rounds of grape, four of double-headed fhot, 
tnd twent^four barrfj^ of powder. I'hc Spaniards loaded 
dieir fwivcls •vWtli feventy mufquet-balls, often with rufty 
i.iils, fliifls, and llfigs. They likcwife fired a great number 
jF chaiu-ihot, fonic double-headed wfth barbed points ; a 
jruclty feldont pradifed among civilized nations. To pre- 
Cent their being intimidated by the number of the flain,' 
iMoniero, during the whole adlion, ha^ twenty men employed 
M throwing the dead over-board, and cleaning the decks, 
that the rivers of blood might not ftrike terror in thofe who ^ 
thp duties of the fliip. From which circiim- 
iKinecs it may be perceived how hotly the galleon was plied 
jy the 

lowered her royal ftandard, the com- 
vjdtt'ipordered hia cutter to ^ hollled out, the reA of the 
hkhJBT being rendered unferviceablc in the aflion, and fent on ^ 
bn:u'd Lieu^-ifint Saumnrez to take pofleflion of alicr. The 
;;^tcr foorf aturned with the ^ * 

|l ^, a nd fome of the chief o; 
tlic T^eral, his*wounds being 




M; 


not to remove him, _ 
. it^viih .'ll! imaginable 
Kourwl^ys were employed in 
the Ceniiirian ; it confiAin 
3 5^6184 ounces ot-a^pM-y ^ 
fome other con\moclTW[*s7 

jsn-. Anfcn appoint! 
to^omuiaud tiij; piizcj 


ernorof Guam, the Spani/h 
pers and paflengers. As for 
jigerous, it was thought ad* 

^^nfon ordering ^im to be 
;are on board his own fliip. 
moving the treafure on board falue of 
1,313,843 pieces of eight, 


of _ _ 

r, feveral bags of cochineal, and 
^wholc amounting to 3 1 3,000 /. 
i fii A Jifi u tenant, Mr. San- 
n'g mm fifty £\i^l}Jbf with 
8 fome 
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(c^e Sp(fmards, to navigate her; after -^hlch he refolved to 
mate the heft of his way with both (hips Ciifna. The 
grcateft caution was ufed to fecure the prifoners in fuch a 
manner as to render himildf fafe, and yet preferve* that 
tcodernefs which noble minds ever (hew to the imfortnnate 


# 

fom- 
tporhrg 
arrives 
' Kvith his 
prize i% 
the river 
^'Can- 
ton. 


and vanquKhed. Their number, however, gave the commo- 
dore great difturbance, it beingmo eafy ii;atter, with the few 
hands he had, to prefcrve that mediuSi between jfafety and 
humanity. The prifoners were near double the number of 
his men ; and fome of them, when they w'ere brought on 
board, obfcrvlng how weakly the Centurion was manned, and 
the large propoition which the boys boro to the able hai\ds, 
could not' help expredtng themfelvcs with S;reat indignation 
at being thus defeated by an handful of childreu ; at the 
fame time that they did julVicc to the conduct of the commo- 
dore, to whofe priulence they aferibed their difgrace. .They 
foon had no kfs reafon to applaud his humanity, than before 
they had done his courage •ai\d (kill ; for the (ick in parti- 
cular, and indeed the whole piifoncrs, were treated with fuch 
teiidcrncfs, that, after the 25tii. not llngle maft died. 

Standing with his prize tor the \ \\'cv Cunfon, he got fight 
of the Cape DelanganOt and on the nc\t Tlay made^hc Bnfhe/^ 
iflands. On the 28tfi he dUcovci cd Sapata, ami three Says 
afterwards taking on board two Chuirfe pilots, both Ihips came 
to an anchor off the city of Macao. On the 1 5th of 
both (hips were conduced througli the narrow pafiage of 
Bocca Tigris ; the commodore, on the following day, fending 
his lieutenant to Canton with a letter for the viceroy. In 
this he acquainted him, that lie had taken ftiel”*;’'’ t’l/./ya-j- 
againft the appioaching hurricanes ; but, as foon as themon- 
foon (hifted, he would fail for England; that J- re- 


pairing to Canton t to vifit his, excellency, i.s foon .as 
cumllanccsof affairs would raiinit of his abfence; aRd^'th^;. 
, in the mean time, a fupply of provilions and Apres wT^rd'd ' 
oblige \i\%9 Britannic ixiajelly, whofe fervant he was. The 
lieutenant was civilly receivJ.d, and a promife g^eirhim 
the commodore (hould havciin anfwer to his mcffigc the|j!o>:t: 
day. Next morning rhe l|rtitcnant returned in his^xu^ef 
bringing qpth him a fnppl^icvf frefii provifioiis, bqt 
for proceeding up the river, aslwas dcfired and exp^lecf. IrU 
acquainted the commodore, l^at a mtndarin of rame'-vvoukl. 
J Chinefe fpeeJily be fent from the viccror’ to inform hiip the refo-* 
mandarin lution taken in reference to his k V^on this notice grciK 

comes on preparations were made on hoard for the seception of this 
heard, 6V«//tyC' officer, wl^Q^rrived e{. the 20 th, attendr»d by »^»:Iv'e 
Chiampam* * He dcurej^v die commodore woifid paft qver 
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the ceremony -of faloting him, beCaufe bis guns being large 
the noiftkjiiroul^ difturb him OLtremdy. He aiTored mm that 
the viceroy would be glad of a vUit from him and the captain 
of the other (hip. He then prefented him with an order for 
a daily fupply of frefh provtfions ; but intimated, at iheliune 
time, that the ufual duties would be expeffed from him, as 
in CAina no difttnffion betireen men of war and merchant- 
men was^ever made^ To this Mr. jfri/in replied with thanhs 
for the viceroy’s obliging invitation and order; but faldthat 
the king of England% fhips were never treated upon a footing 
with merehant’lhips in any port; and tliat he was abfolutely 
rellraiued by his inAruff ions from paying any acknowlegcment 
for anchoring iA the harbour of any prince whatever. The 
mandarin behaved with great politeneis, and (hewed theutmoA 
fatisfaffion at the reception he bad met with ; promifing, at 
his departure, to expedite the licence for proceeding up the 
river; for want of which they had not yet been able to pafs 
the bar. 


In the meanwhile the commodore permitted feveral^of the 

officers to rerjUr on their parole to Canton, NoVooner rojitfamd^ 
Jiail ih<? prifolters arrived there than they were fent for by the 
who exatnined them minutely by what means they 
.'"came into the hands of an enemy fo Ihferior in power. On * 
_chis occafion the prifoners werehooeA enough to declare, thar ^ 
as--thc kings of England and Sp<iin were at war, they intended 
to take the Centurion t but that the f^eat had been contrary 


to tlicir hopes. When they were queAioned concerning the 
uf.’.pe iliey met with in their confinement, they frankly ac- 

it was much better than they believed the * 


Eng/f/'f woul l have received from them, had the iflueof the 
c'ligagotav'.- reverfed. Such a confeflion from an enemy 
•kali great svclg?i Jwith thcC/j^«^, and proportionably raifed 
11 ration of the commo^re. Till then they had only 
'^tvered his military force, at the fame time that they confi- 
dered Iiiny ifs a lawlefs freebooter, unconuniffioned by his 
Viung anTniJuniry for the revelige of public injuries. But 
opinion was who]l)i altered, and they eAeemed 
prod i"/ of valour, viftic, and humanity; to which 
.pf/*. ipj rhe viiA treafure of l^aprize might noyi little con- 
jl^brifi^Vey ^the acquifitioii of v felih being a matter greatly ad- 
aptnri'co the cAeein and rete^nceof the Chintfef as well as of 
JEW/‘';7Vrz;^yaiions. 

Vtri u days itftv- idarin came on board, two FrencA 

fliips ijircred the rt^d; up<\ which the commodore put the 
her prize in a^f^rc t^^ccive them, in cafe 
uligftt .Tdt as edemies. fl^ever, upon fcAding his pin- 
^ ^ ^ nacc 
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J great nace on board, the captains allured the Englijb ofBcer that 
wmber of no war had been declared between the crowns of Wance and 
European Creat Britain, Next day the Harrington Eaft Tndiaman en- 
‘t* *^*^**' tbe commodore, fainted him 

Canton twenty-one guns, which was returned by nineteen. On 

the 24th, three Dutch ftiips came in, and honoured Mr. j 4 n- 
fon with the compliment ufually paid' to the king’s Ihips ; 
and, on the 27th, the licence for proheeding up*- the river 
arrived, with pilots to conduct the (hip up to the fecond bar, 
within thirty miles of the city of Canton. Three manda- 
rins had been fent upon this mcflage, and alfo to e^cufe the 
viceroy from receiving the commodore’s vifit, during the . 
then extreme heat of the weather, becaufe aficmbling the 
mandarins and foldiers neceflary to that ceremony ^vollld oc- 
cafioii great inconvenience and fatigue. In Septembery the 
The com- mandarins faid, his cxcellfiticy would be happy to bs ho- 
moJore de~ nourcd with a vifit from the commodore and the Englijh cap- 
Jiresanau-xsXw of the prize. As Mr. ^nfon was informed that an cx- 
dimceof pj.gfs had been fent to Pekiny with an account of the arrival 
re ‘^and Centurion and her prize, he iVad no doubt but the 

chief motive for poftponing this vifit was give lipe to re- 
/1,^^^-^^^ccivc infirmHiious, the^ regency not caring to do it by 
Chinas own authority in this unufual affair. After the mandarins 
to decline bad delivered their mefiage, they began to mention the bufi- 
it. nefs of the cnlloms to be paid by his fliips ; but the coin- « 

modorc immediately told them, that he could never fubrn:*- 
to any demand of that nature. The mandarins being cut 
• fhort on the fubjefl of the duties, faid they had another 
matter to mention, the only one with which the^*^ 
would trouble him; this was a requell to the cominodoie 
to releafe the prifoneis he had taken on bojj'-i-cTiV^alleon, 
as the viceroy apprehended tlyit the empeybr might be dij^ 
pleafed, if he (hould be inforrbed that the fnbjef ts of?l ^ 

. his ally, and carrying on an extenfive commerce with his 

minions, vi^re under confinffinent in a Chinefe RPrt^ This / 
Jl/r.Anfon^iis a requell no-way difagnpable to the commcS'^»K * 

^^^he ralfcd fcruplcs, in order fto enhance the obligatit*.: , jw' 
paniih vras no left defirous' than eiti\di’ the Chinefe or 
frijoiurj. jjgijjg dilb*rthencd of fuclf^^ incumbrance. ()q* his'i'-vA. 

coming to MacaOy he had relea>£d a great number u^n^htlr/ * 
parole, and yet 400 remained with him. He thcrctorr ful- ■ 
fered himfelf to be prevailed on>^t length agriw’Bg -o r”t 
them on fhore, if his cxcellcn^ vwt:’'-^>Ippoirit bo.its "lor^ 
that purpofe. This important/ affair ' being r.jliuftcd,. the , 
mandarins dcparreduafJgalgj. ^th their inflitciK*’ 

Enti[b comiribdofc, and thjr iadrcfs with which thdj' biouajjj^ 
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- this affair about. On the 28th of July two junks wtR ient 
from Coaton, jto carry the prifoners to Macao ; the Cculurim * 

furnilhing them with provifions for eight days to Carve them 
during their palTage down the river. On the 29th the com* 

' modore made the fignai to weigh; and each fhip advanced 
up the river as far as the fecond bar, anchoring before the 
cuftom-houfe. Soon after^^his; the commodore received ad- 
vice that, a (hip bele^nging to the Englijb India company 
was arrived on the coaft of Chinas in a very diftrefled condi* 

* tion, from a [form flic had met with at Tea, he immediately 
fent the f innace, with an officer and thirty men, Aores, ropes, 

^ anchors, and fire-arms, to her affiffance. The reafons for 
fending the latter were, to feeure her .againd any attempts 
from thfi Spaniards at Macao, who, chagrined with their lofs, 
might embrace this opportunity of revenging themfelves. 

Altliough Mr. Anfon*% fears upon this occalion were without 
foundation, yet were they the fuggedions of prudence and 
attention to the intcred of his country. A conduct that 
g.iined him the edeem of every man in the fervice of the Eafi 
India company, and indeed of all the Europeans at Canton, 
who could not help admiring the fidelity with which he dif- 
^argedliis commmion, and the fignai proteflionhe afforded 
|T to commerce. Of this he gave tcftimdnics as often as the op- 
, portu nicy offered ; and he Toon hud occafion to exert all his 
^ prudence, addrefs, and piefence of mind, in a nice and de- 
licate conjunfture that occurred. * 

Althouch the commodore, in confequence of the vice-^f'; 
roy’s order, found no difficulty in purchaling provifions for 
. ''C'i/iimption of the fliips, yet it was impoflible 

could pi7>cocd to Eng/and without laying in both a large quan-”^J^^^ 
tity of‘yio *_',\ons and naval floics, for his performing fhe^ 

■royage, a.s well ;i^for the immediate occafions and repairs of 
The procuring th^ fupply he forefiiw from the 
rftuples about the cufioms, ant the intrigues of the French, 


^ which he hjd experienced when^ he lay in the Tvpa, would 
t attchu^^ with forac trouble.l In faft it proved Co, the 
’ jrs having never taken me leaft ftep to comply with 

their agreement. Towards th^i Ind of September, perceiving 
th^;^^.iie ^ficcroy had not, accoy^g to promife, yivited him 
J(Jt,art*iiH.-rview,, he determiner / to proceed to Canton, and no- 
'nfy iy'thc governor that he ™ted for his appointing a day 
jfo!:. the ay/jjcncc. He w^^-flelcrmincd not to comply with 
any' demands thru . made for the duties, nor chuiing 


agninit 
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Htgtes to igatoft iny deiigiis that might be formed, he appointed Lieu- 

Canton. tenant Brott to command in his abfence, and partlgciirly dt- 
refled him, if he ftiould be detained at Canton for the du- 
ties in difpute, to fet hre to the galleon, and fall down the 
river with the Centurion^ and to remain at the entrance ot 
the Bocca Tigris till further orders from him. Thefe precau* 
tions taken, he acquainted all thr fupercargoes of the Englijb^ 
Panijbt and Svteaijb Ihips, of his intuition ; and that he 
would be glad of their attendance at his audience of the 
'viceroy. They accordingly came on board the 13 th of Oc- 
toher, at nine in the morning, and the fame afternoon the 
Commodore, Lieutenant Saumarez, Lieutenant Van Kcpple, 
the captains and fnpercargoes of the Eqft Inilia Ihips, put off 
in the barge, rowed by dghtcen chofen men in nc^ jackets 
of fcarlet, and blue filk waillcoats, the whole trimmed with 
filver buttons, betides badgtaon their jacket; and capes. The 
barge was immediately joined by the boats of .all the India 
ihips in the river, the crew of the Centurion giving three 
cheers as they went off, and fainting the commodore with 19 
guns. As he palled by JVampSt he iMs comphnianted by all 
the European Ihips, except the French ; and ill the evening he 
arrived at Canton, On his landing, his ofticers add atten^ 
^ ants marched in a How and folemn procelfion towards mo. 
viceroy’s palace, the commodorc himfelf being carried in n 
chair. The retinue was marlhalled in the greatell order, 
and the whole ceremony conduffed with more decorum, 
and even niagniticence, than could be expefled in his circum- 
iiances. As the Chinefe^ like all the other eallern nations, 
are extravagantly fond of Ihcw and pomp, this^tt'Or?/?-*’'^* b-'id 
a very proper e^6V, it being regarded with profound lilence 
and refpefl. On approaciiing the palace, met by 

fome mandarins, who acquainted him, ll>rat his .exccllens/ 
would appoint a day for the interview, and now defrtfrhi^ : 
to conduct him to the lodgiugs provided for him ■ Hei c ^ 
was vititediby the ^nma^X^Chinefe merchants, by whofe ar- 
tifices, and the chimeric^ kears that had feize^ie EngUP^ 
fupercargoes, the day of aujbdence was poflponed ; ; 

this time the commodore e^iployed in making furthei'i^nqui-^ ■ 
lies into the manner in whi^ he was to contraff /or^*>ii''i- 
fions and (lores. When he h^d tiniihed his contraCs^, 'and p]p- 
to Hupping the (lores was completed, he refolved to d^maiid 
au interview, as he was perfudded that, wtthoj}(^ thjs cqre-. 
ffiony, the grant of an order to on board would 

meet with mimberlefs obftrudlons. 'iv ith *^his intentipn he- 
fent one of his on irie 24th of NGvetnhf^^;^^'^ 

mandarin who commandectlkc principal gate of’d.e 
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a fetter to the rkeroy. When the oflicer ddSveted this let- 
tcr, thc^ mandarin received him “with ^at civility, talung 
down the contents of it in Chinefe\ andpromifing thattl» 
viceroy ihould be immediately made acquainted with it ; but 
that it was not neceflary for die officer to wait for an anfivef, 
becaufe a meflage would be fent to the commodore himfelf. 

About two days ^ter a fire broke out in the fuburbs of Aterrilb^ 
Canfen, which con^imcd an hundred /hops, and clevcnA^»*»CM- 
ftreets fuTl of warchoufes, threatening defiruftion to the ^ 

‘ whole city. In this general confufion the viceroy came 
thcr, and.fent to the commodore, requefiiiig his advice and^ 
alDftance, with alTurances that he might take any meafuiw 
•he thought mofttconducive to the public fafety,. Upon this 
notice Mr. An/ou, attended with about forty EngUJb, part of 
his own di’cw, and of the Englijb Eaft India (hips, flew to that 
part of the city that was in flaqies, where the feamei^ m 
fight bf the viceroy, and all the, inhabitants of Canton^ ex- 
erted themfelves in fo extraordinary a manner as id that 
country was altogether without example. Rather animated 
than detei'tipd by die Raines and hilling buildings among 
which they woeked, tliey behaved with a boldncfs and afti- 
yity pccuKar to Bntijb failors, extinguifliing by their ad- 
tuwfs a fire that otherwife muft havef()(fn laid the whole city 
in aflics. Many thoufand Cbincfe flood aflonifhed, terrified, 

•iind niiacWve fpeftators, admit ing tlie intrepidity which they 
'had not the courage to imitate. The condufl of the Englijb 
became tlie general topic of converfation, every one flrivlng 
who fitonld the moft loudly extol their Bnptiralfeled vigour 
and fo ylt. Next morning a number of the principal in- 
liS'Bitahts'lRiifcd on the commodore, to acknowlege the 
high they lay under to him ; frankly owning, 

t^t he had pt^v’|:d their city from a conflagration, as they 
c£’*M of, themfclvA never havAextinguiihed the fire. 

-.'©TtWefy after a mellage from me viceroy arrived, appoint- 

ing the 3otTi cf November for In audience; wbjch mdden^^'^*^^ 

. Solution, in'a matter fo long in ^itation, was intirely owing 
, cx^i^rdinary fervices pe^rmed by the Englijb, of 
wliicii-TiTC viceroy retained thft neepeft fenfe of obligation. 

All ^lae^Veflary preparations w^g made by the commodore 
agair«..\jthe'day appointed for jfiie audience; and Mr. Finch, 
er. Englifo gentleman belonging to Englijb company, who 

(poke Chinje fluently, was cmpfiged for his interpreter. Nor 
could a IbcttCI- hay'; ^eeijymofcii, Mr. Finch repeating with 
great boldncfs anjf ex».^mi!Ffs '|hatever was delivered him in 
papt which no linguift either would or 

^ ,vr<^<^^a»ftnefs and Wtt^ the day arrived, 

am«- 
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a mandarin waited on the commodore, to acquaint him, 
that the viceroy was prepared; upon which, with Jiis reti-‘ 
nue, he immediately fet out, in much the fame o^der as in 
the former procclliun. 

As foon as he entered the outer gate of the city, he found 
a guard of 200 foldiers ready to receive him, who attended 
him to the great parade before the imperial palace, where 
the viceroy rcfided. Here a body of ten thouland men was 
drawn up under arms, making a fine appearance, but rather 
fplendid than warlike. They were all new cloiithcd for the 
ceremony, their afms bright, ami every thing adapted to 
llrike the Europeans with high ideas of the vail power and 
opulence of the Chinefs empire. The compiodorc, with his* 
retinue, having paffesd through the centre of the troops, who « 
opened to the right and left, were led to the great hall ol 
audience, where the viceroy was feated under :i rich canopy, 
ill the impel lal chair of ilarc, inciiclcd by his council of 
mandarins. A vacant feat was placed for the commodore, 
in which he was feated on his arrival, ranked tlie third iu 
order from the viceroy, the chiefs of tlio law and treafury, i 
who in China have the precedence ol all militauy olliceis, be- 
ing placed above him. As foon as liciwas fcatvd, he ad- 
dielfed hiinfelf to h;s cvcellcney by his interpieter, rcciA; ][,^ 
the various methods he had fui nicrl) taken to procure the ^ 
prefent honour ; and adding, that he artrihuted the delays^ 
he had met with to, the inlincciity of. thofe peribns he hat’ 
employed : that at length he had no other means left than 
fending, as he had done, his own olTiccr with a leitcr to 
the gate. Here the vieeioy interrupted the intoipieter, bit!- 
ding him affure the commodoi c, ihnt the fnd AmJ^uge 'l.e 
had of his being at Canton was lioiu that letter v an .ilHiie- 
aiice, however, in which tlierc was Icfs t;^yil.' fnan ptjlitencf?. 
Upon this, the coramodoicjproccedcd ttj acquaint his cxx^-l- 
lency, that the fubjtffs the king ol Ctcat UriianC'^ \ 
mailer, had complained to .inn, the tommoJf»re, of the vexa- 
tious impofitions of tee j,mcichanr '5 and infinior cuftom/ 
houfe officers, to which trey weie often ohlij^-’ to rutcni>- 
on account of the JiflLnlf^ol accefs to the nianda'ri’jurvvho ^ 
alone could grant them lajicf'. : that it was his d -ty, ^ij. the 
fervant of the king of 6 VV.\ to lay befc’^e huiil.ceyi- 
lency all grievances, of the jt /V///* fiibjerts, whicli he liope-i 
he would take into confidLi^^ion, giving orders ihit they 
flvould be removed, aad .all cauie.jqt coitopvfn’r bc-c/b- 

viared. Here the co umoJore par' waiting feme time foi 
an anfwci'; but, nothing btiig replied, he afked M ^ 

U‘ he was ,^'crtaiir^e vui.tjJy undeillood wh fhecn*'- 

/'■ 'C, 



him, lie entered upon the ai&irs o ^'hls ovti jqua- 
dron, telling the viceroy, that the proper fealon for returning 
to Europe was already let in, and that he wanted an order 
for Hupping his proviHons utid Aores, which were all ready t 
that as foon as t|ii? was granted, and he had got his ne* 
cellaries on board, he propofed leaving; the river Canton, and 
making the bjA of his ^vay to England, To this the viceroy 
immediaftly replied, that the licence Ihould be ilfiied wlth- 
. out dcla}', and proper adiAancc alfurded him in Hiipplng his 
fiores, and repealing the Ihip. Perceiving that thecommo- 
doie’s balincl's was ended, his excellency coniinucd the con* 
verfation for fome time upon indiiferent matters, ncknow- 
leging in polite terms how great /y the Chinefe were obliged 
to him for the courage and condu^ exerted by his men in the 
late dreadful fire. Then obferving that the Centurion had 
been a long time on their coaA, he concluded his cklfcourle 
by ' wilhiu<} tJic comAodcire a profj^crous voyage. Mr. 

Jnfon, a^ier in.inljng him for his civility and alfiAance, 
his leave, highly f.itj:.ried with Ijis reception, and his 
-fucccfslu cllibiiihiiig an authentic precedent, by which all • 

, Britifb fliip:; of war ftiould for the future be exempted from 
. all 'dcm.iii.ls uf I'lftcjnis in any Chiriefe ports. Upon \C\zAa enter- 
lecavlng the hall td audience, lie was condudted into another tumment 
apartment, where was piovidcd a magnificent entertainment. 

Finding, however, iluit the vueroy was not to be prefent, he 
Icsvim; ihc iciinne to do honour to this polite- 
jiefs of 1)1.; c."ccJleiKy. I’lie cntcrt.ainnient confifted, after 
ihc manTfcr o.- the count rj', of a multitude of finall dilhes 
l!lleJ wnth .. var.^ty of miac,d meats; alter which, at a 
tTierc followell a rich defect of di*cd fruits 
and Iwectiffcats ; the whole coiicVutiing with tea of a moll de- • 
licate llavouf. On the comraochirc’s leaving the city lie was 
\ fainted wi/.I# three guns, which ' re as many as they ever dif- 
thrlf’i' dponany oicaiion, cxc^-'dng an imperial falute. 

"X'Hi'^ceroy punfluiilly executed his promife, fending th» 
o./.; fonfliipping the ftores, .nA, with it, fomcAprcfcats to 
iho commodoie ; four days ah.r W'hich the commodore em- 
barlk^^i ;!t Canton, for the Ctnturion, With fnch diligence ««-' 
* didlic" pjju fue the preparations for putting fea, that 
wasTea'dywto'tail i * ■ 7 th of December^ That day the 

C^i^ir'.cn ai^|i h<r piizc uniy>ored, and^KOod down the 
iuci.«— j! p.i(l'i.d Uoi'ca Tigris on th;r ^th, . and two days 
Vor-XI. Mm " alter 
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after anchored before Macao» The 13 th both Ihips an- 
chored in the road of that place in five fathom water,, where 
the prize was cleared of her powder, dryprovlfioiis and 
water, after which (he was fold to the Portuguefe for no 
more than 6000 dollars, they taking advantage of the neceO* 
fity the commodore was under of parting w-ith her. Mr. 
Jnfon had been fufKciently informed by the Englijb at Can^ 
ton, to judge that the war with 5/rtiVhad not Ixcnyet ter- 
minated, and that probably the French might join the Spa- 
nuirds before he could reach Europe. Knowing likewife 
that 110 advice could be received in Europe of the prize he 
liad nikeii, and the treafure he had on board, before the 
return of the merchantmen from Canton, 05 at leaft intclli* • 
gence from Alanila to Spain, which, on account of the mon- , 
focus, could not be much fooncr, he determined lO make 
all polllble difpatch. This, among other reafons, induced 
him fo cheaply to part with lier, not caring^ to raife her 
price at the hazard of loHng the whole. Having delivered 
the galleon to the Portuguefe merchant, on the 15th of De- 
Departs eember, he the fame day got under fail. On the 1 6th in the 
fram Ma- afternoon he was out of light of Alacao, hav,*pg brilk gales 
cao. with rain allcrn. The fliip was found tp be fo Iv, iky, that 
in two hours the waters I'ofe feven inches in her pump:> '« 
which it was judged was owing to their not having caulked 
the gun ports. On the zzd, being entered the fea between- 
Maltuca and the illaml of Hornet*, they founded, and found * 
^3 fathom water. 'I'wo days after tliey got fight of the 
iiiands on the Mttiticca coalV, perfevering in their coiirfe 
through them with great danger, by rcafon of the i^arrow 
cluncl, and the multiplicity of lho:ll'? on all fidcs. On the 
•a 9th, in the evening, the foulhermoft illand of the^ Seven 
JSrothers, on the coall of Sumatra, bore eaft-ioum-eair, at 
the dillance of lix leagues, 'f'hc fame dn,, the comrngqtjrc 
palled the ilreights between Sumatra and JJanca, whic^jalt 
is an illand of coniidcrabic- extent, under the latitude of 
three degiles fouth ; aiul tfo commodioufly fuuatecl for. 
trade, that the Dutch havl oftcil icgrctted had not/^ 
fixed their licad fcitlcmcnt there rather thiin at hataOia. 
Heiethty might hare planted the whole illand, an;^. kept it 
ill their ci./i hands, which' they cannot pollibly think or in 
the large illand of Java. On the 2d of January they an- 
chored off' the high land of Bantam, at the dillance of about ^ 
lorty miles fioni Batavia, Two^ays afierwaid.- he an- 
chored in fifty-live fathom W'ater, c?f...'\ie coal't o* Princes 
tjlxml, and the time evcningiTive homeward-bound 
Ihips anchoK’d by^. Her/ they perceived i:~wk o, 

/ 
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an eu^hquake, which lafted about a minute, while they y^ere 
taking in wood and water. On the i8th foul and blowy 
weather came on, by which themainfail of the Centurion was 
fplit, and blown down from the yard ; from thence to the 
22d continued fqually, extremely dark, cloudy, and rainy. 

The 24th the Centurion had her mainfail and forefail fplit. 

On the 5th of March the* continent of Africa appeared 
bearing foom north-lbfl to north-north- wc/f. On the loth, 
having little wind, and fair weather, they faw the headland 
of the Cape of Good Hopc^ diliant about ten leagues. Next 
day the COnturhn anchoied in Table Bay, at the diftance of 
a mile from Ihore, where the commodore found the Salijlmry 
and /Warwick Btiglijb Eajl Indiamen, each of which fa luted 
him with eleven guns. Here he determined to repair his 
rigging, wood and water, for which purpofe he warped into 
the harbour. At night the Ce^turion^s beft cable broke, 
with the halfcr that was bent to the llrcam anchor, fo that 
ihc rode all night by the fheet cable ; but this lofs was next 
morning repaired by the purchafe of an anchor weighing 
3860 pounds, and a cable nineteen inches round. Alter 
vleaning, /u ulming, wooding, watering, and repairing the 
'*i"ging, the Ccutnricn was ready to prrgl'ecutc her voyage by 
the ili ol April. On the 3d he left the b.iy, and was f.i- » 
luted by the Dutch commodore with nine guns, which the 
Centurion rctiinic l by feven (A). Af^cr this, without any 
remarkable .u.ident, the commodore arrived fa f'e at /fe- 
len's on the 14th of June, to the gicut joy of the nation 
in general, and of the crew in particular, who could not ^ 

.fail of bung happy at the fight of their native fliore, after 
an abfence of four years, in which they experienced, fuch 

• (A) As wc have f» /rcqurntly 
thefe t.ilutc:. ic may 
not iiiipft)pcr that wc de- 
feribe in a fewj'^Vor.ls the regu- 
lation of ihisjccrcmony 1 he 
ronimodor... '.'.inllruflion^ diiefl, 
that if n\crchant (hips, whetner 
loreijgnersVor belonging to his 
ttiajt*'»y’s IHbjcft:, falutc the 
admiral of a licet, they fliall be 
anfwcried with fix guns; when 
^hey'iali'te^nyqtlier flav.lhip, 
they,.Jl»I\^ uE:::^fifw..-ecl* ■ a uh 
gun^'; and, i£ they falute 
'in«h''f war. they Ihad 'infwcr 
\\ ith t JTTguas *lcfs.- If ffveral 


merchaiilt fhips falute in com- 
I any, no return is to be made 
before they have all fiiiiihed, * 
then by fuch a tiumber of 
gi'ns as (hall be thought pro- 
per ; but if the merchant (hips 
Ikould anfwer, no feconJ re- 
turn IS CO be made. ^ In all fa- 
Itttls the guns of the upper deck 
are to be hred, and the lower 
tier to be ufed upon no occafion 
of compliment whatever. Thefe 
were lit particular the commo- 
dore's inllruAions, and are the ' 
l;oneral rulf^obferyed by thd 
navy. '• 

Mm? vicKHtude^ 
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viciiTitudcs of good and ill fortune, as are. (bsrcelv^ l>e 
paralleled in Tiiftory. Nor was the conuEbdi^re paft 'all dan- 
gers before he anchored at St. Helen's ; for it niuft be re- 
membered, that he came through the cliancl juft upon the 
eve of a French war, when every thing was in confulion, and 
the whole maritime iorce of that nation at lea, and even 
cruifing on the Britijh coafts. . 

Mil. Anfcn immediately acquainted hiS grace the Duke of 
NewcaJlU^ his niajefty’s principal fccretary ot ftate, with his 
arrival, and of the moft matcri:il tranfaftions of his circuit 
round the globe. His letter, which was immed»iely pub- 
lilhed in the CazettCy dilfufcd ns hearty and general a fatif- 
faflion through the nation, as can well be imagined ; and,* 
farther to indulge the plcafurc of the people, thu treafure ‘ 
taken in the Acapulco /hip was conveyed in thirty-two wag- 
gons, in the moft public jiianner, to the Tower of Ijmdon, 
in the fame order as the filver formeily taken by Admiral 
Bltike had been when he burnt the Spanijb galleons. The 
commodore was furrounded by the populace on his landing, < 
with every joyful mark of diftinflion ; he wtfs graciou/ly 
received by the inonrircli, the dignity of whole crown he had 
Ti'pportcd with fuch pn feverance in the call, and had foo^* 

^ the honour of being'promotcd to the Hag, and afterwards tol 
the moft illuftrioui^ and rcfpcftablc rank in the kingdom, that 
of a peer or Grc it Brituin, Thus terminated this nsemo- ' 
rable expedition, to'* the immortal Iv'nour of Commodore 
Anfon, whoic wh<de conduit diftinguilhed him the expe- 
rienced feaman, the .iccompUH’.cd ofticcr, and the firm pa- 
triot ; the piotoitor ol the //n7//Z» commerce, the a/Tcrtor of 
her dignity, in the perfonof a brave, prudent, a, id onitormly 
tonfiftent commander. ,p-- 

Pi^.(Bions Although, upon »hc whole, this i^xpcdilion was r.jt 
%*n the attended with all the fjcc^s that might rcafonal%«ii'.*’ 

pet ted ; yet muft ali 'ho b^unc be for ever lemcn'cd from the 
commodOiL, aucl whcl-y ;.ttributed to the itapiudent and' 
vtxatioiis di l.o's v II, fo lurg prevented his ia’ding. On hit. 
arrival in thi .-'.nthet •: Oteau, the Spatiijb ports wliewjretch- 
rrily provin'cd with nins, fioics, and amiminili«)rn5 and th: 
gariifon-; ^.llcn ii.to fo tf'Ml a ncglcit of military" difcifJine, 
that had Mr. Anjoti happily accornpilJlied his pallagc round 
Cape Horn, lie would, without all difpute, have becir able 
to have diif tj.refied the Spiininrds ot iheir. ftiongcft holdii 
both ill Mexico and Peru. There '■\;cpfc only 7*oi4/scs on 
the whole fouthtrn coaft, fipui which any refiftance 
be appichended LrJjefe were^the cities of Pana<rtiSKA Cltilao 
dt L'ru. "As to the the fortifications were fo ruinous, 

.aid 
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und-ojw garrifon 'in iuch want of powder, that it appeared 
by anmterceptpd letter of the governor's, how little hopes 
he had of defending it in cafe of an attack. Nor was tHo 
conditiv^n of Callao, the key of the whole kingdom of Peru, 
much'better. Thus the fchenie appears to have been wifely 
laid, and, as far as lay in the power of ^he commodore, hap- 
pily executed : that t^ic ultimate intention was not anfwered, 
was intiijply owing io the improper means ufed in manning 
the fleet, and the unfleadinefs ot the councils at home. No- 
thing could be more favourable than the picfent conjnnffure 
for llriki.^; fuch a blow as mufl; have leiliiced Spain to the 
^ necellity of craving peace upon any terms. The Indians on 
almofl every frontier were dlfaill^lcd, and watched with im- 
patiencc..thc h.ippy moment that Ihouid deliver tlicm from 
the prond ufurpation of tlicir mailers, and enable them to 
take a iignal revenge for the barbarities they and their an- 
ceilors had groaned under for more than two centuries. To 
this day the Indians traditionally preferve the remembrance 
of the cruelties committed in Mexico and Peru by public 
fcails «ind annual folenfliities. They ilill by thofe mournful 
ceremonies rc^n c the memory of the tragical incidents lhat 
'‘jfaufed cSe malfaci^e ot their beloved ///u/r and Atapalipas, 
that proved the cxtinftioii of their n^onarchy, the deilruc- 
tion of their religion, the fubvcriion of their liberties, and 
rhcflaughtcr of their progenitors. Such as have been pre- 
fcnt at rhofe Icflivals .iKvu)s obfci ved, •that .ill leprcfentations 
and icvitals of tlu.lc liorrid feenes were leccivcd with emo- 
tions fo veheinciu, and a rage fu cnfhidl.tllic, as evidently 
.. tlcmo.illratcil how deep a fenfc they reiaiiied of thofe injn- 
lies, and how aceeptaliL to them would be llic means of re- 
venge. ‘-'j'l.iji were now the moie difpofed to \eut their 
.-ellntmenr, as the had, in fome laic difputcs, im- 

boalkil cd rhe exjxt^cd force from GUI Spain under 
PizarfO, who v. ouM nov' L'>m{,jctc the grt‘at Nvork begun by 
bis an; c^ieis^^f fubji^'a**'*!’. to the moll al jeft llavery. 

The Piz,i;;;'ios b'Jiig the iii/l conquerors ot thefe coafls, the 
Indians ‘i-iAd the name In the utmoll dctefhlion, and, as 
*-o!ten a' ir w..s rraiuiont J, poured out execrations agalnll it, 
a. .-if' all Vitir mi; iwi tunes had h-vu peipctrated.by that fa- 
' fuhv. The mennees of the Spaniards now alarmed and 
^ifaided them, that their utter extirpation was intended. 
SiiTli wa^^the^fp’iit or dif.itferrion that dilfufcd itfelf among 
t Kir.. . fitt goven'ors exerted all their endea- 

by a-fts #f ‘‘i-'daci , 'p reconcile the moft dangerous 
i j ,5*0 {'• ' vi '^r their t.-Aiiig up Qj,^s. The prefideut 
of CmlJ, in uraJ/ ample concefliohj -to the Ar- 

raticos 



Terra Auftralis: Or, 

rancos and other Chilians^ by which, and the coniU^ble 
prcfcnts he made, he perfuaded them into a prolong^fn^ of 
the truce between both nations. However, thefe negotiations 
were not concluded when Mr. Jnfon entered the South Seas ; 
and, if they had, it is probable that inveterate and deep re- 
fentments would have broke through thofe late and political 
obligations, had he been in a copditioi} to have feconded any 
infurrccHon. The taking, and probaWy the inv^ing, of 
Biildi ■ i only, would have Itirred up the Arraucos^ Pulches, 
and Peiiguifichcs ; in a word, all the nations for twenty-five 
oi- thirty leagues to the northward of this port. £!ence we 
may fairly conclude what extraordinary benefits would have 
iciulted to the public, had the feafon for the expedition been^ 
as well regulated as the projeft was laid, and wopld have 
been executed by an officer of Mr. Artfin's acknowleged abi- 
lities. Spain muft, in (lios^, cither have left CJreat Britain 
in pofrciTion of the trcafurcs of Peru, or flie mull have 
llooped her haughty iicyk to be trod on by a maritime power 
which flie affefted to defpife, ai;d received her provinces back 
again as an equivalent for fucli rellriftions to hei^ftiturc am- 
bition, as Great Britain^ in her moderation, Ihonld have 
dklatcd. 

It is worthy our dbfervation, that this expedition, ho\v^ . 
ever unfuccersful in the main dcfign, fufiiciently obviates all 
objctTlions to the poflibility of ntt.icking the Sftaniards to 7 
advantage in the South Seas, It has been fold, that thc^/a- 
niards are too wife to leave ports of fuch coufcqucncc nc- 
glcftcd ; that they were all well fortified, garrifoned, and 
provided, and that cvciy fuch enterprife mu(l terminate in. 
focrificing the lives of fuch as are employed in the expedi- 
tion. How jull thefe fiiggcflioiis were, may be*»*t;Athered 
from the fliort view wc have given above,, by which it ajw 
pears, that the Spaniards were adlually us indolcni*, 
guarded and weak, as wc coAld wilh them ; and perhaps' the 
fate of AnforCs undeiuVing has inade thu{n more un- 
guarded than ever. Should a future prqjcft of the fame kind 
ever be formed, and the favoiir.ible conjun6lurc‘'is perhaps 
at no great diflance, cither SJ the public or^at a p^/ate ex- 
pence, thejee I'ecms to be oi moral certainty of i.*^ ruccvfs- 
As to the difficulties encountered in this voyage, they arc . 
not to be deemed difeouraging circimiAances, fince they 
intirely be aferibed to mifeondu^.' Several voyages h.ive'l>c<.n ‘ 
happily performed through the Streig/jts of -or d Le 

Mtiirc into the South Seas befg^ e Mr. Anfon\ ; anA.’i^ncj^h^ ' 
time the journal of Captain J^ben, a Frenchman, ii Ulci.cTc 
fuflicient thr.t noxhirj; ha.’ardous or uncommonly arduous 
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attqids lihis navigation. The reaibns which formerly mged 
thl$ mtvigation, ftUl, and vdU ever fubfift in their fuU foroe* 
while Britain continues to regard her maritime power. From 
hence the Spaniards derive that wealth which makes, if not 
them, at lead their natural allies, fo formidable to Europe. 

Upon the whole, as our men have been deftroyed, and our 
ibipping worn out, in barren ferviccs, from which never a 
iingle advantage reii^t^d to the public, we cannot with rea- 
fon comptain of an expedition that has a6lually brought a 
large fum of money into the kingdom, and pointed out a 
method, Jjy which, on future occafions, we may draw much 
larger. Another Iquadron may more ealily meet with the 
galleons, and these wants only care, diligence, and experienced 
I commanders, to reimburf(;,the public tor a great part of tlic 
expellees 'of a Spanijb war. But it would trefpafs upon our 
defign of writing a hlllory, to cj^tcr upon a long chain of 
politicSil reafoning. 

As an appendix to the preceding voyage, it may not be An atnvnt 
difagrceablc to the reader that wc give a Ihort account of' ^Pizar- 
Pizarro's fqpadron, out for no other puipofc than jto ^o'sfqua* 

fruArate the designs of tlic Britijb commodoie. Whilft Mr. ^*‘cn,f€nt 
Anfon hack been combating all the rigours and fcverities of 
•liorras, want, and difeafe, from the idand of St, Catherine's 
round Cape Honi^ througli the South Scas^ to the well of * 
Acapulco \ the Spaniffj Iquadron, in puri'uing him, fullered 
fi Hill more unfe^tunate, and, if polliblc, a more calamitous 
fate, than that of any Britijb fliip. Pizarro, on his arrival 
in the river of Plate on the 5th of January 1 740, anchored 
in tlie bay of Maldonado, .at the mouth of that river, and ^ 
thence font Immediately to Buenos Ayres for a fiipply of pro- 
vilions. J^uring his ftay here, he received advice, by the 
treachery of the Portuguefe governor of St. Catherine's, of 
piyivai of Mr. . Won at that illand on the 2 1 ft of Decan- 
/«r, his preparations to pnt to fea again with all pof- 

fible expediTicin. Pii^irrc, iio&vithftanding his^ fuperior ’ 
force, had his rcafons, perhaps his inftriiftions, for avoiding 
ithe Britifk' evciy- where lliort of the South Sea. 

However, he put. to fca in a gscat hurry, without his flip- 
plies^^ on^c 2 2d of January, in hopes of getting round 
Cape* ^fffr«,'before the enemy, leaving the Patac^'c, a forty 
gjintlhip, behind him, as unfit for fervice. But all iiis vigl- 
Ijinc^tind haftc proved incffeftual; for the commodoie got 
the ftart /'/''him by fousdays from Su Catherine's ; yet were 
I'qiia-h'ons'in fomc part of the paflage fo near, that tlic 
was in fight* of the lone of /’zzarro’s fquadioii. 

The Sjjjiniaru, having run the length of Ldpe Horn towards 
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the end of February t flood to the weflward, in order .to 
double the cape ; but on the 28th at nlglu, while thep>^ere 
fhiiting to the windward, three capital flitp^ the Cidpofcoq,^ 
Hermioua, and Efperanza, were feparated from the admird. 
On the 7th of March, the day on which Mr. Jufm pafled 
the Streights of Le Moire, the whole Spanijb fquadron waft 
driven to the eaAward, and difoerfed by a furious florm at 
north-wcfl. They were afterwii ds, by their long detention 
in fo turbulent a fca, reduced to uiifpcSkable diflvcls by fa- 
tigue and famine, which were attended by a deplorable mor- 
tality from difeafe, particularly the feurvy. When Pizarro 
left S/>itin, he was furnilhed with no more than fohr months 
ftiort-provifion. By the florm they encountered off Cape^ 
Horn the continuance of the fquadron at fea was prolonged , 
above a month beyond their ex})c^ation, from which it is 
inconceivable what difficulties they fuffered, hunger and fick- 
nefs daily fwceping off the'ablcll of their men. Theii* cala- 
mity was even fo great, that a dead rat was fold on board 
for four dollars. 'I’his dicadfnl fitnallon produced a confpi- 
racy among the land fortvs aiul marines in the Afia, they pro- . 
poling to malfacic the olficcjs and ctew, the duly method 
they could devife to prclcivc thcmfclvc^ .againll tl)e ravages 
of famine. By tiii'v means they hoped to appropriate t(f» 
thcinfelves all the provilions of the fhip ; and lootoed upon 
fucli an aclion with the Icfs horror, as jt jcfulted from purc^ 
ncceflity, and the lirft liw of nature, felf.-prefervation but» 
the coni pi raters were difcovcrcJ, and their fatal proje^l fruf- 
trated. After this, the fquadron, which was intirdy fepa- 
rated, fulhiincd a variety of other misfortunes, each fliip en* 
deavouriiig, but inefToi^lually, to double the cape. At lafb« 
they were forced to abandon the attempt, and bear away for ' 
the river of Plate, Pizarro, in the Ajia, an ived lloout the 
middle of May at Monte Vedio, after the lofs of more thJ!i 
half his crew. The St. EJlcvan had lo,!^ 1 80 mcn'*<rii^n iflb 
anchored in the bay of Be^'ragtin, The EJperhni^, a fifty 
gun fliip, had, out of 430, only 50 nv-n alive; while the 
Cuipofcoa was driven afhorc and funk on the cmH of Brajil,^ 
having, out of 700 men, Ipfl .above 300.. The Hermona 
foundered at fea; and her whole ciew, confillin^ of 
men, periihed all to a man. Tlie regiment of tioops cTtflri- 
buted among the fcvcral fliips, was reduced to 60 men a To ~ 
that the whole lofs of the Spaniards exceeded 2000 meh, and 
two Capital fhips. The Ajia, Efperanza, and S^L RJluvat^ 
being in great want of malls and other rigging' >tfhenTiic7 
rived At Buenos Ayres, rud /the country unable to ftt^ly»: 
them, Pizarro obtained a remittance of an h»itdKS> tKou- 
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rai)4jlolIars from the governor, and a confiderable quantity 
of pitch and cordage from the Portugucfe at i?/o de Janeiro ; 
but could procure neither mads nor yai ds. As foon as the 
(hips were refitted, he was Aill intent upon purfuing the Bri~ 
ti/b commodore, whofc (hficrings, he doubted not, had been 
equal to bis own. He had removed the mafis of the Efpe- 
ranzAt and refitted the with the fpare mafts and yard# 

on board ; fo that AyMie h^ two (hips of the line in tole* 
rable conation. In the month of OEiober he was preparing 
to jput to fea with thefe two (hips, and attempt a fccond 
time the jififiage of Cafte Horn, when the Eftm^an^ in falling 
down the river, ran upon a (hoal, which difabled her, and 
obliged Pizarro to proceed alone on his voyage. Having the 
> fummer before him, and^he favourable winds, he expcAcd 
a fortunate and fpeedy palTage; but being otf Cape Horn, a 
fine moderate gale allern, with s^high and fwelling fea, the 
(hip, by fome mlfconduft ot the officer upon watch, rolled 
away her mads, and obliged the admiral to return a fecond 
time in great dlfirefs to the river of Plate. In this manner 
was this w^l appointed, fquadron, compofed of the flower 
of the Spaniftfoxvy, defeated and deftroyed by the incle- 
mency oftthe feas^vand from the fame caufes that had fo 
* lately proved fatal to Commodore Ar^cn. Thus was Pizarro 
forced to return with only one half-manned and crazy (hip to 
Old Spain ; while Mr, Jn/on, furmounting all difficulties, 
•rode viftorious i«v *thc South Seas, and reaping the juft re- 
ward of his jm\ and bravery, proved, in the words of his 
excellent hif^rian, “ that though prudence, intrepidity, and 
“ peifevcrance, united, are not exempted from the difap- 
pointments of ad verfe fortune, yet in alongfcrics oftranf- 
“ aftio8g,thcy nfually rife fupeiior to fuch obftruftions, and 
“ in the end rarely fail ol proving fucccfsful.” 
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